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T
You might have seen the old car-

toon with two little boys talking after 
church. One, recovering from the bit-
ter disappointment of having just 
learned that Santa Claus doesn’t exist, 
declares to his friend, “And I’m going 
to look into this Jesus Christ business 
too!”

Most of us can identify with that 
little kid. Remember when you placed 
an innocent belief in those you trusted 
most, only to find out they had set you 
up for a big letdown? Remember the 
gleeful anticipation of finding money under your pillow 
from the tooth fairy, seeing what Santa left for you or look-
ing for the eggs and candy the Easter bunny hid? One day 
the stark realization hit you that it was all a scam!

Call it what they will—harmless fun, make-believe—
they still lied to you. These were followed by any number 
of deceits that turned us from childlike believers into sus-
picious skeptics.

Hacking through the jungle
But what would life be like, what would we find, if we 

turned our cynicism into a quest for discovery and, like 
the little boy, looked into “this Jesus Christ business”?

All of us on the Discern staff decided at some point 
in our lives to do just that; and now, years later, we love 
sharing our findings. Different things stirred each of us 
at different times, but we all shared a common irritation 
and curiosity. We were annoyed at finding out that a lot of 
things we’d been led to believe were not in the Bible and 
curious to know the truth about “this Jesus Christ busi-
ness.”

The quest for biblical discovery parallels many other 
great discovery stories. I recently read Candice Millard’s 
The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey, 
recounting his little-known exploration of an uncharted 

tributary of the Amazon River. The 
grueling venture nearly cost his life, 
and it certainly changed his life.

Like Roosevelt’s crew slogging 
through the Brazilian rainforest, 
anyone seeking to discover where 
the Bible leads has to hack his way 
through a jungle of man-made tradi-
tions and prejudices that choke and 
obscure the truth.

At the fork in the river of life
It’s an extremely demanding 

quest. Or, as Jesus described it in His 
book, “Narrow is the gate and diffi-
cult is the way which leads to life, and 
there are few who find it” (Matthew 
7:14).

Why? Probably because the greatest challenge isn’t 
finding out what is or is not in the Bible—it’s finding out 
what is or is not in us! 

Truth inevitably brings us to a fork in the river where 
we’re forced to choose: Will we take the wide, easy-flow-
ing stream offered by today’s vast variety of beliefs, or the 
more challenging, less popular channel of truth defined 
by Jesus Christ? Only one leads to life.

It’s no different now than it was when Jesus walked 
the earth. He had to cut through a maze of false religious 
ideas to lead people to truth. In one instance, answering a 
Samaritan woman’s questions and explaining that none 
of the religions of the day had it right, He told her, “The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him” (John 4:23). 

God really wants people to “look into this Jesus Christ 
business” and discover what His way of life really means! 
We hope Discern can help guide you down this incredible 
river of life!

LOOKING INTO THIS JESUS CHRIST BUSINESS

Anyone seeking to discover where the Bible leads has to  
hack his way through a jungle of man-made traditions and prejudices 

that choke and obscure the truth.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

@CKilough

The truth inevitably 
brings us to a fork in 
the river where we’re 
forced to choose.

CONSIDER
THIS

https://twitter.com/CKilough
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WORLDWATCH
Jesus told us to “watch” (Luke 

21:36), and this section is 
designed to touch on an array of 
interesting and important factors 
that may have prophetic signifi-
cance. For more background on 

what to watch, see our article 
“Five Prophetic Trends to Watch” 
and our “Insights Into News and 

Prophecy” blog.

“If I were to design 
a substance that 
is bad for college 
students, it would 

be marijuana.”

—HANS BREITER, coauthor of a study 
of the brains of 20 college students 
who smoked pot an average of four 
times a week. All showed abnormali-
ties in the nucleus accumbens, which 
“is at the core of motivation, the core 
of pleasure and pain.” The danger is 
compounded by marijuana’s grow-
ing potency. THC concentrations 
increased from 3.75 percent in 1995 to 
13 percent in 2013 (The Week).

“I welcome the monstrous 
Democratic slap the 

Greek people has given to 
the European Union.”

—MARINE LE PEN, leader of France’s right-wing 
National Front

This was Marine Le Pen’s response to the victory of 
the far-left populist party Syriza in Greece. Syriza, led 
by Alexis Tsipras, campaigned against the austerity 
measures imposed on Greece by the German-led 
European Union. What is significant 
is that Le Pen’s National Front and 
Syriza are on opposite ends of the 
European political spectrums. 
The Economist pointed out 
that European politics are 
shifting from traditional 
“left v right” competition 
to “insider v outsider” 
(The Economist).

Forever in Debt
CNBC reported that 18 percent 
of the respondents to a 
personal finance survey said 
they expect to be in debt for 
the rest of their lives. “That is 
double the percentage who 
expected that in May 2013, 
the last time the survey was 
conducted.”

U.S. Closing 15 Military 
Bases in Europe
BBC reported that the U.S. will 
close 15 mostly small bases, 
saving about $500 million 
a year. The decision, it says, 
“comes as the US military seeks 
to shift its attention towards 
Asia.”

Mobile and  
Social Explosion
In 2015, mobile phone 
subscriptions will exceed the 
total number of people in 
the world. There will be more 
users of Facebook than people 
living in China (The Economist).

The portion of Colorado’s 
marijuana market that is 
made up of chocolates, 
cookies, gummy candies 
and other THC-infused 
edibles. “Parents are 
concerned about them 
ending up in children’s 
hands” (Time).

45%

Savings? What Savings?

“Nearly a quarter of American 
consumers have less than $250 
in their bank accounts on any 
given payday,” reported The 
Week. Even among those mak-
ing $200,000 a year, 20 percent 
say they save rarely or not at all.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/five-prophetic-trends-to-watch/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/blog/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/blog/
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Jordan Plans to Arm Sunni Tribes Against ISIS

“We must go beyond being reactive 
and defensive. As Europeans, we 

must regain our self-confidence and 
realise our own strength.”

—DONALD TUSK, former Polish prime minister, now president 
of the European Council. He was responding to a question about 
how the European Union should deal with Russia (The Telegraph).

“Should Russia invade Estonia or 
Latvia, perhaps using the rationale that 
it is protecting the Russian minorities 

in those countries—just as it did in 
Crimea—the West would face a sobering 
choice: go to war with a nuclear-armed 

state or back down and accept that 
NATO is no more.”

—SIMON SHUSTER, in his article “Russia’s Fifth Column” in Time. 

“The Palestinians and Israelis 
have lost faith that a peaceful 

solution is possible at all.”
—AVI ISSACHAROFF, a Middle East analyst from Israel, as 
quoted in The Week.

“People realize now that the whole notion of a Palestinian 
state, of handing over land to another Arab entity, won’t 
work,” says Naftali Bennett, leader of the Jewish Home party.

“Palestinians have got to a point of frustration where they 
cannot see any way out,” says Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas. 

Although it won’t change the reality of the situation, 
President Abbas is now pursuing symbolic victories. He is 
seeking recognition of Palestinian statehood from individual 
countries and UN agencies, including the International 
Criminal Court. He’s even planning another attempt at 
recognition from the Security Council, which voted against 
it Dec. 30, 2014 (VOA).

Jonathan Marcus, BBC diplomatic correspondent, quoted a veteran 
Western diplomat as saying, “The essence of the Russian approach is 
to target Nato’s key strengths—its cohesion and solidarity. That in es-
sence is the threat from Mr. Putin’s ‘hybrid war.’” BBC defined “hybrid 
war” as “an amalgam of overt and covert military power; a combina-
tion of bullying and subversion along with just a dash of deniabil-
ity—all intended to make a full-scale response that much harder.”

If War Is Unthinkable,  
Is Peace Inevitable?
Last year’s 100th anniversary of 
the start of World War I led many 
to note the echoes of global 
rivalries, alliances and arms races 
that seemed to pull the world 
inevitably into war.

For example, The Economist 
reported that Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe of Japan compared 
his country’s relationship to China 
with the situation between Britain 
and Germany before the Great 
War. In both cases, war seemed 
unthinkable, as the economies 
were so tied together. (Britain 
and Germany were each other’s 
biggest single trading partners 
before the First World War.)

The history of human conflict 
is littered with the wreckage of 
the formerly unthinkable, as this 
year’s 70th anniversaries of the 
bombings of Dresden, Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki show. Peace, in the 
hands of man, is not inevitable. 
But the Bible promises it will come. 
See our article “World Peace: How It 
Will Come.”

Amid worries that airstrikes alone won’t stop the growth of ISIS 
in neighboring Iraq and Syria, Jordan announced plans to arm 
Sunni tribes in those countries. “On two separate occasions, 
King Abdullah declared that Jordan will do its best to support 
tribes in Syria and Iraq ‘that are engaging terrorist groups in 
both countries.’ … He added that the Jordanian armed forces 
will not hesitate to carry out their duty toward ‘Arab neighbors 
and brethren.’ …

“He said that the war against the terror groups is an Arab and 
Islamic affair, ‘because the groups with extremist ideologies will 
not stop at Syria and Iraq if they gained more power, but will 
work to extend their grip to other Arab and Islamist countries, 
and worldwide’” (Al-Monitor).

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/world-peace/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/world-peace/
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What kind of person 
does immoral things 
with impunity? Then 
again, who decides what 
is immoral? Is there 
a way to know with 
certainty what is right 
and wrong?

By David Johnson

Are Good  
Morals  

Good
Enough?
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T here it was in my inbox for the second 
time in a week: “I am … an aging widow 
suffering from cancer. I have some funds 
I am willing to donate through you 
to non-profit charitable organization 
amounting £8.3 Million pounds. … 50% 
of the total sum should be transferred to 

any orphanage home. You can help your community 
with the remaining 50% and for your services to carry 
out this last wish for me.”

What kind of person … ?
As I hit the delete button, I wondered what kind of 

person would fall for such a scam. The numbers must be 
small, but evidently there are a few who are fooled. The 
criminals behind the scams then steal their savings and 
leave some innocent and often elderly people destitute. 

And what kind of person is able to lie, cheat and 
steal with such impunity? How do such people live with 
themselves? Most people would be wracked with guilt if 
they committed a crime like this.

Our decisions about right and wrong
How do you make decisions about right and wrong 

in your life? Philosophers often proclaim that truth is 
relative and there are no moral absolutes, so how can we 
know if the choices we make are right or wrong? How do 
we know we’re any better than the criminals trying to 
dupe the unsuspecting and naïve with bogus schemes?

As we become adults and acquire the power to make 
bigger and more significant decisions, each of us is faced 
with the challenge of determining what standards will 
shape those decisions. Judgments must always be based 
upon some standard, so what standards will guide us 
as we make the decisions that affect our lives and our 
relationships?

For a lot of people today, those standards are founded 
upon human reason alone. If human reason is the high-
est source of knowledge available, then human concepts 
of morality should be supreme.

The weakness
But experience shows us that humans don’t all rea-

son in the same way. What one person values can be 
very different from what another person values. The 

supporters of the ISIS-led insurgency in the Middle East 
believe it is moral to torture and brutally murder those 
who oppose their goals, while the rest of the world is 
repulsed by their savagery. 

