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A s the world’s eyes turn to the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in February, one of the most 
important competitions will not be on ice or 

snow. It will be the behind-the-scenes game of lab 
technicians trying to catch cheating athletes. 

It’s a pharmacological battle, an unending task of 
policing athletes trying to cheat their way to success 
through performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs). Big 
doping scandals have regularly stained not only the 
Olympics, but virtually all professional and amateur 
sports around the world. 

But frankly, cheating in sports is just a highly visible 
specimen of a much deeper societal problem. 

When we tell the truth
Are we willing to hold up a mirror and take a 
hard look at our own lives and seriously address 
corruption not in sports, but in humanity’s general 
character? If not, denouncing athletes while ignoring 
our own sins is hypocritical. That’s because if the 
reports on cheating and lying make sports look bad, 
you ought to read the reports about people cheating 
and lying in everyday life!

James Patterson and Peter Kim wrote one 
such report after they interviewed thousands of 
people around the United States, asking them to 
anonymously and honestly answer questions about 
behavioral habits and beliefs. 

The results described in their book, The Day 
America Told the Truth: What People Really Believe 
About Everything That Really Matters, were alarming. 
For example, “Lying has become an integral part 
of the American culture, a trait of the American 
character. We lie and don’t even think about it. We lie 
for no reason.” Patterson and Kim wrote. “Just about 
everyone lies—91 percent of us lie regularly.”

Maybe this comes from their finding that “only 31 
percent of us believe that honesty is the best policy.” 
And 64 percent admitted, “I will lie when it suits me, so 
long as it doesn’t cause any real damage.”

Another self-admitted truth was that cheating is 
pervasive in all areas of life—school, journalism, 
government, law, business, marriage. Cheating’s 
close cousin is stealing, and 74 percent agreed with 
the statement, “I will steal from those who won’t 
really miss it.”

Even worse were the answers to the question, “What 
would you do for $10 million?” 
• 25 percent would abandon their entire family. 
• 23 percent would become prostitutes for a week.
• 7 percent would kill a stranger.

We can’t cheat on God
There were many other similarly disturbing 
conclusions. Could it have anything to do with the 
results of another section of the survey—spiritual 
beliefs? Only 13 percent said they believed in all of 
the 10 Commandments; only 40 percent believed 
in any five of them. In fact, 77 percent agreed with 
the statement, “I don’t see the point in observing the 
Sabbath”—the Fourth Commandment. In other words, 
“What’s your point with this rule, God?” Maybe that’s 
why 93 percent said that they themselves—not God—
determine what is and isn’t moral in their lives.

Now here’s what I didn’t tell you: The Day America 
Told the Truth was published 31 years ago! What would 
the same questions reveal today? Are we more or less 
moral nowadays than we were three decades ago? Would 
results drastically differ in countries other than the U.S.?

This came to mind as I read two articles in this issue, 
“The Problem With Abortion Is Bigger Than Abortion” 
and “Things That Never Change.” The former shows 
that we cannot resolve the abortion crisis without 
resolving other related societal sins as well. The latter 
shows that we can’t navigate these perilous times 
without returning to God’s unchanging core values. 

Both make the point that we need something 
performance-enhancing, 
all right—performance-
enhancing morality! 
Humanity clearly isn’t 
doing well on core character 
issues. Now is a good time 
to consider this: we can’t 
ignore God’s rules and  
cheat our way to success in 
life, and we can never fool 
Him either.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

How About Performance-Enhancing Morality?

CONSIDER
THIS
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There are few more 
contentious topics 
than abortion. For 
Christians, it’s easy 
to see why abortion 
needs to end—but 
just ending abortion 
isn’t enough.

If I showed you a lever and told you that pulling it 
would end abortion forever, what would you do?

I think most Christians I know would pull it 
without taking the time to blink. 

But if you did pull that lever—if you put an end to 
abortion, once and for all—would it make the world a 
better place?

Are you sure?

The rise and fall of U.S. crime rates
In the 1960s, homicide rates in the United States 
started to climb.

And climb.
And climb.
They continued to climb for the better part of a 

decade. Although they fluctuated during the ’70s and 
’80s, they remained high. And it wasn’t just the number 
of murders that had gone up. Theft, rape, vandalism, 
aggravated assault—all crime rates had risen. 

By the early ’90s, the numbers were starting to 
climb even higher. People were afraid. They didn’t 
feel safe. News anchors and politicians on both sides 
of the political spectrum were sounding the alarm: a 
new crime wave was on its way. It seemed obvious that 
things were about to get much, much worse.

And then . . . they didn’t.
Instead of rising higher, crime rates began to 

plummet. By the end of the ’90s, the homicide rate was 
the lowest it had been since the ’60s. 

Against all odds, life in the United States was safer 
than it had been in a long, long time—but no one really 
knew why.

Identifying the variables at work
People had guesses, of course—and like anything that 
happens on a national level, there were more factors 
at work than anyone could really account for. The 
economy was improving. The crack epidemic was 
ending. Police efforts had intensified. Lead (which 
has been tied to cognitive and behavioral issues) was 
being phased out of gasoline. Countless variables 
were impacting crime in ways that were difficult to 
accurately measure.

And then, in 2001, John Donohue and Steven 
Levitt, two economists, came out with a paper that 
connected up to half of the drop in crime to a variable 
no one had been considering—and, it turns out, no 
one wanted to consider:

Abortion.

The hidden connection between 
abortion and crime
When the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion in 1973 
with Roe v. Wade, the abortion rate skyrocketed—but 
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for who? Donohue and Levitt observed that “teenagers, 
unmarried women, and the economically disadvantaged 
are all substantially more likely to seek abortions” (“The 
Impact of Legalized Abortion on Crime,” 2001). They 
also found that “children born to these mothers [are] at 
higher risk for committing crime in adolescence” (ibid.).

You can probably see where this is going—and it’s 
probably making you a little uncomfortable.

It should.
Donohue and Levitt kept linking connections: “The 

peak ages for violent crime are roughly 18–24, and 
crime starts turning down around 1992, roughly the 
time at which the first cohort born following Roe v. 
Wade would hit its criminal prime” (ibid.).

The data is all there. There’s correlation: The decline in 
crime matches up with the increase in abortions almost 
two decades earlier. There’s causation: States with higher 
abortion rates experienced a more pronounced decline 
in crime than states with lower abortion rates. States 
that legalized abortion before Roe v. Wade experienced 
the decline sooner than those who didn’t. It seemed 
everything pointed to the same conclusion:

In the United States, legalized abortion reduced crime.

“Everybody hated it”
If that sentence doesn’t bother you, you’re probably 
in the minority. There was heavy pushback against 
Donohue and Levitt’s conclusion. 

In spite of (or maybe because of) the pushback, 
Levitt would revisit that conclusion multiple times 
in the decades that followed—in another paper 
(“Understanding Why Crime Fell in the 1990s: Four 
Factors That Explain the Decline and Six That Do 
Not,” 2004), in a chapter of a book (Freakonomics, 
2005), in a follow-up paper with Donohue (“The Impact 
of Legalized Abortion on Crime Over the Last Two 
Decades,” 2019), and even in a podcast (Freakonomics 
Radio, “Abortion and Crime, Revisited,” 2019). 

In that podcast Levitt recalled, “Everybody hated 
it. People who are in favor of right-to-life were upset 
because our argument seemed to be endorsing the idea 
that legalized abortion had positive effects. But many 
people who believed in the right to choose, they were 
also upset because we were kind of saying, ‘Well you’re 
killing these fetuses, so they never get a chance to grow 
up to be criminals.’ The number of death threats that I 

got from the left was actually greater than the number 
of death threats I got from the right” (ibid.).

One camp was bothered by the implication that 
society might somehow benefit from abortion. The 
other camp was bothered by the implication that 
abortions were ending the lives of human beings.

What does the Bible say about abortion?
The Bible doesn’t explicitly address abortion, but it’s 
not hard to decipher where God stands on the matter:

Abortion is a sin. 
The Sixth Commandment forbids us from taking the 

lives of other human beings. There is a trove of verses 
in the Bible making it clear that fetuses growing in the 
womb are human beings.

Rebekah, pregnant with twins, was concerned when 
“the children struggled together within her” (Genesis 
25:22), only to discover that “two nations are in your 
womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body” 
(verse 23, emphasis added). These weren’t just clusters 
of cells—God was already describing them as the 
future forefathers of great nations.

David the king, Jeremiah the prophet, and Paul the 
apostle all wrote about God’s relationship with them 
while they were still unborn. David wrote, “Your eyes saw 
my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book 
they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when 
as yet there were none of them” (Psalm 139:16). God told 
Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you were born I sanctified you” (Jeremiah 1:5). 
Paul explained that God “separated me from my mother’s 
womb and called me through His grace” (Galatians 1:15).

They did not become living human beings during 
this process. They were already living human beings.

When Mary (who was pregnant with Jesus Christ) 
visited her cousin Elizabeth (who was pregnant with 
John the Baptist), Elizabeth remarked how “the babe 
leaped in my womb for joy” (Luke 1:44). John was 
“filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb” (verse 15). And what Christian would argue 
that the unborn Jesus Christ only became the Son of 
God once Mary gave birth to Him?

