
December 11th, 2016 Sermon Discussion Guide 

Dr. Dave Smith 

“Begin with the End in Mind” 

 

Gathering 

“Lord, may this scripture guide our discussion as well as our lives. Give us the grace to speak the intercessory words of 

heaven.” 

John 17:20-26 
 20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. 21 I pray 

that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so 

that the world will believe you sent me. 
22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May 

they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love 

me. 24 Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave 

me because you loved me even before the world began! 
25 “O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent me. 26 I have revealed you 

to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me will be in them, and I will be in them.” 

 

Prayer 

 For those around the world who are recovering from devastation and attack, give comfort and peace. Lord, hear 

our prayer. 

 For unity and peace in our country, Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For unity, love, and hope within College Wesleyan Church, Lord, hear our prayer. 

 For the needs that we have shared together on a personal level,… Lord, hear our prayer. 

Summary of the Sermon 

 As a group, recall the key points of Pastor Steve’s sermon. 

 How did God stir you during the service? How were you challenged or changed? 

Scripture 

Take the time to read aloud the scripture that was preached. Job 1:1, 6-12; Revelation 12:1-12 

 

There once was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was blameless—a man of complete integrity. He feared 

God and stayed away from evil.  

 6 One day the members of the heavenly court came to present themselves before the Lord, and the Accuser, Satan, came 

with them.7 “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan. 

Satan answered the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything that’s going on.” 

8 Then the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a 

man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil.” 

9 Satan replied to the Lord, “Yes, but Job has good reason to fear God.10 You have always put a wall of protection around 

him and his home and his property. You have made him prosper in everything he does. Look how rich he is! 11 But reach 

out and take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!” 

12 “All right, you may test him,” the Lord said to Satan. “Do whatever you want with everything he possesses, but don’t 

harm him physically.” So Satan left the Lord’s presence. 

  



Revelation 12:1-12 

Then I witnessed in heaven an event of great significance. I saw a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath 

her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant, and she cried out because of her labor pains and 

the agony of giving birth. 

3 Then I witnessed in heaven another significant event. I saw a large red dragon with seven heads and ten horns, with 

seven crowns on his heads.4 His tail swept away one-third of the stars in the sky, and he threw them to the earth. He 

stood in front of the woman as she was about to give birth, ready to devour her baby as soon as it was born. 

5 She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. And her child was snatched away from the dragon 

and was caught up to God and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where God had prepared a place 

to care for her for 1,260 days. 

7 Then there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon and his angels. 8 And the dragon lost 

the battle, and he and his angels were forced out of heaven. 9 This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the devil, or 

Satan, the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to the earth with all his angels. 

10 Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, 

“It has come at last— 

    salvation and power 

and the Kingdom of our God, 

    and the authority of his Christ. 

For the accuser of our brothers and sisters 

    has been thrown down to earth— 

the one who accuses them 

    before our God day and night. 
11 And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb 

    and by their testimony. 

And they did not love their lives so much 

    that they were afraid to die. 
12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens! 

    And you who live in the heavens, rejoice! 

But terror will come on the earth and the sea, 

    for the devil has come down to you in great anger, 

    knowing that he has little time.” 

Major Sermon Discussion Points 

 Dr. Smith, through the scripture, paints a picture of heaven before the work of Jesus in which Satan stands 

before God accusing us. Had you imagined this picture before? How does this impact the way you view the work 

of Jesus? 

 Dr. Smith says, “The life, death, and resurrection doesn’t just change things on earth but in heaven as well.” 

Jesus now stands before the Father interceding for us day and night. How does this influence your view of the 

birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus? 

 Have you ever had someone in your life who used the language of heaven before the work of Jesus? Have you 

had an accuser? What was that like? 

 Have you had an influential person in your life who used the language of heaven after the work of Jesus? Have 

you had an intercessor? What was that like? 

  



Next Steps/Moving Forward 

 What is your primary type of language? Are you an accuser or an intercessor? What would other people say 

about your language? 

 Think about a couple of people in your life who need you to change your language with them. How can you be 

an intercessor for them? 

 How can you be better intercessors with each other in your group? Make a plan to encourage and pray for each 

other regularly and to share what you’ve been praying. 

Closing Prayer 

Pray as you feel led as a group following your discussion or confess the following prayer individually or together: 

 
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy 

and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through 

Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he 

has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.  7 He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom 

with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and 

understanding. 
9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is the 

plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on 

earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in 

advance, and he makes everything work out according to his plan. 

Amen. 