If these terrorists consider themselves morally 
upright while the rest of civilization considers them 
immoral in the extreme, isn’t it obvious that human 
assessments of morality are inherently inadequate? 

But, wait! I’m human too. Does that mean my assess-
ments of morality may also be inadequate?

What’s missing?
Everyone sees the importance of good morals, but 

there is a vital concept missing. Without it humans 
stumble about in spiritual darkness, bruised and bat-
tered by spiritual realities they cannot perceive.

The missing concept is embodied in one simple, 
three-letter word—sin. Some think sin is an antiquated 
concept with little relevance for the modern world.

Unlike morals, sin is not determined by human rea-
son or by the fluctuations of human society. Sin is deter-
mined by an eternal God whose standards transcend 
the barriers of time and place. What He defined as sin 
yesterday is still sin today and will be sin tomorrow, and 
no one will ever be exempt from His standards. 

And there is one more aspect of sin that sets it apart 
from morals. There is a death penalty for committing 
sin (Romans 6:23), and no one will ever be exempt from 
that either. 

The good news is that the God who defines sin also 
“desires all men to be saved” (1 Timothy 2:4).

How can we know what is right?
“But,” some will say, “different people worship differ-

ent gods, and those gods have different standards. How 
can we know which one is right?” Believe it or not, the 
true God thought that was a fair question, and He didn’t 
leave us in the dark with no answer.

God claims that He has the right to tell you and me 
how we should live our lives and what our standards 
should be. 

But I have a mind and the ability to reason. What 
right does He have to tell me what I should and should 
not do?
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God gives His credentials
When giving a formal presentation, a speaker often begins 

by telling the audience why they should listen. 
Have you ever considered the beginning of the Bible from 

that perspective? Many look at Genesis 1 hoping to find sci-
entific or historical evidence of the beginnings of our world. 
Some of that information is there, but there’s more. Are we 
overlooking God’s enduring introduction of Himself and His 
credentials in this passage? Consider in summary what is 
actually shown.

When we are introduced to the scene, God commanded 
and stars and planets and light came into existence. Then in 
verse 3 He simply said, “Let there be light,” and this amaz-
ing form of energy that scientists still struggle to understand 
drove out the darkness that had enshrouded everything an 
instant before.

As the account moves forward, this great being took inert 
matter and gave it life and the ability to reproduce consis-
tently according to unique patterns, and plant life grew. He 
next used more inert matter and created animals with brains 
and instinct and all of their wonderful and intricate behav-
iors. 

And then He brought into existence human beings and 
gifted them with the unique ability to think and reason and 
make moral choices. And He made it clear that these beings—
both male and female—were made like Him—in His image 
and likeness as no other creatures were. And as a final act in 
that creative week, He set apart and blessed a unique period 
of time in the weekly cycle so that it would be different from 
regular time.

God laid all of this evidence before His audience and pro-
claimed that everything He had created was “very good.” Any-
one examining this evidence would properly be in awe of a 
being who is capable of these things. Man is clearly incapable 
of any of these feats. 

Human choices
After establishing His right to instruct them, God revealed 

good and evil, right and wrong to the first man and woman. 
Sadly, they chose to give more value to their own human rea-
soning (buying into Satan’s worldview) than to God’s revealed 
knowledge, and the results were tragic. They undoubtedly felt 
justified in making the moral choices they made. But by God’s 
definition, they were sinful, and the history that followed 
showed that God was right and they were wrong.

Even so, biblical history shows that mankind still doubted 
God’s authority to determine right and wrong. Perhaps one 
of the more famous accounts occurred when God sent two 
elderly men—Moses and Aaron—to give His message to one of 
the most powerful men on earth—the Pharaoh of Egypt (Exo-
dus 5:1). 

Many Egyptians considered the pharaohs to be divine, 
and history tells us that the ancient Egyptians worshipped 
hundreds of gods. But Israel’s God was not among their pan-
theon. The ancient world believed there were countless gods 
and goddesses who ruled over different places, peoples and 
powers. 

God rescued the Israelite slaves from the arrogant Pharaoh 
in two steps, commemorated by two often-neglected 
biblical festivals. These offer poignant reminders of how 
God saves us from sin today.

Passover: rescue from death
First, God saved the Israelites from death. He used 10 
plagues—the last one bringing the death of the firstborn 
children and animals in Egypt (Exodus 11:4-5)—to finally 
convince the stubborn Pharaoh to let His people go. God 
told each Israelite family to sacrifice a lamb and put its blood 
on the doorposts of their home. The blood of a lamb marked 
the families that would be protected—passed over.

This annual Passover festival remains the key 
commemoration of Jesus Christ’s role in saving us. The 
lambs foreshadowed “Christ, our Passover, [who] was 
sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). When Jesus and His 
disciples observed the Passover the evening before He died, 
He gave new symbols for the New Testament Passover. 

Jesus, “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29), told His followers 
to take wine as a symbol of His blood “which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). Jesus said, 
“Whoever [figuratively] eats My flesh and drinks My blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 
6:54).

Without that forgiveness of sins, we would all die forever, 
because the “wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life” (Romans 6:23). Passover today reminds us that 
Jesus paid the death penalty for those who have repented.

How should we respond?

Unleavened Bread: rescue from slavery
After the Passover, God led the Israelites out of their slavery 
in Egypt. Their rushed exodus was remembered by the flat 
bread they ate. They left so quickly, they didn’t have time to 
allow bread to become leavened and rise. 

God designed the weeklong Feast of Unleavened Bread to 
teach us lessons about coming out of slavery to sin. For this 
week, yeast and other leavening agents represent the subtle 
and pervasive corruption of sin. Removing the leaven and 
eating only foods that are unleavened helps us focus on, as 
the apostle Paul explained, removing “the leaven of malice 
and wickedness” and replacing it with “the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:8). 

Christians who celebrate these biblical festivals today grow 
in their appreciation of God’s offer to save us from the death 
penalty of our sins and to rescue us from slavery to sin. They 
respond to God’s love by humbly accepting His standards of 
right and wrong and seeking His help in their daily struggle 
to overcome sin.

Read more about the lessons of Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread in our booklet From Holidays to Holy Days: 
God’s Plan for You.

rescue from sin

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
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This ancient ruler probably considered Israel’s God to be 
weak and powerless since He was unable to deliver the Isra-
elites from their Egyptian overlords.

Questioning God
In essence, Pharaoh’s prideful response to God’s message 

was, Who is this God of the Hebrew slaves that I should obey 
His voice to let Israel go? I don’t even know who this God of 
yours is! (See Exodus 5:2.) 

In a short time this ruler and his mighty nation crumbled 
into chaos, and all the gods they worshipped were shown to 
be powerless before this God of the Hebrew slaves (Exodus 
12:12). No longer did anyone wonder who this God was and 
why He should be obeyed.

Though Pharaoh had given voice to the question, he 
wasn’t the only one who needed to know the answer. The 
Israelites themselves needed to know who this God was who 
had brought them out of slavery and was leading them to 
the land promised over four centuries earlier to their ances-
tor Abraham. 

Before these freed slaves could enter the Promised Land, 
they had to understand that it is God, and not man, who 
establishes right and wrong—who determines what is sin 
and what is not.

At the foot of Mount Sinai
As they stood, trembling in awe at the foot of the moun-

tain, God began by telling them why they should obey His 
voice: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). 

He then laid before them 10 timeless principles defining 
good and evil—principles that for all time transcend any 
human ideas of morality. 

Just before they were ready to enter that Promised Land, 
He instructed Moses to remind them that these principles 
were not arbitrary regulations; they were given in love for 
the good of those who would treasure them as the most 
important values in life (Deuteronomy 30:15-20).

The solution to sin
Like those Israelites of old, many of us have overlooked, 

ignored and neglected these eternal principles. In doing so, 
we have brought suffering and heartache upon ourselves 
and our loved ones, as well as a death penalty upon our-
selves. But God doesn’t want to see His children die (Ezekiel 
33:11), so He offers us a way for the penalty to be paid so we 
can set our lives on the right course. 

That course—a course that leads to forgiveness, joy and 
ultimately salvation—is revealed in an annual series of 
sacred observances, beginning with the same Passover that 
Jesus Himself observed. 

Asking why we should allow this God to establish the 
morals, ethics and values by which we live our lives today—
and to give us the vital information about sin—is perfectly 
reasonable. Ignoring or setting aside His unmistakable 
answer is not. 

Still the most important decision
Deciding who will establish the standards by which we 

will shape our lives is still the most important decision we 
will ever make, and it’s not a decision we can delay or ignore. 
Being a moral person is a noble goal, but without the knowl-
edge of God, it will never be enough. 

Go deeper

From Holidays to Holy Days: 
God’s Plan for You 
Are today’s holidays even 
taught in the Bible? God’s 
overlooked festivals reveal 
an eternal plan few have ever 
appreciated.

Change Your Life!
Are you sick of how things are 
going in your life? If you see 
the need for change, find out 
what to do about it.

Though the arrogance of Pharaoh cost him dearly, it’s 
still important that each of us humbly ask the same 
question: Who is this God that I should obey Him?

When you know the answer to the question, you’ll 
want to know more about what He wants you to do. 
These biblically based booklets can help: 

You can find these  
booklets and more resources at  

the Learning Center on Life, Hope & Truth.

God’s 10 Commandments:  
Still Relevant Today
What is the missing key to 
living a happy and productive 
life? Find out how to have true 
peace and happiness.

They had to understand 
that it is God, and not man, 
who establishes right and 
wrong—who determines 

what is sin and what is not.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/passover/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/
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The Time

Is Fulfilled:

Four Proofs

That Jesus

Was Messiah
As Jesus came preaching the 
gospel of the Kingdom of 
God, He said that “the time is 
fulfilled” (Mark 1:15). To what 
time was Jesus referring?

By David Treybig

Messiah’s Message
PART 2
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I
n the initial article of this 
series (in the January/
February Discern), we 
noted that the Messiah 
or Christ—the respective 
Hebrew and Greek words 
for “anointed”—had four 

key themes that He spoke of concern-
ing the good news of God’s coming 
Kingdom. These key concepts were 
“the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand. Repent, and believe 
the gospel” (Mark 1:15). The first two 
of these points are statements; the last 
two are commands.  

In the previous article we also saw 
that at the time of Jesus’ coming to 
earth as a flesh-and-blood human, 
the Jewish people were looking for the 
appearance of the prophesied Mes-
siah (Matthew 11:3; Luke 3:15). Many 
during the first century were asking 
the same question as the Samaritan 
woman Jesus spoke with at Jacob’s 
well: “Could this be the Christ?” (John 
4:29). Similarly, John the Baptist sent 
two of his disciples to Jesus asking, 
“Are you the Coming One, or do we 
look for another?” (Matthew 11:3; 
Luke 7:19-20).

Some Jews were anticipating a 
great spiritual revival among the peo-
ple. Others were looking for Him to 
reestablish the Jewish nation and its 
prominence among the nations. Jesus 
said, “The time is fulfilled,” but how 
could those listening to Him be sure 
that the time of waiting for the Mes-
siah had truly elapsed? 

Many Jews back then were not 
convinced. So how can we be sure 
that the time of waiting for Christ’s 
appearance did indeed come to an 
end? What proof did Jesus offer that 
the interim between Old Testament 

prophecies and His appearing was 
complete?

