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F
They are consistently the greatest 

influences that mold and shape every 
one of us.

Yet they are wildly inconsistent in 
form, ranging from small to large, struc-
tured to chaotic, predictable to erratic, 
close-knit to detached, tranquil to tur-
bulent, controlling to indulgent, author-
itarian to permissive, protective to dan-
gerous, compassionate to cruel, warm to cold, and so on.

They are … our families!
Somewhere in that list of traits you find your own fam-

ily identity and the ways, for good or bad, that environment 
has profoundly affected your life. 

They could have had it all
As important as family is to us, it’s an even bigger deal 

to God. He, too, wants to profoundly affect our lives, first 
and foremost through the concept of family. Children, sons 
and daughters, He calls us. Father, Brother, He calls Him-
self and Jesus Christ. He’s heavy on family identity because 
His whole reason for creating us was so that we can be in 
His eternal family!

So at the same time He created His first children, Adam 
and Eve, He also created the human family, first through 
the marriage institution (“a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh”), then through the blessing that they should “be 
fruitful and multiply.”

What a head start! This beautiful couple had it all—their 
gorgeous Garden of Eden home, no fears, no struggles, no 
past problems to deal with and, best of all, a personal rela-
tionship with God. A great life that could even get better!

They lost it all
But Adam and Eve still faced one big potential problem: 

their own thinking and the freedom to choose. “Do we fol-
low God or not?” The threat came to them through a few 
ideas planted in their minds, but those ideas would lead to 
life-and-death decisions.

The serpent targeted Eve’s think-
ing on several levels—you can’t trust 
God; you’re good enough to know 
good and evil without God; there’s a 
better way than what He’s telling you; 
you don’t know what you’re missing 
out on!

It worked. She rejected God and 
ate of the “tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil,” and Adam quickly 
followed.

Just like that, they lost it all—
home, security, comfort and, worst of 
all, that familial closeness with their 
Father. From then on, they and all of 
us following have eaten of their tree 
of choice, deciding for ourselves what 

is good, what is evil. This diet, predictably, has produced 
mixed fruit. Some things have turned out good; some 
things evil.

So how did their family life turn out? Well, considering 
that one of their children murdered his brother—“not so 
good.” How painful that must have been for the whole fam-
ily! How often must Adam and Eve have rued the day they 
chose to dismiss God.

Getting back to what we need
Don’t we all want, need, what only good family life can 

provide? Loving marriages, wise parenting, thriving rela-
tionships?

Because family is so important to God, so critical for 
society’s stability, and determines so much of our happi-
ness and success, Discern consistently features articles on 
God’s instructions for healthy marriages and families. As 
you’ll see beginning on page 15, family is this issue’s pri-
mary focus.

We can’t get our families “back to the garden.” But we 
can get our families back to God—to knowing Him as our 
Father, to learning His principles of living. We can get them 
to the family tree we need—the tree of life!

GETTING BACK TO THE RIGHT FAMILY TREE

Clyde Kilough
Editor

@CKilough

From the beginning, 
family has been vitally 
important. The roots of 
problems go way back, and 
so do the roots of success.

CONSIDER
THIS
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WORLDWATCH
Jesus told us to “watch” (Luke 

21:36), and this section is 
designed to touch on an array of 
interesting and important factors 
that may have prophetic signifi-
cance. For more background on 

what to watch, see our article 
“Five Prophetic Trends to Watch” 
and our “Insights Into News and 

Prophecy” blog.

—GRAEME WOOD, in “What ISIS Really Wants” in The Atlantic, explaining 
why ISIS believes its holy war will lead to the end times. 

The group believes that after the battle with “Rome” at Dabiq, “an anti-
Messiah, known in Muslim apocalyptic literature as Dajjal, will come 
from the Khorasan region of eastern Iran and kill a vast number of the 
caliphate’s fighters, until just 5,000 remain, cornered in Jerusalem. Just 
as Dajjal prepares to finish them off, Jesus—the second-most-revered 
prophet in Islam—will return to Earth, spear Dajjal, and lead the Muslims to 
victory.”

“Now that it has taken Dabiq, the Islamic State 
awaits the arrival of an enemy army there, 

whose defeat will initiate the countdown to the 
apocalypse. …

“It is ready to cheer its own near-obliteration, 
and to remain confident, even when 

surrounded, that it will receive divine succor if 
it stays true to the Prophetic model.”

“We see how many Euro-
Atlantic countries are in 
effect turning away from 

their roots, including 
their Christian values. 

… [Russia, however] 
has always been a state 

civilisation held together 
by the Russian people, 
the Russian language, 
Russian culture and 

the Russian Orthodox 
church.”

—RUSSIAN PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN, in an 
attempt to claim the moral high ground against 
the corrupt West (quoted in The Economist).

“The Russian Orthodox 
Church was resurrected 
after the 1991 collapse of 
the Soviet Union, ending 
70 years of often brutal 
Communist repression. 
The church seems only too 
happy to hitch its halting 
rebirth to Mr. Putin’s 
fortunes, hoping 
to attract more 
adherents” (The 
New York Times).

The Trap of Payday Loans
About 12 million Americans get a payday 
loan each year, and some get trapped and 
end up paying effective interest rates of 
more than 300 percent.

“The average borrower takes out a $375 
two-week loan for a fee of $55, according 
to research by the Pew Charitable Trust. If 
a borrower can’t repay after two weeks, he 
gets dinged with another $55 fee. Do that 
for a year, and he’ll end up paying $1,430 in 
fees, for ‘an APR of 381 percent’” (The Week).

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/five-prophetic-trends-to-watch/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/blog/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/blog/
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90,000
Estimated number of tweets and 
other social media posts by ISIS 
and its supporters every day. The 
U.S. State Department has assigned 
80 people to try to counter such 
propaganda (The New York Times).

$80.8 Billion
Amount Saudi Arabia spent on 
military equipment last year, 
an increase of 43 percent from 
2012. The rise of ISIS and rivalry 
with Iran spurred the increase. 
Only the U.S. and China spent 
more on defense (The Week).

Percentage of Germans who say 
political parties are not resolving 
their problems. Ralf Melzer of the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation, which 
conducted the 2014 poll, says, 
“Political parties and institutions 
have lost credibility in a huge part 
of the population.” As Europe faces 
complex problems, including lower 
wages and terrorism linked to 
immigration, more Europeans are 
rejecting the status-quo political 
parties and embracing far-left or 
far-right parties (Christian Science 
Monitor).

73%

China and Japan’s Arms Race
China announced it would increase defense 
spending by about 10 percent this year to about 
$145 billion, countering Japan’s record 2.8 percent 
increase in military spending. 

The Times of India reported, “Fu [Ying, spokesman 
for China’s National People’s Congress] justified 
the move saying, ‘Lagging behind leaves one 
vulnerable to attacks. That is a lesson we have 
learned from history.’”

China’s latest increase comes on top of previous 
increases of 12.7 percent in 2011, 11.2 percent in 
2012, and 10.7 percent in 2013. 

“Much of the military hardware included in 
Japan’s new budget is designed to monitor 
outlying territories and repel any attempt to 
invade island chains in the East China Sea,” 
according to The Guardian. For more on these 
tensions, see “Route of Contention.”

“From the start, [German Chancellor 
Angela] Merkel has played an impressive 

role in responding to the Ukraine crisis. In 
fact, her actions have allowed Germany to 
assume geopolitical leadership of Europe 

for the first time since 1945.”
—BERLIN-BASED JOURNALIST ELIZABETH POND in 
“Germany’s Real Role in the Ukraine Crisis” (Foreign Affairs).

The Bible Barely Beats Darwin in 
British Survey
A Folio Society survey asked 2,044 British adults to 
name the books of most significance for the modern 
world. Respondents chose three from a list of 30 
books.

The four books voted most valuable to humanity 
were:

1. The Bible (37 percent).

2. On the Origin of Species by 
Means of Natural Selection by 
Charles Darwin (35 percent).

3. A Brief History of Time by 
Stephen Hawking (17 
percent).

4. Relativity: The Special and 
General Theory by Albert 
Einstein (15 percent).

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/blog/route-of-contention/


6 DISCERN May/June 2015

God The more we study it, 
the more mysterious 
the mind becomes! 

Is there a deeper 
dimension that 

scientific tools can’t 
detect—one that 

gives us limitless 
potential?

By Clyde Kilough

erhaps the most fascinating and relevant scientific exploration 
today is taking place in what many now call “the last frontier”—the human brain.

The brain, says Dr. Kenneth Campbell of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, “is the source of 
so much of what is both good and bad about humanity. It has given us brilliant ideas, great 
literature, art and music. However, it is also responsible for aggression and violence, war, 
racism, and addiction.

“Yet there is something about the complexity of the human brain that we cannot model. 
We can study the heart or the kidneys and determine what goes wrong, because we grasp 
the mechanics of it. But the brain is a machine we do not understand. We still don’t know 
how the human mind works.”
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The missing dimension
Standing on the verge of discov-

ery is exciting, especially when we 
anticipate that those breakthroughs 
in knowledge will be about ourselves 
and how we function! But no matter 
how much science uncovers about 
the physical machinations of the 
brain, unless we tap the Word of God, 
the most vital understanding will go 
missing.

Yes, the Designer of life long ago 
revealed crucial insight into the mind 
of man—and His mind—that lays the 
foundation for understanding how 
and why we think and behave the 
way we do. It’s not a scientific expla-
nation—He leaves the physical for us 
to discover—but it’s indispensable for 
fully comprehending who and what 
we are.

And furthermore, a spectacu-
lar event that occurred nearly 2,000 
years ago offers an amazing connec-
tion to understanding the human 
mind! That event is commemorated 
in one of God’s annual holy days, the 
Feast of Pentecost. 

What can possibly be represented 
in the meaning of that day that relates 
to discovering the marvelous poten-
tial that lies within every human’s 
mind? Connecting those dots opens 
understanding that can change your 
life forever!

What sets humans apart?
First, consider the apostle Paul’s 

remarkable statement in 1 Corinthi-
ans 2:11: “For what man knows the 
things of a man except the spirit of the 
man which is in him?” 

He was addressing an audience 
that included Greeks who came from 
a culture entrenched in a belief sys-
tem shaped by their great philoso-
phers. The Greeks believed that in 
each human is an immortal soul 
trapped within a physical body until 
death, when supposedly it is released 
to go to heaven or hell. Centuries later 
that pervasive but nonbiblical idea 
crept into and firmly rooted itself in 

a “Christianity” that was rapidly veer-
ing away from the early Church’s 
beliefs.

