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“If
Various people get credit for 

this quote, but it’s the 18th-century 
French philosopher Voltaire who 
originated the notion.

Voltaire held some rather 
skewed views of God, but the holes 
he poked in many religious practices, especially those 
based on superstition, were often razor-sharp. Sacred 
cows did not escape his wit, nor was he bothered by 
alienating, as often happened, the pious traditionalists.

Making His religion in our image as well
Voltaire wasn’t the first to recognize that we’ve refash-

ioned God in our image. Long before, God said through 
the prophet Isaiah, “These people draw near with their 
mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have removed 
their hearts far from Me, and their fear toward Me is 
taught by the commandment of men” (Isaiah 29:13).

But along with wrong—even insulting—man-made 
ideas about God have come wrong, man-made ideas 
about worshipping Him. Dozens of doctrines and prac-
tices seen in churches today would be unrecognizable to 
the early apostles like Paul, Peter, James, John—and Jesus 
Himself. They, and others following, fought tirelessly 
against many teachings that eventually crept into and 
forever altered Christianity. 

As we are now nearing what most Western religions 
consider the holiest time of year, some of these are in the 
spotlight. Are today’s worship practices based on Scrip-
ture or invented by man? 

Institutionalizing religious fraud
God Himself instituted sacred commemorations to be 

annually observed in this season, and several articles in 
this issue focus on their deep, spiritual significance.

But we also take aim at one of the contrived ideas that 
wormed its way into religious tradition: Jesus being cru-

cified on Friday and rising on Easter 
Sunday. It’s unbiblical and illogical (try 
fitting three days and three nights into 
that time frame); it was never taught 
in the Church Jesus established; and 
it corrupted the true meaning of God’s 
holy days. 

Other practices with zero biblical 
authority—bunnies, eggs, hot cross 
buns, Lent, Ash Wednesday—also 
found their way into church practices 
over the centuries. How? Why? Very 
simply, powerful people knew that 
blending in pagan religious practices 

would attract more devotees. It was nothing less than 
institutionalizing religious fraud. Doing it in God’s name 
was sacrilege.

Strong words to those who genuinely hold dear their 
beliefs? Maybe, but we hope anyone reading Discern 
holds equally dear a desire for discovering truth. Such 
criticisms are aimed at practices, not people. 

Bottom line: Does it matter?
Frankly, if you could somehow observe the practices 

of people in the Church in the days of Paul, Peter, James, 
Jude and John, you probably wouldn’t recognize them. 
Worst of all, most of those men, and countless other faith-
ful people, gave their lives valiantly resisting changes 
that led to pagan practices becoming ingrained in con-
ventional Christianity. 

Can we shrug our shoulders at religious customs that 
once were heretical but now are entrenched? Does it mat-
ter to God if we recreate Him in our own image, or rein-
vent the Church Jesus established? Does God give us the 
authority to ignore the Bible and decide when and how 
we will worship Him based on the ideas of men?

Research tells you where these things came from. Dis-
cernment tells you whether or not it matters.

MAKING GOD IN OUR IMAGE

CONSIDER
THIS

If you could somehow observe the practices of people in the 
Church in the days of Paul, Peter, James, Jude and John,  

you probably wouldn’t recognize them.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

@CKilough

“If God made us in his 
image, we have returned him 
the favor.” 
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Why did the only being who 
has ever lived a perfect human 
life have to experience such 
a horrible death? An often-
overlooked festival of God helps us 
understand the deep significance 
of Christ’s crucifixion for our lives.

Why Jesus
Had to Die

By David Treybig
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housands of Jesus 
Christ ’s countrymen 
had crowded into Jeru-
salem for the Passover 
festival—one of the most 
important events of the 
year. Jesus had warned 
His disciples that He was 
going to Jerusalem to be 
killed; but not under-
standing or believing, 

they chided Him for saying something like that! 
Yet it was all happening just as He—and the Old 

Testament prophets—had predicted. The only truly 
innocent Man in history, Jesus the Christ, was falsely 
arrested, unjustly tried and sentenced to a horrific 
scourging and death. 

His blood, like that of the Passover lambs that 
symbolized His sacrifice, would be shed during this 
momentous festival.

A terrible death
The Roman soldier assigned to scourge Jesus before 

His crucifixion had to be extraordinarily callous. After 
all, viciously flogging someone with a leather whip 
entwined with chunks of metal and bone designed to 
rip open the victim’s flesh is simply heartless. His job 
wasn’t to actually kill the person. He was to torture, to 
inflict excruciating pain prior to the victim’s ultimate 
suffering—being nailed to a stake to die a slow death.

He knew the signs of a victim nearing death; so just 
short of killing Jesus, he stopped the scourging. Yet he 
had inflicted so much pain and trauma that Jesus was 
too weak to carry His wooden stake the entire way to 
“the Place of a Skull,” where He would spend His final 
agonizing hours nailed to the instrument of shame. So 
the soldiers compelled a surrogate—a Cyrenian named 
Simon—to carry the beam (compare John 19:16-17; 
Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26).

Crucifixion was a most shameful, humiliating and 
painful way to die. Shameful because it was generally 
reserved for the basest of people—slaves, criminals and 
enemies of the state. Humiliating because the person 
was stripped of his clothes to be scourged and some-

times crucified while naked. In Jesus’ case, the soldiers 
cast lots for His garments after nailing Him up (John 
19:23-24). 

This method of execution was excruciatingly pain-
ful—and purposefully so. Carried out in public, such a 
horrible death served as a powerful warning to others 
not to do what the condemned person had done.

Plan of salvation
As we reflect on the pain and suffering Jesus expe-

rienced, we may wonder, Couldn’t God have offered us 
the opportunity for salvation some other way? Couldn’t 
God have accomplished His plan without Jesus having 
to die?

Of course, He could. He could have designed His 
plan however He wished. Yet Scripture tells us that 
God’s plan of salvation—which included the death of 
His Son—was established “before time began” (2 Timo-
thy 1:9; Titus 1:2). The Lamb of God was “slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). God the 
Father and the One who came to earth as the Son of 

God designed Their plan of salvation from the very 
beginning. The death of Jesus Christ was not an after-
thought.

So, instead of trying to figure out a hypotheti-
cal plan in which Jesus didn’t have to die, a better 
approach to the question “Why did Christ have to die?” 
is to consider what we are supposed to learn from this 

Life
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God the Father and the One who 
came to earth as the Son of God 

designed Their plan of salvation 
from the very beginning. The 

death of Jesus Christ was not an 
afterthought.
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earthshaking event. After all, since God decided—and the 
One who became the Son of God agreed—that He would 
die through a horrendous execution, God must have vital 
truths in mind that should instruct and motivate us.

The consequence of sin
One truth we derive from Christ’s crucifixion is the 

enormous consequence of sin. Sin—breaking or disre-
garding God’s law (1 John 3:4)—exacts a terrible price. As 
Romans 6:23 succinctly notes, “The wages of sin is death.” 
And because every human sins (Romans 3:23), we all 
deserve death. 

If we are serious about our relationship with God, we 
must develop a deeply held abhorrence of sin! As the prov-
erb says, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs 
8:13, emphasis added throughout). The psalmist worded 
it: “You who love the Lord, hate evil!” (Psalm 97:10). 

Why such strong language?
Contrary to popular ideas about the inherent goodness 

of humanity, we don’t naturally hate evil! God’s Word says 
that “the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be” (Romans 
8:7). 

The truth is, we naturally tend to like some forms of sin. 
Sin can be attractive, alluring and often easier to do than 
obeying God’s law. It offers “passing pleasures” (Hebrews 
11:25). That’s why we have to learn to hate evil. In the end, 
if we don’t repent and turn from sin, it will bring eternal 
death. 

So what does Christ’s crucifixion have to do with our 
proclivity to sin? His death upon the cross pays the death 
penalty for each of us if we repent of our sins and commit 
to faithfully living as God commands. 

Under these circumstances, even though we deserve 
the death penalty, we are mercifully “redeemed” by “the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). God the Father “made Him 
[Jesus] who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 
5:21).

The crucifixion of the Son of God, with all its awful-
ness, helps us comprehend the horrible consequence of 
sin and appreciate the redemption we have “through His 
[Christ’s] blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace” (Ephesians 1:7). 

We marvel at God’s love, that He would give “His only 

begotten Son,” to be crucified for us (John 3:16). We stand in 
awe of Christ’s love, that He would willingly sacrifice Him-
self for us, even while we were sinners (Romans 5:8). 

Eternal life
The death of Jesus Christ makes it possible for us to 

be forgiven and have our death penalty removed, which 
opens the way for God to offer us the incredible gift of 
eternal life. While this is hard to grasp from a physical 
perspective, it is a sobering truth God wants us to learn 
and deeply appreciate. 

As Jesus neared the end of His life here on earth, He 
began explaining this profound concept to His followers. 
In John 6 we read of an occasion near the Sea of Galilee 
when Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 men plus women and 
children with two small fish and five barley loaves, which, 
understandably, caused many people to believe on Him. 

The next day, the crowds searched for Him until they 
found Him in Capernaum. Addressing them, Jesus said, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you 
saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were 
filled. Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the 
food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of 
Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal 
on Him” (John 6:26-27). 

Jesus then repeatedly referred to Himself as the “bread 
of life”—the One who would give His life so He could offer 
humanity eternal life. This teaching foreshadowed and 
helped explain the new symbols of bread and wine He 
would soon institute at the Passover service.

On another occasion not long before His crucifixion, 
Jesus resurrected His friend Lazarus from the grave. Just 
before performing this miracle He explained to Martha, 
the sister of Lazarus, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die” 
(John 11:25-26).

Jesus’ resurrection of Lazarus back to physical life 
impressively confirmed God’s power over death. But it 
was only a small-scale demonstration of what Jesus offers 
us if we wholeheartedly respond to Him. Instead of tem-
porary physical life, God offers us a resurrection to eter-
nal life! 

How Passover reminds us of these lessons
Jesus’ crucifixion was one of the most critical events in 

history! It made it possible for us to be forgiven of our sins 

We stand in awe of Christ’s love, that He would 
willingly sacrifice Himself for us, even while we 
were sinners. 
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and fulfill God’s purpose for creating us—to become eternal 
members of His family! It was so important that God com-
mands us to commemorate it annually, and He gave explicit 
instructions on how to observe this memorial, called the 
Passover. It was the first festival God commanded Israel to 
keep, then Jesus observed it in a new way with His disciples 
(Leviticus 23:5; Mark 14:14). 

