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I
President Barack Obama surprised 

a lot of people recently when, inter-
viewed on ABC television, he candidly 
acknowledged Americans are ready 
for a new leader. They want “that new 
car smell,” he said, continuing the 
metaphor with, “They want to drive 
something off the lot that doesn’t have 
as much mileage as me.”

It’s really about the driver, though, 
not the car, so Americans will soon 
start searching for the next savior who 
they hope can take the wheel and suc-
cessfully negotiate the dangerous challenges they face. 
Every candidate will promise they have the skills, but his-
tory says they’ll end up where Mr. Obama is now, having 
basked in the glory of the great office, only to later wither 
under the heated scrutiny of one’s ineffectiveness.

Buckle your seat belts when you’re going off the 
cliff?

The president is hardly alone. Leaders around the 
world today share that fate, as they grapple with problems 
that are simply bigger than their abilities to solve them. 
Our lead article, “The State of the World 2015,” highlights 
four serious global threats. We could have written about 
eight or 12—so many are looming that UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon alerted the world that its “fasten seat 
belt” warning light is on! Transportation analogies must 
be the flavor-of-the-month imagery of world leaders. 

Well, I don’t know about you, but fastening my seat belt 
as the world teeters on the edge doesn’t boost my sense of 
security one bit! I’m more concerned with who’s driving—
who knows how to back us away from the precipice? Who 
can show a little problem solving? Who can chart a new 
course for a better future? Who can rally us around that 
common cause? I don’t see anyone. Do you?

Of all the perils the world faces, perhaps the greatest is 
the dearth of leaders who have the ability, knowledge and 
power to do anything about them! 

When problems outstrip 
solutions

It’s not that smart, capable peo-
ple don’t exist, but the magnitude of 
world problems is simply outstrip-
ping our human ability to solve them. 
As a result, world leadership is mor-
phing into a defensive posture. That 
is, rather than tackling problems that 
are virtually insoluble, they focus 
more on not making things worse. 
Leaders who try to just avoid disasters 
(especially to preserve positions or 
reputations) operate from weakness, 
not from strength. Followers sense 
that and become even more frus-
trated and fearful.

The time for change is not just for 
Americans—the whole world needs a new leader, someone 
else to drive the car.

We’re not going over the cliff, but …
Discern takes a nonpartisan stance toward politics 

and nations, offering instead an analysis of world events 
through the lens of Bible prophecy. As a result, we lay out 
a global view that usually ends up combining pessimis-
tic short-term assessments with optimistic long-term fore-
casts. After all, this is prophecy’s theme: Things are going 
to get worse, then they’re going to get better!

So, in a nutshell, the world is not going over the cliff. But 
it’s going to be close! Prophecy assures us that in the not-
so-distant future, just as a bad mix of egomaniacal lead-
ers and uncontrolled events hurtle us recklessly toward 
disaster, Someone is going to step in, put on the brakes 
and take over the driver’s seat.

Do you want that “new car smell”? After thousands 
of years now, is human government smelling pretty old? 
Then it’s time to look elsewhere—for a new driver, Jesus 
Christ, and the coming Kingdom of God!

WANTING THAT NEW CAR SMELL

The time for change is not just for Americans— 
the whole world needs a new leader, someone else to drive the car.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

@CKilough

Is anyone out there 
who can drive the 
car?

CONSIDER
THIS

https://twitter.com/CKilough


WORLDWATCH
Jesus told us to “watch” (Luke 

21:36), and this section is 
designed to touch on an array of 
interesting and important factors 
that may have prophetic signifi-
cance. For more background on 

what to watch, see our article 
“Five Prophetic Trends to Watch” 
and our “Insights Into News and 

Prophecy” blog.

“I went to the physics 
lessons, I learned. I went 

to the English lesson. 
I considered it like a 

normal day.”

—MALALA YOUSAFZAI,  
17, who was told during chemistry 
class that she was one of the 
winners of the Nobel Peace Prize, 
the youngest ever. She is known 
for her campaign for girls’ right 
to education and shared the 
prize with child rights advocate 
Kailash Satyarthi of India (The 
Christian Science Monitor 
Weekly).

When Israel captured East Jerusalem in 
the Six-Day War of 1967, it left the Tem-
ple Mount (site of the Dome of the 
Rock and al-Aqsa Mosque) under the 
control of the Muslim Waqf. Ten-
sions over this area, holy to three 
major religions, have risen again. 
According to The Economist, “Jewish 
radicals are upsetting the fragile 
religious balance in the holy city” by 
praying on the Mount and preparing for 
future worship on the holy site.

The government-funded Temple Institute is even 
“seeking a red heifer to purify a future temple 
priesthood.”

Mounting Troubles in Jerusalem

In late September, a Shiite 
rebel group (the Houthis) 
took over Yemen’s capital 
city and received a deal that 
allows it to share power. So 
now Yemen, which is mostly 
Sunni Muslim, is partly 
controlled by minority Shiites 
funded by Iran (The Week).

Iran’s Spreading 
Influence

Boko Haram’s Nigerian Caliphate
Nigeria faces many challenges, from corruption to stark inequality to a 
violent rebel group acting with impunity in the northeast.

Boko Haram, internationally known for kidnapping more than 200 
schoolgirls in northeastern Nigeria, has driven about a million people 
from their homes. The extreme Islamist group may also have killed 
13,000 people in the last five years. Yet the Nigerian “army lacks the 
equipment and morale to give chase. Boko Haram destroyed much 
of the air fleet in a raid last year and is now free to ride around in large 
convoys unmolested from above. …

“Nobody can predict when Nigeria might tip over into chaos. But that 
day seems to be coming closer” (The Economist).

#BRINGBACK 
OURGIRLS

Heavy Users

In Colorado, 87 percent of legal 
marijuana sales have gone to the 
heaviest users: people who get high 
21 to 31 days a month.

Also, the top 10 percent of American 
alcohol consumers (about 24 million 
adults) purchase more than half of 
the alcohol sold. These adults drink 
an average of about 10 drinks a day 
(The Week).

$557 million
The United States exported $557 million in guided 
missile technology to more than 20 countries in 
just the first seven months of 2014. Top buyers 
include the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt—six of the top 10 are in the Middle East 
(The Week).
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What’s the 
Greatest  

Threat to 
the World?

According to 
a survey of 

people in 44 
countries:

PEW RESEARCH 
CENTER, 

REPORTED IN 
TIME

23%
nuclear weapons.

19%
inequality.

18%
religious and 
ethnic hatred.

pollution and 
environmental 

damage.

14%

disease.

12%

Russia Increasing Military 
Budget 25 Percent
In spite of declining oil 
revenues, Russia is adding $19 
billion to its defense spending. 
This will be 4.2 percent of the 
gross domestic product, higher 
even than what the United 
States spends (The Week).

China Passing U.S.?
“New estimates by the 
International Monetary 
Fund indicate China will 
pass the United States 
this year in the overall size 
of its economy.” This is 
based on the “purchasing 
power parity” method; in 
raw dollar terms the U.S. 
economy ($17.4 trillion) is 
far ahead of China’s $10.4 
trillion gross domestic 
product (The Christian 
Science Monitor Weekly).

“What’s the 
next Ebola? 

… One of the 
more worrisome 
diseases among 

the public-health 
community 
is bird flu, a 

respiratory virus 
that has the 

ability to cause 
pandemics.”
—ALEXANDRA SIFFERLIN  

in Time.

“Nobody takes Germany 
seriously. … [It’s] a political 

dwarf when it comes to 
protecting Western values and 

interest.”

—ALEXANDER GRAF LAMBSDORFF  
in Die Welt, reported in The Week. He 
called the condition of the German 
military a national scandal after a military 
plane carrying aid to Ebola-stricken areas 
of West Africa had to make an emer-
gency landing because it was falling 
apart. Many aircraft have been grounded 
because of lack of parts. With the “grow-
ing number of hot spots in our immedi-
ate neighborhood,” he and many others 
are calling for increased spending to beef 
up Germany’s military.

$7.6 billion
Amount the United States spent battling the 
opium trade in Afghanistan in vain. In spite of 
this war on drugs, a record 516,000 acres (209,000 
hectares) were planted with opium poppies in 
2013, a number expected to rise in 2014 (Time).
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Prophecy

It seems the world is 
falling apart before our 
eyes. But examining 
world trends—and how 
they may affect us—in 
the light of prophecy 
reveals a glimmer of 
hope.

By Joel Meeker

THE STATE  
OF THE 
WORLD 
2015

Lightstock.com
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The recent Ebola outbreak has caused 
the greatest fear. This is due to the hor-
rific nature of the progression of the dis-
ease, which disables the immune sys-
tem, causes blood vessels to leak and 
makes cells explode.

Ebola first appeared in 1976, but 
since then there have been more than 
20 outbreaks affecting various numbers 
of people in Africa. The 2014 outbreak 
has been the worst of all, since it affected 
urban regions of West African nations, 
which led to travelers’ bringing cases to 
the United States and Europe. As of the 
end of October 2014, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) had reported 
13,676 confirmed, probable or suspected 
cases of Ebola in the world. And the epi-
demic continues.

Of course, Ebola is not the only trou-
bling epidemic in the world. The Middle 
Eastern Respiratory Syndrome had, as 
of the end of October 2014, caused 852 
laboratory-confirmed cases, including 
at least 301 related deaths. Most of these 
cases have been in nine Middle East-
ern countries, but cases have also been 
reported in 13 other countries, includ-
ing France, the U.K. and the U.S. (cdc.
gov).

In the last 12 years there have been 
668 cases of the latest permutation of the 
Asian bird flu reported in 16 countries. 
Of these, 393 were fatal, resulting in a 
fatality rate of 59 percent.

The most worrisome factor in viral 
diseases is their propensity to mutate. 
There is always a chance that the Ebola 
virus could mutate to allow airborne 
transmission. This possibility was pub-
licly raised in October 2014 by Anthony 
Banbury, chief of the UN’s Ebola mis-
sion.

A f lu virus could also mutate to 
become more deadly. The great flu epi-
demic of 1918-1919 stemmed from just 
such a mutation. That virus acted so 
quickly that people who felt fine in the 
morning could die by nightfall. Between 
20 and 40 percent of the worldwide pop-
ulation became ill, and about 50 million 
people died.

How might this trend affect you?
Because of the speed and ease of 

international travel, faraway disease 
epidemics are now less than 24 hours 
away. With disease incubation periods 
sometimes lasting weeks, travelers can 
unwittingly carry viral diseases with 
them. We are likely to see epidemics 
spread more quickly and more widely, 
and few places will be immune.

TRENDING DISEASE EPIDEMICS

n his opening address at 
the 69th annual meeting of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly, Secretary-Gen-

eral Ban Ki-moon warned that 
the world’s “fasten seat belt” light 
is illuminated. 

“This year, the horizon of 
hope is darkened. Our hearts are 
made heavy by unspeakable acts 
and the deaths of innocents,” he 
told the assembled leaders from 
193 nations. “Not since the end 
of the Second World War have 
there been so many refugees, 
displaced people and asylum 
seekers. Never before has the 
United Nations been asked to 
reach so many people with emer-
gency food assistance and other 
life-saving supplies,” he said.