Even Old Testament law makes the distinction clear:
“If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that 

she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he 
shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s Ph
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husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the 
judges determine. But if any harm follows, then you 
shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for 
wound, stripe for stripe” (Exodus 21:22-25).

If an unborn child was somehow not a living human 
being, then the idea of giving “life for life” would be 
a ridiculous one. But here, in this law, we believe God 
makes it clear that the life of an unborn child is on a 
par with the life of a grown adult.

Murder is a sin. Abortion is murder. Abortion is a sin.

Reconciling the facts
Pulling the lever seems like such an obvious choice. 
Abortion is one of those clear-cut problems with little 
room for shades of gray. Sure, people talk about edge 
cases, but the overwhelming majority of abortions are 
a matter of convenience—an attempt to sidestep the 
natural consequence of a consensual act. Every year, 
millions—millions—of babies are murdered, many of 
them ripped piece by piece from their mothers’ wombs. 

It is horrible.
God hates it.
It seems obvious that putting an end to abortion, once 

and for all, would make the world a better place—a place 

more aligned with the laws and the mind of God.
And yet, in spite of all that, there’s a mountain of 

evidence suggesting that without legalized abortion, crime 
in the United States would be worse than it is right now. 

Possibly much worse.

A deeper problem behind abortion
As Christians, how are we supposed to process that? 
What’s the lesson?

Would ending abortion be . . . wrong somehow? 
Would it be better to let it go on and accept it as a 
necessary evil?

No! Of course not. Abortion is wrong, and it’s never a 
mistake to end a wrong thing.

But there is an important lesson here. Donohue and 
Levitt inadvertently highlighted it with their 2001 paper, 
and we as Christians must make careful note of it:

The problem with abortion is bigger than abortion.
We can get so fixated on the awful reality of abortion 

that we don’t stop to realize that it’s only the tip of the 
iceberg. Removing it would only reveal some of the 
deeper, far more twisted problems that lie beneath.

So many of the babies that are dying in abortion 
clinics now would instead be growing up in homes 
where they would be unwanted, unloved—even abused. 

 
WHAT IF YOU’VE ALREADY 

HAD AN ABORTION?

If you’ve already had an abortion, there’s precious 
little comfort in reading an article about what a 
terrible sin abortion is. 

You probably don’t need any convincing.
You’re probably looking for a way to move 

forward and find peace.
The apostle Paul asked the Corinthians, 

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit the kingdom of God. And such were 
some of you” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

These words, on their own, are not encouraging 
ones. Here is a reminder that sin—all sin—prevents 
us from entering the Kingdom of God. It cuts us 
off from our Father in heaven and erodes our 
relationship with Him.

But Paul didn’t say, “And such are some of you,” 
did he? He said were. “Such were some of you.”

Past tense. Labels that held truth once, but no 
longer. Some of the Corinthians had been these 
things—but they weren’t now.

Why? What changed?
“But you were washed, but you were sanctified, 

but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
and by the Spirit of our God” (verse 11).

These sins were behind the Corinthians. They were 
forgiven, they were absolved, and they were clean 
in the eyes of God. Their past sins no longer defined 
them. John wrote, “If we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
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We can’t pretend that forcing parents to keep their 
children alive would somehow guarantee a positive life 
for those children. And we can’t place all the emphasis 
on the fact that these children deserve to live—we need 
to place just as much emphasis on the fact that they 
deserve a life worth living. 

They deserve a solid, dependable family unit. They 
deserve a home where they feel safe and loved. They 
deserve to be protected from the warped and twisted 
things of this world. And they deserve, above all, 
loving and compassionate guides who will teach them 
about God’s way of life—“when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:7).

The lever to stop all abortions can’t give them that. 
No law or decree of man can make that happen. 

But there is Someone who can.

How abortion will finally end
Make no mistake, the lever should be pulled. It 
absolutely must be pulled—and one day, it will be. 

But the lever isn’t enough. 
As Christians, we say we want to see an end to 

abortion—and we do. But what we really want is 
something more than that.

We want a change of heart. We want to see a world 
transformed by God’s way of life—a world where 
“nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4), where 
“everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig 
tree, and no one shall make them afraid” (Micah 4:4).

That world—and that change of heart—is coming. 
One day, an angel will cry out that “the kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 
(Revelation 11:15). Jesus Christ and His saints will 
begin the process of creating a world where “they shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

Children will be loved. They will be protected. 
They will be cared for. And in that world where war 
has ended, where no one is made to be afraid, where 
destruction is forbidden, we will see a beautiful thing: 
“The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing” (Zechariah 8:5).

Read more about this coming reign of Jesus Christ  
in our free booklet The World to Come: What It Will  
Be Like.

—Jeremy Lallier

the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin” (1 John 1:7).

Not “some sins.”
Not “the sins we consider forgivable.”
All sin.
James wrote that “whoever shall keep the whole 

law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of 
all” (James 2:10)—a sobering thought, but one that 
he accented with these words: “Mercy triumphs 
over judgment” (verse 13).

Judgment comes first—we’re all guilty of sin. 
The only way to remove that guilt is through 
repentance—seeking God’s forgiveness and 
committing to changing our ways. And when 
we repent, God’s mercy (forgiveness we don’t 
deserve) triumphs over His judgment (the 
punishment we do deserve). 

There is no sin so small that it can’t separate 
us from God—and there is no sin so big that God 

cannot forgive it.
There is no sin so big that God cannot make 

you clean again.
Genuine repentance and baptism are key 

components in this process of finding forgiveness 
through the blood of Christ (Acts 2:38), and you 
can learn more about it in our article “What Is 
Forgiveness of Sins?” 

Because of that forgiveness, who you were 
doesn’t have to remain a part of who you are. 
It doesn’t mean you’ll forget about the past 
or never feel pain from it again—but what 
you’ve done isn’t a burden of self-loathing that 
God expects you to carry around in an act of 
continual penance. 

The penalty for your sin—for all sin—has been 
paid. The way forward is open, and God is waiting 
for you with open arms.

—Jeremy Lallier

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/world-to-come-booklet
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/world-to-come-booklet
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/forgiveness/what-is-forgiveness/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/forgiveness/what-is-forgiveness/
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Queen Elizabeth II 
acceded to the throne 
Feb. 6, 1952. Her devotion 
to her people and duties 
are legendary. What 
can we learn from this 
remarkable monarch?

Celebrating  
Queen Elizabeth II’s  
70-Year Reign
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Though she came to the throne in February, the 
official celebrations marking Queen Elizabeth 
II’s platinum jubilee—70 years of service to the 54 

nations making up the Commonwealth today—will be 
June 2 to 5, 2022.

To many of the 2.4 billion citizens of the 
Commonwealth, she represents an example of grace, 
faithfulness, modesty and Christian values. But her 
life has not been easy. 

70 years of service
The length of her reign is indeed special, but even 
more than how long she has ruled, Queen Elizabeth II 
stands out as beloved and respected for her behavior 
and dedication to her people. 

In recent years, there have been many critics of royal 
heritage and privilege, yet in the United Kingdom few 
would take issue with the devotion with which Queen 
Elizabeth II has approached her many roles.

Unexpected accession to the throne
Britannica.com provides her full name and title: 
“Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, officially Elizabeth II, 
by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and of her other realms 
and territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, 
Defender of the Faith.” 

Elizabeth was born April 21, 1926, in London, 
England. As a young girl, she was never expected to 
rule. Elizabeth was the elder daughter of a younger 
son of King George V. It seemed the young Elizabeth 
had little chance of becoming queen until her uncle, 
Edward VIII, suddenly abdicated on Dec. 11, 1936. 
Overnight her father became King George VI, and 
Elizabeth became next in line to the throne. 

Elizabeth acceded to the throne after her father’s 
untimely death on Feb. 6, 1952.

If you would like to read more about Queen 
Elizabeth’s accession and events in the early part of 
her reign, please refer to our blog posts “The Queen’s 
Sapphire Jubilee” and “The Dedicated Queen Turns 90.” 

Promise from a princess
On her 21st birthday, in April 1947, Princess Elizabeth 
broadcast a promise from Cape Town, South Africa, to 
the Commonwealth. The young princess said, “I declare 

before you all that my whole life whether it be long or 
short shall be devoted to your service and the service 
of our great imperial family to which we all belong.” 

She has carried out this promise, becoming perhaps 
the most traveled ruler in history. Five years ago, the 
Daily Telegraph estimated her travels had taken her 
more than 1,032,500 miles (42 times around the earth) 
as she became familiar with her Commonwealth 
subjects and rulers. 

In 2015 she surpassed Queen Victoria as the longest-
reigning monarch in British history.

Whether by choice or accident, the queen took 
steps that brought the royal family into new territory. 
Allowing the televising of selected aspects of their 
domestic life in 1970 and permitting the dissolution 
of her sister Margaret’s marriage in 1978 brought more 
attention to what was often portrayed as an obsolete 
and costly institution. 

The decade of the 1990s brought acute criticism on 
the “royals.” The queen’s eldest son, Prince Charles, 
separated from the popular icon, Princess Diana. 
Prince Andrew separated from Sarah, duchess of York. 
Princess Anne, the queen’s only daughter, divorced. 
And parts of the royal residence at Windsor Castle 
were destroyed by fire. Later that decade, Diana died 
in a car crash in 1997. 