The Bible teaches that man is mor-
tal, and the biblical word translated 
soul simply refers to natural human 
or animal life. However, Paul did 
acknowledge that something else is 
there in us, something distinguishing 
us from anything else in the physi-
cal creation. Our brains are similar 
in construction to those in animals, 
so what explains the enormous gap 
between us? What gives us the capac-
ity to think abstractly or rationally, 
create artistic and technological 
innovations, develop words and lan-
guages, think sequentially in words 
and images, develop character quali-
ties such as humility and patience, 
and form moral distinctions of right 
and wrong?

Paul called it the “spirit in man.” 
His understanding wasn’t new, for in 
Job 32:8, written many centuries ear-
lier, we read, “But there is a spirit in 
man.” In addition to being formed in 
His image, God created a spirit ele-
ment in us that makes human beings 
different from the animals, and 
grants them certain spiritual abili-
ties, such as choosing between sin and 
righteousness. Unseen and undefin-
able, it is what makes us humans … 
well, human!

Receiving “the things of God”
Comprehending the “spirit in man” 

is only one piece of this astounding 
puzzle, however. Paul also stated, 
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him” (1 Corin-
thians 2:9). And a few verses later he 
boldly asserted that “the natural man” 
does not receive and cannot know the 
things of God, “because they are spiri-
tually discerned” (verse 14, emphasis 
added throughout)!

But wait! Surely we, with this “spirit 
in man,” understand things of God. 
Actually—no! Paul declared in verse 

11, “Even so no one knows the things 
of God except the Spirit of God.”

Note this! Just as the spirit in man 
exists, so exists the Spirit of God. 
And just as the spirit in man is not 
another “person,” the Spirit of God is 
not a third person in the Godhead! It 
is, however, the mind and power of 
God that is uniquely His (see “What Is 
the Holy Spirit?” in the May/June 2014 
Discern). 

So how can we understand “the 
things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him”? Paul answers: 
“But God has revealed them to us 
through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God” (verse 10). He adds in 
verse 12, “Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God; that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of 
God” (King James Version).

Astonishing words those, because 
they reveal perhaps the greatest ele-
ment of God’s creative power. That is, 
mere human beings—we who natu-
rally have a spirit in us—can actually 
receive the supernatural mind and 
power of God—His Spirit!

“What shall we do?”
When Jesus appeared to the dis-

ciples after His resurrection, He did 
something highly unusual—“He 
breathed on them, and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:22). 
Since we know the Holy Spirit was not 
actually given to them at that time, 
what did He mean? Earlier He had 
promised to send them a “helper,” 
a “comforter,” the Holy Spirit (John 
14:16). So here He is not only repeating 
that promise but symbolically dem-
onstrating the nature of the Spirit that 
He would send. The Greek word here 
for Spirit is pneuma, indicating that it 
would be like a breath, like a wind—
something they couldn’t see, but that 
would powerfully influence them. 

A few weeks later Jesus told them, 
“You shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
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http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/holy-spirit/what-is-the-holy-spirit/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/holy-spirit/what-is-the-holy-spirit/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/13316701044/sizes/l
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you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

His promise was soon fulfilled in one of the most amaz-
ing scenes ever in human history, described in Acts 2:1-4:

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there 
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues [languages], as 
the Spirit gave them utterance.”

When this incredible display brought thousands of peo-
ple rushing to see it, another miracle took place. Everyone 
heard the words of the apostles spoken in their own lan-
guage (verse 6)!

Then Peter stepped forward and under God’s inspira-
tion gave the first “witnesses-to-Me” sermon. He explained 
how ancient messianic prophecies had been fulfilled in the 
person of Jesus; how He had been resurrected and was now 
sitting at the right hand of God; and how, “having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured 
out this which you now see and hear” (verse 33).

Then Peter made it intensely personal, laying the respon-
sibility for Jesus’ death squarely on the shoulders of every 
single person: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 

These words were crushing! “Now when they heard this, 
they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’” (verse 37).

The miracle in the mind
Here God was giving them the spiritual discernment we 

read of in 1 Corinthians. Only when God works in us is it 
possible for us to understand the gravity of Christ dying for 
our sins, to humbly confess our guilt and to seek His mercy 
with deep remorse.

But with such a heart and willingness to do whatever He 
says, God offers us this amazing assurance: “Then Peter said 
to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you 
and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call” (verses 38-39).

Yes, the Spirit of God can be given to a human being! 
Through a miraculous process that only God comprehends, 
He can unite His Spirit with the human spirit, creating 
something brand-new, something supernatural, in that man 
or woman! 

•  It gives us the Spirit “of power and of love and of a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). 

•  It develops in us the “fruit of the Spirit”—a God-level 
degree of “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gala-
tians 5:22-23). 

• It makes us “children of God” (Romans 8:16).
•  It gives us the ability to understand and obey God’s 

Word.
• It gives us strength to overcome sin.
• It puts us in His body, the Church of God.
• Most of all, it guarantees inheriting eternal life in the 

family of God! (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

Our most important quest
David once wrote in awesome wonder, “I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made!” Here we stand today, 3,000 years 
later, still marveling at the complexity of our human 
brains and mystified by how our minds function. As 
intriguing as it may be to know more about how it all 

works, though, that’s not our 
most important need for under-
standing.

David didn’t know about neu-
roplasticity, synapses, the archi-
tecture of the brain or the geog-
raphy of thought, but he knew 
the most important element of 
his life. God had given him His 
Spirit. And at the lowest time in 
his life, when he saw how the 
weakness of his human spirit was 
working to destroy him through 

sin, he cried out to God, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away 
from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me 
by Your generous Spirit” (Psalm 51:10-12).

To this day the people of God identify with David’s 
prayer, deeply cognizant of our need to walk according 
to the Spirit of God. And every year the Day of Pentecost 
vividly reminds us of the miraculous events that shook 
the world on that day and of the miracle that has con-
tinued to work in our lives ever since. It’s the miracle of 
receiving the Spirit of God that has been united with the 
human spirit within us, opening up to us the pathway to 
salvation! D

God created a spirit element in us that makes 
human beings different from the animals, and 
grants them certain spiritual abilities, such as 

choosing between sin and righteousness.
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Bible

In a 2014 Gallup poll, more than 1,000 American 
adults were asked which of three statements best 
represented their view of the Bible. The choices (and 
the percentage that selected them) were: 

1. The Bible is the actual word of God and is to be 
taken literally, word for word (28 percent).

2. The Bible is the inspired word of God, but not 
everything in it should be taken literally (47 percent).

3. The Bible is an ancient book of fables, legends, history, 
and moral precepts recorded by man (21 percent).

The same Gallup survey from the 1970s produced very 
different results. Then 40 percent believed the Bible was the 
literal Word of God. This dropped to 37 percent in 1984 and 
28 percent in this latest survey. 

That is a major drop among those who believe the Bible 
is the Word of God and to be taken literally. Of course, it is 
still true, based on the survey, that the majority of Ameri-
cans consider the Bible to be inspired. But there’s been a shift 
from viewing the Bible as the literal Word of God to seeing 

it as a book one can read for inspiration, but not a guide for 
truth or for moral conduct.

Evidence for more than 100 biblical characters in 
secular history

This is the third article in a five-part series titled “Is the 
Bible True?” In this article we will go outside the Bible and 
see if there is enough evidence from secular history to help 
confirm its authenticity. 

The Bible is not written as a history book, but it is a book 
that contains much history. Many historical figures are 
identified in its pages. Among the most conservative lists, 
there are more than 100 biblical characters that can be con-
clusively identified within secular history. 

Among those 100 characters, here are a couple Old Testa-
ment figures who are easily identified by secular historical 
sources:

Shishak, pharaoh of Egypt, is mentioned in 1 Kings 11:40 
and 14:25. There are numerous inscriptions and historical 

Is the Bible True? Proof 3

WHAT HISTORY TELLS US
Roman and Jewish historians were no fans of Christianity, but they give evidence 
of the historical accuracy of the Bible, including the life of Jesus Christ. 
By Jim Franks
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 The Pilate Stone is the only known 
surviving object bearing the name 

Pontius Pilate from the time he 
lived. The inscription includes the 
words “Tiberius … [Pon]tius Pilate 

… [Pref]ect of Judea”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/13316701044/sizes/l
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“Around this time there lived 
Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one 

ought to call him a man. For 
he was one who did surprising 

deeds, and a teacher of such 
people as accept the truth gladly. 

He won over many Jews and 
many of the Greeks.  

He was the Messiah.” 
-disputed quote from Flavius Josephus, 

Antiquities of the Jews
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records for this pharaoh. The record of his campaign against Pales-
tine (dated as 924 B.C.) is inscribed on the exterior south wall of the 
temple of Amun at Karnak in Thebes, and it conforms to the bibli-
cal account. There is no doubt about authenticity.

Hophra, another pharaoh of Egypt, is mentioned in Jeremiah 
44:30. History confirms that he was indeed the pharaoh of Egypt 
during the time of the prophet Jeremiah and King Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon. Hophra’s defeat by Nebuchadnezzar in 572 B.C. and 
subsequent replacement by a general named Ahmes are confirmed 
in Babylonian records.

The New Testament has its own list of historical characters, 
such as:

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate, Herod, his brother Philip, Annas 
and Caiaphas are all mentioned in Luke 3:1-2 in connection with 
the beginning of John the Baptist’s preaching, which introduced 
Jesus Christ. Tiberius is found on numerous Roman coins and 
lived from 42 B.C. to A.D. 37. Herod the tetrarch of Galilee and his 
brother Philip, the tetrarch of Iturea, are mentioned by Josephus, 
the famous Jewish historian of the first century. 

There is a stone inscription dedicated to Pontius Pilate that 
reads: “Pontius Pilate, prefect of Judea.” In archaeology it is called 
the Pilate Stone, and it is in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. 

Annas and Caiphas are both mentioned by Josephus as being 
among the Jewish high priests of the first century.

Evidence for Jesus Christ
Being able to confirm more than 100 biblical characters in 

secular history is impressive and provides a remarkable proof for 
the validity of Scripture. But what about the central figure of the 
Bible, Jesus Christ? Does history confirm that such a man lived, 
performed miracles, died by crucifixion and was resurrected from 
the dead?

Among those that mention Christ are two famous Roman histo-
rians. Both wrote in the second century and were born within 50 
years of the death of Christ. 

Tacitus confirms Christ as the founder of Christianity
Publius Cornelius Tacitus was a prominent Roman senator who 

was born in A.D. 56. His most famous historical work, Annals, was 
published in 115/116. Tacitus confirms the connection between 
Christ and Pilate and agrees with the biblical record that this took 
place during the reign of Tiberius. 