“It may seem as if the world 
is falling apart, as crises pile up 
and disease spreads. But leader-
ship is precisely about finding 
the seeds of hope and nurturing 
them into something bigger. That 
is our duty. That is my call to you 
today” (Sept. 24, 2014, un.org).

To many, it does indeed 
seem as if the world is falling 
apart before our very eyes. The 
secretary-general specifically 
addressed several of the most 
alarming trends: disease epi-
demics, the effects of wars which 
are increasingly caused by reli-
gious strife and extremism, 
and famine. These are truly key 
trends that will shape the news 
in 2015. And, as we will see, these 
escalating problems mirror 
prophecies by Jesus Christ about 
events signaling His return to 
earth to rescue humanity and 
bring real peace.

I
The world has watched with horror 

as the brutally violent extremist para-
military calling itself the Islamic State 
has seized lands in Syria and Iraq. The 
public beheadings, mass executions and 
other barbarism have focused attention 
on this conflict.

There is no end in sight for the ongo-
ing conflict between Israel and Hamas 
in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.

In a shocking return to behaviors 
Europeans felt were things of the past, 
Russia instigated an insurrection in 
parts of Ukraine, then sent in troops 
and annexed the Crimea, while estab-
lishing de facto control of parts of east-
ern Ukraine. This blatant grab of terri-
tories of a sovereign European country 
showed the powerlessness or at least the 
lack of will of Western nations to defend 
their own. It strengthened the convic-
tion in some quarters that open aggres-
sion can still pay off.

Civil wars continue in Afghanistan 
and Somalia. Extremist groups are stag-
ing ongoing insurrections in Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Libya and a host of other coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and South America.

In fact, an August 2014 article by The 
Independent stated that it’s much easier 
to count the number of countries that 
are fully at peace than those involved in 
some sort of conflict. Citing a study by 
the Institute for Economics and Peace, 
it reported that only 11 out of the 162 
countries covered in the study are not 
involved in some conflict (independent.
co.uk)!

TRENDING WAR



8 DISCERN January/February 2015

Noted global security expert Robert D. 
Kaplan has written that the world has entered 
the era of “endless war”—a time when con-
flicts will not have a peace-treaty ending, but 
will simply continue on and on (“Endless War,” 
stratfor.com).

How might this trend affect you?
With more extremist groups using violence 

as a form of publicity for their insurgencies, 
and with more individuals being radicalized, 
especially by religious propaganda, seemingly 
far-off conflicts will likely make themselves felt 
in many places previously considered safe. 

Reports of bombings, shootings, stabbings, 
and even beheadings of innocent people in var-
ious Western countries have revealed a recent 
trend of some psychopaths to identify with mil-
itary struggles. We will increasingly live under 
a heightened sense of awareness and concern, 
if not fear.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon wrote 
in July 2011, “Across the Horn of Africa, peo-
ple are starving. A catastrophic combination 
of conflict, high food prices and drought has 
left more than 11 million people in desperate 
need.” 

This area faces the most desperate fam-
ine risk in the world at the moment, but other 
regions are frequently on the brink. North 
Korea has great difficulty feeding itself. Regions 
to the south of the Sahara Desert frequently 
experience droughts that cause crop failure 
and food shortages.

Sadly, the countries worst hit by the Ebola 

epidemic may be in for a follow-up famine. 
According to The Daily Mail: “Ebola could 
cause a major food crisis in Africa if it contin-
ues unchecked, and millions of people in the 
worst-hit countries are already running short 
as farms are abandoned and trade interrupted, 
a UN organisation warns. The outbreak of the 
deadly virus in West Africa is piling more 
pressure on supplies that are already badly 
stretched. The global famine warning system is 
predicting a major food crisis if the Ebola out-
break continues to grow exponentially, and the 
UN still hasn’t reached over 750,000 people in 
need of food in West Africa” (dailymail.co.uk).

Undernourishment, while not as noticeable 
as outright famine, is a constant problem in the 
world. The World Food Programme states, “At 
present, there are 842 million undernourished 
people worldwide, most of them in developing 
countries.” Undernourishment exists when 
“food intake does not include enough calories 
(energy) to meet minimum physiological needs 
for an active life” (wfp.org). 

Close to 1 billion people are unable to lead 
normal lives because they lack enough nutri-
tious food.

How might this trend affect you?
Undernourishment and famine weaken 

people and make them easy prey to disease, 
including epidemics. One reason the death 
rate from Ebola in Africa is worse than it is 
with cases elsewhere is that many Africans’ 
immune systems are compromised by inad-
equate diet. And, as seen earlier, disease epi-
demics even in faraway places can show up 
on a doorstep anywhere in the world. Increas-
ingly, food shortages in the world will have a 
widely felt impact.

TRENDING FOOD SHORTAGES

It is most 
striking 
that a 
world 
statesman 
like Ban 
Ki-moon, 
making no 
reference 
to the 
Bible, 
sees clear 
evidence 
of signs 
Jesus 
announced 
some 2,000 
years ago.

on the 
Brink
2014 was a year of 
epidemic, instability and 
social unrest. Here are few 
events that are helping to 
push the world closer to 
the edge.

ebola  outbreak rise  of  isis gaza  crisis
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Several West African nations were hit 
by an Ebola outbreak, killing more 
than 6,300 people. People traveling 
from West Africa carried Ebola to the 
United States and Europe, causing 
widespread panic.

A brutal terrorist organization arose 
in Syria and Iraq with the goal to 
create an Islamic state. The group 
made alarming territorial gains 
and shocked the world through its 
violent actions against its enemies. 

Palestinian rocket attacks on 
Israelis and terror tunnels that 
allowed the murder of three Israeli 
teens led to an Israeli invasion 
of Gaza that saw over 2,100 
Palestinians killed.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/giro555/15882846922/sizes/l
https://www.flickr.com/photos/giro555/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
www.flickr.com/photos/kofahu/12924405854/
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
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According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research 
Center, religious hostilities reached a six-year high in 
2012, and the trend is likely to continue. 

Government pressure or outright oppression 
is a factor. A third of the world’s nations have high 
restrictions on religion; and due to population distri-
bution, this means that “more than 5.3 billion people 
(76% of the world’s population) live in countries with 
a high or very high level of restrictions on religion, 
up from 74% in 2011 and 68% as of mid-2007.” Most 
of these restrictions are centered in the Middle East 
and Asia (pewforum.org).

Social pressure is also a major cause of religious 
hostility.

Secular humanism, hedonism and declining 
interest in organized religion are causing many pro-
fessed Christians to reconsider fundamental tenets 
of Christianity. 

Beliefs about the sanctity of human life, the 
sanctity of marriage, and biblical roles of men and 
women in the church and in the home, are all under 
enormous societal pressure to conform to the winds 
of public opinion. What is commonly accepted by 
many as Christian behavior today is a far cry from 
what was accepted a generation ago and an even far-
ther cry from what Jesus Christ Himself taught.

How might this trend affect you?
The religious turmoil will likely continue to 

increase the intensity of many conflicts, which will 
affect much of the world with a rise in attempts at 
random and organized terror attacks. 

In the Western world, societal and perhaps gov-
ernmental pressure will continue to rise against peo-
ple who believe traditional biblical teachings. It will 
become more challenging to hold fast to the actual 
teachings of the Bible. Strength and courage and 
commitment will be required.

Striking parallels
Discerning readers may have noticed a fascinating coinci-

dence in Ban Ki-moon’s UN statement about dangerous trends, 
including disease epidemics, war, food shortages, and religious 
confusion and conflict. These escalating problems mirror state-
ments by Jesus Christ about precursors of His return to earth.

In the account of Matthew 24:3, the disciples asked Jesus, 
“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of 
Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

Jesus responded, “Take heed that no one deceives you. For 
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. 
See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pes-
tilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows” (verses 4-8).

Jesus stated that initial signs of His return drawing near 
would be religious deception—people claiming to represent the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, but leading people astray. This is happen-
ing in much of mainstream Christianity, where professed Chris-
tians are leaving the clear teaching of the Bible in order to adopt 
more permissive, socially agreeable doctrines and behaviors. 
Doing so actually distorts Christ and His teachings to the point 
of heresy—the replacement of the true Christ by a counterfeit.

Jesus also specifically mentioned wars and rumors of wars, 
famines and epidemics as “the beginning of sorrows.” While 
these curses have existed throughout history, the fact that Jesus 
mentioned them in the context of “the end of the age” means 
they will crescendo with stunning magnitude. 

These statements of Jesus also flesh out the striking imagery 
of Revelation 6, where prophetic events are represented by the 
opening of seals on a scroll. The opening of the first four seals 
reveals what are called the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, 
which coincide with the very signs Jesus gave. 

It is most striking that a world statesman like Ban Ki-moon, 
making no reference to the Bible, sees clear evidence of signs 
Jesus announced some 2,000 years ago: signs to precede His 
return. All these prophesied trends will increasingly touch the 
lives of every living human being.

Thus, the world in 2015 will continue apace through deepen-
ing troubles toward the “end of the age”—the end of the rule of 
man and the world systems we know. But this also means the 
world is accelerating toward the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God on the earth. Ultimately “the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn 
[in fear and ignorance], and they will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 
24:30). 

That is the only true “seed of hope” for the future. (Read more 
about this wonderful good news in our free booklet The Mystery 
of the Kingdom.)

Truly, we live in momentous and sobering times. D

TRENDING RELIGIOUS TURMOIL

Crimea  Annexation Boko  Haram  Kidnappinggaza  crisis
After Ukraine’s pro-Russian president 
was removed and a pro-Western 
government was established, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin annexed the 
strategic peninsula on the grounds 
of protecting ethnic Russians.

Boko Haram, a militant Islamic 
group in Nigeria, launched violent 
terrorist attacks across Nigeria and 
captured the world’s attention when 
it kidnapped 276 teen girls from a 
Nigerian school. 

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god/
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A
s the New Testa-
ment opened about 
2,000 years ago, 
the Jewish people 
were looking for 
the appearance 
of the prophesied 

Messiah—a Hebrew word meaning 
“anointed” (Matthew 11:3; Luke 3:15). 
Because of Moses’ teaching that a 
prophet like himself would arise (Deu-
teronomy 18:15), some were looking for 
a religious leader to appear and lead 
the nation in a great spiritual revival 
(Luke 1:68-69; 2:25, 30, 38).

Others were anticipating the Mes-
siah coming as the “Son of David” who 
would liberate the Jews from Roman 
rule, elevate the renewed Jewish nation 
in the eyes of the world, and establish 
His throne in Jerusalem (Matthew 21:9; 
22:42). Believing that Jesus was this 
person, some plotted to “take Him by 
force to make Him king” (John 6:15).

But when Christ—the Greek term for 
“anointed”—came to earth in the form 
of a human named Jesus, the majority 
of the Jewish religious leaders did not 
accept Him as the promised Messiah. 
To them, Jesus was a young upstart 
who was critical of their handling of 
authority and who hadn’t shown any 
potential to liberate the Jewish people 
or establish a throne. 