In the Old Testament, God used this occasion—the 14th 
day of the first month on His calendar, the date of the Pass-
over in the Old Testament and the day Jesus was crucified—
to deliver the Israelites from bondage. God told the Israelites 
to mark their homes with the blood of a lamb, the sign that 
would protect them from the plague that killed the firstborn 
of Egypt.

This theme of deliverance carried over into the New Tes-
tament with even greater meaning (1 Corinthians 5:7). The 
New Testament Passover represents Christ’s death, which 
delivers us from sin and opens up to us the opportunity to 
live forever. 

In teaching His disciples how to observe this solemn occa-
sion, Jesus began by washing His disciples’ feet (John 13:1-10). 
Through this menial task Jesus exemplified humility, and He 
commands us to do the same: “For I have given you an exam-
ple, that you should do as I have done to you” (verse 15). 

Jesus then gave them unleavened bread to eat as a sym-
bol of His broken body and wine to drink as a symbol of His 
shed blood.

Explaining this teaching, Paul told the Corinthians: 
“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to 
you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is broken 
for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ In the same manner 
He also took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it [i.e., 
once a year], in remembrance of Me’” (1 Corinthians 11:23-
25).

Christians who continue to faithfully follow Jesus’ teach-
ing and the example of the New Testament Church will 
observe the Passover this year on April 13 after sundown. To 
learn more about the Passover and God’s other commanded 
assemblies, download our free booklet From Holidays to 
Holy Days: God’s Plan for You.

The Passover helps us reflect on these lessons we can 
learn from Christ’s crucifixion—the vital first step in God’s 
plan of salvation. Don’t neglect this often-overlooked Chris-
tian festival—or the awesome sacrifice it pictures for you, 
and all humanity! D

The death of Jesus Christ  was so important 
that God commands us to commemorate it 
annually, and He gave explicit instructions 
on how to observe this memorial, called 
the Passover. 
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Prophecy

A
FTER PULLING ONE MAN 
to safety, rescuers 
aboard the police heli-
copter rapidly lowered 
the life ring to the four 
remaining survivors 

clinging to the tail section of Air Flor-
ida Flight 90 in the frigid waters of the 
Potomac River. 

Now, 20 minutes after the crash, 
the survivors were near exhaustion 
and suffering the effects of severe 
hypothermia.

Yet the man who grabbed the life 
ring passed it on to another passenger.

And the next time the life ring 
came down, he gave it away again! 
And again!

“Weak from exertion, numb from 
cold, and no doubt battered by injury, 
[Arland] Williams was unable to 
defend himself when the tail section 

of the aircraft first shifted and then 
sank beneath the water’s rippling grey 
surface, dragging him down with it” 
(Oakland Ross, “The Case for Virtue,” 
The Toronto Star).

Mr. Williams, 46, gave his life Jan. 
13, 1982, to save other passengers—
probably complete strangers to him!

Saving enemies?
As amazing as Arland Williams’ 

story is, the sacrifice that Jesus Christ 
made is even more mind-boggling. 
Jesus loved us so much that He gave 
His life for us when we were His ene-
mies.

As the apostle Paul explained, “For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die; yet perhaps for a good man some-
one would even dare to die. 

“But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, having now been justi-
fied by His blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through Him. For if when 
we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life” (Romans 
5:7-10).

Through Jesus’ death, pictured by 
the New Testament Passover, we can 
be justified—meaning to have the sins 
removed that have separated us from 
God. But Paul said that is not the end 
of the story. More must be done—we 
must be saved by His life.

What does that mean? You may be 
surprised to discover that this vital 
spiritual truth is intimately connected 
with a biblical festival God instituted, 
but one that most churches have aban-
doned.

Saved by His Life
Jesus Christ gave His life for us. How should we respond? The 
answer can be found in the meaning of the second biblical 
festival of the year.
By Mike Bennett

Life
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Festival connection
After Jesus Christ died on the Pass-

over festival, what was on His disciples’ 
minds? Their countrymen were cel-
ebrating the annual Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread, and though the disciples 
were not feeling very festive after His 
death, they were observing that festival 
as well.

They knew God had instructed 
Israel to keep the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread just before He miraculously 
brought His people out of Egypt. A 
short time after Jesus’ death God would 
reveal to the early New Testament 

Church even deeper meaning and 
themes for that festival, showing the 
profound significance of being called 
out of “spiritual Egypt” and putting the 
“leavening of sin” out of our lives. 

These themes help answer two 
important questions: Since Christ died 
for us, what shall we do? What does it 
mean to be saved by His life?

Called out of slavery
Consider the setting in which God 

introduced the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread to Israel.

Imagine yourself a slave, forced 
into backbreaking labor in the blazing 
Egyptian sun. Imagine working under 
harsh taskmasters for decades. And 
imagine a ruler so evil he demanded 
the death of all the baby boys! That’s 
the reality the Israelites experienced.

In due time, God intervened. First 
He got the cruel pharaoh’s attention 
with a succession of plagues, but time 
after time the pharaoh took back his 

promises to let the Israelites go. The 
10th plague—the death of the Egyp-
tian firstborn on Passover—hit hard, 
though; and finally Pharaoh allowed 
them to leave. So God brought His peo-
ple out of slavery in Egypt during the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread.

God uses this theme of calling peo-
ple out of bad situations to symbolize 
coming out of sin. Examples are found 
from Genesis to Revelation (Genesis 
12:1; Exodus 6:6; Isaiah 52:1; Ezekiel 
20:34, 41; Acts 2:40; Revelation 18:2).

God’s leading His people out of 
Egypt reminds us that He is our Deliv-
erer and Rescuer from a world under 

the sway of the 
devil (1 John 5:19; 
Revelation 12:9).

But consider 
also this intrigu-
ing passage that 
explains God’s 
purpose:

“C ome out 
from among them 
and be separate, 
says the Lord. Do 
not touch what is 

unclean, and I will receive you. I will 
be a Father to you, and you shall be 
My sons and daughters, says the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:17-18).

God will be our Father—He wants us 
to be His children!

So after comprehending Christ’s 
sacrifice through the Passover, what 
should our response be? Should we 
not, like Israel, respond to His call and 
begin the journey out of sin?

Put out leaven
In addition to reflecting on the exo-

dus from Egypt, the disciples would 
have been thinking about God’s com-
mand to put out leaven from our homes 
and not to eat anything leavened dur-
ing the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

Since yeast takes time to grow 
within bread dough, the unleavened 
bread eaten at the Passover reminded 
them of the haste with which their 
ancestors had joyously left Egyptian 
slavery. But in the New Testament, the 

apostle Paul showed its deeper spiri-
tual meaning. 

He explained this in his letter to the 
mostly gentile congregation in Corinth, 
showing that the meaning of the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread is not just for Isra-
elites.

“Your glorying is not good. Do you 
not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump?” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Paul 
was correcting them for allowing a per-
son committing a despicable sexual 
sin to remain in the Church—and even 
being proud of themselves that they 
were so tolerant! Paul warned them 
that sin, like yeast in bread, will subtly 
but surely pervade the whole Church.

Paul continued to describe lessons 
the Church of God should draw from 
these festivals:

“Therefore purge out the old leaven, 
that you may be a new lump, since 
you truly are unleavened. For indeed 
Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for 
us. Therefore let us keep the feast, not 
with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness” (verses 7-8).

Leaven starts small and works 
unseen to permeate the whole lump 
of dough. It puffs up (verse 2)—an apt 
analogy of how pride gives us the pro-
verbial “big head.” And pride can be 
the mother of many sins, which Paul 
summarized with two words:

• Malice—evil thoughts and inten-
tions that can lead to …

• Wickedness—evil actions.

Jesus also compared leaven with 
hypocrisy and false teachings (Luke 
12:1; Matthew 16:11-12). 

Leaven represents all manner of sin, 
and the command to remove leaven 
from our homes and to avoid eating it 
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
is designed to teach us to remove all 
sin. Sin encompasses everything that 
goes against God’s will and His law. 
It is the antithesis of God’s thinking 
and produces suffering and death. It’s 
no wonder God hates sin and com-
mands us to overcome it, because these 
“works of the flesh” (Galatians 5:19-21) 
will keep sinners out of His wonderful 

We must learn to think as He thinks 
by studying the Bible, then live as He 
lived. This is an essential part of what 

it means to be saved by His life!
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Kingdom! (Read more about 
what sin is in our free down-
loadable booklet God’s 10 
Commandments.)

Paul went on, showing that, 
in addition to putting sin out, 
we must put something else 
in, something that changes us 
spiritually! 

Put on the new man
He described this change 

with several interrelated anal-
ogies. In Galatians 5 he con-
trasted the “works of the flesh” 
with the “fruit of the Spirit” 
that must grow in our lives: 
“Love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, self-con-
trol” (verses 21-22).

In other places he talked 
about putting to death the sin-
ful “old man” and replacing 
it with the godly “new man” 
(Romans 6:5-6; Colossians 3:8-
10; Galatians 2:20).

To have this new life in 
Christ, we must allow Him to 
live in us—fully submitting to 
obey Him. We must learn to 
think as He thinks by study-
ing the Bible, then live as He 
lived. This is an essential part 
of what it means to be saved by 
His life!

Paul also used the anal-
ogy of being freed from the 
slavery of sin as the Israelites 
were freed from the slavery of 
Egypt.

“And having been set free 
from sin, you became slaves 
of righteousness. … But now 
having been set free from sin, 
and having become slaves of 
God, you have your fruit to 
holiness, and the end, ever-
lasting life. For the wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:18, 
22-23).

And in the passage we 
looked at earlier, Paul told 
the Corinthians they should 
replace the leaven of sin with 
“the unleavened bread of sin-
cerity and truth” (1 Corinthi-
ans 5:8).

So as we observe this Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, we 
understand that God’s com-
mand to put out leaven and to 
eat unleavened bread instead 
symbolizes not only putting 
out sin, but putting in obedi-
ence to Him.

God’s plan
It didn’t take the disciples 

long to realize they—like the 
ancient Israelites—couldn’t do 
this on their own. They needed 
God’s help, which Jesus prom-
ised to give through the power 
of the Holy Spirit that would be 
given to them not many days 
later on the festival of Pentecost 
(John 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 2:1).

The Holy Spirit is the power 
of God that makes it possible 
for us to understand God’s 
great sacrifice, to repent, to 
become living sacrifices and 
to be renewed in our minds 
(Romans 12:1-2). The next 
holy day God instituted, the 
Feast of Pentecost, represents 
this step in His plan, and we 
will cover this in the next 
issue of Discern.

