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“If God made us in his image, we have returned 
him the favor.” 

Various people get credit for this quote, but 
it’s the 18th-century French philosopher Voltaire who 
originated the notion.

Voltaire held some rather skewed views of God, 
but the holes he poked in many religious practices, 
especially those based on superstition, were often 
razor-sharp. Sacred cows did not escape his wit, nor 
was he bothered by alienating, as often happened, the 
pious traditionalists.

Making His religion in our image  
as well
Voltaire wasn’t the first to recognize that we’ve 
refashioned God in our image. Long before, God said 
through the prophet Isaiah, “These people draw near 
with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but 
have removed their hearts far from Me, and their fear 
toward Me is taught by the commandment of men” 
(Isaiah 29:13).

But along with wrong—even insulting—man-made 
ideas about God have come wrong, man-made 
ideas about worshipping Him. Dozens of doctrines 
and practices seen in churches today would be 
unrecognizable to the early apostles, like Paul, Peter, 
James, John—and to Jesus Himself. They, and others 
following, fought tirelessly against many teachings 
that eventually crept into and forever altered 
Christianity. 

As we are now nearing what most Western religions 
consider the holiest time of year, some of these are in 
the spotlight. Are today’s worship practices based on 
Scripture or invented by man? 

Institutionalizing religious fraud
God Himself instituted sacred commemorations to 
be annually observed in this season—the Passover 
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Mark 14:1; 1 
Corinthians 5:7-8).

But instead of these meaningful festivals, contrived 
ideas have wormed their way into religious tradition, 
such as Jesus being crucified on Friday and rising on 
Easter Sunday. It’s unbiblical and illogical (try fitting 
three days and three nights into that time frame); it 
was never taught in the Church Jesus established; and 

it corrupted the true meaning of God’s holy days. 
Other practices with zero biblical authority—

bunnies, eggs, hot cross buns, Lent, Ash Wednesday—
also found their way into church practices over the 
centuries. How? Why? Very simply, powerful people 
knew that blending in pagan religious practices 
would attract more devotees. It was nothing less than 
institutionalizing religious fraud. Doing it in God’s 
name was sacrilege.

Strong words to those who genuinely hold dear their 
beliefs? Maybe, but we hope anyone reading Discern 
holds equally dear a desire for discovering truth. Such 
criticisms are aimed at practices, not people. 

Bottom line: Does it matter?
Frankly, if you could somehow observe the people 
and practices of the Church in the days of Paul, 
Peter, James, Jude and John, you probably wouldn’t 
recognize them. Worst of all, most of those men, 
and countless other faithful people, gave their lives 
valiantly resisting changes that led to pagan practices 
becoming ingrained in conventional Christianity. 

Can we shrug our shoulders at religious practices 
that once were heretical but now are entrenched? 
Does it matter to God if we re-create Him in our own 
image, or reinvent the Church Jesus established? Does 
God give us the authority to ignore the Bible and 
decide when and how we will worship Him based on 
the ideas of men?

Research tells you where these things came from. 
Discernment tells you whether or not it matters.

Learn more in our free booklet From Holidays to 
Holy Days: God’s Plan for You.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

Making God in Our Image

CONSIDER
THIS

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
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Did you ever hear that advice? Whether 
you’re using a new kitchen appliance or 
taking medicine for an illness, following the 

instructions of the manufacturer can make all the 
difference! If instructions are ignored when cooking 
with a new appliance, your food may not taste good or 
even be edible, and the wrong use of a medication may 
cause serious complications.

People are no different. In fact, human beings are 
finely tuned and designed to function well only when 
they understand and live according to the maker’s 
design and instructions.

However, many believe human beings are not 
designed, but are merely the result of evolutionary blind 
chance. No designer, no creator—just random mutations 
over time. This leads them to believe that we human 
beings must figure out for ourselves how we work—the 
right way to live, function and relate to one another.

Yet nothing could be more dangerous and further 
from the truth.

And these days, there is no domain of humanity that 
seems to be more confused and broken than that of 
human identity itself.

The way increasing numbers of people see 
themselves and define the role of gender and family is 
undergoing a seismic shift in our culture. 

Much of the cause of society’s confusion about 
human sexuality and family lies at the door of people’s 
declining belief in a Creator. The only real antidote 
to this chaos is a return to a belief in God—in fact, a 
belief in the Creator. It is the Creator who has revealed 
His purpose for human life on earth and how human 
beings are to relate, live and thrive.

A belief in God
The belief that life itself was designed and created 
demands a belief in a Creator. Unfortunately, many in 
our world today simply don’t believe that. The idea of 
an all-knowing and all-powerful God who has created 
the universe and human life is deemed preposterous 
by many academics and a growing number of people 
in society.

The Pew Research Center’s most recent assessment 
indicates about 50 percent of Americans claim to 
believe in God. Its research shows that the wealthier 
a society is, the less important God seems to be in 

its people’s belief system. After polling people in 34 
countries, Pew Research noted, “In the eight Western 
European publics surveyed, a median of just 22% say 
belief in God is necessary to be moral” (“The Global 
God Divide,” July 2020).

Accepting the premise that a Creator God exists 
is key. Believing that God designed man is essential 
to fully understanding how men and women are to 
interact and relate to each other. And as Designer and 
Creator, God revealed this from the beginning. 

Reading the instructions
Gender confusion and sexual disorientation are extant 
in our world today. 

But the bigger question should be, “Is this good?” Many 
assume that people are born this way, but is that true?

The American Psychological Association admits that 
no such evidence exists. Addressing the question of 
sexual orientation and homosexuality, its website states, 
“There is no consensus among scientists about the exact 
reasons that an individual develops a heterosexual, 
bisexual, gay or lesbian orientation. Although much 
research has examined the possible genetic, hormonal, 
developmental, social and cultural influences on 
sexual orientation, no findings have emerged that 
permit scientists to conclude that sexual orientation is 
determined by any particular factor or factors.”

That’s a pretty remarkable admission from the 
APA despite the assumptions in media and society in 
general that people are born homosexual, or people are 
born in the wrong body or with the wrong gender. 

On the other hand, the book of Genesis lays out a 
beautifully structured description of the created order 
and God’s design for both male and female.

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness . . .’ So God created man in 
His own image; in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:26-27).

God created humanity in His image. He chose 
to express that creation as male and female. His 
intent was to fashion mankind biologically and 
physiologically as male and female.

The foundation of family
God details the family relationship and its purpose  
in Genesis 1:28:Ph
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“Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’” 

Here, God instructs us in His design for the 
procreation of human life by explaining that man and 
woman should unite as a family and produce offspring. 
The record of human history confirms that this model 
has been the foundation of human societies.

In the following chapter we find more commentary 
from God on the relationship between male and 
female—specifically, between husband and wife:

“And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable 
to him’” (Genesis 2:18). 

The Hebrew term translated “comparable” is 
also translated in other versions as “suitable,” 
“complementary” and “his counterpart.” The point 
is that God’s intent was for man to have a partner, 
a mate, someone to help. It was designed to be a 
complementary relationship between two people to 
fulfill God’s purpose for humans.

In the verses that follow we see that God’s act of 
creating a woman from the DNA of the first male is 
evidence of the unique nature of humans, and the 
relationship between the two genders (male and 
female) expresses the image of God.

God took one of Adam’s ribs and made it into a 
woman. Then God brought Eve to Adam. 

“And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.’ Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:23-24).

As the architect of human life, God intended a man 
and woman to commit to each other, come together in 
that commitment, have a complementary relationship 
(recognizing the unique strengths of each), become 
one flesh and produce a family.

It is that simple, yet profound. 
So important is the role and relationship of a man 

and woman in marriage that God enshrined it as 
foundational in the 10 Commandments. 

God instructed mankind to “honor your father and 
your mother, that your days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12). 

These instructions of God point to the unique and special 
roles of husband, wife and parents within a family. 

The family relationship is so protected by God that 
He also forbade breaking the covenant between a 
husband and wife by any sexual relationship outside of 
that marriage (verse 14).

And yet history has shown that since creation, 
mankind has departed from God’s design and His 
instruction in so many ways, always with negative 
consequences.

The test of time
Despite that departure, God’s original design for 
human life and relationships has stood the test of time. 
Experience and history support the fact that children 
thrive when raised in a family with both biological 
parents tending to their nurture and care. 

Mona Charen, a journalist researching family issues, 
wrote in her 2018 book Sex Matters, “Everyone who 
studies child well-being agrees that children who grow 
up with their married biological parents are racing 
ahead of their contemporaries who grow up in less 
stable situations” (p. xv). 

Of course, the sad reality is that many, through 
no fault of their own, do not grow up in a traditional 
family situation. That doesn’t mean those who grow up 
in single-parent families are doomed to identity issues, 
but unstable families can cause confusion in some. 

In 2021 The Economist editor Helen Joyce, in 
her bestseller questioning the rush to transgender 
identities in society, stated, “The categories of man and 
woman underpin those of father and mother, and the 
relationship of each to their children. If such categories 
are to become a matter of self-declaration, then those 
ties must be dissolved. Families become meaningless 
and individuals create themselves” (Trans: When 
Ideology Meets Reality, p. 119).

A world in confusion
The sad tale of history shows that in the generations that 
followed Adam and Eve, “the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).

These words defined the world that came to be 
when humans chose to reject their Creator and His 
instructions for life.
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The Genesis account shows that both Eve and 
Adam ultimately disobeyed God. They chose to walk 
the enticing path that the serpent offered of self-
determination—of deciding morality for themselves. 
They chose to eat from the forbidden tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Thus, God banished the 
first man and woman from the Garden of Eden—and 
from access to the tree of life (see the online post “Cut 
Off From the Tree of Life”).

The result of that decision has led to the confusion 
we find today.

The Word of God often addresses the human 
condition (both good and bad) in terms of outcomes—
the results of the choices that man has made. 

In the first century, the apostle Paul described the 
Greco-Roman culture within which the Church began. 
It was an apt portrayal of what mankind has done since 
the beginning:

“Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, 
in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies 
among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God 
for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

“For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. 
For even their women exchanged the natural use for 
what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving 
the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust 
for one another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of 
their error which was due” (Romans 1:24-27).