Jesus’ key points
Jesus began “preaching the gospel 

[good news] of the kingdom of God,” 
but it was not what the Jewish patriots 
were expecting (Mark 1:14). Instead of 
orchestrating a political movement 
and restoring Israel to greatness, Jesus’ 
key talking points were: “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gos-
pel” (verse 15). 

Of course, there were some who 
believed what Jesus said. John the Bap-

tist’s call to repent (change their behav-
ior) had been heard by many, prepar-
ing the way for Christ’s message. The 
New Testament and secular history 
concur that His message did indeed 
take root. The Church of God was estab-
lished and strove to fulfill His commis-
sion (Matthew 28:19-20). 

History shows that Christianity was 
a force that defied fierce persecution 
and the sword. Yet within decades fol-
lowing Jesus’ crucifixion, false teachers 
who claimed to be Christian began dis-
mantling what He had labored to con-
vey and instill in His disciples. 

Today within mainstream Chris-
tianity important aspects of the Mes-
siah’s message have been laid aside. 
The errors and omissions are not 
always quickly recognized, for the revi-
sions are commonly presented to be 
“mature” Christianity as opposed to 
“primitive” Christianity. 

How sad, preposterous and even 
arrogant it is to believe that humans 
needed to improve the message Jesus 
delivered or that changes needed to 
be made in order for Christ’s Church 
to blossom and flourish! Such rea-
soning is clearly refuted by Jude, the 
half-brother of Jesus, who heard and 
accepted Jesus’ teaching as it had been 
presented. 

The faith once delivered
Recognizing the efforts of some to 

change what Jesus had taught, Jude 
felt compelled to warn those of the first 
century and us today to reject these 
misguided ideas. 

“Beloved, while I was very diligent 
to write to you concerning our com-
mon salvation, I found it necessary to 
write to you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered to the saints. For cer-
tain men have crept in unnoticed, who 
long ago were marked out for this con-

demnation, ungodly men, who turn 
the grace of our God into lewdness and 
deny the only Lord God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:3-4, emphasis 
added).

Jude’s instruction provides his-
torical documentation of the effort of 
ungodly men to change Christ’s mes-
sage near the end of the first century. 
It also explains that we deny “the only 
Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ” 
when we deny the true gospel given by 
God the Father through His Son (Jude 
1:4; John 17:8).

Even though the apostle Paul was 
commissioned to take Christianity 
to the gentiles (non-Jews), he taught 
the same original, authentic gospel of 

To better understand Mark’s account 
of Jesus’ preaching “the gospel of 
the kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14), 
it is insightful to note the author’s 
introduction of this concept in Mark 
1:1. Here we read: “The beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God.” 

Mark is generally understood to be 
the first of the four New Testament 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John) to have been written. Mark 
begins similarly to the way the Old 
Testament begins. In Genesis 1:1 we 
read, “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” 

Mark wrote of another 
“beginning”—one in which the 
Son of God, now a flesh-and-
blood human, would deliver an 
important message of good news. 
Mirroring Genesis 1:1, Mark implied 
that the beginning of Jesus Christ’s 
preaching was an epoch-making 
event in which God was once again 
involved. Recognizing the profound 
significance of this event, Mark 
documented what transpired.

The Beginning 
of the Gospel  
of Jesus Christ  
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Jesus Christ that the other apostles taught. He instructed the 
gentiles to be “imitators of the churches of God which are 
in Judea” (1 Thessalonians 2:14). And Paul, like Jude, recog-
nized the misguided efforts of evil men to “pervert the gos-
pel of Christ” (Galatians 1:7).

To make plain what Jesus really taught and how He 
expects people to respond to His message, this article begins 
a series addressing these critically important concepts. 

Let’s now focus on the gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus 
came preaching. 

Gospel of Christ vs. the gospel of the Kingdom
When we read of Jesus “preaching the gospel of the king-

dom of God” (Mark 1:14), we should note that there was 
something new and something old about this endeavor. The 
teaching of a coming Kingdom ruled by God was not new—
Old Testament prophets under the inspiration of God had 
already prophesied this (2 Peter 1:21; Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; 
7:18, 27). What was new was Jesus Christ personally preach-
ing this message as a flesh-and-blood human. 

Unfortunately, one of the chief ways the Messiah’s mes-
sage has been distorted has occurred over how the gospel is 
defined. Some argue over whether it is the “gospel of Jesus 
Christ” (Mark 1:1) or “the gospel of the kingdom of God” 
(verse 14). The simple facts are that Christ was the “Messen-
ger of the covenant” (Malachi 3:1) who spoke the words of 
God the Father (John 3:34; 14:10; 17:18). Jesus was the One 
who gave His life as the payment for the sins (Ephesians 1:7) 
of those who truly repent so they can receive the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:38) and become children of God in His eternal King-
dom (John 1:12; Luke 12:32). 

As our Savior and as the King of the coming Kingdom 
of God (Revelation 11:15; 19:16), Jesus is central to the mes-
sage, but the gospel Jesus came preaching is not limited to 
Himself. Just knowing who Jesus is and what He has done 
will not bring salvation to anyone. If we “accept Jesus into 
our hearts” (as many put it) but continue living in opposi-
tion to God’s laws, we cannot expect to receive the wonderful 

benefits—including eternal life—that He offers. In addition 
to knowing that Christ is Lord, we must also do the will of the 
Father (Matthew 7:21). 

The true gospel includes Jesus Christ, what He has done 
and what He expects of us—as well as what will occur when 
He returns to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. The 
gospel of the Kingdom and the gospel of Christ are the same 
message. They are not competing gospels! 

The gospel of Christ is the gospel of the Kingdom. 

How the message of a literal kingdom 
disappeared

Within mainstream Christianity it has become common 
to focus on the person of the Messiah and what He did, while 
excluding explanations of the coming Kingdom of God and 
what we must do to be part of it. 

How did Christ’s instruction regarding a literal kingdom 
that would be established to rule over the earth disappear 
from mainstream Christianity? English historian Edward 
Gibbon, in his famous book The History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, provides the answer. 

Gibbon noted that as part of the “ancient and popular 
doctrine of the Millennium,” the early Christians believed 
that they would be resurrected to spirit life to reign upon 
the earth with Christ for a thousand years after He returned 
(Chapter XV: Progress of the Christian Religion Part IV). The 
author says that this teaching, which had been so helpful 
to the “progress of the Christian faith,” was gradually laid 
aside. 

“The doctrine of Christ’s reign upon earth was at first 
treated as a profound allegory, was considered by degrees as 
a doubtful and useless opinion, and was at length rejected as 
the absurd invention of heresy and fanaticism” (ibid.).

The next article in this series will address the first key ele-
ment of the Messiah’s message—“the time is at hand” (Mark 
1:15). For further study of this subject, we invite you to down-
load the free booklet The Mystery of the Kingdom. We also rec-
ommend the LifeHopeandTruth.com article on the Millen-
nium and the articles in the section “The Kingdom of God.” D

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  k n o w i n g  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  L o r d , 
w e  m u s t  a l s o  d o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r .

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/1000-years-millennium/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/1000-years-millennium/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/
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Bible

T hree of the most important questions in 
life are: Where did I come from? Who am 
I? And where am I going? These questions 
cut to the heart of humanity. 

Where would you go to find the 
answers? Can you look to a friend, a poli-
tician, a minister? Or is there another 

source where you can find the answers to life’s most difficult 
questions?

The Bible claims to have the answers—answers that are 
not available anywhere else. 

But how can you know if the Bible is true? After all, in 
recent years it has been rejected by many as nothing more 
than a collection of myths. And our modern educational 
system rejects the Bible as a basis for truth. So, who should 
we believe?

A best seller
Year in and year out, the Bible is the world’s best-selling 

book. Guinness World Records says: “Although it is impos-
sible to obtain exact figures, there is little doubt that the 

Bible is the world’s best-selling and most widely distributed 
book.” The Economist magazine estimated in 2007 that there 
are more than 100 million Bibles printed each year. George 
Barna, a well-known American researcher, reports that 92 
percent of American households have at least one Bible and 
most have two or three.

But popularity and a large volume of sales don’t make 
something true! How can you prove that the Bible is true? 

First of five proofs of the Bible
This is the first of five articles that will focus on five basic 

proofs of the Bible: archaeology, the Dead Sea Scrolls, secu-
lar history, fulfilled prophecy and the consistency of state-
ments found within the Bible. While books have been writ-
ten about each of these proofs, we hope this foundational 
information will help you prove the truth of the Bible to 
yourself.

Archaeology
Archaeology is defined as the “scientific study of material 

remains (as fossil relics, artifacts and monuments) of past 

A copy of the Siloam 
inscription found in 
Hezekiah's Tunnel on 
display in the Israel 
Museum

Is the Bible True?

ARCHAEOLOGY
The Bible claims to answer the big questions of life. How can we know it is 
accurate? Starting with this issue, we examine five proofs of the truth of the Bible.
By Jim Franks
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human life and activities” (merriam-webster.
com). Archaeology should either confirm the 
biblical record or refute it. 

Since archaeology is a science, it is 
intended to reflect fact and not conjecture. 
But like everything else, preconceived ideas, 
politics and personal agendas can get in the 
way. It is true that there are disputed facts 
between the Bible and archaeology, but there 
is a substantial and growing body of archae-
ological evidence supporting the biblical 
account that should not be ignored.

If archaeology can confirm the existence 
of major characters and verify major events 
as recorded in the Bible, then we have an 
objective proof of authenticity. There are 
archaeologists who reject the Bible and make 
the claim that many accounts recorded in 
Scripture never happened. These individuals 
are called minimalists and their position is 
that the biblical story must be read as fiction 
unless it can be confirmed by archaeology. 
Another group is referred to as maximalists 
and their position is just the opposite—the 
biblical story is more or less correct unless 
archaeologists prove that it is not. 

Let’s consider examples where the facts 
are agreed to by all sides. What do you know 
about Hezekiah’s tunnel, Jerusalem’s second 
wall and the death of the Assyrian King Sen-
nacherib? The stories that surround these 
events are fascinating and can be found in 
the books of 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles and Isaiah. 

Hezekiah’s dilemma
The Bible tells the story of Hezekiah, a 

king of Judah, and his conflict with Sen-
nacherib, a famous Assyrian king. This story 
is also confirmed in the minutest details by 
archaeology and history. 

Hezekiah was a godly king who was 
instrumental in removing idolatry from 
Judah (2 Kings 18:1-4). Early in his reign he 
witnessed the captivity of Israel (the north-
ern 10 tribes) at the hands of the Assyrian 

king, Sargon II (verses 9-12). Following this 
victory over Israel, the Assyrians forced the 
cities of Judah to pay tribute to avoid the 
same fate. 

Hezekiah’s decision to stop paying trib-
ute to the Assyrians resulted in a massive 
attack by King Sennacherib (verses 7, 13). 
This caused Hezekiah to change his mind. 
He decided to pay the Assyrians their tribute 
by taking gold and silver from his palace and 
from the temple. He even removed the gold 
from the temple doors to satisfy Sennach-
erib’s demand (verses 15-16). 