In this article we will carefully 
consider a key Old Testament proph-
ecy of Christ’s coming in the flesh, 
the time setting of His ministry, and 
proof that Jesus gave that He was 
indeed the promised Messiah. 

A key prophecy of Christ’s 
coming

The Jews were undoubtedly aware 
of what Moses had written in Deu-
teronomy 18:15: “The Lord your God 
will raise up for you a Prophet like me 
from your midst, from your brethren. 
Him you shall hear.” Old Testament 
prophecies had also predicted that 
the Messiah would be born of a vir-
gin (Isaiah 7:14) in Bethlehem (Micah 
5:2), that His hands and feet would 
be pierced (Psalm 22:16), and that He 
would die for the sins of mankind 
(Isaiah 53:12). 

There are approximately 100 Old 
Testament prophecies that Jesus ful-
filled in His life and ministry. The 
one that gives the best indication of 
the time when Jesus would appear is 
found in Daniel 9:24-27. This proph-
ecy, sometimes referred to as the 70 
weeks of Daniel, predicted that the 
Messiah would begin His ministry in 
A.D. 27. 

How do Bible scholars reach this 
conclusion? An important biblical 
concept for understanding prophecy 
is the “day for a year” principle, given 
in Ezekiel 4:4-6 and Numbers 14:33-
34. 

In this case, in the sixth century 
B.C. an angel named Gabriel gave 
Daniel a vision of the future, saying, 
“Know therefore and understand, 
that from the going forth of the com-

mand to restore and build Jerusalem 
until Messiah the Prince, there shall 
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks” 
(Daniel 9:25).

In 457 B.C. King Artaxerxes gave 
a command to rebuild Jerusalem. 
Seven weeks plus another 62 weeks 
equals 483 days (69 times 7) that 
would pass before the Messiah would 
appear.

Using the “day for a year” prin-
ciple, from the time Artaxerxes gave 
his command in 457 B.C, a total of 
483 years would pass. That would 
bring us to the beginning of Christ’s 
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Jesus began His public ministry 
of preaching the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God in a region north of 
Jerusalem called Galilee (Mark 1:14). 
Earlier, Isaiah had prophesied that 
Jesus would preach to the people 
in this region (Isaiah 9:1-2). While the 
area around the Sea of Galilee today 
is a peaceful resort area, it was not a 
quiet, backwater location during the 
time of Christ.  

Instead, Galilee during the first 
century was a busy center of 
commerce and politics. Sitting on 
the Via Maris, a major road linking 
Egypt with northern empires, it 
was a place where cultures melded 
and competed. Greek, Hebrew and 
Aramaic were all likely spoken in 
the markets. First-century historian 
Flavius Josephus reported that there 
was a booming fishing industry in 
the area. 

Interestingly, this was the home of 
several of Jesus’ disciples who were 
fishermen. It was a fitting location 
for the message that would turn 
“the world upside down” to begin 
being preached (Acts 17:6).

Christ Begins His 
Ministry in Galilee

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/messiahs-message-gospel-of-the-kingdom/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/messiahs-message-gospel-of-the-kingdom/
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ministry in A.D. 27. (Note: When calcu-
lating years transitioning from B.C. to 
A.D., you must add one year since there 
is no year 0.)

Since priests began serving at age 
30 (Numbers 4:3, 47), those who under-
stood Daniel’s prophecy of the coming 
Messiah would have expected Jesus 
to have been born approximately 30 
years prior to A.D. 27. As for specifics, 
Christ was likely born in 4 B.C. and 
“began His ministry at about thirty 
years of age” (Luke 3:23). 

Paul seems to have understood 
that Jesus began His ministry just as 
the Bible had predicted. As he wrote, 
“When the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman” (Galatians 4:4).

The world is prepared for 
Christianity

As the first century began, most 
Jews were part of the Roman Empire. 
Although many lived in their native 
land and had the freedom to worship 
God, they were under the rule of the 
Romans. Even though the Jews longed 
for complete sovereignty, the world at 
that time was uniquely prepared for 
Christ’s preaching the gospel of the 
Kingdom and the establishment of His 
Church.

Far more than previous govern-
ments, the Roman Empire brought rel-
ative peace, stability and civilization to 
much of the world—especially the Mid-
dle East, the area from which Chris-
tianity would emanate. The Romans 
built major roads for travel and com-
merce between regions, established a 
mail system for communication, laid 
out towns with streets, running water 
and sewage disposal, and had a system 
of justice that protected its citizens. 

The geopolitical stability and infra-
structure for civilization brought by 
the Romans provided an opportune 

The spiritually blind Jews were not 
able to “discern the signs of the times” 
(Matthew 16:3). They did not perceive 
that the time of waiting for the Messiah 
was fulfilled, and they did not recognize 
the four proofs that Jesus gave to verify 
His identity.

Sadly, many of the Jewish leaders 
still refused to believe Jesus even after 
He fulfilled the miraculous sign He 
had given them that He would be res-
urrected after spending three days and 
three nights in the tomb following His 
crucifixion (Matthew 12:38-40; see the 
LifeHopeandTruth.com article “Resur-
rection of Jesus: Can We Prove It?”).

In the next article in this series we will 
consider Jesus’ statement: “The kingdom 
of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). D 

Proof 1

 Jesus said, “There is another [John 
the Baptist] who bears witness of Me” 
(verse 32). John the Baptist—the proph-
esied messenger who was to “prepare 
the way before” Christ (Malachi 3:1)—
taught that Jesus was the “Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). 

JOHN THE BAPTIST’S 
TESTIMONY

Jesus said, “But I have a greater wit-
ness than John’s; for the works which 
the Father has given Me to finish—the 
very works that I do—bear witness of 
Me, that the Father has sent Me” (John 
5:36). 

Note what Jesus told John the Bap-
tist’s disciples (who had asked Him if 
He was the promised Messiah): “Go and 
tell John the things you have seen and 

Proof 2 THE WORKS  
JESUS DID 

Then Jesus said, “And the Father 
Himself, who sent Me, has testified of 
Me” (John 5:37). At Jesus’ baptism “a 
voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased’” (Matthew 3:17). 

Proof 3 THE FATHER’S  
WORDS

Finally, Jesus stated, “For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe Me; 
for he wrote about Me” (John 5:46). Here, 
Jesus was referring to Deuteronomy 
18:15.  

Proof 4
THE WORDS OF 
MOSES

time for Christ to begin His ministry 
(Galatians 4:4). 

Four proofs that the time was 
fulfilled

The apostle John wrote of four 
proofs that Jesus gave showing that 
He was indeed the promised Messiah. 
Even though Jesus told people that He 
was the Son of God, He acknowledged 
that personal statements are not gen-
erally accepted as sufficient proof on 
important matters such as this. 

“If I alone bear witness about myself, 
my testimony is not true,” declared 
Jesus (John 5:31, English Standard Ver-
sion). Christ then proceeded to give 
four additional proofs that He was the 
promised Messiah—that the time of 
waiting for His appearance had been 
fulfilled.

heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, the poor have the 
gospel preached to them” (Luke 7:22). 
This was a fulfillment of the prophecy 
in Isaiah 61:1. 

Many during the first century were asking the same 
question as the Samaritan woman Jesus spoke with 

at Jacob’s well: “Could this be the Christ?”
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http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/resurrection-of-jesus/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/resurrection-of-jesus/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/13316701044/sizes/l
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Bible

H ow can we prove that the Bible is true 
and inerrant?

The doctrine of inerrancy, as com-
monly understood, states: “Iner-
rancy is the view that when all the 
facts become known, they will dem-
onstrate that the Bible in its original 

autographs and correctly interpreted is entirely true and 
never false in all it affirms, whether that relates to doctrines 
or ethics or to the social, physical, or life sciences.” This state-
ment was articulated in the Chicago Statement on Biblical 
Inerrancy 1974.

Many churches list this as one of their fundamental 
beliefs. But what does it mean? Is the Bible true, or is it sim-
ply a compilation of myths? 

Let’s examine that question further in this second article 
in the series “Is the Bible True?” This article will examine 
the second of five proofs, showing how the Dead Sea Scrolls 
confirm that the “Holy Scriptures” (2 Timothy 3:15-17) have 
been preserved extraordinarily accurately for thousands of 

years. We believe this is clear testimony to God’s involve-
ment in this book He inspired to serve as our guide.

The greatest archaeological find of the 20th 
century

The Dead Sea Scrolls are universally proclaimed as the 
greatest archaeological find of the 20th century. The first 
scrolls were discovered quite by accident by a young Bed-
ouin shepherd in the Qumran area near the Dead Sea in 
1947. When tossing a rock into an open cave in the cliffs just 
above the Dead Sea, he heard the sound of a breaking pot. 

Upon investigation, he and his fellow Bedouins discov-
ered several clay jars that contained rolled-up scrolls. They 
took four of these scrolls to Bethlehem for testing. An antiq-
uities dealer by the name of Kando confirmed their authen-
ticity and purchased the original four scrolls for $150. He 
then sold them to Archbishop Samuel, head of the Syrian 
Orthodox Monastery of St. Mark in Jerusalem. 

The Bedouins did not fully realize the value of their dis-
covery and subsequently sold three additional scrolls to 

Is the Bible True? Proof 2

DEAD SEA SCROLLS
The Dead Sea Scrolls tell a remarkable story and provide evidence that the Bible is 
true. What do you need to know about these amazing documents?
By Jim Franks
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http://www.theopedia.com/Inerrancy_of_the_Bible
http://www.theopedia.com/Inerrancy_of_the_Bible
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelegrino/13316701044/sizes/l
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Professor Eliezer 
Sukenik examines 

one of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls in 1951

Ph
ot

o:
 N

at
io

na
l L

ib
ra

ry
 o

f I
sr

ae
l, 

Sc
hw

ad
ro

n 
co

lle
ct

io
n/

CC
 B

Y 
3.

0

By  Inspiration  of  God
The apostle Paul writes in 2 
Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.” 

The phrase “given by inspiration 
of God” is from the Greek word 
theopneustos, which means “divinely 
breathed” (Strong’s Dictionary). 
Moses and others wrote the words, 
but God was the real author of the 
Scriptures. 

Some suggest the idea that God’s 
authorship of Scripture is a matter of 
faith. We would certainly agree that 
faith is necessary, but there is also 
objective evidence illustrating the 
accuracy of the biblical text. When 
the text is so amazingly accurate, 
how could God not be involved? 
This is why the Dead Sea Scrolls are 
so valuable.

another antiquities dealer for an equiva-
lent amount. This all took place in 1947. 

The news breaks
Such a historic find could not be kept 

quiet for very long. When in 1948 Hebrew 
University Professor Eliezer Lipa Suke-
nik heard through an Armenian antiq-
uities dealer of the scrolls’ discovery, he 
promptly looked into it. 

He met secretly with the antiquities 
dealer in the British military zone near 
the Jerusalem border. The dealer pro-
vided a fragment for the professor to 
examine. Professor Sukenik realized that 
he was viewing an authentic ancient writ-
ing. 