This is a sobering description of what results when 
people depart from a belief in the Creator God. 

Paul described a profound deconstruction of sex and 
gender that has continued unfolding throughout our 
society. When the Creator’s purpose is dismantled, the 
consequences for society are far-reaching. It produces 
a world where many people suffer from a lack of 
wholesome relationships of meaning, often from very 
early in their lives. Sadly, what some experience early 
in life as “normal” is actually dysfunctional. 

A psychiatrist’s view of gender 
dysphoria
Despite the many voices that promote this new 
definition of human sexuality and gender, there are 
some that see it differently.

Gender dysphoria is a condition being diagnosed 
by therapists today. Encyclopedia Britannica defines 
it this way: “Gender dysphoria (GD) [is the] formal 
diagnosis given by mental health professionals to 
people who experience distress because of a significant 
incongruence between the gender with which they 
personally identify and the gender with which they 
were born.” 

Paul McHugh, a university distinguished service 
professor of psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine and former psychiatrist in chief 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital, stated, “In fact, gender 
dysphoria—the official psychiatric term for feeling 
oneself to be of the opposite sex—belongs in the family 
of similarly disordered assumptions about the body, 
such as anorexia nervosa and body dysmorphic 
disorder. Its treatment should not be directed at the 
body as with surgery and hormones any more than 
one treats obesity-fearing anorexic patients with 
liposuction. The treatment should strive to correct 
the false, problematic nature of the assumption and 
to resolve the psychosocial conflicts provoking it” 
(“Transgenderism: A Pathogenic Meme,” The Public 
Discourse, June 10, 2015). 

Need for compassion
Over the past few years, we have seen our postmodern 
world rush to judgment of any voice that disagrees 
with this new morality defining human sexuality. 
If someone suggests any hint of disapproval of the 
LGBTQ+ lifestyles and values, those comments can be 
immediately tagged as hate speech.

But what would Christ expect of those who see such 
values as dangerous and believe they strike at the very 
core of God’s true destiny for mankind? 

Answer: We should speak the truth—but do so in love 
(Ephesians 4:15).

As was the case when the first man and woman were 
challenged in the Garden of Eden, Satan the devil is at 
work fomenting the division and confusion in society. 
He has successfully conned the majority of mankind to 
accept as truth what God’s Word says is actually a lie. 

That is serious business.
The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that moral values 

would change so much that man would define right 
and wrong in the exact opposite way God would.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/cut-off-from-the-tree-of-life/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/cut-off-from-the-tree-of-life/
https://www.britannica.com/science/gender-dysphoria
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“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20).

That’s a sobering description of where we are today.
Despite these chaotic conditions, God expects His 

people to present the true gospel message in such a way 
that it ultimately gives hope to a darkened world. It’s a 
message (and approach) that draws a clear distinction 
between the Word of God and the wanton confusion 
that defines our world today.

While the causal factors involved in the lives of 
people who are immersed in these dysfunctional 
lifestyles can be complex, the Word of God (coupled 
with the powerful impact of godly repentance) gives a 
person hope for clarity and order in his or her life. 

When Paul was addressing the brethren in the 
congregation at Corinth, citing a litany of sinful 
lifestyles and destructive choices that people had made, 
he noted that some of them had come out of such sexual 
sins. But he finished that thought with hope—reminding 
God’s people of His redemptive work in our lives:

“And such were some of you. But you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthian 6:11). 

The point is—human beings can change.

The family of God
The devil has corrupted humanity’s understanding 
of ourselves and our destiny. Paul stated it well: “But 
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 
are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has 
blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine on them” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

When the Bible and its message are fully understood, 
there is no conclusion one can come to other than the 
fact that God is building His own family. 

That’s right—God is a family. His entire plan is 
centered on the family. The Scripture is clear that His 
wonderful plan is firmly predicated upon the human 
relationships of marriage between a man and a woman 
and upon procreation (Ephesians 5:22-32; 3:14-15; John 
3:3-8; Hebrews 2:9-11; Revelation 19:6-9; read our online 
article “Future of Humanity: Celebrating Our Destiny”).

So, we see that, indeed, sex really does matter. 
—Doug Horchak

GENDER DYSPHORIA  
AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Britain’s National Health Service is now taking a 
more cautious approach to gender dysphoria in 
young people than it has in the past, noting that 
for most it is a transient phase. The NHS website 
says, “In many cases gender variant behavior or 
feelings disappear as children reach puberty.”

It also warns, “Little is known about the long-
term side effects of hormone or puberty blockers 
in children with gender dysphoria . . . It is not 
known what the psychological effects may be. 
It’s also not known whether hormone blockers 
affect the development of the teenage brain or 
children’s bones.”

Public concerns about the previous approach 
“were raised by a notable case involving Keira Bell, 
a teenage girl who transitioned, deeply regretted 
it, and then de-transitioned. ‘After a series of 
superficial conversations with social workers, I was 
put on puberty blockers at age 16. A year later, I 
was receiving testosterone shots. When 20, I had a 
double mastectomy,’ Bell wrote in a blog post.

“‘But the further my transition went, the more I 
realized that I wasn’t a man, and never would be. . . 
As I matured, I recognized that gender dysphoria 
was a symptom of my overall misery, not its cause 
. . . The consequences of what happened to me 
have been profound: possible infertility, loss of 
my breasts and inability to breastfeed, atrophied 
genitals, a permanently changed voice, facial hair. 
When I was seen at the Tavistock clinic, I had so 
many issues that it was comforting to think I really 
had only one that needed solving: I was a male in 
a female body,’ Bell wrote.

“Bell eventually sued Tavistock, and initially 
won the case on the basis that minors could 
not give informed consent concerning puberty 
blockers. However, last year the decision was 
appealed and overturned.

“There has been a spike in gender dysphoria 
referrals in the last decade growing from under 
250 in 2011 to over 5,000 last year” (“NHS Warns 
Most Trans-Identifying Children Going Through 
‘Transient Phase,’” National Review, Oct. 24, 2022).

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/future-of-humanity/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/gender-dysphoria/treatment/
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In today’s society there is certainly no shortage of 
discussion about gender and what it means to be a 
man or a woman. 
The two words sex and gender used to be 

synonymous. But many today no longer think that’s 
the case. 

Activists and other cultural voices have succeeded in 
decoupling these two terms. This change in definition 
is due in part to the feminist theories of Simone de 
Beauvoir, Judith Butler and others and their impact on 
current progressivist thinking. 

Thus, sex is now the term that refers to the biological 
classification of a person as male or female, and 
gender is now defined as an identity—a personal, 
internal perception of oneself that is based on socially 
constructed roles, behaviors and customs. In other 
words, gender is now based on how someone feels.

This feeling definition of gender has opened the door 
to increasing numbers of people (particularly young 

people) who are identifying as something other than 
their biological sex.

But what does God’s Word have to say about gender?

What does the Bible say about gender?
As the Creator, God is quite clear in the book of 
Genesis about His intent for His created order—
particularly human beings. 

God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth” (Genesis 1:26). 

The account continues, “So God created man in His 
own image; in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them” (verse 27).

It is significant that God created humanity in His 
image. He further states that He chose to express 
this most important part of His creation as male 
and female. It is clear from the Word of God that His 
purpose was to fashion mankind biologically and 
physiologically as male and female. 

In the next chapter of Genesis God comments on 
the relationship between male and female—between 
husband and wife:

“And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable 
to him’” (Genesis 2:18).

The word comparable in verse 18 is translated from a 
Hebrew term that also means suitable, complementary 
and counterpart. This distinction is important, as it 

There was a time when sex and 
gender were synonymous. Things have 
changed—but have they changed for 
the better? What does the Designer say 
about gender?

What Does 
the Bible 
Say About 
Gender 
Identity?
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shows God’s intent to provide a partner, a mate of the 
opposite gender to help. Marriage was designed to 
be a complementary, supportive and interdependent 
relationship between two different genders of people to 
fulfill God’s purpose for humans.

“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on 
Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the 
Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, 
and He brought her to the man. 

“And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.’ Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:21-24).

As the designer of human life, God intended for 
a man and woman to commit to each other, come 
together in that commitment, have a complementary 
relationship (recognizing the unique strengths and 
abilities of each other), become one flesh and produce 
a family.

God’s design was straightforward and clear. 

Contrary to God’s created order
Confusing genders is something God says is wrong and 
is contrary to His created order. Deuteronomy 22:5 says, 
“A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a 
man, nor shall a man put on a woman’s garment, for all 
who do so are an abomination to the Lord your God.” 

This law was designed to maintain a clear distinction 
between the two genders God created. 

Cross-dressing and other examples of gender fluidity 
and transgender transitioning today are evidence of 
growing confusion, but ultimately, they reflect society’s 
rejection of God and His instructions and plan. 

God knows the negative results of this path, and 
while He loves those caught up in this tangled web, 
He hates the results. Twisting His pure creation and 
polluting His purpose (as humanity has done in so 
many ways) is simply wrong in the eyes of God. The 
Hebrew term translated as “abomination” is toebah—
something that is disgusting or wrong. It is not what 
our loving Designer intended.

From God’s perspective, when men and women 
embrace other-gendered expressions of identity, it is 
a shame or dishonor (1 Corinthians 11:14-15). While 

God clearly has allowed humanity to choose its own 
morality since the Garden of Eden, His intention 
is that we should glorify Him with our bodies (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20), which includes the manner in 
which He created human beings in His image—as male 
and female.

The increasing confusion about human identity 
(and thus the identity of the only beings made in the 
Creator’s image) has led to God’s purpose for humanity 
being fundamentally deconstructed. The long-term 
consequences for society and the human family are 
far-reaching. 

However, the real tragedy is the impact this chaos 
in defining sex, gender and the human family has 
on those individuals whose personal lives have been 
devastated in the process. 

Human beings are complex. And without having the 
direction and guidance of the One who created them, 
they will remain in a state of turmoil and confusion, 
having departed from the traditional purpose and role 
that men and women were created to enjoy.