But it still wasn’t enough, and Sennach-
erib sent his armies to surround Jerusalem, 
demanding the surrender of the city. 

Fortifying Jerusalem with a second 
wall

In the midst of this crisis, Hezekiah 
offered up a heartfelt prayer to God (2 Kings 
19), and the prophet Isaiah told him that Sen-
nacherib would not succeed and that Jerusa-
lem would not fall at that time (verses 32-34). 

In preparation for Sennacherib’s invasion, 
Hezekiah had also fortified the city and built 
a second wall around the northeast portion 
of Jerusalem (also called the Broad Wall) that 
was quite massive. It was 20 feet wide and 
more than 10 feet high in places. This wall 
was to protect the city’s freshwater supply, as 
well as the Jews who, over time, had moved 
outside the main wall of the city (2 Chroni-
cles 32:1-5). 

But for many years modern maps of 
ancient Jerusalem did not show this second 
wall. It wasn’t until excavation began in Jeru-
salem after the 1967 Six-Day War that amaz-
ingly a second wall was discovered—exactly 
as the Bible recorded. 

Isaiah 22:9-11 tells us: “You also saw the 
damage to the city of David, that it was great; 
and you gathered together the waters of the 
lower pool. You numbered the houses of 
Jerusalem, and the houses you broke down 

“Himself I made a prisoner in 
Jerusalem, his royal residence, 
like a bird in a cage.”

-Sennacherib, regarding Hezekiah of Judah
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to fortify the wall. You also made a reservoir between the 
two walls.” 

And archaeology verifies these facts: Hezekiah built a 
reservoir and a tunnel at the only freshwater source for 
Jerusalem, the Gihon Spring. He also built a second wall to 
protect this source. And he tore down houses that were in 
the way and in one place actually built the wall through a 
house. The spring and reservoir were located “between the 
two walls.”

Hezekiah’s tunnel
Hezekiah constructed a tunnel to bring freshwater into 

Jerusalem in preparation for an invasion by the Assyrians. 
This is recorded in 2 Kings 20:20: “Now the rest of the acts 
of Hezekiah—all his might, and how he made a pool and a 
tunnel and brought water into the city—are they not writ-
ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?”

In 2 Chronicles 32:30 we read: “This same Hezekiah 
also stopped the water outlet of Upper Gihon, and brought 
the water by tunnel to the west side of the City of David.” 

The Bible says that Hezekiah diverted the water so that 
it would flow from the east to the west. Archaeology con-
firms that the water in Hezekiah’s tunnel flows from east 
to west. In fact, you can walk through the tunnel today 
and witness for yourself the direction of the water flow.

Sennacherib’s campaigns and death
The siege of Jerusalem and the Judean campaign of 

Sennacherib are recorded on three clay artifacts—known 
today as the Taylor Prism (after the name of its discoverer, 
Colonel R. Taylor), the Oriental Institute Prism and the 
Jerusalem Prism. 

On the six inscribed sides of the prism, King Sen-
nacherib recorded eight military campaigns undertaken 
against various peoples who refused to submit to Assyrian 
rule. The text records Sennacherib’s account of what hap-
pened in his military campaign against Judah. He records 
victories over 46 fortified cities, but does not mention Jeru-
salem among them. 

Hezekiah is identified by name as the king of Judah 
and is referred to as a prisoner in his own city. The text 
reads: “Himself I made a prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal 
residence, like a bird in a cage. I surrounded him with 
earthwork in order to molest those who were leaving his 
city’s gate.”

In 2 Chronicles 32:9 we find a record of Sennacherib 
conquering the city of Lachish, near Jerusalem. This vic-
tory is confirmed on a giant wall relief that was discovered 
in the ruins of ancient Nineveh. From there Sennacherib 
sent his army to surround Jerusalem, but the historical 
and archaeological records are deafeningly quiet as to 
what happened at Jerusalem.

There seems to be a good reason for this absence of 
information. Notice the account of what happened in 2 
Chronicles 32:21: “Then the Lord sent an angel who cut 
down every mighty man of valor, leader, and captain in 

the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned shame-
faced to his own land. And when he had gone into the tem-
ple of his god, some of his own offspring struck him down 
with the sword there.”

This defeat is not recorded by the Assyrians nor can it 
be confirmed by archaeology; but the death of Sennach-
erib is recorded; and it happened exactly as the Bible says. 
Assyrian records tell us that Sennacherib was attacked 
and killed by two of his sons while he was in the temple of 
Nisroch in 681 B.C. 

This happened almost 20 years after the siege of Jeru-
salem, and the Bible records it in 2 Kings 19:37, even nam-
ing the two sons who killed Sennacherib and a third son, 
Esarhaddon, who became king in his place. This is all con-
firmed in the annals of the Assyrian King Esarhaddon.

An archaeologist’s conclusion
One of the greatest Jewish archaeologists of the 20th 

century was Nelson Glueck (1900-1971), who even 
appeared on the cover of Time magazine in 1963. He wrote 
the following about the authenticity of Scripture when 
compared to archaeology: “It may be stated categorically 
that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a 
Biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have 
been made which confirm in clear outline or in exact 
detail historical statements in the Bible. And, by the same 
token, proper evaluation of biblical descriptions has often 
led to amazing discoveries” (Rivers in the Desert, 1960, p. 
31).

The story of Hezekiah’s tunnel and second wall, the 
Assyrian siege of Jerusalem and the death of King Sen-
nacherib are only a few of the scores of biblical accounts 
that have been confirmed by archaeology. While there 
are archaeologists who reject the Bible as authentic, the 
record of archaeology, taken as a whole, supports the bib-
lical text. 

More than 30 years ago, James Mann wrote the follow-
ing in an article for U.S. News and World Report: “A wave 
of archaeological discoveries is altering old ideas about 
the roots of Christianity and Judaism—affirming that the 
Bible is more historically accurate than many scholars 
thought” (“New Finds Cast Fresh Light on the Bible,” Aug. 
24, 1981).

So, if the Bible has an accurate historical record, might 
it also be correct in its answers to the big questions about 
life? There is much objective evidence to support a belief 
that the Bible is accurate and contains the answers to 
man’s most perplexing questions: Where did I come from? 
Who am I? And where am I going? 

In the next issue we will look into the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
arguably the greatest biblical discovery of our time, and 
see what they add to our question, “Is the Bible true?” 

For more about archaeological evidence for the accu-
racy of the Bible, see our LifeHopeandTruth.com arti-
cles “How Do We Know the Bible Is True?” and “Biblical 
Archaeology.” D

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/is-the-bible-true/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/is-the-bible-true/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true/biblical-archaeology/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/is-the-bible-true/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true/biblical-archaeology/
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Modern Christianity has evolved 
throughout the centuries and 
continues to adapt today. But did 
Jesus Christ intend the religion He 
founded to evolve?

By Erik Jones

Change

E v o l v e ?

ChristianityWas
Designed to

Photos: The apostle Paul, St. Jerome, Martin Luther/Wikimedia Commons; Joel Osteen/
FaithChurchStLouis/CC BY-NC-SA 2.0; Nadia Bolz-Weber/LutherSeminary/CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/faithchurchstlouis/8656237242/sizes/l
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/lutherseminary/
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W 
e live in a time 
of change. We 
have seen attacks 
terrorize the 

West, revolutions topple long-standing 
regimes and technologies change the 
way we communicate. 

And we are also witnessing changes 
in the world’s largest religion—Christi-
anity. 

Nominal Christianity is in a very 
fluid state of change. For example:

• The pope is reaching out to differ-
ent groups in a way, it seems, no 
pope has done before. The concil-
iatory positions of Pope Francis I 
have led people to describe him as 
“the people’s pope” and “a pope for 
everyone.” 

•  More and more denominations 
are endorsing and/or perform-
ing same-sex marriages or civil 
unions. 

•  Megachurches that have no firm 
doctrines, but mainly serve as 
social and community service 
hubs for attendees, have become 
popular. 

•  Many churches are changing their 
teaching of hell, transforming it 
into an ethereal “state of mind” of 
eternal separation from God’s love. 

Changing beliefs of individual 
Christians

Polls conducted in recent years 
by the Pew Research Center revealed 
some surprising results:

• 38 percent of American Christians 
polled say Jesus Christ definitely 
or probably will never return to 
earth. 

•  Only 33 percent of American 
Christians polled believe that the 
Bible is the Word of God and to be 
interpreted literally. 

•  65 percent of American Christians 
polled believe that there are mul-
tiple paths to eternal life. Among 
this group, 80 percent believe at 
least one non-Christian religion 
(such as Judaism or Islam) could 
lead to eternal life. 

Essentially, Christianity is heavily 
impacted by the social and cultural 
trends of today’s world.

Mainstream Christianity has clearly 
evolved within the last few decades!

The historical evolution of 
Christianity 

But the evolution of Christianity 
goes back much further! In fact, one 
of the most amazing stories of history 
is how Christianity evolved quite dra-
matically into a religion very different 
from the religion found in the Bible.

The New Testament documents the 
rise of that Church in the book of Acts 
and in the letters written by its leaders. 
The Bible reveals a Church very faith-
ful to the teachings of Jesus Christ—a 
Church that taught the law of God and 
shunned all forms of paganism (1 Cor-
inthians 7:19; Ephesians 5:11). 

The text of the New Testament 
closed around A.D. 90-95. By this time, 
the New Testament Church was greatly 
weakened from its dynamic beginning 
in Acts 2. Its members were scattered 
by persecution and most of its original 
leaders had died as martyrs. 

There are sparse records of Christi-
anity in the years immediately follow-
ing the deaths of the apostles. Church 
historian Jesse Lyman Hurlbut identi-
fied this era as “The Age of Shadows” 
because “for fifty years after St. Paul’s 
life a curtain hangs over the church, 
through which we strive vainly to look; 
and when at last it rises about 120 A.D. 
with the writings of the earliest church 

fathers, we find a church in many 
aspects very different from that in the 
days of St. Peter and St. Paul” (The Story 
of the Christian Church, 1970, p. 33). 

Yes, very different. 
The Christianity that began to 

emerge after A.D. 120 was nearly 
unrecognizable from the Church we 
read about in the Bible—having vastly 
different beliefs and practices. In fact, 
Christianity became divided into 
regional sects, teaching and practicing 
different versions of Christianity. 

This evolving Christianity only 
began to coalesce into a unified sys-
tem of belief and practice when, in A.D. 
313, the Roman Emperor Constantine 
issued the Edict of Milan, which gave 
the Roman version of Christianity legal 
status in the Roman Empire. Then 67 
years later, in A.D. 380, Emperor Theo-
dosius I declared this religion the offi-
cial state religion of Rome. This version 
of Christianity, wrote historian Charles 
Guignebert, had “already traveled very 
far from the ideas both of Jesus and of 
the Twelve” (The Early History of Chris-
tianity, 1927, p. 112). 

