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“If God made us in his image, we have returned 
him the favor.” 

Various people get credit for this quote, but 
it’s the 18th-century French philosopher Voltaire who 
originated the notion.

Voltaire held some rather skewed views of God, 
but his insights regarding many religious practices, 
especially those based on superstition, were often 
razor-sharp. Sacred cows did not escape his wit, nor 
was he bothered by alienating, as often happened, the 
pious traditionalists.

Making His religion in our image as well
Voltaire wasn’t the first to recognize that we’ve 
refashioned God in our image. Long before, God said 
through the prophet Isaiah, “These people draw near 
with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but have 
removed their hearts far from Me, and their fear toward 
Me is taught by the commandment of men” (Isaiah 29:13).

But along with wrong—even insulting—man-made 
ideas about God have come wrong, man-made 
ideas about worshipping Him. Dozens of doctrines 
and practices seen in churches today would be 
unrecognizable to the early apostles like Paul, Peter, 
James, John—and Jesus Himself. They, and others 
following, fought tirelessly against many teachings that 
eventually crept into and forever altered Christianity. 

As we are now nearing what most Western religions 
consider to be the holiest time of year, some of these 
are in the spotlight. The “Should Christians Celebrate 
Passover?” article in this issue shines light on the 
core question: Are today’s worship practices based on 
Scripture or invented by man? 

Institutionalizing religious fraud
God Himself instituted sacred commemorations to be 
annually observed in this season, and several articles 
in this issue focus on their deep, spiritual significance.

But we also take aim at one of the contrived ideas 
that wormed its way into religious tradition: Jesus 
being crucified on Friday and rising on Easter Sunday. 
It’s unbiblical and illogical (try fitting three days and 
three nights into that time frame); it was never taught 
in the Church Jesus established; and it corrupted the 
true meaning of God’s holy days. 

Other practices with zero biblical authority—
bunnies, eggs, hot cross buns, Lent, Ash Wednesday—
also found their way into church practices over the 
centuries. How? Why? Very simply, powerful people 
knew that blending in pagan religious practices 
would attract more devotees. It was nothing less than 
institutionalizing religious fraud. Doing it in God’s 
name was sacrilege.

Strong words to those who genuinely hold dear their 
beliefs? Maybe, but we hope anyone reading Discern 
holds equally dear a desire for discovering truth. Such 
criticisms are aimed at practices, not people. 

Bottom line: Does it matter?
Frankly, if you could somehow observe the people 
and practices of the Church in the days of Paul, 
Peter, James, Jude and John, you probably wouldn’t 
recognize them. Worst of all, most of those men, 
and countless other faithful people, gave their lives 
valiantly resisting changes that led to pagan practices 
becoming ingrained in conventional Christianity. 

Can we shrug our shoulders at religious practices 
that once were heretical but now are entrenched? 
Does it matter to God if we recreate Him in our own 
image, or reinvent the Church Jesus established? Does 
God give us the authority to ignore the Bible and 
decide when and how we will worship Him based on 
the ideas of men?

Research tells you where these things came from. 
Discernment tells you whether or not it matters.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

Making God and Religion in Our Image

CONSIDER
THIS



4 DISCERN March/April 2022

Should Christians pass 
over the annual Passover 
or celebrate it? What are 
God’s instructions about 
this often-overlooked 
festival observed by the 
early Church?

Should 
Christians 
Celebrate 
Passover?
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In much of the religious world, adherents search for meaning, purpose and validation in a 
familiar cadence of religious festivals. 

This concept is common in the professing Christian world as well. Various sects and 
denominations have adopted a variety of festivals, often borrowed from ancient and pagan 
cultures. Long ago they affixed biblical or moral themes and proclaimed these days Christian. 

Commonly celebrated festivals, ranging from Easter to Christmas, were often lifted 
directly from preexisting pagan festivities and given Christian-sounding names. (For more 
information, review our online article “Holy Days vs. Holidays.”)

Students of the Bible, recognizing the contradiction and confusion caused by blending 
pagan rituals with Christian ideals, are often left unmoored from cultural and family 
traditions. Yet many would-be Christians still yearn for meaningful religious festivals 
and practices.

In recent years, this desire has led some Christians to look to Jewish culture for customs 
and practices to fill this void. One custom adopted by some churches is the traditional 
Jewish Passover seder. 

The seder meal
The origin of the formalized seder meal, with its distinctive, structured rituals, prayers and 
traditions, is unclear from history. Many scholars assert that the seder developed after the 
destruction of the second temple in Jerusalem in A.D. 70, when observant Jews no longer 
had access to a temple for religious ceremonies. Regardless, the formulaic ritual of the 
seder, a central practice in modern Judaism, is not found in the Bible. 

For Christians seeking traditions with fewer pagan overtones, the seder may seem to 
provide a sense of being close to history. However, in the rush to appropriate the Jewish 
seder, many Christians overlook or ignore the underlying festival—the annual Passover—
which was given by divine instruction. 

The first Passover
The Passover was established by God as a central event in His sacred calendar. The Bible 
sets the stage in Exodus 7-11. God had sent Moses to lead Israel out of slavery in Egypt. To 
do this, God had brought a series of nine plagues on Egypt. After each plague, Pharaoh still 
refused to allow the Israelites to leave. 

But the 10th plague would crush Egyptian resistance and bring liberty to the enslaved 
Israelites. God foretold, “All the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the female servant who is behind the 
handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals” (Exodus 11:5). 

God made provisions for protecting the children of Israel from this plague. That deliverance 
was through the Passover. Exodus 12 gives the details of this incredible event. Each household 
killed a lamb. Blood from the lamb was placed on the doorposts and on the lintel of the 
dwelling, and the Israelites stayed indoors during that night.

God said, “For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt . . . Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you 
to destroy you” (Exodus 12:12-13).

It was a dramatic scene. God established the Passover as the first annual festival for His 
people, to remind them of this divine deliverance (Leviticus 23:4-5). After they settled in Ph
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the Promised Land, Passover became a pilgrimage 
festival, with families journeying to Jerusalem to keep 
this special celebration. 

Passover and the other “feasts of the Lord” (verse 2) 
were touchstones in the national relationship with God. 
Download our booklet From Holidays to Holy Days: God’s 
Plan for You for more information on these festivals. 

Pass over the Passover?
What about Christians? Should Christians pass over the 
Passover? Or does God expect Christians to faithfully 
observe this annual festival?

The answer might surprise you. Most professing 
Christian denominations largely ignore the Passover. 
Some communities substitute a weekly or monthly 
communion ritual. (See our online article “The Last 
Supper or Passover?” for more details on this practice.) 

However, thousands of faithful Christians continue 
to observe the annual Passover festival in accordance 
with the New Testament instructions. Exploring these 
instructions may challenge you to consider observing 
this festival as well.

Did Jesus celebrate Passover?
By definition, Christians are disciples or students 
of Jesus Christ. Peter was inspired to comment that 
Christians should pattern their behavior and practices 
after the example of Jesus (1 Peter 2:21). 

In considering whether Christians should observe 
the Passover, Christ’s personal example carries 
enormous weight. 

While the Bible does not record many details about 
Jesus’ upbringing, it is clear that Jesus and His physical 
family kept the annual Passover. For example, Luke 
records that Jesus’ “parents went to Jerusalem every 
year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according 
to the custom of the feast” (Luke 2:41-42). 

Jesus continued this annual practice into adulthood. In 
the last days of His physical life, Jesus again made certain 
to observe the Passover—modeling this practice for His 
followers. Jesus told His disciples, “My time is at hand; I will 
keep the Passover . . . with My disciples” (Matthew 26:18). 

The four Gospel writers affirm Christ’s active 
participation in the annual Passover (Matthew 26; Mark 
14; Luke 22; John 13). 

There is no doubt about whether Jesus and His disciples 
celebrated Passover. However, some argue that Passover 
was observed merely as a cultural practice and was limited 
to the Jewish people. Does the Bible address this issue?

Christ’s command: “Do this in 
remembrance of Me”
Those who desire to follow Jesus, as Head of the Church, 
should carefully consider His plain instructions.

On the last night of His physical life, Jesus  
gathered with His followers for the annual Passover. 
This would be a momentous period of transition for 
His disciples. Jesus, knowing what was coming and 
understanding the magnitude and impact of His 
betrayal, arrest and crucifixion, provided  
guidance, encouragement and admonition to His 
followers (John 13-17). 

Jesus tenderly admonished, “He who has My 
commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. 
And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will 
love him and manifest Myself to him” (John 14:21). Jesus 
reminded His followers that one measure of their love for 
Him was whether they would follow His instructions. 

The same is true today. As John wrote, “Now by 
this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does 
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him” (1 John 2:3-4).

Among Jesus’ instructions is a clear, straightforward 
command regarding the Passover. On that special 
evening Jesus instituted new symbols, the bread and 
wine, for the New Testament Passover observance. In 
doing so, He said, “Do this in remembrance of Me” 
(Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25).