There is more for you to 
understand about how the 
lessons of the Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread (which will be 
April 15-21 this year) fit with 
the other vital steps in God’s 
plan. We encourage you to 
download our free booklet 
From Holidays to Holy Days: 
God’s Plan for You. D

Why does God hate sin?

Because sin destroys! It is 
the opposite of His will, His 
thoughts, His law, His way. 
It blocks the blessings that 
would come through obeying 
Him and instead brings auto-
matic penalties—curses—
that hurt His children and ulti-
mately leads to their death. 

But in His mercy God provided 
a way out of sin. He willingly 
gave His Son to pay our death 
penalty. When we repent, 
accept Christ’s sacrifice and are 
baptized, we become clean, 
justified, right with God—righ-
teous.

Then what? What if we sin 
again (as we all do)?

We must continue to repent (1 

John 1:9) and strive against sin, 
willingly becoming slaves of 
obedience, always seeking to 
do His will and live righteously.

We must commit ourselves 
to not repeating the spiritual 
crimes we have been par-
doned for.

After God grants us the awe-
some gift of forgiveness, can 
we do anything less than 
respond in gratitude and obe-
dience, committed to staying 
right with Him?

The Feast of Unleavened Bread 
pictures the death of the old 
man—our selfish nature—and 
putting on the new man com-
mitted to obeying God. This is 
made possible by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, pictured by the 
next festival, Pentecost.

How Do We Become Right 
With God?

Christian Festivals
Many believe New Testament 
teachings did away with the biblical 
festivals. But Jesus kept these days. 
Which Christian festivals did the 
early Church keep?

Click to download and learn 
more  about God’s holy days

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
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God

Had you stood in the crowd 
that day watching Jesus die, you 
would have heard Him utter 
seven astounding statements. 
Remarkable words, not only 
due to His duress, but because 
of the deep meaning they con-
veyed. And in these seven last 
statements of Christ we find 
a lasting example of how we 
must also think and live! 

Jesus was fulfilling the prophecy that He would make 
“intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). To whom 
was He speaking? In reality, all of us. As Peter explained 
weeks later, “all the house of Israel” crucified Christ (Acts 
2:36). Then Peter told everyone in the temple that they “killed 
the Prince of life” (Acts 3:15). Paul expanded the list of sin-
ners to every human being (Romans 3:23).

But Peter went on to say, “I know that you did it in igno-
rance, as did also your rulers” (Acts 3:17). So does God lower 
His standard of righteousness to our level of ignorance? No! 
Ignorance is not innocence, so Peter urged them to repent—
turn from the sins that Christ had to die for—and be forgiven.

Although because of sin we, too, were enemies of God, He 
never turned cold-hearted toward us, as Jesus’ words here so 
powerfully demonstrate. Can we, therefore, do anything less 
than strive to “love your enemies, bless those who curse you, 
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spite-
fully use you and persecute you” (Matthew 5:44)?

“Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what 
they do” (Luke 23:34).

1.

All of Christ’s teachings were powerful 
words of life. But His seven last 

sayings as He died for us are worthy 
of intense consideration. They should 

change our lives.
By Clyde Kilough

LAST SAYINGS 
OF JESUS7
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Two criminals, guilty and deserving of death, hung beside 
Jesus. Both had reviled Him (Matthew 27:40-44); but later, 
when one blasphemed Christ again, the other had a remark-
able change of heart and responded, “Do you not even fear 
God?” (Luke 23:40). Remembering that we face judgment 
before God, he confessed their just condemnation and Jesus’ 
innocence—“this Man has done nothing wrong” (verse 41). 

Even more extraordinary, he expressed faith that Christ 
would rule over God’s coming Kingdom—“Lord, remember 
me when You come into Your kingdom” (verse 42).

Jesus’ reply proved the truth of Hebrews 7:25: “He is also 
able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 

Contrary to common opinion, this verse doesn’t show the 
thief went to heaven that day. Read our article “Thief on the 
Cross: What Happened to Him?” for the true explanation.

Interestingly, as the crowd insulted, mocked and spat on 
Him, Jesus never replied. But when this remorseful criminal 
humbly sought mercy, He instantly responded with compas-
sion and assurance. This is God’s mind, God’s love. God stands 
ready to respond to the repentant.

Do we see ourselves in the words of this thief, mindful of 
our sin and need for God’s mercy? Do we likewise mercifully 
view others as Jesus saw this man—a potential son of God 
who, upon turning to God, will have the opportunity to be in 
His family and Kingdom?

“You will be with Me in 
Paradise” (Luke 23:43).

2.

Mary had seen more than her share of sorrow in her life with Jesus. Now, seeing her 
grown Son hated by people and forsaken by friends, she “stood by the cross of Jesus” 
(verse 25).

No doubt Simeon’s words to her when Jesus was a baby returned to mind: “This 
Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel … (yes, a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also)” (Luke 2:34-35).

Yet here was Jesus, intensely suffering, but thinking of the needs of the mother who 
had loved Him and making sure she’d be cared for by John. While much of the story 
of His last hours highlights His relationship with His Heavenly Father, this reveals the 
honor He felt for His human mother.

A few hours before, Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet, teaching them to humbly 
serve others. Likewise, while our spiritual relationship with God is our most impor-
tant commitment in life, we must never ignore the responsibilities we carry in our 
physical relationships. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” is the second great 
commandment (Matthew 22:39).

“Woman, behold your son!” (John 19:26-27).

“I thirst!”  
(John 19:28).

“Knowing that all things were now accomplished, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled,” Jesus said, “I 
thirst.” In His anguish Jesus remained clear-headed and 
aware that the prophecy of Psalm 69:21 still needed to be 
fulfilled: “For my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”

This again demonstrates His 
physical suffering (Hebrews 
2:17-18), and He therefore 
understands our hurting too. 

But thirsting, even more 
importantly, is also a spiri-
tual matter. “Whoever drinks 
of this water will thirst again,” 
He told the Samaritan woman, 
“but whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give him will 
never thirst. But the water that 
I shall give him will become in 
him a fountain of water spring-
ing up into everlasting life” 
(John 4:13-14; see also 7:38-39).

He walked in our shoes, so 
walk in His! Discover what He 
knew: “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness, for they shall be 
filled” (Matthew 5:6).

“Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?” that is, 
“My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?” 
(Matthew 27:46).

David once wrote, “I have not seen the righteous for-
saken” (Psalm 37:25). “Forsake” means to abandon or 
leave helpless. Being forsaken is a horrific experience, 
but to be forsaken by God would be the worst! 

3.

4.

5.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/thief-on-the-cross/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/thief-on-the-cross/
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“It is finished!”  
(John 19:30). 

What did He finish? Much! That day saw at 
least 25 messianic prophecies fulfilled, witness-
ing to the inspiration of God’s Word. At age 12, 
He had said, “I must be about My Father’s busi-
ness” (Luke 2:49); and now that work committed 
to Him was finished!

He was only minutes away from concluding 
His ultimate work in the flesh—offering Himself 
as our atoning sacrifice, His beaten body and 
shed blood paying for our sins. Jesus had never 
wavered from His destiny—the Lamb of God, 
“slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev-
elation 13:8). Now He had triumphed! “Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame” (Hebrews 12:2). 

Also finished was Satan’s fate! It was through 
Jesus’ death that “He might destroy him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 
2:14). Satan remains to be cast into the bottom-
less pit, but his time is coming. The Day of Atone-
ment, one of God’s holy days, explains how God 
will shut the door on Satan and open the door for 
humanity’s reconciliation with God.

What has God given you to finish? Can we be 
as dedicated as the One who endured to the end 
to complete His work for us?

Surely His Father had not forsaken Him! Later statements 
show Jesus knew His Father didn’t, but did momentarily leave 
Him helpless. Why?

First, Jesus was taking on Himself all the sins of human-
ity—“the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 
53:6)—and God would not intervene to ease anything associ-
ated with the penalty of sin. Sin causes suffering, and Christ 
bore its full weight, including the emotional trauma of com-
prehending how sin distances us from God! 

He had previously declared that “the Father has not left Me 
alone” (John 8:29). He had never experienced the aloneness 
that comes from being cut off from God, but now, bearing the 
sins of the world, He would. 

Have you ever felt alone, forsaken? Christ knows that feel-
ing, and He can give you the understanding and faith you 
need in such times!

Notice also, in asking, “Why have You forsaken Me?” He 
merely posed a question. Just because He felt forsaken, He 

would not forsake God. There was no accusing God, no ques-
tioning God’s love, no doubting His promises. It was, as some 
have noted, “a cry of distress, not of distrust.” 

Something else is noteworthy. Earlier that day religious 
leaders, clearly rejecting Him as their Savior, had taunted 
Jesus, going so far as to mock Him with words from Psalm 22, 
a messianic prophecy (Matthew 27:41-43). When Jesus later 
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me,” He, 
too, quoted Psalm 22—the same psalm His tormentors had 
used! 

Using this scripture back to them was His rebuttal that 
they were indeed crucifying the Messiah! He knew this psalm 
prophesied about Him; and though He anguished over being 
temporarily forsaken, He knew God would answer.

Let’s ask a question about ourselves, though: Has our 
Father ever asked of us, “My child, My child, why have you for-
saken Me?” We all, of course, have abandoned God through 
our sinfulness. Isn’t it time to stop?

What would Christ say to us now? 
We marvel at what our Savior endured in dying, and it’s even 

more remarkable knowing what He thought and said. God preserved 
these words—and all the words in His Bible—because as Christ pro-
claimed in John 6:63, “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life.” 

Considering that He gave His life for us, the least we can do is live 
our lives for Him, isn’t it? What He says to us now is no different from 
what He stated several years before His death: “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4). D

What would Christ say to us now? 

6.
“Father, ‘into Your hands I 
commit My spirit’” (Luke 23:46).

He who freely gave Himself into the hands of His executioners was 
now committing Himself into the hands of His Father. In life He had 
always submitted to His Father’s will, and now in death it would be no 
different. 

The forsaken feeling He’d experienced shortly before no longer 
remained. He knew God would answer His expectation, so, gasping 
His last breath, Jesus uttered His last words—words of complete faith. 

Exactly as predetermined, of course, three days later God brought 
Him back to life. 

Can we, likewise, put ourselves in God’s hands, not only when we 
die but, like Christ, in every day that we live?

7.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/day-of-atonement/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/day-of-atonement/
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Change

Hidden Treasure
Money may not buy happiness, but we’d all like to find 
hidden treasure! Yet are we looking in the right place? 

How do we discover what’s truly valuable in life?
By Dave Johnson

IT’S FASCINATING TO 
read about treasures, 
lost and found. Consider 
these stories.