Notice another quote from Charles 
Guignebert: “In the third century it 
[Christianity] could meet and over-
come the entire pagan syncretism, 
because it had itself become a syncre-
tism in which all the fertile ideas and 
the essential rites of pagan religious-
ness were blended” (ibid., p. 116). 

Another historian, Ramsay Mac-
Mullen, wrote: “The triumph of the 
church was one not of obliteration [of 
non-Christian beliefs] but of widen-
ing embrace and assimilation” (Chris-
tianity and Paganism in the Fourth to 
Eighth Centuries, 1997, p. 159). 

Many of today’s commonly held 
doctrines and practices entered Chris-
tianity through this process of assimi-
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lation. Examples include Sunday as the weekly day of wor-
ship, holidays like Easter and Christmas, the Trinitarian 
explanation of God, the cross as a Christian symbol and 
the veneration of Mary and saints (in Roman Catholicism). 

Christianity has evolved; this is an undisputed histori-
cal fact. But did Jesus and the apostles design Christianity 
to morph and evolve?

Jesus Christ: founder of an evolving religion? 
Did Jesus intend for His teachings to evolve after His 

death? No.
Christ pointed His followers to the Word of God as their 

source for life and belief: “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4). In fact, Jesus taught that His way of life was 
to be based on adherence to the Commandments of God 
(Matthew 19:17). He said those laws were unchangeable and 
permanent (Matthew 5:17-19). He went so far as to say that 
those who practiced “lawlessness” are not His true followers 
(Matthew 7:23). 

His vision was that His followers would teach others to 
observe “all things that I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:20)—not change or add to His teachings!

Though He taught against the evolution of His teach-
ings, it is clear that Jesus knew that it would happen. One 
of His strongest warnings was that “many will come in My 
[Christ’s] name, saying ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive 
many” (Matthew 24:5). Jesus foresaw that others would later 
connect His name to an evolved form of Christianity and 
deceive many. 

But what about those men Jesus commissioned to lead 
His Church? Did they give Christianity a license to evolve? 

Paul: The founder of an evolved Christianity?
The apostle Paul was the most prominent writer in the 

New Testament. Many incorrectly believe that he was the 
first to change the teachings of Christianity—often calling 
him the founder of “Pauline Christianity.” However, a close 
reading of his books shows that everything He taught was 
consistent with the teachings of Christ. In fact, Paul stated 
plainly that his ministry was based on imitating and faith-
fully following Jesus (1 Corinthians 11:1; Ephesians 1:1). 

Just like Christ before him, the apostle Paul taught faith-
ful obedience to the 10 Commandments (Romans 7:12), 
faithfully observed the biblical Sabbath (Acts 13:42-44; 
17:2; 18:4) and kept the annual festivals found in Leviticus 
23 (1 Corinthians 5:7-8; 16:8; Acts 20:16; 27:9). 

In fact, far from licensing the evolution of Christianity, 
Paul strongly warned against it. He warned that a time was 

coming when “they will not endure sound doctrine, … and 
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned 
aside to fables” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). To counteract this, Paul 
urged Christians to hold “fast the faithful word” (Titus 1:9). 

Paul warned about people changing the true gospel 
(Galatians 1:6-9), doing away with God’s law (Romans 3:31; 
2 Thessalonians 2:7) and blending in paganism (2 Corin-
thians 6:14). 

Warnings from the other apostles
The other apostles also wrote strong warnings against 

any future evolution of Christianity. The apostle Peter 
taught that Christians “should follow His [Christ’s] steps” (1 
Peter 2:21). In his last epistle, Peter warned against the com-
ing of “destructive heresies” (2 Peter 2:1). Heretics would 
“promise them liberty” (2 Peter 2:19) and would “twist” the 
writings of the apostle Paul to create an evolved Christian-
ity (2 Peter 3:16). 

History proves that Peter’s warnings were not heeded 
by many, as mainstream Christianity almost unanimously 
teaches “liberty” from the law of God using Paul’s writings! 

The apostle John also warned God’s people against 
deception by encouraging them to “abide in [stay faithful 
to] the doctrine of Christ” (2 John 1:9). 

Jude wrote one of the most heartfelt warnings in the 
Bible against the evolution of Christianity: “I found it nec-
essary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” 
(Jude 1:3). 

Do you discern a pattern in all these warnings? 

Heeding the warnings today
These leaders of the early Christian Church saw that 

others were trying to change and add to the doctrines of 
Jesus Christ—creating a new, evolved version of Christian-
ity. They warned Christians to reject these changes and stay 
grounded and faithful to what had been taught by the Old 
Testament, Jesus Christ and the apostles (Ephesians 2:20).

Unfortunately, those warnings went unheeded by many, 
and an evolved form of Christianity arose that continues to 
be the dominant form of Christianity today—though now 
divided among many denominations.

If you take the Bible seriously, it’s time to heed the 
ancient warnings of Jesus Christ, Paul, Peter, John and Jude. 
It is time to study the Bible and learn what original Christi-
anity actually looked like. 

No, Christianity was not designed to evolve. Continue 
reading Discern to learn how you can practice the original, 
genuine Christianity of the first century today! D
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Relationships

What we say and why we say 
it has a huge impact on our 
relationships. Can telling the 
truth ever have bad results? Is it 
okay to lie for a good reason?
By Ralph Levy
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was the question asked in a recent TED 
conversation. The answers that came in 
were interesting. 

One replied, “In my opinion the 
basis for moral action is loosely speak-
ing to ‘maximize others’ well-being/
minimize the harm you do to others.’ 
A rule such as ‘never lie’ is thus in my 
opinion not in itself the basis for moral 
action, but rather almost always a direct 
consequence of trying to be moral in 
the first sense. Lying can in my view 
therefore sometimes be moral.” 

But can it really?
Another person quoted a religious 

figure who provided a more tradition-
alist conclusion: “It is a sin for someone 
to lie. When he lies for a good cause, i.e. 
to save someone else, this is half a sin, 
because the lie is for the benefit of his 
fellow man and not for himself. How-
ever it is also considered a sin; there-
fore, we should keep it in mind, and 
not fall into the habit of telling lies for 
insignificant things.”

So, is it okay to lie for a good cause? 
What does God say about lying and 
truth and our motives? 

God’s standard
The underlying motivation that God 

has and that He wants us to have is love 
(Matthew 22:37-40). Based on this, the 
apostle Paul provided an important 
standard for Christian communica-
tion. 

Speaking to the Church in Ephesus, 
he warned the Christians against being 
tossed about with winds of false teach-
ing. Instead, by “speaking the truth in 
love,” they would “grow up in all things 
into Him who is the head—Christ”—
who “causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 
4:14-16).

Speaking the truth in love, accord-
ing to the teaching of the Bible, helps 
combat false doctrine, promotes 
growth among Christians, and brings 
us closer to the perfect image of Christ. 

Many realize it’s possible to speak 
lies in hatred, but can one speak lies in 
love? Or, alternatively, can one speak 
truth without loving? Surprising as it 
might be to some, it’s possible to do all 
of these things—and to fall short of the 
standard God requires. Let’s see why. 

Speaking lies in hatred
Examples of this abound. Maybe the 

most infamous example is the untruth-
ful response of the serpent Satan in the 
Garden of Eden. God Himself had told 
Adam and Eve that if they ate of the 
forbidden tree, they would “surely die” 
(Genesis 2:17). 

Satan contradicted God with the 
first lie recorded in the pages of Scrip-
ture. He told our progenitors, “You will 
not surely die. For God knows that 
in the day you eat of it your eyes will 

be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). 

It was, in fact, a twisted untruth. 
They did take of the forbidden fruit, 
and their eyes were opened (verse 7). 
But the prerogative of deciding good 
and evil remained with the Creator, 
and death and disaster flowed from 
that decision. The Savior Jesus Christ 
would later say that the devil “does not 
stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 
speaks from his own resources, for he 
is a liar and the father of it” (John 8:44).

Long after the lie in the Garden of 
Eden, a true prophet had to stand up to 
a very large number of liars, who, like 
the devil, really didn’t care for those 
they claimed to love. The message of 
the false prophets of the time of Jere-
miah was: “‘Peace, peace!’ when there is 
no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11). 

The false prophets claimed to love 
the people of Judah; but had their love 
been real, they would have told them 
to change their ways and repent before 

“
Is it OK to lie for 
a good cause?”
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God. It was left to the prophet Jere-
miah, one who really loved God and 
the people, to give the tough message. 
He passionately preached that they 
needed to change their way of life. 

Lies in love?
Is it possible to claim we love some-

one and lie to them? Can falsity be 
sugar-coated and peddled as if it were 
truth? 

Consider for a moment a famous 
letter written by an 8-year-old girl to a 
newspaper back in 1897. The letter has 
become legendary. Virginia O’Hanlon 
had become troubled by what some of 
her young school friends were telling 
her. So she sat down and wrote a letter 
to the New York Sun newspaper, which 
prompted an editorial dated Sept. 21, 
1897.

The purpose of the editorial was 
to reassure a little girl concerning the 
existence of Santa Claus. Part of the 
editor’s response read as follows: “Yes, 
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generos-
ity and devotion exist, and you know 
that they abound and give to your life 
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How 
dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus. … There would be 
no childlike faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable this exis-
tence. We should have no enjoyment, 
except in sense and sight. The eternal 
light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished.” 

Lovely words, designed, no doubt, 
to make children happy! But true? Of 
course not. 

No doubt the author of this famous 
editorial would have claimed he acted 
in love. Yet is it really love if the claim 

is false? Not according to the Word of 
God. 

If we don’t tell children the truth 
about Santa Claus, will they believe 
what we say about Jesus Christ?

Truth without love?
Is it possible to tell the truth out 

of a wrong motivation? Yes, but such 
wrong motives lead to negative conse-
quences—sometimes to the target of the 
message, and always to the malevolent 
speaker.

In the New Testament the apostle 
Paul wrote from his miserable prison 
experience of those who preached at 
least part of the message of the true 
gospel, but out of the wrong motive. 
“Some indeed preach Christ even from 
envy and strife. … The former preach 
Christ from selfish ambition, not sin-
cerely, supposing to add affliction to 
my chains” (Philippians 1:15-16). Truth 
preached out of a wrong motive? It hap-
pened—and can happen. 

But don’t think those who preached 
for the wrong reason gained any favor 
from God for it! God judges the hearts.

More often people justify their gos-
sip and slander as truth—but it is truth 
used as a weapon and out of a wrong 
motive. The Bible strongly warns 
against gossip and revealing confiden-
tial information (Proverbs 11:13; 16:27).

Speak the truth in love!
This remains the “gold standard.” 

It’s what the Word of God requires, and 

nothing less will do. Truth given in a 
selfish spirit isn’t sufficient. Neither is 
falsity proclaimed out of a mistaken 
notion of love. 

Telling the truth in love can hurt. 
Sometimes we, like the true prophets, 
must say things that can be hard to 
take. But usually speaking the truth 
with love—with tact, with grace, with a 
humble attitude of esteeming the hear-
ers better than ourselves (Colossians 
4:6; Philippians 2:3)—will produce 
peace and stronger relationships.