Do this in remembrance of Me. This is more than a 
suggestion. It is presented as a personal command. 
It carries the gravity of being directly issued by 
Jesus. Passover was enshrined as an ordinance in the 
Christian Church by Jesus Himself. His followers will 
diligently strive to keep His commands—including this 
directive to observe the annual Passover.

The Church observes the New Testament 
Passover
Furthermore, we see that the Church of God plainly 
observed this festival in the New Testament. 

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/passover/last-supper-or-passover/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/passover/last-supper-or-passover/
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Paul, when writing to the mostly gentile congregation 
in Corinth, commented, “For indeed Christ, our 
Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep 
the feast” (1 Corinthians 5:7-8). Later in the letter, Paul 
reviewed the practice of observing Passover, affirming 
the significance and serious nature of this festival of 
God for the Church community (1 Corinthians 11:17-32). 

It should be noted when reading this passage that the 
Corinthian congregation was well aware of the Passover 
festival as well as the Days of Unleavened Bread that follow. 
For more information on the rich meaning and relevance 
of this second festival, study our online article “The Feast of 
Unleavened Bread: Pursuing a Life of Righteousness.”

Had the Passover been enshrined as merely a Jewish 
festival, it would not have been carried forward into 
the New Testament Church. The Bible records that even 
congregations largely populated by non-Jews, such as 
the one in Corinth, were instructed on the importance 
and necessity of the New Testament Passover. 

Rather than being a feast of the Jews, the Bible 
shows Passover and other festivals belong to the Lord 
(Leviticus 23:1-2). 

There is no hint in the Bible that the Church of God 
abandoned this special festival. 

The meaning of Passover for you
The Bible presents ample evidence that God established 
the Passover. Jesus and the New Testament Church 
of God faithfully observed it. Those who observe this 
festival benefit from the vibrant and resonant meaning 
embedded in the Passover. 

As previously mentioned, for the first Passover in 
Egypt each Israelite household killed a lamb, placed the 
blood on the doorposts, and then stayed indoors as the 
Lord passed over Egypt and brought deliverance and 
liberty to His people (Exodus 12). 

This ancient practice foreshadowed the coming of 
Jesus and His redemptive sacrifice to enable salvation 
for the human family. 

This is where the annual Passover becomes incredibly 
personal. We all need redemption. All humans, other than 
Jesus, have sinned and earned the penalty of eternal death 
(Romans 3:23; 6:23). The Passover frames God’s plan to offer 
redemption to you, me and everyone else who repents of sin. 

The apostle Paul explained that Jesus is our Passover 
(1 Corinthians 5:7). Jesus lived and died, shedding 

His blood to pay our death penalty, “because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were 
previously committed” (Romans 3:25, emphasis added). 

Peter boldly proclaimed that Christians are 
redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19). 
Read our online article “Sacrifice of Jesus” for a more 
detailed explanation.

Far from being just an ancient practice, the festival of 
Passover is relevant for everyone today.

The Passover today
The annual festival of Passover reminds Christians of 
the spectacular blessing of Christ’s sacrifice. So, how 
should a Christian observe the Passover today? Should 
Christians adopt the Jewish seder?

The Bible provides the answer. Jesus, as the Lamb of 
God, changed the Passover symbols for His followers. 
Jesus commanded that His disciples take of the 
unleavened bread and wine representing His broken body 
and shed blood (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 
22:14-20). This was to be done annually on the Passover.

The apostle Paul explained that the New Testament 
Passover is not a festive meal (1 Corinthians 11:20-
29). There is no need to appropriate the Jewish seder. 
Instead, the Passover is a sober occasion whereby 
Christians, in partaking of the wine and bread, 
“proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes” (verse 26). 

Christians also wash one another’s feet on Passover, 
following the example and instruction of Jesus (John 
13:1-17). More information on this practice is discussed 
in our online article “Passover and Forgiveness.”

Baptized members of the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association, much like thousands of other 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ since the founding 
of the Church, gather on Passover evening to follow 
Christ’s guidance and example. As the Old Testament 
Passover was reserved for those who made the 
commitment of circumcision (Exodus 12:48), those who 
have made the commitment of baptism renew their 
covenant with God at the New Testament Passover.

Christians should not pass over this special festival of 
the Lord. Instead, we should follow the instructions of 
our Master, the Chief Shepherd and Lamb of God, and 
observe the New Testament Passover. 

—Jason Hyde

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/feast-of-unleavened-bread/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/feast-of-unleavened-bread/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/sacrifice-of-jesus/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/forgiveness/passover-and-forgiveness/
https://cogwa.org/
https://cogwa.org/


The nation of Egypt 
plays a prominent role 
in biblical history and 
symbolism. Egypt will 
also become an example 
of transformation!

Egypt 
A Story of 
Transformation

The modern nation of Egypt may be celebrating 
100 years of independence, but its history goes far 
deeper into antiquity.

In fact, Egypt is mentioned many times in the Bible, 
from Genesis to Revelation. As a software developer of 
Egyptian heritage, I am intrigued by how many times 
Egypt is mentioned compared to other nations. 

In the King James Version of the Bible:
• “Egypt” is found 611 times (735 times if you include 

“Egyptian” and “Egyptians”).
• “Egypt” is mentioned in 32 books of the Bible 

(including five books in the New Testament).

In contrast, “Babylon” is found 286 times; “Moab,” 168 
times; and “Assyria,” 118 times.

Of course, Israel is mentioned about four times as often 
as Egypt in 47 books (13 books of the New Testament). 

Still, Egypt gets a lot of press, considering that the 
Bible is primarily about Israel.

The nation of Egypt plays various roles in the Bible 
and provides several important lessons for us.

Egypt enslaved Israel
Early on in the Bible, Egypt is seen in a negative light, 
and for good reason.
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Pharaoh enslaved the Israelites in fear that they 
would rebel against Egypt as they grew great in 
number (Exodus 1:9-11).

When they continued to increase, Pharaoh escalated 
his response by treating them more harshly and even 
ordering the male babies to be killed (verses 12-16, 22). 
But God saved a young baby from Pharaoh’s hand—
ironically, to be raised in Pharaoh’s own household—to 
deliver the Israelites from slavery. Pharaoh’s daughter 
rescued the baby she found in a basket in the river and 
named him Moses, signifying he was drawn from the 
water (Exodus 2:1-10). 

After spending his first 40 years as a prince of Egypt, 
Moses became concerned about his people in bondage 
and struck an Egyptian dead to defend an Israelite. 
But when Pharaoh found out, Moses fled to the land of 
Midian (verses 11-15). 

Forty years later, God sent Moses back to Egypt to 
confront the new Pharaoh (Exodus 7:7). Moses pleaded 
with Pharaoh to release the Israelite slaves, but he 
refused to do so, so God sent a series of plagues on the 
land of Egypt (verses 1-6). 

Egypt and the Passover
After the 10th plague, the death of the Egyptian 
firstborn at Passover (Exodus 12:11-14), Pharaoh was 
forced to release the slaves, as God broke the pride of 
his power (verses 29-31). 

Moses then led the Israelites to the Red Sea, but 
Pharaoh changed his mind and sent his army against 
them (Exodus 14:2-9). God divided the Red Sea, freeing 
the slaves from Egypt—but drowning the Egyptian 
army when He returned the water to its full depth 
(verses 21-31). 

Egypt as a symbol of sin
Moses then led the people to Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:1). 
God gave them the 10 Commandments, which begin 
with the preamble: “I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). 

This might seem like a strange introduction to the 
timeless 10 Commandments, as it was literally true only 
for those who came out of Egypt. 

Yet the statement applies to all people. Egypt in the 
Bible is a type of this sinful world. For example, at one 

point sinful Jerusalem is described spiritually as Sodom 
and Egypt (Revelation 11:8). Sodom was known for its 
decadence and sexual depravities, sins which our societies 
have also fallen into. For its slavery of the Israelites, Egypt 
is a type of slavery to sin, which we all fall under. 

While we today were not slaves in Egypt, we have 
all been slaves to this sinful world. As Jesus stated, 
“Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin” (John 8:34). 

It is Jesus who frees us from the slavery of sin. As 
the slavery of Egypt is a type of this sinful world, 
the Pharaoh who enslaved the Israelites is a type of 
Satan, and the Passover lamb that the Israelites killed 
prefigures Jesus Christ who died for us as our Passover 
(1 Corinthians 5:7; John 1:29).

The Israelites’ freedom after crossing the Red Sea 
pictures Christians having their sins washed away 
in baptism (1 Corinthians 10:1-2; Revelation 1:5). 
This is part of the conversion process that includes 
our commitment to repent of our sins (Luke 3:3) 
and never return to our former life of sinful habits 
(Exodus 13:17-18).

Egypt as an example of false worship 
and false hope
Despite having left Egypt, the Israelites later reverted to 
the false worship system of Egypt. They made a golden 
calf (Exodus 32:1-4), which represented a pagan god the 
Egyptians worshipped, instead of listening to God’s 
commandment forbidding the use of graven images 
(Exodus 20:4-5). 