Treasure found
In November of 1992, a farmer 

near Suffolk, England, lost a ham-
mer. He felt he had lost it some-
where in the fields of his farm; so 
after an unsuccessful search, he 
asked a friend who owned a metal 
detector for some help.

The search with the metal 
detector uncovered some silver 
tableware—and some ancient 
coins. So they notified the authori-
ties, and an archaeological team 
came in to excavate the site. 

When the excavation was 
complete, nearly 15,000 Roman 
coins from the fourth and fifth 
centuries had been recovered, 
along with silver tableware. The 
assessed value in 1993 was about 
1.75 million pounds (approxi-
mately $3.5 million)! The value in 
today’s currency would be consid-
erably more.

Treasure lost
The story of Jesse Lauriston 

Livermore has a far different 
outcome. Jesse Livermore was a 
financial trader and investor dur-
ing the early 20th century. He 
made most of his money by using 
a trading technique called “short 
selling.” Essentially, when a trader 
expects the market to go down, he 
can borrow shares and sell them 
while the price is high. He hopes 
that by the time he has to return 
the shares he will be able to pur-
chase them at a lower price so he 
can make a profit. 

Livermore made about $3 mil-
lion using this method during 
a market panic in 1907. This for-
tune, however, pales when com-
pared to the fortune he made dur-
ing the great market crash of 1929.

In the months leading up to the 
crash of October 1929, Livermore 
noticed market conditions he felt 
were similar to those in 1907. He 
began short selling stocks and 
continued to build on those mar-

ket positions. After the market 
crash was complete, Livermore 
was worth around $100 million. 
After accounting for inflation, that 
fortune would be worth much 
more than $1 billion in today’s 
dollars!

But by 1934, Jesse Livermore 
was bankrupt. We don’t know 
exactly how the fortune was lost, 
but we do know he continued to 
trade the market after 1929, and 
he suffered the second of two 
divorces in 1932. 

Livermore slipped into a clini-
cal depression from which he 
never recovered during the late 
1930s. On Nov. 28, 1940, at the age 
of 63, he committed suicide in a 
hotel room in New York City.

What about the rest of us?
Though stories of treasures 

found and fortunes lost aren’t that 
uncommon, most of us experi-
ence neither of those extremes 
during the course of our lives. But 
we all face decisions about what 
we will value in life. Perhaps we Ph
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are also sitting on a hidden treasure—
or in danger of losing one. 

When determining what is truly 
valuable in life, consider the relation-
ship between time and value. If some-
thing isn’t lasting, how valuable is it? 
Even if we manage to achieve or inherit 
a fortune in this lifetime, we can’t “take 
it with us,” as the saying goes. Any for-
tune, no matter how large, becomes 
worthless to its owner on the day of his 
or her death.

Time and treasure
Jesus Christ had some advice for 

those in His day about what makes 
something truly valuable: “Do not 
lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be also” 
(Matthew 6:19-21).

Jesus was describing the ways riches 
were acquired and measured in His 
day, as well as the ways those riches 
could commonly be lost.

Garments could be very valuable 
in those times, especially if they were 
acquired by trading and brought by 
ships from foreign lands. Garments, 
though, could be destroyed by moths. 
Valuables might also be represented 
by coins or precious metals. Those 
same coins and metals were subject 
to becoming corroded or defaced. It 
was common for treasure to be buried 
in fields or hidden in houses. In both 
cases, thieves could discover and carry 
away the treasure.

(What did Jesus Christ mean when 
He said “lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven”? Learn more about this in 
the articles on the Life, Hope & Truth 
website titled “What Is Heaven?” and 
“Do We Go to Heaven When We Die?”) 

Today, we have many other ways 
to acquire and measure wealth, along 
with several new ways to lose that 
wealth. But the basic principles remain 
the same.

The book of Hebrews gives simi-
lar advice about the enduring nature 
of true treasure. The author sought to 
encourage these early New Testament 
Christians who had experienced many 
trials. He wrote: “But recall the former 
days in which, after you were illumi-
nated, you endured a great struggle 
with sufferings: partly while you were 
made a spectacle both by reproaches 
and tribulations, and partly while 
you became companions of those who 
were so treated; for you had compas-
sion on me in my chains, and joyfully 
accepted the plundering of your goods, 
knowing that you have a better and an 
enduring possession for yourselves in 
heaven” (Hebrews 10:32-34).

Both of these biblical passages tell 
us that something truly valuable lasts 
beyond the human lifetime. Both state-
ments tell us that true treasure merits 
more of our time and effort than tem-
porary riches.

What is a real treasure worth?
Jesus had further words of wisdom 

concerning what true treasure—trea-
sure that lasts beyond a lifetime—is 
worth. Notice Matthew 13:44: “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found 
and hid; and for joy over it he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

The image again is of the practice of 
that time: burying treasure in a field. 
The treasure that is described here, 
though, is worth everything a person 
owns.

The parable that immediately fol-
lows contains the same message: 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant seeking beautiful 

pearls, who, when he had found one 
pearl of great price, went and sold all 
that he had and bought it” (Matthew 
13:45-46).

The “kingdom of heaven” is 
described as the real treasure—a trea-
sure worth more than we can possess 
in this lifetime. The analogy in the par-
ables is one of trading personal valu-
ables for lasting treasure. The lesson 
is that seeking the Kingdom of God 
should be the No. 1 priority in our lives 
(Matthew 6:33). 

What to do now?
All earthly treasure is fleeting in 

nature. If for no other reason, the lim-
itations of the human life span make 
it so. The ancient pharaohs of Egypt 
had their extensive wealth buried 
with them, but those treasures were 
either robbed or sent to museums. 
Man doesn’t have a way to indefinitely 
extend the human lifetime, and what 
will happen to our wealth after death 
remains the same. All earthly posses-
sions will cease to be ours when we die.

At the end of His lesson on earthly 
treasure, Jesus tells us how to live our 
lives with this in mind: “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also” (Matthew 6:21). Again, in the 
context of an analogy about treasure 
and wealth, He tells us to order our 
lives according to what our priorities 
should be.

Jesus Christ’s words deserve some 
careful introspection on our part. 

Where is your treasure? Where is 
your heart?

Our booklet The Mystery of the King-
dom can help you find, 
value and receive the 
eternal treasure. D

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/go-to-heaven/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/seek-ye-first-the-kingdom-of-god/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
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T
he popular narrative often shows 
a collapsed civilization! The planet 
has become a wasteland of crum-
bled buildings and motionless 
cars. Millions of bodies are scat-
tered about. Radios and televisions 
are silent. The power grid is gone, 
and all appears dark. 

But then, like Noah and his family stepping off the 
ark, a few survivors who took refuge in underground 
shelters slowly make their way to the surface to rebuild 
the earth. As they stumble through the smoke and rub-
ble, they begin to gather in small groups, searching for 
meaning in their now-shattered world.

Novels and films with such doomsday scenarios 
abound. When most people hear the word apocalypse, 
it engenders an immediate association with great dev-
astation on the earth that leaves only a remnant of sur-
vivors to carry on the human race. 

Stories about the end of the world have fascinated 
people throughout human history, and today science 
fiction movie theatrics can create the vivid imagery of 
nuclear explosions and leveled cities, catastrophic loss 
of human life and zombies roaming the streets in the 
aftermath.

While history shows that humanity in general has a 
penchant for bringing much suffering, the world is not 
destined to end this way. 

Please read on. 
Author Daniel Wojcik wrote, “Until recently, the 

end of the world has been interpreted as a meaning-
ful, transformative, and supernatural event, involving 
the annihilation and renewal of the earth by deities or 

divine forces. During the last half of the twentieth cen-
tury, however, widespread beliefs about a meaningless 
apocalypse have emerged and now compete with tra-
ditional religious apocalyptic worldviews” (End of the 
World as We Know It: Faith, Fatalism, and Apocalypse 
in America, 1999, p. 1). 

In other words, a more contemporary use of the word 
apocalypse describes meaningless mass destruction.

The age of potential annihilation
Over the past 60 years or so, interest in the end of 

the world has dramatically increased. But why such a 
fascination with the destruction of society? According 
to Wojcik, “The creation and proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, in particular, have fundamentally altered 
contemporary apocalyptic thought, fueling fears of 
global annihilation and evoking widespread fatalism 
about the future of humanity” (p. 1). 

The dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan, in August of 1945 helped promote 
the idea that civilization as we know it could end by an 
apocalyptic disaster. This fairly universal human con-
cern is one major reason for the popularity of apoca-
lyptic movies and novels. 

Added to that, scientific research is often drama-
tized by media portrayals of other risks to humankind. 
These include the gradual destruction of the environ-
ment, mega-storms, volcanic eruptions, solar storms, 
global ozone depletion, widespread famine and incur-
able strains of diseases.

These are real concerns, but they also help feed 
fatalistic fears that the world might end by one or more 
of these causes. In a 2012 Ipsos poll conducted in 21 

Prophecy

Why do most people associate the word 
apocalypse with end-of-the-world events? 
What does the word really mean in relation 
to biblical prophecy?
By Chris Moen

apocAlypse!
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countries and involving 16,000 adults, 
one in seven (14 percent) agreed with 
the statement “the world will come 
to an end during my lifetime.” In the 
United States, one in five (22 percent) 
agreed to this statement. 

While there are many potential 
global hazards, the world is not des-
tined to end this way. 

Fascination with biblical disaster
In the United States interest in 

apocalyptic themes in Bible prophecy 
is integral to the worldviews of many 
evangelical Christians. Such wide-
spread interest in apocalyptic disas-
ters in recent decades is indicated by 
the success of best-selling books on the 
subject.

Wojcik holds up Hal Lindsey’s 1970 
book The Late Great Planet Earth as an 
example of works appealing to those 
interested in biblical end-time proph-
ecies (p. 37). It became the largest-sell-
ing American nonfiction book of that 
decade (New York Times Book Review, 
April 6, 1980, p. 27). By 1991 more than 
28 million copies of the book had been 
sold (Los Angeles Times, Feb. 23, 1991). 

Apocalypse simply means  
revelation

Though the word apocalypse has 
come to have doomsday overtones, it’s 

interesting to note what it originally 
meant. According to Dictionary.com, 
the English word apocalypse comes 
from the Greek word apokálypsis, 
which simply means “revelation,” and 
is equivalent to apokalýptein, meaning 
“to uncover, reveal.” In religious con-
texts it is usually a disclosure of some-
thing hidden, like knowledge or under-
standing. 