Here is a quote from Tacitus (as translated from Latin by A.J. 
Church in 1876) taken from Annals 15.44:

“Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt 
and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their 
abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from 
whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty 
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procura-
tors, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus 
checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judæa, the 
first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous 
and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and 
become popular.”
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Tacitus was no fan of Christ or 
Christianity. Most scholars believe 
this is an accurate rendition of what 
Tacitus wrote. Notice that he con-
firms the existence of Jesus Christ as 
the founder of the Christian move-
ment. He confirms that Pontius Pilate 
was the governor (or procurator) who 
convicted Christ and condemned 
Him to crucifixion (Matthew 27:2-22). 
He also confirms that all this hap-
pened during the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar (Luke 3:1). All the characters 
and dates line up with the Bible.

Pliny confirms the existence of 
Christ

Pliny the Younger, whose full 
name was Gaius Plinius Caecilius 
Secundus, was a Roman senator and 
was appointed governor of Bithynia 
and Pontus in A.D. 110. In his posi-
tion as governor, he wrote numerous 
letters to Emperor Trajan asking for 
advice. A letter that is relevant to this 
article is found in his last and 10th 
book of letters, and it contains refer-
ences to Christians and Jesus Christ. 

During this time period many 
accused Christians of being canni-
bals. Pliny decided to make a thor-
ough investigation. To his surprise, 
he discovered that the accusation 
was incorrect.

“They declared that the sum total 
of their guilt or error amounted to 
no more than this: they had met 
regularly before dawn on a fixed day 
to chant verses alternately among 
themselves in honor of Christ as if to 
a god, and also to bind themselves by 

“Christus … suffered the 
extreme penalty during 
the reign of Tiberius at 
the hands of one of our 
procurators, Pontius 
Pilatus.”
-Publius Cornelius Tacitus, 
Annals

oath, not for any criminal purpose, but 
to abstain from theft, robbery and adul-
tery, to commit no breach of trust, and 
not to deny a deposit when called upon 
to restore it” (Letters 10.96.7-8, transla-
tor B. Radice).

Pliny was also no fan of Christians, 
but in his writings he mentions them as 
being interrogated, convicted and even 
killed for being followers of Christ.

These two famous Roman histori-
ans leave no doubt as to the origin of 
the religion and its first martyr, Jesus 
Christ.

The Jewish historian Josephus
Arguably the most famous Jewish 

historian of this time period was Fla-
vius Josephus. He is best known for two 
works, The Jewish War and Antiquities 
of the Jews. He wrote both of them in 
Greek to apparently appeal to educated 
people. 

The Jewish War doesn’t mention 
Jesus except in a few disputed ver-
sions, but Antiquities of the Jews men-
tions Jesus twice. While there is some 
dispute over these passages, few schol-
ars reject them outright. There are two 
statements within the longest account, 
called the Testimonium Flavianum, 
that attract the most controversy: “… if 
indeed one ought to call him a man” 
and “He was the Messiah.” The ques-
tion is whether Josephus, a Jew, would 
write such statements or if these were 
inserted by Christians at a later date.

Here is the Testimonium Flavianum 
as it appears in virtually all copies of 
Josephus’ writings:

“Around this time there lived Jesus, 
a wise man, if indeed one ought to call 
him a man. For he was one who did 
surprising deeds, and a teacher of 
such people as accept the truth gladly. 
He won over many Jews and many of 
the Greeks. He was the Messiah. When 
Pilate, upon hearing him accused by 
men of the highest standing among us, 
had condemned him to be crucified, 
those who in the first place came to love 
him did not give up their affection for 
him, for on the third day, he appeared 

to them restored to life. The prophets 
of God had prophesied this and count-
less other marvelous things about him. 
And the tribe of Christians, so called 
after him, have still to this day not died 
out” (Antiquities of the Jews, 18.3.3 §63, 
emphasis added).

While some question the credibility 
of this account, the fact is that all sur-
viving manuscripts written in Greek 
contain the same version of this pas-
sage, with no significant differences.

Opponents and martyrs
Can you prove from secular history 

that Jesus Christ existed? The answer 
is yes! In fact, there is no evidence 
from any ancient writer who seriously 
argued that Jesus did not exist. Robert 
Van Voorst, a modern scholar and theo-
logian, in his book Jesus Outside the 
New Testament wrote, “No pagans and 
Jews who opposed Christianity denied 
Jesus’ historicity or even questioned it” 
(2000, p. 15).

Another fact that should not be 
ignored is that literally thousands of 
Christians in the first century, includ-
ing most of the 12 apostles, gave their 
lives as martyrs. One does not give his 
life for something that he knows to be 
a lie. And these Christians, of all peo-
ple, were in the best position to know 
whether Jesus Christ was a real person.

Amazingly accurate
Is the Bible true? The fact is that sec-

ular history corroborates the existence 
of more than 100 biblical characters 
and provides clear evidence for the 
existence of Jesus Christ, the central fig-
ure of the Bible. 

The Bible is a collection of 66 books 
written by more than 40 authors over 
a period of more than 1,500 years, and 
yet it is amazingly accurate when it 
comes to the historical record. This fact 
alone supports a single and divine ori-
gin.

In our next issue we will continue 
this series by analyzing fulfilled proph-
ecy as another proof that the Bible is 
true. D
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I
n previous articles in this 
series, we saw that Jesus 
spoke of four key themes 
concerning the good news 
of God’s coming Kingdom. 
These key concepts were: 
“The time is fulfilled, and 

the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, 
and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 

In the last article, we saw how Dan-
iel 9:25 indicated that Jesus would 
begin His ministry in A.D. 27. Just as 
God through His prophet Daniel had 
predicted, Jesus arrived at this time 
to begin preaching the gospel of the 
Kingdom. As Jesus noted, the time 
of waiting for this important step in 
God’s plan had been fulfilled. 

We will now consider what Jesus 
meant when He said, “The kingdom of 
God is at hand.” 

What and where is the 
Kingdom?

Understanding this two-part ques-
tion has been confusing for many. 
Some have assumed that the Kingdom 
is simply in one’s heart. Others have 
suggested that it is the Church. Oth-
ers say that this Kingdom is in heaven. 
Few have been able to accurately har-
monize the teaching on this subject 
in the Old Testament with what is 
revealed in the New. 

Before we focus on what Jesus 
meant by the Kingdom of God being 
“at hand,” we need to carefully con-
sider what the Scriptures reveal about 
the Kingdom of God before Jesus’ 
preaching. Then we will have a basis 
for understanding Christ’s statement.

In the second year of King Nebu-
chadnezzar of Babylon, the monarch 
had a dream predicting three major 
gentile empires that would follow his 
Babylonian Empire (Daniel 2:1-43). 
Historically, these successive empires 
turned out to be the Medo-Persian, 

Greek and Roman empires. God, 
through Daniel, gave the interpreta-
tion of the king’s dream (verse 19). 

The last part of the dream and its 
explanation was: “And in the days of 
these kings the God of heaven will set 
up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people; it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand forever” (verse 
44). From this passage we can see that 
the Kingdom of God will rule over all 
people and nations.

God reiterated this point through 
the prophet Zechariah, who in describ-
ing the second coming of Christ to 
earth said, “And the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth” (Zechariah 
14:9). This point is restated in several 
New Testament passages (1 Timothy 
6:15; Revelation 11:15; 17:14; 19:16).

When Christ appeared on earth as a 
human, it was clear that this Kingdom 
did not yet rule over the earth, and the 
early Christians eagerly awaited its 
arrival. Unfortunately, this teaching 
regarding the Kingdom of God being 
a kingdom that would come to earth 
and replace all civil governments dis-
appeared from mainstream Chris-
tianity over the centuries following 
Christ’s death. 

As previously noted in this series, 
historian Edward Gibbon docu-
mented how this teaching of the King-
dom of God being a literal kingdom 
gradually disappeared from main-
stream Christianity. Most churches 
today consider this teaching archaic 
and outdated. See the sidebar: “The 
Four Elements of a Kingdom” for fur-
ther explanation of how the Kingdom 
of God will indeed be a literal king-
dom here on earth. 

As for the “what” and “where” of the 
Kingdom, the Old Testament revealed 
that it would be a future kingdom to 
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Four key concepts are involved for a 
human government to exist. These 
are:

1. Territory.  
A civil authority must have land 
over which it exercises its authority. 
Borders separate nations for the 
purpose of determining jurisdiction. 

2. Subjects.  
Every government must have 
subjects over which it rules. 

3. Laws.  
All nations have laws that their 
citizens are expected to obey. 
Furthermore, compliance with these 
laws is enforced through courts 
of law set up by the government. 
If laws have been broken, 
punishments are determined and 
enforced upon the offenders.

4. Ruler.  
Every government must have a ruler. 
No matter the form of government, 
someone must lead the subjects 
and oversee the government.

The Kingdom of God that will be 
established on the earth when 
Jesus Christ returns will have all four 
elements:

1. The territory that the Kingdom 
of God will rule over includes the 
entire earth. 

2. Its subjects will include all 
humans who are alive. 

3. The laws of the Kingdom will be 
those of God found within the 
Bible. 

4. And the ruler will be Jesus Christ. 

The Four Elements 
of a Kingdom
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be established on earth, first ruling 
over humans for a thousand years and 
then continuing for eternity. 

The Kingdom is “at hand”
In the time of Daniel, God had 

revealed through the prophet that “the 
saints [those studying, learning and 
living in accordance with God’s law] of 
the Most High shall receive the king-
dom, and possess the kingdom forever, 
even forever and ever” (Daniel 7:18). 
This prophecy indicated that the saints 
and this kingdom would be eternal, 
but there were few details about how 
people could enter this Kingdom. 

Jesus’ teaching that “the kingdom of 
God is at hand” (Mark 1:15) began add-
ing to the understanding of the King-
dom of God. In His statement that the 
Kingdom of God was at hand or “near,” 
as the Bible in Basic English and Good 
News Translation have it, Jesus was 
saying that He, as the representative 
of the coming Kingdom of God, was 
available to teach people about this 
future Kingdom.

People who faithfully respond to 
Jesus’ gospel are destined to rule with 
Him as kings and priests over the 
physical nations and peoples who will 
exist when He returns (Revelation 1:6; 
5:10). But an important concept to note 
is that “flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 
15:50). 

In order to become a member of 
this Kingdom, one’s human body 
must be changed to a “spiritual body” 
(verse 44). As Paul put it, “This cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immor-
tality” (verse 53). The Kingdom of God 
will include faithful followers of Christ 

who have been changed into spirit. 
These spirit beings who were previ-

ously mortal will assist Christ in ruling 
over the mortal humans who remain 
alive on earth after all the devasta-
tion that will occur prior to His return. 
Thus, an eternal kingdom composed 
of and administered by spirit beings 
will rule over mortal humans during 
the 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth. 
Of course, since this is an eternal king-
dom, it will continue forever even after 
the millennial reign of Christ comes to 
an end. 

Now that we have the basics regard-
ing what the Kingdom of God is, let’s 
consider a few passages that are often 
misunderstood.

