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“Not Ashamed” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 
Matthew 4:12-17; Romans 1:1-2, 16-17 

 
Opening Prayer: 
O God, guide us by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find freedom, 
and in your will discover peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Discussion Starter: 
Has there ever been a time when you knew how something was going to end and it changed your actions? 
What did you do differently and how did it change your perspective? 
 
Sermon Summary: 
Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas stood out to you? 
• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 
• Were there other Scripture passages that came to mind during the sermon? 

o Other passages referenced: Isiaiah 40:9-10; Isaiah 52:9; Isaiah 62:1-3; Revelation 7 
 
Key sermon points: 

• The word “gospel” was used 1000’s of years before the time of Jesus. The idea being that God heard the 
cries of His people, was concerned about their fate, and was going to do something about it. 

• Describing the gospel might sound something like: 
1. God is breaking into the world and bringing His Kingdom with Him. 
2. God is on the move and His Kingdom is starting to invert the way things are. 
3. God will win the day. 

• The gospel is not a series of theological claims but, instead, is a series of promises leading us to 
participate in the campaign the King is bringing into the world. 

• If you believe the gospel, you practice the gospel in your realm of influence. 
 
Next Steps: 
How does the idea of gospel as promise and practice, rather than idea, change the way you live day-to-day? 
How can you begin to live the gospel given the areas of expertise given to you by God? 
 
Prayer: 
Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Specifically in regards to how you will respond to 
the sermon. 