When they were in despair in the wilderness, the 
Israelites talked about returning to Egypt instead of 
trusting God (Exodus 14:12; Numbers 14:3). They failed to 
trust in God and instead looked to men for their salvation. 

Hundreds of years later, Jeroboam sought refuge in 
Egypt from King Solomon, then returned to lead the 
10 northern tribes in rebellion after Solomon’s death 
(1 Kings 11:40; 12:2). Jeroboam became king of the 
house of Israel (1 Kings 12:19-20), splitting Israel into 
two nations. Sadly, Jeroboam was a wicked king and 
reinstated the false worship system found in Egypt by 
erecting two gold calves in Israel (verse 28). 

Trusting in Egypt
Around 300 years later, Assyria threatened Israel, and 
Israel relied on Egypt for rescue instead of trusting Ph
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God. God rebuked Israel for it: “Woe to those who 
go down to Egypt for help . . . who do not look to the 
Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!” (Isaiah 31:1; 
compare 30:2). 

After Assyria carried Israel away, the king of Assyria 
warned Hezekiah, the king of Judah, not to trust 
Egypt, calling it a “staff of this broken reed” (Isaiah 
36:6). Hezekiah was one of the few righteous kings 
of Judah, and he relied on God (Isaiah 37:1-7, 14-20) 
instead of Egypt, and God delivered Judah from the 
hand of Assyria. 

Years later, Judah was threatened by Babylon. This 
time Judah made the mistake of relying on Egypt 
instead of trusting God. When the Babylonian army 
came up against Jerusalem, the Egyptian army came 
to the city’s aid, causing the Babylonians to retreat. 
But this was a temporary deliverance. As the prophet 
Jeremiah warned (Jeremiah 37:5-8), the Egyptian army 
returned home, and the Babylonians came back and 
destroyed the city. 

God calls Egypt a “staff of reed,” an allusion to  
the reeds that grow on the bank of the Nile River.  
The expression meant that Egypt could not be 
trusted, and that to trust them would result in one’s 
hurt. Because a reed cannot support your body 
weight, leaning against it would cause it to break and 
to pierce you (Isaiah 36:6; compare Ezekiel 29:6-7).  
To this day, a “broken reed” is an idiom for 
“something or someone that fails when relied on for 
support or help.”

The Bible teaches us to put our trust in God for 
deliverance rather than relying on another human 
being (Jeremiah 17:5, 7; Psalms 118:8; 146:3).

Egypt as an example of transformation
When Jesus Christ returns to the earth, His feet 
will stand on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; 
compare Acts 1:11). Jesus will establish His Kingdom 
on earth, and the resurrected saints will rule with 
Him (Revelation 5:10; Daniel 2:44; 4:3, 34; 7:14, 18,  
22, 27; Isaiah 9:6-7). 

The headquarters of Jesus’ Kingdom will be 
Jerusalem, and from there, God’s law will be  
taught (Micah 4:2; Isaiah 2:3). This includes the 
seventh-day Sabbath (Isaiah 66:23; Exodus 20:8-
11; Leviticus 23:1-3) and God’s annual festivals 

(Leviticus 23:4-44), including the Feast of 
Tabernacles (verses 33-42). 

Zechariah records a warning that if a nation like 
Egypt does not keep the Feast of Tabernacles, the 
nation will be punished, including having rain 
withheld (Zechariah 14:18). The lesson is not just for 
Egypt, however. This is a message for all nations that 
rebel against Jesus’ authority (verse 19). 

Such punishments will continue till they learn 
and are transformed to become “HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD” (verse 20). The nations will learn that their  
old way, which caused suffering and death, will not  
be tolerated. 

Egypt and the other nations will learn their lesson. 
God’s Kingdom will be known for righteousness and 
justice (Isaiah 11:4-5). 

Even the animals will experience a transformation, 
where wild animals of prey will dwell safely with 
tame animals (verses 6-8). This is also symbolic for 
the transformations our nations will experience, so 
much so that they will “not hurt nor destroy” in  
God’s Kingdom. Why? Because “the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea” (verse 9). 

“Blessed is Egypt My people”
God will bring Israel back from where He had 
scattered them and restore them (verse 10). Then He 
will establish a highway between Egypt and Assyria, 
the traditional enemies of Israel, and will transform 
Egypt and Assyria into righteous nations and a 
blessing. Then it will be said, “Blessed is Egypt My 
people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel 
My inheritance” (Isaiah 19:25).

What a transformation that will be! God’s Kingdom 
will spread to include all nations. Even as these enemy 
nations will be transformed, so will the whole earth. 

Unfortunately, it seems some nations will have 
to learn the hard way that their old ways lead to 
death (Ezekiel 38; Proverbs 14:12). But we can escape 
learning the hard way and commit our lives to Jesus 
Christ today. 

Learn how God’s law can transform us and change 
our lives (Psalm 19:7) by downloading our free biblical 
booklet Change Your Life.

— Isaac Khalil
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It was a pretty typical church service. Our normal 
facility was not available, and we had moved to a 
gymnasium for the service. We were all sitting in 

folding chairs. Our youngest son was still a small baby, 
and I had finally gotten him to sleep and settled on his 
blanket on the floor. 

With a “whew” and a wipe of my brow, I settled in 
to listen to the message. Partway through the sermon, 
however, what I thought were my “mommy hormones” 
kicked in, and I felt a need to hold my baby. 

Now, any of you who have taken a baby to church 
know that once your baby goes down for a nap, you 
don’t touch him or her. You just let your baby sleep. 
But the compelling need to hold him just kept getting 
stronger and stronger, and finally, I gave in and picked 
him up and snuggled him in my lap. 

Within minutes, the chair of the gentleman sitting 
in front of us collapsed, and he and his broken chair 
landed on the blanket where our little guy had  
been sleeping!

I know, with absolute certainty, that God protected 
my sweet baby.

Recognizing God’s intervention
I believe in miracles. If we stop and look around, 
we will find that God does, with great power, 

When we pray for a 
miracle, do we recognize 
God’s hand, even if it isn’t 
exactly what we prayed 
for—or even knew to pray 
for? Here’s why I believe 
in miracles.

MIRACLE 
STORIES

DISCERN
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miraculously intervene in His people’s lives—in little 
ways and in big ways.

Why is it important to recognize God’s intervening 
hand in our lives? 

First of all, we need to give credit where credit is due. 
Every good and perfect gift comes from God (James 
1:17). Do you ask God for protection, for healing, for 
direction, for encouragement? I would guess that most 
praying people do. So, when intervention comes, we 
should know who gave it. 

Recognizing God as the giver of all good things—
including miracles—helps us put ourselves in 
perspective. We cannot take credit for what He does! 
We must give God the credit.

Following right behind that, recognizing God’s 
intervention also gives us the opportunity to thank 
Him for what He does for us. 

Have you ever received a gift that someone made 
especially for you? You know that person thought about 
you and what you needed or wanted. That special, hand-
picked gift softens your heart toward the giver. The gift 
is symbolic of a relationship desired by the giver. 

Every miraculous intervention I can think of was 
tailor-made by God for a specific moment in time—a 
hand-picked gift. 

Unexpected miracles
One day, we were on our way home from a family trip 
and had a flat tire. My husband and I were . . . well, okay, 
we were grumbling about the flat tire as we unloaded 
everything out of the back of the van. We even saw a 
sheriff’s car go by as we were changing the tire, and he 
didn’t stop and help. 

We got it all buttoned back up and the van repacked 
as the sheriff pulled in behind us. He apologized for 
not stopping earlier, but said he had had a call. We got 
back on the road, and just over the hill was his “call”—a 
terrible accident. 

Everyone was quiet as we drove slowly around the 
wreckage. From the back of the van, our oldest son, a 
young teen at the time, said, “You know, if we hadn’t 
had a flat tire, we would have been in the middle of 
that accident.” 

Our young son pointed out the opportunity we had to 
be really thankful that God allowed us to have a flat tire! 
It was a hand-picked gift for a specific moment in time. 

God’s hand
Recognizing God’s miracles helps us to be aware of 
His constant involvement and attention in His people’s 
lives. We should relish that involvement and seek it out. 

Picture how physical fathers walk beside their 
children, holding their hands as they toddle along. A 
father helps his child to walk the path and avoid the 
dangers that might be there. He diligently watches out 
for his little one. Sometimes the dad guides the child 
around something; sometimes he warns the child not 
to step on something; and sometimes the dad picks the 
child up to keep him or her away from danger. 

God is like that too. He is always beside us, watching 
out for us, warning us of danger, guiding us, sometimes 
picking us up and carrying us, sometimes letting us 
learn a lesson (Deuteronomy 31:6; Psalm 23). 

Do we see His hand in our everyday lives? Do we 
look for it?

All of these aspects highlight the special relationship 
that God wants to have with us. He loves us, and we are 
important to Him. 

The most important modern miracles
I want to tell you one more miracle story. It’s probably 
my favorite. 