In the queen’s golden jubilee year in 2002, she lost her 
sister Margaret and her mother, the highly respected 
and loved “Queen Mum,” who died at 101 years of age.

After the marriage of Prince William (Charles’ eldest 
son from his marriage to Diana) to Kate Middleton, the 
royal family regained some standing with the public. 
Both William and his younger brother Harry served in 
the armed forces. They offered a fresh outlook to those 
of their generation. 

Yet strangely, it was a television series, The Windsors 
in 2016, that brought back an increasingly positive 
note to the British royal family. 

As constitutional monarch, Queen Elizabeth has 
interacted with 14 different prime ministers through 
the years. The first was Winston Churchill, and the list 
includes Margaret Thatcher and Theresa May, the only 
two female British prime ministers in history. One of 
her regular duties has been to open new sessions of 
Parliament explaining what “my government” plans to 
accomplish that year.Ph
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Queen Elizabeth married her childhood sweetheart, 
Philip Mountbatten, on Nov. 20, 1947. After 73 years 
of marriage, Prince Philip, the duke of Edinburgh, 
died in 2021 just two months before his 100th 
birthday. He had constantly been by her side during 
her reign until, at the age of 95, he retired from active 
engagements in August 2017. 

Public engagements now increasingly fall to 
younger members of the royal family, such as Prince 
Charles, heir to the throne, and Prince William, his 
firstborn son. They are increasingly lessening the load 
on the queen.

Why do her subjects love her?
There are many reasons to honor and love Queen 
Elizabeth. Most of us only dream of reaching her age 
of 95 and still being relatively active and healthy. 
Many look at her example and love for her people and 
feel love and respect for her as they would for their 
own mother or grandmother.

As we consider her approach to life and her 
interaction with others, we note how positive results 
come from following biblical principles. 

Long life, definitely a milestone Elizabeth II has 
reached, was promised by God to those who honor 

their parents (Exodus 20:12). I have no doubt she 
respects the memory of her late father and mother. 
Perhaps, as governor of the Church of England, she has 
also followed the scriptural injunction for royalty to 
be very familiar with the content and practice of God’s 
Word (Deuteronomy 17:18-20).

Qualities we can emulate
Here are some nuggets we can appreciate from the 
unprecedented reign of a graceful and patient monarch:
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IS THERE A CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE BRITISH 

MONARCHY AND THE BIBLE? 

When the patriarch Jacob bestowed blessings  
on his 12 sons, he gave a unique blessing to his 
son Judah: “The scepter shall not depart from 
Judah” (Genesis 49:10). A scepter is a symbol of 
royal authority. 

That promise began to be fulfilled when God 
inspired Samuel to anoint a descendant of Judah, 
David the son of Jesse, as king of Israel (1 Samuel 
16). Though not a perfect man, David faithfully 
reigned over Israel for 40 years and was “a man 
after [God’s] own heart” (Acts 13:22). 

As a result of David’s faithfulness, God entered 
into a unique covenant with him—often called the 
Davidic covenant. As a part of this covenant, God 
promised that He would “establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever” (2 Samuel 7:13). This covenant was 
reiterated hundreds of years later by the prophet 
Jeremiah: “For thus says the Lord: ‘David shall 
never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house 
of Israel’” (Jeremiah 33:17). Ultimately, Jesus Christ is 
prophesied to sit on that throne (Luke 1:31-32). 

But students of history understand that the Davidic 
throne was thought to be destroyed in 586 B.C. when 
the Babylonians conquered Judah and imprisoned 
the last Davidic king, Zedekiah, until his death (2 
Kings 25:4-7; Jeremiah 52:11). We also read that in an 
attempt to end the Davidic line, the Babylonian king 
brutally executed Zedekiah’s sons (2 Kings 25:7). 
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Accept the mantle of responsibility: Initially the 
young Elizabeth was not expecting to become queen, 
nor did she understand the many responsibilities 
that would be laid on her shoulders. Once her father, 
King George VI, had been crowned in 1936, how 
aware was 10-year-old Elizabeth that she was in line 
for royal duties over as many years as God would 
give her? 

Yet by age 21 she was willing to promise, “My whole 
life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your 
service and the service of our great imperial family to 
which we all belong.” 

This should remind us of the Christian’s calling 
to serve humanity as a whole as a ruler with Jesus 
Christ at His return (Revelation 5:10; Luke 19:11-19). 
For Christians, the training to be able to take on 
such responsibility is happening right now through 
overcoming the lusts of the flesh and the influence of 
Satan and his society (Revelation 2:26).

Serve and care: In her many overseas visits and 
when fulfilling charitable duties in Britain, the queen 
meets and spends time with people she cares for. 
They do not live in palaces or own vast estates. Video 
recordings of her walkabouts show her greeting people 
and accepting bouquets of wild flowers from children. 

The queen always shows a genuine, heartfelt interest in 
those she meets. 

We must similarly follow the pure example of Jesus 
Christ who ate and conversed in the same manner with 
those who were often treated with disdain (Matthew 
9:9-13). Jesus also had a special love for the humble 
teachability of children and encouraged them to come 
to Him (Matthew 18:2-5; 19:13-15).

Handle the ups and downs of life with dignity: 
Queen Elizabeth II has no doubt experienced and 
learned many lessons from family and regal life 
during her 70 years of rulership. 

With the death of her husband, the queen no longer has 
the support of perhaps her greatest admirer, Prince Philip. 
But like her mother, she will “keep calm and carry on.” 

Whether royalty or commoner, we all deal with 
times of sorrow and suffering. But the Bible has good 
news. Everyone going through these ups and downs 
of life can know God’s Purpose for You and that a 
wise and kind Ruler is coming soon who will rule 
for, not 70, but a thousand years (Revelation 20:4). In 
fact, we are told there will be no end to His Kingdom 
and the peace and joy it will bring (Daniel 2:44; 
Isaiah 9:7). 

—Peter Hawkins 

This was an attempt, no doubt inspired by Satan, 
to wipe out the Davidic royal line in order to 
cause God’s covenant with David to fail. But God’s 
promises and covenants never fail. 

The book of Jeremiah provides some fascinating 
clues as to how this royal line would continue. In 
two passages in his book, Jeremiah makes a specific 
note that King Zedekiah’s daughters survived the 
Babylonian captivity and were taken, along with 
Jeremiah himself, to Egypt (Jeremiah 41:10; 43:5-6). 

There is no more mention of the fate of the 
king’s daughters in the Bible. Could Jeremiah have 
included this detail about Zedekiah’s daughters 
to be a clue as to how David’s royal line would 
continue? Though historical details from this 
period are sketchy, some have pointed to the 
possibility that one of Zedekiah’s daughters could 

have been transported to Ireland by Jeremiah to 
be married into another royal line, thus extending 
the throne of David forward through history. 

Could the occupants of the British throne 
be descended from David through one of King 
Zedekiah’s daughters? It is interesting that many 
symbols associated with Ireland and the British 
throne are similar to symbols associated with the 
Davidic dynasty. 

Though it’s difficult to prove definitively through 
secular history, this could explain why the British 
throne has endured through the centuries to this 
very day. 

To read more about this fascinating subject, 
see pages 46-53 of our booklet The United States, 
Britain and the Commonwealth in Prophecy. 

— Erik Jones

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-purpose-for-you
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
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On Friday, March 13, 
2020, along with 
most U.S. churches, 

the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association, 
canceled all in-person 
church services. Little did 
we know this would last 
for the next 14 weeks. 

This was unprecedented! 
To my knowledge, church 
services had never been 
canceled across the board 
in the United States—not 
during world wars or even 

the Spanish flu epidemic of 1918-1920. But this took 
place not only in the United States. More than 100 
countries around the world took the same action in the 
weeks that followed. 

Even today, some countries still prohibit groups 
from gathering for a religious service.

Perilous times
In 2 Timothy 3:1 the apostle Paul warns us about the end 
of the age. He refers to those days as “perilous times,” or—as 
the margin in the New King James Version notes—“times 

of stress.” After introducing this term, Paul describes 
personal conduct and habits as being signs of those days. 

World disasters, pandemics and wars are 
prophesied to come, but in this epistle, Paul talks 
about people being “lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good” (verses 2-3).

These types of attitudes and actions lead to a 
fractured society that focuses attention on the self, 
rather than what is best for the whole. 

Unprecedented pandemic restrictions
Since that March date when the pandemic exploded 
on the scene, the world has experienced month after 
month of fear, death, anxiety, pain, suffering and 
altered lives. 

For the first time in my lifetime, governments in 
many countries imposed various restrictions, such as 
shutting down all businesses except those considered 
essential, stopping in-person schooling in favor of 
online learning, making mask-wearing mandatory 
under threat of fines, and telling citizens when they 
could leave their homes and when they could not. 

No one was prepared for anything like this. 

THINGS  
THAT
NEVER CHANGE
The COVID-19 
pandemic and 
human responses 
to it have turned 
the world upside 
down. When it 
seems everything 
is changing, what 
can we count on 
to never change?
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Anxiety, depression and suicide
One study, published in August of 2020 by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), found that 
levels of anxiety, depression and suicidal thoughts 
skyrocketed amid the pandemic. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates 
that the number of people dealing with mental illness 
has increased to almost 1 billion for the first time ever. 
With a population of 7.8 billion, that is one in eight 
people today with a diagnosable mental illness. The 
pandemic has profoundly added to those numbers.

