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Please check all the boxes that apply to this 
statement: Because I have faith in the following, I 
have great hope for the future of humanity.

 � The United Nations.
 � Great politicians.
 � Democracy (or socialism, communism, whatever—

your choice).
 � Military peacekeeping.
 � World religions.
 � Secularism.
 � Scientific and technological advances.
 � Economic parity ending poverty.
 � Global education.
 � Conservatism.
 � Liberalism.
 � Growing tolerance.
 � The goodness in people.
 � None of the above.

The missing box
If those were our only options for guaranteeing our 
future, I would feel pretty hopeless for our chances 
of steering a course to a much better world ahead. A 
world of peace, love, justice, equality, unity—qualities 
of life for which we all yearn—is becoming increasingly 
difficult to even picture as a possibility.

If you feel that hope for humanity is slipping away like 
sand between your fingers, you’re not alone. But there is 
something to grab onto, an option not listed above. Let’s 
offer it by the same title as our lead article in this issue:

 � The Millennial Reign of Christ.

Whatever happened to this concept?
I realize a lot of the nonreligious would laugh at that, 
but it’s rather amazing that many religious folks 
quickly dismiss it too. Why?

The promised coming Kingdom of God on the 
earth is arguably the most consistent theme in all of 
prophecy, both in the Old and New Testaments. The 
Israelites and Jews carried that hope for centuries 
preceding Jesus’ time, as did the Christians in the 
early New Testament Church. They dreamed of that 
day, and that dream of a new world coming both 
inspired them to greatness and carried them through 
some of their lowest times of life.

However, within just a few centuries after Jesus’ 
death, this core belief—along with so many others—
was swept into the dustbin, replaced with man-made 
philosophies and interpretations. You will see in the 
article how, and why, such a clear biblical concept 
became so muddied that it essentially disappeared 
from view in religious circles.

What was the effect? What happens when people lose 
the vision that God had sown through His prophets 
of the new world to be ushered in with Christ’s return 
to this earth? I would submit that the loss of hope has 
been one of the greatest casualties!

Recapture lost vision, recapture hope!
Last year we published one of our most important 
booklets, The World to Come: What It Will Be Like. It offers 
an in-depth examination of the hundreds of scriptures 
that reveal the vision of Christ’s coming millennial reign. 
In it you can discover the truth about Christ’s return, His 
new world government, how He’ll rebuild society from 
the ground up, how His law will transform all mankind, 
how He will repair the earth’s physical environment, and 
even what lies beyond the Millennium. 

The scriptural evidence is overwhelming, and what it 
reveals may be stunning to see! How has this not been 
taught? It’s how God’s plan for humanity will continue 
to unfold! 

So, what does this mean for you? Hope! Hope that is 
concrete and life-changing because it is God’s Word, His 
plan, His promises, His love for humanity and His truth! 

Humanity has already put its best offers on the table—
have any proven capable of giving any realistic hope for 
our future? It’s time to revisit the original concepts God 
laid out before they were 
distorted and disappeared. 
Start with this issue, then 
download our free booklet. 
Discover a marvelous new 
way of seeing the future—
there is hope for humanity in 
the coming millennial reign 
of Jesus Christ!

Clyde Kilough
Editor

Rediscovering Hope for Humanity

CONSIDER
THIS

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/world-to-come-booklet


Will Jesus Christ return to rule over the nations of 
this world, or are the prophecies of a messianic 
kingdom only symbolic of a spiritual reality?
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The term Millennium is derived from the Latin 
word mille, meaning thousand. In the Bible it is 
associated with Revelation chapter 20, where it 

states that faithful saints will reign with Christ for “a 
thousand years” (verses 4, 6). Though the definition 
of Millennium is easily understood and its scriptural 
reference is well-known, the exact nature of this 
millennial Kingdom has been very much debated. 

What exactly does the Bible teach about Christ’s 
millennial reign?

Ideas about the Millennium
Views of what Bible prophecy and specifically 
Revelation 20 are saying fall into three main categories. 
• Amillennialists do not believe in a literal millennial 

kingdom on earth and generally interpret the 
prophecies as referring to the symbolic rule of a 
spiritual kingdom. Theirs has been the prevailing 
view since the fifth century.

• Postmillennialists believe that the Millennium will 
be established by the global spread of the gospel 
and the rise in Christian holiness in the earth. They 
believe that once that perfection is in place, Jesus 
will return.

• Premillennialists believe Jesus will personally 
return to establish His Kingdom and inaugurate a 
literal 1,000-year reign over the nations. 

But what do the Scriptures say about the Kingdom 
ruled by Christ? Can we arrive at a level of certainty 
about the Millennium?

Early Church beliefs about the 
Millennium and the Kingdom of God
The belief in a literal Kingdom of God with Christ 
ruling over the nations following His return to the 
earth was the commonly held understanding of the 
early Christian Church. 

The disciple Nathaniel answered Jesus on one 
occasion and said, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!” (John 1:49). Pilate asked Jesus 
if He was a king, and Jesus answered that becoming 
a king was the reason He was born (John 18:37). That 
the Messiah was King as well as Savior was a common 
understanding in the Church (Acts 17:7).  

Even in the second century, Justin Martyr, the 
famous apologist and philosopher, believed that 

belief in the Messiah’s reign on the earth was 
essential to orthodoxy. “I and others who are right-
minded Christians at all points are assured that there 
will be a resurrection of the dead, and a thousand 
years in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned, 
and enlarged, [as] the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah 
and others declare” (Justin Martyr, Dialogue With 
Trypho, chapter 80). 

However, after about A.D. 400, premillennialism was 
no longer accepted by the majority who considered 
themselves Christians. Even the influential Catholic 
theologian Augustine of Hippo, who had initially 
adopted premillennialism in his early days, later 
rejected it (Henry C. Sheldon, History of Christian 
Doctrine, 1886, Vol. 1, pp. 146, 282). 

Augustine’s book The City of God was a significant 
factor in establishing amillennialist thought in 
Christendom. He wrote: “Therefore, the Church even 
now is the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of 
heaven. Accordingly, even now His saints reign with 
Him” (The City of God, XX, 9).

A literal interpretation of Scripture was being 
replaced by a more allegorical view of the kingdom on 
earth. The longstanding Roman disdain for anything 
Jewish also contributed to this drifting away from 
apostolic doctrine and the idea that our Savior is a 
King (Luke 1:32). 

So, over time a shift away from believing in a literal 
Kingdom resulted in mainstream Christianity losing 
sight of Christ reigning on earth. The prevailing  
view considered the Christian community to be the 
new Israel, to the exclusion of national Israel, and 
Christ was said to be reigning on the earth through 
the Church. 

A future Millennium?
What does the Bible say about the return of Christ and 
His reign on the earth?

Daniel interpreted a dream for King 
Nebuchadnezzar in which God revealed the rise and 
fall of four major empires: Babylon, Greece, Persia and 
Rome. But this revelation from God extended beyond 
the fall of Rome, all the way to what the Bible calls the 
latter days (Daniel 2:28). In other words, prophecies 
found in Daniel covered events through the end of 
this age (Daniel 8:17, 19; 11:35, 40; 12:4, 9).Ph
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Daniel 2:44 reveals, “And in the days of these kings 
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” 
God is going to set up a kingdom that will seize 
administration of the earth from these flawed, self-
destructive, human-led governments. 

Jesus’ own disciples asked Him when this Kingdom 
would come on the earth and what would be the 
sign that it was near (Matthew 24:3). Jesus then gave 
instruction about what to watch for. He said His return 
would be visible and dramatic: “Then the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory” (verse 30).

Government of God
The Kingdom of God will be regulated by His righteous, 
spiritual laws. Those laws show who God is and how 
He thinks and what He wants us to do—for our good. 

God’s government is now at work in His Church 
(Matthew 16:19; Ephesians 4:11-12), where the saints 
keep God’s laws and have them written in their hearts 
(Hebrews 8:10). Jesus Christ, who has been given all 
authority from His Father, is the Head of the Church 
(Ephesians 1:22). 

The Church operates under the authority of the 
Kingdom of God, while the rest of the world is still 
controlled by authorities in the various nations. But, it’s 
important to distinguish the difference between being 
under the government of God’s Kingdom and being the 
Kingdom. The Church, though led by Christ, is not the 
Kingdom of God. But it does represent that Kingdom as 
a forerunner. God’s people today are ambassadors that 
proclaim and model that coming Kingdom. 

Daniel 2:44 is a prophecy about how God’s one 
righteous government will prevail, not just in one 
nation or in the Church, but throughout all the earth.

Old and New Testament prophecies 
about the Millennium
That the Messiah—the Anointed One, the Christ—will 
literally reign on the earth is confirmed by many Old 
Testament prophecies. 

Micah 4:1-4 is a classic millennial prophecy: “Now it 
shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; 
and peoples shall flow to it. Many nations shall come 
and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach 
us of His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ For 
out of Zion the law shall go forth, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. 

“He shall judge between many peoples, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore. 

“But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his 
fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid; for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.”

This is not an allegory; it describes real nations. 
Zechariah 14:18 shows what will happen if a nation 

stubbornly refuses to accept the new King of the earth 
and God’s way of life at that time: “If the family of 
Egypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have 
no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the 
Lord strikes the nations who do not come up to keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles.”