Transcending gender confusion
Andrew T. Walker’s book God and the Transgender 
Debate provides some helpful thoughts:

In this confused world, which has departed from God 
and His instructions, every human being experiences 
the results of sin. Because of this, sometimes Christians 
have “to say ‘no’ to what they think they want or how 
they feel” (2017, p. 136). Instead, they choose to believe 
God knows what He is talking about.

Mr. Walker’s comments hit at the core of the issue. 
Those who believe the Bible come to the realization 
that not everything we want or feel is necessarily right 
or good. And given the track record of humanity—it 
generally isn’t.

Though we should show compassion to those who are 
confused and have a distorted perspective on gender, 
discerning Christians should lean on the unchanging 
design of our Creator when it comes to these basic 
issues of life instead of relying on the ever-changing 
views and definitions of the world around us. 

For related reading, see “Questions About Sex 
Answered by the Bible” and “The Divine Design of 
Family.”

—Doug Horchak Ph
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People have different 
ideas about the universe. 
What does the Bible say 
about why it exists? If 
God created everything 
for a purpose, what’s the 
purpose of creation?
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The 
Purpose  
of Creation

Since the launch of the James Webb Space 
Telescope on Dec. 25, 2021, humans have been 
seeing into space with greater clarity than ever 

before. But the amazing images we are seeing are 
evoking a variety of responses.

For some who have accepted the unproven theory 
that the universe came into existence on its own 
without God, there is an almost giddy excitement that 
we may now be on the brink of discovering life on 
other planets. If life on earth came about as a cosmic 
accident, then surely there must also be life on other 
planets, they reason. 

For those who believe that God created the heavens 
and the earth, as noted in the first sentence in the 
Bible (Genesis 1:1), photos from space evoke deep 
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respect for the majesty and power of the Creator. 
These people concur with King David, who stated: 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1, English 
Standard Version). 

They also agree with Paul, who wrote: “For since the 
creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead” (Romans 1:20). 

In other words, to these people, the invisible God’s 
existence is revealed by the visible things we see. His 
fingerprints are all over His creation.

Is the creation meaningless?
There is also a big difference in beliefs as to the 
purpose of the physical world around us. 

Those who reject God as the Creator and believe that 
the universe and life came about by accident conclude 
that the universe has no special meaning. Other 
than the survival of the fittest and adaptation to the 
environment, the universe is meaningless, they say. 

As evolutionist Richard Dawkins put it, “Natural 
selection, the blind, unconscious, automatic process 
which Darwin discovered, and which we now know 
is the explanation for the existence and apparently 
purposeful form of all life, has no purpose in mind” 
(The Blind Watchmaker: Why the Evidence of Evolution 
Reveals a Universe Without Design, 1996, p. 9).

The ramifications of this thinking include the belief 
that humans have no special distinction from other 
forms of life. 

This perspective leads to the conclusion that values are 
subjective and that humans might as well live however 
they choose, because this is the only life there is. The “eat, 
drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die” philosophy has 
been around for a long time and is even mentioned in the 
Bible (Isaiah 22:13; Luke 12:19; 1 Corinthians 15:32).  

What does the Bible say about 
creation’s purpose?
Romans 8:19 provides a succinct statement about why 
the material world exists: “For the earnest expectation 
of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the 
sons of God.”

According to this passage, the development of 
human beings into mature children of God is the 

purpose of the material world. God created the 
universe and the planet we live on as part of His plan 
to produce members of His family. 

Proponents of the scientific theory of intelligent 
design have shown the earth to be precisely designed 
and placed within the universe in order to sustain 
human life. For example, our planet has the perfect 
amount of gravity and is located in the spiral arms of 
the Milky Way galaxy, which provides safety. Read 
more about this in our article “Intelligent Design: Can 
Science Answer, Does God Exist?”

The indications of intelligent design in creation 
harmonize with the Bible’s explanation of its purpose. 
In short, the evidence points toward our planet being 
perfectly created and finely tuned for the support of 
life. 

Made in God’s image
An additional biblical explanation of the purpose of 
the creation is found in the earliest pages of the Bible. 
Here we find that God created man in His own image. 

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,  
and over the cattle, over all the earth and over  
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth’” 
(Genesis 1:26). 

Unpacking the meaning of this verse, we find that 
man, unlike any other form of life on our planet, was 
made in God’s image. Furthermore, man was given 
dominion—the responsibility of ruling—over all the 
earth. Simply put, man has a privileged rank on this 
uniquely designed planet.

Pondering the amazing position and desired destiny 
God has for humans, King David noted: “You have 
made him a little lower than the angels, and You have 
crowned him with glory and honor. You have made 
him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; 
You have put all things under his feet” (Psalm 8:5-6; 
compare Hebrews 2:5-8).

However, the opportunity to eventually be crowned 
with glory and honor, living in the same state of 
existence as God, is not just automatically given to 
every human. To fulfill the destiny God desires for 
each of us, we must respond to God through His Son 
Jesus Christ. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/is-there-a-god/intelligent-design/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/is-there-a-god/intelligent-design/
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As John explained, “But as many as received Him 
[Jesus], to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). 

Similarly, Peter taught, “There is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12).

Called, chosen and faithful
An angel, giving a vision to John, described those who 
will be with Jesus when He returns as “called, chosen, 
and faithful” (Revelation 17:14). 

These three words—called, chosen, faithful—describe 
steps or stages we must go through in order to fulfill 
God’s purpose for creating us. 

Called
The word translated “called” in this passage is the 
Greek word kletos, meaning “called, invited, in [the 
New Testament] called to privileges or function” 
(BillMounce.com Greek Dictionary). In the book 
of Romans, Paul used this word to describe God’s 
invitation to the people in Rome to be saints—those set 
apart as true Christians (Romans 1:6-7). 

Later in the same book, Paul wrote of those who 
love God as ones “who are the called according to His 
purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

This calling or invitation to be a saint of God is the 
beginning of a process that leads to becoming a spirit 
being in God’s eternal family. This invitation is offered 
via the preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom of 
God (Matthew 24:14), and it is being offered to many. 
As Jesus explained, “many are called, but few chosen” 
(Matthew 20:16; 22:14).  

Chosen
The word chosen in Revelation 17:14 comes from the 
Greek word eklektos, meaning “chosen out, selected; 
in NT chosen as a recipient of special privilege, elect” 
(BillMounce.com Greek Dictionary). The Greek word 
for church—ekklesia—is closely related to this word and 
comprises the people who are chosen.

This second stage of the “called, chosen, and faithful” 
process involves people choosing as well as God 
choosing. After hearing God’s call via the preaching 
of the gospel of the Kingdom of God, people choose 
whether they will respond. 

Christ’s parable of the sower in Matthew 13 
describes the varied responses people have to 
hearing the gospel of the Kingdom. In the parable, 
some seed doesn’t germinate. Other seed germinates, 
but doesn’t endure because it was planted in poor 
soil. Other seed germinates and grows, but is 
unfruitful because it is entangled in thorns. And, 
finally, there is seed planted in good ground that 
thrives and produces much fruit. 

Based upon the responses people have to hearing the 
gospel, God chooses those to whom He will give His 
Spirit. Acts 5:32 explains that God gives His Holy Spirit 
to those who obey Him. One of the biblical instructions 
we must obey in order to receive this gift from God is 
the instruction to repent of our sins and be baptized 
(Acts 2:38). 

Faithful
The third step in this process is the spiritual 
maturation that occurs as we prove ourselves faithful 
to God. Jesus said that His followers—the ones who 
choose to respond to the gospel and who are chosen 
by God to receive His Holy Spirit—would face 
adversity. “And you will be hated by all for My name’s 
sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved” 
(Matthew 10:22).

Hebrews 11 documents many trials and difficulties 
men and women of God faithfully endured. They are 
examples for us to do likewise as we face the challenges 
of living as Christians in an evil world (Hebrews 12:1; 
Galatians 1:4).

A new creation
Paul likened this spiritual developmental process to 
becoming a new creation. As he put it, “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 
5:17; compare Galatians 6:15). 

When we couple this concept with the earnest 
expectation of the creation waiting for the revealing 
of the sons of God in Romans 8:19, we come to an 
amazing realization: The creation of the physical world 
was brought into existence by God as a place for the 
spiritual development of humans. 

That is the purpose of creation!
For further study, see “Called and Chosen.” 

—David Treybig

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/the-church/called-and-chosen/


PRESENT YOUR 
BODIES A LIVING 
SACRIFICE
The apostle Paul instructed 
members of the church at 
Rome to “present your 
bodies a living sacrifice.” 
How is that possible, and 
what did Paul mean?

Long 
considered 
the most 

comprehensive 
treatment of 

theology in the New 
Testament, Paul’s 

epistle to the Romans 
explains everything 

from sin to 
salvation, 
and from 
justification 
to Israel’s 

place in the 
plan of God. The 

first 11 chapters  
are dedicated to  

these topics.
Chapter 12, however, begins 

with a big “therefore.” Paul 
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moves from theology, or “head knowledge,” to practical 
applications of that theology. In essence, he is telling the 
congregation at Rome that, because of the doctrine he 
has just laid out, they must live their lives differently.

What is so surprising is the wording of Paul’s first 
instruction: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service” (Romans 12:1).

Living sacrifices in a world of animal 
sacrifices
In a world full of religions practicing animal 
sacrifice, this statement would have appeared odd at 
best, but fanatical at worst. Since sacrificial animals 
were slaughtered at the altar, the idea of a living 
sacrifice would seem to contradict itself.

Before we can begin to understand the concept of a 
living sacrifice, though, we must come to grips with 
what makes a sacrifice a sacrifice. 

Cost is at the core of a sacrifice. A sacrifice entails 
giving up something, especially something precious. 