Last year, I was standing out on the patio of a 
friend’s home. A number of us were gathered around 
the pool. I watched as my son (the one who didn’t get 
squashed by the collapsing chair all those years ago) 
was baptized—plunged beneath the water and then 
brought back up as a new man. He then had hands 
laid on him and received God’s Holy Spirit to dwell 
inside of him and help him walk the path God has 
laid out for him.

You see, the greatest miracle of all is that God has a 
plan that includes each one of us. He wants each of us 
to be children in His family. He gave His Son so our sins 
could be forgiven. And He wants to help us change our 
hearts and our minds so that we can join Him in His 
family. That’s pretty amazing! It’s even more amazing 
than . . . well, than all the other miracles. 

A fallible, mortal, sinful human being can change—
because of God’s miraculous intervention—and become 
a child of God. 

I believe in miracles. Don’t you?
 —Mary Clark Ph
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Wise King Solomon noted the immense power 
of speech when he said: “Death and life are in 
the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21). We 

continue to see the truth of this proverb played out today.
Unfortunately, rude and disparaging discourse has 

escalated around the world. Studies over several years 
by Weber Shandwick and KRC Research have found 
that “Americans continue to report that incivility 
is harming America’s future, our standing in the 

world and our democracy” (Civility in America 2019: 
Solutions for Tomorrow).

In their 2019 report the researchers wrote: “This year’s 
study finds once again that Americans have a deep 
concern about the state of civility in our nation. Our 
results show that the vast majority of Americans—93%—
identify incivility as a problem, with most classifying 
it as a ‘major’ problem (68%). This disturbing rate has 
changed little since 2010.”

Disrespectful speech is on the rise. What does the Bible say about the way we 
communicate and the life-and-death power of our words? How can we improve?

Life and  
Death Are  
in the Power 
of the Tongue

LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 13
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As for the sources of this incivility, Americans, no 
matter their political affiliation, consistently blame 
social media and the Internet, the White House, 
politicians in general, the news media and both liberal 
and conservative social activists. 

Dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic has 
placed further strain on our ability to have healthy 
communication. Tim Levine, chair of the Department 
of Communication Studies at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, explains: “There is some 
interesting and important research on the effects of 
social isolation on communication. 

“One impact is that, the less contact we have with 
other people, the more we become suspicious of 
other people. This can make others more defensive 
and lead to a vicious spiral where isolation leads 
to suspicion, which begets defensiveness, which 
reinforces the suspicion and leads to further isolation 
as a self-fulfilling prophesy [sic]” (quoted by Yvonne 
Taunton, “How Has COVID-19 Affected the Way We 
Communicate?”). 

Political incivility
Because of their overarching effect on all citizens, 
toxic relationships between political parties are 
particularly unhealthy for democracies. Unfortunately, 
highly partisan, accusatory and hate-filled types of 
communication have increased substantially.

A month before the 2020 U.S. presidential election, 
the title of a Politico opinion piece by multiple highly 
credentialed authors read: “Americans Increasingly 
Believe Violence Is Justified If the Other Side Wins.” 

Around the same time a Northwestern University–led 
study found that “disdain for the opposing political 
party now—and for the first time on record—outweighs 
affection for one’s own party.”

The study used the term political sectarianism 
to describe the heightened emotions discourteous 
communication can evoke. “The current state 
of political sectarianism produces prejudice, 
discrimination and cognitive distortion, undermining 
the ability of government to serve its core functions 
of representing the people and solving the nation’s 
problems,” said lead author Eli Finkel. 

“Along the way, it makes people increasingly willing 
to support candidates who undermine democracy and 

to favor violence in support of their political goals” 
(Northwestern.edu).

While the studies cited are U.S.-based, incivility in 
communication is not limited to Americans. A quick 
perusal of proceedings in the United Nations and 
communications between heads of state, including 
those of the U.S., Russia, China, North Korea, Iran and 
Israel, reveal (or at best thinly cover) the deep divisions 
and distrust that exist between some nations. 

Bible verses about the tongue in the Old 
Testament
Scriptures about the tongue are plentiful. God’s Word 
is not lacking when it comes to helpful guidance on 
how we are to communicate. Consider the following 
passages from the Old Testament:
• Exodus 20:16: “You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor.”
• Psalm 34:13: “Keep your tongue from evil, and 

your lips from speaking deceit.”
• Psalm 37:30: “The mouth of the righteous 

speaks wisdom, and his tongue talks of justice.”
• Psalm 120:2: “Deliver my soul, O Lord, from 

lying lips and from a deceitful tongue.”
• Proverbs 10:19: “In the multitude of words  

sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lips 
is wise.”

• Proverbs 12:19: “The truthful lip shall be 
established forever, but a lying tongue is but  
for a moment.”

• Proverbs 13:3: “He who guards his mouth 
preserves his life, but he who opens wide his 
lips shall have destruction.”

The ninth of God’s 10 Commandments instructs us 
not to lie. Other passages from the wisdom literature 
of the Old Testament affirm that a godly person will be 
careful about what he or she says. 

Bible verses about the tongue in the 
New Testament
During His earthly ministry, Jesus further explained 
the importance of carefully choosing what we say. 

Matthew 12:36-37: “But I say to you that for every 
idle word men may speak, they will give account of it 
in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

https://www.uab.edu/news/research/item/11542-how-has-covid-19-affected-the-way-we-communicate
https://www.uab.edu/news/research/item/11542-how-has-covid-19-affected-the-way-we-communicate
https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2020/10/study-republicans-and-democrats-hate-the-other-side-more-than-they-love-their-own-side/
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Here are additional passages in the New Testament, 
where James and Peter reflected on Jesus’ assertion.
• James 3:2: “For we all stumble in many 

things. If anyone does not stumble in 
word, he is a perfect man, able also to 
bridle the whole body.”

• James 3:7-10: “For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed by mankind. 
But no man can tame the tongue. It is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With 
it we bless our God and Father, and with 
it we curse men, who have been made in 
the similitude of God. Out of the same 
mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be so.”

• 1 Peter 3:10: “For ‘He who would love 
life and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips from 
speaking deceit.’”

The New Testament teaching on controlling what we 
say adds emphasis to the instruction found in the Old 
Testament. Jesus explains that we will be justified—
considered right in God’s eyes—by our words and 
judged by our words.

Keys to godly communication: life in the 
power of the tongue
Researchers have a number of recommendations about 
how public discourse can be improved. Tips include:
• Check reputable sources before believing 

or sharing information.
• Respectfully listen to another’s perspective 

before responding.
• Strive to set a good example in your own 

communications. 
These suggestions have merit and biblical support 

(Proverbs 18:17; James 1:19; Matthew 5:16). But there is 
an even more important foundation to consider that 
can help us implement this advice. 

This nugget of truth about the foundation of  
godly communication is connected with Jesus’ 
teaching that we will be justified and judged by the 
words we use. His astute observation was, “For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” 
(Matthew 12:34).

What Jesus was noting was that we humans say 
what we think. If we want to have civil, respectful 
communication, we need to start with a mind-set 
that respects others. To train our minds to have 
this perspective, we need to follow Peter’s simple 
but insightful advice to “honor all people. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king” (1 Peter 2:17). 

How to acquire respect for others
The Bible tells us that the way we can acquire a mental 
perspective that respects everyone is through a process 
called conversion (Acts 3:19). God’s Word explains that 
we humans have an inherent nature called the “carnal 
mind” that invites “hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 
heresies, envy” (Romans 8:7; Galatians 5:19-20). 

While the complete list of “the works of the flesh” 
is more extensive, it is easy to see how these traits in 
particular generate uncivil communication. 

Left unchecked, our natural tendency is to be 
selfish and disrespectful of others. This mind-set is the 
fundamental cause of today’s uncivil communication.

While self-discipline can mitigate the tendency we 
all have to be selfish and disrespectful of others, we 
humans cannot fully master our speech on our own. As 
James wrote, “But no man can tame the tongue. It is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8).

The best way to make permanent improvement in our 
way of thinking and subsequent speech is to repent of 
our sins—including our disrespectful speech—and be 
baptized so we can receive God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 

God’s Spirit is the spark of a new life within us that 
can transform our entire lives—including how we think 
about others and communicate. Of course, God’s Spirit 
doesn’t control us. There will still be a battle within 
us between our two natures. But with God’s help, our 
spiritual nature can overcome our carnal nature.

Paul referred to this change in our mind-set as a 
process by which we are “transformed” from our 
human nature into a godly nature. As he wrote, “Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2; compare 2 
Corinthians 3:18). 

For further study on how to make this change in your 
life, see our booklet Change Your Life.

 —David Treybig

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/booklets/
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“You of little faith.” Those words from our Lord 
and Savior must have stung His disciples 
deeply.

After all, they had given up everything to follow 
Him. They trusted Him enough to leave behind their 
former jobs and security. They had seen His miracles 
and believed His teachingsw.

Yet it was true. Jesus knew that they still had little 
faith—that they needed to grow in faith.

“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
One of the most memorable miracles in the Bible is 
when Jesus walked on water. 