In Matthew 25:31 Jesus comments on His return to 
the earth from heaven: “When the Son of Man comes 
in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then 
He will sit on the throne of His glory.” A ruler or 
king sits on a throne for one reason—to administer a 
government. Jesus will be overseeing physical nations 
(verse 32). The continuous cycle of wars and rumors of 
wars and repeated political turmoil will finally come 
to an end under the government of God on earth. 

The book of Revelation centers around Christ’s 
glorious return to the earth. It harmonizes with the 
rest of Scripture in showing Jesus ruling over the 
physical nations of the earth.

“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were 
loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!’” 
(Revelation 11:15).

Revelation 20:1-6 is the section of Scripture where 
we find multiple references to the millennial reign of 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/christian-living/ambassadors-of-christ/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/christian-living/ambassadors-of-christ/


Christ on earth. It follows chapter 19, which describes 
Jesus’ triumphant return to earth to establish God’s 
government. 

Your part in the Kingdom
The Kingdom of God will not be governed by carnally 
motivated men, but by a righteous King and those who 
assist Him. 

Daniel records, “I was watching in the night visions, 
and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and 
they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was 
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be 
destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14). 

Jesus Christ will be assisted in His righteous rule by 
the resurrected “saints of the Most High” (verses 22, 27). 

This is also shown in the book of Revelation.
“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 

resurrection. Over such the second death has 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years” 
(Revelation 20:6).

Who are the saints?
Who are these “saints” that will rule with Christ in His 
coming Kingdom? 

They are ordinary people who have responded to a 
special calling (2 Timothy 1:9), and who have submitted 
their lives to God’s righteous, loving government 
and His spiritual laws. The life they live is not void 
of imperfection, but they strive to be subject to the 
guidance of God’s Spirit (Galatians 2:20), repenting 
when they fall short (1 John 1:9). 

The Bible shows that God is calling people now to 
be a part of this spiritual family that will rule with 
Christ (Acts 2:21). If you are coming to have a better 
understanding of God, His plan and His government, 
then that may indicate that God is now extending to 
you a special invitation to be a part of the Kingdom of 
God. What will you do with this invitation? 

Study what the Bible says about how to respond to 
God’s calling in our booklet Change Your Life.

 —Jim Servidio

God’s seven festivals (Leviticus 23) 
celebrate His plan. The four festivals that 
occur in September and October outline 
the future, including the Millennium. 
Here are the meanings of these biblical 
festivals:

The Feast of Trumpets pictures the 
return of Jesus Christ to earth to establish 
the Kingdom of God (Revelation 11:15).

The Day of Atonement symbolizes the 
binding of Satan so humans will no longer 
be deceived by him and the demons 
(Revelation 20:1-3). This act prepares 
the world for what the next holy day 
represents.

The Feast of Tabernacles, which lasts for 
seven days, pictures the 1,000-year reign 
of Christ on earth. During this Millennium, 
the saints will serve as kings and priests 
assisting Christ in teaching humans God’s 
way of life (Revelation 5:10). During this 
time of peace, humans will be healed of 
diseases (Isaiah 35:5-6), and the earth 
will become abundantly productive 
(verses 1-2). This celebration will continue 
to be observed during the Millennium 
(Zechariah 14:16).

The Last Great Day represents another 
period of time after the Millennium in 
which all humans who have ever lived 
without full knowledge of God’s way of 
life will be resurrected to a physical life. 
The festival meaning includes the fact 
that these people will then be instructed 
in God’s way and given an opportunity to 
respond (Ezekiel 37:14; Matthew 12:41-42).

(Source: “Festival Meaning: What Are the 
Meanings of Each of God’s Festivals?”)

FOUR FEASTS  
ABOUT THE FUTURE
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In teaching His disciples how to pray, Jesus explained 
that these intimate opportunities to address God 
should most often be done in private. He also taught 

that our prayers should come from our hearts, using our 
own words rather than repeating a specific prayer with 
the exact same words time after time (Matthew 6:5-8). 

To help His disciples know what to pray about, 
Jesus also provided a model prayer outlining 
important subjects to include. This model prayer—
found in Matthew 6:9-13—is commonly referred to as 
the Lord’s Prayer.

It is important for us to note that Jesus did not intend 
for us to repeat the exact words of this outline every time 
we pray. After all, the biblical examples of Jesus praying 
show that He used different words as He conveyed His 
thoughts to the Father under various circumstances. 

But this model prayer is helpful for us because it gives 
us subjects to regularly pray about and a perspective 
to bear in mind as we communicate with our Heavenly 
Father. For additional explanation, see our online 
articles “The Lord’s Prayer” and “Do You Pray the Way 
Jesus Taught?”

With this understanding of Christ’s model prayer in 
mind, let’s focus on the phrase recorded in the last part 
of Matthew 6:13, where Jesus concluded: “For Yours 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.”

Yours is the kingdom
This part of the phrase repeats a concept included 
earlier in the model prayer. After addressing our 
Father in heaven and hallowing (honoring) His name, 

The Kingdom, 
the Power 
and the Glory
“For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever” is a 
phrase found at the conclusion 
of Jesus’ model prayer. What does 
it mean for us today?

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/the-lords-prayer/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/pray-the-way-jesus-taught/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/pray-the-way-jesus-taught/
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we are instructed to pray, “Your kingdom come” 
(Matthew 6:10). 

Referencing the Kingdom of God at the beginning 
of our prayers and again as we conclude them reminds 
us that the coming Kingdom of God is the overarching 
story of the Bible. This concept is a foundational 
principle of Christianity. 

The gospel—good news—of the Kingdom of God 
is what Jesus preached during His earthly ministry 
(Mark 1:14-15). “Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness,” He said (Matthew 6:33). 

Faithful believers have their citizenship in this 
Kingdom, which is currently in heaven (Colossians 1:13; 
Philippians 3:20). When Christ returns, this Kingdom 
will be established on earth, and we will reign with 
Him on earth for 1,000 years (Revelation 1:6; 11:15; 
20:6). Eventually, this Kingdom will be delivered to 
God the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24) and will extend 
into eternity.

As we pray about the Kingdom of God, we are 
reminded of and grounded in the purpose for our lives 
and our future. God doesn’t need to be reminded of His 
plan, but we do. Praying for the coming Kingdom of 
God helps us remember that it is a central part of God’s 
plan for mankind and that we need to be preparing to 
serve within it.

The power
Because we humans do not see the spirit world, it 
is easy to overlook the fact that God has all power. 
Currently, during this present evil age, God has 
allowed Satan to have power and authority (Luke 
4:6; Galatians 1:4). But God remains in control of His 
plan and retains His overall authority. He gives His 
ministers power over evil spirits and the opportunity 
to ask for divine healing of people they anoint (Luke 
9:1; 10:19). When Jesus returns to earth, He will remove 
Satan and use His power to rule over the entire earth 
(Revelation 11:15). 

Faithful Christians receive a small portion of God’s 
power through the Holy Spirit when they repent of 
their sins, are baptized, and have hands laid on them 
for the reception of this gift from God (Acts 1:8). Paul 
described this Spirit as one of “power and of love and 
of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7) and listed nine traits 
that are the “fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22-23). 

The Holy Spirit empowers us to please God in the way 
we live (Romans 8:8-9). It also identifies us as children 
of God and seals us for redemption to eternal life when 
Christ returns (Romans 8:11, 14, 16; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30). 

When God’s plan of salvation for mankind is complete, 
God will have total control. As Paul explained, “Then 
comes the end, when He [Jesus Christ] delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all 
rule and all authority and power” (1 Corinthians 15:24). 

When we close our prayers with a reference to God’s 
power, we are reminded that He truly does have all 
power and that, via the power of the Holy Spirit, we can 
taste “the powers of the age to come” (Hebrews 6:5).  

And the glory forever
The Greek word translated “glory” is doxa. It has a 
broad range of meanings, and in reference to God it 
includes His “splendor . . . magnificence, excellence, 
preeminence, dignity, grace . . . majesty” (Thayer’s 
Greek Definitions). God has an exalted state of glory far 
above and beyond any other being or thing.  

Jesus was “the brightness of His [God the Father’s] glory” 
(Hebrews 1:3). The disciples “beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” 
via the miracles He performed (John 1:14; 2:11).

Referencing God’s glory and the fact that it is 
permanent—forever—shows honor and respect to our 
great Creator.

Overall meaning
Earlier, King David, a man after God’s own heart 
(Acts 13:22), had included these three concepts—God’s 
rulership of His kingdom, His power and His glory—in 
a public prayer he gave prior to the inauguration of his 
son, Solomon, as king over Israel. 

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the 
glory, the victory and the majesty; for all that is in 
heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O 
Lord, and You are exalted as head over all,” he prayed 
(1 Chronicles 29:11).

In the model prayer, Jesus instructs us to close our 
prayers in a similar way. When we pray, “Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever,” we 
honor God and are reminded of His great plan, power 
and magnificence.