In its article “Offering and Sacrifice,” the 
Zondervan Expository Dictionary of Bible Words 
defines the living sacrifice of Romans 12:1 as 
corresponding to “the whole burnt offering of 
consecration.” For the person who gave a valuable 
animal to be completely burned up, this was a costly 
sacrifice. And, of course, from the perspective of the 
animal, it was the ultimate sacrifice. (Learn more 
about the sacrifices of the Old Testament in our 
online article “Types of Sacrifice in the Bible and 
What They Mean.”)

David understood that, to God, what is most 
important about a sacrifice is the heart—the 
motivations and intentions—of the person who 
makes that sacrifice. In his well-known psalm of 
repentance, David recognized that “the sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite 
heart” (Psalm 51:17).

So, then, what does it mean to “present 
your bodies a living sacrifice”?
Just before urging the Christians in Rome to present 
their bodies “a living sacrifice,” Paul reminded them 
of “the mercies of God.” The order here is important. 
The fact that mercy comes before these living sacrifices 

distinguishes them from the sacrifices of the world.
As noted in the Expositor’s Bible Commentary on 

Romans, “Whereas the heathen are prone to sacrifice 
in order to obtain mercy, biblical faith teaches that 
the divine mercy provides the basis for sacrifice as the 
fitting response” (Vol. 10, p. 127). It is because God gave 
His only begotten Son as a sacrifice to pay the penalty 
of our sins that His children should desire to become 
living sacrifices.

Another word in the passage, the Greek word logikos, 
warrants a closer look. It is not easy to translate into 
English, but has been translated as spiritual (English 
Standard Version), logical (Complete Jewish Bible) and 
true and proper (New International Version). In the 
King James and New King James Versions it appears in 
the expression reasonable service (Romans 12:1).

In essence, logikos carries with it the idea that “the 
sacrifice we render is intelligent and deliberate” 
(Expositor’s, p. 127). This intent distinguishes the living 
sacrifice of Christians from the sacrifices of animals.

The living sacrifice in Romans is a response to God’s 
mercy, and it involves the intent of the individual. 
What else does it mean to be a living sacrifice?

Living sacrifices and the great 
commandment
Being a living sacrifice is all-encompassing. It’s living 
by every word of God. It is putting God first. 

It can be summarized by what Jesus called the 
first and great commandment, to “love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37; study this more 
in our online article “Heart, Soul and Mind: Three 
Components in Loving God”).

This great commandment—paired with the other 
summary command, to “love your neighbor as 
yourself ” (verse 39)—guides Christians in a way of life 
that directs their every action and every thought. It’s a 
way of life of obeying, serving and sacrificing.

Living sacrifices and the perfect will  
of God
Consider Paul’s exhortation that we present our bodies 
as a living sacrifice in light of an important prayer of 
Jesus. This prayer was only hours before His crucifixion.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, shortly before Jesus Ph
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was arrested, He was “deeply distressed” (Matthew 
26:37). Knowing the manner of death He faced, He 
asked the Father, “If it is possible, let this cup pass from 
Me,” but quickly added, “nevertheless, not as I will, but 
as You will” (verse 39).

Jesus made this request three times with such 
passion that “His sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground” (Luke 22:44). 

Yet each time He concluded by yielding to the will of 
the Father.

When Paul urged the Roman Christians to “present 
your bodies a living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1) and to “be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind” (verse 2), 
he concluded his statement by explaining that after 
this transformation they could “prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

In both cases, sacrifice is connected to the ability and 
desire to yield to God’s will.

The unity that comes from presenting 
our bodies a living sacrifice
Romans 12 connects sacrifice, service and unity. After 
exhorting the Christians in Rome to “be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2), 
Paul admonished them not to think too highly of 
themselves (verse 3). Instead, they were to use their 
different gifts to serve the Church (verses 4-8).

Though Paul did not use the word unity in this 
passage, the concept is implied. This is especially 
true in verse 5: “So we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members of one another.” To 
be one body means to serve God and each other and 
live in unity.

You were called to present your bodies 
a living sacrifice
Paul was not the only apostle to understand how 
crucial sacrifice is for the Christian. Throughout 
the New Testament, we see references to sacrifice. 
Sometimes the terminology is a little different, but the 
idea is there.

For example, Peter reminded servants that they had a 
responsibility toward their masters. That responsibility 
did not go away when the masters behaved badly. 
Christian servants were to treat their masters—good or 
bad—with respect and dignity (1 Peter 2:18-20).

The sacrifice Jesus made was the rationale for Peter’s 
instruction. In fact, suffering is part and parcel of the 
Christian calling, according to Peter: “For to this you 
were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that you should follow His steps” (verse 21).

How can you present yourself a living 
sacrifice?
The Christian calling, though a gift of God, comes at a 
cost—it requires sacrifice. In a sense, we give up our lives 
to yield to God’s will, first, and to yield to one another, 
second. That is why we die a symbolic death at baptism.

This is critical for all of our relationships, whether 
with God, in our marriages, in our jobs, among our 
neighbors or in our churches. Some of the sacrifices are 
large. Some are small. Altogether, they add up to a life 
completely dedicated to loving God and loving others.

We must work to identify areas of our lives where 
we need to put to death our wrong habits and ways in 
order to develop the righteousness of Christ. Examples 
could include:
• Doggedly striving to overcome an addiction to 

harmful habits—alcohol, drugs, gaming, etc.
• Working hard to conquer pride and vanity—striving 

to be humble.
• Controlling the tongue—being more kind, 

thoughtful and loving in the way we speak. Not 
gossiping.

• Working to stop lying and become a truthful person.
Remember, a living sacrifice is a response to the 

mercy God has already shown us. So, it is altogether 
appropriate that we extend mercy to those around us. 
It is also a deliberate choice on our part.

Submission to God, of course, must come first. That 
is part of the first great commandment. Only within 
that context do we yield to our spouses, coworkers, 
neighbors and brothers and sisters in Christ.

Why is this so important?
God has created us and called us to become His 

children, to live in His family throughout eternity. But 
He will not just automatically do this for everyone. 
He is looking for people who are fully committed to 
His way of life. Those who present their lives to Him 
as living sacrifices are the ones who will be given this 
wonderful blessing.

—Bill Palmer
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“God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ.” This short statement 
in Acts 2:36 was the thrust of the piercing 

sermon Peter gave to the thousands who had crowded 
around him. 

The message was powerful, and so was the chord 
it struck with the listeners—“When they heard this, 
they were cut to the heart” (verse 37, emphasis added 
throughout). A casual observer would assume the 
audience’s response to Peter’s sermon was just pure 
grief, similar to how a movie audience might feel at the 
end of a Hollywood tearjerker. 

But God the Father was at work in their sobriety, 
directing a spiritual operation. He was initiating a phase in 
their lives that had the potential to lead them to eternal life 
in His Kingdom. But it required that they first be humbled.

Why should one be cut to the heart? Because an 
individual’s salvation hinges on it. 

What does it mean to be “cut to the heart”?
This is not just the kind of ache a person would feel if 
he or she saw an emaciated beggar desperate for food, 
or a frail elderly person who trips and falls, or a young 
kid who is treated like an outcast by his peers. It goes 
beyond the distress of seeing a miscarriage of justice or 
the abuse of power.

Being cut to the heart as described in Acts 2:37 is feeling 
the razor-sharp conviction of something you have:
• Personally caused.
• Are utterly ashamed of.
• Are ready to address.

It’s a reaction that has the potential to forever alter a 
person’s life trajectory. 

Some might refer to this as a “significant emotional 
event.” Morris Massey, the marketing professor and 
sociologist who is said to have coined the term, defines 
a significant emotional event as “an experience that is 
so mentally arresting that it becomes a catalyst for you 
to consider, examine, and possibly change your initial 
values or value system.” 

Some of these elements were undoubtedly present 
in the minds of those listening to Peter. His sermon 
caused his listeners to enter into a state of serious 
introspection, and they were coming to grips with the 
reality of their actions.

Just weeks earlier, a group—perhaps some of those 
in Peter’s audience—had demanded that Pilate execute 
Jesus even though he was determined to let Him go. 
They had yelled, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” (Luke 
23:21). And as their cries grew louder, the pressure 
on Pilate mounted, and he gave in to their demands. 
Meanwhile, the Son of God stood there silently like a 
lamb being led to the slaughter (Isaiah 53:7).

Through Peter’s sermon, the audience was learning 
the full weight of their actions. Peter showed them 
and us the truth: through our sins, we are responsible 
for the heinous crime of murdering Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah, who was God in the flesh. We are accountable 
for the crucifixion of the only perfect, good and 
innocent human being to have ever walked the planet. 

Those listening to Peter were understandably cut to the 
heart. They were mentally and emotionally torn to bits. 
They were beaten down and crushed. They knew not only 
that they had done wrong, but that they were wrong. It 
was a piercing form of regret they likely never forgot.

(To learn more about Peter’s sermon, one of the 
greatest ever given, read “The Sermon That Launched 
the Church.”)

Why are some cut to the heart?
But, before we get into the events that followed, we 
need to ask where this kind of reaction comes from. 

God can use two interacting variables to cause 
someone to be cut to the heart: knowledge and 
individual conscience.

Knowledge: The process begins in the mind. Feeling 
the weight of shame and guilt follows an awareness 

Peter’s sermon had an effect on thousands. 
How did he cause them to be cut to the 
heart? What importance does being cut to 
the heart hold for today?

Repentance
Being Cut to  
the Heart
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of what has happened and what one has done. In this 
case, Peter first communicated the knowledge to 
his listeners by explaining the events that had just 
taken place in Jerusalem. He explained how Jesus 
was the promised Messiah foretold in scores of Old 
Testament prophecies and was beaten and mocked and 
humiliated and ultimately crucified. Once the crowd 
“heard this”—when they mentally connected the dots—
they became painfully aware of what they had done. 

Conscience: But the second variable is equally 
necessary and can actually make or break the process. 
For the knowledge of Jesus Christ’s death to be 
effective, it needs to penetrate someone’s being through 
the doors of his or her conscience. However, only God 
decides when He will open those doors.

Since billions of people today have at least heard 
about Jesus Christ’s crucifixion but done little about 
it, it stands to reason that knowledge by itself does 
not automatically produce anything. It can be useless, 
like any other ordinary fact stored in the brain that 
someone can repeat.