It was night, and the disciples were out in the middle 
of the Sea of Galilee in a boat tossed by the waves. Then, 
suddenly, they thought they saw someone or something 
walking on the water! They cried out in fear.

But Jesus said, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be 
afraid” (Matthew 14:27).

Then Peter said something that I don’t think would 
have ever occurred to me to say: “Lord, if it is You, 
command me to come to You on the water” (verse 28).

“So He said, ‘Come.’ And when Peter had come down 
out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.

“But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he 
was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 
‘Lord, save me!’

“And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and 
caught him, and said to him, ‘O you of little faith, why 
did you doubt?’” (verses 29-31).

Face it. It would have taken quite a bit of faith to 
step over the side of the boat onto water! Peter had 
never been able to walk on water before, so he was 
demonstrating his belief in Jesus’ power to allow him to 
do it now.

He showed faith. 
Until he didn’t. His faith was temporary and quickly 

disturbed by the boisterous wind.
Still, Peter knew where to turn for help. His faith may 

have been little, but it was pointed in the right direction.

“Why are you fearful, O you of little 
faith?”
The Sea of Galilee also played a role in an earlier example 
when Jesus chided His disciples for a lack of faith.

In this case, Jesus was also in the boat. 
“And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that 

the boat was covered with the waves. But He was asleep.

You of  
Little Faith

What can we learn from the times when Jesus chided His 
disciples for their little faith? And from the examples of 
“great faith” He highlighted as well?
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“Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, 
saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing!’

“But He said to them, ‘Why are you fearful, O you of 
little faith?’ Then He arose and rebuked the winds and 
the sea, and there was a great calm” (Matthew 8:24-26).

Parallel accounts may give us more insight. In Luke 
8:25 Jesus asked, “Where is your faith?” And  
in Mark 4:40 He said, “How is it that you have no  
faith?” or, “Do you still have no faith?” (New 
International Version).

Jesus knew His disciples were still growing in faith. 
But perhaps He had hoped they would have had more 
at that point.

Examples of great faith
Earlier in Matthew 8 Jesus highlighted a contrasting 
story of great faith. A centurion, an important officer in 
the Roman army, pleaded with Jesus to heal his servant. 

Jesus was willing to come, but the centurion humbly 
said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come 
under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant 
will be healed” (verse 8).

This military man recognized that just as he could 
order his soldiers to go do something, Jesus could 
command a healing from afar. He understood that Jesus’ 
power to heal was not limited by physical distance.

“When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those 
who followed, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found 
such great faith, not even in Israel!’” (verse 10; also 
recounted in Luke 7:9).

“O woman, great is your faith!”
Matthew and Mark also tell about the time Jesus and 
His disciples traveled to the gentile region of Tyre and 
Sidon to try to get away from the constant press of the 
crowds. Jesus tried to avoid attention, but somehow a 
woman from the area found Him. 

She kept crying out, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 
of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed” 
(Matthew 15:22).

This made things difficult, because Jesus’ specific 
mission then was to go to the “lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (verse 24). The gentiles’ time would be later.

But the woman kept pleading. 
What Jesus said next was said in love, but it certainly 

had the potential to offend her. He explained, “It is not 

good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 
little dogs” (verse 26).

Instead of allowing this to offend her, she humbly and 
wisely replied, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the 
crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (verse 27).

Jesus was impressed with her belief in His healing 
power and His love. Hers was a faith willing to reason 
with God, but unwilling to be offended or to question 
God’s love and fairness.

“Then Jesus answered and said to her, ‘O woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.’ 
And her daughter was healed from that very hour” 
(verse 28).

Some lessons about faith
These memorable examples of little faith and great faith 
can teach us some lessons:

Faith is very important to God. Jesus was 
disappointed by His disciples’ lack of faith, and He was 
impressed by the great faith of the centurion and the 
Syrophoenician woman. Hebrews 11:6 tells us: “Without 
faith it is impossible to please Him.”

Jesus even asked this question: “When the Son of Man 
comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 
18:8). The clear implication is that He wants to find faith, 
and so we must strive to grow in faith.

Don’t make assumptions about other people’s faith. 
It would have seemed logical to expect Jesus’ disciples 
to have had the most faith, and for those from gentile 
nations who didn’t grow up knowing the God of the 
Bible to have had less faith. But these stories turn those 
expectations on their heads.

If the disciples needed to grow in faith, so probably 
do we. After many tests of faith and after receiving the 
power of the Holy Spirit and growing in the fruit of the 
Spirit, the disciples displayed strong faith.

For example, Peter preached powerful sermons and 
stood up to the rulers who commanded him not to 
preach in Jesus’ name (Acts 2-4). 

We, too, can ask for God’s help and study what the 
Bible says about how to grow in faith.

Growing in faith
For a practical Bible study on growing in faith, see our 
article “How to Grow in Faith” and related articles.

—Mike BennettPh
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Since the days of the Greco-Macedonian 
and Roman Empires, Europe has had a 
disproportionate influence in the world. Today, 

European nations individually and the European 
Union as a group continue to be among the wealthiest 
and most powerful actors on the world stage.

But recent crises have highlighted some of the 
weaknesses of Europe in the superpower arena. With 
the EU made up of 27 separate governments each with 
veto power over EU actions, big questions arise about 
what the EU can do in future crises:
• If Russia attacks Ukraine, how will Europe 

respond?
• If Russia cuts off the gas pipelines, what will 

Europe do?
• If China invades Taiwan, will Europe act?

Because of such issues, some have questioned if 
Europe can truly be considered a superpower.

Europe’s superpower status
Zaki Laïdi, in chapter 1 (“Why Europe Cannot Be a 
Superpower”) of his book Norms Over Force (2008), 
makes the following case that still resonates today: 

“Is it conceivable for a political actor that is not a 
state—even if it seeks de facto acknowledgment as such, 
particularly by international institutions—to rise to the 
rank of a superpower? Even more fundamentally, is 
the European project compatible with the very idea of 
power? . . . Europe’s political structure has no historical 
equivalent—it is not a state, even a federal one (and 
nothing indicates that it is on the way to becoming 
one)—but also because, like it or not, the philosophy 
of the European project is historically dominated by a 
refusal of power.”

On the other hand, Andrew Moravcsik, professor of 
politics and director of the European Union Program 
at Princeton University, makes this argument in his 
Foreign Policy article “Europe Is Still a Superpower” 
(April 13, 2017):

“Europe today is a genuine superpower and will 
likely remain one for decades to come. By most 
objective measures, it either rivals or surpasses the 
United States and China in its ability to project a 
full spectrum of global military, economic, and soft 
power. Europe consistently deploys military troops 
within and beyond its immediate neighborhood. It 

manipulates economic power with a skill and success 
unmatched by any other country or region. And 
its ability to employ ‘soft power’ to persuade other 
countries to change their behavior is unique.”

Europe’s strengths
For example, Dr. Moravcsik pointed out, “One 
European specialty is economic power projection. 
To induce political concessions, European countries 
manipulate access to their markets, condition 
economic assistance and exchange, and exploit 
regulatory and institutional dominance. Thus, a basic 
source of European economic power is the raw size of 
its economy.”

In a 2020 Eurobarometer survey people across 
Europe listed some of the strengths they saw in the 
EU. “Europeans consider that the EU’s respect for 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law (32%) and 
its economic, industrial and trading power (30%) are 
its main assets.”

Europe’s weaknesses
Dr. Moravcsik noted that Europe’s economic power 
comes with dangers as well. Europe is the world’s 
largest trader of goods and services, and exports can 
be a source of vulnerability as well as strength. “The 
more trade dependent a country is, the less powerful 
it is. Europe is slightly more trade dependent than the 
United States but far less than China.”

Even more important, many experts question a 
divided Europe’s ability to project military power. 
The NATO’s chaotic and embarrassing retreat from 
Afghanistan deepened Europe’s distrust of American 
leadership. Politico.eu reported that in her annual 
State of the Union address, European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen “stressed that the 
failures in Afghanistan had given new impetus to 
such discussions.

“Paying tribute to fallen soldiers, she said: ‘To make 
sure that their service will never be in vain, we have to 
reflect on how this mission could end so abruptly.’

“She pressed for more cooperation and a frank 
conversation about ‘deeply troubling questions’ 
regarding the future of the NATO military alliance, 
which found itself beholden to a U.S.-set deadline to 
leave Afghanistan.
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“Von der Leyen appeared to endorse greater EU 
military independence, a policy commonly known as 
‘strategic autonomy.’ But she avoided the actual phrase, 
which often leads to eye-rolls and griping, especially 
from eastern EU countries, that Europe cannot protect 
itself without help from the U.S.

“‘Europe can—and clearly should—be able and willing to 
do more on its own,’ von der Leyen said” (Sept. 15, 2021).

Europe’s limitations can be seen in microcosm in the 
balancing act forced on Germany:

“As a European middle power that shares a continent 
with and imports energy from Russia, depends for 
exports on China (Germany’s biggest trading partner 
outside the EU), and relies on the United States for 
its security umbrella, Germany has limited strategic 
options” (Constanze Stelzenmüller, “The Singular 
Chancellor: The Merkel Model and Its Limits,” Foreign 
Affairs, May/June 2021).