—David Treybig
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We  
in  
the 
Last 
Days?
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Many believe the 
world will go on 
indefinitely as it 
always has, but 
what does the Bible 
say? Will there be 
a set of last days? 
When will the last 
days be?



Many people would likely back away from you if 
you were to say that humanity is now in the last 
days approaching the end of the age spoken of 

in the Bible.
The book of Revelation focuses on a time when a 

conglomeration of nations will be united under a 
government led by two individuals known as the beast 
and the false prophet, who will capture the hearts 
and minds of hundreds of millions of people through 
spectacular miracles, such as calling down fire from 
heaven. Their reign and existence will ultimately end at 
Jesus Christ’s second coming (Revelation 17-19).

The period of time when these and other end-of-the-
world prophecies will be fulfilled is sometimes called 
“the last days.”

It’s a time that God’s servants have eagerly 
anticipated for thousands of years, but for nonbelievers 
it’s a target for laughter and mockery and simply more 
reason to believe that Christians are just fanatics who 
believe in apocalyptic fiction.  

But are those last days real?
More relevant: Are you now living in those last days?

What does the Bible mean by last days?
Let’s review how the Bible uses the term last days.

The first occurrence of the phrase in Scripture is 
found in Genesis 49:1, where Jacob called his children 
to tell them a crucial prophecy. He said, “Gather 
together, that I may tell you what shall befall you in the 
last days.”

Under God’s inspiration, Jacob went on to tell his 
sons about the national traits of the tribes of Israel, who, 
unknown to most people, are still identifiable. (To learn 
more about the modern identities of the tribes of Israel, 
see our booklet The United States, Britain and the 
Commonwealth in Prophecy.)

Isaiah 2:2 contains another occurrence of the same 
Hebrew words, this time translated “latter days.” Isaiah 
prophesied, “Now it shall come to pass in the latter 
days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains.” This refers to 
the time when God’s Kingdom will be established on 
earth—after Christ’s return.

In Daniel 2:28, Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar, “But there 
is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made 
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the 

latter days.” Daniel then went on to prophesy regarding 
a broad range of time when Babylon would be followed 
by three successive great empires and then ultimately 
supplanted by the Kingdom of God (verse 44).

In the New Testament, Paul wrote that “the end of 
the ages” had come upon him and the brethren—nearly 
2,000 years ago (1 Corinthians 10:11)! 

The author of the book of Hebrews wrote that God has 
“in these last days spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:2).

By these references in the Old and New Testaments, 
it is clear that the term the last days is used in different 
ways and in different contexts to talk about the time 
when Christ returns, after Christ returns (during the 
Millennium) and even a time period that encompasses 
2,000 years before Christ’s return. 

So, the answer is yes, we are in the last days. But are 
we in the time just before Christ returns?

Jesus’ signs of the last days
There are at least two scriptures that prove conclusively 
that we are close to the time in which the prophecies of 
Revelation get underway and the earth is shaken up. 

The first is found in Matthew 24. 
The chapter opens with Jesus Christ prophesying the 

destruction of the Jerusalem temple and the disciples 
asking Him, “When will these things be? And what will be 
the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (verse 3).

In other words, how will we know when we are at the 
conclusion of the last days? 

Jesus went on to explain how the last days would 
see the rise of counterfeit religious leaders, wars and 
rumors of wars, ethnic rivalries, severe food shortages, 
crippling plagues and devastating earthquakes—all of 
which, He says, are “the beginning of sorrows” (verse 8).

“Unless those days were shortened”
Notice the key scripture in verse 22: “And unless those days 
[the last days] were shortened, no flesh would be saved.”

J.B. Phillips New Testament translates this verse, “If 
those days had not been cut short no human being 
would survive.”

The implication here is that mankind’s ability to 
cause himself to become extinct would define, or at 
least introduce, the last days. 

Think about it. At what point did man develop the 
capacity to actually obliterate himself? This prophecy 
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could not be realized until the arrival of the 20th 
century, with the development of nuclear bombs and 
other weapons of mass destruction. 

There are about 13,000 nuclear warheads in the 
world today. Mankind now possesses the capability to 
extinguish human life several times over.

Scripture is clear: If the last days were not shortened—
if God did not intervene to save His creation—humanity 
would ultimately use such armaments to blast itself off 
the face of the earth.

There has never been another time when the 
technology has been available to do that, so this is a 
sure indicator that we are in the last days and getting 
close to the return of Christ—when the idea of “no flesh 
would be saved” is a very real possibility.

Gospel preached in all the world
Another scripture that shows that we are in the last days 
is found in the same chapter, verse 14: “And this gospel 
of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.”

That means the true end of the age would be preceded 
by the preaching of the gospel on a global scale. 

Make no mistake about it, the original apostles and 
evangelists were zealous men who did the most they could 
with the transportation methods and the technology of 
their day. But were they able to reach “all nations”? 

Not at all! At that time, the gospel message moved 
on foot and spread by word of mouth, and it was only 
available in a few languages. People on the opposite side of 
the planet during the first century would have lived and 
died without ever hearing a peep about anyone named 
Jesus of Nazareth.

That is in stark contrast to what may be accomplished 
today, when the ability to preach the gospel has reached 
unprecedented heights. 

Thanks to the ubiquitous usage of smart devices and 
access to the vastness of the Internet, a video can be 
uploaded from New York City, seen in Australia within 
minutes and garner billions of views around the world.

Think about what that portends for the spreading of the 
good news of the Kingdom of God!

Paul, Peter, James, John and the rest of those men would 
be ecstatic to see the sheer force in how powerfully the 
gospel can be transmitted today. 

Now and only now can the gospel truly be “preached in 

all the world.” The Church of God today takes this mission 
very seriously and zealously strives to preach the gospel of 
the Kingdom of God.

Mark’s parallel account, when read in the King James 
Version, provides another aspect to this passage. He 
wrote, “And the gospel must first be published among all 
nations” (Mark 13:10).

To this very day, the Bible is the most published and 
most read book in the world, with billions of copies 
distributed in many different languages.

In fact, according to “2021 Scripture Access 
Statistics,” the complete Bible has been translated 
into 717 different languages, serving 5.75 billion of 
the world’s population. Although there are still over 2 
billion people, speaking 6,661 languages, that do not 
yet have access to a full Bible in their native language, 
those numbers are decreasing with time.

Is the Bible, which includes the gospel message, on its way 
to being published in all nations? Few would deny that. 

From these two verses, along with many others, we can 
confidently infer that we are in the last days.

We are in the last days, but now what?
Being in the last days does not mean that all the events 
of the book of Revelation and the return of Jesus Christ 
will unfold tomorrow. There are still other dominoes 
that need to be set and arranged before we’ll see the 
string of events that will culminate in the end of the 
age. (For more details about the sequence of end-time 
prophecies, see our booklet The Book of Revelation: The 
Storm Before the Calm.)

In the meantime, we need to learn from the parable of 
the fig tree. 

Christ warned, “When its branch has already become 
tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is 
near. So you also, when you see all these things, know 
that it is near—at the doors!” (Matthew 24:32-33).

The lesson is that we must continue to pray and watch 
what takes place on the world scene—observing how 
those events relate to being in the last days—and to be 
spiritually prepared at all times (Luke 21:34-36).

We are in the last days, but no one knows how many 
last days there are.

For further study, especially about what we should be 
doing now, see our online article “When Will Jesus Return?”

—Kendrick Diaz Ph
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Faced with trials—from 
poor health to financial 
worries—many Christians 
find their faith can falter. 
Are there ways you can 
build your faith?
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“Help My 
Unbelief”
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O ne of the most poignant stories in the Gospels 
involves a father stretched to the point of 
despair because his son was possessed by an 

evil spirit. He had asked the disciples of Jesus to heal 
his son, but they couldn’t.

When Jesus appeared on the scene, the father 
turned to Him, saying, “If You can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us” (Mark 9:22). Jesus then 
told the father that “all things are possible to him who 
believes” (verse 23).

In response, the father blurted out that he believed. 
And then he added a plea to Jesus Christ: “Help my 

unbelief!” 
This story and its seeming contradictions resonate 

with many Christians.
That’s because we believe in the power and love of 

God, but when faced with trial, we sometimes find that 
our faith is not as strong as we had initially thought. 

This article will look at five specific ways you can 
build your faith.

1. Ask God to increase your faith
When the father in Mark 9 said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief,” he was not contradicting himself. He was 
merely acknowledging the limits of his faith. Note that 
Jesus did not rebuke this distraught father when he 
asked for help to believe at a deeper level. Instead, He 
cast the demon out of the man’s son.

Christians may be hesitant to ask for faith because 
the New Testament so often condemns a lack of faith. 
In fact, in Matthew’s account of the same incident, 
Jesus twice rebuked the disciples: when He first 
learned they had failed to cast out the demon, and 
again when they asked why they had failed (Matthew 
17:16-17, 19-20).

The difference between the disciples and this father 
is that the disciples had been with Jesus, and they had 
even been given the power to cast out demons. They 
should have had the faith to perform the task.

The father, on the other hand, had not had access to 
Jesus in the same way. His belief was strong enough 
that he took his son to the disciples. Later, when they 
failed, he had the courage to ask Jesus for greater faith.