He wrote in his diary: “My hands 
shook as I started to unwrap one of them. 
I read a few sentences. It was written in 
beautiful biblical Hebrew. The language 
was like that of the Psalms, but the text 
was unknown to me. I looked and looked, 
and I suddenly had the feeling that I was 
privileged by destiny to gaze upon a 
Hebrew Scroll which had not been read 
for more than 2,000 years.”

In 1954 an ad appeared in the Wall 
Street Journal for the four manuscripts 
that had been sold to Archbishop Samuel. 
At that time the scrolls were in a Syrian 
Orthodox Church in New Jersey. Recog-
nizing the great value of these scrolls, 
the Israeli government purchased them 

through an American intermediary. 
From New Jersey, the scrolls were 

taken to Hebrew University for exami-
nation and safekeeping. They remained 
there until 1965 when the Shrine of the 
Book was built in Jerusalem to house the 
historic documents.

Digging deeper
It wasn’t long after the initial discovery 

that word began to spread in the archae-
ological community that these original 
seven scrolls, all taken from one cave, 
contained biblical texts along with other 
writings. This prompted further excava-
tion of the Qumran area and more scrolls 
were found in 10 nearby caves. 

The treasure trove, now known as the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, includes a small num-
ber of near-complete scrolls and tens of 
thousands of fragments, representing 
more than 900 texts in Hebrew, Aramaic 
and Greek.

The scrolls consist of two general 
types: the biblical text (including partial 
or complete copies of all the books of the 
Hebrew Scriptures with the exception of 
the book of Esther) and nonbiblical texts 
(including letters, hymns, prayers, calen-
drical texts and legal documents). 

Today you can view the scrolls at the 
Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem, or you 
can go online to the Leon Levy Dead Sea 
Scrolls Digital Library. The Israel Antiqui-

http://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/learn-about-the-scrolls/discovery-and-publication
http://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/
http://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/
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“My hands shook as I started to unwrap one of them. 
I read a few sentences. It was written in beautiful 
biblical Hebrew. … I suddenly had the feeling that I 
was privileged by destiny to gaze upon a Hebrew Scroll 
which had not been read for more than 2,000 years.” 
-Professor Eliezer Lipa Sukenik, Hebrew University

The  Greek  New  Testament
The Greek New Testament was preserved 
by a different method, through more 
than 6,000 manuscripts and fragments 
of manuscripts discovered in Asia Minor 
and Egypt dating back to the second 
century after Christ.

Fragments of the book of John have 
been found dating to less than a 
generation after John wrote it.

This wealth of manuscripts, some very 
early, gives us confidence we have 
accurate versions of the New Testament 
as well.

ties Authority (IAA) is responsible for 
maintaining the scrolls and providing 
access for those who are interested. 

Assurance of accuracy
What is so special about these 

scrolls, and how do they help us prove 
the Bible is true? Until the discovery 
of the scrolls, the oldest manuscripts 
of the Hebrew Scriptures dated from 
the 10th century, about 2,500 years 
after the time of Moses. How can we be 
assured of the integrity of a document 
after so much time?

Considering the carefulness of the 
copyists is one way to be assured of 
the accuracy of the preservation of the 
Bible.

We believe that the Jews were 
given the responsibility for pre-
serving the Hebrew Scriptures. The 
apostle Paul wrote: “What advan-
tage then has the Jew, or what is 
the profit of circumcision? Much in 
every way! Chief ly because to them 
were committed the oracles of God” 
(Romans 3:1-2). 

The Hebrew Scriptures that make up 
the Old Testament were preserved by a 
group of Jewish scholars called Maso-
retes. Their manuscripts are known 
today as the Masoretic Text. The Maso-
retes were meticulous in their preser-
vation, so when a copy became worn, a 
new copy was created. Once its accuracy 
was confirmed, they would destroy the 
old one. Because of that, the oldest of 
these manuscripts available today is the 
Aleppo Codex, dating from A.D. 935.

The Masoretes became known as 
“counters,” since this was one of the 
methods they used to make sure the 
copy was an exact duplicate. They 
counted the words and the letters in 

each one to confirm the accuracy of the 
new one. This practice continued for 
more than 400 years (from A.D. 600 to 
1000). 

But how can we prove that a copy 
from 935 faithfully represents the 
original writings? The discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls provides important 
confirmation.

The Dead Sea Scrolls are generally 
dated from around 200 B.C. to A.D. 
68. This is more than 1,000 years older 
than any manuscripts of the Hebrew 
Old Testament that we had before 
their discovery. Because of their age 
and close similarity with the Masoretic 
Text, we now have an objective basis 
for determining that the biblical text 
used in our modern copies of the Old 
Testament is accurate. 

From what we know, the Qumran 
community that stored the Dead Sea 
Scrolls was composed of Jews who 
had departed from the primary Jew-
ish community. By choice, they appear 
to have been outcasts. The quality 
and care taken with the writing var-
ies greatly among the copies. But still 
these ancient manuscripts have proven 
very helpful.

Scrolls support the accurate 
preservation of the Bible

Norman Geisler is the author of sev-
eral books on the subject of inerrancy: 
Inerrancy, 1978; General Introduction 
to the Bible, 1986; and From God to 
Us, 2012. Dr. Geisler says the Dead Sea 
Scrolls provide the best external evi-
dence showing the validity of the Mas-
oretic Text, proving that this text type 
was in fact accurately preserved over 
a period of about 1,000 years from the 
first century to the 900s A.D. 

He concludes that we can be confi-
dent that the texts used to copy the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were of the same tradition 
or family as used in the Masoretic Text. 
He provides evidence from comparative 
studies of the Isaiah scroll revealing that 
a word-for-word identity exists in 95 
percent of the text. That is a very high 
rate of similarity for documents that 
were copied 1,000 years apart.

Other scholars have commented on 
the similarities between the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and the Masoretic Text. Hebrew 
scholar Millar Burrows writes, “It is a 
matter of wonder that through some-
thing like one thousand years the text 
underwent so little alteration. As I said 
in my first article on the scroll, ‘Herein 
lies its chief importance, supporting 
the fidelity of the Masoretic tradition’” 
(The Dead Sea Scrolls, 1955).

The Dead Sea Scrolls provide an 
objective confirmation of the authen-
ticity of the Masoretic Text, which is the 
basis for our modern copies of the Old 
Testament. Although we live in 2015, 
we can go back in time 2,000 years and 
read from the scroll of Isaiah discov-
ered by a shepherd boy in a cave above 
the Dead Sea. 

Is the Bible true? The Dead Sea 
Scrolls help tell us yes!

Read more about how the Dead 
Sea Scrolls help confirm the accuracy 
of the Bible in the Life, Hope & Truth 
articles “How Do We Know the Bible Is 
True?” and “Dead Sea Scrolls.” D

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/is-the-bible-true/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/is-the-bible-true/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/is-the-bible-true/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true/dead-sea-scrolls/
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Life

Hopelessness grips far too 
many people in today’s world. 
What is the solution? What 
will break the shackles and 
open the way to a better life?

By Mike Bennett

Hope  
for the

Hopeless

Photos: iStockphoto.com
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ost of us have 
felt the anxiety 
of being lost in 
a maze, with 
no idea where 
to go in our 
lives. But some-
times this fog 
of uncertainty 

can be replaced by a creeping sensa-
tion that every path is a dead-end; that 
the maze is, in fact, a prison—or even 
a house of horrors. 

For too many people, life has gone 
from bewildering to discouraging to 
hopeless.

I was touched when I heard Chris 
Newell’s story. He left school at age 14, 
and he told the BBC he was applying 
for 10 jobs a week but didn’t even get 
responses. He turned to alcohol and 
drugs; and at the age of 20, he tried to 
take his own life.

“I just got into a cycle of staying in 
bed because I had nothing to wake up 
for. Then I began noticing my men-
tal health getting worse and worse. 
I became depressed and anxious. 
When I went out in public it got to the 
point where I felt paranoid and edgy 
around people.

“And I think that’s all because I 
didn’t have a routine and structure, 
because I think that’s important in a 
lot of people’s lives, to have something 
to wake up for in the morning, to have 
something to live for. I just felt horri-
ble about myself.”

Chris felt worthless, like he wasn’t 
getting anywhere. He was at rock bot-
tom for a long time, and during this 
time he attempted suicide. He felt 
hopeless—like there was no way out.

Sadly, there are many more peo-
ple like Chris. They face different cir-
cumstances, from joblessness to debt 
to debilitating illness to loneliness to 
addiction to powerlessness to depres-
sion.

All of these can leave thousands 
feeling trapped, disheartened—and 
hopeless.

The results of hopelessness
People who see no hope can feel 

frustrated, discouraged, heartsick, 
anxious, stressed and angry. As a per-
son is beaten down further and hope 
ebbs away, this may turn into giv-
ing up, listlessness, lifelessness—just 
going through the motions, more like 
an automaton than a human being 
with free will, self-determination and 
great potential. These characteristics 
that reflect our humanity can be bur-
ied under the avalanche of hopeless-
ness.

Hopelessness sucks the life and 
resilience out of us.

Human kindness and human 
resilience

You will be happy, as I was, that 
Chris’ story had a turn for the bet-
ter. BBC reported that he found the 
Prince’s Trust, a charity that helped 
him with job training and confidence 
building. It helped him find a job that 
gave structure and a purpose to his 
life. However, a study quoted in the 
report noted that perhaps three quar-
ters of a million other young people 
just in the United Kingdom feel they 
have nothing to live for.

Charities like the Prince’s Trust do 
an invaluable service in pulling peo-
ple out of holes and providing oppor-
tunities to help them regain that nat-
ural human resilience that helps us 
all survive the storms and relentless 
challenges of life.

We in no way want to minimize 
these efforts. They are an important 
first step in rescuing people from the 
grip of hopelessness.

But we all know that, ultimately, 
just having a job and the basic com-
forts of life is not enough. Though we 
mask it with entertainment or endure 

it with grit, in the end we all face some 
existential questions:

• What is my life all about? 
• Will I die just like an animal? 
• Is life itself a dead-end?
As a professor of philosophy wrote 

in his chapter on the meaning of life: 
“If you think about the whole thing, 
there seems to be no point to it at 
all. Looking at it from the outside, it 
wouldn’t matter if you never existed. 
And after you have gone out of exis-
tence, it won’t matter that you did 
exist” (Thomas Nagel, What Does It 
All Mean? A Very Short Introduction to 
Philosophy, 1987, p. 96).

The human yearning for meaning 
and hope is not restricted to the poor 
and destitute. Even the fabulously 
wealthy and powerful King Solomon 
wrote, “Therefore I hated life because 
the work that was done under the sun 
was distressing to me, for all is vanity 
and grasping for the wind” (Ecclesias-
tes 2:17). Solomon had it all and tried 
it all, but concluded that at death the 
best of us are no better off than the 
animals (Ecclesiastes 3:18-20).

There must be more!
Philosophy can’t give us the hope 

we are desperately searching for. 
Solomon found that comedy, food 
and drink, building projects, power, 
wealth, music and even human wis-
dom couldn’t lift him out of the throes 
of meaninglessness.

But there is more to the story. Sol-
omon came to recognize that the 
meaning and purpose of life was not 
in the physical world around us, but 
in God who created us (Ecclesiastes 
12:13). God is the One who can give us 
meaning and hope.