A side effect of the uptick in mental illness has been 
the steady increase in suicides. Each year, worldwide, 
between 700,000 and 1 million people take their own 
lives, making suicide the 17th most common cause 
of death in the world and the most common cause of 
death for young people, after accidents. 

Last year (2020), one person took his or her life every 
40 seconds. 

Religious rights and wrongs
This is where our society is today—in perilous times. 
The source of some of our problems is outside 
ourselves, but mostly they have been generated 
or amplified by human selfishness. The origin of 
the COVID-19 virus is still hotly debated, but the 

detrimental results of the virus on society have been 
much greater than the death rate alone. 

Believing that they had to act for the good of the 
people, governments locked down society in ways the 
world has not seen in many decades. In some locations 
religious liberties, including the ability to assemble 
for worship, were suddenly restricted in ways many 
considered illegal. We were told, in most cases, that 
these were just temporary measures, but in some 
places the evidence is not yet convincing. 

All of this can be disheartening for those who 
desire to follow Christ and practice the values that He 
taught when He walked this earth. It is true that Christ 
supported the laws of quarantine and good hygiene 
as outlined in the Old Testament Scriptures. He also 
advocated love for your neighbor, which includes 
doing to others as you would have them do unto you. 
To do your part to protect people from getting or 
spreading a disease is showing love for your neighbor 
and is clearly biblical. 

But such solutions have been imperfectly practiced 
and have themselves become a source of strife in a 
dysfunctional society riven by self-interest.

Some things haven’t changed
When so many things change in such a short period 
of time, it is easy to lose sight of the things that have 
not changed, and will not change, when it comes to 
Christianity. 

In spite of all that has happened in recent times, 
the most important spiritual principles, the very 
underpinnings of our beliefs, have not changed at all. 

The coach with home plate around  
his neck
Let me illustrate this by relating a story about a 
famous baseball coach. This comes from an article 
written in 1996 by Chris Sperry, titled “Stay at 
Seventeen Inches.”

John Scolinos coached college baseball for most of 
his adult life. He retired from coaching in 1991, and 
he is best remembered for a speech that he gave before 
the American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) 
convention in Nashville, Tennessee, in January of 
1996. His speech was about the need to maintain a 
consistent standard for all players. If you are going to 

NEVER CHANGE
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be a successful coach, you can’t have one standard for 
your star players and another for the rest.

To make his point, he began his speech with a full-
sized replica of home plate hanging around his neck. 
He pretended as though it wasn’t there until, after 
speaking for 25 minutes, he seemed to notice a few 
snickers from the audience. 

Then he said, “You’re probably wondering why I’m 
wearing home plate around my neck . . . I may be old 
but I’m not crazy. The reason I stand before you today 
is to share with you baseball people what I’ve learned 
in my life, what I’ve learned about home plate in my 
78 years.” 

He then asked the group of coaches a question: 
“Do you know how wide home plate is in Little 
League?” After a pause someone offered, “17 
inches.” Coach Scolinos continued. “That’s right.” 
Then he proceeded to ask about high school, 
college and professional baseball. No matter the 
league or level of competition, the size of home 
plate is the same. It doesn’t change to accommodate 
individuals.

When Babe Ruth hit his famous home run at 
Wrigley Field in 1932, home plate was 17 inches. 
When Hank Aaron hit his 715th home run in 1974, 
home plate was 17 inches. 

It hasn’t changed. It has been the standard for all 
levels of baseball competition since the modern era of 
baseball began.

“Lest we drift away”
As Christians, our focus must not be on the physical 
things that can change—and certainly have changed 
in the past two years. Rather than getting sidetracked 
with all the changes, we should focus on the things 
that will not change and have been the same since the 
Church began in Acts 2.

In Hebrews 2:1 we are told, “Therefore we must give 
the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest 
we drift away.” 

Stress and change can cause us to forget that the 
most important things in our lives do not change in 
the face of a pandemic or any other physical event. 
If we allow these events to so consume our time and 
energy that we lose sight of the spiritual reasons we 
are doing what we are doing, then we run the risk 

of losing everything—drifting away from the most 
precious thing we have been given, our calling and 
relationship with God.

The core values of Christianity never 
change
Keep in mind that the core values of Christianity have 
not changed. Here are just a few to consider:
• God does not change. “For I am the Lord, I do 

not change” (Malachi 3:6).
• Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 

forever (Hebrews 13:8).
• The truth of God’s way of life does not 

change (John 8:32; 17:17). When it comes to 
God’s Word, what was true yesterday is true 
today and will be true tomorrow. This is the 
standard we must live by.

• The gospel of the coming Kingdom of God 
has not changed. The same gospel Jesus and 
the apostles preached should be taught today 
(Mark 1:14-15; Matthew 24:14).

• God’s law has not changed. We obey the same 
commandments that were given to Israel 
on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20) and that are 
summarized in the two great commandments 
of loving God and loving our neighbor 
(Matthew 22:34-40). These commandments are 
to be written in our hearts (Hebrews 8:10), not 
just on slabs of stone. 

Focus on the things that never change
Life isn’t going to get any easier as we approach the 
end of this age. Paul called these days “perilous times.” 

It is easy to get distracted when the world is in the 
throes of a pandemic. It is easy for leaders, driven by 
the desire to protect their citizens, to alter the building 
blocks of society during such confusing times. The 
motives may be good, but in the current times, when 
people are “lovers of themselves,” the end result has 
been a tumultuous, divided society.

Christianity teaches us a different approach and 
reminds us that the most important principles of life 
will never change. 

For more about unchanging values, see our booklet 
God’s 10 Commandments: Still Relevant Today.

 —Jim Franks
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Is the way we 
manage “our” 
money only 
a physical, 
bookkeeping 
consideration, or 
is it a character 
issue? Make a  
full study of what 
the Bible says 
about money.
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Money management. Is it merely a secular 
matter, or is it a spiritual issue—a test of 
Christian character? The Bible teaches us 

that it can be both. Full understanding comes from 
considering all that God reveals on this topic.

Money is just a thing, a physical concept. In and of 
itself, it doesn’t satisfy any of the basic needs of life—
food, clothing and shelter. We can’t eat money. We 
don’t wear it. We don’t live in it. 

Instead, in our modern, nonbarter economies, money 
represents buying power. It is the means of acquiring 
other physical goods and services that do sustain us 
and do satisfy our most basic needs—something to eat, 
something to wear and a place to protect us from the 
elements. It makes it possible for us to support our family.

So it’s understandable that money, and money 
management, can be viewed as merely a physical issue, 
involving only arithmetic. We try to see to it that our 
inflow of money is at least equal to our outflow.

Many issues regarding money are spiritual 
matters, involving choices and character
But there is more to it than arithmetic. Where we 
obtain our money and how we choose to spend it 
obviously involve choices. Choices often involve 
character and spiritual issues. 

For example, would God be equally pleased if we 
“earned” our income by fraudulent and deceptive 
advertising, as contrasted to honest labor? Would God 
be indifferent as to whether we earned our income by 
working on a Tuesday, as contrasted to working on His 
holy Sabbath? 

Or, say a person has a hundred dollars to spend. 
Would his character be identically judged by God if he 
chose to spend it on food for his family, rather than on 
illicit drugs—or on a wager involving a sporting event—
or on pornography? 

We don’t have to discuss money management very 
long before character and spiritual issues and God’s 
judgment come to the fore.

What does the Bible say about money, 
wealth and our management of it?
Consider the following question. What is the single 
most important passage in the Bible regarding money, 
wealth and our management of it? 

Several possible answers come to mind. Here are 
some verses and passages you may wish to refer to as 
you formulate your answer.

Is it what Jesus said, as recorded in Matthew 6:25-34? 
Or is it what the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 

Timothy 6:10? Or what he wrote in 1 Timothy 5:8?
Or how about what God spoke through the prophet 

Malachi, recorded in Malachi 3:10?
Jesus said some other things about money and 

wealth. Is it one of these statements: Luke 6:20; Mark 
10:23-25; or Luke 12:15? 

Or might it be what the psalmist was inspired to 
write in Psalm 112:1-3?

Or is the answer what is said of Abraham, God’s 
“friend” and the “father” of the faithful, as recorded in 
Genesis 13:1-2?

I invite you to read all of these passages, and 
others that come to your mind, before answering the 
question, “What is the single most important passage 
in the Bible regarding money and wealth and our 
management of it?”

What is your answer?

Wealth is a blessing: one answer that 
some come to
Some people look into the Bible and select their 
answer from among the following candidates: Genesis 
12:1-3; 13:1-2; Deuteronomy 28:1-8; Malachi 3:10; 
Psalms 37:25; 112:1-3; Proverbs 3:13-16; 10:22; and 3 
John 1:2. I invite you to read all of these verses. 

Whichever one passage they select from this list, 
they then develop a biblical view of money, wealth 
and our management of it that could be summarized 
as follows:

The Bible teaches that God will materially and 
financially bless those He is pleased with, and that 
having abundant money and physical wealth is a 
good thing—a thing from God.