In what is often called the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus encouraged those who listened to Him by 
comparing our Heavenly Father to human fathers: “If 

you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” 
(Matthew 7:11).

There is no doubt that faith in God is a good thing! 
So the first way to build your faith is to ask for more.

2. Understand that God loves you
Ultimately, our faith rests on the love of God. A failure 
to appreciate God’s love for us can be one of the 
biggest obstacles to our faith.

We become Christians when we truly see who God 
is and who we are. We see our sins, and we repent. We 
understand that Christ’s blood paid for our sins. But 
could God actually love us—as individuals?

The apostle Paul grappled with this issue in his letter 
to the Romans. He recognized sin in his own life and 
how difficult it is to live a godly life: “For I know that 
in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for 
to will is present with me, but how to perform what 
is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I 
do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice” 
(Romans 7:18-19).

Anyone who has lived long as a Christian, struggling 
against the ways of this world, can relate. The trouble 
is, the more we see how wretched we really are, the 
more we may secretly wonder how God could love 
such a sinner.

Fortunately, some of Paul’s most encouraging words 
come at the end of the very next chapter: “For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39).

When we come to understand that God loves us—not 
because of who we are, but because of who He is—then 
we come to a deeper trust. Seeing God’s love builds 
our faith.

3. Establish a deeper relationship with God
After Jesus had cast the demon out, and after they had 
left the crowd, His disciples asked Him why they had 
failed. After all, He had granted them authority to cast 
out demons (Mark 6:7, 13). Jesus explained that “this 
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kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting” 
(Mark 9:29).

Looking back through Jesus’ encounter with the 
distraught father, we can see that there is no mention 
of Jesus praying immediately before casting out the 
demon. He merely rebuked the spirit, commanding it 
to depart (verse 25).

So why did Jesus tell His disciples that “this kind can 
come out by nothing but prayer and fasting”?

The inclusion of fasting in His statement indicates 
that He was probably not speaking of prayer 
immediately beforehand. He was speaking of a life 
characterized by prayer and fasting. He was speaking 
of having a strong relationship with God.

One of the core teachings of the Bible is that having 
a genuine relationship with God is critical. God is 
not a genie, granting wishes on command. He is our 
Father, and we have been called to be His children. 
That means we should be spending time in prayer on a 
regular basis, not only when there is an emergency in 
our lives!

As we come to know God through Bible study, 
humble ourselves through fasting, and speak our 
hearts through prayer, we develop our relationship 
with God. And the closer we draw to God, the greater 
our faith will be.

4. Focus on God, not on your trials
A fourth way to defeat unbelief involves a matter 
of perspective. When we face some difficult trial in 
life, it’s easy for us to be overwhelmed. All we can 
see before us is an enormous problem. We become 
convinced that there is no solution because we, 
personally, have no way to overcome the challenge.

We must consciously shift our focus from the 
problem to our God. When the Egyptian army 
pursued the tribes of Israel, trapping them at the Red 
Sea, the people cried out in alarm and despair. Moses 
told them to shift their focus: “Stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord” (Exodus 14:13).

One of the best examples of the role that focus plays 
in our faith is of Peter and Jesus on the Sea of Galilee 
(Matthew 14:22-33). The disciples, who were crossing 
the Sea of Galilee ahead of Christ, were startled and 
frightened when they saw Him walking on the water 
toward them.

After Jesus reassured them, Peter boldly asked Jesus 
to command him to walk on the water as well. Jesus 
said, “Come,” and Peter, focused on Christ, actually 
walked on water. Peter is the only human besides Jesus 
who walked on water!

Then, Peter shifted his focus away from Jesus to the 
storm itself. The Gospel account clearly tells us the 
reason: “But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, 
he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, 
saying, ‘Lord, save me!’” (verse 30).

If you want to defeat unbelief and increase your 
faith, shift your focus from the problems of life to the 
God of all power!

5. Remember why you are called
A final point to consider is our purpose in life. As 
Christians, we have a mission, and that may require 
sacrifice at times. All God’s servants, though blessed in 
many ways, must endure hard times.

In fact, the apostle Paul makes a sobering statement 
in one of his letters to Timothy: “Yes, and all who desire 
to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” 
(2 Timothy 3:12). If you are a true Christian, you can 
expect troubles. Understanding what the Christian 
calling means can help us prepare for these times.

So many of God’s servants have endured great 
trials, and many have given their lives. At times, 
this sacrifice may be for the benefit of others. That 
may well have been the case with Stephen, who was 
brutally stoned (Acts 7).

Saul, who later took the name Paul, consented to that 
stoning (Acts 8:1). Ultimately, Paul became a zealous 
tool in God’s hands, taking the gospel to the gentile 
world. The role he had played in the deaths of early 
Christians (1 Corinthians 15:9) undoubtedly drove 
this apostle as he himself was beaten, stoned and 
shipwrecked (2 Corinthians 11:25).

Understanding God’s greater purpose and our 
purpose in life can help us build faith. Paul reassures 
us that we will never face trials greater than we can 
handle (1 Corinthians 10:13). And, like Paul, we can 
confidently state, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

To study this further, see our online article “How to 
Grow in Faith.”

—Bill Palmer

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/faith/how-to-grow-in-faith/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/faith/how-to-grow-in-faith/
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Jesus Christ’s 
example show us 
what it takes to 
remain sharp.
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God’s Holy Word—the Bible—is a treasure 
trove of lessons, guidelines, quotes and 
instructions we can use to direct our lives. 

One passage that I believe is important to our 
Christianity is Proverbs 27:17: “As iron sharpens 
iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his 
friend.” Or, as the New International Version 
translates it, “As iron sharpens iron, so one 
person sharpens another.”

This relatively short verse has a great deal to 
say when it comes to understanding how we 
should move forward in our Christianity. It also 
speaks volumes about what we need to consider 
when determining the type of influence we have 
on others, and the influence they have on us.

The concept of sharpening iron
This analogy is based on a practice that can be 
traced back to the iron age of civilization. When 
iron began being used and, more specifically, 
forged into tools and weapons, processes were 
developed to use it effectively. 

Let’s consider two aspects of working 
with iron that relate to the analogy of “iron 
sharpening iron”:
1. The forging process

When an iron tool or weapon was forged, 
the raw iron was heated to temperatures 
that allowed the iron to become malleable. 
Once it was hot enough, the iron was beaten 
with an iron hammer. The striking of the 
iron hammer on the heated iron allowed 
it to develop an edge, through a process 
of hammering, folding, cooling, reheating 
and continued hammering. If the iron 
was worked properly through this forging 
process, it could become sharp. It took 
repetitive striking by the iron hammer to 
forge the iron tool or weapon.

2. The maintenance process
After iron instruments like swords 
were forged, it seems the edges of two 
instruments were rubbed together in order 
to sharpen each other. While historical 
records of this are difficult to locate, the 
passage seems to indicate this was a known 

practice. To maintain a sharp edge, a sword, 
knife or other sharp iron instrument was 
rubbed against another iron object.

Being forged
As Christians, we should hold ourselves to 
God’s standards by acknowledging God as our 
Heavenly Father, Christ as the firstborn Son of 
God, and the testimony of God as the foundation 
for how we conduct our lives (Psalm 111:10). 

We also know from Scripture that being a 
Christian comes with responsibilities. We’re told 
that while we’re waiting for the return of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, we should be performing 
the work God has given us to do as faithful and 
wise servants (Matthew 24:46). 

We’re instructed in 1 Corinthians 3:13 that 
“each one’s work will become clear; for the Day 
will declare it, because it will be revealed by 
fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of 
what sort it is.” 

To hold ourselves to God’s standards is to 
be forged by His fire. Just as iron is heated to 
become malleable and then molded, we, too, are 
heated and molded by God’s fire—His Word—
bending and conforming us to God’s will. We’re 
reminded of this by Jeremiah 23:29: “‘Is not 
My word like a fire?’ says the Lord, ‘And like a 
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?’”

In a way, the Bible is like a forging hammer. 
It’s the instrument we use to press out the 
impurities—to reveal God’s truths and our 
sins in order to then be sharpened spiritually. 
Without the use of God’s Word, we cannot be 
forged into an instrument of righteousness 
(Romans 6:13).

Remaining spiritually sharp
We’ve all most likely heard it said, “If you 
want to be successful, surround yourself with 
successful people.” Or a variation of this: “If you 
wish to be happy, surround yourself with happy 
people.”

There is a great deal of truth in these two 
sayings, so it should come as no surprise that 
God came up with this concept long before 
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man’s variations. Perhaps a version of these quotes 
inspired by Proverbs 27:17 would go something like: 
“If you want to be spiritually sharp, surround yourself 
with spiritually sharp people.”

This isn’t to say that a person cannot become 
spiritually sharp on his or her own when necessary. 
However, there are obvious benefits to sharing a task 
with someone of like mind. God’s Word instructs us in 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, “Two are better than one, because 
they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his companion.”

If we find ourselves struggling to remain spiritually 
sharp, it can be wise to seek out those in our lives who 
are spiritually sharp themselves. We can converse with 
them, discuss Scripture, maybe have a joint Bible study, 
or perhaps even let them know the areas where we’re 
beginning to feel spiritually dull and where they can be 
a help to us. Or maybe we can be that sharpened edge 
for someone else.