God understands
God understands our feelings of 

being overwhelmed. He showed that 
by recording the thoughts and prayers 

M
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of others who have experienced these emotions. Read Psalm 
102:1-8, for example, which is “a prayer of the afflicted, when 
he is overwhelmed and pours out his complaint before the 
Lord” (superscription). 

God hears these cries, and “He shall regard the prayer of 
the destitute, and shall not despise their prayer” (verse 17).

The prophet Isaiah, no stranger to challenges himself, 
shared God’s message and plan to bring comfort and real 
hope through the Messiah: “The Lord has anointed Me to 
preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn” (Isaiah 61:1-2).

Giving this hope was so important to God that He was 
willing to sacrifice His Son to make our rescue possible. 
Jesus Christ’s life and death opened the door to real hope for 
a meaningful life now, and an abundant and joyous life for 
eternity!

In the meantime, in the midst of the troubles of this life, 
the apostle Paul tells us that God is “the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribula-
tion, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are com-
forted by God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

Raising hope
How can we discover and claim this hope and comfort 

that God promises?
We can follow the example of those depicted in Psalm 

107. This song recounts the troubles of all kinds of people 
bereft of hope, from those wandering in the wilderness, to 
prisoners, to those drawing near the gates of death. In each 
case, “They cried out to the Lord in their trouble” and He 
delivered them (verses 4-6, 13, 19).

God knows our troubles, but He wants us to come to Him 
and ask for His help and relief. He wants us to recognize the 
true source of help and our only real hope.

Paul put it this way: “Be anxious for nothing, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).

After crying out to God for help, we should study the Bible 
to begin to grasp His plan of hope. Paul explains, “For what-
ever things were written before were written for our learn-
ing, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scrip-
tures might have hope” (Romans 15:4).

For example, we can turn to God’s wonderful promises 
like this one: “For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my 
helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 
13:5-6).

Knowing how God has worked with people in the past 
and His promises for the future can help us grow to trust 
and rely on Him. This can lead us to continue building our 
relationship with Him by fulfilling the command God gave 
at the launch of His Church: “Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 2:38). 

Repentance marks the change of our way of life from the 
destructive paths we seem to naturally choose to the benefi-
cial way of life God has designed. The gift of the Holy Spirit 
transforms our minds and pours the love of God into our 
hearts—the key to God’s real hope that never disappoints 
(Romans 5:5).

The transformation of our minds leads us to focus on the 
positive and praiseworthy (Philippians 4:8), giving us an 
uplifting mind-set that can defeat the onslaught of negativ-
ism that bombards us in this world.

When we have experienced God’s hope and help, we will 
also want to help share that hope. That is the essence of why 
God’s Church is so zealous to proclaim the gospel—the good 
news—of God’s plan and His coming Kingdom.

Real hope
The state of the world today can look hopeless. Our indi-

vidual lives can be overwhelmed with hopelessness. But 
there is a God, and He truly loves us and offers us real hope. 
Without God, there is no hope. But with Him there is a solid 
hope that can serve as “an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast” (Hebrews 6:19).

Learn more about God’s plan to transform your life by 
studying our free booklet Change Your Life! It summarizes 
many key passages about God’s step-by-step process for 
making us more like Him. Let God begin that work in you. 
Then you can be “confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day 
of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

We encourage you to download and begin to study the 
booklet today! D

God knows our 
troubles, but 
He wants us 
to come to Him 
and ask for 
His help and 
relief.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life/
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Change

Popular catchphrases can be 
shallow and trite. But the concept 
of “paying it forward” actually has 

an amazing history and a powerful 
potential to do good.

By Joel Meeker

Pay It 
FORW   RD

t’s a very old and intriguing idea. Benjamin Frank-
lin believed and practiced it. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
wrote of it. Science-fiction masters Robert Heinlein 
and Ray Bradbury illustrated it in their work. 

Some believe it actually dates from the Greek 
playwright Menander in the 300s B.C. In reality the 
concept is much more ancient that that; it’s existed 
since the beginning of time.

More recently it was made popular in a 1999 novel 
by Catherine Ryan Hyde and a popular film released the 
next year. Both bore the title that crystalizes the concept: 
Pay It Forward. This phrase encourages us to do a good 
deed for people in need and, when thanked, to ask them to 
repay the good to someone else.

Doing “a deal of good”
Benjamin Franklin’s practice is found in a letter to Ben-

jamin Webb in 1784: 
“I send you herewith a Bill for Ten Louis d’ors [French 

gold coins]. I do not pretend to give such a Sum; I only lend 
it to you. When you shall return to your Country with a 
good Character, you cannot fail of getting into some Busi-
ness, that will in time enable you to pay all your Debts. 
In that Case, when you meet with another honest Man in 
similar Distress, you must pay me by lending this Sum to 
him; enjoining him to discharge the Debt by a like opera-
tion, when he shall be able, and shall meet with another 
opportunity. I hope it may thus go thro’ many hands, 
before it meets with a Knave that will stop its Progress. 
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This is a trick of mine for doing a deal 
of good with a little money.”

Encouraging those we help to pay it 
forward can indeed multiply the good 
we practice.

Several “pay it forward”–oriented 
foundations now encourage the prac-
tice in various ways. One sells plastic 
bracelets with the motto inscribed as a 
wearable reminder to look for opportu-
nities to do good for others. The brace-
lets are intended to be passed on to a 
beneficiary as a reminder to keep the 
chain of good deeds unbroken.

The origin of good gifts
This idea, whether in its modern 

adaptations or its ancient applications, 
actually has an older and more impor-
tant source than any human history: 
God created it, and He has practiced it 
since “the beginning.”

We see this in James 1:16-17: “Do 
not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning.”

Everything good we experience 
in life is a gift from God, where good 
starts. He doesn’t owe anyone any-
thing; He has no debts to repay. He 
doesn’t practice “random acts” of kind-
ness; His blessings are all significant 
and serve the transcendent purpose of 
human life. 

Whatever good we are capable of 
doing is only possible because God 
gave us the means, starting with the 
breath of life: “In Him we live and move 
and have our being” (Acts 17:28).

The Golden Rule
The Bible enjoins upon Christians 

the necessity of passing on to others the 
good God has done to them. Jesus’ sim-
ple statement is now often known as 
the Golden Rule: “Therefore, whatever 
you want men to do to you, do also to 
them, for this is the Law and the Proph-
ets” (Matthew 7:12). 

Doing good in this way sums up 
God’s relationship principles in the 
Bible.

We should strive to do good deeds 
wherever we can. No one should be 
excluded, though fellow Christians 
deserve extra attention. “And let us not 
grow weary while doing good, for in 
due season we shall reap if we do not 
lose heart. Therefore, as we have oppor-
tunity, let us do good to all, especially to 
those who are of the household of faith” 
(Galatians 6:9-10).

The Bible, then, encourages us to 
reflect on the good God has done in our 
lives and to pass it on to others. 

What good does the Bible say we 
should pay forward?

1. Love 
“We love Him because He first loved 

us. If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 
does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, how can he love God whom he 
has not seen? And this commandment 
we have from Him: that he who loves 
God must love his brother also” (1 John 
4:19-21).

When we realize how much God 
loves us, and how many good things 
He is doing for us now and will do for 
us in the future, we love Him in return. 
And when that happens, we have a 
responsibility to love our fellow human 
beings. That divine, selfless, altruistic 
love that we receive from our Father 
in heaven must be paid forward to His 
other children.

One of the concepts in the novel Pay 
It Forward is that good deeds are more 
powerful if done for people we don’t 
know or wouldn’t naturally want to 
help. This, too, is a reflection of God’s 
character and His will for us. When 
God begins to work with us, doing 
good to us, we’re not good. 

“But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. For if when we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much 
more, having been reconciled, we shall 

be saved by His life. And not only that, 
but we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received the reconciliation” 
(Romans 5:8-11). 

God shows mercy to us when we are 
still “enemies,” living in violation of His 
will. Jesus was willing to die for people 
who were opposing Him. 

We must pay forward this kind of 
love. Jesus stated, “I say to you, love 
your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, 
and pray for those who spitefully use 
you and persecute you, that you may 
be sons of your Father in heaven; for 
He makes His sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:44-45).

2. Reconciliation
“Now all things are of God, who has 

reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the minis-
try of reconciliation, that is, that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
to them, and has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be rec-
onciled to God” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). 

Through Christ’s sacrifice, God rec-
onciled us to Him. That is, He healed 
and restored our relationship, which 
had been broken by our sins. Now we 
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are told we have a ministry (service) 
of reconciliation, to do what we can 
to help people be reconciled with God 
and with each other. Working collec-
tively to proclaim the way to reconcili-
ation with God is part of the mission of 
the Church. We should also individu-
ally seek ways to help restore fractured 
friendships and heal wounded family 
relationships.

3. Hope
“But sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts, and always be ready to give 
a defense to everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15).

The world is growing increasingly 
dark and forbidding. Fears of wars and 
terrorism, crime, disease epidemics, 
religious persecution, economic crises 
and other ills are causing many people 
to doubt there can be a bright future. 
Some live in despair. 

Christians live in the hope of God’s 
promises that, though the planet will 
traverse a very dark time, the world 
will finally see the ultimate happy end-

ing. And those who walk with God 
can be assured of His care and protec-
tion even in the most difficult circum-
stances (Hebrews 13:5-6). 

We need to be prepared to share that 
hope with others who ask about our 
faith and confidence. This will become 
more important as the days further 
darken. We should be prepared to pay 
forward the hope that God has given us.

4. The gospel of the 
Kingdom

Jesus chose 12 disciples and sent 
them out on a mission. He said, “And as 
you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out demons. Freely you have received, 
freely give” (Matthew 10:7-8). 

He told the disciples that they had 
been taught the truth of God without 
charge, and they were to pay that for-
ward to others without cost. This is the 
reason Discern has no subscription 
cost. We who produce this magazine 
learned the truth of the gospel of the 

Kingdom of God for free, made possi-
ble by the contributions of those who 
supported the work of God in the past. 
We now pay this forward to you with-
out obligation. 

We hope that if you feel thankful for 
learning these biblical truths, you will 
become involved in continuing this 
work and help make it possible to pay it 
forward to others.

While we are told to be ready to 
share this hope with those who ask 
us individually, sharing the gospel is 
mostly a collective effort. If you would 
like to know how you can help pay for-
ward this vital gift of truth, please see 
the How Can I Help? link at the bottom 
of the Life, Hope & Truth website.

Do your part
Passing on good deeds may seem 

like a modern idea, but it is as old as the 
work God is doing with humanity. He 
has given us life and everything else 
we need to achieve our potential—eter-
nal life in the family of God. Let’s take 
the good things God has done for us 
and do our part to pay them forward. D

When we realize how much God loves us, and how many good things He is doing 
for us now and will do for us in the future, we love Him in return. And when that 
happens, we have a responsibility to love our fellow human beings. 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/donate/
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Change

A number of years ago there was a series 
of popular posters with the saying, “Hap-
piness is…” For example, “Happiness is a 
warm puppy.”