In verse 41, we read that in Peter’s audience were 
“those who gladly received his word.” This implies 
that there were also those who did not. Since everyone 
heard the same message, it’s safe to assume that the 
knowledge made its way into everyone’s physical 
brains, yet only some people’s consciences were 
pricked. Only some were cut to the heart. 

Why? Because of God’s calling.
Jesus said, “No one can come to Me unless the Father 

who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44). Then, a few 
breaths later, He said it again, “Therefore I have said 
to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been 
granted to him by My Father” (verse 65). 

Notice how Paul emphasizes God’s hand in the 
calling process: “Or do you despise the riches of His 
goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing 
that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?” 
(Romans 2:4). 

God is the One who places people in various 
situations where they can hear the knowledge of the 
gospel, and then He softens their consciences enough 
to feel the sting of guilt for sin.

God Himself is responsible for why some are cut to 
the heart. 

For more information about why some are called 

now and some are not, read “Many Are Called, but Few 
Are Chosen.”

What can being cut to the heart 
accomplish in a person’s life?
Being cut to the heart should amount to more than 
a brief plunge in the pool of self-pity. Peter did not 
congratulate his listeners for how they felt about his 
sermon. He was aware of how somber they had become 
and strongly urged them to take action.

“Repent,” he said boldly, “and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins” (Acts 2:38).

In other words, the act of repentance goes beyond 
words and feelings. Experiencing a significant 
emotional event like being cut to the heart is not the 
main objective; it’s a stepping stone that paves the way 
for heartfelt repentance. 

To begin the process of salvation, a person must 
repent, and genuine repentance cannot occur unless 
he or she is first cut to the heart.

By responding to the call of repentance, the 
individual opens the door for God to transform his 
or her entire life. This involves changing our minds 
to conform to God’s mind. What follows is a lifelong 
journey of true conversion marked by the continual 
overcoming of sin and building of godly character.

Being cut to the heart can lead someone to take the 
first step of salvation.

To learn more about the process of salvation, read 
“What Is Salvation?”

Does God still work in the same way?
Here we are, some 2,000 years removed from the 
events of Acts 2. 

It goes without saying that no one today was present 
when Peter thundered, “This Jesus, whom you crucified.” 
But the “you” in his statement applies as much to every 
human being who has ever lived. Why? Because “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

Through His calling, God continues to bring more 
people to the point of being cut to the heart, so they 
can ask, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

For further study of the response God wants, see our 
online “How to Repent.”

—Kendrick Diaz

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/god-calling/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/god-calling/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/salvation/what-is-salvation/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/how-to-repent/


LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 19

Ph
ot

o:
 P

re
si

de
nt

.g
ov

.u
a

God warns of sudden destruction, yet many ignore the dangers and 
continue as though things were normal. How can you escape the 
terrible prophesied events?

When They Say, 
“Peace and Safety!” 
Then Sudden 
Destruction

Some voices are again warning of the possibility 
of sudden destruction. United Nations Secretary-
General António Guterres has said, “Humanity is 

just one misunderstanding, one miscalculation away 
from nuclear annihilation.”

Yet such warnings are generally put aside, as most 
people look for leaders who reassure them with the 
expectation of peace and safety instead.

Nuclear dangers
Secretary-General Guterres’ warning came on the heels 
of the escalating conflict between Russia and Ukraine. 
There are ever-increasing rumors that Russia will use 
tactical nuclear weapons to respond to interference 
from other powers in the war. You would think the 

specter of nuclear destruction would make using 
atomic weapons unthinkable. 

But it doesn’t. 
Russia continues to advance its nuclear arsenal by 

building the biggest nuclear weapon the world has 
seen, aptly called the “Satan-2” missile. Russia boasts 
that the missile can deploy 15 nuclear warheads, all 
directed at different targets. In its initial test run, the 
missile, which has hypersonic capabilities, flew the 
span of the Russian nation in only 15 minutes. 

This new weapon uses hypersonic glide technology, 
allowing the missile to change its flight path all 
along its trajectory, which could render current 
defenses useless. With such speeds and capabilities, 
it could enable Russia to destroy any single nation 
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in Europe, including Britain, with just one missile. 
And there could be little time to respond, perhaps 
two minutes for nations in Eastern Europe and six 
minutes for Britain. 

One of these missiles is bad enough, but Russia is 
planning to build 50 of them. 

Meanwhile, nuclear preparedness is being discussed 
in the United States again. The New York City 
Emergency Management Department has released 
a public service announcement with steps to take if 
there is a nuclear attack, and Newsweek has published 
an article titled “Best Place to Survive Nuclear War in 
the U.S.” 

Yet, despite these developments, our human nature 
can deceive us, and most people continue living as if 
nothing will happen. 

The apostle Paul warned that when people say 
“peace and safety!” we should watch out for “sudden 
destruction” (1 Thessalonians 5:3). 

Peace and safety?
We can take a page out of history. Before World War 
II, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain waved 
a piece of paper, declaring peace. Later that same day, 
he said, “For the second time in our history, a British 
Prime Minister has returned from Germany bringing 
peace with honour. I believe it is peace for our time. We 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Go home and 
get a nice quiet sleep.”

Chamberlain and many others in leadership at that 
time were either unable or unwilling to see the dangers 
that Adolf Hitler posed and instead chose to believe 
that war had been averted.

One year later, Germany broke the agreement, and 
Britain was at war. World War II brought immense 
destruction on Europe, so much so that $13 billion 
in U.S. Marshall Plan aid was needed to help rebuild 
Europe from its ashes. 

End-time events
Paul’s statement of “‘peace and safety!’ then sudden 
destruction” is in the context of end-time events 
of the Day of the Lord (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3). We, 
too, can easily deceive ourselves into thinking 
everything is okay and that the world will continue 
as it has been. 

The apostle Peter warns of “scoffers” in the last 
days who will mock the idea that Jesus will return, 
and instead say that things will continue as they 
are (2 Peter 3:3-4). So Peter warns us to be “mindful 
of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets” (verse 2).

The Bible warns of the suddenness of end-time events 
that will come upon the nations. Examples include:
• Jesus warns us to “watch” for the time of His coming, 

as it will come when we don’t expect and without 
warning, like a thief in the night (Matthew 24:42-44; 
compare Malachi 3:1).

• God says He will send enemies against His sinful 
people. The enemy will come “with speed, swiftly” 
and “as swift as the eagle flies” (Isaiah 5:24-26; 
Deuteronomy 28:47-50). 

• God has prophesied what will happen, and He 
will bring it to pass. When He does so, it will 
happen “suddenly” (Isaiah 48:3) and in a “moment” 
(Jeremiah 4:19-20). 

The collapse of nations will be due to mankind’s 
disregard for God’s laws. The prophet Isaiah likens our 
iniquities to a breach in a high wall that’s ready to fall 
at any moment (Isaiah 30:9-14). 

When people ignore their sins, they can have a false 
sense of security. For a look at these sins, see our online 
article “Why Is God Angry?”

False sense of security
Our modern scientific world can give us a false sense of 
security also. 

The prophet Daniel wrote of an increase in 
knowledge in the end times (Daniel 12:4). There is no 
doubt that there has been an explosion of knowledge 
today. The Internet has been the greatest vehicle for 
disseminating knowledge of all time. 

It is estimated that every two years, Internet and data 
usage doubles. We have access to knowledge at a click 
of a button. If you want to learn a new skill, language 
or trade, you can do much of it from your home.

The vast knowledge of scientific disciplines has 
made life less physically demanding and freed us 
from spending as much of our time in the mundane 
daily routines of survival. In affluent societies, we 
have access to fresh water from hot and cold taps 
instead of having to go to a well. We wash clothes with 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/america-in-prophecy/why-is-god-angry/
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the push of a button on the washing machine instead 
of at the riverbank. 

We don’t need to start a fire to cook food. We have 
supermarkets full of abundance and variety. We can 
make use of transportation to travel long distances or 
to have food delivered to our homes. 

It seems nothing imaginable is out of reach.
But there is a problem. Science has also led us to 

believe that there is no God, that humans are just 
evolved animals, and that there is no real purpose to 
life. Innovation has given us missiles and drones that 
can kill at the push of a button, even to the ends of 
the earth. 

Our vast knowledge has allowed us to manipulate 
the atom to unleash its power to destroy whole cities, 
and biological agents to spread diseases. It has given us 
the potential for such destruction and death that, Jesus 
warned, if God didn’t intervene, “no flesh would be 
saved” (Matthew 24:22). 

Why have our advancements improved both our 
standard of living and our ability to destroy ourselves?

Forgetting God
The increase in knowledge, which brings about an 
increase in the affluence of a nation, also often brings 
the problem of forgetting God. We become self-reliant 
and forget that it is God who gives us the “power 
to get wealth.” Instead we think, “My power and 
the might of my hand have gained me this wealth” 
(Deuteronomy 8:17-19). 

As with ancient Israel, so it is true with our nations 
today—the more we have increased, the more we have 
sinned against God, which will bring about curses and, 
eventually, our downfall (Hosea 4:7).

As knowledge has multiplied, truth has become 
more elusive than ever. The prophet Hosea recorded 
God’s warnings: “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge” and “because you have forgotten the law of 
your God, I also will forget your children” (verse 6).

Forgetting God is the reason sudden destruction 
will occur. 

Warning of complacency
The Bible warns of a complacent attitude that 
makes people think everything will continue as it 
normally does.

Jesus compared His return to the days of Noah and 
Lot. In those days, people ate, drank, married, traded 
with one another, planted and built to the very day of 
their destruction (Luke 17:26-30). They lived as though 
everything would continue, despite the problems of 
those societies.

Though their world was about to collapse, they 
continued on as if everything were business as usual.

In Noah’s day, the world was violent and corrupt 
because people’s minds were filled with evil thoughts 
(Genesis 6:5, 12-13). Their world seemed normal to 
them, as they had grown complacent. 