Sometimes those who focus on such passages 
adhere to what has become known as the prosperity 
gospel or the health and wealth gospel. Obey God, 
please Him, and He will bless you materially and see 
to it that you are rich. Perhaps it is understandable 
that people could come to that conclusion. After  
all, they certainly seem to have scriptural support 
for it.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/gospel-of-the-kingdom/whats-wrong-with-the-prosperity-gospel/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/gospel-of-the-kingdom/whats-wrong-with-the-prosperity-gospel/
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Blessed are the poor: a different 
biblical answer to the same question
Others answer the question by using one of the 
candidates from the following list (again, you are invited 
to read these passages yourself): Mark 10:23-25; Luke 
6:20; 1 Timothy 6:10; James 2:5; and Revelation 2:8-10. 

Whichever particular passage they use for their 
answer, they develop a different biblical view 
regarding this whole topic—a view that could be 
summarized as follows:

The Bible teaches that God will allow (or cause) His 
people to be poor, and that having abundant physical 
wealth is a spiritually dangerous, troublesome and 
onerous thing for the righteous and is contrary to 
God’s will.

And they, too, sure seem to have scriptural support 
for their conclusion. Just read the verses listed above. 
These people are convinced that God intends for the 
righteous to be poor in this lifetime. It’s best for them. 
Having money and riches will ruin them.

A fuller, balanced look at what the Bible 
says about money
Depending on the circumstances and the particular 
way God is working with His people at a specific time 
and place in history, either biblical understanding 
could be the correct and relevant one. It’s best to look 
at many passages, not just one or a few, to come to a 
mature and balanced understanding about a topic as 
big as money, wealth and management of it. 

In fact, the question posed at the beginning of the 
article was a bit of a trick question. There is no one 
single passage in the Bible that is more important than 
all the others. Everything God says on a matter should 
be studied. We need to beware of an approach that 
results in a “single verse” doctrinal understanding. 

The topic of this article is only one example. It is 
far better to study all the scriptures, not just a few, in 
order to understand God’s will on any subject. And, 
of course, it is important to pray for a full, mature and 
balanced understanding of any topic, after studying as 
many biblical passages as we can on that topic.

God and money: a fuller and more 
complete conclusion
Here is a third set of passages, most of which were 

not included in either of the first two sets. If you 
would like to take the time and make a personal 
Bible study about money, consider all of the 
following: Deuteronomy 6:10-13; Psalm 62:10; 
Proverbs 6:6-9; 13:22; 15:16-17; Matthew 6:25-34; 
13:22; Luke 3:14; 9:23-25; 12:15-21; Acts 20:35; 
Philippians 4:11-12; 1 Timothy 6:8, 10, 17-18; and 
Revelation 3:15-18.

Taking them prayerfully into consideration 
would help a person develop a more mature and 
fully developed understanding of this topic. Now, 
something like the following summary statement 
would be appropriate:

Money and physical wealth (possessions) are 
simply things. They are not inherently either good 
or bad. It is His people’s use of the thing and attitude 
toward the thing that God is most concerned with. 
God sometimes does permit or cause His people to 
face poverty and need, sometimes as a test. In those 
cases, they should be grateful for and content with 
the necessities, and look to Him for His help and 
provision. In other cases, God blesses His people 
abundantly, and they should be grateful, generous 
and humble in the face of those blessings, never 
forgetting their source.

For those interested in pursuing this large topic 
more fully, see these LifeHopeandTruth.com 
articles:
• The Bible, Budgeting and You.
• Six Biblical Personal Finance Principles.
• What Did Jesus Say About Money?

The prayer of Agur
Though there is no one single most important verse 
in the Bible concerning money and wealth, perhaps 
it would be good to conclude with one final passage 
that expresses a spiritually mature and balanced 
approach to the subject of money and wealth. 

It is the wisdom we find in the prayer of Agur: 
“Two things I request of You (deprive me not before I 
die): remove falsehood and lies far from me; give me 
neither poverty nor riches—feed me with the food 
allotted to me; lest I be full and deny You, and say, 
‘Who is the Lord?’ or lest I be poor and steal, and 
profane the name of my God” (Proverbs 30:7-9).

—Tom Kirkpatrick

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/finances/the-bible-budgeting-and-you/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/finances/six-biblical-personal-finance-principles/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/finances/what-did-jesus-say-about-money/


18 DISCERN January/February 2022

If you knew you only had moments left to live, who would you speak 
to? What would you say? What loose ends would you want to tie up?  
It is often in the crucible of such pressing situations that priorities  

are revealed. 
Jesus, during the intense agony of the crucifixion, dedicated some 

of His last words to tenderly express concern for His mother, Mary. 
Noticing Mary standing nearby, Jesus directed her attention to His 

disciple John, saying, “Woman, behold your son!” (John 19:26). 
Turning to John, He added, “Behold your mother!” (verse 27). 

Even in this excruciating moment, Jesus ensured that  
His mother’s physical well-being would be looked after. 

Who was this remarkable woman who had been  
tasked with rearing, providing for and looking after  
the Son of God? 

Sadly, many people’s familiarity with Mary is summed 
up in an oft-repeated but seldom thought about prayer, 
the Catholic “Hail Mary” prayer: “Hail, Mary, full of 
grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 
women, blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” To learn about 
the many problems with praying to Mary, read our article 
“Should You Pray to Mary?” 

Characteristics of 
Mary, Mother of Jesus
God chose an extraordinary young woman to 
be the mother of Jesus Christ. What are some 
characteristics we can all learn from this 
woman of faith?

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/should-you-pray-to-mary/


LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 19

Though her persona has been inappropriately 
elevated by many, the real Mary of the Bible was a 
remarkable woman. What can we learn from the life 
and story of Mary, the mother of Jesus?

A challenging introduction
Mary, or perhaps Miriam, was a descendant of King 
David. Most scholars consider the genealogy in Luke 
3:23-38 to be the lineage of Mary. 

Mary is first introduced in the Bible as “a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph” (Luke 
1:26-27). Her betrothal to a respected member of 
society was vital. Life was precarious for women in 
Judea and Galilee in the first century. They were 
often viewed as chattel with few or no inherent 
rights. Marriage was the path to some degree 
of liberty and dignity and, in many cases, was 
necessary even for survival. 

Mary’s betrothal to Joseph was more than a 
modern engagement. According to William Barclay, 
betrothal “was absolutely binding. It lasted for one 
year. During that year, the couple were known as 
husband and wife, although they had not the rights 
of husband and wife. It could not be terminated 
in any other way than by divorce” (The New Daily 
Study Bible, 2001, Vol. 1, p. 22). 

Mary’s life—which up to this point appeared 
to have followed traditional expectations—was 
shockingly overturned. Luke explains that the angel 
Gabriel was sent by God with what must have been 
astonishing news. 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name 
Jesus” (Luke 1:30-31). Mary’s response—“How can this 
be, since I do not know a man?” (verse 34)—affirms the 
miraculous nature of this conception.

One can imagine the shock such news must have 
produced within Mary’s family and community. 
Being “found with child” outside of a marriage 
covenant was scandalous. Mary probably faced 
ridicule, social ostracism and likely scorn from 
others. One can imagine the gossip and sideways 
glances she must have endured. 

In fact, Mary’s betrothed, Joseph, had determined 
to privately divorce her (Matthew 1:18-19). But God 

supernaturally intervened to provide Joseph with the 
understanding and perspective needed to preserve the 
family unit (verses 20-25).

Clothed in humility and meekness
Mary’s response to this life-altering news reveals much 
about her character. Mary was clothed in humility 
and meekness. There was no “Of course I’m the one!” 
response to this remarkable news. Instead, we find 
Mary glorifying God while acknowledging her own 
humble place in comparison (Luke 1:46-49).

Furthermore, in what could have been perceived as 
a slight had she been motivated by pride, after Gabriel 
appeared to Mary and announced God’s plan (Luke 
1:26-38), it appears that all further communication 
was delivered through her betrothed, Joseph (Matthew 
1:20-24; 2:13, 19, 22). A prideful person could have 
argued, “Well, I’m the chosen one; God should tell me 
directly.” 

Of course, humility and meekness were necessary 
traits for the Messiah’s mother. God can work with 
those who have “a contrite and humble spirit” (Isaiah 
57:15) because they are pliable and yielding to the will 
and plan of God. God is able to do great things in and 
through the humble (James 4:6, 10; 1 Peter 5:5-6). In 
Mary, God found a humble, meek servant—a young 
lady determined to obey God and yield to His purpose. 

A woman of courage
Mary’s meek spirit did not mask a weak or timid 
individual. Instead, Mary was a woman of courage 
and strength. 

Because students of the Bible know the rest of 
the story, it can be difficult to fully appreciate the 
perilous situation Mary found herself in after Gabriel’s 
astonishing news. Mary did not have any promise 
that Joseph would stand by her, yet she courageously 
shared the news (Matthew 1:18-19). 

The miracle in her womb brought considerable risk 
to Mary. She risked shame, abandonment, abuse and 
even stoning. The very real possibility of being “put 
away” would have had devastating consequences on 
her life. 

Mary apparently faced these difficulties with 
courage. Her courage to tell Joseph was just the 
beginning. Imagine how Mary might have started that Ph
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conversation. She then perhaps had to share the news 
with family, friends and the community. How many 
people believed her fantastic account? 