The challenges are even greater without Angela 
Merkel’s steady hand on the tiller of Europe’s largest 
economy.

French President Emmanuel Macron desires to fill 
the European leadership hole created by Merkel’s 
departure. In a press conference before France 
assumed the six-month rotating EU presidency, 
President Macron said, “We must move from a Europe 
of cooperation within our borders to a Europe that 
is powerful in the world, fully sovereign, free in its 
choices and master of its destiny.”

France 24 reported, “Progress on the bloc’s joint 
defence capability was also critical for ensuring the 
EU’s sovereignty, stressed Macron.

“Since his election in 2017, the French president has 
been pushing for the EU to stand independently in 
terms of security, and no longer rely solely on the  
US security umbrella inherited since World War II” 
(Sept. 12, 2021).

However, President Macron’s own future is in question 
as he faces a tough presidential election in April.

And even when most Europeans agree on a course of 
action, the complex, almost Byzantine structures of the 
EU can make decisive action nearly impossible.

Observer Andreas Bühler highlighted some of 
these structural issues plaguing the EU: “The EU 
is undeniably crying out for fundamental reforms. 
The financial crisis of 2008 laid bare the structural 

weaknesses of the architecture of the monetary  
union . . . The difference in the economic power of 
the EU Member States between North and South is 
growing ever larger and the Covid-19 crisis may  
well widen the gap even further . . . 

“The EU is frequently forced into compromises in 
foreign and security policy, because the principle of 
unanimity in the European Council makes decisive 
foreign policy action extremely difficult. A European 
Defence Union continues to be a distant prospect as 27 
Member States continue to maintain 27 armies with a 
wide range of salaries, ranks, standards and weapon 
systems” (eu.boell.org, May 5, 2021). 

Getting all 27 governments to agree on anything, let 
alone a contentious issue, is challenging. Some have 
urged reforms to move from unanimity to qualified 
majority voting. Other efforts have, in effect, promoted 
a two-speed Europe, with some nations opting into 
greater integration than others.

A coming transformation?
Will frustration with the paralysis produced by the 
principle of unanimity lead to reforms within the 
European Union or new treaties? Or will a crisis produce 
a whole new, more streamlined European government?

With each crisis, there are new calls for change and 
for Europe to come together to embrace its superpower.

French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire said that the 
debacle in Afghanistan has shown that “Europe has to 
become the number three super-power besides China 
and the United States. Let’s open our eyes, we’re facing 
threats and we cannot rely anymore on the protection of 
the United States” (quoted in EU Observer, Sept. 6, 2021).

Prophecies of Europe in the end time
Bible prophecy affects all people, but end-time 
prophecies focus primarily on the Middle East, on the 
descendants of Israel—and on Europe.

God gave Daniel an important overview prophecy that 
spanned from the Babylonian Empire of his day to the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God at Christ’s return.

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
When King Nebuchadnezzar had a disturbing dream, 
he called on the wise men of his empire to tell him what 
he dreamed and what it meant. 
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The wise men asked what he had dreamed, but he 
was adamant that if they couldn’t tell him what he had 
dreamed, he couldn’t be sure they were interpreting it 
correctly. In his anger, he ordered the death of all the 
wise men of Babylon (Daniel 2:1-12).

Daniel and his companions were among those 
condemned to death, but Daniel asked for time and 
sought God’s mercy. “Then the secret was revealed to 
Daniel in a night vision” (verse 19).

Daniel explained to the king, “There is a God in 
heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known 
to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter 
days” (verse 28).

The great image
Daniel then gave the king what he had requested:

“You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great 
image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, 
stood before you; and its form was awesome.

“This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and 
arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of 
iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

“You watched while a stone was cut out without 
hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and 
clay, and broke them in pieces.

“Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and 
the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff 
from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried 
them away so that no trace of them was found. And the 
stone that struck the image became a great mountain 
and filled the whole earth” (verses 31-35).

Daniel’s interpretation
What did it all mean? God revealed that the head 
of gold was King Nebuchadnezzar himself and his 
Babylonian Empire.

“But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior 
to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, 
which shall rule over all the earth.

“And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as 
iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters 
everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom 
will break in pieces and crush all the others” (verses 
39-40).

Many Bible students recognize these succeeding 
empires as the Medo-Persian, the Greco-Macedonian 

and the Roman Empires. Rome’s great power united 
much of the Mediterranean world for centuries, and 
the legacy of Rome lived on in its revivals, such as the 
Holy Roman Empire. (For more on this, see our booklet 
How to Understand Prophecy.)

God then showed Daniel that this powerful European 
empire would exist in a different form in the end time.

“Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s 
clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; 
yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you 
saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay.

“And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and 
partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly fragile.

“As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will 
mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere 
to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever” (verses 41-44).

End-time European superpower
God describes the end-time European empire as 
partly strong and partly weak. The 10 toes represent 
10 nations or groups of nations, just as Revelation 17 
describes 10 “kings” who will “receive authority for one 
hour [a short time] as kings with the beast” (verse 12). 

They will be so deceived that they will believe the 
returning Jesus Christ is an enemy! These will “make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome 
them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those who are with Him are called, chosen, and 
faithful” (verse 14). 

Man’s best efforts to bring peace and prosperity, 
apart from the true ways of God and His Kingdom, 
are doomed to fail. From Nebuchadnezzar’s empire to 
the European superpower of the end-time, all have in 
various ways opposed God. All have been deceived.

But in the end, God and His Kingdom will win.
To study deeper into these end-time prophecies, 

download our booklets How to Understand  
Prophecy and The Book of Revelation: The Storm 
Before the Calm.

—Mike Bennett

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/revelation
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/revelation
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Q:

Q:

A:

A:

A n s w e r s  t o  Yo u r  B i b l i c a l  Q u e s t i o n s

I am looking into baptism and laying on of 
hands. What is the order of these sacraments? 
Where do I repent, for example?

I was baptized in a church in Japan, and they pulled me out before my whole head 
was submerged in water, which is bothering me. I was also told by the pastor that 
only those who are given a position in the church can receive the laying on of 

hands. I don’t think there are any churches in Japan where you can receive the laying on of 
hands. If possible, I would like to go to America and be baptized again. I would also like to 
receive the laying on of hands. Is it a problem to be baptized again?

The apostle Peter summarized the main steps 
in the process of conversion in Acts 2:38: 

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Repentance is a personal process of learning what 
God defines as sin and recognizing our personal 
sins. Repentance is a change of heart and change of 
direction. It involves a determination to stop sinning 
and not to sin in the future. So, in private prayer 
to God, we ask for His forgiveness and commit to 
obeying Him.

The Bible teaches that baptism is a ceremony every 
truly repentant person must go through to have his 

or her sins forgiven and to start living the converted 
way of life. A minister will counsel with a person 
requesting baptism, and the repentant person who has 
counted the cost of discipleship (Luke 14:27-33) will be 
baptized by being fully immersed in water.

After the baptism, the minister will put his hands on 
the person and pray for God to grant His Holy Spirit to 
the person. In the New King James Version of the Bible 
you will find this called the laying on of hands (Acts 
8:17; Hebrews 6:1-2). You can learn more in our article 

“Laying On of Hands.”
Our free booklet Change Your Life rounds up the key 

scriptures about repentance, faith, baptism, the Holy 
Spirit and conversion.

You are correct that the Bible teaches complete 
immersion under water as a symbol of the 
complete burial of what the apostle Paul 

called the “old man” (Romans 6:6). This is explained in 
our biblical articles “What Do the Symbols of Baptism 
Mean?” and “Putting to Death the Old Man: What Does 
That Mean?”

You are also correct that the Bible teaches the laying on 
of hands as the method God uses for imparting the Holy 
Spirit after baptism. An example of the laying on of hands 
is in Acts 8:14-17 (see also our article “Laying On of Hands”).

The Bible also mentions examples of some who were 
rebaptized in Acts 19:1-6. You can study more about the 

subject of rebaptism in our articles “Rebaptism: Why 
Would You Be Baptized Again?” and “Reasons to Get 
Baptized Again.”

The ministers of the Church of God, a Worldwide 
Association, do practice water baptism by 
immersion and the laying on of hands. Though 
we do not currently have a pastor in Japan, we do 
have congregations in 50 countries, and we have a 
senior pastor who has regularly traveled throughout 
Asia. You can find a list of all of our congregations 
and contact information for the pastors on our 
Congregations page. And, of course, you are welcome 
to visit us here in the United States.