When we are motivated by love—
genuine, godly concern for others—we 
choose our words carefully, thought-
fully. As Paul wrote, “Let no corrupt 
word proceed out of your mouth, but 
what is good for necessary edifica-
tion, that it may impart grace to the 
hearers” (Ephesians 4:29). We must 
choose words that edify—that build 
up, encourage and strengthen. “Speak-
ing the truth” doesn’t include making 
blunt, uninvited, tactless, critical com-
ments just because they are true.

Lies ultimately lead to betrayal; and 
truth ultimately leads to well-being, 
trust and cooperation. From God’s per-
spective, it is everything. “Therefore, 
putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you 
speak truth with his neighbor,’ for we 
are members of one another” (Ephe-
sians 4:25).

Speak the truth in love! Anything 
short of that is damaging to relation-
ships and is unacceptable to God.  D

When we are motivated 
by love—genuine, 
godly concern for 
others—we choose 
our words carefully, 
thoughtfully. 
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God

Wouldn’t it be great to know 
exactly what God wants us 
to do and how He wants us 
to serve? God’s will doesn’t 
have to be a mystery. Here 
are some practical ways to 

discover it.

WHAT IS

GOD’S WILL
By Mike Bennett

FOR YOU?

AVE YOU EVER FACED A CROSSROADS IN LIFE and wondered, like Paul on the road to Damascus, “Lord, 
what do You want me to do?”

We may wish we could receive a personal answer like Paul did. But the Bible shows God does not work 
that way with most people—nor does He generally strike people blind to get their attention! However, He does 
want us to know His will, His plan and specific things He wants us to do.

Let’s look at some of the ways we can discover God’s will for us individually. How does He want you and me 
to use the gifts He has given us?

But first we need the overview. What is the primary purpose for our lives? What is God’s great desire for all 
of us now and for eternity?

God’s will is revealed in the Bible
When you get down to it, God gave us the entire Bible to reveal His will. But let’s start by looking at a few 

summary scriptures that help us to get a glimpse of His awesome plan for us.
• Jesus said: “For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (Mat-

thew 12:50).
• “And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 

2:17).
• “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! … 

We know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who 
has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:1-3).

As amazing as it sounds, God’s will is for us to become like Him—to become His children! We encourage 
you to read these passages in your own Bible, to read the surrounding scriptures and the many others like 
them. (Our Life, Hope & Truth article “Purpose of Life” can help you explore this mind-boggling part of God’s 
will for you.)
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The best one to show us God’s will is—God! He wants 
us to pray for His help. He was pleased when Solomon 
asked Him for an “understanding heart” (1 Kings 3:9). He 
will also be happy when we trust in Him and ask Him to 
direct our paths (Proverbs 3:5-6).

1. Pray for God’s guidance.

We each currently have roles and responsibilities. For 
example, I am a son, husband, father, employee, citizen, 
member of the Church of God and minister. The Bible has 
much to say about each of these roles. By studying what 
God says about these responsibilities, we can put them 
into the right priority and take steps to fulfill God’s will 
in each area.

2. Write down your roles and study 
what God says about them.

3. Write down your gifts and study 
what God says about them.

The Bible also talks about individual talents and spiri-
tual gifts that God gives to each of us. Though they differ, 
God intends for us to use them to serve each other and 
build up His Church (1 Corinthians 12:4-8).

How can we know which gifts we have been given? 
After asking God for help to see them, we can ask our-
selves: What have I done well and enjoyed doing? What 
needs have I filled? What needs do I have the skills and 
abilities to fulfill? How do others describe me? (It can be 
helpful to ask family members and friends how they see 
you serving and what they suggest you volunteer to do.)

After writing down talents, skills and interests you 
could use to serve, take time to study those gifts in the 
Bible. How does God want them to be used? How does 
God not want them to be used? How can they be used 
most effectively? And, can we stay humble in God’s eyes 
and avoid the pride and vanity that Satan loves to pump 
into human minds?

With this awesome purpose in mind, what should we 
do? How do we align ourselves to God’s will? Consider 
these key scriptures that show what God expects and how 
He helps us think and act like Him.

• “What does the Lord your God require of you, but 
to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways 
and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the 
commandments of the Lord and His statutes which 
I command you today for your good?” (Deuteronomy 
10:12-13; see also Micah 6:8).

• “And do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God” (Romans 12:2).

The Holy Bible and God’s Holy Spirit are gifts from 
God to help us know and do His will so we can be trans-
formed to become like Him.

This is vitally important, and we have a number of 
resources to help you explore God’s will in much greater 
depth. We urge you to read “7 Ways to Please God,” “Fear 
of the Lord: What Does It Mean?” God’s 10 Command-
ments: Still Relevant Today and Change Your Life!

When God’s will conflicts with your will
Jesus Christ set the ultimate example of yielding to 

God’s will. When He faced His impending beating and 
crucifixion—trials that no human being would ever want 
to face—He prayed: “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup 
[of suffering] away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but 
Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

Whenever you discover that God’s plans differ from 
yours, can you put His will ahead of your own? When-
ever you find that what you want to do is wrong, can you 
yield to God’s will? That’s the mind of Christ!

Of course, some aspects of life are not so much ques-
tions of right or wrong as they are questions of wisdom 
and making the best choices. Sometimes more than one 
choice can be within God’s will.

What career should you choose? What job should you 
pursue? Who should you marry? Where should you live? 
God gives principles that can help us make good choices 
in dealing with these types of questions. See our article 
titled “Decision Making” for some helpful tips.

Discovering God’s will for you
We have looked at God’s overall will for humanity—

the wonderful purpose for our lives. Now let’s consider: 
What is God’s will for you, with your unique roles, talents, 
interests and background? 

God gives us gifts, He says, in order to build up His 
Church and for the “profit of all” (Ephesians 4:12, 16; 1 
Corinthians 12:7). He intends for us to take them and 
serve others.

How can you discover how God wants you to serve 
and use your gifts?

4. Look for needs.

Needs abound all around us—far more than any of us 
could fulfill. But as we give attention to the needs, we may 
come across some that our gifts, interests and resources 
are uniquely suited for. 
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Whenever you 
discover that God’s 
plans differ from 
yours, can you put 
His will ahead of 
your own? 

Our study of how God looks at 
our roles and our gifts can help 
us put the service opportunities 
into proper priority. In general, 
God expects us to serve Him first, 
family second, the Church third, 
and the rest of the world next 
(Matthew 6:33; 1 Timothy 5:8; 
Galatians 6:10). This is always a 
balancing act that takes us back 
to our knees, as well as to the 
next point.

5. Seek wise counsel.

If our personal study and sur-
vey of the opportunities around 

6. Serve!

7. Help others serve.

us leaves us still wondering what 
to do, why not seek wise coun-
sel from others who know us—
parents, grandparents, friends, 
mentors, ministers, etc. They can 
help us see gifts in ourselves and 
opportunities around us we may 
have missed. They can introduce 
us to people and perhaps even 
open doors to new pursuits.

Some people seem to just keep 
waiting for the perfect occasion 
before they give of themselves. 
Service often requires us to move 
outside our comfort zone to help 
others, learn new skills or grow 
in godly character traits like 
humility and patience.

No matter what our gifts are, it 
is God’s will that we all lovingly, 
diligently get in there and serve 
(1 Corinthians 12:10-13).

Once we have finally found 
our niche, we naturally take 
responsibility for it. We take own-

ership and joy in helping in that 
area. This is all good and right.

But even then it’s easy to 
become so focused on the spe-
cific job that we lose sight of one 
of God’s other goals for us. At 
some point He may want us to 
train others who have potential 
in the same area. He may want 
us to move on to other service 
opportunities or greater needs or 
where we can grow more. Being 
territorial—this is “my job and 
mine alone”—is not the way of 
God, who is continually training 
each of us to become more like 
Him.

So look for ways to help and 
develop others as well as your-
self. Be flexible, since sometimes 
God reveals His will by circum-
stances and by what is possible 
(1 Corinthians 16:7; James 4:15). 
Be willing to stretch—to hand 
over opportunities to others and  
learn something new outside 
your comfort zone.

There will be times, of course, 
when we just do not immediately 
know God’s will in a specific situ-
ation. But even those are growth 
times, where in our waiting we 
learn to trust Him to help us work 
through the challenges. They are 
the moments when we remem-
ber that all our Father allows is 
for our ultimate good (Romans 
8:28). When it is a spiritual trial, 
we learn to go into that test with 
this confidence: “Therefore let 
those who suffer according to the 
will of God commit their souls to 
Him in doing good, as to a faith-
ful Creator” (1 Peter 4:19).

Growing to become more like 
God is a continual process. It can 
be hard. But it will have amaz-
ing, eternal rewards!

And that is God’s will. D
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World InSight

B ritain is facing the biggest terrorism threat in its history, U.K. Home Secre-
tary Theresa May recently announced, with more than 40 major terror plots 
foiled since suicide bombers infamously struck London in 2005. 

In addition to plots to assassinate Queen Elizabeth and Prince Harry, 
there have been “attempts to conduct marauding ‘Mumbai-style’ gun attacks 

on our streets, blow up the London Stock Exchange, bring down airliners” (Indepen-
dent, Nov. 23, 2014). 

“Four or five plots have been stopped this year,” said Scotland Yard Chief Bernard 
Hogan-Howe, who detailed the escalating change in the frequency and seriousness of 
the plots and highlighted the worrying trend of militant lone wolf attacks (BBC News, 
Nov. 23, 2014).

Lone wolf attacks
The recent wave of lone wolf attacks, now dubbed “the new face of terrorism,” involves 

self-initiated attacks by individuals, with no demonstrable planning or coordination 
from a larger organization. Radicalized over the Internet to kill and terrorize citizens in 
their home countries, they leave no trail of clues as to their intentions.

The threat of homegrown terrorism has crept into several nations recently. 
•  In May Frenchman Mehdi Nemmouche returned home after 11 months fighting in 

Syria and promptly acted out his rage by shooting four people at a Jewish museum 
in Brussels. 

• In September Australian authorities thwarted a plot to commit random “demon-
stration beheadings” in Sydney. 

• In October Michael Zehaf-Bibeau shot and killed a Canadian soldier outside the 
National War Memorial in Ottawa and then stormed Parliament, firing as he went. 

•  In November two men carrying a gun, meat cleaver and ax terrorized a Jerusalem 

Barbaric terrorist 
groups and lone 

wolf terrorists now 
make headlines 

the world over. But 
is this new face of 
terrorism actually 

new—or eerily 
familiar?

By Neal Hogberg
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Abu Anwar al-Canadi (formerly 
known as John Maguire from 
Ottawa, Canada) threatens 
Canadians with fresh terror 
attacks in an ISIS-produced 
propaganda video
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synagogue, leaving four people dead and 
several more lying in a pool of blood.

While much of the recent terror activ-
ity has been in Europe, two different Pew 
Research polls tell us that more than six in 
10 Americans are anxious about the rise in 
Islamic extremism in the world, and 75 per-
cent of Americans agreed with the statement 
“occasional acts of terrorism in the U.S. will be 
part of life in the future.”