It was cute, and true! While you are 
looking at the poster, or better yet, cuddling 
the soft, loving, loyal and fun little puppy, 
it’s hard not to feel at least a twinge of hap-
piness! It’s wonderful, and it makes you 
want to feel that feeling more often—maybe 
always!

For other people, happiness is the adven-
ture of sports, and maybe even an extreme 
sport—the thrill of skydiving, scuba diving 
or ski jumping. Whatever it is, many people 
can’t wait for the weekend to do it again. 
The rush, the thrill—that’s what they live 
for. That’s their idea of happiness. 

Of course, if you ask 10 people, you’ll 
probably find at least 10 ideas of how to get 
happiness. About the only thing we can all 
agree on is that we want to be happy all the 
time, and most of us would say we want 
everyone else to be happy too.

But we live in a world filled with unhap-
piness. Sometimes the things we do to 
try to make ourselves happy make those 
around us unhappy. And the things we 
do that are fun and that seem to make us 
happy today often help make us unhappy 
in the future.

Let’s look at the kind of happiness peo-
ple try to get, and compare it with the hap-
piness God gives. God’s happiness will 
make us—and all people—truly happy for 
all eternity!

Happiness 
Is…
Happiness is precious—
and far too rare. We  
have tried every trick in 
an effort to conjure it up, 
but it remains elusive. 
How does our Creator 
say to pursue it?

By Mike Bennett
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A brief history of happiness
History doesn’t record a lot of hap-

piness. Instead there’s been a lot of 
sorrow and sadness. Wise King Solo-
mon commented on this:

“For what has man for all his labor, 
and for the striving of his heart with 
which he has toiled under the sun? 
For all his days are sorrowful, and his 
work burdensome; even in the night 
his heart takes no rest. This also is 
vanity” (Ecclesiastes 2:22-23).

This word vanity implies point-
lessness, meaninglessness—like try-
ing to grab a cloud or chase the wind.

Books have been written about 
this subject, like Happiness: A History 
by Darrin M. McMahon. Although 
the book is thick, the amount of hap-
piness it describes and the amount 
it brings to the reader seems small. 
In fact, despite its title, it’s a pretty 
depressing book.

But it does contain some fascinat-
ing facts. People throughout history 
didn’t look at happiness in the same 
way people in the Western world do 
today. We generally think everyone 
has the right to pursue happiness and 
to be happy. But Dr. McMahon says 
that is a way of thinking that grew in 
the Enlightenment era. 

It was still a new concept when 
Thomas Jefferson penned the words 
of the U.S. Declaration of Indepen-
dence in 1776. He wrote: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident: that all 
men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.”

Is happiness just fate—or a 
right?

Dr. McMahon spends a lot of time 
talking about the ancient Greeks and 
all their philosophies. You see, they 
started, as it seems most societies in 
history did, believing that happiness 
was just fate, luck, happenstance—a 
rare gift of the fickle, unpredictable 
gods. 

It’s interesting that the English 

word happiness is from the root word 
happ, “meaning chance, fortune, 
what happens in the world.” It gives 
us “such words as ‘happenstance,’ 
‘haphazard,’ ‘hapless,’ and ‘perhaps’” 
(p. 11). 

Happiness wasn’t something you 
could do much about. You just had to 
live with the hand you were dealt. The 
Greek gods didn’t seem too interested 
in making people happy—they were 
too busy trying to get happiness for 
themselves. So people thought happi-
ness was fate—blind luck.

But real happiness is not fate or 
luck.

Fast-forward to the Enlightenment 
a couple hundred years ago. People 
began to feel that everyone could be, 
and even had the right to be, happy. 
Some great thinkers tried to make 
happiness into a mathematical for-
mula to find ways to maximize plea-
sure for the greatest number of people 
while minimizing the pain. 

People tried all these ideas out, 
but they didn’t bring lasting happi-
ness. From the French Revolution to 
communism, to the “free love,” drug-
induced temporary “happiness” of 
the 1960s, these experiments have all 
been failures. You can’t just give hap-
piness to the majority; you can’t force 
people to do things that you think 
will make them happy; and using 
drugs of any kind can never bring 
lasting happiness.

Drug-induced happiness?
In Bible times the drug of choice 

was alcohol, and the Proverbs give a 
poetic description of some of the ter-
rible results of using substances like 
alcohol to try to achieve happiness 
(Proverbs 23:29-35).

None of these problems are secret. 
Anyone could see the dangers. Yet 
drugs, both illegal and prescribed, 
continue to be a broad way people 
take to try to get happiness. Why?

As science learns more about brain 
chemistry, it can seem like happiness 
is just the proper mix of chemicals 
in the brain. No wonder illegal drug 

use is so common today. People aren’t 
happy and desperately want to for-
get their pain and despair and to feel 
some happiness. 

But this dog always bites. There 
are always side effects, risks to health, 
addictions, plus the dangers of being 
associated with drug dealers and the 
sleaziest side of human society. And 
when you come down from the high, 
the original problems are still there 
and multiplied!

Real happiness can’t come through 
drugs.

The journey of most people today 
is all about trying desperately to 
find happiness. It’s a journey, and 
an experiment, that has been tried 
thousands of times in many different 
ways. 

But one man in history surely 
holds the record for the most scien-
tific and complete study of happiness. 
That man was Solomon.

Solomon’s scientific 
experiment in happiness

Solomon recorded his personal 
experiments in the search for happi-
ness in a short little book called Eccle-
siastes. It’s only about 10 pages long, 
but it packs more of a punch than 
Dr. McMahon’s 560-page book. And 
although it can also be depressing, it 
is worth reading. 

In the 10th century B.C., wealthy 
and wise King Solomon applied all 
of his riches, energy and smarts to a 
controlled experiment in happiness.

He tried it all: He tried wisdom 
and foolishness (Ecclesiastes 1:16-18). 
He tried comedy and partying (2:1-3). 
He tried great building projects and 
all the things we think about with 
the rich and famous. He tried enter-
tainment on a scale that couldn’t be 
repeated until our modern world 
where we can carry all our singers in 
a mobile device (2:4-8).

Yet, no matter what he tried, he 
found he wasn’t satisfied or truly 
happy. He felt it all was “vanity of van-
ities”—utter emptiness, the ultimate 
absurdity (1:1-4, 8).
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Eerdmans’ Handbook to the Bible summarizes Ecclesi-
astes this way: “The book simply observes life around and 
draws the logical conclusions. … Life as man lives it, without 
God, is futile, meaningless, purposeless, empty. It is a bleak 
picture. Nature and history go round in circles: there is noth-
ing new. Add up the profit and loss of human life and you are 
better off dead. Life is unfair; work is pointless; pleasure fails 
to satisfy; good living and wise thinking are rendered futile 
by death. ‘Be realistic,’ says the book, ‘If life without God is 
the whole story, see it for what it is. Don’t pretend. Don’t bury 
your head in the sand. This is the truth about life.’”

Ecclesiastes doesn’t end there, of course, and neither 
does the Bible. There is a God, and there is real purpose and 
meaning to life. There is a way that leads to true happiness 
for all.

We’ve looked at a lot of things true happiness isn’t. It’s not 
just luck. It’s not just a mix of brain chemicals, and it can’t be 
produced by drugs or alcohol. It’s not having lots of money, 
entertainment or even knowledge. All of this can be just 
meaningless. 

So, what is real happiness?

Happiness begins with respecting and obeying 
God

Solomon’s conclusion to Ecclesiastes tells us: “Fear God 
and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all” (12:13). 
His commandments show us how to love God and how to 
love other people.

Solomon shows us there is no happiness without God in 
the picture. God gives meaning to our lives, and that mean-
ing is what ultimately gives us real, lasting happiness. 

Happiness is becoming God’s children
Consider this amazing summary of what God has in store 

for those He calls now and, eventually, for all humanity:
“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on 

us, that we should be called children of God!” (1 John 3:1). 
God wants us to be His children, to be like Him (verses 2-3)! 
That is the real purpose of human life. 

Happiness is giving
Trying to get happiness or to only think about having a 

good time now doesn’t work. If we were happy all the time in 
this life, we wouldn’t make the changes we need to make to 
become like God and to prepare to be in His family. 

To really be like God, we can’t make getting eternal life 
or getting happiness for ourselves our main goal. That’s not 
what God is like. He is a God of love—outgoing concern—of 
giving, not getting.

As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
(Acts 20:35). 

We can be inspired by biblical characters like Ruth who 
thought only of how to show love and loyalty to her grieving 
mother-in-law, Naomi. But the book of Ruth shows God did 
give her happiness too. 

We can be inspired by the 4-year-old boy I read about 
whose elderly neighbor had recently lost his wife. Upon see-
ing the man cry, the little boy climbed into his lap—a loving 
and comforting, giving act.

And we can be inspired by the ultimate example of giv-
ing, Jesus Christ, who gave up everything to become human 
and then willingly gave His life. Why was He willing to do 
that? Because of the joy set before Him—the joy of bringing 
many brothers and sisters into God’s family (Hebrews 12:2; 
2:10)!

He showed us that eternal joy, as opposed to the fleeting 
feelings of happiness, requires a long-term view and a will-
ingness to give up some pleasures now for the ultimate plea-
sures forever. 

Happiness is forever!
Visualize the happiness God has in store: “You will show 

me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11).

Read more about God’s way of life that produces hap-
piness in the article “Are You Happy?” and in the booklet 
Change Your Life! D

If we were happy all the time in this 
life, we wouldn’t make the changes 

we need to make to become like God 
and to prepare to be in His family. 
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World InSight

Future historians will see the years between 
2014 and 2017 as the period when Germany 
belatedly emerged from its post-war shell 
to become one of the leaders of the West” 
(Andreas Kluth, “Power v Piffle,” The Econo-
mist, Nov. 20, 2014). 

Having recently observed the quarter-cen-
tury remembrance of the fall of the Berlin Wall and just 
ahead of the October 2015 silver anniversary of reunifica-
tion, Germany—once again the geographic, strategic and 
economic center of Europe—appears ready to take charge.

As the viability of the 28-nation European Union is 
being questioned due to numerous, daunting challenges—
from a protracted financial crisis, Islamic extremism and 
growing nationalism to euro-skepticism, Russian aggres-
sion and threats by some members to withdraw from the 
union—Germany has become the pivotal player in Europe.

A European Germany or a German Europe?
At the end of World War II, much of Germany lay in 

ruins. It was on the frontlines of the Cold War, divided 
between the two superpowers. The U.S. Marshall Plan 
jump-started the rebuilding of the western part. Within 
Europe, the French and British sought to bind this free 
democratic part into a united Europe to prevent it from 
becoming too dominant. 

Through adaptability, meticulous efficiency and a cul-
ture of thrift, West Germany rapidly became the envy of 

the world over the next 20 years, with many lauding its 
Wirtschaftswunder, or “economic miracle.” 

Still, some difficult times would follow. Occasional peri-
ods of economic stagnation, and a $2 trillion bill for reuni-
fication with the formerly communist East Germany, led 
Newsweek, as recently as 2002, to dub Germany “the sick 
man of Europe.” 

Then a second Wirtschaftswunder occurred from 2005 
onwards, as Germany reaped exponential growth as the 
primary beneficiary of European economic unity and a 
single currency. Unique amid the bruised and beaten econ-
omies of the eurozone, Germany has emerged relatively 
unscarred from the continent’s lingering financial crisis.