Regardless of where we are in our own level of 
spiritual growth, we can benefit from others who are 
spiritually sharp, just as we should strive to benefit 
others. God recognizes the value of His people 
having this type of relationship with one another 
(Malachi 3:16).

Dull or sharp, does it matter?
There are times when we may find ourselves 
surrounded by those who might not be as spiritually 
sharp as others. We may be in a situation where the 
people around us put little to no emphasis on their own 
or our spiritual condition.

If this is the case, it’s critical that we evaluate the 
situation we’re in and determine whether or not these 
people are the type of people we should allow to 
influence us. God instructs us to keep immoral and 
unrighteous people at bay. A Christian is instructed 
to avoid close friendship with this type of person (1 
Corinthians 5:11).

If our situation requires us to have an unrighteous 
person in our lives, for instance a family member 
or coworker, it becomes even more important to try 
to incorporate others who are spiritually sharp into 
our lives as often as possible. We can find strength 
in difficult situations when we have others who are 
spiritually sharp beside us (1 Samuel 23:16).

Sharpen one another
It’s a blessing to know we have God’s Word as a guide 
for all aspects of our lives (2 Timothy 3:16-17). And it’s 
our responsibility to use the Bible as a tool to sharpen 
ourselves spiritually. Yet we should also remember that 
there are other members in the Body of Christ. The 
Church of God is a body of believers! It’s important 
that we come together as one body and grow in unity—
develop as one. 

Even when we are not with the entire body, there is 
still sharpening that can take place when just a couple 
of believers make time to spend together.

Christ knew it would be important, as time went 
on and life became more and more difficult, for 
His followers—Christians—to remain unified. He 
understood that we would need one another in order to 
remain sharp. This is why the instructions were written 
that we “consider one another to stir up love and good 
works,” and why we’re told to not forsake assembling 
together (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Stay sharp
For one iron instrument to sharpen another 
instrument, they must be rubbed together. And not 
only do they need to be together, but they both need to 
have been sharpened previously. 

We’re forged by the Word of God. We’re developed 
into spiritually sharp Christians by reading, 
understanding and following God’s testimonies, 
commands, instructions and statutes, and by using 
the example of Jesus Christ as our guide for all we do. 
Hebrews 4:12 describes God’s Word as a very sharp 
instrument!

Yet we also need one another. We benefit from the 
righteousness of others around us, and we remain 
sharp by interacting with those who are also spiritually 
sharp. We do this through fellowship, meetings, Bible 
studies, meaningful one-on-one conversations about 
God and His Word, and other interactions we may have 
with those of like spiritual mind.

If we hope to remain spiritually sharp in this world 
that is so very good at dulling us, we must surround 
ourselves with those who are also spiritually sharp. 
Because, “As iron sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another.”

—David Hicks Ph
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Experts around the 
world are warning of 
dire food shortages. 
What are the root 
causes of these 
shortages, and how 
do they fit in Bible 
prophecy?

The 
Global 
Food 
Crisis
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The UN has issued a dire warning of a “perfect 
storm” of crises, triggered by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, that will impact the global community. 

In our ever-more-connected and complex world, an 
event in one area can have ripple effects that send 
reverberations across the globe. 

Before the war, global food security was already 
fragile, but now the world is facing a truly frightening 
future. The Russia-Ukraine war has disrupted the 
world trade in food, threatening food security for 
around one-fifth of the world’s population—up to 1.7 
billion people. 

Though this crisis was triggered by the Russia-
Ukraine war, its roots go deeper. Various issues have 
compounded the problem, giving world leaders real 
cause for concern.

Here are some of the crises we are facing.

A crisis of supply
Both Russia and Ukraine have traditionally played 
a big part in the global food supply. Consider the 
following stats:
• Russia and Ukraine supply about a quarter of world 

wheat exports.
• Ukraine is a big exporter of corn, barley and 

rapeseed oil, and it supplies nearly half of the 
world’s sunflower oil.

Before Russia’s invasion, most of Ukraine’s food 
exports went through its Black Sea ports, especially 
Odessa, which, when the war began, suffered under a 
Russian blockade for months. The Odessa grain terminal, 
which would normally process 400 tons of grain in a 
single hour, was brought to a halt due to the war. 

The EU, desperate to resolve the grain shortages, has 
sought solutions for Ukraine grain to be transported 
by rail or trucks, but security is extremely perilous. 
Russia has continued to attack civilian infrastructure 
to try to bring Ukraine to its knees. Nations and 
organizations have warned Russia not to deter food 
supplies from going out, and a fragile agreement to 
allow grain shipments from Odessa was signed in 
Istanbul July 22. Still, Russia seems intent on using 
hunger as a weapon.

To counter Russian aggression, Western nations 
have imposed economic sanctions that have impacted 
Russian exports, including grain. And the EU has 

extended sanctions to include Belarus, because it has 
helped Russia in its war efforts. 

Future crops—of all types—around the globe are also 
being impacted by sanctions. Today’s high-yield crops 
rely on fertilizers, and the three basic plant nutrients 
found in most fertilizers—nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium—will all be in short supply.
• Russia and Belarus are the second- and third-largest 

producers of potash, which is used as the main 
ingredient in potassium-rich fertilizers. Together 
these two countries account for 40 percent of the 
world’s potash exports.

• Russia is a key supplier of nitrogen-based fertilizers 
and the world’s largest exporter of nitrogen-based 
fertilizers and phosphates.

Shortages of fertilizers will contribute to a decline in 
food production and rising food prices that will be felt 
worldwide, and especially in the poorest nations and 
communities.

Oil and gas prices
To make matters worse, Russia is the world’s top 
exporter of natural gas and the second-largest 
exporter of oil. Even before the Russia-Ukraine war, 
there was already a shortage of natural gas and oil, 
as demand dramatically increased when pandemic 
restrictions eased. 

Industrial farming—and the transportation required 
to get crops to market—is extremely energy-intensive. 
With the triple whammy of soaring fertilizer prices, 
rising energy prices and increasing transportation 
costs, tight profit margins are squeezing farmers. 

In such unstable conditions, speculative futures 
markets are also causing prices to rise. Some farmers 
are choosing to forgo planting this year, as they see 
their costs outweighing profits. This will put even 
greater pressures on the global food supply. And some 
fear many farmers will never return, as price increases 
put profitability out of reach.

The rising price of energy has a ripple effect 
that impacts every aspect of our lives, especially 
agriculture and our food.

Weather disruptions
In addition to everything else, weather disruptions 
are having a serious impact on the global food supply. 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11894
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Almost every major wheat-producing nation is facing 
weather disruptions that will affect crop outputs. 
(Ironically, however, Russia is expected to have a 
bumper crop.) 

India has been experiencing an extreme heat wave, 
destroying up to 15 percent of the wheat crop. 

India had hoped to boost its exports to make up for 
the reduced supply caused by the Russia-Ukraine war. 
However, the heat wave has caused the government to 
make a dramatic policy reversal and ban the export 
of wheat altogether to focus on domestic supply. This 
caused a 6 percent rise in the wheat futures market.

China is facing worsening conditions due to extreme 
flooding that will affect its wheat production. 

The wheat crop in Europe is at risk due to high 
temperatures and lack of rain in France and Spain. 

The United States is the fourth-largest wheat 
exporter, and it is facing an even more dire situation. 
Heavy rains hit North Dakota, allowing farmers to 
plant only 27 percent of their crop at the normal time. 
Drought in Kansas has had a major impact on wheat 
production. The winter crop is down by 25 percent, 
and wheat fields are being abandoned in some parts 
of Kansas. 

Similar situations are affecting Canada—either it’s 
too wet to plant or too dry for seed to germinate.

Protectionism and increasing costs
As governments see worsening food security issues, 
there is a tendency for them to adopt protectionist 
policies to ensure supplies for their populations. From 
Latin America to Asia, and from the Middle East 
to Africa, nations have declared severe restrictions 
on food exports, with some nations declaring food 
emergencies. 

India is restricting exports of wheat and sugar. 
Indonesia has banned export of palm oil. Malaysia has 
banned export of chickens. 

Food price inflation is spreading worldwide. Since 
2020, the United States, Germany and India have 
seen 10 to 15 percent increases. Egypt and Pakistan 
are seeing 30 to 35 percent increases in their food 
price indexes. 

Households in richer nations spend less than 10 
percent of their income on food, but households in 
poorer nations are not so fortunate. They spend over 

40 percent of their income on food. So, increasing food 
costs will severely impact poorer nations.

Social and political instability
The gravity of what lies ahead cannot be overstated. 
Consider the results of an earlier crisis.

In 2010 severe weather in Russia caused a shortage 
of wheat. The third-largest exporter of wheat saw 20 
percent of its wheat destroyed by severe drought and 
wildfires, and its production output was down by 30 
percent. Since weather conditions hit neighboring 
countries as well, wheat prices were sent soaring.

The rising prices helped lead to instability in the 
Middle East. Long-ruling political leaders in several 
nations were toppled. In Egypt, for instance, the high 
cost of wheat played a part in uprisings that ultimately 
overthrew the government and led to the Muslim 
Brotherhood grabbing power in 2011-12. A civil war 
was ignited in Syria.