In the Bible the Greek word 
apokálypsis refers to the book of Rev-
elation, which was given to the apostle 
John. The book of Revelation is Jesus 
Christ’s unveiling of events to His ser-
vants (Revelation 1:1). What is revealed 
is a series of major events that lead to 
the end of this present age, including 
Christ’s return to the earth.

What will happen to planet 
earth?

The Bible is the only absolutely 
reliable source for learning the fate 
of planet earth. Within this divinely 
inspired book, God reveals His plan 
for humanity through His servants, 
the prophets (Amos 3:7). God has 
given an outline in the Scriptures 
of troubles that will intensify in the 
end times because of the increase of 
many evils in societies around the 
globe (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Revelation 

6:1-7). To understand what is proph-
esied, see our article on this subject: 
“Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse: 
What Are They?”

Bible prophecy reveals that human-
kind will come to the very brink of self-
destruction. At that point, Jesus Christ 
will return to put a stop to humanity 
destroying itself (Matthew 24:22).

The world will not end with some 
cataclysmic, apocalyptic event, leav-
ing just a few human beings wander-
ing aimlessly in a struggle for survival 
without law and order. Thankfully, this 
is not the final outcome that God has in 
store for planet earth! 

When Jesus Christ returns to 
earth, He will forcefully put down all 
opposition and establish the King-
dom of God. This will be the start of 
1,000 years of global peace, prosper-
ity and abundance. This Millennium 
of joyous, meaningful existence is 
a stark contrast to the apocalyp-
tic scenarios imagined by many 
today. While there are difficult times 
ahead, God tells us the future is very 
bright!

To learn more about what is proph-
esied to occur at the end of this age, 
please see the section on end-time 
prophecy on the Life, Hope & Truth 
website. D

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/four-horsemen-of-the-apocalypse/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/four-horsemen-of-the-apocalypse/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/1000-years-millennium/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/
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M

Relationships

My grandparents didn’t leave me much of an 
inheritance; they didn’t have much to give. But every 
now and then I open a small plastic bag from a box in 
my office and examine a few rare coins—old silver dol-
lars Grandpa used to give me, one every birthday. 

The 1922 Peace Dollar, I found out recently, might be 
worth as much as $25 … but I’ll never sell it. The memo-
ries that coin evokes are worth far more than that—they 
are priceless. It’s amazing how many warm remem-
brances of a grandfather’s influence a little round piece 
of metal can evoke more than 50 years later.

All of my grandparents have been gone for decades, 
and they died without many physical goods to leave to 
their children and grandchildren. But they all left an 
inheritance of better things, possessions that I hope to 
pass on to my grandchildren.

The greatest inheritances
“A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s 

children,” Solomon told his son (Proverbs 13:22). Inter-

estingly, grandparenting is one of the few stations in 
life where the playing field is level. That is, the poor and 
prosperous alike can pass on the greatest inheritances 
of all—wisdom, love, encouragement, memories and 
lessons learned.

“Grandparents should play the same role in the 
family as an elder statesman can in the government 
of a country,” is the way British author Erin Pizzey 
describes it. “They have the experience and knowl-
edge that comes from surviving a great many years of 
life’s battles and the wisdom, hopefully, to recognise 
how their grandchildren can benefit from this” (Geoff 
Dench, ed., Grandmothers: The Changing Culture, p. 
6). 

A grandparent’s influence
Grandparents are in a stage of life that a child’s par-

ents have not yet experienced, and it enables them to 
contribute in unique ways to a child’s development. Life 
usually slows down a little more for grandparents, and 

Leaving a 
Legacy for Your 
Grandchildren

What is the best 
inheritance 

grandparents can 
bestow on their 

grandchildren? It’s 
something that takes 
some planning and 
work, but leaves a 

tremendous legacy 
grandchildren will 

cherish.

By Clyde Kilough
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they’ve had more time to process life itself. God intended it 
to be that way and instructs grandparents to fill a special 
role in influencing the young ones. 

Moses talked to the Israelites about this: “Take heed to 
yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the 
things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your 
heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your chil-
dren and your grandchildren” (Deuteronomy 4:9). 

While the primary influence on a child is to be the par-
ents, this first- and third-generation relationship offers a dif-
ferent level of teaching that can greatly supplement—with-
out supplanting—the parents’ responsibilities.

A beautiful picture
Genesis 50:23 paints a beautiful picture of grandparent-

ing: “The children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were also 
brought up on Joseph’s knees.” Grandpa Joseph probably 
knew full well what columnist Doug Larson meant when he 
wrote, “Few things are more delightful than grandchildren 
fighting over your lap!” 

But Grandpa Joseph no doubt used these times as teach-
able moments to tell the family stories that fixed his grand-
children’s and great-grandchildren’s minds on their special 
heritage—past and future. As the old adage goes, grandchil-
dren are a grandparent’s link to the future, and grandpar-
ents are the child’s link to the past. Grandparents should 
be the best family historians, connecting children to their 
roots and nurturing family traditions that are important for 
building a child’s sense of stability.

What can you pass on?
So what can you pass on to your grandchildren? As you 

would plan to leave a physical inheritance, you have to plan 
and prepare to pass on your experience, knowledge and wis-

dom. Consider these six core areas of child developmental 
needs as a starting place:

1. God’s way of life.
2. Character development.
3. Emotional maturity.
4. Relationship skills.
5. Responsibility.
6. Physical skills.

These life skills do not come naturally to a child—they 
are a product of the Proverbs 22:6 admonition, “Train up 
a child in the way he should go.” After four to six decades, 
grandparents have learned a lot about the way life should 
work best—the way they should go! Grandparents’ lives are 
treasure chests of knowledge in each of those areas, full of 
lessons learned that, when passed on effectively, mold and 
shape grandchildren. 

The grandparent challenge is to compile the things 
you’ve gone through and learned in these six areas of life 
and then figure out age-appropriate ways to pass them on 
to your grandchildren. It’s these family narratives and per-
sonal experiences you pass on—the teaching opportunities 
you create and the love you build in doing so—that they will 
treasure more than anything else. 

Grandparents who see their role as a responsibility and 
work to do it well will quickly realize the truth of Proverbs 
17:6: “Children’s children are the crown of old men.” They 
will find great reward in the unique type of delight, fulfill-
ment and companionship that grandchildren offer. 

Bequeath to them a legacy—prepare for them the inheri-
tance of a priceless relationship with you. Decades later, after 
they are grown and long after you are gone, they will con-
tinue to draw from your treasury everlasting memories of 
love, inspiration, direction, encouragement and wisdom. D

It’s the family 
narratives and personal 
experiences you 
pass on, the teaching 
opportunities you 
create—and the love you 
build in doing so—that 
they will treasure more 
than anything else. 
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RWANDA
Prophecy

aApril 7, 2014, will mark the 20th anniversary of the start of the Rwandan geno-
cide, one of the cruelest and most horrendous periods in a particularly horren-
dous century. 

In the same league as Hitler’s Final Solution, Stalin’s purges and Mao’s Cul-
tural Revolution, the 100-day Rwandan butchery obliterated somewhere 
between 600,000 and 1,000,000 men, women and children. They were mur-
dered by their neighbors and fellow citizens—often in ways so barbarous they 
defy imagination. 

The entire population of the small country was less than 8 million at the time. 
One out of every seven or eight Rwandans was slaughtered with machetes, nail-
studded clubs and the like. 

On Jan. 7 this year a series of remembrance events, called Kwibuka20 
(Remember 20), began at the Kigali Genocide Memorial Centre with the lighting 
of a memorial flame, similar to an Olympic torch, which will be carried through-
out the country to encourage reflection and discussion of the past and the future. 

These preparatory events will culminate April 7, with the start of a national 
week of mourning. July 4 is celebrated as Liberation Day, marking the time the 
perpetrators were chased from Rwanda and the killing finally ceased.

Origins of a genocide
The seeds of these events go back to the precolonial period. There were two 

main tribal groups: the Hutu (85 percent) and the Tutsi (about 14 percent). 
The king of Rwanda and his chiefs were Tutsi and reigned over a feudal sys-

tem where pastoral Hutus owed allegiance to overlords. Some experts believe 
there was a physical tribal difference between the two; others feel it was only an 
economic and social difference. 

Both the German and Belgian colonial regimes governed through the Rwan-
dan monarchy, keeping the Tutsi aristocracy in place. In the mid-1930s Belgium 
instituted identity cards categorizing Rwandans as Tutsi, Hutu or Twa. While it 

YEARS 
LATER20

Perhaps a million were brutally murdered 
in the genocide in Rwanda. How did it 

happen? How could it happen? What will 
it take to prevent such horrors from ever 

happening again?
By Joel Meeker
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had previously been possible for wealthy Hutus to become Tutsis, 
the identity cards locked the classes in place, which led to rising 
tensions.

Following World War II, independence movements swept the 
colonies in Africa. The Tutsi leaders felt power should be handed 
to them upon independence; the majority Hutus, led by the Hutu 
Power movement, felt they should rule. The Belgians finally 
deposed the Tutsi king and established an independent Hutu 
republic in 1962. 

Between 100,000 and 200,000 Tutsis fled to exile in neighbor-
ing countries due to rising violence against the minority tribe. A 
small rebel army, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), formed in 
the late 1980s and made incursions from the north. Neighbor-
ing Tanzania organized peace talks with Western support; and 
in 1993 the Arusha peace accords were signed by both Hutu and 
Tutsi leaders. The peace accords called for a broad-based govern-
ment that would include several parties, including the RPF.

Meanwhile Hutu Power officials in the government had, for 
several years, been importing and stockpiling weapons of all 
kinds, especially machetes, which were cheaper and simpler to 
use than firearms. Radio stations (key communication tools in 
a largely illiterate country) incited hatred and contempt toward 
Tutsis, often referring to them as cockroaches and calling for their 
destruction—all in preparation for a carefully planned genocide.

On April 6, 1994, a plane carrying Hutu President Juvénal 
Habyarimana of Rwanda and Cyprien Ntaryamira, the Hutu 
president of Burundi, was shot down on approach into the Rwan-
dan capital. The cause of the attack is disputed, but many believe 
that Hutu Power leaders planning the genocide had the plane shot 

FROM HORROR TO HOPE 
Unburied bones on display at memorial centers 

across Rwanda tell a tale of horrific brutality; 
family snapshots of children not spared in the 
genocide are displayed at the Kigali Memorial 

Centre; a new generation of Rwandans raise their 
hands to answer their teacher’s questions
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down as a pretext to start the killing. In 
any case, the violence quickly began 
the next day. 

Thus began a dark and bloody time. 
Torture, rape, mutilation and mur-
der became the rule. When it ended, 
an estimated 85 percent of the Tutsi 
population, as well as many moderate 
Hutus, had been slaughtered.