At the end of the Cold War, German Defense Minister 
Volker Rühe declared that Germany was now “encircled by 
friends,” rather than potential military aggressors. As the 
need for protection by the U.S. military has decreased, Ger-
many’s relationship with America, always a bit tenuous, 
has waned due to phone-tapping revelations, use of drones 
and Washington’s preference to “lead from behind.”

“Many Germans,” according to Hans Kundnani, author 
of The Paradox of German Power, “now say they no longer 
share values with the United States, and some say that they 
never did” (“Leaving the West Behind,” Foreign Affairs, Jan-
uary-February 2015).

In a historical irony, Germany has succeeded through 
economic strength, political clout and diplomatic prow-
ess where Bismarck, Kaiser Wilhelm II and Hitler failed 

All Roads Lead to Berlin

The specter of unfettered 
German power is once again 
haunting Europe as Berlin 
has become the pivot point 
for a continent in financial 
flux. Where is Germany’s 
path destined to end?

By Neal Hogberg
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militarily—turning an entire continent into a greater German 
empire. Despite resentment, Germany is now the undisputed 
master of Europe without the loss of a single German soldier.

New correlation of forces
Frightened by its own historical shadows, Germany has 

been a “reluctant hegemon,” preferring to think of itself as an 
economic and moral model for the world, like a large Sweden, 
rather than a Teutonic tiger. 

But as the German export-dependent juggernaut has con-
tinued despite the financial floundering of reckless debtor 
neighbors, a new national pride has emerged. “This new atti-
tude,” writes sociologist Ulrich Beck in his book German Europe, 
“could be summed up in the words: We are not the masters of 
Europe, but we are its schoolmasters” (2014, p. 56).

In the Italian newspaper Il Messaggero, former Italian pre-
mier and ex-president of the European Commission Romano 
Prodi worried that “France is ever more disoriented and Britain 
is losing power by the day in Brussels after its decision to hold a 
referendum on EU membership.” The result is that “Germany is 
exercising an almost solitary power.” 

The new presidents of the European Commission and the 
Council of Europe, he added, “are men who rotate around Ger-
many’s orbit, and above all there is a very strong [German] pres-
ence among the directors, heads of cabinet and their deputies. 
The bureaucracy is adapting to the new correlation of forces.”

“Smaller states,” writes economic editor Ambrose Evans-
Pritchard, “no longer form clusters of alliances around a three-
legged diplomatic edifice made up of Germany, France, and 
Britain. They are instead scrambling to adapt to a new European 
order where only one state now counts” (“Britain’s EU Retreat 
Means German Hegemony Warns Prodi,” The Telegraph, Nov. 
24, 2014).

Power within Europe has shifted so sharply to Berlin that, as 
noted in The Economist, “in Beijing or Washington, DC, the ques-

tion: ‘Where is Europe going?’ 
has become synonymous with: 
‘What do the Germans want?’” 
(“Europe’s Reluctant Hegemon,” 
June 15, 2013). 

During the Cold War, former 
U.S. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger mockingly quipped: 
“Who do I call if I want to call 
Europe?” The answer is much 
more obvious today. When there 
is a problem between Europe 
and the United States, President 
Barack Obama telephones Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Illustratively, rather than 
speaking with each other during 
the recent Crimean crises, Presi-
dent Obama and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin used Chan-
cellor Merkel as the go-between. 
Last year alone, Putin was reported 
to have spent over 110 hours on the 
phone with the chancellor.

Economic enslavement
Ulrich Beck states the feel-

ings of much of Europe when 
he notes, “Only one fate is worse 
than being overwhelmed by 
German money, and that is not 
being overwhelmed by German 
money” (German Europe, p. 50).

Diminishing European pros-
perity paired with German-
domination has incensed much 
of Southern Europe. Furious 
Greeks and unemployed Span-
iards see austerity measures 
as German imperialism. The 
impoverished “Club Med” coun-
tries, because of their terrible 
indebtedness, have little option 
other than to comply with the 
imposition of unpalatable auster-
ity edicts from Berlin or be faced 
with economic doomsday. 

As Europe’s paymaster, Ger-
many begrudgingly came to 
the rescue of weaker economic 
neighbors, but it did so with 
rigid terms, leading to a mount-
ing chorus of disapproval. One 
newly elected parliamentarian 
in Greece called Germany’s stip-
ulations “fiscal waterboarding.” 

“Mutti” and 
Matteo
Italian Prime 
Minister Matteo 
Renzi conducts 
economic talks 
with German 
Chancellor 
Angela Merkel 
at Palazzo 
Vecchio in 
Florence, Italy, 
on Jan. 22, 2015
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Another Greek party leader, Panos Kammenos, went ever further, pro-
claiming, “We will never drop to our knees to beg from Angela Merkel” and 
calling his country an occupied land under the dictatorship of a Fourth Reich 
(Ambrose Evans-Pritchard, “Greek Coalition Braces for Debt Showdown as 
Germany Rattles Sabre,” The Telegraph, Jan. 26, 2015).

Where will Germany’s dominance lead Europe?
“We are now living through Europe’s test,” writes George Friedman, chair-

man of Stratfor. “As all human institutions do, the European Union is going 
through a time of intense problems, mostly economic for the moment. The 
European Union was founded for ‘peace and prosperity.’ If prosperity disap-
pears, or disappears in some nations, what happens next to peace?” (“The 
European Union, Nationalism and the Crisis of Europe,” Jan. 20, 2015).

Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher warned shortly after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 that a single European currency could not 
accommodate industrial powerhouses such as Germany and smaller coun-
tries like Greece because the euro would “devastate their inefficient econ-
omies.” Thatcher, understanding the enormous power and potential of the 
German people, soberly stated that Germany was still “a destabilising, rather 
than a stabilising, force in Europe” (Andrew Roberts, “Was Margaret Thatcher 
Right to Fear a United Germany?” The Telegraph, Sept. 13, 2009).

French historian Emmanuel Todd may have sounded the loudest alarm, 
saying, “Unknowingly, the Germans are on their way to again take their role 
as bringers of calamity for the other European peoples, and later for them-
selves” (quoted by George Packer in “The Quiet German,” The New Yorker, 
Dec. 1, 2014).

Bible prophecy comes alive
The Bible foretold that, just before the return of Jesus Christ, a powerful 

bloc of nations, described as “the beast,” will coalesce and impose a final 
revival of the ancient Roman Empire (Revelation 13:1-8; 17:8-18; Daniel 2:37-
45; 7:15-27). 

Through the overpowering influence of a dynamic leader, this group of 
nations will for a short time be “of one mind, and they will give their power 
and authority to the beast” (Revelation 17:13). This pan-European power is 
also described as comprised of iron and clay (Daniel 2:40-43), symbolizing 
both awesome strength and confounding fragility that don’t mix well.

God prophesied punishment and economic collapse for the English-speak-
ing nations as a result of disobedience to God’s law (see our LifeHopeandTruth 
.com articles “Why Is God Angry With America?” and “Jacob’s Trouble: What Is 
It?”). Just as with ancient Israel, which was taken into national captivity in the 
late 700s B.C., the modern descendants of ancient Israel will also be punished 
for incorrigible wickedness and rejection of their Creator. 

Europe’s future appears to be stamped “Made in Germany,” but the unin-
tended consequence and real significance of Germany’s mushrooming rise 
to power have devastating implications for the entire world. The Bible warns 
that without God’s eventual intervention, these end-time events would lead to 
human extinction (Matthew 24:21-22). 

Perceptive observers recognize that significant geopolitical power is rap-
idly growing in and around Germany, yet few grasp the implications. Jesus 
Christ tells us in Luke 21:36 to “watch therefore, and pray always that you may 
be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 

The rise of Germany has prophetic significance. As we watch end-time 
events unfold, it should motivate each of us to examine our spiritual condi-
tion in the light of God’s Word and should lead us to repentance. D

Widely considered the world’s most 
powerful woman, Angela Merkel has 
been nicknamed “Merkiavelli” after the 
Italian Renaissance strategist Niccolòlo 
Machiavelli, whose philosophy on the 
use of political power stressed that crises 
can be invitations to accumulate greater 
power. 

Once dismissed by rivals as colorless for 
her unthreatening air of ordinariness and 
derogatively called “Mutti,” or Mommy, she 
is now respected for her fingertip feel of 
public opinion. In turn, Germans support 
her overwhelmingly in polls that hover 
around 75 percent approval. 

Throughout the rest of Europe, Merkel 
is viewed less maternally. She is feared 
for her “ruthless and instrumental use of 
people to achieve her political ends.” She 
“has EU leaders in thrall while her genuine 
wit and charm have them competing for 
her favour” (Bruno Waterfield, “Why Queen 
Angela Makes Europe Dance to Merkel’s 
Tune,” The Telegraph, July 16, 2014).

The daughter of a Lutheran pastor, Merkel 
was raised in East Germany and became 
a research chemist. Quiet, analytical and 
highly serious, this future chancellor of 
a united Germany personally witnessed 
the oppression of Soviet-sponsored 
communism and remains deeply 
distrustful of Russia. 

Described by political correspondents as 
having a “perfect instinct for power,” and 
using unpretentiousness as a weapon, 
Merkel has historically outmaneuvered 
a series of male political heavyweights 
throughout the continent. 

Early in her political career, then-
Chancellor Helmut Kohl presented her as 
“mein Mäadchen”—his girl—to foreign 
dignitaries. But later, after she cunningly 
played the key role in his downfall, Kohl 
confessed that championing the young 
Merkel had been the biggest blunder of 
his life. “I brought my killer,” Kohl admitted. 
“I put the snake on my arm” (George 
Packer, “The Quiet German,” The New 
Yorker, Dec. 1, 2014).

The most powerful 
woman in the world

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/america-in-prophecy/why-is-god-angry/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/jacobs-trouble/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/jacobs-trouble/
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W
ith all the variations in belief found among 
mainstream Christian churches, one belief 
that many agree upon is that those who 
are evil and reject God will be sent to hell 
where they will be tormented forever. 

This teaching is based on two basic assumptions:
• All human beings have an immortal soul that lives on 

for eternity after death. 
• Those who are evil and reject God will be sent to a 

place of torment and unhappiness as punishment.
These beliefs have been used over the centuries to 

motivate people to action through fear. In fact, the fear of 
hell has been a driving force behind the development of 
mainstream Christianity.

For instance, the Catholic Church drew much of its 
authority over people’s lives by claiming that it controlled 
the gates of heaven and hell. Throughout the Middle Ages, 
many people submitted to the church and paid indulgences 
because they believed that obeying the Roman Church 
would help them escape hell. 

After the Protestant Reformation, belief in hell was main-
tained by the various Protestant churches and used simi-
larly—to frighten people into accepting Jesus Christ. 

One classic example, the infamous Jonathan Edwards 
sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” describes a 
God who holds “you over the pit of hell, much as one holds 
a spider, or some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, 
and is dreadfully provoked: his wrath towards you burns like 
fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be 
cast into the fire.” 