Today, rising food prices have a real risk of causing 
major unrest, not only in North Africa and the Middle 
East, but also in Latin America, where Peru has 
declared its agricultural sector to be in an emergency. 

Black horse of famine
The cascading effects of war, rising energy and 
fertilizer prices, unstable weather and protectionism 
are causing dramatic price increases for everything we 
buy. World trade is breaking down, and real threats of 
famines and starvation are on the horizon. 

Inflation is also pushing the price of goods up, and a 
rise in prices in one area tends to have a ripple effect, 
causing price increases in other areas as businesses 
pass on their costs. 

How bad can it get?
Jesus warned of famines (Matthew 24:7). This is 

depicted as a black horse in the book of Revelation. 
The rider is described as having a “pair of scales in his 
hand,” and he is told to measure a “quart of wheat” 
and “three quarts of barley” for a “denarius,” but at 
the same time to “not harm the oil and the wine” 
(Revelation 6:5-6; see our article “What Are the Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse?”).

The sale of such small quantities of wheat and 
barley for a denarius indicates a severe famine, where 
food is scarce or even rationed. According to many 

https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/us-wheat-crop-hit-by-dry-winter-then-soggy-spring-adding-global-tightness-2022-05-31/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/12/this-map-shows-how-much-each-country-spends-on-food/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/12/this-map-shows-how-much-each-country-spends-on-food/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/four-horsemen-of-the-apocalypse/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/four-horsemen-of-the-apocalypse/
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commentators, a denarius was roughly the equivalent 
of a working man’s daily wage. The “quart of wheat” 
is enough to feed a single person, but not an entire 
family. The “three quarts of barley” indicates that the 
inferior and less desirable barley could be bought for a 
day’s wages, probably to feed a small family. 

This shows us that in the future, food will become so 
scarce that individuals or families will likely have to 
spend a day’s wage for just one meal.

Why will this occur?
God warned in the Old Testament that the curse for 

disobedience would include famines, when people 
would eat bread “by weight” and not have enough to 
be satisfied (Leviticus 26:26). 

Beyond that, we also read about even greater 
disobedience that would lead to famines so 
destructive that people would resort to cannibalism 
to survive (verses 27-29). This unthinkable situation 
actually occurred in ancient Israel and Judah (2 
Kings 6:25-29; Jeremiah 19:9), and worse times are 
prophesied for the future.

Cause and effect
Though many people think famines happen only 
in African nations and won’t affect those in affluent 
countries, the Bible warns that famines will be a curse 
God uses to punish nations for their disobedience to 
God’s laws. 

We have seen recently how supermarkets have 
struggled to stock their shelves due to the supply chain 
crisis. So, it’s not hard to imagine how a “perfect storm” 
of crises could further break down food supplies, 
leaving many hungry or even dying from starvation. 

As the Western nations move further away from God 
and basic morality, the blessings they have enjoyed 
will be taken away, and their troubles will increase. 

God warns the modern descendants of Israel of the 
same penalties for disobedience that their forefathers 
experienced: “If you despise My statutes, or if your 
soul abhors My judgments, so that you do not perform 
all My commandments, but break My covenant . . . I 
will even appoint terror over you” (Leviticus 26:15-16). 
For further study, see “What Is Jacob’s Trouble in End-
Time Prophecy?”

Prior to the black horse of Revelation is the red horse 
of war. The rider of the red horse is described as one who 

has a “great sword” to “take peace from the earth, and 
that people should kill one another” (Revelation 6:4). 

Jesus described it this way: “And you will hear 
of wars and rumors of wars,” and “nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom” 
(Matthew 24:6-7). 

War between Russia and Ukraine has been the 
trigger that has threatened upcoming famine. What 
will future wars bring?

Following the black horse is the pale horse, whose 
rider is named Death. This rider will take the lives 
of a quarter of the earth’s population. This occurs as 
a result of war and hunger, as well as diseases and 
natural disasters (Revelation 6:8; Matthew 24:7).

If left unchecked, the four horsemen could lead to 
humanity’s destruction. 

But God will not allow that to happen (Matthew 
24:21-22). He will send Jesus back to this earth to save 
us from ourselves. The return of the Son of God—who 
is depicted as the Horseman with a sword on the real 
white horse (Revelation 19:11-21)—will end the rides 
of the four horsemen of false religion, war, famine 
and pestilence.

Until then, Jesus admonishes His disciples to “watch 
therefore, and pray always that you may be counted 
worthy to escape all these things that will come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).

To study more about the end times and what is 
ahead, download our free booklet How to Understand 
Prophecy.

—Isaac Khalil Ph
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https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/jacobs-trouble/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/jacobs-trouble/
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https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
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Q:

Q:

Q:

A:

A:

A:

A n s w e r s  t o  Yo u r  B i b l i c a l  Q u e s t i o n s

Thank you for such insightful exposition 
of the feasts of God [in “Journey 3: 
The Plan of God”]. Frankly, I had never 
looked at them in the way you have 
expounded! And linking them with our 

Christian journey is just amazing. After reading your 
explanation of the Feast of Trumpets, my questions 
are these:
1. Does this mean all saints who will be alive then 

will have to go through the Great Tribulation 
period characterized by the seven trumpets?

2. Is it only after the seventh trumpet that the 
“rapture” will happen and the first resurrection 
will occur? I have, rightly or wrongly, always 
believed that the rapture will happen before the 
Great Tribulation. Please help clarify this matter.

Is the Eighth Day separate from the Feast of 
Tabernacles since it pictures the time after 
the Millennium is finished?

What do these festivals [Atonement and 
Feast of Tabernacles] represent?

It is exciting to see how the steps in 
God’s plan of salvation are pictured in 
the seven annual feasts of the Lord. The 
Feast of Trumpets is indeed a pivotal 

one, picturing a number of end-time events 
around the return of Jesus Christ.

The Bible talks about some saints being 
martyred (Revelation 6:9-11; 12:11), but others 
being protected for 3½ years during the Great 
Tribulation (verse 14). Our article “Place of Safety” 
will give you more biblical information about 
this. You may be surprised to find that the Bible 
talks about this place of safety on earth, but it 
does not talk about a secret rapture to heaven. 
You can learn more about this in our article “Will 
There Be a Secret Rapture?”

The first resurrection will occur at the sounding 
of the seventh trumpet at the return of Jesus 
Christ. You can read more about this in our 
articles “When Will Jesus Return?” and “What 
Are the Resurrections?”

Yes. The Bible shows the Eighth Day (also 
known as the Last Great Day) is a separate 
festival from the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Leviticus 23:36, 39). The seven days of 

the Feast of Tabernacles symbolize the 1,000-year 
reign of Jesus Christ and the resurrected saints 
(Revelation 20:4-6). The Eighth Day represents the 
period after the Millennium called the Great White 
Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-12).

To learn more about this period after the 
Millennium, please read “The Last Great Day: The 
Final Harvest.”

The biblical festivals of the Day of 
Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles 
represent parts of God’s plan of salvation. 
To learn more about these festivals, you 

can watch the following videos in our “Feasts of the 
Lord” video series:

• “Atonement: The Root of the Problem.”
• “Tabernacles: Somewhere to Belong.”
• “Last Great Day: Hope Remains.”
You may also be interested in reading “The 

Symbolism of the Day of Atonement,” “Trumpets, 
Atonement, Tabernacles and the Eighth Day” and 

“What Is the Feast of Tabernacles?”

If you have questions, submit them at  

LifeHopeandTruth.com/ask-a-question/
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CHRISTIANITY
I N  P R O G R E S S

The Role of God’s Spirit 
Before Baptism

The apostle Peter laid out a clear road map for 
Christians who want to follow God: “Repent, and 
let every one of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

Our journey as Christians begins by acknowledging 
and repenting of our sins. That repentance leads us to 
baptism, and baptism leads us to receiving the Spirit 
of God. 

The Bible says that once we receive God’s Spirit, that 
Spirit dwells in us (Romans 8:11). Our physical bodies 
become “a temple of the Holy Spirit within you” (1 
Corinthians 6:19, English Standard Version), at which 
point God’s Spirit “bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him, that we may also be glorified together” 
(Romans 8:16-17).

(Read more about this in our articles “What Is 
Baptism?” and “Laying On of Hands.”)

The functions of the Holy Spirit
The Scriptures show us that God places His Spirit 

within repentant, baptized Christians. Jesus promised 
that the Holy Spirit “will guide you into all truth” 
(John 16:13), and Paul explained that it helps us to 
search “all things, yes, the deep things of God” (1 
Corinthians 2:10), helping us to “know the things that 
have been freely given to us by God” (verse 12).

But what about before baptism? Do we have any 
connection to the Holy Spirit before we repent of  
our sins?

It turns out that God’s Spirit plays a huge role in 
our lives before baptism. To understand that role, we 
first need to understand what the Bible says about the 
process of repentance.

How God leads us to repentance
The common Greek words for repentance, metanoia 
(G3341) and metanoeō (G3340), “denote a radical, 
moral turn of the whole person from sin and to God” 
(Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and 
New Testament Words, p. 580). 