Jesus also warns us not to get caught up in being 
consumed with the “cares of this life” so that the end-
time events will not come upon us “unexpectedly” as 
they will come upon the entire world (Luke 21:34-35).

Watch and pray
The opposite of being complacent is being watchful 
and alert. 

The prophet Ezekiel saw a glimpse of the spirit world 
just before sudden destruction came upon Jerusalem. 
As the glory of God was leaving the temple, Ezekiel saw 
six angelic beings with lethal weapons and one among 
them with an inkhorn (Ezekiel 9:1-3). 

God told the angel with the inkhorn to go and mark 
those who “sigh and cry over all the abominations” 
that were being done around them. Then those with 
the deadly weapons were to slay the rest who didn’t 
receive this mark, who essentially were complacent 
about their sins and the sins of the people around 
them (verses 4-5, 9). 

We must go to God in prayer, sighing and crying 
over all the abominations around us. We are to watch 
world conditions and our attitudes as we diligently 
strive to make our spiritual “call and election” sure (2 
Peter 1:10). 

With these things in mind, we should be praying that 
we will be “counted worthy to escape all these things 
that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man” (Luke 21:36).

God has a wonderful future in store beyond the 
troubles of this age. Learn more about Jesus Christ’s 
return and how to prepare for it in our online article 
“You Need Some Good News.”

—Isaac Khalil

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/you-need-some-good-news/


22 DISCERN March/April 2023

Q:

Q:

Q:

A:

A:

A:

A n s w e r s  t o  Yo u r  B i b l i c a l  Q u e s t i o n s

Please can you tell me more about the 
Passover?

What is Ash Wednesday, and what is its 
significance?

You say that you will answer a question 
“the best you can.” Does that mean that 
some questions are unanswerable?

The New Testament Passover is the annual 
observance of the suffering and death of 
Jesus Christ as our Savior. 

Baptized members of the Church of God participate 
in the elements of the New Testament Passover, 
including foot washing (John 13:1-15) and taking the 

Like many other observances in 
mainstream Christianity today, Ash 
Wednesday cannot be found in the Bible 

because it’s simply not there.
If you do a Google search on “origins of Ash 

Wednesday,” you can find many sources that give 
the history of how and when it made its way into 
religious observance. For instance, a Christianity 
Today article from Aug. 8, 2008, states:

“Until the 600s, Lent began on Quadragesima 
(Fortieth) Sunday, but Gregory the Great (c. 540-604) 
moved it to a Wednesday, now called Ash Wednesday, 
to secure the exact number of 40 days in Lent—not 
counting Sundays, which were feast days. Gregory, 
who is regarded as the father of the medieval papacy, 
is also credited with the ceremony that gives the 
day its name. As Christians came to the church for 
forgiveness, Gregory marked their foreheads with 
ashes reminding them of the biblical symbol of 
repentance (sackcloth and ashes) and mortality: ‘You 
are dust, and to dust you will return’ (Gen 3:19).”

It took another couple of centuries before it 
became known as Ash Wednesday. Interestingly, 
several sources point out the close similarity 
between Ash Wednesday and ancient pagan 
practices. 

We have an article on our website related to Lent 
and Ash Wednesday that you may find interesting: 

Absolutely—there are some questions we 
would like to have answers to that the Bible 
simply is not definitive about. Even the 

prophet Daniel had questions that were not answered 
during his time (Daniel 12:8-9). 

We shouldn’t be afraid to say, “I don’t know” when 
God’s Word doesn’t give a clear answer to a specific 
question we have. At the same time, we should trust 
that God does give us answers to the questions we 
need to know the answers to. Scripture contains the 
answers we need in order “that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:17). 

It takes discernment to know the difference 
between what we need to know and what we want to 
know. It takes faith to trust in God’s wisdom when we 
find questions that are the latter.

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just 
as I also am known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). Answers to 
today’s “unanswerable” questions will one day come. 
What we’re left to ponder is, Do I know the answers to 
the questions He wants me to understand today?

If you have questions, submit them at  

LifeHopeandTruth.com/ask-a-question/

symbols of unleavened bread and wine, representing 
Christ’s beaten body and shed blood (Luke 22:19-20). 

These symbols remind us of the need to continue in 
our lives as Christians and to realize that it is only by 
the grace and mercy of God that we can have our sins 
forgiven and learn to overcome sins and temptations.

For more detailed information, see these online 
articles and look up the verses quoted:

• “What Is the Passover, and Why Is It Important?”
• “Passover in the New Testament.”
• “Passover: What Did Jesus Do for You?”
• “Passover and Forgiveness.”

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ask-a-question/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/passover/what-is-passover-why-important/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/passover/passover-new-testament/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/passover/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/forgiveness/passover-and-forgiveness/
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Q:

Q:

A:

A:

Is Passover the same as Unleavened Bread?

Why don’t you have more local churches?

Passover and the Days of Unleavened 
Bread are two separate and distinct 
festivals. The Bible introduces Passover as 

a one-day festival (Exodus 12:6-11; Leviticus 23:5) 
followed by the seven-day Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (Exodus 12:15-17; Leviticus 23:6-8). However, 
over time the entire period came to be lumped 
together and often called Passover, as it is still 
often called today.

Modern calendars may show Passover on the first 
day of Unleavened Bread, based on Jewish practice. 
However, we do not believe the Scriptures support 
the Passover being on the 15th day of the first month 
of the Hebrew calendar. In fact, there isn’t a single 
reference to the Passover that even mentions the 15th 
day of the month as being part of the observance. 

The term Passover is found in 73 verses in the New 
King James Version. Every reference to the Passover 
where a date is mentioned shows it taking place on 
the 14th day of the first month.

See “Passover and the Days of Unleavened 
Bread” on our website for a short description of 
both of these festivals, with links to articles that 
offer more.

We establish congregations once there are 
a sufficient number of members in an area. 
It is God who calls people to understand 

and respond (John 6:44), and we are happy to follow 
through, making disciples as Jesus commanded 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

“I will build My church,” Jesus said, “and the gates 
of Hades [the grave] shall not prevail against it” 
(Matthew 16:18). In other words, He promised that 
His Church would never die out. 

However, He also prophesied the rise of counterfeit 
churches throughout the ages (2 Corinthians 11:13-
15; Acts 20:29-30). In comparison to these other 
churches, His description of the original group 
of disciples proved prophetic, for He called them 
a “little flock” (Luke 12:32). The Church of God has 
always remained small in comparison to others, 
but Christ has kept His promise. His Church has 
survived, and it continues today.

Notice this excerpt from our article “What Is the 
Church?”:

Who calls someone to be part of God’s Church? 
The Lord adds to the Church those who are being 
saved (Acts 2:47). It is God, through Jesus Christ, 
who adds to His Church (John 6:44).

People cannot simply build a building and call it 
the church, as so many try to do. Rather, a person is 
called by God and answers that call, like a person 
answers a call on the phone. A true Christian is a 
person God has selected and “called out.”

The process isn’t simply “joining the church of 
your choice.” You cannot simply choose to join His 
Church—but must be called by God, through Jesus 
Christ, before making that commitment.

The rest of the article addresses many other questions 
regarding what the Bible says about the Church. 

To get to know more about the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association, visit the “Who We Are” page, 
which includes a link to our Fundamental Beliefs. We 
do have many congregations in about 50 countries 
around the world. The “Congregations” page on our 
cogwa.org website includes a full list of our locations.

“Mardi Gras: Should It Be on the Christian 
Calendar?”

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
does not celebrate Ash Wednesday, Lent or Easter 
because God does not command them. However, 
the Bible does list festivals that God says we are to 
keep. “And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak 
to the children of Israel, and say to them: “The feasts 
of the Lord, which you shall proclaim to be holy 
convocations, these are My feasts”’” (Leviticus 23:1-2).

It’s rather remarkable how the holy days and 
festivals of the Bible have been largely forgotten 
or ignored as they have been replaced by 
practices borrowed from other religions! Our free, 
downloadable booklet From Holidays to Holy Days: 
God’s Plan for You gives much more information.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/passover-unleavened-bread/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/passover-unleavened-bread/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/the-church/the-church/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/the-church/the-church/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/who-we-are/
https://cogwa.org/about/fundamental-beliefs
https://cogwa.org/congregations
https://cogwa.org/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/mardi-gras/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/mardi-gras/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
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When a Friend Leaves  
the Faith

He was Immanuel. He was the Messiah. He was 
the Hope of Israel. 

He was Lord, Master and Teacher—actively 
healing, modeling righteousness and teaching the 
gospel of the Kingdom of God.

He was bringing glad tidings of exceptionally good 
things—life-changing, engaging truths that reshaped 
His followers’ worldview.

And yet, even when Jesus was working miracles, 
John records, “Many of His disciples went back and 
walked with Him no more” (John 6:66). 

What?
Many walked with Him no more. 
This line thuds when read aloud. Many walked with 

Him—Immanuel, Messiah, Lord, Master, Healer and 
Friend—no more.

It is a plain statement of fact that is discomforting to 
absorb. How could this be?

Leaving the Church and falling away 
from the faith
Even now, some disciples stray from the faith—leaving 
the Church Jesus founded and its beliefs, practices 
and community—choosing, at least for the moment, 
to walk with Him no more. (Learn more about those 
biblical beliefs and practices in the booklet Where Is 
the Church Jesus Built?)

Some may say: 
• “I’m going to step away for a while. I’m just 

taking a break.”
• “I don’t feel like this is for me. I mean, not right 

now anyway.”
• “I don’t understand everything. And no one 

listens when I try to ask.”
• “I’ll still be a good person. This is what feels right 

for me.”
As Christians, how should we handle such layered, 

confusing and challenging circumstances? Let’s 
examine how we can best respond when others choose 
to walk with Him no more. 

To whom shall we go?
It is difficult—even unsettling—when a fellow Christian 
turns away from truth. An array of jumbled questions 
flood in: Why would he do this? What is she thinking? 
How could he not see where this path leads? What do I 
do now?

In just such a moment, Jesus asked the 12 disciples, 
“Do you also want to go away?” (John 6:67). Jesus 
prompted them to examine their hearts—to evaluate 
where they stood in relation to Him. 