The kingdom is within you
One day when Jesus was asked by 

the Pharisees when the Kingdom of 
God would come, He answered: “The 
kingdom of God does not come with 
observation; nor will they say, ‘See 
here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the 
kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 
17:20-21, emphasis added). From this 
passage some have mistakenly con-
cluded that the Kingdom of God only 
exists in people’s hearts or minds. 

The Greek word entos, which is 
translated “within” in this passage, 
can also be translated “in the midst of” 
(Vine’s Complete Expository Diction-
ary of Old and New Testament Words, 
“Within”). Several Bible translations 
(including the New American Stan-
dard Bible, the New International Ver-
sion, the Modern King James Version 
and Green’s Literal Translation) use 
this “in the midst of” translation. 

What Christ was saying was that He, 
a representative and the future King of 

this coming Kingdom, was standing in 
their midst. Without doubt, this is the 
better translation since the Kingdom 
of God was not in the hearts of the 
skeptical religious leaders Jesus was 
answering. 

While God’s Kingdom is to be in 
our hearts and minds, the Kingdom 
of God is far more than a philosophic 
mind-set. For further study of Luke 
17:20-21, see the Life, Hope & Truth 
article: “The Kingdom of God Is Within 
You.”

Citizenship in heaven
In Philippians 3:20, Paul said that 

“our citizenship is in heaven.” Based 
on this passage, some have mistakenly 
assumed that this means Christians 
will go to heaven in order to become 
part of God’s Kingdom. As we have 
already seen, Jesus Christ will return 
to earth and establish the Kingdom of 
God here on earth. 

While the Kingdom of God cur-
rently exists in heaven, it is destined 
to also encompass all peoples and 
nations here on earth. As John saw 
in vision: “Then the seventh angel 
sounded: And there were loud voices 
in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever and ever!’” (Revela-
tion 11:15). Christ will bring the “times 
of restoration of all things” to the earth 
(Acts 3:21).

In the next article in this series we 
will examine Christ’s command to 
“repent.” In this next article and in the 
concluding one we will see how we can 
be guaranteed citizenship in this com-
ing Kingdom even though we are cur-
rently flesh-and-blood humans. D 
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While the Kingdom of God currently 
exists in heaven, it is destined to also 

encompass all peoples and nations 
here on earth. 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/1000-years-millennium/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/the-kingdom-of-god-is-within-you/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/the-kingdom-of-god-is-within-you/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/13316701044/sizes/l
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How can we create the best environment for helping our children grow? How 
can we make our home a sanctuary for the children God has entrusted to us?

By Bruce Gore

H e l p i n g  O u r  
C h i l d r e n  G r o w

LL HUMANS START OUT AS SWEET, 
lovable and innocent little babies. They come 
into this world without emotional baggage or 
bad habits to break. Practically everything 

has to be learned—how to eat, when to sleep, how to use the 
toilet, crawl, walk, talk, listen, read and so much more—and 
parents are their first and most important teachers. What 
and how they learn greatly affects whether they grow up to 
be wise or foolish.

Many factors influence the minds of our children as they 
grow up, including their peers, entertainment and the pow-
erful influence of social media. But most studies show that 
the family still has the strongest effect of all of these. 

How we parent our children determines to a great extent 
their future. It deeply impacts how well they will do on their 
jobs, the type of person they will choose to marry and the 

success of that relationship, how they will parent their own 
children and the relationship they will have with them.

No parent wants to go through the anguish of seeing 
his or her children choose a path that will destroy their 
future happiness. So what can we do to ensure our children 
become successful adults?

Building on a godly foundation
The foundation of a successful home and family begins 

even before you marry. What can you do to prepare to be 
a godly mate and parent? And what kind of person do you 
want to marry and have as the father or mother of your chil-
dren? 

Solomon wisely noted, “Unless the Lord builds the 
house, they labor in vain who build it” and “Behold, chil-
dren are a heritage from the Lord” (Psalm 127:1, 3). A wise 
person will therefore first seek God’s blessing on his or her 
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The Most Important Things a 
Parent Can Teach

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to 
wrath [lest they become discouraged, Colossians 
3:21 adds], but bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).

The apostle Paul packs a lot into this short 
instruction to parents.

First, he gives a warning not to be unreason-
able, severe or demeaning—not to dishearten 
them, but to encourage them.

“Bring them up” is from the same Greek word 
translated “nourishes” in Ephesians 5:29, where 
Paul points out how much we nourish and 
cherish our own bodies. It is natural that parents 
should lovingly feed their children’s bodies and 
minds.

And what is the main subject of all the training 
and admonition? It is the way of the Lord. This 
is the most important thing a parent can teach. 
How to obey God. How to fear Him, please Him 
and even become like Him. Why?

Because children are a heritage from the Lord 
(Psalm 127:3)—He gives them to us to raise, but 
they are really His.

We must learn the way of the Lord ourselves 
in order to teach it, but, thankfully, it is all laid 
out for us in one textbook—the Holy Bible. The 
Bible gives us the foundational truths that help 
us—and our children—make sense of all other 
important truths.

Introduce your children to God through age-
appropriate Bible study, prayer, exploring His 
creation and practical application of biblical prin-
ciples. As your child sees you live out your faith, 
he or she will learn how reverence of God leads to 
wise choices and blessings. Obeying God’s laws 
brings benefits now—and forever.

Some of those benefits are described in the 
verses at the beginning of Ephesians 6. Learning 
to honor parents is a step toward honoring God, 
and God specifically listed the benefits obeying 
this Fifth Commandment can bring: “‘Honor your 
father and mother,’ which is the first command-
ment with promise: ‘that it may be well with you 
and you may live long on the earth’” (verses 2-3).

Read more in our articles “How to Help Your 
Children Build a Relationship With God” and “Fifth 
Commandment: Honor Your Father and Your 
Mother.”

marriage. And once you are married and decide to have children, 
why not first ask God to bless the conception, birth and your par-
enting efforts? 

God blesses us with these little ones, and He is the One who can 
teach us how to bring them to adulthood successfully. 

Two great principles
God has not left us without guidelines we can use to provide a 

more fulfilling life for our children. Certainly there is no guaran-
tee, as children sometimes make bad choices, but applying these 
guidelines will greatly increase our odds of a good outcome.

The greatest laws of life are also the greatest guides to success-
ful childrearing. Jesus said the entire law of God could be summa-
rized as two great commandments: Love God with all our hearts 
and love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:36-39). These two 
great laws provide the most important framework for steering our 
children toward a successful, fulfilling life. 

When we realize that every human has an awesome potential, 
including these little ones in our care for a brief period of time, 
parenting takes on a whole different outlook. What is our purpose 
in life? What is their future and purpose? It all ties in with our rela-
tionship with God and each other.

If God is first in our lives, then He will be our go-to source for the 
help we need in this most important task of parenting. He will help 
us create the environment to assist our children in growing into 
the kind of adults they need to be—people who love God with all 
their hearts and their neighbors as themselves!

Creating the right environment
When I think about an environment for growth, an experience 

from years ago comes to mind.
Indiana is beautiful in the summer; but in the dead of winter, 

it can be a cold, dreary place. Very few evergreens exist to provide 
color, and when no snow falls the landscape is a dull gray.

On one of those cloudy days, my wife and I visited a couple who 
owned a nursery farm. We stepped from our car into the cold north 
wind and made our way over to some long buildings. 

As we stepped through the doors, we were welcomed by a pleas-
ant 72-degree temperature and met with rows and rows of beauti-
ful flowers and many varieties of verdant young vegetable plants. 

No matter how cold, snowy and windy it was outside, inside 
those buildings we found the ideal environment in which plants 
could thrive. If we create the right environment, we can grow 
almost anything we want to. 

The same is true for children. Give them the right environment, 
and they will develop the qualities they’ll need for a great future.

We can’t totally insulate our children from all the negative 
things of this world, but we can create an environment in our 
homes where they can grow and thrive. 

Making home a sanctuary
The family environment is what makes a house a home. The 

world is not always the nicest place, and after a hard day at school 
or work, we all need a warm place to come home to.

My wife and I had the goal of making our home a sanctuary for 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/how-to-help-your-children-build-a-relationship-with-god/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/how-to-help-your-children-build-a-relationship-with-god/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/honor-fifth-commandment/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/honor-fifth-commandment/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/honor-fifth-commandment/
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our children. No matter what kind of 
day they had at school or in the neigh-
borhood, we wanted our home to be a 
place they would find peace, security, 
kindness and love. 

“For God is not the author of confu-
sion but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). 
Teaching family members to respect 
others and providing the security of 
structure for everyone establishes an 
atmosphere for growth.

A few of the building blocks for cre-
ating this kind of environment in the 
home include:

• Settling differences without 
screaming and anger.

• Having meals together.
• Viewing television and computer 

screens less and talking and listen-
ing more.

• Creating family traditions, such as 
family activity nights and family 
Bible studies.

• Reading to children a lot, espe-
cially when they are small. They 
love it! It provides not only a great 
emotional connector with the par-
ents but it instills in them a desire 
to learn. 

And, of course, the most powerful 
method of instruction is our example. 

A picture is worth a thousand words, 
and a good example of what to do is 
worth a thousand spoken “don’ts.” 

Above all, it’s vital that we teach our 
children about God as early as pos-
sible and also that they see that God 
is important to us. They need to know 
that He is the source of every good and 
perfect gift we have to enjoy (James 
1:17). 

Teaching our children
God tells us to teach our children 

about Him and His instructions for 
us every day, all through the day, to 
explain how obeying His laws makes 
life good for us and others (Deuteron-
omy 6:5-7, 24; 10:13).

When our children were small, our 
family was frequently together in the 
car. On long trips, our children would 
often ask me to tell them stories. I would 
make up stories about young heroes 
and villains, but I always worked in a 
moral to the story as another way to 
teach them about honesty, serving oth-
ers or sacrifice for a good cause.

It can be challenging to find time 
to teach our children. Thankfully, 
God gave us the Sabbath command—
to cease from our work and play on 

the seventh day. (For more about this, 
download our free booklet The Sab-
bath: A Neglected Gift From God.) My 
family found that the Sabbath was spe-
cial time unlike the rest of the week, 
because it provided great opportunities 
to enjoy time together and to talk about 
God’s Word and way of life. 

My wife always prepared a nice 
meal for the beginning of the Sabbath, 
Friday evening. Our children knew 
that dessert came after our family Bible 
study, so they were always excited for 
the study to begin. We tried to keep it 
interesting and relevant for their ages 
and to involve them by making it inter-
active.

Discipline and accountability
Rules and discipline are a necessary 

part of life. If parents don’t require their 
children to live within the boundaries 
of correct conduct, life will, and expe-
rience can be the harshest disciplinar-
ian. Even God, our Father, disciplines 
us for our benefit (Hebrews 12:10). 