Their anxiety is not unwarranted. The lat-
est Global Terrorism Index, released by the 
Institute for Economics and Peace, reports 
that:

•  In 2013 alone, the world saw almost 
10,000 terrorist attacks, a dramatic 
44-percent increase from the previous 
year despite a sprawling global counter-
terrorism campaign.

• These terrorist attacks in 2013 resulted 
in nearly 18,000 deaths, a 61-percent 
increase from the previous year.

•  Although terrorism is globally distrib-
uted, resulting in deaths in 60 countries, 
it is also currently highly concentrated. 
Over 80 percent of incidents occurred 
in just five countries: Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Nigeria and Syria.

•  At least 13 countries have been identified 
as facing a greater risk of significant ter-
rorist activity in the coming years.

Trends in terrorism
One ominous trend over the past decade 

has been a shift from small nationalist and 
ethnic terrorist groups toward large groups 
with broad religious and political goals. Bur-
geoning and bloodthirsty regional terrorist 
organizations such as the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS), Boko Haram (Nigeria), al-
Shabaab (Somalia) and the Taliban (Afghani-
stan), have an outsize presence as they moti-
vate individuals living in distant Western 
societies to commit ever more violent terrorist 
acts of their own. 

With poster-boy-for-terror “Jihadi John” 
performing grisly executions of Western jour-
nalists and aid workers, ISIS (which refers to 
itself as the Islamic State) has garnered a lot 
of publicity. 

Born from an especially brutal al-Qaeda 
faction, ISIS has swelled from relative obscu-
rity to control and brutalize large swaths of 
Sunni-dominated Iraq and Syria. Led by the 
self-declared “Caliph” Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 
this ruthless group of more than 30,000 black-

clad jihadists includes roughly 15,000 foreign 
fighters, of which at least 2,000 are Western-
ers. 

Terrorism returns home
While it might initially appear to those in 

North America and Europe that jihadist ter-
ror organizations are at a comfortable dis-
tance away in Africa and the Middle East, the 
fact is, terrorism is never farther away than a 
plane ticket or click of the mouse.  

With an alarming 4,000 European Union 
citizens having answered the call to jihad 
in Syria, European leaders are now realiz-
ing that “radicalized local Muslims return-
ing from jihad in Syria and Iraq are a grave 
national security threat” (Sept. 28, 2014, Wall 
Street Journal).

The influx of European returnees is “so 
huge that it is almost impossible for the Euro-
pean security services to keep track of them 
all,” said Magnus Ranstorp, research director 
at the Center for Asymmetric Threat Studies 
at the Swedish National Defense College (Josh 
Cohen, “Europe Grapples With Its Home-
grown Jihadists,” The Weekly Standard, Aug. 
15, 2014).

Terrorists are taking advantage of the 
naïveté, weakness and lack of will in much 
of Western Europe, the United States, Can-
ada and Australia to spread jihadi ideology 
and set up networks of terror. Recent terrorist 
plots uncovered and thwarted in nearly every 
European nation have aimed to destroy cul-
tural heritage sites, such as the Louvre and 
the Eiffel Tower, and assassinate Pope Francis.

As one European counterterrorism offi-
cial told CNN, “The threat of attacks has never 
been greater—not at the time of 9/11, not after 
the war in Iraq—never” (Paul Cruickshank, 
“Europe Faces ‘Greatest Terror Threat Ever’ 
From Jihadists in Iraq and Syria,” CNN World, 
June 19, 2014).

While Western leaders, until recently, have 
downplayed the threat of terrorism outside of 
the Middle East, others have shown more per-
ception. 

Discerning the existential risk of terror-
ism, historian Paul Johnson somberly stated 
in a speech on terrorism he delivered 35 
years ago: “It is almost impossible to exag-
gerate the threat which terrorism holds for 
our civilization. … The threat of terrorism 
is not being contained; it is, on the contrary, 
increasing steadily. … Most people, I fear, 
tend to underestimate the sheer fragility of 

HOMEGROWN 
TERRORISM

ISIS poster boy “Jihadi 
John” is the alleged 
British national who 
performed the 
beheadings of captured 
Western journalists and 
aid workers.

Michael Zehaf-Bibeau 
shot and killed a Cana-
dian soldier outside the 
National War Memo-
rial in Ottawa and then 
stormed Parliament.

Tamerlan and 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
walk past marathon 
supporters just before 
their homemade bombs 
explode at the Boston 
Marathon finish line.

A troubling trend in 
terrorism has been 
the radicalization of 
young people to kill and 
terrorize citizens from 
their home countries 
in either lone wolf 
attacks or by joining 
brutal regional terrorist 
organizations.
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civilization. They do not appreciate that civilizations fall as 
well as rise.” 

The original face of terrorism
In a modern, civilized world, how could humans act 

in the brutally inhuman ways they do? What would drive 
people to such cruelty? We should not overlook a seldom-
discussed factor—the spiritual dimension. Terrorists’ behav-
ior today directly reflects the original architect of terror—
the true and unchanging face of terrorism—Satan the devil. 
Because terrorists mirror the same ideas, attitudes and strat-
egies of Satan himself, it is no surprise when strategies of 
negotiation or pacification turn out to be worthless.

Those along the pathway to radicalization and terrorism 
commonly share several traits. One starting point for ter-
rorists is an extreme sense of injustice, aggrievement and 
resentment for a perceived restriction or deprivation. Many 
feel their family, nation, ideology or brand of religion has 
suffered unfairly, and they must therefore strike back with 
vengeance and retaliation. This becomes a powerful and 
obsessive drive. 

In the Bible, Lucifer, the covering cherub at God’s throne 
(Ezekiel 28:14-17), also felt unfairly treated as he anticipated 
the creation of mankind. He knew that humans would be 
made lower than angels (Hebrews 2:7), but that they would 
have far greater potential, eventually even judging angels (1 
Corinthians 6:3).

Lucifer became Satan and is described as having an 
almost narcissistic rage. Since failing in his attempt to vio-
lently overthrow God in heaven (Isaiah 14:13-14), Satan is 
now said to walk the earth like an enraged and roaring lion, 
seeking whom he can destroy (1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:17). 

Jihadists harbor a similar obsessive and genocidal antip-
athy towards modernity, Western freedoms, Christianity, 
Judaism and women. For terrorists, demonstrating rage and 
gaining public interest and attention become a vicious cycle 
that requires an increasingly dramatic spiral of body counts 
and gore.

According to Gary LaFree, director of the Department 
of Homeland Security–funded START Global Terrorism 
Database, “Gone are the days when terrorist groups like the 
Irish Republican Army or Italy’s Red Brigade would try to 
keep casualties low by issuing warnings. If you’re a terrorist 
group now and you want to get your message out,” he said, 
“the more people you kill, the more ‘successful’ you’ll be.”

This “body bag scorecard” mentality has led world lead-
ers to identify nuclear terrorism as the No. 1 global security 
threat. With several terrorist groups actively seeking weap-
ons of mass destruction, the chilling prospect of the deto-
nation of a crude nuclear weapon or “dirty bomb” built by 
terrorists with materials stolen or purchased on the black 
market is staggering. The consequences to the global econ-
omy would dwarf the effects of 9/11.

Modern terrorists fight their wars as much on social 
media as they do on the ground, and they judge their suc-
cess by the amount of publicity they receive. Using Internet 

sharing sites and tweeting from the battlefield has become 
commonplace in order to reach a target audience of fertile 
minds hungry for dramatic, attention-riveting acts of vio-
lence.

“I cannot overstate it,” says Steve Stalinsky, executive 
director of the Middle East Media Research Institute. “At the 
heart of jihad worldwide, in Syria and Iraq, as well as what is 
happening now in Canada, U.S. and Europe, are American 
social media companies. … If it were not for them, recruit-
ment, fundraising and communication would not be what 
they are. … Every major designated terrorist organization is 
active on all of these accounts” (“Digital Seduction of Jihad,” 
National Post, Oct. 25, 2014).

In this light, the Bible describes our adversary, Satan, as 
“the prince of the power of the air who now works in the 
sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). He uses spiritual “air-
waves,” so to speak, to project his rebellious worldview.

Times of terror will be replaced by a time of peace
The Bible foretold, centuries in advance, the implications 

of the global terrorism we now experience and why it would 
be allowed to occur. The prophetic words of Scripture leap 
into perspective in vivid descriptions of these turbulent 
times. 

This age of terrorism may have been at the forefront in 
Isaiah’s prophecy about our present day: “Their feet run to 
evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood … wasting 
and destruction are in their paths. The way of peace they 
have not known, … they have made themselves crooked 
paths; whoever takes that way shall not know peace” (Isaiah 
59:7-8). 

Though God clearly hates wickedness and violence 
(Psalm 11:5), He has explained that there would be a choice 
of national blessings for obedience (Leviticus 26:3-12) or an 
intensifying array of punishments for despising His way 
(verses 14-39). 

“But if you do not obey Me, and do not observe all these 
commandments, and if you despise My statutes, or if your 
soul abhors My judgments, … I also will do this to you: I will 
even appoint terror over you, … which shall … cause sorrow 
of heart. … I will set My face against you, and you shall be 
defeated by your enemies. … And you shall flee when no one 
pursues you” (verses 14-17, emphasis added).

Those who watch and pray realize how much today’s world 
is filled with violence. But the good news is that a time is com-
ing—after a climax of war and terror—when Jesus Christ will 
return as the King of Kings. He will remove the true face of 
terror—Satan the devil—abolishing terror (Psalm 91:1-5) and 
establishing peace (Isaiah 2:1-4) in the coming Kingdom of 
God. D

Read more about this wonderful 
news in our free booklet.

Download The Mystery of the 
Kingdom at the Learning Center on 

LifeHopeandTruth.com.
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M
ost would agree that one of the basic 
elements of Christianity is prayer. 

But when you survey the wide variety 
of forms of Christianity, you find that 
there are many different practices and 

ideas about prayer. Consider: 
• Those who are Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox 

typically see prayer as the recitation of prewritten 
prayers. Roman Catholicism has hundreds of these 
prayers for people to recite in a variety of situations. 
For instance, there are specific prayers for Catholics 
to recite before and after meals, when dealing with 
depression, and in many other situations. Catholic and 
Orthodox traditions include the practice of praying to 
Mary, angels and saints as intercessors between God 
and man.

• In general, the Protestant world is less liturgical about 
prayers. There are many different forms of praying in 
Protestantism—from emotional prayers spoken from 
the pulpits of churches to prayer groups meeting 
together to pray about specific issues.

Though the way people pray varies within main-
stream Christianity, all major branches frequently pray 
“the Lord’s Prayer” found in Matthew 6:9-13. Catholics, 
Orthodox and Protestants will pray the Lord’s Prayer 
many times throughout their lives because they believe 
that Jesus instructed His followers to pray this prayer 
verbatim. 

But is this what Jesus Christ intended when He 
taught His disciples about prayer in the Sermon on the 
Mount? What did Jesus really teach about prayer?

