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If magazine columns were human, I guess we would 
say that with this issue of Discern we’re laying to 
rest one of our dear old friends. Our “Christ Versus 

Christianity” feature has been a part of this magazine 
since its inaugural issue in January 2014, and it was, 
as its title might suggest, one of the more provocative 
elements of this publication.

Discern exists to provoke. That is, we aim to challenge 
your thinking about commonly held ideas in the 
world of Christianity, to stimulate new thinking about 
God’s Word. Its reason for being is found in the basic 
definition of the word that is its title:

dis•cern 1. to examine, prove or test, scrutinize; 2. to 
identify, distinguish; 3. to come to know or recognize.

We don’t claim to have a corner on the market of 
knowledge. But we do know that humanity’s troubles 
are spiritual in nature—they spring from misguided 
thinking and destructive attitudes. Hence, they must 
be met with spiritual solutions—changes in perception, 
understanding and attitude. 

“Christ Versus Christianity” aimed to do just 
that—to change common perceptions through a new, 
unadulterated view of God’s Word. Some readers on 
occasion found it a bit threatening, a pointed stick 
poking at cherished doctrinal balloons. For others, it 
was eye-opening, offering welcomed resolutions for 
perplexing scriptural questions. We hope it helped all 
our readers develop a deeper discernment of Scripture.

45 tests of common assumptions
So why end it? Erik Jones, the column’s author, explains 
very well on page 28 the rationale behind the change, 
so I won’t repeat it. But reading his article stirred me to 
review his old ones in the Discern archives. 

The first he ever wrote was “Not Everyone Who Says 
to Me ‘Lord, Lord’ . . .” It opened by stating, “You may 
be surprised to learn that much of what Jesus Christ 
taught is either ignored or literally rejected by modern 
Christianity. This article is the first in a series that 
will challenge many common assumptions about the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.” 

And challenge they did—45 of them—tackling 
subjects like: 
• How Do You Get “Three Days and Three 

Nights” From Good Friday to Easter Sunday?

• What Christianity Gets Wrong About Hell.
• The Problem With “Just as I Am” Christianity.
• The Kingdom of God: A Message Christianity 

Ignores.
• Do You Know the Lord of the Sabbath?
• Do You Pray the Way Jesus Taught?
• Once Saved, Are You Always Saved?
• Did Jesus Teach the Rapture?
• Would Jesus Celebrate Christmas?
• Did Jesus Cleanse All Meats?
• On What Rock Did Christ Build His Church?

(By the way, if those pique your interest, you can also 
find them online at lifehopeandtruth.com/discern/cvc.)

With this issue, though, this column is no more. 
Stepping in to take its place is a new feature, “Walk as 
He Walked.” The title may be less provocative, but the 
message will be just as challenging! 

Truth’s valley of decision
In many ways, “Walk as He Walked” presents a 
greater personal test: not to merely learn about Jesus’ 
teachings but to step further and actually live them. 

It’s not easy. Once Jesus gave a deep answer to an 
important question, “What shall we do, that we may 
work the works of God?” (John 6:28). After hearing 
His words, “from that time many of His disciples went 
back and walked with Him no more.” Then Jesus said 
to the 12 disciples who had been with Him, “Do you 
also want to go away?” 

Truth always brings us to a valley of decision. Peter, 
answering for all, replied, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of 
eternal life” (verses 66-68).

We hope “Christ Versus 
Christianity” has helped 
you truly comprehend 
His words of eternal life, 
and we hope “Walk as He 
Walked” will inspire you to 
choose His path!

Clyde Kilough
Editor

Taking Christ’s Words to the Next Level

CONSIDER
THIS

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/discern/cvc
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The plague of injustice has 
forever afflicted humanity, and we 
obviously are powerless to stop it. 
But change is coming—just not in 
the way most people think! 
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Many children in United States begin their 
school day reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, 
ending with the phrase, “one nation under 

God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
It’s a wonderful ideal, “liberty and justice for all.” 