Wise parenting, however, looks 
deeper than just correcting specific 
infractions. Even more important 
than wrong actions are the attitudes or 
motives behind them. Consider what 
those may be so you can address those 
when necessary.

The perfect parents?
No matter how well parents have 

done, they all say in hindsight, “I made 
some mistakes. I could have done bet-
ter.” There are no perfect parents. So 
don’t get discouraged. Do the best you 
can with God’s help, and entrust the 
outcome to Him.

God gave His Son as a gift to the 
world. Although God’s gift is far above 
anything we can imagine, there is a 
way in which He wants us to give our 
children as a gift as well. He wants us 
to prepare them to make a contribution 
to the world—to make it a better place 
for others!

We encourage you to learn more 
about what the Bible says about parent-
ing and building a strong family. The 
articles in the “Parenting” and “Fam-
ily” sections on the Life, Hope & Truth 
website can help. D

Parenting: Instructions Not Included
Even though we might not endorse the film itself, the title to the 2013 movie 
Instructions Not Included certainly resonates with many new parents!

Many governments require training for teachers, camp directors and child protective 
services, yet it seems we expect parents to intuitively know what to do. We expect 
mothers and fathers to learn on the job—and they sure do!

But the biblical expectation is more effective and encouraging. God ideally wanted 
parents to learn to be parents from their parents. If your parents haven’t given you this 
training, consider asking them for it. It’s a biblical principle and even if they made some 
big mistakes, perhaps they learned from those and can now provide meaningful advice 
within the framework of God’s principles.

If your parents aren’t available or qualified, other family members or wise people you 
know might step into this role.

Beyond personal experience, it can be helpful to study child development and what 
parenting “experts” have to teach. But beware of the parenting “fad of the year,” and 
compare the advice you read with that which has truly stood the test of time—the 
Bible. God created children and family, and our Heavenly Father truly knows what’s best. 
For more on Christian parenting, see the biblically based articles in our Life, Hope & 
Truth “Parenting” section.

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-sabbath/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-sabbath/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/family/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/family/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/
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Ye s ,  D a d ,  Yo u 
D o  M a t t e r

By Kelli Hogg

TAUGHT YOU THAT?” 
my dad asked me quietly.

I was having brunch 
with my parents on Moth-
er’s Day when I first real-

ized that my dad had doubts about 
whether he had made much of an 
impact on his only daughter’s life. I 
forget now how the topic came up, but 
we had been discussing how it seems 
that most people can’t drive without a 
GPS these days. However, if you lose 
cell reception or your battery dies, you 
have to rely on the old-school technol-
ogy of reading a map. 

“I am so glad you taught me how 
to read a map and to navigate my way 
around,” I laughed as I sipped my cof-
fee that morning. “It has helped me in 
my daily life and all my travels!” That’s 
when my dad stopped eating and asked 
me that question.

“What do you mean?” I exclaimed. 
“Of course, you did!”

When I turned 16, my parents gave 
me a key to the family car. My dad 
also handed me a spiral-bound map of 
every street and neighborhood in the 
area. He showed me how to look up 
where I wanted to go, find it in the book 

and then navigate from my location.
“See! You taught me something that 

I’ve used every day since then, and I 
will going forward.” I gave him a hug. 
He wiped his eyes and said, “I didn’t 
know that. I didn’t know I had made a 
difference in your life.”

How hard it must be
It was in that moment that I came 

to a deeper appreciation of how hard it 
must be to parent a child. Proverbs 22:6 
tells us, “Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it.”

I see parents making valiant efforts 
to do just that, but they have so much 
competition from outside influences. 
Friends, television, movies, social 
media—they are all influential factors 
in how children (and all of us) make 
decisions and develop character. 

How can parents know whether 
they are getting through to their child? 
And when do those lessons stop? Once 
a child is out of high school? College? 
Starting a family of her own?

I think that we, children of all ages, 
can obey the Fifth Commandment to 
“honor your father and mother, that 

your days may be long” (Exodus 20:12) 
by acknowledging just how our parents 
have influenced our lives and helped 
mold us into the men and women we 
have become. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
something as basic as reading a map or 
something much deeper, such as learn-
ing how to honor, fear and love God.

Father’s Day
A few weeks after that brunch, I was 

trying to decide what to get my dad for 
Father’s Day when I remembered our 
conversation and that his “love lan-
guage” (defined by Gary Chapman in 
the The Five Love Languages) is “words 
of affirmation.” So I made a collage of 
images and listed four things I learned 
from my dad. 

I hadn’t given him a handmade gift 
since kindergarten, so he was quite sur-
prised when he opened it and read it. 
He didn’t have to say thank you. I could 
see it in his eyes. Acknowledging that 
I wouldn’t be the same person without 
him was probably the best gift I could 
ever give him.

Yes, Dad, you made—and continue 
to make—a difference. You mattered. I 
love you! Happy Father’s Day! D

"I

When I was young, my dad 
taught me how to read a 

map—as well as many other 
things. A simple gesture 

showed my appreciation for 
his impact on my life.
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What makes your mother special  
to you?

D E A R 
M  M

“One thing that I learned from my 
mom is the lesson of faith. When I 
encountered failure, she would cheer 
me up by saying, ‘Maybe it’s not for 
you, and surely God has something 
better.’ This was always coupled with 
the reminder that as long as I live 
God’s way and put my trust in Him, 
He would always provide what’s best 
for me, even though I may not see it 
that way.” 

Andrei Siopan 
Auckland, New Zealand

“We’ve learned from our mom that service is more rewarding than being 
served. Mom shows love continuously, from 38 years of cooking meals 
(for up to six boys at a time) to coordinating bridal or wedding showers 
and other events for people at Church to watching grandchildren so 
that we boys could attend a parenting seminar. Mom is truly a shining 
example of service. Plus, she always has yogurt-covered raisins.”

Guye, Gregg, Garett, Grant, Gordon and Glade Pennington 
Corydon, Indiana 

“My mom always pushes me to set 
high goals and encourages me along 
every step of the way. She is my 
personal motivator and cheerleader, 
and she sets a wonderful example 
of what I can become. She showed 
me the importance of putting God 
first in my life and always quotes 
encouraging scriptures to lift me up. 
She truly inspires me to be a better 
person and daughter of God.”

Tatiana Meeker 
Cincinnati, Ohio

“For most of my childhood my 
mother was the sole caretaker and 
provider for me and my brother. Her 
example taught me about strength 
and hard work, as well as the fact that 
with God’s help we can accomplish 
more than we ever thought we 
could.”

Tamara Valley 
Houston, Texas
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“I am thankful for the faithful example 
of my mother. She lived through 
many hardships, but her faith in God 
never wavered. She lived through 
the death of several children and 
then developed bone cancer and 
experienced incredible pain. I never 
heard anything bitter from her mouth 
about what she experienced. She 
died when I was 26. Many times when 
I have faced trials, I’ve remembered 
her faithfulness and tried to follow 
her example.”

Gerry Lynd 
Dallas, Texas

“My mother has always set a very 
fine example of expressing her 
love for family through her actions. 
As mentioned in 1 John 3:18, her 
example taught me that our deeds 
speak much louder than our words. 
I treasure the relationship that we’ve 
developed through the years.”

James Ellis 
Gladewater, Texas

“My mother wisely instructed me 
how to treat and view others when I 
was younger; but I learned the most 
just by watching her example—how 
she treated and viewed others. She 
was always, and still is, filled with 
tremendous kindness, patience, 
mercy and concern for people. I’m 
thankful I have such an example to 
look up to; and I’d be very happy to 
turn out anything like her.”

Amy Foster 
Arnold, Missouri

“The biggest lesson that I have 
learned from my mother is what 
loving service really is. Her constant 
example has done more to show 
me what love and service are than 
any lecture or presentation could 
ever hope to do. Of all of the many 
lessons that she’s taught me, this is 
the biggest one that I’m still trying to 
learn.”

Joshua Travers 
Athens, Ohio

“My mother taught me about 
strength. I watched her go through 
such a difficult time in her life. When 
everyone else would have given up, 
I watched her get stronger. She put 
100 percent of her trust in God. That 
taught me where our strength comes 
from.” 

Autumn Smith 
West Salem, Ohio

“I am thankful for my mother’s 
love for us and her hard work and 
determination. When my parents 
got divorced, my mom, siblings and 
I left our house and moved to an 
apartment. She had not been in the 
workforce for years because she was 
a stay-at-home mom. Even though 
it made her physically sick every 
morning before she went to work 
because of anxiety, she went to work 
every day anyway, so that she could 
provide for us. I love my mom very 
much and she will always be my best 
friend!”

Rachel Stark 
Kingsport, Tennessee

“Throughout my entire life, my mom 
has shown an inner strength that 
blossoms from her relationship with 
God. This strength and reliance on 
God has guided her to serve not only 
her family, but anyone who has a 
need. She is the first to respond to 
any situation with a beautiful spirit of 
service and outgoing concern. She 
is one of my closest and best friends 
and such an amazing mother!”

Elizabeth Adolphi 
DeWitt, Iowa

“My mother always gave her all for her 
family, but also to anyone she came 
in contact with. As quiet as her nature 
was, she also always showed kindness, 
and never ceased in serving wherever 
she could. She harbored no ill will for 
others, and for those who did wrong 
to her, she was always quick to forgive, 
never bringing the matter up again. 
She never judged others by their 
appearance, but only by their actions. 
For these rare qualities, she is always 
with me in my thoughts—my mother 
will always be special to me.”

Courtney Hall 
Allen, Texas
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hough many years have passed, my husband and 
I can still recall the events that led up to both of 
our miscarriages. The first one happened on a Sun-
day. We were traveling home from a friend’s house 
where we had spent the weekend. I had been deal-

ing with sharp pains all week. About halfway home I knew 
something was very wrong. We drove straight to the near-
est hospital. 

It was an overwhelming time. Everything was happen-
ing at once, with no time to really comprehend it. It wasn’t 
until days afterward that the reality of losing the baby fully 
hit. 

All too common
Miscarriages occur more frequently than most realize: 

some sources say around 15 percent (others claim as high 
as 25 percent) of pregnancies are lost due to a miscarriage. 
With unreported miscarriages factored in, the number 
could be even higher. 

According to Jane Forester, a family physician in Illi-
nois, the most common reason is “a significant genetic 
abnormality of the fetus. In miscarriages in the first tri-
mester, approximately two thirds have significant chro-
mosomal anomalies” (pregnancyandbaby.com).

Miscarriage, though commonplace, is a very lonely, 
isolating experience because it’s rarely discussed. It can 
be devastating to both the mother and the father. Studies 
show that a father’s sadness and grief is often largely dis-
missed by others and that men may mask their grief as 
anger.

How can we comfort those who’ve been disappointed 
by a lost pregnancy or devastated by multiple miscarriages 
and facing infertility?