If you have questions, submit them at  

LifeHopeandTruth.com/ask-a-question/

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/what-is-repentance/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/what-is-baptism/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/laying-on-of-hands/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/symbols-of-baptism/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/symbols-of-baptism/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/what-is-conversion/putting-to-death-the-old-man/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/what-is-conversion/putting-to-death-the-old-man/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/laying-on-of-hands/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/rebaptism/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/rebaptism/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/reasons-to-get-baptized-again/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/baptism/reasons-to-get-baptized-again/
https://cogwa.org/congregations/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ask-a-question/
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CHRISTIANITY
I N  P R O G R E S S

Quit Picking Stupid Fights 
(and Start Showing  
Love Instead)

In some ways, COVID transformed the world  
almost overnight. 

In other ways, it just gave us a glimpse of some 
ugly truths that we’ve been sweeping under the rug 
for decades.

This isn’t an article about global supply chains or 
epidemic preparedness. It isn’t even really about 
COVID—that’s just the backdrop to a far more 
important issue.

This is an article, first and foremost, about how 
Christians ought to be treating each other.

Developing a foot-washing mind-set
Hours before His crucifixion, Jesus personally washed 
the feet of His disciples. That included the feet of Judas 
Iscariot, who Jesus knew would shortly betray Him to 
the Jewish authorities.

“Do you know what I have done to you?” He asked 
them. “You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say 

well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example, that you should 
do as I have done to you” (John 13:12-15).

Every year, Christians gather together for the 
Passover and fulfill that instruction—washing each 
other’s feet as our Lord and Teacher did for His 
disciples nearly 2,000 years ago. (Read more in 
“Passover and Forgiveness.”)

A key component in this ceremony is the attitude 
behind the foot washing. To stoop down and wash 
the feet of another human being can be humbling. To 
trade places and allow that same human being to wash 
your feet is beyond humbling. The whole ceremony is a 
powerful reminder of our interconnectedness as fellow 
servants of Jesus Christ—and the importance of being 
willing to serve each other.

After the foot washing was over, Jesus told the 
disciples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you 

Few things have highlighted our human tendency to be 
unkind or even cruel to those who disagree with us quite like 
the COVID-19 pandemic. How can we do better?

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/forgiveness/passover-and-forgiveness/


LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 25

love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another. By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another” (verses 34-35).

Love is our proof of discipleship
There are quite a few identifying marks of the people 
of God. He gives us the weekly Sabbath as “a sign 
between Me and you throughout your generations, 
that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies 
you” (Exodus 31:13).

The annual feasts and holy days (Leviticus 23) are 
a sign. Our belief in and dedication to spreading “the 
gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 24:14) throughout 
the whole world is another.

But love, said Jesus, is the sign. The world will know us 
as disciples, followers and students of Jesus Christ, when 
they see us showing the same love that He showed.

How do you think we’ve been doing on that front?

How we failed the toilet paper test
COVID has been on the world scene for over two 
years now. Two years. In that time, what have you 
seen more of: Christlike love or resentment, bitterness 
and frustration?

More importantly, what have you shown more of?
I remember when we first started feeling the impact 

of COVID in my little corner of the United States. But it 
wasn’t the virus itself that caused the initial impact—it 
was people.

When the shelter-in-place mandates started around 
the world, people panicked. They started stockpiling 
everything they thought they might need for the 
uncertain weeks ahead.

Including toilet paper.

The funny thing is, we were never really at risk 
for running out of toilet paper in the U.S. or most 
other countries. The supply chain for that particular 
commodity is strong—but people were buying it faster 
than it could be restocked. And so, on April 19, 2020, 
half the grocery stores in the U.S. found themselves 
sold out of toilet paper.

That’s not to say that everyone who bought toilet 
paper at the onset of the pandemic was wrong. But 
some turned acquiring as much toilet paper as possible 
into a mission and other shoppers into enemies. On 
the whole, it seems we were afraid that someone else 
might buy what we might someday need—so instead, 
we made sure to buy it first.

Is that what Christlike love looks like?

Plenty of hills to die on
The run on toilet paper wasn’t a Christian problem 
specifically. It was a human problem. But it did set the 
tone for things to come.

In the days and months that followed, quite a few 
of us became experts overnight. We were experts in 
epidemiology, experts in constitutional rights, experts 
in logistics, experts in economic theory, experts in 
legislation. My Facebook feed was flooded with people 
who were absolutely certain they knew The Right Thing 
to Do and were furious at the henchmen of The Other Side 
for spreading propaganda and rhetoric to the contrary.

It turned into a never-ending shouting match. Every 
news item, every CDC update, every governmental 
mandate became one more hill to die on. Masks. 
Social distancing. Self-treatment methods. Vaccines. 
Everyone had sources. Everyone had a reason why 
everyone else’s sources were wrong. Ph
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So many voices were shouting.
So many continue to shout.
So many of those voices belong to Christians.

COVID isn’t the real problem
I said earlier that this isn’t really an article about 
COVID. And it’s not. It’s an article about us. About 
Christians in progress. About how we choose to 
navigate things like COVID.

There are a lot of lessons to draw from this pandemic, 
but for me, the most visceral one is this:

When we let our own thoughts and opinions get in the 
way, it gets harder and harder to love as Christ loved.

And when we start viewing our thoughts and 
opinions as fact, it gets almost impossible.

The danger of losing focus
The early Church had a similar problem—because the 
early Church was made up of fallible human beings 
too. There was a debate over whether a Christian 
should eat meat that had been offered to idols, and 
even though “an idol is nothing in the world” (1 
Corinthians 8:4), there were those whose “conscience, 
being weak, [was] defiled” (verse 7) by the act.

Paul told the Romans, “If your brother is grieved 
because of your food, you are no longer walking in 
love. Do not destroy with your food the one for  
whom Christ died . . . For the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ  
in these things is acceptable to God and approved  
by men.

“Therefore let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which one may edify another. 
Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food” 
(Romans 14:15, 17-20).

It is easy to get so entrenched in the ongoing debate 
over COVID that we become willing to “destroy with 
[our] food the one for whom Christ died.”

It is easy to forget that, as much as a worldwide 
pandemic affects every aspect of our lives, COVID is 
not the most important thing happening right now. 

What matters is the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom 
of God is not eating or drinking—not debates over 
vaccines and masks, not heated arguments over 
constitutional rights and governmental authority—

“but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. For he who serves Christ in these things is 
acceptable to God and approved by men.”

Keys to pursing peace
We don’t pursue peace by trying to force those around 
us to share our views on the latest update from the 
CDC or by vilifying and shouting down everyone who 
disagrees with us. We pursue peace by accepting that 
in a developing situation like a worldwide pandemic, 
no one but God has all the answers, and we make a 
conscious effort to not destroy the work of God for the 
sake of our personal opinions.

Please don’t misunderstand me—there are absolutely 
hills worth dying on. When God’s truth is challenged, 
when others try to lead us away from God’s explicit 
instructions, we are duty-bound to plant our feet and 
refuse to budge (compare Deuteronomy 13).

But when it’s something less than that—when 
it’s a difference of opinion that has no bearing on 
our entrance to the Kingdom of God, no matter 
how passionate our feelings—then “let not him 
who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not 
him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God 
has received him. Who are you to judge another’s 
servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, 
he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him 
stand” (Romans 14:3-4).

And again, “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, 
even in this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest 
you be consumed by one another!” (Galatians 5:14-15).

Learning to love others the way Jesus Christ loved us 
is a mammoth, lifelong task. But we can’t pursue that 
goal by tearing down our brothers and sisters in the 
faith who disagree with us.

We pursue it by getting on our knees and washing 
their feet.

 —Jeremy Lallier

Suggestions welcome
This article was written at a reader’s suggestion. If 
you’d like to suggest a topic for future editions of 
“Christianity in Progress,” you can do so anonymously 
at lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas


Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation

Humboldt penguins live along the Pacific coast of 
South America—very close to the equator, in some 
cases. The Humboldt Current off the coast supplies 
them with chilly arctic water, but on land, the 
temperature can get up to 108 degrees Fahrenheit 
(42 Celsius). So God gave them bare patches of skin 
on their face, wings and feet to help them stay cool.

These torpedo-shaped penguins swim at speeds up 
to 30 miles an hour. Dense bones allow them to dive 
deep underwater, using their wings and webbed 
feet for precision steering while hunting prey.

But going fast is useless if you can’t tell where 
you’re going. Penguin eyes are well equipped to 
distinguish between the violets, blues and greens 
of the underwater world. They also feature a 
transparent nictitating membrane—a “third eyelid” 
that acts like a built-in pair of safety goggles while 
underwater.

Pictured: Humboldt penguin (Spheniscus humboldti)

Photo by James Capo

Text by Jeremy Lallier and James Capo

What Do They See Under the Sea?

LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 27



28 DISCERN March/April 2022

In our last article, we explored Jesus’ childhood 
years. We ended that article with Luke’s summation 
of the next 18 years of His life: “And Jesus increased 

in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 
men” (Luke 2:52). 

That is all that we are told about Jesus’ life from the 
age of 12 to 30. 

But is there anything else we can know about those 
18 mysterious years of His life—His teenage and young 
adult years? 

Though we don’t have specific details about this 
period of His life, we can put some pieces together from 
other information we are given in the Gospels. 