Such courage is deeply rooted in a relationship 
with God (Joshua 1:7, 9). It does not form overnight. 
Rather, it reflects a lifetime of building a relationship 
with God. 

Mary’s courage was further bolstered through 
positive, uplifting relationships with other 
faithful individuals. Her relative Elizabeth is 
described as “righteous before God, walking in 
all the commandments” (Luke 1:6). Mary sought 
encouragement and support from Elizabeth as she 
navigated this challenging time (verses 38-41, 56). 

Shielded by faith
Mary was also a woman of faith. A careful reading of 
Luke 1:26-38 shows that Mary didn’t seek proof from 
Gabriel when she received his startling news. Instead, 
she asked for an explanation. Her question was how 
(not whether) God’s plan would come to fruition. This 
is an important distinction, as it highlights Mary’s 
trust and belief in God and His ability to miraculously 
follow through.

This stands in contrast to Zacharias’ response when 
Gabriel announced that Zacharias and Elizabeth 
would have a child (Luke 1:5-18). Zacharias struggled 
to believe this news (verse 18). As a result, Zacharias 
was made mute for the duration of Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy “because [he] did not believe” Gabriel’s 
announcement (verses 19-20). 

Mary had pleased God with her trust and faith 
(Hebrews 11:1, 6). Mary’s faith in God was vibrant 
and powerful. It served to shield her during the 
challenging events that poured unexpectedly into 
her life. 

Mary had the necessary faith to believe Gabriel’s 
announcement and act on it. 

Mary’s faith and trust were not situational. She heard 
so many promises about her Son’s future. 
• For example, Gabriel announced, “He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of 
His father David. And He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom 
there will be no end” (Luke 1:32-33). 

• Simeon prophesied that Jesus was “a light to  
bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory  
of Your [God’s] people Israel” (Luke 2:32). 

• The prophetess Anna spoke openly of the 
redemption that would come through Jesus  
(verses 36-38). 

Mary must have been intrigued by these promises 
and, like many of Jesus’ followers, likely anticipated 
Jesus would soon restore the national glory as the 
promised Messiah and the heir to the throne of David. 
Yet, as the months of Jesus’ public ministry went on, it 
became clear that a great deal of understanding had 
been left out. How did that impact Mary?

Mary was widowed and lived to see her Son brutally 
beaten and crucified. At the end of Jesus’ physical life, 
Mary was a silent witness to the crucifixion. There 
is no indication that her faith and trust faltered. Her 
example of faith is incredible.

Who was Mary, the mother of Jesus?
Mary was not the divine, serene, angelic or mystical 
being so often portrayed in medieval artwork.

Instead, Mary was in many ways like everyone else. 
She was a sinner who needed a Savior and anticipated 
His arrival. Yet she was a very special lady, greatly 
blessed by God, who endured incredible testing and 
served in a remarkable way. 

One can imagine the stories Mary will be able to 
share after she’s resurrected to eternal life at Jesus’ 
return—anecdotes of tragedy, humor and joy. As Mary 
said, “Henceforth all generations will call me blessed” 
(Luke 1:48).

It is unknown how long she lived after Jesus’ 
crucifixion. Yet there is much for Christians to 
ponder. What was it like for Mary to be part of the 
Body of Christ years after His death and resurrection? 
Was she well-treated, or was she persecuted by the 
Jews around her? No one really knows. Legend and 
lore have long corrupted her story, and the truth in 
this regard is unknowable.

What we can know is that Mary was a remarkable 
woman. The brief biblical insights into Mary’s life 
provide a wonderful example for Christians of all 
ages. We can all profit by following Mary’s example of 
humility, courage and faith.

—Jason Hyde
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What’s next for Discern?
You decide.
It’s time to try something new. Over the next 

couple months, you’ll have three opportunities 
to weigh in and help us decide what will be in 
the July/August 2022 issue of Discern. 

We’re calling it the Readers’ Choice Edition. 
Here’s how it’ll work:

All the input can be given at 
lifehopeandtruth.com/readerschoice during 
three different time slots.

After your input is tallied, we’ll take the 
results and get to work writing, editing, 
reviewing and laying out the issue. 

What should our writers write about? It’s 
up to you. 

We look forward to seeing what you come 
up with.

Ann
oun
cing

the
Readers’
Choice Give your input at 

LifeHopeandTruth.com/
readerschoiceEdition

Time slot Event

Jan. 3 (Monday)  
to Jan. 14 (Friday)

Submit up to five topics 
you’d like us to write 
about.

Jan. 24 (Monday) 
to Feb. 4 (Friday)

Take a look at others’ 
suggestions and select 
your five favorites.

Feb. 14 (Monday) 
to Feb. 25 (Friday)

Select a topic for each 
author from that  
author’s top three picks.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/readerschoice/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/readerschoice/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/readerschoice/


MATTHEW
Author: tax collector called to become an apostle.
Original audience: Jewish readers.
Emphasis: on the fact that Jesus is 
the Messiah prophesied in the 
Old Testament. 
Interesting fact: Matthew 
alone uses the term kingdom 
of heaven (equivalent to 
Kingdom of God).

LUKE
Author: the beloved physician and companion of 
Paul.
Original audience: Theophilus and gentile readers.
Emphasis: on Jesus’ humanity and His kindness to 
the weak, suering and outcasts.
Interesting fact: Luke alone tells of Jesus’ 
experience at the temple at age 12.

JOHN
Author: fisherman called to become an apostle.
Original audience: gentile Christians at the end 

of the first century.
Emphasis: on the last days 

and hours of Christ’s life so 
“that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ” (John 
20:31).

Interesting fact: John alone 
gives Jesus’ great “I am” 

statements and describes Jesus’ 
washing of the apostles’ feet on Passover.

MARK
Author: 
served with 
Paul, Barnabas 
and Peter.
Emphasis: on 
Jesus’ mighty and 
miraculous works that prove He is the Messiah.
Interesting fact: “Only four paragraphs . . . are 
unique to Mark” (Eerdmans’ Handbook to the 
Bible, p. 499).

THE FOUR GOSPELS
The life and teachings of Jesus Christ from four perspectives.

For further study, see our LifeHopeandTruth.com article “Gospels” and related articles.

Gospel
From euangelion (Greek), which means good news.
This refers to Jesus’ message, the good news of the 
Kingdom of God.

• Ministry of John the Baptist.
• Feeding of the 5,000.
• Betrayal by Judas.
• Denial by Peter.
• Trial and crucifixion of Christ.
• Resurrection of Christ.
• Promise of His second coming.

Some things covered
 in all four Gospels:

• Dierent original audiences and dierent purposes.
• Four perspectives for a fuller picture.
• Repetition for emphasis.

Why four Gospels?

LEARNING CENTER INFOGRAPHIC

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/holy-bible/new-testament/gospels/
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Q:

Q:

Q:

A:
A:

A:

A n s w e r s  t o  Yo u r  B i b l i c a l  Q u e s t i o n s

I am very disturbed by your article “Dante’s 
Un-Divine Comedy”! “What is hell?” is explained: 
“Hell in the Bible is the Greek Hades, which 
essentially refers to the grave. Contrary to 

Dante’s imaginary place of sadistic, eternal punishing, 
the grave is actually a peaceful, silent place.” Also, you 
say that “the Bible does not teach that righteous people 
go to heaven at death” and that “God’s plan includes 
offering eternal life to every member of the human family. 
This includes those who lived, died and returned to dust 
without developing a relationship with God.” You’re 
saying people get a second chance after death! What 
about to be “absent from the body is to be present with 
the Lord,” spoken by Paul?

Why are you a corporation?

Are the plagues of Revelation 16 things to 
happen during the end days?

We are very sorry to hear about your 
disappointment with our article about Dante’s 
imaginative poetry about the afterlife. 

We strive to teach only what the Bible teaches, not 
the ideas of philosophers or theologians or poets 
outside of the Bible. We do not believe anyone will 
have a “second chance.” But the Bible does show that 
God is fair and merciful, and He wants everyone to 
have a first chance. 

The apostle Paul wrote that God “desires all men  
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the  
truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). The apostle Peter wrote that 
God “is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9). 

In the context of the rest of the Bible, we know this 
does not mean universal salvation, since some will 
choose to reject salvation and will experience “the 
second death” in the “lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14-
15). But God does want there to be a universal chance 
for repentance and salvation. We explain more about 
all this in our biblical article “Is God Fair?”

You mentioned Paul’s statement about being absent 
from the body. Our article “Absent From the Body, 
Present With the Lord?” looks at 2 Corinthians 5:8 
and the context in detail. Paul taught a lot about the 

The Church of God is a spiritual 
organization, but in order to legally 
operate and accomplish its work in this 

world, the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
has incorporated or sought other legal status in 
countries around the world. In the United States, we 
are incorporated as a 501(c)(3) organization. This 
allows U.S. taxpayers to obtain a tax deduction for 
their donations. Feel free to let us know if you have 
further questions.

Yes, the frightening plagues of Revelation 
16 will happen on earth when Jesus Christ 
returns. They are explained in our article 

“What Are the Seven Last Plagues of Revelation?” 