Every person’s experience is unique
Steve and Allison* became pregnant right away. They 

were surprised and thrilled at how easy it had been. At 12 
weeks, Allison went in for a routine checkup. Everything 
had been progressing smoothly, so when the doctor told 
her there was no heartbeat—she was shocked. An ultra-
sound revealed the bad news: There was only an empty sac. 

Steve recalls the excruciating pain his wife experienced 
later that night. His main concern at the time was for her. 
“I hadn’t really had time to get used to the idea of having 
a child,” he shared, but his wife’s agonizing grief was very 
real.

Steve and Allison dealt with their loss by simply waiting 
the designated three months, then trying again. Much to 
their relief, she got pregnant right away, and now, almost 
13 years later, their family is complete with two healthy 
children.

Jake and Lisa* were a young couple, married just a few 
years, when they learned that they were expecting. It was a 
whirlwind of emotions for both of them, as hers would be a 
high-risk pregnancy. 

Now, with life about to change dramatically, they had 
to face head-on the reality of this pregnancy. What would 
Lisa face in terms of health? Jake wondered if they were 
financially ready for a baby. “I couldn’t see or realize the 
baby in the same way that Lisa could,” Jake acknowledged, 

*Names changed

Having children is a blessing from God, and many 
couples look forward to starting a family. But when a 

miscarriage occurs, it can be heartbreaking. 

By Debbie Pierce

t h e  d a y  w e  
l o s t  o u r  b a b y

t
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Resources for  
Dealing With the 
Grief of Miscarriage 
Here are some books that 
address this difficult subject. 
Though we cannot give a blanket 
recommendation for everything in 
these books, we hope they can be 
helpful.

“so I thought about the pregnancy from a 
logical standpoint.” 

The miscarriage happened early in the 
pregnancy for Lisa and Jake. Lisa, who had 
resolved to leave things in God’s hands and 
had actually prayed that God take charge 
of the outcome since she was facing some 
serious challenges, felt a sense of calm 
mixed with sorrow. She had her prayer 
answered, though not in the way she’d 
anticipated. 

Their decision to not prevent another 
pregnancy was an act of faith on their part 
that God was big enough to handle any 
complications that might arise. They took 
steps to make sure Lisa was in the healthi-
est place she could be, and got the thumbs-
up from her doctor that if they were going 
to try again, now was the optimal time. 
They were blessed with a beautiful daugh-
ter.

Helping without hurting
Going through a miscarriage is a dev-

astating experience for any couple, and it 
can be a challenge for others to know what 
to say, especially when they don’t have per-
sonal experience with this kind of loss. 
Here are some dos and don’ts to consider:

What to say:
“I’m so sorry.” Acknowledge the loss, 

without trying to interpret or explain it. 
Couples who have gone through the loss of 
a pregnancy don’t need advice, just under-
standing. 

What to do:
Let the grieving couple know you care 

and are available to talk. Ask them what 
they want or need from you right now, 
and then honor that. A note or card that 
expresses sorrow can be a very meaning-
ful gesture. If you’ve gone through a simi-
lar experience, acknowledge that and offer 
to share your story if and when it’s wanted.

What not to say:
“This doesn’t mean you won’t have chil-

dren someday.” Be careful about saying 
things that you don’t actually know to be 
true. 

“You can always try again.” One baby 
doesn’t replace another. Grieving takes 
time; each couple decides if and when they 
are ready to try again for a child. 

“At least you have other children.” 
Again, one baby doesn’t replace another. A 
miscarriage is no less difficult for women 

who already have children.
“It’s really a blessing in disguise.” 

Women who are high-risk and choose to 
try for a child anyway will often encounter 
mixed emotions from family and friends 
who are concerned for their health. Some 
may be supportive, others fearful. We must 
be respectful of a couple’s right to pursue 
pregnancy, even in the face of significant 
health risks.

Accepting infertility
It took two years for me to get pregnant 

again. This time we made it to the 11th 
week before I lost the pregnancy. 

I had already had a sonogram to make 
sure everything was okay, but I began 
to worry anyway. My morning sickness 
had abruptly stopped a few days earlier. 
I remember confiding in a friend at work 
that I was afraid this might mean some-
thing was wrong. She assured me that 
things were probably fine. 

They weren’t.
That pregnancy was 13 years ago; it 

was to be our last. We never expected to 
be one of those couples who would never 
have children. Over the years we talked 
many times about wanting to have kids, 
but it wasn’t until we saw a fertility spe-
cialist that we realized our chances were 
lower than most couples. At that point we 
began discussing the possibility of adop-
tion. We went back and forth, but it was 
several years before we were ready. Unfor-
tunately, even after investing several thou-
sand dollars, we were never selected by a 
birth mother. 

The realization that we would not have 
children together was not something that 
hit us all at once; it was a process that hap-
pened over many years. What helped us 
through this, first and foremost, was our 
desire to accept whatever God allowed for 
us. We hold fast to the Romans 8:28 prom-
ise: “And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His 
purpose.” 

So we cultivated close relationships with 
nieces and nephews and our friends’ chil-
dren. We gravitated toward careers that 
would allow us to make a difference in chil-
dren’s lives, if not as parents, then as educa-
tors. It hasn’t been the same as having our 
own, but it’s been enough. D

When Hello Means 
Goodbye, by 
Paul Kirk and Pat 
Schwiebert

Empty Cradle, 
Broken Heart, by 
Deborah Davis

Grieving the Child 
I Never Knew, by 
Kathe Wunnenberg

A Guide for Fathers: 
When a Baby Dies, 
by Tim Nelson

Too Soon a Memory, 
by Pat Schwiebert

Something 
Happened: A 
Book for Children 
and Parents Who 
Have Experienced 
Pregnancy Loss, by 
Cathy Blanford

See also our Life, Hope & 
Truth online article “How to 
Deal With Grief.”

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/how-to-deal-with-grief/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/how-to-deal-with-grief/
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World InSight

T
hroughout Europe today many Jews are con-
templating a painful dilemma sometimes 
characterized as the choice between “the cof-
fin and the suitcase.” With violence against 
Jews on the rise, should they leave Europe?

Seven decades after the Holocaust, it 
appears that memories of the 6 million Jews who died have 
largely faded. And now the fantasy that Judenhass, the 
hatred of the Jews, ended with Adolf Hitler is fading too.

In recent months, Brussels, Paris and Copenhagen have 
been added to the growing list of European cities marred by 
sensational murders of Jews. Meanwhile, other unsettling 
acts of anti-Semitism—such as physical assaults and intimi-
dation of Jews on the street, synagogue arsons, anti-Semitic 
graffiti and desecration of Jewish cemeteries—are becoming 
frighteningly common. 

While European leaders link arms and proclaim “never 
again,” their words are drowned out by hordes shouting 
anti-Semitic bile: “Jews to the gas!” “Slit Jews’ throats” and 
“Hitler was right.” Charging that “European governments 
have failed their Jewish citizens,” Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has appealed for European Jews to join 
the exodus already underway to the haven of Israel.

Consider these major newspaper headlines:
• “Europe’s Alarming New Anti-Semitism” (Wall Street 

Journal).
• “Anti-Semitism on Rise Across Europe ‘in Worst Times 

Since the Nazis’” (The Guardian).
• “Somewhere Between the Holocaust and 2015 It Became 

OK to Blame Jews Again” (The Telegraph).
The media has started to note the eerie trends that have 

some European Jews pondering an age-old question: “Is it 
time to leave again?”

• A survey published by the Fundamental Rights Agency 
of the European Union in 2013 found that 29 percent 
of European Jews have considered emigrating because 
they no longer feel safe. Two-thirds of the 6,000 Jewish 
respondents considered anti-Semitism in Europe to be 
on the rise and 76 percent said that anti-Semitism had 
worsened in their country, with the most marked dete-
riorations in Hungary, Belgium and France.

• In France 475,000 Jews represent less than 1 percent 
of the nation’s population; but in 2014, according to 
French Interior Ministry, 51 percent of all racist attacks 
targeted Jews. This is resulting in a “new exodus,” with 
over 10,000 French Jews emigrating (7,000 to Israel) in 
2014—nearly double the number that left the previous 
year. The number is expected to double again this year 
after the recent attacks. Significantly, 50,000 more have 
made formal inquiries to relocate.

• Britain, home to 300,000 Jews, recorded over 1,100 anti-
Semitic incidents in 2014, double the previous year and 
the highest number of such acts on record. Recent sur-
veys of Jews in the U.K. show more than half (58 percent) 

Modern secular Europe 
believed it had long since 

left behind the bigotry and 
violence of the past. So why the 
dramatic reemergence of anti-
Semitism today? What does it 

portend for the future?

By Neal Hogberg
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fear that Jews have no long-term 
future in Europe.

• Malmö, Sweden’s third-largest city, 
is often mentioned as the capital 
of European anti-Semitism, with 
attacks on Jews tripling between 
2010 and 2012—without a single 
resulting conviction.

Why is this happening now?
The demographic changes under-

way in Europe are staggering. In 2010 
there were only 1.4 million Jews left in 
Europe—just 10 percent of the world’s 
Jewish population, and a miniscule 0.2 
percent of Europe’s population. This 
figure has plummeted precipitously 
from the 1939 population of 9.4 million 
or 57 percent of the world’s Jews (Febru-
ary 2015 Pew Research Center’s Global 
Religious Landscape report).

Conversely, tidal waves of Muslim 
immigration to the Continent have ini-
tiated what many are calling a “Euro-
pean intifada.” This rapidly swelling, 
but not well assimilated, Muslim popu-
lation stood at 44 million in 2010—up 
from 29.6 million in 1990—and it is 
projected to reach 58 million by 2030. 
“The world’s oldest hatred,” once con-
sidered a phenomenon of the nation-
alist right, is today found more often 
among Europe’s Muslims than anyone 
else.

“We are a microcosm of the Middle 
East,” said Philip Carmel, the policy 
director for the European Jewish Con-
gress, because “the Middle East is being 
imported to Europe” ( Jim Yardley, 
“Europe’s Anti-Semitism Comes Out 
of the Shadows,” New York Times, Sept. 
23, 2014).

“The continent of ‘wine and roses’ 
is also crawling with home-grown sec-
ond- and third-generation jihadists, 
run-of-the-mill right-wing Neo-Nazis, 
politically correct leftists, and native 
Europeans who resent being made 
to feel guilty for Hitler’s past crimes” 
(Phyllis Chesler, The New Anti-Semi-
tism, 2003, pp. 7-8). 

The ancient roots of Europe’s 
oldest hatred

The Continent has a long, ugly 
history of bigotry and persecution 

toward Jews. “Antisemitism in the 
sense of ‘Jew-hatred’ had been endemic 
throughout European history,” states 
historian Norman Davies. “Its embers 
were always alight, bursting into flame 
and dying down in patterns that are 
not easily explained” (Europe: A His-
tory, 1998, pp. 846-847).