CHRIST’S TEACHING
The Lord’s Prayer is found in the middle of Christ’s 

Sermon on the Mount—the heart and core of what 
genuine Christianity is all about. Christ broached 
the subject of prayer in a portion of the sermon that 

explains Christians should not flaunt their good deeds 
for everybody to see. He said that good deeds—giving 
to charitable causes, serving others, etc.—should be 
done “in secret” (Matthew 6:4). He didn’t mean that we 
should be embarrassed about doing good, but that our 
motivation should be to do good because we are trying 
to please God and do the right thing. Our motivation 
should not be for other people to see us!

After making that important point, Christ transitioned 
to the topic of prayer. He gave a number of points that 
are very important for all Christians to understand—and 
that contradict many of the practices found in Christian-
ity today.

PRAYER IS NOT FOR SHOW
Jesus applied the same principle He made about good 

works to prayer: “And when you pray, you shall not be 
like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may 
be seen by men” (verse 5). In other words, we shouldn’t use 
prayer to show off our spirituality to others.

PRAY IN PRIVATE
Instead of a public show, Jesus taught: “When you 

pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your 
door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly” 
(verse 6).

Instead of praying publicly to be seen by others, 
prayer is to be done primarily in private. There is an 
important reason for this. Prayer is designed as a means 
of communication to “draw near to God” (James 4:8)—to 
deepen our personal relationship with Him. In order to 
build a strong relationship with our Creator, we need to 
spend daily, concentrated time praying to Him privately, 
one-on-one. Jesus Christ didn’t just teach about this; it 
was a regular part of His life (Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35; 

People pray many different ways across the 
various denominations of Christianity. How do 

you pray? Let’s examine what Jesus Christ actually 
taught about prayer.

CHRIST
CHRISTIANITY

ri

STIA
VERSUS

Do You Pray the 
Way Jesus Taught?

By Erik Jones



jesus  Christ’s   
Model  Prayer
In Matthew 6:9-13, Jesus Christ gave 
an example prayer. This prayer is a 
general outline that teaches us the 
basics of how and what to pray.

“Hallowed be Your name.”

Give praise to God.
Hallow means to honor and hold in high 
respect and reverence. Acknowledge God’s 
authority and use prayer as a way to praise 
Him. Many of the Psalms are David’s prayers 
to God and can help us learn how to worship 
God in prayer. Psalms 111 and 113 are good 
examples of heartfelt praise to God. Pray for God’s Kingdom to be established on earth. 

God’s Kingdom coming to earth was at the heart of 
Christ’s message (Mark 1:14) and should be our central 
focus (Matthew 6:33). As we see a suffering world, we 
should be inspired to pray fervently that God’s will—His 
rule—will be established on earth to bring peace and end 
suffering.

“Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven.” 

“Our Father in heaven,”

Pray to the Father.
Prayer is to be directed to God the Father in heaven. The Father is 
the source of “every good gift” (James 1:17). We pray to the Father 
in the name of Jesus Christ—the only Mediator between God and 
man (Ephesians 5:20; 1 Timothy 2:5). 

Opening of 
Prayer

“Give us this day our 
daily bread.”

Faithfully rely on God to care for you.
God wants us to develop faith that He will 
“supply all [our] need” when we are unable to 
cope (Philippians 4:19). We demonstrate that 
faith by bringing our daily physical needs to 
God and trusting Him to provide for us after 
we have done our best (Matthew 7:7-11). 

Physical 
Needs

“And forgive 
us our 
debts,”

Spiritual  
Needs

Pray daily for forgiveness 
of sin. 
The wages of sin is death 
(Romans 6:23). Forgiveness 
comes through the blood 
of Jesus Christ. In order to 
be forgiven of the sins we 
commit daily, we “confess our 
sins” to God in prayer (1 John 
1:9) and then seek His help to 
overcome those sins (Luke 3:8; 
Ephesians 4:22). 

“And do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver 

us from the evil one.” 
Pray for spiritual strength and growth. 
Sin and Satan’s influence are constant dangers for 
Christians. We need to pray for God’s strength to 
battle sin (Ephesians 6:10-18) and to develop the very 
character of God (Matthew 5:48; Ephesians 4:13). 

spiritual growth

LifeHopeandTruth.com

Pray for the 

 Fulfillment of 

God’s Plan

“As we forgive  
our debtors.”

Relationships 
with others

Pray for better 
relationships with 
other people. 
God wants us to be 
at peace with others 
(Matthew 22:39). When 
those relationships are 
damaged, we should 
be quick to forgive and 
to ask God to help us 
behave in a way that 
leads to reconciliation 
(Matthew 5:24; 6:14-15). 

“For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. 

Amen.”
Kingdom and worship reinforced. 
Christ closed the model prayer by reinforcing 
the principle of praising God and focusing on His 
Kingdom. It seems a high percentage of our daily 
prayers should focus on these two important areas. 

closing of 
Prayer
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Luke 6:12). (Note that there are times when praying 
in public is appropriate, such as at a family meal, 
church service, wedding or a funeral.)

PRAY TO THE FATHER 
Jesus was very clear that our prayers are direct-

ed to God the Father: “Pray to your Father who is 
in the secret place” (Matthew 6:6). Now that Jesus 
Christ is in heaven as the Mediator between God 
and man, we pray “in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Ephesians 5:20; 1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus said 
we can ask the Father for anything in His name 
(John 14:13-14).

Though Christ was very clear, it is amazing how 
many churches pray in ways that directly contra-

dict this instruction. Prayers are not to be directed 
to angels, Mary or any saints! 

PRAY FROM THE HEART 
Jesus made another clear statement that is 

widely ignored: “And when you pray, do not use 
vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think 
that they will be heard for their many words” (Mat-
thew 6:7). Christ was referring to the pagan form of 
recitation and chanting prayers based on the idea 
that repeating a prayer will bring favor from God 
(or the gods). This form of repeating or chanting 
prewritten prayers is practiced extensively in the 
Catholic and Orthodox churches. 

God doesn’t want prewritten prayers to be 
repeated over and over. This does nothing to fulfill 
the basic purpose of prayer, which is to develop a 
close, personal relationship with God. 

If you do a study of the many prayers recorded 
in the Bible, you will notice that they are distinct, 
personal and heartfelt communication between 
the individual and God. Here are a few prayers that 
are helpful to study:

• 1 Samuel 1:11; 2:1-10: Hannah’s prayer requesting 
a child and her prayer of thanksgiving to God 

after He provided her a son named Samuel. 
• Psalm 51: David’s heartfelt prayer of repentance 

for his adultery with Bathsheba and his murder of 
Uriah the Hittite.

• 2 Kings 19:15-19: King Hezekiah’s prayer for God 
to deliver Judah from being conquered by As-
syria. 

To learn more about how to have real, meaning-
ful prayers to God, read the LifeHopeandTruth.com 
article “Prayer From the Heart.” 

JESUS CHRIST PROVIDES AN OUTLINE
Then Jesus got more specific. He said, “In this 

manner, therefore, pray” (Matthew 6:9). 
He then gave an example prayer that, sadly, 

has been misused by many in mainstream Chris-
tianity—in direct contradiction of His instruction 
in verse 7 to not use repetitious prayers! This is 
commonly called the “Lord’s Prayer” and is recited 
repetitively in many denominations.

But Christ did not give this prayer for us to re-
peat over and over.

So what was Christ teaching us in the so-called 
“Lord’s Prayer”? Essentially, Jesus was providing an 
outline to show the general structure and topics 
that should be included in our regular prayers to 
God. This outline would more accurately be called 
a model prayer.

Study the accompanying graphic to better 
understand what Christ was teaching through this 
example prayer.

God wants a deep, personal relationship with 
you. To build that relationship, you need to com-
municate with Him through prayer. In order for 
those prayers to be “effective” and “fervent” (James 
5:16), we must allow Jesus Christ to teach us how 
to pray and remove traditions that contradict what 
He taught!

To learn more about the Bible’s teachings on 
prayer, read “How to Talk to God.” D

In order to build a strong relationship with our 
Creator, we need to spend daily, concentrated time 
praying to Him privately, one-on-one.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/prayer-from-the-heart/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/how-to-talk-to-god/
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I ONCE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE AN 
audiovisual presentation to a church congregation in 
the Philippines. Using slides projected on a screen, I 
gave an overview of some of my work in the French-
speaking parts of the world, including how most people 
in poverty-stricken countries in Africa live.

After the presentation, several people thanked me 
and remarked that they had thought their lives were 
hard. They had thought they had the most difficult lives 
of any in our church family, but they now realized some 
people’s lives were much more difficult. 

They hadn’t known. They were looking at their lives 
in a new way, and they felt a new sense of thankfulness. 

Another perspective on blessings
This caused me to reflect on our human proclivity to 

take blessings for granted and focus instead on things 
we wish we had.

Traveling in what is optimistically called the “devel-
oping world” certainly gives another perspective on 
many blessings taken for granted in the “developed 
world.” 

Yet no matter where or how we live, we enjoy bless-
ings we would do well to remember and for which we 
should be thankful.

“I didn’t know I was happy”
One of the moist poignant experiences I had as a 

young pastor in eastern France was comforting a fam-
ily whose 15-year-old daughter had been killed by a 
drunk driver. I remember sitting in the living room of 
the old stone farmhouse with the bereaved parents. 

At one point, the father told me simply: “I didn’t 
know I was happy.” He was considering the blessing his 
daughter had been to them. Now in anguish, he real-
ized he’d taken his former happiness for granted.

Discontent vs. thankfulness
Our modern world increasingly pushes us not to 

focus on the good we have, but on things we don’t have 
and want. Politicians running for office assure us that 
we deserve more than we have and, if elected, they’ll 
see that we get it. Companies use slick advertising to 
tell us “we owe it to ourselves” to have whatever their 
new, improved product is. We’re manipulated not to be 
happy with what we have.

King David encouraged himself not to forget God’s 
blessings: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits” (Psalm 103:2). In the rest of that psalm, 
David went on to make a list—to count his blessings, as 
the saying goes.

In an alarming prophecy about the time just before 
the return of Christ, the apostle Paul told Timothy 
that one sign of that end time would be a general atti-
tude of thanklessness (2 Timothy 3:2). This mind-set 
already seems omnipresent in our modern world. Paul 
explained elsewhere that a main reason the world has 
become so full of evil and suffering is that humankind 
in general has not acknowledged or been thankful for 
God’s blessings (Romans 1:21).

Thankfulness should be a part of our every prayer. 
It stabilizes us spiritually to count our blessings—to 
remember them in detail. If we don’t, we can easily for-
get how happy we are.

Do you know?
–Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker  

In a world of discontentment, 
a change in perspective can 
open our eyes to our blessings. 
Thankfulness can help us 
realize how happy we are.

I Didn’t Know…

BY THE WAY with 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/fmsc/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


If God is all-powerful and all-good, 
why doesn’t He stop every war, 

murder and tragedy? 

Learn the answers from the Bible.
The Bible shows there is a time coming when God will put an end to 
evil and suffering. But why not now—and when will it be? Download 
the free booklet at the Learning Center on LifeHopeandTruth.com

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/why-does-god-allow-evil