If you have questions, submit them at  

LifeHopeandTruth.com/ask-a-question/

resurrection of the dead in 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 
Thessalonians 4:15-16. He was saying that after his 
death, in his next conscious moment, he would be 
resurrected and be with the Lord forever.

We certainly understand that the ideas about heaven 
and hell in the popular culture have been influenced 
by the ideas of men like Dante, but we believe a careful 
study of the Bible shows that God does have a clear, 
merciful and inspiring plan of salvation.

Our booklet The Last Enemy: What Really Happens 
After Death? goes through the scriptures on this topic 
in detail.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/dantes-un-divine-comedy/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/dantes-un-divine-comedy/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/last-great-day/is-god-fair/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/absent-from-body/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-heaven/absent-from-body/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/seven-last-plagues/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ask-a-question/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-last-enemy
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-last-enemy
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CHRISTIANITY
I N  P R O G R E S S

How Much Pagan Is Too 
Pagan?

Bad news:
That thing you love? It has pagan origins.

Worse news: 
Pretty much everything has pagan origins.
What does God expect you to do about it?

“Do not inquire about their gods”
Just before the Israelites entered the Promised Land to 
claim their inheritance, God gave them a warning:

“When the Lord your God cuts off before you 
the nations whom you go in to dispossess, and you 
dispossess them and dwell in their land, take care that 
you be not ensnared to follow them, after they have 
been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire 
about their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve 
their gods?—that I also may do the same.’ 

“You shall not worship the Lord your God in that 
way, for every abominable thing that the Lord hates 
they have done for their gods, for they even burn their 
sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods” 
(Deuteronomy 12:29-31, English Standard Version).

The Promised Land was filled with pagan nations 
who served false gods, and in the names of those gods, 
the people had done “every abominable thing that the 
Lord hates”—up to and including the ritual sacrifice of 
their own flesh and blood. In no uncertain terms, God 
was letting the Israelites know that foreign religious 
practices were utterly incompatible with the worship of 
the one true God. 

Worshipping God means worshipping Him the way 
He wants us to do it. “Everything that I command you, 
you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or 
take from it” (verse 32, ESV).

The problem with Christmas and Easter
That’s why Christians who study passages like these 
conclude they aren’t supposed to celebrate holidays 
like Christmas and Easter. 

It’s fairly common knowledge that these holidays 
are built around a smorgasbord of pagan religious 
customs. The trees, the lights, the rabbits, the eggs—
they’re all pagan practices with a new coat of paint.

As Christians, how should we approach an activity, 
tradition or object that has pagan origins? God’s Word 
gives us a clear path forward.
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The argument in favor of these days is almost always 
that they’ve been repurposed—that, yes, those customs 
were pagan once, but now they glorify Jesus Christ.

But God does not accept repurposed worship. He does not 
accept a new coat of paint on “every abominable thing that 
the Lord hates.” If we worship Him by willfully adopting 
repurposed pagan customs, He rejects that worship. 

If we persist, He rejects us.

Does God hate groves? What about 
raisin cakes?
But it’s easy to wonder how far that prohibition 
extends. Historically, God’s people have always 
been in the minority—which means that just about 
everything around us could have a pagan origin. 

There are two important principles to extract from 
God’s instruction in Deuteronomy 12:
1. Do not incorporate pagan customs of worship  
 into your life.
2. The worship is the problem. The objects involved  
 might not be.

God said, “Do not inquire about their gods,” and 
“you shall not worship the Lord your God in that 
way” (verses 30-31, ESV). Those are the boundary 
lines. God isn’t telling us to throw out everything 
pagans have ever touched. He’s telling us to throw 
out their methods of worship. For example:

Pagans often used groves of trees as sacred  
sites for the worship of their gods, which often 
included ritual prostitution (Hosea 4:13-14). Does 
that mean Christians should avoid orchards or  
never plant trees of their own? No. God gave His 
people groves (Joshua 24:13). The trees aren’t the 
problem—the problem is what the pagans were doing 
among the trees. 

Pagans also baked raisin cakes and gave them as 
offerings to their gods (Hosea 3:1). Should Christians 
avoid adding raisins to their baked goods? Again, 
no. There’s nothing spiritually wrong with adding 
raisins to cakes. There is something wrong with 
baking a raisin cake as an offering to God. It’s not 
the way He tells us to worship Him.Ph
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Should Christians avoid yoga or not?
But those are ancient examples. Here’s a more  
modern one:

Yoga.
Yoga is an incredibly contentious topic in 

Christian circles. It originated in India and 
plays an important role in Eastern religions like 
Buddhism and Hinduism. Practitioners of these 
religions believe they can use yoga to expand 
their consciousness, bring their spiritual energies 
into alignment, overcome suffering, and attain 
enlightenment and oneness with the ultimate reality 
of the universe. Many times, these goals are  
pursued through various stretches.

These are, without a doubt, pagan spiritual practices 
that Christians should absolutely avoid. 

But what about the stretches themselves? Is 
stretching a problem? Are yoga stretches something 
Christians should avoid?

The difference between forbidden and 
acceptable
It’s the same principle as the groves and the raisin 
cakes: 

God has no problem with you stretching your 
muscles. 

He does have a problem with you doing stretches 
to try and realign your spiritual energy or tap into a 
cosmic consciousness.

And there’s the dividing line: 
Are you including forms of pagan worship in your 

life, or aren’t you?
Groves are fine. Raisin cakes are fine. Stretching is 

fine. We don’t avoid eggs just because they play a role 

in Easter traditions. We don’t avoid gingerbread just 
because it’s a common part of Christmas. 

(Of course, the Bible tells us to be careful not 
to “wound” or “defile” our consciences. If we’re 
uncomfortable with something or feel it will send the 
wrong message to others, we should stay away from 
it—see 1 Corinthians 8 and Romans 14:23.)

What God does have a problem with and, in fact, 
forbids is taking those individual pieces and using 
them the way the pagans did. We don’t worship in the 
groves. We don’t bake the raisin cakes as offerings to 
God. We don’t stretch to align our chakras. We don’t 
paint eggs and try to find them during Easter. And we 
don’t decorate gingerbread houses for Christmas.

God doesn’t tolerate using those pagan symbols to 
worship Him.

Next time you discover that something in your life 
has pagan origins, ask yourself: “Does this thing have 
its roots in a form of worship God forbids? And if so, 
am I allowing it to have spiritual influence in my own 
life?”

If the answer is yes, then our only option is to get rid 
of it. When it comes to worshipping God, even a little 
pagan is too much pagan.

(Read more about this subject in our article “History 
of Wedding Rings.”)

 —Jeremy Lallier

Suggestions welcome
This article was written at a reader’s suggestion. If 
you’d like to suggest a topic for future editions of 
“Christianity in Progress,” you can do so anonymously 
at lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas. We look forward to 
hearing from you! Ph
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Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation
God designed caribou to shed  the i r 
l a r g e ,  h e a v y  a n t l e r s every year. 
T h e  a n t l e rs  g ro w b a c k 
a t  i n c r e d i b l e 
speeds—nearly 
a n  i n c h  a  d a y 
for almost four 
months! (Caribou 
antlers are among 
the fastest-growing 
living tissues in the 
world.) 

Both male and female 
c a r i b o u  g r o w  n e w 
antlers every year. Male 
c a r i b o u  s u p p l e m e n t 
t h e i r  a n t l e r  g r o w t h 
by  lea c h i n g  ca l c i u m 
from their own skeletal 
system. At 35 pounds and 
3 or more feet long, a fully grown 
set of antlers can account for 10 percent of a male 
caribou’s total body weight.

After rutting season is over, male caribou shed their 
antlers. Females shed them shortly after giving birth. 
Keeping their antlers until then allows mothers to 
defend themselves and their food sources during 
their pregnancy. 

Baby caribou very nearly hit the ground running. 
Within the first hour of its life, a baby caribou learns 
to stand on its own. Within six hours, it can outrun 
Olympians.

Pictured: woodland caribou (Rangifer tarandus)

Photo by James Capo

Text by Jeremy Lallier and James Capo

The Strange Cycle of Caribou Antlers
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In our last article, we explored the birth and early 
childhood years of Jesus. We looked at the few 
details we have about Jesus’ birth and His family’s 

relocation to Egypt to escape Herod’s efforts to kill 
Him. Jesus was likely just a toddler during that time. 

After Herod was dead and the threat was gone, an 
angel directed Joseph to move his small family back 
to his homeland. So they returned and settled in the 
Galilean town of Nazareth, west of the Sea of Galilee 
(Matthew 2:23). 

Is there anything else we can learn about Jesus’ early 
years as a boy growing up in a small town?

An exceptional young Man
The next detail Luke gives us about the young Jesus is 
a summary statement of His character: “And the Child 
grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; 
and the grace of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:40). 

This is the kind of description that is easy to read 
right over, but let’s ponder what Luke is telling us 
about the young Jesus.

First, Jesus became “strong in spirit.” Jesus grew into 
a young person of strength. Physically, of course, but 
spiritually even more. 

Sometimes in modern society, being religious is 
thought of as something that makes one weak. But true 
spiritual character is something that takes strength. 
To make right decisions and conduct oneself with 
integrity require grit, backbone and courage. Jesus 
had all three. 