A difficult recovery
Massacres of this magnitude cause 

great disruption and difficulty long 
after they have ended.

When the killing stopped, the coun-
try was in shambles. Most everything 
of value had been looted; retreat-
ing troops took everything they 
could carry. The infrastructure was 
destroyed. 

There were thousands of mostly 
young men in makeshift prisons all 
over rural Rwanda. One of the tactics 
of the Interahamwe, the Hutu Power 
militia, was to coerce as many Hutus 
as they could to participate in the kill-
ings. Some participated voluntarily 
under the influence of stifling propa-
ganda. Others were given the devil’s 
choice: “You kill her or we kill you!” 
This meant that there were hundreds 
of thousands of men who had commit-
ted or abetted murder. 

The justice system was understaffed, 
underequipped and overwhelmed. 
What to do with so many prisoners? 
How to reestablish trust and any sem-

blance of civility after 
such crushing and 
terrifying suffering?

An imperfect solu-
tion was found in 
the ongoing Gacaca 
(pronounced ga-
CHA-cha) courts, a 
Rwandan version of 
the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commis-
sion used in South 
Africa. In local courts, 
presided over by spe-
cially elected Gacaca 
judges, the accused 
faced their accusers 
and either confessed 
guilt or maintained 
their innocence. Kill-
ers who confessed, 

apologized to victims’ families and 
showed where the bodies were bur-
ied were given reduced sentences and 
allowed to participate in work-release 
programs. 

This was not entirely satisfactory to 
the families of many victims, but there 
was no other practical procedure to fol-
low. Trust is still being reestablished in 
Rwanda, and more time and work is 
needed. Commemorations like those 
centered on this year’s anniversary, 
and the national attention they incite, 
can be helpful in bringing healing to 
a nation.

But an important question must be 
asked.

How can such things happen?
Looking at the Rwandan genocide, 

we must face the most disturbing and 
dark side of the human soul. What 
can elicit such barbarity? When con-
templating great geopolitical catastro-
phes like war, revolution or genocide—
the murder of an entire people—it is 
tempting to believe the causes must be 
incredibly complex, beyond the grasp 
of nonexperts. Recognized authorities 
often call for a nuanced understanding 
of causes that are anything but simple. 

But the Bible says otherwise.
The apostle James asked the question 

nearly 2,000 years ago: “Where do wars 
and fights come from among you?” The 
answer might surprise you: “Do they 
not come from your desires for pleasure 

that war in your members? You lust 
and do not have. You murder and covet 
and cannot obtain. You fight and war. 
Yet you do not have because you do not 
ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask amiss, that you may spend it on 
your pleasures” (James 4:1-3).

The Greek words translated wars 
and fights in that passage mean just 
that—wars between nations. But they 
can apply to any strife between human 
beings. According to the Bible, then, 
the cause of war, fighting and murder, 
whether concerning two people or two 
peoples, is the same: a lust for pleasure 
and coveting something that belongs 
to another. 

It all begins in the mind with self-
centered thinking. 

Needed: a change of heart
Human nature has not changed 

since the time James wrote his epistle. 
The temptation to carelessly disregard 
or even hate others who stand in the 
way of something we want is deeply 
rooted in every human heart. We see 
this miserable and selfish impulse in 
the news daily in stories of local crimes, 
terror attacks, wars, religious persecu-
tions and political discord. The prob-
lem ultimately is spiritual, starting in 
the spirit and mind of man. The only 
true solution must also be spiritual in 
nature.

The prophet Ezekiel was given a 
vision of a wonderful future when God 
will intervene in human affairs and 
will change the human heart: “I will 
give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit within you; I will take the heart 
of stone out of your flesh and give you 
a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit 
within you and cause you to walk in 
My statutes, and you will keep My judg-
ments and do them” (Ezekiel 36:26-27).

In this future time, all people will 
learn to live by God’s peaceful way. All 
will learn, as Jesus said, to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). 
Only when the human mind and heart 
are transformed from within will war 
and genocide be things of the past. 

Our booklet The Mystery of the 
Kingdom describes the true hope that 
God gives of a transformed people and 
a peaceful world. Download your free 
copy today. D

The temptation to 
carelessly disregard or 

even hate others who stand 
in the way of something 

we want is deeply rooted 
in every human heart. 

The problem ultimately is 
spiritual, starting in the spirit 

and mind of man. The only 
true solution must also be 

spiritual in nature.

http://http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
http://http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
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MEGACITIES

MEGAPROBLEMS
AND 

Half of the world lives in 
cities, and the biggest ones 
are growing at a stunning 

rate. What insight does the 
Bible give about the cities of 

today—and tomorrow?
By Neal Hogberg

World InSight
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Nations appear and fall; but cities endure, rise from 
the ashes and grow exponentially. The current scale and 
speed of urban expansion is unprecedented in human 
history. This reality was dramatically shown when, in 
2008, for the first time ever, more than half of the world’s 
people were documented to be living in cities. 

Numerous sociologists, like Harvard economics pro-
fessor Edward Glaeser in his book Triumph of the City, 
have raised a victory flag, claiming that “cities magnify 
humanity’s strengths” and are our greatest invention 
and best hope for the future (2011).

Meanwhile, other experts issue dire warnings of 
overwhelmed infrastructure and congestion leading 
to a future where teeming masses compete for scarce 
resources in sprawling slums ravaged by disease and 
violence.

Divergent as these views are, they would all agree with 
noted author and geopolitical analyst Robert Kaplan, 
who states in The Revenge of Geography, “The megacity 
will be at the heart of twenty-first century geography” 
(2012, p. 120).

Why is the worldwide rush to urbanization impor-
tant? What opportunities and pitfalls does this balloon-
ing trend reveal? What does the Bible say about the past 
and future of cities? 

Staggering growth
To begin with, the staggering cosmopolitan growth is 

clearly shown by the following statistics:

• In 1975 three cities—Tokyo, New York and Mexico 
City—had 10 million or more inhabitants. Now 25 
to 30 cities have reached that megacity status, and 
some estimates predict that by 2025 40 urban behe-
moths will exceed eight-figure populations.

• Ancient Rome was the world’s biggest city for nearly 
500 years; and at the end of the first century B.C., 
it was the first one to have a population of 1 mil-
lion people. In 2013 there were 468 cities worldwide 
with populations of more than a million. By next 
year there will be over 600 cities with a million-plus 
inhabitants.

• While the Industrial Revolution of the 1800s 
increased urban populations, nevertheless in 1905 

only 5 percent of the total population lived in urban 
areas. In developed countries today 78 percent live 
in cities, and by 2050 the figure is projected to climb 
to 86 percent.

• African and Asian cities that many in the West are 
not even familiar with—such as Lagos, Dhaka and 
Shenzhen—exemplify the most explosive growth of 
megacities. Lagos, Nigeria, which had a population 
of just 300,000 in 1950, has surged to no less than 
14 million today and is predicted to near 25 million 
by 2025. Dhaka, Bangladesh, at nearly 15 million, 
saw its population double in just 15 years. Shenzhen, 
China, just a sleepy fishing village of 30,000 in 1979 
according to the South China Morning Post, is now a 
rising juggernaut of around 14 million that has been 
called “the city without a history.”

Urban magnets
There are several reasons cities appear to be both a 

magnet and the destiny for most of mankind. With 
advanced agribusiness in the developed world today 
needing just 2 to 3 percent of the population to be on 
farms and feed us (rather than the 66 percent of prior 
generations), it is hardly surprising that rural citizens 
are heeding the siren song of economic prosperity and 
cosmopolitan culture that cities offer. This unparalleled 
migration to regional population hubs is the primary 
reason cities are growing despite plummeting birth rates 
in many areas.

Urban proponents tout the modern metropolis as 
a multicultural and digital nirvana. Cities revolve 
around wealth creation; and the innovation, communi-
cation and technology spurred by face-to-face interac-
tion encourages entrepreneurship. Framed as magnets 
for the most ambitious and creative citizens, cities seem 
poised to continue to grow in the global marketplace.

An abyss
On the other side of the urban-versus-rural-living 

debate was the philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who 
spoke for many when he denigrated the city as “an abyss 
in which virtually the whole nation loses its morals, its 
laws, its courage, and its freedom.”

He went on to say, “Men are not made to be crowded 

WE LIVE IN AN AGE OF CITIES AND 
MEGACITIES. 
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together in ant-hills, but scattered over the earth to till 
it. The more they are massed together, the more corrupt 
they become. Disease and vice are the sure results of over-
crowded cities.”

Even established megacities, such as New York and Los 
Angeles, were not built to hold as many people as they do 
now. Cities in the developing world that double in size every 
few years without a discernible urban plan are faced with 
countless problems. 

The rural poor of the world are flooding into urban pop-
ulation centers at more than a million people each week. 

Many who dream of the tempting jobs and economic 
benefits of megacities wake up to the reality of a compressed 
jungle of shanty towns and megaslums. For the estimated 1 
billion poor people living in 200,000 squalid slums around 
the globe—one out of every three city dwellers—these cities 
don’t deliver on the economic promise of urban life.

Physical problems of overwhelmed sanitation systems, 
chronic air and noise pollution, impossible traffic conges-
tion, and unsafe housing and workplaces are compounded 
by the moral ills of sexually transmitted diseases, substance 
abuse, urban violence and crime. Such squalid conditions 
prove to be fertile recruiting grounds for malcontents.

What the Bible says about cities
The Bible has much to say about cities. While many 

cities mentioned in the Bible had populations of 3,000 or 
less, making them little more than walled villages, others, 
like Nineveh with 120,000 inhabitants or later Babylon or 
Rome, were much larger. 

Despite the comparatively low populations of biblical cit-
ies, the problems seem very familiar. In general, cities in 
the Bible are not shown in a positive light. In fact, they are 
repeatedly shown to be centers of immorality and pagan 
worship. Even from the inception of the city, much of man-
kind, in exchange for perceived urban protection and social 
benefits, was willing to surrender to the oppressive control 
and corruption of evil rulers.

Adam’s son Cain, who murdered his brother, rebelled 
against God and founded the first-mentioned city of Enoch 
(named after his son) for protection and refuge from God’s 
curse upon him (Genesis 4:17). This linked urbanization 
and violence from the start. Violence only intensified as 
mankind huddled together but rejected the Creator. As 
commerce grew and cultures clashed, cities like Nineveh 
were known for their violent evils (Nahum 3:1-3).