Repentance is more than feeling sorry about 
something wrong we’ve done. It’s a serious change in 
how we live our lives. It starts with recognizing a sinful 

What role does the Holy Spirit play in our lives before our 
baptism? How does our connection to God’s Spirit change 
pre- and post-baptism?
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lifestyle that sets us at odds with God, then taking 
steps to turn away from that sin and toward God.

But how do we get to that change? 
Not by ourselves—that’s for sure. The Bible says that 

“the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 
subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be” (Romans 
8:7). The carnal mind is the default state of the human 
mind without God. It cannot search or understand “the 
deep things of God”—in fact, its sinful desires often 
bring it into direct opposition with God.

In point of fact, it’s God Himself who brings us to a 
state of repentance. Jesus said, “No one can come to 
Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him” (John 
6:44). God is the One who helps us bridge the gap 
between our carnal minds and His own spiritual mind. 
Paul explained, “The goodness of God leads you to 
repentance” (Romans 2:4, emphasis added). 

The goodness of God. Not us. The process of 
repentance doesn’t start with us; it starts with a desire 
and an understanding that God places in us. Other 
scriptures show us that God grants repentance to those 

He is working with (Acts 5:31; 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25), 
helping them see, understand and desire the need for 
change in their lives.

God’s Spirit is active all over—not just 
in baptized Christians
Although God’s Spirit is not in us until after baptism, 
it is around us. The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit is 
not a being, but the power and the essence of God. (See 
more in our article “What Is the Holy Spirit?”)

When God gave form and shape to the earth, “the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” 
(Genesis 1:2). When God established extra leadership 
for the Israelites in the wilderness, He “took of the 
Spirit that was upon [Moses], and placed the same 
upon the seventy elders” (Numbers 11:25). 

When Balaam prophesied about Israel, “the Spirit of 
God came upon him” (Numbers 24:2). That same Spirit 
also came upon King Saul, King David and many of 
the judges of Israel (1 Samuel 10:10; 16:13; Judges 3:10; 
6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14). 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/holy-spirit/what-is-the-holy-spirit/
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Ahab’s servant Obadiah was worried that “the Spirit 
of the Lord” would carry Elijah to “a place I do not 
know” (1 Kings 18:12). Elihu told Job, “The Spirit of God 
has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me 
life” (Job 33:4). Jesus was “led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness” (Matthew 4:1).

God used His Spirit to shape the world, and He 
continues to use that Spirit to accomplish His will 
within that world. He leads, inspires, directs and 
interacts with His creation through that Spirit—even 
when the people involved aren’t baptized.

The role of God’s Spirit in repentance
Let’s put the pieces together, then:

The Holy Spirit is the power and essence of God. It is 
the primary means through which He interacts with His 
creation. Baptism is an integral step in receiving that Spirit 
within us, repentance is a requirement for baptism, and 
God works with us to bring us to a place of repentance.

What do you think He uses to help bring us there?
That’s right: the same power He’s been using 

since He formed the earth all those ages ago. If God 
is working with you—if He’s drawing you to Him, 
bringing you to understand His truths and the need 
for repentance—then He’s doing that through His Holy 
Spirit. He’s guiding you into a deeper relationship with 
Him, opening your mind to things you could never 
understand on your own. 

Ultimately, He wants to place that Spirit within you and 
begin the process of transforming you into His own image.

The Spirit is key to our Christian 
transformation
That’s what this whole process is all about. It’s not 
enough just to have God’s Spirit near us—we need God’s 
Spirit to be part of us. Physically, we were created in the 
image of God (Genesis 1:27), but that was only step one. 
God’s ultimate goal is to make us fully and completely 
like Him (1 John 3:2)—spirit beings living forever in the 
God family (John 4:24). 

In other words, even if you aren’t baptized yet, God’s 
Spirit is still active in your life. Through that Spirit, He’s 
beginning to help you understand and live life-changing 
truths that are hidden from the natural human mind.

Paul explained that, without God’s intervention, 
there’s a spiritual veil that makes it impossible for us 

to understand God’s truths, but that “the veil is taken 
away in Christ” (2 Corinthians 3:14). He continued, “We 
all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord” (verse 18). 

Repentance is only the first step in our 
walk with God
If you believe God’s Spirit is actively at work in your 
life, helping you to understand “the deep things of 
God,” then it’s time to consider the next step. 

If you’ve begun to see the sins that are separating 
you from God (Isaiah 59:2), and if God is leading you 
to repent of those sins, then baptism and the laying on 
of hands is all that stands between having God’s Spirit 
around you and having God’s Spirit within you.

The difference between these two states of being is 
extreme. Paul wrote to baptized Christians, saying, 
“In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, [which] is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

Receiving God’s Spirit is both a seal of authenticity 
for us and a guarantee (or “down payment”) of our 
inheritance as sons and daughters of God. 

The process of coming to understand our need for the 
transformative power of God’s Spirit within us is a huge 
part of being a Christian in progress, but it’s far from 
the final step. Once we receive God’s Spirit, our job is to 
allow God to reshape us from the inside out as we “go 
on to maturity” (Hebrews 6:1, ESV). 

Through Peter, God promised us, “Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). And the Bible is clear that 
the Spirit of God is directly involved in bringing us to 
the threshold of receiving it in the first place.

But the choice we make at that threshold—and the 
choice we make with every step that follows—is entirely 
up to us.

(See our “7 Steps of the Christian Calling Infographic” 
for a visual map of what it means to follow God.)

—Jeremy Lallier

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/infographics/7-steps-of-the-christian-calling/


Goril las are fascinating.  From a 
genetic standpoint, more than 95 
percent of their DNA is identical to 
ours. They have a lot in common with 
us and can even do some things we do. 
They have opposable thumbs. They 
can walk upright. They form tight-
knit relationships and travel together. 
They can even be taught sign language. 
(One gorilla, Koko, understood over 
2,000 spoken words and could use 
1,000 signs to communicate.)

And yet, in spite of all that, gorillas 
and humans are worlds apart.

Why?

Solomon marked a distinction between 
the “spirit of the sons of men” and the 
“spirit of the animal” (Ecclesiastes 
3:21). Elihu noted that “the spirit in a 
person, the breath of the Almighty . . . 
gives them understanding” (Job 32:8, 
New International Version). 

When God made the human race, He 
gave us something extra, something 
that equips us to understand more, do 
more, create more and become more 
than the animal kingdom around us—
something the Bible calls the “spirit 
in man.”

“What man knows the things of a man 
except [by] the spirit of the man which 
is in him?” wrote the apostle Paul in 1 
Corinthians 2:11.

Le a r n  m o re  a b o u t  t h i s  h u m a n 
component in our video “The Role of 
the Spirit in Man.”

Pictured: western lowland gorilla 
(Gorilla gorilla gorilla)

Photo by James Capo

Text by Jeremy Lallier and James Capo

So Close, and Yet So Far . . .

Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation
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In our previous article, we explored the backstory 
and importance of the wilderness temptation. 

But the temptation in the wilderness is significant 
not just because of the outcome, but also for the lessons 
it holds. Jesus’ example is a powerful case study in how 
we can overcome and triumph over the temptations we 
face today.  

Satan the tempter
First, we must recognize that Satan’s efforts to tempt 
did not cease after that 40-day confrontation. One 
of the Bible’s descriptors of Satan is “the tempter” 
(Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5). Tempting is a part 
of his nature. 

Even now, the tempter is very active. He uses a wide 
range of methods to entice us to sin and turn from 
God’s way of life. 

The apostle John identified three major human 
weaknesses Satan exploits in his efforts to tempt us to 
sin: “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life” (1 John 2:16). 

These three human propensities are almost always 
Satan’s targets. He even tried to use them against Jesus 
in the wilderness.    

The book of Hebrews records that Jesus was “in all 
points tempted as we are” (Hebrews 4:15, emphasis 
added throughout). 

This doesn’t mean Jesus fought urges to commit 
every conceivable human sin. It means that He 
experienced temptation in all of the major areas of 
human vulnerability.

Because we face temptations daily, it’s critical that 
we study how Jesus was able to emerge from these 
temptations “without sin” (verse 15). 

The spiritual power of fasting
In Luke’s account, we read that Jesus fasted, or “ate 
nothing,” during those 40 days (Luke 4:2). 

Jesus fasted for a specific reason: to strengthen His 
relationship with the Father by humbling Himself. 
He understood that in order to withstand Satan’s 
temptations, He needed to be as close to His Father as 
possible. Fasting is a powerful tool to help “loose the 
bonds of wickedness” (Isaiah 58:6). Jesus had no bonds 
of wickedness to loosen, but He knew He would face 
intense temptation to do wickedness. 

His weakened state added to the meaningfulness of 
the encounter and victory. Instead of confronting the 

Before Jesus began His ministry, He was tempted by Satan 
for 40 days in the wilderness. What lessons can we learn 
from this monumental spiritual battle?

Jesus’ Temptation in the Wilderness: 
What Can It Teach Us?

Walk as He
Walked

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/why-was-jesus-tempted/
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tempter at the pinnacle of His physical strength and 
resolve, He faced the tempter at His absolute weakest 
point—physically famished (Matthew 4:2). 