Imagine Jesus—as our Lord, Master, Teacher and 
Friend—asking us the same question. “What about 
you? Do you also want to go away?”

How should we respond when friends leave the faith—when others drift away 
or choose to leave the Church Jesus founded and take a different path?

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/where-is-the-church-jesus-built
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/where-is-the-church-jesus-built
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Peter’s response was rhetorical: “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life” (verse 68). 

That’s the model for us. We can center our attention 
on our Lord and Teacher and commit our lives to 
those words of eternal life.

Walking by faith—oriented by truth—is a Christian’s 
duty. To meaningfully assist others, we need to 
ground our own spiritual house. When others stray 
from the faith, we must resolve to strengthen our 
spiritual underpinnings and connection to God.

Respond, don’t react
How should we respond? Learning that a friend or 
loved one is leaving the faith produces heightened 
emotions. 

These emotions can fluctuate from sadness and 
despair to anger and defensiveness. The fight-or-flight 
response can overwhelm our thinking. Some may take 
to social media to argue or blast the decision—or even 
the person. Others may just awkwardly try to ignore 
the person.

Neither reaction is helpful. Instead, we should pause 
and consider the goal. The desired long-term outcome 
is for the individual to restore his or her relationship 
with God. Choose to respond, not react.

Pursuing restoration: how to encourage 
someone to come back to church
Jesus highlighted restoration in the parable of the lost 
sheep (Luke 15:1-7). The shepherd pursues a sheep that 
strayed and restores it to the safety of the fold. 

James encourages, “Brethren, if anyone among you 
wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 
let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error 
of his way will save a soul from death and cover a 
multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20). 

Pursuing restoration requires that we involve God. 
Pray for wisdom and discernment on whether and 

when taking action is appropriate. Ask God for clarity 
on how best to proceed.

Restorative efforts can be made more effective by 
ascertaining why the person chose to depart, if he or she 
is willing to discuss the decision. There could be various 
reasons. Maybe it was a lack of understanding about 
some aspect of Scripture. Perhaps it was an overlooked 
offense or simmering disagreement with someone. 
Possibly an outside distraction such as a new job, a 
budding relationship or an activity or hobby altered 
the person’s priorities and clouded his or her judgment. 
Clarity can enable you to provide targeted assistance.

These tense situations can prove emotionally 
draining. Before taking action, consider seeking 
counsel (Proverbs 11:14). Talk to a pastor or other 
respected individual to plan a wise response. Sound 
advice can increase the likelihood that your actions 
will prove helpful.

Taking action when someone leaves 
the Church
What can we do then?

Our initial response is crucial. Avoid trite statements 
such as, “I just want you to be happy” or similar phrases 
that are incomplete or give the wrong impression. 
Instead, pray, meditate and study before responding.

Here are three constructive actions toward restoration:
1. Be a light.
Jesus adjures us to be the salt of the earth, the light of 
the world and a city on a hill (Matthew 5:13-16). You 
and I need to be shining examples of godly character 
in motion. For insightful tips, see the Christian Living 
section on LifeHopeandTruth.com. 

Your example may matter more than ever before. 
Someone who departs from the faith needs a vivid 
example to contrast with the world. Being a blameless 
example is especially important for young people who 
may be sensitive to perceived hypocrisy.Ph
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Live the character of Christ (Galatians 5:22-23; Colossians 
3:12-17; 1 Corinthians 13). Now is the time to ramp up your 
emphasis on applied Christianity. Be a visible beacon of 
truth, faith, humility, compassion and generosity. 
2. Keep the door open.
Promote restoration by being compassionately 
approachable. Consider the parable of the prodigal son 
(Luke 15:11-32). One son’s shortsighted, rash choices took 
him places he never intended to go. That is often the case 
when someone departs from the faith to pursue some 
temporary—and ultimately fleeting—priority. 

In the parable, the compassionate father was ready to 
embrace and restore the young man while he was “still 
a great way off” (Luke 15:20). 

We should evaluate the attitude we exude when 
someone stops walking with Christ. While we cannot 
make spiritual choices for others, we can communicate 
compassionate interest. 

Depending on the situation, we might do this by 
investing time, checking in via text or social media 
and conveying warmth and concern through phone 
calls. Where beneficial, we can set aside time to meet 
up to keep the door open.

Admittedly, this can be complex, especially 
in situations where a person is combative and 
argumentative. In such cases, Paul advises us to avoid 
“those who cause divisions and offenses” (Romans 
16:17). Verse 18 shows they have an attitude of hostility 
as they “do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech 
deceive the hearts of the simple.” 

Elsewhere we’re admonished not to “keep company” 
with those who reject godly living (2 Thessalonians 
3:14). Recognizing the degree necessary requires 
careful discernment.

These are not across-the-board directives to 
arbitrarily ignore anyone who leaves. Paul clarifies in 
the next verse. “Yet do not count him as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother” (2 Thessalonians 3:15). In 
other words, we must not hastily cut people out of our 
lives. While the relationship may change, many times 
we will be able to keep the door to restoration open. 

Elsewhere Paul directs, “You who are spiritual restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness” (Galatians 6:1). Like the 
father in the parable, an abiding concern and compassion 
for the individual should frame our approach. 

3. Support others.
These situations affect the entire community. Paul 
emphasized the interconnected nature of Christians 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-26). He explained, “If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it” (verse 26, New 
International Version). We should be connected 
enough to recognize pain and concerned enough to 
provide care.

Identify those acutely affected by the situation and 
offer them encouragement. Parents, spouses, children 
and friends often face the brunt of emotional pain in 
such circumstances. This can be a confusing time—
especially for young people or family members. Be 
alert to others who need reassurance or who have 
unanswered questions that need to be resolved. 

We share a responsibility to guide, shield and 
encourage those who continue walking with Christ. 
There is a duty to “bear one another’s burdens” 
(Galatians 6:2). Absorbing the loss of a brother or sister 
in the faith is traumatic. We need to encourage, uplift 
and support those who remain faithful. 

Walking with Him—again
We should also take heart. After all, hope abides  
(1 Corinthians 13:13).

Jesus summarized the parable of the lost sheep: “I say 
to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just 
persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7).

Where there is potential for joy, there is so much hope. 
Did any of those disciples who stopped walking 

with Jesus later have a change of heart? I hope so. I 
have known friends and acquaintances who resumed 
walking with God after a period of wandering. While 
some carried unfortunate scars, they found peace and 
restoration through repentance and reconciliation. 

Jesus is Immanuel, Messiah, Lord, Master, Teacher, 
Healer and Friend. Walk with Him and encourage 
others to walk with Him as well.

 — Jason Hyde

Suggestions welcome
If you’d like to suggest a topic for a future edition of 
“Christianity in Progress,” you can do so anonymously 
at lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas/


If you had to spend all night gnawing on tree trunks, 
your teeth would be in shambles before long. They’re not 
designed to hold up under that kind of abuse—which is 
fine, because no one needs that much fiber.
Beavers are a different story. God designed their teeth to 
be the perfect instruments for carving through lumber. 
Beaver teeth are constantly growing, just like the hair 
on your head. This keeps them from being reduced to 
useless nubs. 
But that’s not all—their incisor teeth are extra strong. The 
enamel on the front of their teeth is infused with iron, 
so while the beaver chews, the softer back part of the 
incisor wears away first and sharpens the leading edge 
like a chisel.

But God gave beavers more than just the perfect 
hardware for the job; He also gave them an instinct for 
engineering. By making the right cuts in the right places, 
beavers prepare trees to fall precisely where they want 
them—into the water where they can be easily added to 
a growing dam or lodge. 
The dams themselves are nothing to sneeze at either. 
The longest known beaver dam is twice the length of the 
man-made Hoover Dam—and visible from space!

Pictured: North American beaver (Castor canadensis)

Photo by James Capo

Text by Jeremy Lallier and James Capo

Beavers—Built for Building

Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation
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A fter the wedding in Cana, Jesus traveled south 
to Jerusalem to observe the Passover festival. 
But this trip to Jerusalem would be anything 

but routine.
Upon entering the temple complex, He encountered 

a disturbing scene. Instead of seeing a place of 
dignified worship, He found the outer court of the 
temple being used as a livestock market and for 
currency exchange.

What was happening and how did Jesus react to it? 
What can we learn from His reaction?

What exactly was happening at the 
temple?
Here’s how John described the scene: “And He found in 
the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, 
and the money changers doing business” (John 2:14). 

Why were they selling animals?
When people visited the temple, they would bring 

animals for the priests to sacrifice on their behalf (as 
outlined in Leviticus 1).

Those who traveled from far distances or didn’t 
own animals would have to purchase an animal in 

Jerusalem in order to offer a sacrifice. 
That wasn’t a problem. The problem was how and 

where this was being done.

A corrupt system in the temple
The temple was run by the priests. These leaders 
had put in place a corrupt system that benefited 
themselves and the vendors.

The priests justified this system by using the biblical 
requirement that the animals be “without blemish” 
(Leviticus 1:3, 10). People could be assured that their 
offering would be accepted only by buying an animal 
that was already inspected (certified, if you will) from 
a temple vendor.

This gave the temple vendors a virtual monopoly on 
sacrificial animals, allowing them to hyperinflate the 
prices and exploit the people. A portion of these profits 
was finding its way into the priests’ pockets.

Why were moneychangers in the 
temple?
To make the matter worse, only a certain kind of 
currency was accepted in the temple. This was done 

Jesus’ confrontation with the moneychangers in the temple is well-known. But 
why did He cleanse the temple? What can we learn from His actions?

Jesus Cleanses 
the Temple

Walk as He
Walked
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based on Exodus 30:13-16, which specified using 
shekels in the sanctuary. It was also probably done 
in the name of keeping the temple undefiled by 
Roman coins, which bore the images of emperors  
or gods. 