Second, Jesus was “filled with wisdom.” Wisdom is 
essentially learning what is right and then practically 
applying that knowledge to everyday life. This tells 
us that Jesus not only applied Himself to learning, 
but practiced wisdom in His life even as a child. As 
we study His life during His ministry, we see many 
and various instances when He exercised perfect 
wisdom. That wisdom didn’t magically appear when 
He became an adult; it was carefully built in His life 
from childhood. 

Third, “the grace of God was upon Him.” That can 
sound like just religious jargon—but we shouldn’t read 

The Gospels don’t tell us much about Jesus’ childhood, 
but they do give us some details. What can we learn 
from what we do know about Jesus as a boy?

What Can We Learn 
From Jesus’ Childhood?

Walk as He
Walked
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over it. Grace, in this context, refers to God’s favor 
and blessings. This statement means that He received 
the Father’s favor, blessings and protection from a 
young age. 

Luke’s three-point description of Jesus’ youth 
provides a blueprint for us today—especially for young 
people. From an early age, a person can develop 
strength of character, learn and practice wisdom, and 
position himself or herself to be blessed by God (Psalm 
128:1; Proverbs 10:6). 

Jesus set the perfect example of putting Solomon’s 
wise advice into practice: “Remember now your 
Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult 
days come” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). Jesus’ example proved 
that this is not an impossible ideal. 

Can young people follow Jesus’ 
example today?
If you’re a young person reading this article, you can 
follow Christ’s example. The book of Proverbs is a good 
place to start building practical wisdom. Study it daily 
and think deeply about how you can apply its many 
nuggets of wisdom to your life. 

It’s also important to consider that striving to be a 
young person like Jesus doesn’t mean you have to be 
a self-righteous religious kid that most people will 
want to avoid. Jesus was not this way. In His later life 
we see that many types of people—even of different 
backgrounds—were comfortable around Him (Mark 
2:15; Luke 7:36). Though, of course, some people didn’t 
like Him, there’s no reason to believe He wasn’t a 
genuinely likable person as a child, a teenager and a 
young adult. 

He was approachable, easy to get along with and 
probably had a great sense of humor. He always 
made right decisions and stood for the right thing, 
but didn’t obnoxiously wear His righteousness on 
His sleeve or make people feel guilty by just being in 
His presence. He was a balanced person—exercising 
perfect character but not conducting Himself in a self-
righteous way that repelled people.

A story about Jesus at the age of 12
The next detail we have of Jesus’ younger years 
occurred in the spring of the year when He was 12 
years old (Luke 2:41-49). Ph
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Jesus had traveled to Jerusalem with His family for 
the spring festivals, which would have included the 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Jesus 
observed the “feasts of the Lord” (found in Leviticus 
23) throughout His life—an important example we will 
revisit later in this series. 

The group He traveled with would have been much 
larger than Jesus and His parents. By this time, He 
probably had multiple siblings, and it’s likely that 
the group also included His extended family—Jesus’ 
uncles, aunts and cousins. The group could also have 
included others from Nazareth, so the group Jesus 
traveled with could have numbered over 100 people. 

When groups travel like this, they often naturally 
segregate themselves by age, so the 12-year-old Jesus 
was likely walking with His peers, not His parents. This 
reinforces that He was likely a sociable boy who got 
along well with others His age. He wasn’t constantly 
with His parents. 

After the festival, when it was time to leave Jerusalem, 
Joseph and Mary left for home, assuming their 12-year-
old Son was traveling with the group. But after a day of 
walking, they discovered that Jesus was not with them! 

You can imagine the worry His parents must have 
felt! They probably worried that this special Child—
the Messiah—that they had been tasked by God to 
care for was in some kind of danger. After all, they 
had already dealt with the threat of King Herod years 
earlier, so the fear that Jesus had been discovered 
and snatched by another evil leader who wanted 
Him dead may have weighed on their minds as they 
frantically searched for Him.

They returned to Jerusalem and, after scouring the 
busy metropolis, finally found Him in the last place 
they might have expected a 12-year-old to be. “They 
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both listening to them and asking them 
questions” (Luke 2:46). 

So, here you have a 12-year-old Boy who was 
surrounded by rabbis (likely Pharisees) and apparently 
analyzing their teachings and asking heavy and 
complex questions. But these teachers also asked Him 
questions and listened to His answers. Luke records 
that “all who heard Him were astonished at His 
understanding and answers” (verse 47). 

His words and conduct must have been very mature 
for Him to earn the respect of these men and have 
them engage in this kind of theological dialogue with 
a 12-year-old boy.

As we covered above, that wisdom came because 
He applied Himself to study and learning. Young 
people can follow this example and apply themselves 
to studying and considering the bigger questions 
in life from a young age—while still being kids and 
enjoying the fun and simplicity of youth. It is all 
about balance.

When His parents questioned Him about why 
He had stayed back at the temple, Jesus answered, 
“Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s 
business?” (verse 49). We shouldn’t read this as a 
snarky answer. Jesus didn’t have a bad attitude. 
He was genuinely telling His parents that He was 
already starting to fulfill the mission He had  
come to do. 

After this episode, we are told that Jesus “went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
subject to them” (verse 51). What can we learn from 
this? Obviously, it means Jesus obeyed the Fifth 
Commandment to honor His parents (Exodus 20:12). 
But perhaps it also shows us He was sensitive to the 
fear and anxiety this incident had caused them, and 
He was careful not to do anything that would worry 
them like that again. 

Jesus kept growing
After Luke’s account of the young Jesus in the temple, 
we aren’t given more specific details about Him until 
He began His public ministry about 18 years later. 

But we are told that He continued to grow “in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men” 
(Luke 2:52). Jesus was never stagnant—He continued 
to grow and develop Himself. His growth not only 
pleased God, but also gained Him favor with other 
people. He could relate to all kinds of people, was 
easy to get along with, worked hard and made good 
decisions—without being self-righteous.

You can be the same kind of person—whether you 
are a teenager, young adult or are well-seasoned in life. 

So, keep growing and striving to walk as He walked. 
—Erik Jones
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The first time I landed in Hong Kong in 1981, the 
final approach to the 1925-era Kai Tak Airport 
had us skimming closely over tall buildings. 

Twenty years later, the huge new airport was on another 
island, a very state-of-the-art 20-minute train ride from 
Central Station. The subway system was second to none. 
The plunging view from Victoria Peak, especially at 
night, was like a vision of a city from the future.

Each succeeding visit since has confirmed that 
Hong Kong, for all its modernity, remains exotic. 
The memory of the sea wind in my hair during 
passages on the Star Ferry between Kowloon and 
Hong Kong Island, surrounded by ships of all sizes 
and hypermodern skyscrapers beyond, is indelible. 
Sampan captains motored us around the floating 
restaurants of Aberdeen and the boat village where 
thousands still live on junks. In the Man Mo Temple, 
worshippers in clouds of incense bob in prayer to 
deified emperors among their gods of heaven. 

The Pearl of the Orient
Hong Kong’s history is fascinating. In 1898 a 99-year lease 
was signed granting Hong Kong to the United Kingdom. 
Liberal economic policies gradually transformed it from 
a fishing village to an economic powerhouse. 

With the most skyscrapers of any city in the world, it 
also has the most expensive real estate market. It ranks 
10th on the list of world exporters and ninth among 
importers, giving it financial clout on par with Tokyo, 
Beijing, Los Angeles and Paris. It has been called the 
Pearl of the Orient.

As 1997 approached, London wanted to negotiate 
the end of the lease. The resulting joint declaration 
of 1984 stipulated that the United Kingdom would 
transfer the colony. Beijing guaranteed that the 
political and economic systems of Hong Kong would 
remain the same for 50 years. 

Many residents fled in fear the Chinese government 
would breach the declaration. This was prescient. 
Instead of 50 years, violations began after 17. In 2014 
the central government began dismantling liberal 
safeguards. Hong Kong’s promised sovereignty has 
been steadily weakened ever since. 

Democratic protests have brought as many as 2 
million people to the streets, but they avail nothing, 

nor do protests from London. The future of Hong 
Kong looks as bleak as it does for the rest of China: 
an autocratic regime demanding subservience and 
crushing noncompliance.

Grieved for the people of Hong Kong
I’m grieved for the people of Hong Kong, those I know 
and those I don’t. They are suffering from the vicious 
ways of man: jealousy, covetousness, dishonesty and the 
lust for power. It’s a process that’s hard to watch every 
time it happens, as it constantly does in this world.

The psalmist described the unchanging ways of the 
human heart: “For the wicked boasts of his heart’s 
desire; he blesses the greedy and renounces the 
Lord . . . His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and 
oppression; under his tongue is trouble and iniquity” 
(Psalm 10:3, 7).

The only hope of stopping such deceit and oppression 
is God’s future intervention with the coming rule of 
Christ on earth. Zechariah prophesied of the change 
to the human heart it will bring: “‘These are the things 
you shall do: speak each man the truth to his neighbor; 
give judgment in your gates for truth, justice, and 
peace; let none of you think evil in your heart against 
your neighbor; and do not love a false oath. For all 
these are things that I hate,’ says the Lord” (8:16-17).

When this change comes the oppression will finally 
end for Hong Kong—and the world.

Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

A Boot Crushes a Pearl
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