The Hebrew word for city is ir, which comes from ur, the 
Semitic word for tower or defensive point. This is precisely 
what the people of Babel planned with their tower challeng-

ing God’s authority. They said, “Come, let us build ourselves 
a city” (Genesis 11:4) in order to make a name for them-
selves, defiantly refusing to be scattered over the face of the 
earth as God intended (Genesis 9:1).

While cities in the nation of Israel were used as places 
of sanctuary and hubs for the priesthood, more often cities 
became focal points for immorality, unbelief and idolatry, 
and the biblical examples are numerous:

• Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed when not even 
10 righteous people were found within their gates (Gen-
esis 18:32). 

• Jesus warned the unbelieving inhabitants of Chorazin 
and Bethsaida that “if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago” (Matthew 11:21). 

• Corinth, which revolved around the pagan worship 
and temple prostitution of Aphrodite, provided many 
temptations and traps for the church there (2 Corinthi-
ans 6:14-17).

Babylon, as both a city and a system, represents the out-
right opposition to God and the sins of materialistic idol-
atry, paganism and persecution of the saints often found 
in cosmopolitan areas. God’s burning anger is directed at 
Babylon for its prideful arrogance (Jeremiah 50:31-32) and 
sexual immorality (Revelation 18:3) that influenced other 
nations. 

The Bible also tells us Jesus wept (Matthew 23:37) over 
the sins of Jerusalem (Micah 3:9-10), the city that He had 
chosen (2 Chronicles 6:38), but which rejected Him.

God’s plan for cities
Just as God has a plan for the future redemption for all 

mankind, He also has plans for cities. In fact, after Jesus 
Christ returns to the earth, the cities will be rebuilt (Isaiah 
61:4; Ezekiel 36:9-11). The good news of the future is that 
Jerusalem itself will be rebuilt and transformed (Zechariah 
12:8-11) to serve as the glorious headquarters of the world 
tomorrow. Since Jerusalem will then serve as a gleaming 
example to all cities, people will be overjoyed to go there 
and learn God’s way (Isaiah 2:2-4).

As Christians, we strive for the “holy city, New Jerusa-
lem” (Revelation 21:2) even while living in modern Babylon. 
Until Christ’s return, we are called to prepare to be teach-
ers and rulers over the cities (Luke 19:12-19), to cry out like 
Jonah about the sins of the cities (Jonah 3:4-5), all the while 
praying for God’s mercy on those cities (Psalm 122:6-8).

Read more about God’s plan to restore the world by down-
loading our free booklet The Mystery of the Kingdom. D

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
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WORLDWATCH

MORALLY ACCEPTABLE?

64% OF AMERICANS
believed gambling is mor-

ally acceptable. According to 
the survey, other behaviors 

that increasing numbers 
find morally acceptable 

include divorce (68 percent), 
abortion (42 percent), 

pornography (31 percent) 
and polygamy (14 percent) 

(Gallup).

29%
of Americans opposed 
legalization of marijuana for 
personal use in December 
2013, down from 55 percent 
in 2010 and 84 percent in 
1990 (AP GfK Poll).

of Americans believed “gay or lesbian rela-
tions” are morally acceptable in 2013. This is 
up from 40 percent in 2001 (Gallup).59%

63% OF AMERICANS
 believed “sex between 
an unmarried man and 

woman” is morally accept-
able in 2013. This is up from 
53 percent in 2001 (Gallup).

But are changing human opinions really the basis for 
determining what is morally right and wrong? See 

“What Is Sin?” on the Life, Hope & Truth website for 
God’s definition of right and wrong.

RELIGION LOSING INFLUENCE?

feel religion is losing its influence on American 
life. Yet 56 percent of Americans believe that 
religion “can answer all or most of today’s 
problems”; 30 percent say religion is “largely 
old-fashioned and out of date” (Gallup).

OBESITY SPREADINGof American adults aged 20 
and over were overweight or 
obese in 2009-2010 accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control. Overweight is defined 
as a body mass index (BMI) of 
25-29.9. Obesity is defined as a 

BMI of more than 30.

69.2%
of adults in the United Kingdom 
are overweight or obese, and 

the number of overweight and 
obese adults in the developing 
world has increased to almost 
1 billion, nearly four times as 
many as in 1980 (BBC).

64%
Find helpful and sensible advice for good health in the 

“Health” section of the Life, Hope & Truth website.

The religion taught in the Bible truly can answer 
all of today’s problems, as you will see in the pages 

of this magazine and throughout our website 
LifeHopeandTruth.com.

76%

39%
of Americans said they attended church or 
synagogue in the last seven days, while 59 
percent said they were members of a church or 
synagogue, and 41 percent said they weren’t 
(Gallup).

41
children between the 
ages of 6 and 11 were 

intercepted while being 
trained or outfitted as sui-
cide bombers in Afghani-
stan last year (The Week, 

Jan. 17, 2014).

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/what-is-sin/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/health/
http://LifeHopeandTruth.com
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What does the Bible say about the future? See the Life, Hope & 
Truth articles “End of the World—Why It’s Good News!” and 
“Hope for the Future Found in God’s Festivals.”

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE?

36%  
of Brazilians 
between 16 and 
25 years old feel 
the future of 
society is rather 
bleak.

28%
feel it is fairly 
optimistic.

33% of 
Americans 
between 16 and 
25 years old feel 
the future of 
society is rather 
bleak.

25%
feel it is fairly 
optimistic.

29%
feel it is fairly 
optimistic.

25% of the 
same age group 
in Switzerland 
consider it 
rather bleak.

Credit Suisse Youth Barometer

Did God use evolution to create humans? See the 
article “Can Christians Believe in Evolution?” 
and other articles in the Life, Hope & Truth section 
“Is There a God?” 

CREATION VS. EVOLUTION

of Americans believe “humans 
and other living things have 
evolved over time.” About half 
of those believe evolution is 
“due to natural processes such 
as natural selection” (32 percent 
of Americans), while 24 percent 
of Americans believe God 
guided evolution (Pew Research 
Center).

60%
believe in human evolution 
in a survey of 18,829 adults 
in 23 countries. Another 
28 percent of respondents 
believe in creationism and 
31 percent are unsure what 
to believe (Ipsos/Reuters).

41%

“The U.S. should mind its own 
business internationally and let 
other countries get along the best 
they can on their own.”

52 percent of Americans polled by Pew Research Center agree with 
the statement above, and 53 percent say the United States plays a less 
important and less powerful role in the world than it did 10 years ago. 
This is up 12 percentage points since 2009 and is the first time a majority 
answered this way in nearly 40 years of surveys. Of those polled, 70 
percent of Americans say the U.S. is less respected than in the past.

AMERICA’S  PLACE  
IN THE WORLD

What is ahead for the 
United States and other 
English-speaking coun-
tries? See the Life, Hope 
& Truth article “What 
Is Going to Happen to 
America?”
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http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/end-of-the-world/
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Christ vs. Christianity

The common chronology of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection directly 

contradicts Jesus’ own words—and 
the sign He gave to prove He was the 

Messiah!

By Erik Jones

I
n the spring, the majority of the mainstream 
Christian world celebrates Easter—a holiday that is 
supposed to commemorate the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ from the dead. Roughly two days earlier, 

Good Friday is observed to mark Christ’s death.
These two holidays, nowhere taught in the Bible, 

are based on the timeline of Christ’s death and resur-
rection that is accepted by most Christians. Most 
believe Jesus died on a Friday afternoon and was 
resurrected as the sun was rising on the next Sunday 
morning. 

It may surprise you that this chronology is not 
found in the pages of the Bible. In fact, when the 
Gospel accounts are closely studied, a totally different 
timeline of these events emerges! 

Christ’s own words
A statement made by Jesus Christ, but ignored 

by the majority of mainstream Christianity, has major 
implications for this subject. 

The scribes and Pharisees were asking Jesus to 
show them a sign to prove He was who He claimed to 
be—the Messiah (Matthew 12:38). Jesus had already 
provided multiple miracles and signs that proved His 
legitimacy. Jesus refused to perform a miracle on the 
spot to satisfy their request. He said there would be 
one sign that would prove whether He truly was the 
Messiah.

Notice Jesus’ own words: “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given 
to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah” (verse 39, 
emphasis added throughout).

He then specifically explained this sign: “For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 
the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth” (verse 40). 

Jesus’ sign is very specific—that He would be “in the 
heart of the earth” (in a grave) for three days and three 
nights. 

The implications of the one sign
You may be asking, so what? Why should this state-

ment surprise me? 
This statement is so important because it com-

pletely invalidates the common Christian chronology 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is impossible to fit a 
Friday burial (just before sunset) and a Sunday morning 
resurrection into the specific time period Jesus gave. 

Even if you take “three days and three nights” to 
mean parts of three days and three nights, here is what 
you get:

• Friday afternoon Christ is placed in the tomb:  
A few minutes of daylight.

• Friday night: Night 1.
• Saturday: Day 1.
• Saturday night: Night 2.
• Sunday morning: Christ was already gone from 

the tomb “while it was still dark” (John 20:1), so no 
daylight portion can be counted.

The maximum number you can squeeze out of 
this scenario is one day and two nights (and perhaps a 
small part of another day)—which would not fulfill the 
only sign Christ gave. 

But cobbling together bits and pieces of days and 
nights is not the correct way to understand Jesus’ 
statement in Matthew 12:40. In the parlance of the day, 

How Do You Get “Three Days and 
Three Nights” From Good Friday 
to Easter Sunrise?
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people could either be specific or vague about a period 
of time they were describing. “Three days” could mean 
parts of days.

But Jesus Christ’s use of the combination “days” and 
“nights” made it a statement of precision. The daylight 
portion of a day was “twelve hours” (John 11:9). The 
night would also be 12 hours—making the total day 24 
hours. When Jesus said “three days and three nights,” He 
literally meant three distinct 24-hour periods—72 hours!

Jesus had to be in the grave exactly 72 hours to be 
who He said He was—the Messiah! 

When was Jesus’ death and burial?
The accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection are 

found toward the end of the four Gospel accounts in 
the Bible. Each Gospel reveals distinct details about 
the chronology of events. In order to understand how 
Christ’s one sign was fulfilled precisely, we have to put 
information from all four together.

In the Bible, each 24-hour day begins at sunset. Jesus 
Christ was crucified on the day of the Passover—the 
14th of Abib/Nisan on the Jewish calendar. He had 
eaten the Passover meal the evening before, as pre-
scribed by Leviticus 23:5. Later that night and into the 
early hours of the morning, He was arrested, tried and 
convicted in an illegal trial brought about by Jewish and 
Roman authorities.

Jesus’ crucifixion began about 9 a.m. and lasted until 
His death about 3 p.m. (Mark 15:25; Matthew 27:46). 