Fasting helps us draw closer to God—a vital key to 
resisting temptations (James 4:7). 

To learn more about the power and importance of 
fasting, read “How to Fast as a Christian.” 

The first temptation: stones into bread
Satan’s first temptation was specifically tailored to 
exploit Jesus’ weak physical condition. 

“Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If 
You are the Son of God, command that these stones 
become bread’” (Matthew 4:3). 

Because hunger was Jesus’ biggest vulnerability 
at this moment, Satan zeroed in on that and tried to 
tempt Jesus to use His power and authority to turn 
stones into bread. 

Satan appealed to both the lust of the eyes and the 
lust of the flesh by trying to persuade Jesus to desire 
the bread so much that He’d perform a miracle to get 
it. Jesus was given the ability to perform miracles, 
but He was committed to only using that power to 
serve His Father’s purpose. Jesus’ miracles were done 
selflessly, with the goal of benefiting others and 
glorifying the Father.    

Would Jesus obey Satan and create bread for Himself?   
Jesus answered by quoting Scripture: “It is written, 

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God’” (verse 4). 

Instead of giving in or simply saying no, Jesus 
answered by pointing to a scripture on seeking God’s 
will above all else. Satan tried to divert Jesus’ desires 
to the physical, but Jesus maintained His focus on the 
spiritual. 

The second temptation: jump off a 
building and trust God
For Satan’s next attempt, he transported Jesus into 
Jerusalem and placed Him at the highest point of the 
temple. Many believe this was the southeast corner of 
the temple, some 450 feet above the Kidron Valley—
roughly the equivalent height of a 41-story skyscraper.

As Jesus looked down at the steep drop, Satan said, “If 
You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down” (verse 6). 

Satan then quoted two scriptures concerning God’s 
protection (Psalm 91:11-12), goading Christ to jump 
and trust God to save Him. The problem was that Satan 
was not only quoting those verses out of context, but 
completely distorting their meaning. This highlights 
the reality that Satan knows the Bible and is skilled at 
twisting it. 

Jesus saw right through this gross misuse of 
Scripture and dismantled it by quoting Deuteronomy 
6:16: “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.” 

The scriptures Satan quoted were about trusting God 
to protect us when we are in dangerous circumstances 
outside of our control. To intentionally put ourselves 
in harm’s way and expect God to protect us is testing 
God. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/what-is-fasting/how-to-fast-as-a-christian/
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A Christian should trust God—but never tempt Him. 
God expects us to do all we can to live safely, while 
trusting Him to protect us from dangers we can’t control. 

The third temptation: I’ll give you 
everything if . . .
After his first two temptations failed, Satan decided to 
pull out all the stops and tempt Jesus with more than 
just bread or God’s protection. 

This time he offered Jesus . . . everything. Literally.
Satan took Jesus up to a massive mountain and 

“showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory” (Matthew 4:8). This would have included the 
vast Roman Empire to the west, the sprawling Parthian 
Empire to the east, and even the Han Dynasty ruling 
throughout China and central Asia. 

He said he would hand over his earthly authority . . . if 
Jesus would “fall down and worship” him (Matthew 4:9).

Satan’s final ploy was an appeal to “the pride of life”—
the desire for personal power and glory. 

Satan could legitimately make this offer because he 
currently has dominion over this earth (2 Corinthians 
4:4; 1 John 5:19). (Since Satan is a liar at his core, one 
has to wonder if he would have really followed through 
on this offer.)

Of course, it would have been tempting for Jesus 
to take that authority and immediately right all the 
wrongs of the world. Satan’s offer could have also 
seemed like a shortcut to kingship that wouldn’t 
require suffering and dying.

However, Jesus would have broken the first and 
greatest commandment to accept this offer (Exodus 
20:3; Matthew 22:37-38).

Jesus is destined to rule the earth, but He was not 
to take rule at that time or in that way. Any change 
He could have made as a temporal king would pale 
in comparison to the transformation He will oversee 
as the King of the coming Kingdom of God. To learn 
more, read “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” 

So, Jesus commanded, “Away with you, Satan! For it 
is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and 
Him only you shall serve’” (Matthew 4: 10).

By rejecting Satan’s ploy, Jesus unequivocally 
defeated His adversary. After offering Jesus the entire 
earth, Satan had nothing higher to offer. 

We are told simply that “the devil left Him” (verse 11). 

Three lessons for Christians today
The tempter is still busy today. He’s still bombarding 
us with alluring temptations to sin. 

Here are three lessons we can learn about 
overcoming temptation from Jesus’ example:
1. Grow closer to God by practicing the spiritual 

disciplines. The four basic spiritual disciplines are 
prayer, fasting, meditation and Bible study. We are 
told Jesus fasted during this period, but His fasting 
was undoubtedly combined with prayer and 
meditation (focused thought) on God’s Word. 

Though Jesus was physically at His weakest 
point, practicing the spiritual disciplines helped 
Him be at His spiritual peak. The closer we are 
to God, the stronger we will be when faced with 
temptation to sin. We can be spiritually strong 
while being physically weak (2 Corinthians 12:10). 

2. Jesus had God’s Word in His heart and mind. 
Jesus answered with Scripture every temptation 
Satan lobbed at Him. He was able to do that 
because He had read, studied and internalized 
the Scriptures. He applied the principle of Psalm 
119:11: “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I 
might not sin against You.” 

The more God’s Word is in our heart, the more 
likely we will be able to draw on it when we need it. 

3. Jesus rejected temptation quickly. The Gospel 
accounts don’t describe Jesus taking time to ponder 
Satan’s offers. He didn’t linger over His options or 
dwell on the sin’s possible benefits. He refused to let 
the temptations linger in His mind. One of the key 
words the Bible uses when talking about temptation 
is flee (1 Corinthians 6:18; 10:14; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 
Timothy 2:22). In other words, run away! 

Don’t let the temptation simmer in your mind as 
an option! Once you identify sin for what it is, flee 
from it. Physically, that means removing yourself 
from its presence. Mentally, that means quickly 
cutting it off as an option.  

The wilderness temptation is one of the most 
important and instructive periods of Jesus’ physical 
life. Since we all face temptations on a daily basis, we 
should study this confrontation so we can better resist 
sin and . . .

Walk as He walked. 
—Erik Jones

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/king-of-kings-and-lord-of-lords/
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BY THE 

WAY

It is the most beautiful building I’ve ever seen, a 
mystical structure whose white marble changes 
colors with the phases of the day. A stunning, 

soaring monument to both the power of love and 
the pain of separation, one’s first view of it brings a 
humbled feeling of awe. 

It is the Taj Mahal.

A perfect memorial to undying love
At the death of his favorite wife—Mumtaz Mahal—
as she gave birth to her 14th child in 1631, the 
great Mughal emperor Shah Jahan commissioned 
a magnificent tomb for her. The result was the 
impressive marble-clad complex of the Taj Mahal, 
world-famous for its uniquely beautiful architecture. 
Shah Jahan was eventually buried by her side.

Today it’s best to arrive early, when the site first 
opens, to beat the subtropical heat and to get ahead of 
the crowds that come every day. Listed among the New 
Seven Wonders of the World, the mausoleum draws 6 
million visitors a year. 

Photo opportunities are endless; every angle seems 
impossibly beautiful. The best architects of the 
region and age worked to make a perfect memorial to 
undying love. It is estimated that it would cost a billion 
dollars to recreate the Taj Mahal today.

Vastly more than the sum of its parts
There is, however, evidence, sometimes disputed, that 
in the 1830s the Taj was nearly destroyed, its marble 
to be sold piecemeal in London! It seems the price the 
marble would fetch was deemed insufficient, and the 
effort was abandoned. 

Imagine dismantling the Taj Mahal for the mere 
price of the stone! How foolishly shortsighted that 
would have been!

The worth of great masterpieces goes infinitely 
beyond the cost of the raw materials used. A different 
kind of calculation must be used to judge their value. 

Count the cost
This principle is found in the Bible, in the context of 
the Christian commitment to follow Jesus Christ. In 
Luke 14 Jesus spoke of how builders and kings have to 
“count the cost” of their great projects, architectural or 

military, to make sure they can finish what they start. 
The lesson is that every follower of Christ must “bear 
his cross” and “forsake all that he has” in order to be 
His disciple. 

The cost of discipleship may seem high, but the 
resulting value of a submissive Christian life goes far 
beyond the worth of the raw human materials devoted 
to the purpose. God’s great goal is to bring “many 
sons and daughters to glory” (Hebrews 2:10, New 
International Version). 

Eternity in the glorious family God is now forming—
there can be no greater destiny! The price required is a 
pittance.

How foolish would it be to refuse or neglect to pay 
that meager cost? Much more foolish than to sell the 
magnificent Taj Mahal for its marble.

Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

How Much Is It Worth?

Ph
ot

o:
 iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m

https://twitter.com/JoelMeeker


Discover the Feasts of the Lord 
at the Learning Center on  

LifeHopeandTruth.com

God has a plan for you—and not just you but 
the whole human race, past, present and future. 
In this 10-part video series, we’ll explore what 
that future is and how you can be part of it.

DISCOVER.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/video-series/feasts-of-the-lord/