But, in actuality, the system was rigged for profit.
When travelers entered the temple complex, they 

had to pay the moneychangers “exorbitant exchange 
rates” to trade their Roman coins for temple coins 
(The New Bible Commentary: Revised, p. 935). This 
enriched the moneychangers and, undoubtedly, the 
priests as well.

Disrespect toward the gentiles
Herod’s temple complex had courtyards for different 
groups of people. Closest to the temple was a 
courtyard for the priests. Outward from that were 
courtyards for men of Israel, for women of Israel, and 
for gentiles. Because the courtyard of the gentiles was 
accessible to everyone, it was the biggest and busiest 
part of the temple.

So the animal marketplace was set up in this area.
This was a statement of how little the Jewish 

authorities valued gentile worshippers and even God’s 
purpose for the temple. The priests and Jewish vendors 
had no qualms about making the gentiles’ courtyard 
into a chaotic marketplace—filled with all the sights, 
sounds and smells of animals and all the chatter and 
racket of commerce.

It was a visual representation of how little they 
thought of everyone who wasn’t Israelite by blood.

(More historical details about the temple and the 
court of the gentiles can be found in chapter 4 of 
Merrill Tenney’s New Testament Survey and in book 3, 
chapter 5 of Alfred Edersheim’s The Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah.)

Jesus became angry at what He saw
Because the environment was tainted by shady 
business practices and prejudice against non-Jews, it 
made reverent prayer and worship very difficult.

The entire scene moved Jesus to indignation.
“When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them 

all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and 
poured out the changers’ money and overturned the 
tables” (John 2:15).

Yes, Jesus physically removed the vendors and the 
animals and overturned the tables of those who were 
overcharging the people.

Was Jesus’ response justified?
Did Jesus’ response contradict His teachings on loving 
our enemies and avoiding violence (Matthew 5:9, 22-
25, 44-45)? Was Jesus guilty of vandalism?

Let’s first address the question of violence.
Notice the account says nothing about Jesus 

striking people with the whip. He used the whip to 
drive the animals toward the exits. Various forms of 
whips are still used to move livestock today. Jesus 
“drove them all out”—but did no physical harm to 
anybody. Jesus was not physically violent and taught 
His disciples to reject violence (Matthew 26:51-52; 
Luke 9:55-56).

Second, Jesus’ anger was focused on the situation. 
He did not show hatred against people. Jesus, and 
other biblical writers, clearly taught that hateful wrath 
toward others is sinful (Matthew 5:22; James 1:20).

But the Bible doesn’t teach that all anger is evil.
We are also told to be “slow to anger” and to avoid 

“the anger of man” (James 1:19-20, English Standard 
Version). The anger of man is often driven by hatred 
and a lack of self-control (Proverbs 29:11). This was not 
the kind of anger Jesus had.

The Bible records many examples of God being 
angry. But the target of God’s anger is sin and injustice—
especially when that sin corrupts His intent for 
something. God’s anger is slow, controlled and always 
based on perfect knowledge. Human anger is often 
easily provoked, out of control, driven by selfishness 
and usually based on incomplete understanding.

Jesus’ anger as He viewed this shameful scene was 
righteous anger. He had perfect discernment of the 
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depth of the corruption, the real motives of those 
involved and the damage it was doing.

Notice what He said: “Take these things away! Do 
not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise!” 
(John 2:16). His anger was directed toward the 
corruption of God’s purpose for the temple.

The corruption of God’s purpose for  
the temple
Three years later, Jesus faced a similar scene at the 
temple and called out the core problem: “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of thieves’” 
(Mark 11:17, emphasis added throughout).

The temple was to be a house of worship, prayer and 
education—accessible to both Jews and gentiles.

God intended the temple to be a shining beacon 
of His way of life to all nations—in line with His 
original purpose that Israel be a model to all nations 
(Deuteronomy 4:5-8). The priests were responsible for 
maintaining an environment conducive to that.

But they had gotten off track by treating the gentiles 
with contempt, embracing corruption and making a 
mockery of God’s temple.

Jesus’ righteous indignation was completely justified.

Was Jesus a vandal?
But did Jesus have the right to do this? Was it 
vandalism?

Jesus was God in the flesh. He was literally the One 
who communicated the purpose and design of the 
tabernacle to Israel on behalf of the Father. When the 
first and second temples were completed, they were 
dedicated to the God of Israel (1 Kings 8; Ezra 6), the 
One who became Jesus Christ. It was the “house of 
God”—not of Israel or the priests. (To learn more, read 
“Jesus in the Old Testament?”)

Jesus Christ had every right to clear His Father’s 
house of this sacrilegious mess. If anyone was guilty of 
vandalism, it was the priests and moneychangers for 
what they were doing there.

Lessons from Jesus’ cleansing the temple
What can we learn from this situation? Here are two 
lessons:
1. We must have zeal. After witnessing this entire 

scene and what Jesus did, we are told what came to the 
disciples’ minds: “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me 
up” (John 2:17). Jesus’ bold response was driven by His 
zeal—His passion and deep concern for the things of 
God. Jesus’ entire life was driven by His mission and 
purpose (John 4:34).

Like Christ, we are to be zealous for the things of 
God—His Word, truth and way of life. We are also 
to be zealous in seeking repentance and growth 
(2 Corinthians 7:11; Revelation 3:19). We are to be 
“fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” (Romans 12:11).

However, we must also be careful to avoid an 
unbalanced zeal for the wrong things (Romans 10:2; 
Philippians 3:6).
2. We can’t imitate everything Jesus did. The entire 
premise of this series is to emphasize the need to 
imitate Jesus Christ. But we must also understand 
that there are some areas of His life that we can’t fully 
imitate. This specifically applies to actions He took in 
His unique role as Messiah and God in the flesh.

He had the authority to forcefully clear the temple 
because it was His Father’s temple. When we see 
corruption and evil in today’s world, we don’t have the 
authority and right to respond exactly as He did in 
this situation. This isn’t our world (John 18:36). 

The lesson Christ taught in cleansing the temple 
isn’t that we should forcefully deal with corruption 
wherever and whenever we see it. We must trust God 
to avenge evil and injustice (Romans 12:19; Hebrews 
10:30). Notice that Jesus didn’t involve His disciples in 
clearing the temple. He did it Himself. They stood by 
and watched. 

Just as they watched their Master zealously deal 
with this problem, we must also rely on our Master’s 
intervention to fix the evils of this world. He will 
ultimately do that when He returns to zealously 
establish His Kingdom on this earth “with judgment 
and justice” (Isaiah 9:7).

The lesson for us today: We must be zealous in the 
area of life that we have control of—ourselves. We 
can follow Jesus’ example by being zealous for God, 
diligently studying His Word and striving with all our 
might to live a righteous life (Titus 2:14).

So be zealous and . . . 
Walk as He walked. 

—Erik Jones

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/christ-was-the-god-of-the-old-testament/
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Spending a few days at the base of an active 
volcano can focus one’s thoughts.

The sky glowed red in the Mediterranean 
night. A shiver of foreboding rippled down my spine 
as we stared at the eerie heavens and the massive 
triangular shadow underneath. Clouds reflected the 
light of bubbling lava in the cone of the highest, most 
active volcano in Europe: Mount Etna. 

On the east coast of the Italian island of Sicily, 
this 11,000-foot mountain is constantly active, with 
frequent eruptions, sometimes lasting for more than 
five years! It has produced lava fountains half a mile 
high and has shot lava bombs into the surrounding 
area. The ash clouds of some eruptions are of such a 
scale they have been photographed from space. 

Etna was formed at the convergent boundary, 
where the African tectonic plate is slipping under the 
Eurasian plate. This tectonic activity along the east 
coast also causes earthquakes and tsunamis, which 
have killed thousands of people over the centuries.

Living on the edge
Living around Etna is not without danger. Yet there 
are still numerous towns around its base. Catania, 
founded by Greeks nearly 3,000 years ago and sitting 
on the coast just south of the volcano, has a population 
of over a million in its metropolitan area. 

Ski stations have been built on the volcano’s flanks, 
usable a few months each winter—when they haven’t 
been consumed by lava flows. Skiers are thrilled to 
slalom on an active volcano that often rumbles, gazing 
out over the Mediterranean as they go. Each time the 

lifts and stations are destroyed, they are rebuilt, as are 
other mountainside structures.

Inhabitants have grown accustomed to the risk. But, 
in spite of advances in modern volcanology, people 
are still surprised and killed or injured. In 1987 two 
tourists were killed by a sudden explosion near the 
summit. In 2017, 10 people, including a BBC news crew, 
were injured. 

People near Etna must be alert to warning signs of 
possible eruptions: tremors, fissures, unusual changes. 

Pay attention to the volcano! Don’t become 
complacent. 

Complacency, the opposite of wisdom
The Bible warns against becoming complacent toward 
spiritual dangers and of ignoring spiritual principles 
that allow us to safely navigate life. Underscoring the 
importance of seeking wisdom, the Proverbs state: 
“For the turning away of the simple will slay them, 
and the complacency of fools will destroy them; 
but whoever listens to me [wisdom personified] will 
dwell safely, and will be secure, without fear of evil” 
(Proverbs 1:32-33).

Some people drift through life without much 
thought about seeking wisdom—sometimes without 
much thought at all. But seeking wisdom, the practical, 
creative application of knowledge and understanding, 
can save us from spiritual (and sometimes physical) 
injury, even death. 

Applying wisdom, the Bible says, offers great 
advantages: safety, security, avoiding evil. The 
Proverbs are a book devoted to teaching wisdom. We 
should study it. The Bible also shows wisdom is a gift of 
God (1 Corinthians 12:8). We should urgently request 
it in prayer.

I will never forget my few days around Mount Etna. 
I hope I never forget that complacency is the opposite 
of wisdom.

Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

Pay Attention to the Volcano!
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https://twitter.com/JoelMeeker


Introducing a new podcast from Life, Hope & Truth.

The Bible is full of passages that 
can change your life forever. 
Join us as we discuss 
the profound truths and 
encouraging promises of God’s 
inspired Word—verse by verse.

Listen or subscribe today!
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New episodes are available Monday, Wednesday and Friday in 
your favorite podcast player.
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