Jesus the carpenter
In Mark 6, we read about Jesus’ visit to His hometown 
of Nazareth early in His ministry. To sum it up, it didn’t 
go well. 

We are told that after hearing Him preach a powerful 
message in their synagogue, the people were amazed 
and offended at the depth and power of His preaching. 
Mark records that many of the people said, “Where 
did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is 
this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are 
performed by His hands!” (Mark 6:2). 

This tells us that Jesus did not spend those 18 years 
in Nazareth preaching and performing miracles. 
This is significant to note because there are various 
apocryphal stories about Jesus as a young boy doing 
supernatural things, such as making a clay bird and 
breathing life into it. 

But these legends are certainly false. If Jesus had 
been performing small miracles as a boy and young 
adult, they would have had no reason to be surprised 
by what He was doing during His ministry. Stories 
and rumors of His exploits would have surely spread 

The Gospels say almost nothing about Jesus’ young 
adult years. But we do have a couple of details that can 
help us learn about Jesus as a young man.

What Can We Learn 
About Jesus as a 
Young Man?

Walk as He
Walked
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around Nazareth. But instead, when He returned and 
spoke with such authority, they were shocked. The 
miracle of turning water into wine formally began His 
public ministry around the age of 30 (John 2:11). 

But if He wasn’t preaching or performing miracles 
during those 18 years, what was He doing? 

The answer is revealed in the next thing the people 
of Nazareth said: “Is this not the carpenter, the Son of 
Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? 
Are not His sisters here with us?” (Mark 6:3).

From this statement, it appears Jesus spent most of 
His late teens and 20s working as a carpenter. He likely 
apprenticed under His stepfather Joseph, who was also 
a carpenter (Matthew 13:55). 

At that time, boys typically entered the workforce 
around the age of 13. So, Jesus may have begun 
apprenticing with Joseph a year or so after the temple 
incident (Luke 2:41-50). This means Jesus likely spent 

about 17 years of His life working this trade. 
Being a carpenter in the first century required 

learning complex skills and developing physical 
strength. Carpenters were responsible for building 
both physical structures like homes (working mainly 
with stone and wood) and smaller objects like 
furniture. 

His carpentry background undoubtedly helped 
Jesus develop into a physically strong man who knew 
how to work hard and keep up a rigorous physical 
pace. Sometimes artists picture Him as a soft, slender 
and pale man. But the real Jesus would have been 
strong, somewhat rugged, with tanned skin and tough 
hands. He spent much of His life outdoors, working 
and walking under the hot sun of the Middle East. 

The Gospels present Jesus as very physically active—
constantly traveling up and down Judea and Galilee 
on foot. Not only did He constantly travel, but He 
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frequently climbed mountains and hills, could survive 
for extended periods of time in the wilderness, and 
even had the strength to physically remove unsavory 
people from the temple. He had stamina that allowed 
Him to maintain a challenging schedule. We read that 
when He needed to address something, He “turned 
around” (Mark 8:33; Luke 7:9)—implying that He 
typically walked ahead of the disciples. 

The point is: Working for about 17 years as a 
carpenter helped Jesus become physically fit. 

But being a skilled carpenter would also have 
had an impact on His mind. Skilled carpenters 
develop strong mental skills that help them solve 
problems, think outside the box, plan and mentally 
envision different outcomes. They usually are strong 
in mathematics, develop fine motor skills and are 
creative. This may help explain why Jesus often used 
building metaphors during His ministry (Matthew 
7:24-27; 16:18; Luke 14:28-30). 

Not only did working as a carpenter give Him 
physical and mental strength, it also helped Him have 
financial security throughout these years. It seems 
Jesus owned a home in Capernaum (Mark 2:1) and 
wore quality clothes (John 19:23). He wasn’t wealthy, 
but He wasn’t poor either. 

What can we learn from Jesus’ example? 
First, Jesus learned and developed a marketable 

skill to support Himself before He began His ministry. 
Second, He worked hard. Both of these examples 
are firmly rooted in the Bible as keys to physical 
success (Proverbs 14:23; 24:27; 22:29; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 
Colossians 3:23). Young people can learn from His 
example and prepare themselves for a career, get a job 
and work hard. 

To learn more about Jesus’ physical appearance, read 
“What Did and Didn’t Jesus Look Like?” 

Jesus experienced loss 
There’s a second thing we can deduce from these 
years of His life: At some point during these years, His 
stepfather and mentor, Joseph, died. 

The Gospels make no more mention of Joseph after 
Jesus’ ministry began. We read about Jesus’ mother 
Mary, but Joseph is noticeably absent. His absence 
during Jesus’ ministry means Joseph likely died 
sometime during these 18 years of Jesus’ life. 

Immediately before His death at Golgotha, Jesus asked 
John, the son of Zebedee, to care for His mother (John 
19:26). That Jesus was concerned she be cared for implies 
she was a widow. We are not told how or when Joseph died, 
but his death likely occurred when Jesus was in His 20s. 

He personally experienced the piercing pain of the 
loss of a loved one. The Messiah was prophesied to be 
“a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah 
53:3). The loss of His stepfather and mentor was likely a 
part of the grief He experienced in His life. 

His experiences contributed to His service as our 
High Priest in heaven today (Hebrews 4:14-16). As High 
Priest, He can sympathize with our temptations and 
physical suffering, and He also can empathize with 
the deep pain and grief we experience when we lose a 
father, mother, spouse, brother, sister or close friend. 

Jesus can sympathize and comfort us through  
this kind of grief because He experienced and felt  
it Himself. 

Jesus trusted His Father’s will. We don’t know 
the circumstances of Joseph’s death, but whatever 
happened, Jesus trusted God’s decision not to heal or 
resurrect Joseph at that time. 

Later in His life, Jesus would teach His disciples 
to pray, “Your will be done” (Matthew 6:10). He 
expressed this same trust in God’s will at the end 
of His life (Luke 22:42). Experiencing the death of 
a loved one is one of the hardest times in a person’s 
life, but we can follow Jesus’ example in trusting God 
during these times.  

Why can’t we know more? 
The apostle John wrote an interesting statement that 
helps explain why we don’t have many other details 
about this period of Jesus’ life: “And there are also 
many other things that Jesus did, which if they were 
written one by one, I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that would be 
written” (John 21:25).

Simply put, if we had a comprehensive biography of 
Jesus’ life from birth to death, we would need thousands 
of pages and multiple volumes to hold it! Though we 
would love to have more details about His life, we can 
be assured we have all we need to know to . . .

Walk as He walked.
 —Erik Jones

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/what-did-jesus-look-like/
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My wife and I stood in line to see what is 
arguably the most famous corpse in the world. 
It may seem strange that it was no one we knew 

personally; he had died almost 40 years before we were 
born. It was not a man we admired—quite the opposite. 
We wanted simply to be witnesses to history. 

So, we stood with thousands of others in Red Square 
advancing in a line that snaked along the outside wall 
of the Moscow Kremlin. Guards moved us through a 
metal detector and rifled through our daypacks. We 
entered beneath a name, ɅEHИH, inscribed on the 
red and black stone mausoleum. A guard suddenly 
shouted at us: “No photos!”

Embalmed autocrats
Eventually, we walked down steps to the somber 
funeral hall to see the remains, embalmed and 
repaired many times, of Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, 
better known as Lenin, who imposed Communism on 
Russia. In the name of creating a workers’ paradise, 
he coldly wielded the power of life and death over 
a great nation. He overthrew an empire, abolished 
Christianity, killed millions of his own people to 
maintain power and was copied by callous dictators in 
other countries. 

The similarly embalmed bodies of Ho Chi Minh and 
Mao Zedong, emulators of Lenin, are also on public 
display to this day—murderous men venerated instead 
of a merciful God. 

The worldwide death toll of communist regimes that 
followed Lenin’s path is estimated to be as high as 150 
million! It is impossible to imagine so many people; 
the number is higher than the entire population of 
Russia today. A better way is needed.

Such cruelty and barbarism deserve to be remembered 
with repugnance alone—heinous arrogance evoked 
only to teach lessons about human conceit. Instead, 
Lenin is yet idolized in places around the world, and 
blinkered people insist his theory is good and just, only 
poorly executed every time it was tried. Better if such a 
miscreant were buried in an unmarked grave.

“We were buried with Him”
Then, remembering words of Paul, I thought of a 
certain other body I must make sure remains buried: 

“Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4, emphasis added 
throughout). 

He continued: “Knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin” 
(verse 6).

At baptism, the Father applies, to the repentant 
person, the sacrifice of His Son, which biblical 
Christians will soon commemorate in the ceremony 
of the New Testament Passover (Luke 22:15). The old 
men we were, motivated by egotism and greed, must 
remain in their watery grave. In every old man is the 
same human nature that gave rise to the evil of a Lenin 
or Hitler or Mao. It would inexorably rise again if the 
slave of sin were allowed to do so.

Dead men need to be buried—and remain buried—so 
that we can walk in newness of life.

Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

The Most Famous Corpse in the World
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https://twitter.com/JoelMeeker
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