Though most Christian churches do not use such graphic 
imagery today, the theology of hell is still the majority opin-
ion even if the rhetoric has been toned down. Many now 
describe hell in softer terms, such as “separation from God’s 
love” or “darkness and isolation,” instead of the traditional 
description of fiery torture that we find in Dante Alighieri’s 
The Divine Comedy or Jonathan Edwards’ sermon. 

HELL DISPROVED IN ONE VERSE
But now let’s take a look at just one statement of Jesus 

Christ that is central to this topic. When understood prop-
erly, this one statement completely demolishes the entire 
doctrine of eternal torment in hellfire and stands in stark 
contrast to what is commonly taught in His name!

Matthew 10:28 records this fascinating statement by 
Jesus: 

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.”

Before we analyze Jesus’ words, we should consider the 
context. Jesus had just commissioned His disciples to go out 
and spread His message. He warned them that they would 
face persecution—and possibly martyrdom.

But He encouraged them to face that possibility with 
courage, not fear. They were not to be paralyzed by the fear 
of being killed for preaching the gospel, because they were 
to understand the basic truth He spoke in Matthew 10:28. 

The message of this statement is very simple: Don’t fear 
people or the temporary harm they can do to you. Instead, 
fear God because He has the power to destroy or save you 
for all eternity. 

Incredibly, there are some who point to this verse as a 
proof of the doctrine of hell (eternal torment in hellfire) and 
the immortal soul. But it actually teaches exactly the op-
posite! 

Let’s analyze this verse more closely.

“AND DO NOT FEAR” 
Jesus begins by stating that His followers should not fear 

“those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.”
Some point to these words to “prove” that humans pos-

sess an immortal soul that is separate from the body. But 
this idea is based on a concept called dualism that has its 
roots in Greek philosophy. Greek philosophers, such as Plato, 
separated humanity into two components: the body (the 

Many churches teach that the fate of evil  
people is an eternity of torment in hell. But did 
you know that Jesus actually contradicted that 

belief in 29 words?

CHRIST
CHRISTIANITY
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What Christianity Gets 
Wrong About Hell

By Erik Jones



COMMON BELIEF #2:  
After death, people continue 
to be conscious in heaven or 
hell. 

“The dead know nothing” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:5) because “there is 
no work or device or knowledge or 
wisdom in the grave” (verse 10). COMMON BELIEF #3:  

The righteous go to heaven 
after death. 

“No one has ascended to heaven but 
He who came down from heaven, 
that is, the Son of Man who is in 
heaven” (John 3:13). 

COMMON BELIEF #4:  
The result of sin is an 
eternity of torment in 
hellfire. 

“The wages of sin is death” (Romans 
6:23). 

COMMON BELIEF #6:  
Heaven is the reward of the 
righteous.

“The meek … shall inherit the earth” 
(Matthew 5:5). 

COMMON BELIEF #5:  
We receive our reward or 
punishment immediately 
after death.

“We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall be changed—in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 
see also verses 22-23; John 5:28-29; 1 
Thessalonians 4:15-17). 

COMMON BELIEF #1:  
The human soul is immortal. 

God “alone has immortality” (1 
Timothy 6:16), while humans are 
“mortal” (Romans 6:12) and “the soul 
who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).

LifeHopeandTruth.com

Many of mainstream Christianity’s ideas about the afterlife 
are based on assumptions and human philosophy. This chart 
shows how these ideas are contradicted by the Bible.
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physical) and the soul (an immaterial part of 
a human being that they believed could not 
die). 

The Bible presents a completely different 
picture. The two words used for soul in the 
Old and New Testament are nephesh and 
psuche. Neither of these words means soul in 
the classical Greek and mainstream Christian 
sense of the word. They both simply mean 
living being. 

Nephesh is the Hebrew word used to 
describe the life that God breathed into the 
first human being. Adam became a “living 
soul” (King James Version) or a “living being” 
(New King James Version) when “the breath 
of life” was given from God (Genesis 2:7). The 
Old Testament teaches very clearly that the 
human soul can and does die (Ezekiel 18:4).

Psuche is essentially the Greek equivalent 
of nephesh. It means “life,” “living soul” or the 
“vital force which animates the body and 
shows itself in breathing” (Thayer’s Greek Lexi-
con). The New Testament usage of the word 
also shows that it is not immortal (Matthew 
10:39; John 10:11; 15:13; Revelation 8:9). 

Jesus’ point was that human beings can kill 
the physical body, but they can’t take away 
the life potential—God’s ability to resurrect 
each person’s unique identity, personality and 
memory. Only God has control of this. 

“BUT RATHER FEAR”
The second half of the verse explains the 

first half. Jesus’ follow-up sentence actually 
turns almost 2,000 years of Christian thought 
completely on its head! It disproves the 
doctrines of the immortal soul and eternal 
torment in hellfire. It exposes them for what 
they are: philosophical constructs of man. 

Instead of fearing human beings, Jesus 
says we should “rather fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

If you have always believed the traditional 
Christian doctrines of hell and the immortal 
soul, read this verse again.

Jesus makes two essential points: 

1. THE SOUL IS MORTAL
Mainstream Christianity claims that the 

soul is immortal and lives on for eternity after 
death. 

But this belief does not square with what 
Christ is teaching in this verse. He clearly said 
that both soul and body can be destroyed. 

The Greek word translated destroy means 
exactly what it says—to “destroy utterly, … 
to perish” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words).

2.HELL DESTROYS, NOT 
TORTURES

Christ uses the word Gehenna here to de-
scribe the ultimate punishment of the wicked. 
Gehenna was actually a location south of Je-
rusalem that was used as a trash dump. There 
was a constant fire burning there that would 
consume garbage and the bodies of crimi-
nals. Gehenna was not a site of torture. It was 
a symbol of death and complete annihilation. 

Christ’s statement here is simple and di-
rect—those who are cast into Gehenna (called 
“the lake of fire” in Revelation 20:14-15) will 
be thoroughly destroyed. Both their soul and 
body will be entirely burned up. Jesus’ teach-
ing harmonizes flawlessly with what is written 
in both the Old and New Testaments about 
the fate of the wicked.

Around 450 years earlier, God inspired the 
prophet Malachi to write that the wicked 
would be thoroughly burned up and become 
“ashes” (Malachi 4:1-3). After Christ’s death and 
resurrection, Paul was inspired to write one of 
the most direct statements in the entire Bible 
about the fate of the wicked: “The wages 
[consequences] of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
Many other scriptures make the same point. 

TAKE CHRIST’S POINT TO HEART
So, let’s step back and see what we really 

need to learn from Christ’s statement in 
Matthew 10:28. We are told that we should 
fear God. That means we should have an awe 
and respect for God’s incredible power and 
deeply realize the consequence of refusing to 
obey Him.

That consequence is not what the major-
ity believe. The truth is, God will not throw 
people into eternal hellfire to be tortured for 
all eternity. He will mercifully destroy those 
who refuse to obey Him by entirely burning 
them up—ending their conscious existence 
for all eternity. This truth represents the per-
fect character of a merciful and just God. 

We should use Jesus’ words as they were 
intended, as a prod to motivate repentance, 
obedience and faithfulness to God, because 
He is “able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” D

Helpful  
Resources
What happens after death 
is a big subject, and we 
only covered one small 
part of it in this article. 
Read these resources to 
understand more about 
what the Bible says on this 
important subject. 

The Last Enemy: What Really 
Happens After Death?

Immortal Soul: What Is a Soul?

What Is Heaven?

What Is Hell?

Read these resources at 
LifeHopeandTruth.com.

How could a loving God 
torture people eternally for 
their misdeeds in this life? 

St. Peter at the pearly gates. 
Cherubs playing harps. Fluffy 
white clouds. What is heaven 
really?

The belief that man has (or 
is) an immortal soul is not a 
teaching that comes from  
the Bible.

Is death a terrifying reality to 
be feared, or is there a hopeful 
answer to what happens after 
death?

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-last-enemy
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-last-enemy
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/immortal-soul/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-hell/
http://LifeHopeandTruth.com
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MARTINIQUE IS ONE OF THE JEWELS OF THE 
French West Indies. The island boasts beautiful beaches, 
friendly people and delightful cuisine. One small town, 
however, teaches a sobering lesson about unheeded warn-
ings.

Saint Pierre, once the island’s bustling capital, lies at the 
base of Mount Pelée, an active volcano.

In April 1902 the volcano obviously began to awaken, 
with a rain of ash and rock over several days. Authori-
ties assured citizens there was no danger. Elections were 
scheduled, and officials didn’t want to interrupt them. 

By May 4 the air was thick with ashy smoke. Some citi-
zens decided to leave town, but authorities reassured the 
rest that there was no danger. On May 5 a river of boiling 
mud gushed down the mountain, burying a sugar fac-
tory and 150 people. Newspapers continued to reassure. 
The island’s governor and his family remained in Saint 
Pierre to calm the population. Citizens trying to leave were 
threatened with arrest for sowing panic.

Suddenly …
Suddenly, just after 8 a.m. on May 8, the upper part of 

the volcano split open. A cloud of burning gas and ash 
rushed down the mountainside into Saint Pierre, engulf-
ing it in 60 seconds. 

Many people probably looked up in fear, but it was too 
late. Perhaps 30,000 people burst into flame and vaporized. 
Repeated warning signals that catastrophe was imminent 
had been misunderstood. People believed authorities who, 
in fact, knew little more than they themselves did.

Like a thief in the night
Today Saint Pierre is a colorful curiosity, known for 

black-sand beaches, seaside restaurants and charred ves-
tiges of buildings destroyed in 1902. This town can remind 
us of warnings in the Bible.

The Bible predicts a time of great calamity just before 
the return of Christ—the event that will finally usher in 

a period of worldwide tranquility. Many people will be 
deceived and swept to their deaths by the preceding catas-
trophes, called the Day of the Lord. They will be complacent 
from ignorance and false reassurances that they will be 
safe. They’ll ignore the signs.

Paul told Christians of his day: “But concerning the 
times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I 
should write to you. For you yourselves know perfectly that 
the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For 
when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden destruction 
comes upon them. … And they shall not escape” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:1-3). 

In those fearful times ahead, authorities will promise 
that if people will only believe and follow them, all will be 
well. Most will be distracted and deceived. 

Jesus predicted, “But as the days of Noah were, so also 
will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days 
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took 
them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” 
(Matthew 24:37-39).

Heeding the warnings
It is vital to heed the prophetic warnings inspired by our 

Creator (2 Peter 1:19). The Bible reveals warning signs to 
which we must pay attention.

As you watch world events in light of prophecy, remem-
ber the lesson of Saint Pierre in Martinique.

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

After many unheeded 
warning signs, a beautiful 
city was unexpectedly and 
completely destroyed in a few 
seconds. Should this teach us 
anything about the future?

Suddenly…
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Scorched earth 
A view of the ruined streets 
of Saint Pierre after the Mount 
Pelée eruption of May 8, 1902
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/fmsc/


Jesus tells us what the 
Passover bread and wine 
mean. But what would He 
make of Easter eggs and 

chocolate bunnies?

What does God want us to understand?

Learn more about God’s festivals and how they explain His 
plan for all humanity. Download the free booklet from the 
Learning Center on LifeHopeandTruth.com

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days