After His death, Christ’s body was given to a man 
named Joseph of Arimathea. Christ was then placed 
into a “tomb that was hewn out of the rock” shortly 
before sunset (Luke 23:53-54). 

Many are confused about the day of Christ’s crucifix-
ion, thinking it was Friday because Mark 15:42 says that 
the day He died and was placed in the tomb was “the 
day before the Sabbath.” 
The assumption is that this 
“Sabbath” was the weekly 
Sabbath, which is from 
Friday sunset to Saturday 
sunset. If this were the case, 
however, there would have 
been no way Jesus could 
have fulfilled His one sign 
precisely the way He said 
He would—because we 
know He was already risen 
by Sunday morning. 

The key is found in the Gospel of John.
Notice what John writes about the day following 

Jesus’ death: “Therefore, because it was the Preparation 
Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on 
the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day)” (John 
19:31). 

The Sabbath immediately following Jesus’ death was 
a “high day”—an annual holy day, the first day of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6). It was not the 
weekly Sabbath that always falls on Saturday. In the year 
of Christ’s death, the first day of Unleavened Bread fell on 
a Thursday.

That puts the Passover and Jesus Christ’s crucifixion 
on the day before the holy day—on Wednesday.

This is further proven by the fact that the Gospel ac-
counts reveal that there were two Sabbaths within the 

It is impossible to fit 
a Friday burial (just 
before sunset) and 
a Sunday morning 
resurrection into the 
specific time period 
Jesus gave. 

DAY 1

NIGHT 1

DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4

NIGHT 2 NIGHT 3 NIGHT 4

3 Days and 3 Nights 
(Matthew 12:38-40)

Annual Holy Day Weekly Sabbath

Jesus Christ is entombed shortly before sunset prior to the beginning 
of the high holy day Sabbath (Luke 23:46-55; John 19:31).

Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave shortly before sunset.

Mary and Mary Magdalene find Jesus had already been 
resurrected (Matthew 28:1-6; Mark 16:2-6; John 20:1).

After the high day Sabbath, the women bought 
and prepared spices (Mark 16:1) before resting 
on the weekly Sabbath (Luke 23: 56).

Graphic: Elizabeth Cannon Glasgow

http://www.flickr.com/photos/tattoodjay/4579450259/in/photostream/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/biblical-festivals/
http://http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/feast-of-unleavened-bread/
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three-day and three-night period that Jesus was in 
the grave: the annual high day (Thursday) and the 
weekly Sabbath (Saturday). 

Notice this important detail recorded in Mark: 
“Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, that they might come and anoint Him” (Mark 
16:1). The key is that they purchased the spices after 
the Sabbath had ended. 

Luke records another fact that sheds more light: 
“Then they [the women] returned and prepared 

spices and fragrant oils. And 
they rested on the Sabbath ac-
cording to the commandment” 
(Luke 23:56). Here, Luke shows 
that they prepared the spices 
and afterward rested on “the 
Sabbath.” 

We have two distinct Sab-
baths being spoken of in these 
verses, because we read that 
the women bought the spices 
after the Sabbath, but pre-
pared them before they kept 
the Sabbath! That is impossible 
if it is just one day! 

These verses confirm that 
there were two Sabbaths within the three days and 
three nights. 

The timing of Christ’s resurrection
Now that we understand that Christ died and 

was entombed shortly before sunset on a Wednes-
day, all we have to do is count forward three days 
and three nights to determine the time of His resur-
rection. 

• Wednesday (night): Night 1.
• Thursday (day): Day 1.
• Thursday (night): Night 2.
• Friday (day): Day 2.
• Friday (night): Night 3.
• Saturday (day): Day 3.
So Jesus Christ’s resurrection was on Saturday 

afternoon—just as the sun was setting.
Many misinterpret the Gospel accounts of the res-

urrection as saying that He was resurrected early on 
Sunday morning. But go back and read them closely. 
None of them say that! All the Gospel accounts say is 
that He was already risen by the time the women re-

turned to the tomb on early Sunday morning. They 
had started out from home while it was still dark 
(John 20:1) and arrived at the tomb close to sunrise 
(Matthew 28:1-6; Mark 16:2-7; Luke 24:1-3).

Jesus had been resurrected hours earlier, before 
sunset Saturday night. It was not until the following 
Sunday morning that His resurrection was discov-
ered and made known by the angel sitting on the 
stone.

The implications
The majority of Christianity believes in an incor-

rect timeline of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion and resur-
rection. Some may see this as an insignificant detail. 
But it’s important to consider the implications:

• Christ’s only sign to the evil generation to 
prove He was the Messiah was the specific 
length of time He said He would be in the 
grave—three days and three nights. If we 
reject that He fulfilled that sign precisely as He 
said He would, we would be forced to reject 
Jesus as the Messiah. Understanding the exact 
fulfillment gives us confidence that Jesus was 
who He said He was—the Messiah and Son of 
God. 

• Understanding the proper chronology of the 
death and resurrection of Christ helps us to 
discern the errors of the two primary holidays 
that most Christians keep to commemorate 
those events—Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
We should understand that not only are those 
days not found in the Bible, but they are based 
on an incorrect understanding of the death 
and resurrection of Christ. 

• Studying the chronology in the Gospels 
teaches us that the followers of Christ contin-
ued to keep both God’s annual festivals and 
the weekly Sabbath. These are the days that 
God intends us to use to worship Him. 

This is another example of the majority of Christi-
anity believing something that is totally contrary to 
the words of Jesus Christ. This series will continue to 
show where modern Christianity deviates from the 
true teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Keep reading and discerning. 
For more on this topic, read our article on the sign of 

Jonah on the LifeHopeandTruth.com website. Also, be sure 
to read our articles “Resurrection of Jesus: Can We Prove It?” 
and “Jesus’ Resurrection: Eyewitness Accounts.”  D

Jesus had been 
resurrected hours 

earlier, before sunset 
Saturday night. It was 

not until the following 
Sunday morning that 

His resurrection was 
discovered and made 

known by the angel 
sitting on the stone.

http://http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/sign-of-jonah/
http://http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/sign-of-jonah/
http://http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/resurrection-of-jesus/
http://http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/jesus-resurrection/
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Hope in Rwanda    
MY FIRST TRIP TO RWANDA WAS IN 1996,  

barely two years after the infamous genocide where 
the Hutu Power movement tried to eradicate the 
Tutsi tribe. Always one of the poorer African coun-
tries, at that time it was a country in ruins. Students 
studied in dim classrooms. It seemed every village 
had scores of orphans. I remember standing in the 
burned-out lobby of the formerly luxurious Diplo-
mates Hotel, amazed at the scale of the destruction.

“I hope we’ve learned our lesson”
There were makeshift genocide memorials in 

Catholic churches where thousands had been mas-
sacred. 

I later interviewed two survivors who had lost 
their entire families in the church at Ntarama. I will 
always remember Dancille saying, “I hope we’ve 
learned our lesson.”

Philosopher George Santayana famously wrote, 
“Those who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” Pessimistically, he also wrote, 
“Only the dead have seen the end of war.”

Is there any hope that humanity will learn from 
its errors? 

The Bible encourages us to attend to lessons and 
avoid repeating mistakes: “A prudent man foresees 
evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and 
are punished” (Proverbs 22:3; 27:12).

Signs of hope
Having returned to Rwanda several times each 

year since 1996, I am happy to see that, while the sit-
uation is not perfect, there is encouraging hope that 
most people have learned from the past. The demo-
cratically elected government has sought to elimi-
nate tribal strife. The general understanding now is 
that people should not think of themselves as Hutu 
or Tutsi, but simply as Rwandans. 

Efforts have been made to curb corruption, the 
greatest impediment to African development. Gen-
erous development aid has been transparently chan-
neled to infrastructure and education programs. The 
confidence gained from seeing aid used properly 
encourages donor nations to be more generous—a 
cycle of virtue instead of vice.

Progress in the last 20 years has been surprising. 
Kigali is an increasingly modern city with well-paved 
streets, a stable electrical grid and even working traf-
fic lights—a rarity in sub-Saharan Africa. Hotels 
and restaurants are plentiful; the old Diplomates is 
now a glittering, five-star Serena Hotel. Insecurity is 

much less a problem than in neighboring countries. 
Healthcare is improving. There is a growing middle 
class. Progress in rural areas is coming more slowly, 
but it is being felt.

Rwanda is becoming a select tourist destination 
where travelers can have close encounters with wild 
mountain gorillas and trek into enclaves of chim-
panzees, as well as observe more commonly found 
safari game. Most people I meet in Rwanda, espe-
cially the young, look to the future with hope. This is 
far from the case everywhere on the continent.

How did this happen? It came from a number of 
factors: a more responsible and honest government; 
a willingness to face the mistakes of the past and dis-
cuss them openly; requiring the guilty to confess, 
apologize and do their best to make amends; setting 
high goals for the future; and using foreign aid well.

There are still problems. The government faces 
persistent accusations of oppression of political 
opponents, even sanctioning assassination outside 
the country. And the vestiges of the genocidal mili-
tia still make sporadic attacks around the country. A 
grenade was thrown into a crowded market the last 
time I was in Kigali. 

Still, taken as a whole, the situation is full of hope 
for the future.

Greater hope
What is happening in Rwanda is a small and 

imperfect illustration of some things that will hap-
pen after the return of Christ to earth. Then there 
will be perfect government and no corruption. Peo-
ple will repent of their sins and seek to learn the 
right way of life—the way of love—the way of God. 
And the results will be splendid, like nothing anyone 
will have ever seen 
before.

Until that time, 
however, I believe we 
can take hope and 
encouragement from 
improvements in 
places like Rwanda, 
which suffered so 
terribly from human 
selfishness. It is pos-
sible. We must learn 
these lessons.

–Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker  

BY THE WAY with 

“I hope we’ve 
learned our 
lesson”
Pacifique 
Rutaganda 
and Dancille 
Nyirabazungu 
survived the 
genocide but 
lost their entire 
families
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LEARN MORE ABOUT GOD’S HOLY DAYS 
AND HOW THEY EXPLAIN HIS PLAN FOR ALL HUMANITY

CLICK HERE TO 
DOWNLOAD »»

From Holidays to 
Holy Days:  

God’s Plan for You

Wait! Bunnies 
don’t lay eggs?

A lot of lies—masquerading as holiday 
traditions—have wormed their way into 
Christianity. The truth is, you won’t find 

Easter (or Christmas) in the Bible! What you 
will find, however, are seven special festivals 

God wants us to celebrate instead.

http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
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