As a result of the Diaspora—the dis-
persion or scattering from their ancient 
homeland of Judea—many Jews spread 
throughout the Roman Empire. 

According to historian Paul John-
son, later European sovereigns from 
Spain to Russia noticed that “the great 
Jewish strength lay in the ability to take 
quick advantage of new opportunities; 
to recognize an unprecedented situ-
ation when it arose and devise meth-
ods of handling it” (History of the Jews, 
1987, p. 253). “They were the best of all 
urban colonists, they had useful trad-
ing networks, possessed rare skills, 
accumulated wealth quickly and were 
easy to tax” (p. 205).

“The Jewish passion for education, 
which was rooted in the study of Torah, 
but which could be easily redirected 
to the early acquisition of foreign lan-
guages, of legal qualifications, or of sci-
entific expertise” gave Jews an advan-
tage with “the expanding frontiers 
of knowledge and communications, 
where people with international con-
tacts stood at an advantage over their 
homegrown confrères” (Europe: A His-
tory, pp. 847-848).

Religious-based anti-Semitism 
reflects back to fourth-century Roman 
Emperor Constantine, who declared 
the customs of the Jews as unbecom-
ing and said, “Henceforth let us have 
nothing in common with this people.” 
Rabid anti-Semites instigated the false 
belief that the Jewish people alone 
were responsible for the death of Jesus. 
The personal venom of Martin Luther, 
author of On the Jews and Their Lies, 
was such that, on his deathbed, he con-
demned Jews for his chest pains.

Through conspiracy theories, Jews 
were also falsely impugned for all 
of mankind’s evils. They have been 
blamed for poisoning wells, blood 
libels (murders of young children) and 

the Black Death. Hoaxes—like the dis-
credited but still popular forgery Pro-
tocols of the Elders of Zion—accused the 
Jews of nefarious economic domina-
tion of the world.

Jews have frequently been given the 
choice of conversion, death or exile. 
They often were not allowed to own 
land, but were forced to live in segre-
gated ghettos. A large chunk of Rus-
sia’s ex-Polish provinces was turned 
into the Pale of Settlement where Jews 
were confined; but following the assas-
sination of Czar Alexander II, the first 
of many violent pogroms took place 
as Jews were made the scapegoats. The 
slogan “thrash a Jew and save Russia” 
was flaunted then, and the attitude 
seems to be resurfacing today.

An Israeli psychiatrist once noted 
with bitter irony that “the Germans will 

While European leaders 
link arms and proclaim 

“never again,” their words 
are drowned out by 

hordes shouting anti-
Semitic bile: “Jews to the 

gas!” “Slit Jews’ throats” 
and “Hitler was right.”
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never forgive the Jews for Auschwitz.” 
And it’s not just Germany. 

“In many European countries, 
Jews have long represented an irk-
some reminder of the blemishes on the 
nation’s moral standing. This is most 
obviously the case in Germany, where 
Jews are widely seen as flesh-and-blood 
embodiments of the darkest hour in 
the nation’s history—a chapter that a 
younger generation of Germans, impa-
tient with the ubiquitous memorials 
attesting to their nation’s past crimes, is 
determined to make a less prominent 
part of public life. But the same goes for 
countries that once saw their own his-
tory in unambiguously positive terms: 
whether in Poland, Sweden, or France, 
past treatment of Jews complicates 
long-standing narratives about hero-
ism in World War II” (Yascha Mounk, 
“Europe’s Jewish Problem,” Foreign 
Affairs, Sept. 17, 2014).

A distinction without a difference
Virulent anti-Semitism has also 

been repackaged and given a more 
intellectual fig leaf as anti-Zionism. 
This phenomenon emerged in the 
1960s, defaming and demonizing not 
Jews personally, but rather the Jewish 
state of Israel.

“Britain hasn’t escaped the anti-
Semitism sweeping Europe,” writes 

Brendan O’Neill of numerous boy-
cotts and divestment initiatives. “The 
British have merely found new and 
subtler ways of expressing it” (“It’s 
Britain, so the Anti-Semitism Is More 
Refined,” Wall Street Journal, Aug. 15, 
2014).

O’Neill also wrote, “In Nazi Ger-
many, it was all the rage to make one’s 
town Judenfrei [meaning cleansed of 
Jews]. Now a new fashion is sweeping 
Europe: to make one’s town or city what 
we might call ‘Zionistfrei.’ … Across the 
Continent, cities and towns are declar-
ing themselves ‘Israel-free zones,’ insu-
lating their citizens from Israeli pro-
duce and culture. It has ugly echoes of 
what happened 70 years ago” (“Rinsing 
Israel Out of Europe: The Zionistfrei 
Movement,” Wall Street Journal, Dec. 9, 
2014). 

Why anti-Semitism?
Why do the Jews, a scattered people, 

so few in number—less than one fourth 
of 1 percent of the earth’s population—
inspire such bitter resentment and 
ferocious animosity? 

“Strangeness,” as historian Paul 
Johnson has described the Jewish 
laws of diet, cleanliness and worship, 
“lay at the origin of anti-Semitism in 
antiquity: the Jews were not merely 
immigrants, but they kept themselves 
apart” (A History of the Jews, p. 134). 
The refusal by many Jews to assimi-
late into the melting pot of polytheis-
tic and pagan religions, in addition to 
the importance of marital and family 
bonds, made them different in many 
ways.

For millennia the Jewish people 
have also believed that they are God’s 
chosen people. Though without a com-
plete understanding of God’s plan of 
salvation, many Jews down through 
the ages have taken very seriously a 
calling to be a special people (Deuter-
onomy 14:2; 7:7) with a covenant estab-
lished with God (Genesis 17:1-9). The 
New Testament shows God does have 
a special love for the Jewish people, 
through whom the Old Testament was 
preserved for us (Romans 3:1-2; 11:1-
28). 

But this tradition of “chosenness” 

has provoked intense antagonism aptly 
expressed by best-selling Norwegian 
novelist Jostein Gaarder’s comment, 
“to act as God’s chosen people is not 
only stupid and arrogant, but a crime 
against humanity” (“God’s Chosen Peo-
ple,” Aftenposten, Aug. 2006).

The concept of God working 
through chosen people should not be 
strange except for the fact of biblical 
ignorance. True Christians have also 
been given the mandate to not conform 
to the world around them (Romans 
12:2) because they have been given a 
special calling (1 Peter 2:5-12) and tra-
ditions to hold to (2 Thessalonians 2:13-
15).

Jesus Christ was a Jew. The earliest 
apostles were all Jewish. Christianity 
can only be properly understood with 
the foundation of the Hebrew Bible (2 
Timothy 3:15-17).

A warning for others too
Jews have always been the canaries 

in society’s coal mine, with attitudes 
and violence toward them serving as 
a warning of potential upheaval. The 
political truism that “what begins with 
the Jews doesn’t end with Jews” should 
remind people of previous periods of 
turbulence.

“It is not 1933. But could it be 1929?” 
cautions author Jeffrey Goldberg. 
“Could Europe’s economic stagnation 
combine with its inability to assimi-
late and enfranchise growing popula-
tions of increasingly angry Muslims in 
such a way as to clear a path for volatile 
right-wing populism?” (“Is It Time for 
the Jews to Leave Europe?” The Atlan-
tic, April 2015).

Current conditions are setting the 
stage for end-time events that will be 
increasingly dangerous for both Jews 
and others who follow the teachings of 
the Bible. Thankfully, that same Bible 
promises that after the destruction that 
such hatreds will bring, Jesus Christ 
will return to bring a wonderful world 
tomorrow. We must focus on and pre-
pare for the time of peace in order to 
endure the troublesome times ahead. 

Read more in our Life, Hope & Truth 
articles “Anti-Semitism” and “World 
Peace: How It Will Come.” D

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/middle-east/anti-semitism/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/world-peace/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/world-peace/
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“G
ive your heart to the Lord!” 

If you flip through the channels on a 
Sunday morning, you will hear many TV 
preachers using these words trying to 
encourage their viewers to “accept Jesus” 

and “be saved.” Most of Protestant Christianity, especially 
the evangelical movement, is based on the premise that 
Christians need to expose as many as possible to the name 
of Jesus Christ in order to save them from hell.

The thinking goes like this: Since the Bible is dogmatic 
about the need for each person to accept Jesus Christ as 
Savior (Acts 4:12), it is essential for Christianity to spread the 
name of Jesus Christ far and wide. Christians must get as 
many as possible to verbally accept Jesus as Savior now so 
they can supposedly go to heaven when they die and be 
“saved” from eternal torment or separation from God. 

How this is carried out varies—from altar calls at evan-
gelistic meetings, to short prayers television preachers 
give people to read, to one-on-one meetings to persuade 
people to take this step.

The underlying belief is that God is trying to save the 
entire world today. In other words, God is in a titanic battle 
to save as many people as possible because this lifetime is 
when each person will make the decision that will affect him 
or her for eternity.

While we don’t question the zeal and sincerity of those 
behind these efforts, when we look into the Bible, we see 
that there is much more to becoming a Christian than this. 
And we see that God’s plan is not just limited to today. To 
learn more about how God works with people at different 
times, see From Holidays to Holy Days: God’s Plan for You.

JESUS’ SURPRISING STATEMENT
John 6 records an interesting encounter Jesus had with 

a group of people who followed Him. Jesus discerned that 
these people followed Him for the free meals He occasion-
ally provided; but they did not really understand who He 
was or the significance of His message (John 6:26, 41-42). 

In this context Jesus said: “No one can come to Me unless 

the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (verse 44).

Read it again. Think about it. 
Jesus Christ taught that one must be specifically drawn to 

Jesus Christ by the Father. The word “draws” is from a Greek 
word that essentially means to drag, lead or impel (Thayer’s 
Greek Lexicon). Jesus repeated this truth three other times in 
this discourse:

• “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me” (verse 
37).

• “This is the will of the Father, … that of all He has given 
Me …” (verse 39). 

• “No one can come to Me unless it has been granted to 
him by My Father” (verse 65).

Jesus was saying that a person cannot just intellectually 
or emotionally decide to “accept Jesus” and become a Chris-
tian. Those people who followed Him around for food could 
not grasp the significance of His words because they weren’t 
being drawn (or called) by the Father at that time.

Jesus’ statements show the futility of efforts to get as 
many people as possible to just say they “accept Jesus.” If we 
believe what Christ said, then the Father must initiate the 
process through a calling.

THE BIGGER PICTURE
In order to fully understand what Christ meant, we must 

step back and look at the bigger picture. If God has to work 
in the mind of an individual to draw him or her, we have to 
understand what the Bible teaches about the spiritual state 
of humanity.

