
What if your limbs were smart enough to 
work on their own?
As humans, we directly control the movements 
of our legs and arms with our brains. We decide 
when to walk, where each footstep should land, 
how firmly to grasp a tool, what motions to 
make with it—a million little decisions we make 
almost without noticing.
An octopus, on the other hand, has a more 
complicated nervous system. Each of  its 
eight arms has its own bundle of neurons that 
function almost like an extra brain. Each limb 
can make decisions almost on its own, gathering 
environmental information and passing it back to 
the central brain, which continues to make overall 
decisions about where to go and what to do.
Imagine being able to tell your legs to walk to a specific 
location—and then letting them take care of the decision-
making along the way. Or imagine telling your arms to 
put together a piece of furniture and then letting them 
get to work.
That seems to be how God designed the octopus. But that’s 
only the tip of the iceberg! He also gave it three hearts 
to power its complicated circulatory system, a siphon for 
propelling itself forward using jets of water, the ability  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to camouflage itself 

b y  c h a n g i n g  i t s 
skin color, and the 

flexibility to contort 
i t s e l f  a n d  s q u e e z e 

through any hole bigger 
than its beak—the only hard part 

of its entire body. 
Special thanks to the OdySea Aquarium in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, for their kind assistance in making this photo 
possible.
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