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HEBREWS 11:9-10, 13-16 

“By faith Abraham made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country… He was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God…  

 

“They admitted that they were foreigners and 
strangers on earth… looking for a country of their 
own… They were longing for a better country—a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them.” 



MODES OF EXILE 

•    Temporary assertion (Christ above 
culture) 
•    Desperate assimilation (Christ/culture 

paradox) 
•    Principled assimilation (Christ in culture) 
•    Separation (Christ vs. culture) 
•    Withdrawal (Christ vs. world) 
•    Influence (Christ transforming culture) 



PRINCIPLED ASSIMILATION 

“Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners 
and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your 
soul. Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you 
of doing wrong, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day 
he visits us.” 1 Peter 2:11-12 



SEPARATION 

•   “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the 
people of this world who are immoral, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you 
would have to leave this world. But now I am writing 
to you that you must not associate with anyone 
who claims to be a brother or sister but is… What 
business is it of mine to judge those outside the 
church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will 
judge those outside.” 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 



WITHDRAWAL 

“Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what 
fellowship can light have with darkness? 
What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial? Or what does a believer have in 
common with an unbeliever? Therefore, 
“Come out from them and be separate, 
says the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 6:14-15, 17 



INFLUENCE 

“I have often told you before and now tell 
you again even with tears, many live as 
enemies of the cross of Christ. Their 
destiny is destruction, their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. 
Their mind is set on earthly things. But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Philippians 3:18-20 
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