Many are familiar with the Genesis account of Adam, Eve, 
the serpent and the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3).

After Adam and Eve rejected God’s direction by obeying 
the serpent (Satan) and eating the fruit of the forbidden tree, 
God “drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east 
of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to guard the way to the tree of life” (verse 24). 

The “tree of life” symbolized access to God through His 
Spirit, ultimately leading to eternal life. Instead of leaving 

Many Christians believe they must get as many as 
possible to “accept Jesus.” But did you know Jesus said it 

is impossible to come to Him without God’s calling?
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Is “Accepting Jesus” 
All There Is to 

Becoming a Christian?
By Erik Jones

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G1670&t=KJV
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G1670&t=KJV
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The Father
Draws
In order for someone to 
become a Christian, 
God must speci�cally 
draw him or her by 
opening his or her mind 
to understand the 
truths of the Bible, 
particularly the true 
gospel. 

+ Luke 24:45
John 6:44
Acts 2:39
Acts 5:7
1 Corinthians 1:26-29

1. 2.
After God begins 
opening someone’s 
mind to His truth, he 
or she has to decide 
to either believe 
through faith or reject 
it. We move forward in 
the calling when we 
faithfully believe and 
put into practice what 
we learn about God’s 
way of life.

+ Romans 5:1-2
Romans 10:17
Ephesians 2:8

Faith in God

Matthew 4:17
Acts 2:38
Romans 2:4
2 Corinthians 7:9-11
1 John 1:9-10

+

After we have learned 
and believed God’s 
truth, the next step is 
to repent of our 
personal sins. This is a 
process that involves 
seeking God’s 
forgiveness and 
committing to a new 
way of life. 

repentance3.

4.

When we have made 
the decision to 
commit our lives to 
God, we will seek 
baptism and the 
laying on of hands to 
formalize our lifelong 
commitment to true 
Christianity. 

+ Matthew 28:19-20 
Mark 16:15-16
Acts 2:38-39
Acts 22:16
Romans 6:3-4

Water 
baptism

+ Acts 2:1-8, 38
Acts 5:32
Romans 8:9-11
Romans 14
1 Corinthians 2:10-11 
Galatians 5:22-23
1 Corinthians 12:12-14

After baptism and the 
laying on of hands, 
God gives the called 
person His Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is 
God’s power, which 
helps a Christian to 
grow and overcome 
sin. We are put into 
the Body of Christ, the 
Church.

The Holy Spirit5.

6.

The Christian calling is a lifelong 
growth process. By 
fellowshipping with the Church 
of God, a converted person 
grows through service to others, 
especially the brethren. 
Christians must remain faithful 
throughout their 
lives—continuing to overcome 
sin and develop godly character. 

+ Matthew 3:8
Matthew 24:13
Philippians 1:6
2 Peter 1:5-10

lifelong obedience 
and growth

7.

The ultimate 
purpose of God’s 
calling is to bring us 
into His family as 
immortal children 
of God. The physical 
life of a Christian is 
to prepare us for 
this destiny. 

+ Romans 8:29
1 Corinthians 15:43-54
Philippians 3:21
2 Peter 1:4
1 John 3:2

Eternal Life 
in God’s 
Family

7 Steps
of the

Christian
calling

LifeHopeandTruth.com

Jesus taught that “no one can 
come to Me unless the Father 
who sent Me draws him” (John 
6:44). That calling begins a 
lifelong process.
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access open to all of Adam and Eve’s offspring, God cut man-
kind off from the tree of life. The remainder of the Bible and 
secular history records that, generally speaking, mankind has 
pursued a course of life disconnected from God’s guidance 
and direction in almost every way. Humanity has formed its 
own religions, governments, customs, ideologies and life-
styles. See “World Religions: Why Are There So Many?” for how 
this came about.

Since the Garden of Eden, God has allowed Satan to 
continue to deceive “the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). 
Throughout the Bible, we are told that the majority of people 
who have lived are in a state of blindness to spiritual truth (2 
Corinthians 3:14; 4:4). 

Just as it is impossible for someone who is blind to see, it is 
impossible for someone who is spiritually blind to understand 
spiritual truth (Romans 8:7).

These scriptures help us see the error of thinking God is 
in a titanic battle with Satan to save as many as possible now 
by just getting them to accept the name of Jesus. No human 
effort can convert a mind that has been blinded—spiritual 
sight and understanding is impossible without God’s interven-
tion (John 12:40). (But God does have a plan to save those He 
hasn’t yet called in this age! Read “Are Most People Eternally 
Lost?” on LifeHopeandTruth.com.)

This is the crucial context for understanding Christ’s state-
ment in John 6:44. Without God’s direct intervention, the 
human mind will remain blinded. 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED?
So, how does the calling revealed in John 6:44 work? In 

other words, how can a person go from a state of spiritual 
blindness to a state of spiritual sight and understanding? 

Jesus elaborated on this in Luke 10: “I thank You, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes” (verse 
21, emphasis added). This revelation opens the eyes and mind 
to see and understand spiritual truth that was not possible 
before. “Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see; 
for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to 
see what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you 
hear, and have not heard it” (verses 23-24). 

So the Christian calling begins in the mind! Christ was 
clear that if you do not have this calling, it doesn’t matter how 
much you study or who you are, you will not have the ability 
to understand most spiritual truth. 

So how do you know if you are being called by God?

The first indication is that you are beginning to gain 
knowledge and understanding of God’s Word that you never 
had before. The Bible likens this to going from darkness to 
light: “For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 4:6). You will 
begin to understand who God is, what His plan and purpose 
are and how He expects you to live.

A second indication is that you will begin to feel guilt 
for your personal sins and will seek to begin the process of 
repentance and conversion (Acts 2:37-38). Conversion is a big 
topic; but in simple terms, it is coming to a realization of God’s 
truth, accepting Jesus Christ as your Savior, asking for forgive-
ness of your sins, being baptized and living life in subjection 
to God’s law through the Holy Spirit.

After the first two steps, you must respond. God wants 
you to dedicate yourself to overcoming sin, building godly 
character and growing in your understanding of His Word 
for the rest of your life (Ephesians 4:22-24; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 
Peter 3:18).

For further details and scriptures on the Christian calling, 
see the infographic “7 Steps of the Christian Calling” and the 
article “God Calling!” on the Life, Hope & Truth website.

THE NEXT STEP
The Church that publishes this magazine does not hold 

altar calls or plead with people to just “accept Jesus.” We 
understand that before someone can come to Jesus Christ, he 
or she must first be drawn by the Father. We hope and pray 
that our materials will be tools in His hand for our readers. We 
provide many other resources in the “Change” section of our 
website, LifeHopeandTruth.com. 

God wants all people to be saved, but He determines the 
age in which His invitation will be extended to each person. 
Of course, if God is opening your mind to His way of life, it is 
vitally important that you respond to Him because this is your 
opportunity. As Hebrews 2:3 asks, “How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation?”

If you believe God is calling you, we encourage you 
to study our free booklet Change Your Life! This booklet 
provides more details about how to personally respond 
to God’s calling in your life. We also have trained ministers 
throughout the world who can counsel and assist you 
in further understanding how to fulfill God’s calling in 
your life. You can contact us using our contact form at 
LifeHopeandTruth.com/contact. D

So how do you know if you are being 
called by God?

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible-questions/why/world-religions/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/are-most-people-eternally-lost/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/are-most-people-eternally-lost/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible-questions/what/god-calling/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/contact/
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PASSING THROUGH MOPTI IN THE WEST AFRICAN 
nation of Mali, I was reminded of the value of something I 
usually hold cheap. At the confluence of the Niger and Bani 
Rivers, just south of the Sahara, Mopti is an important trad-
ing center situated between historic Djenné (famous for its 
huge, mud-brick mosque) and Timbuktu.

To disembark in this part of Mali is to unmoor from time. 
Among some signs of modernity, most herders, farmers, 
fishermen and traders live much as their ancestors did hun-
dreds of years ago. Their skills and techniques have changed 
little, and in the evening they still bathe in the muddy rivers. 

Salt caravans
In Mopti’s market, I walked among huge slabs of salt that 

had made an amazing journey, one of the last in the world 
still completed by camel caravan. In the extreme north of 
Mali, at Taoudenni, lies an ancient seabed, now an open-air 
salt mine. Under 5 feet (1.5 meters) of clay, and several layers 
of poor quality salt, lie three layers of high-quality salt. 

In temperatures rising to 120 degrees Fahrenheit (50 Cel-
sius), impoverished men use crude hand tools to uncover 
and cut the salt into slabs weighing 65 to 90 pounds (30 to 40 
kilograms). These are packed onto camels (some trucks are 
now also used) and transported on the two- to three-week 
trek to Timbuktu. Once at the river, the slabs are loaded onto 
boats bound for Mopti, where they are broken into smaller 
amounts for retail sale.

These salt caravans are centuries old, and they under-
score the historic value of salt and the extreme effort people 
expended to acquire it. Today salt is inexpensive for most 
people, but in the past its scarcity and its value as a preser-
vative and flavor enhancer meant salt was sometimes liter-
ally worth its weight in gold. Roman soldiers were paid a 
salarium, part of their wages, either in salt or its equivalent 
value. (This is the origin of our word salary.)

Being the salt of the earth
Salt was important in the world of the Bible. It was 

included in every grain offering made to God (Leviticus 

2:13). A “covenant of salt” was a very important, long-last-
ing covenant (Numbers 18:19; 2 Chronicles 13:5). Christian 
speech is to be gracious, which is compared to being “sea-
soned with salt” (Colossians 4:6).

Most importantly Jesus told His disciples they were “the 
salt of the earth” and warned them not to lose their savor 
(Matthew 5:13). 

Sodium chloride is quite stable; pure salt can’t lose its 
saltiness. But in the first century most salt came from salty 
marshes and the like, and therefore contained many impu-
rities. Salt was more soluble than the impurities, so it could 
leach away, leaving only an insipid residue. 

To avoid losing their savor, Christians are to preserve vir-
tue even in a world that rejects it. Contact with them should 
be stimulating and leave a pleasant “aftertaste.” And they 
must not allow what makes them truly disciples of Christ—
the way of life He taught—to dissipate. They must not go from 
precious to profitless.

The mines and caravans of Mali reminded me of the value 
of something I often take for granted. And they underscored 
the importance of keeping Christianity true and pure. What 
a high charge it is to remain the salt of the earth!

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

The salt caravans of Mali remind 
me of the value of something I 
often take for granted. They help 
me understand Christ’s comment 
about the salt of the earth.

Back to the Salt Mines
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Salt of the earth
Rock salt at the 
market in Mopti, 
Mali

https://www.flickr.com/photos/robinelaine/48077056/in/set-1046668/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/robinelaine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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