But reality is harsh. The fact is, my nation—indeed, our 
world—drifts ever farther from that dream. Instead of 
indivisible, we are increasingly fractured, and many 
fingers point to injustice as a leading culprit. 

Racism has dominated the headlines recently, but 
that’s only the tip of the injustice iceberg. Around the 
world injustice rears its ugly head in so many ways, 
among them:
• Employment exploitation, forced labor and slavery.
• Social exclusion.
• Educational exclusion.
• Denial of basic human rights. 
• Religious persecution. 
• Economic discrimination.
• Inequality of opportunity. 
• Unfair taxation.
• Minority marginalization and/or majority 

favoritism.
• And even injustices in, of all places, our  

justice systems!
This abuse of our fellow brothers and sisters inflicts 

lifelong emotional and, sometimes, literal scars. 
Predictably, such suffering fuels bitterness, distrust, 
hatred, retaliation—and the wedges of division are 
driven ever deeper. 

Why does justice elude us? Why haven’t we learned 
to deal fairly and respectfully with one another? 
Why do Plato’s writings about injustice in his society, 
centuries before Christ, still read exactly like our 
world today? And what did Plato conclude? Simply 
that people commit acts of injustice whenever they 
calculate it’s in their best interests to do so. Self-
centeredness, hardwired into our human nature, never 
seems to go away.  

Hundreds of years before Plato, an even wiser 
man, Solomon, observed, “If you see the oppression 
of the poor, and the violent perversion of justice and 
righteousness in a province, do not marvel at the 
matter” (Ecclesiastes 5:8). 

It seems these two wise men resigned themselves 
to a rather fatalistic view of man’s ability to create a 

just and equitable society. Given that another 3,000 
years have passed and we still haven’t figured out 
how to fix self-centeredness, shouldn’t we reasonably 
conclude that human effort will never solve the plague 
of injustice? 

“A change is gonna come”
More than 50 years ago, Sam Cooke recorded “A 
Change Is Gonna Come,” which has become an 
anthem for justice-seeking people around the world. 
“It’s been a long, a long time coming,” he sang, “but I 
know a change gonna come.” 

He was right. A change is coming. Only it’s coming 
in a way few expect, and we’re told why and how in 
a place few consider—an ancient book that offers 
modern guidance.

Long ago, the nation of Israel was morally decaying 
and declining in power. Through the prophet Isaiah, 
God spoke heart to heart with His people, pinpointing 
their problems and pleading with them to employ His 
solutions. Among their greatest troubles was that of 
injustice. Justice, and its absence, is addressed in many 
places in the Bible, but Isaiah focused on it with more 
frequency and detail than anyone. 

His writings are fascinating in that they 
intermingled prophecies that have yet to be fulfilled 
with forewarnings to the Israelites that came to pass 
with their defeat and captivity by the Assyrians in 
722 B.C. In both those past warnings and those future 
prophecies, God clearly shows His contempt for the 
injustices in the world then and now, and His promise 
and plan to make it right. 

If your hope is fading that you’ll ever see justice, 
God, in essence, says, “Don’t despair—I give My word, 
things will change!” Isaiah 9:7 records one of the 
great promises for a future: “Of the increase of His 
government and peace there will be no end, upon the 
throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and 
establish it with judgment and justice from that time 
forward, even forever.”

But how can this be? The only way we’ll see such a 
time is if Christ takes over all the affairs of humanity—
our governments, religious and educational 
institutions, legal systems, etc. But that is indeed the 
core message of the good news—the gospel—of the 
Kingdom of God coming to this earth. Ph
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And God assures us He is passionately dedicated to 
this cause: “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.” He further guarantees in Isaiah 42:4: “He will not 
fail nor be discouraged, till He has established justice 
in the earth.”

That marvelous day lies ahead, but God also has 
some serious words for today! 

The real roots of injustice
The ubiquitous protest slogan we see today is, “No 
Justice, No Peace!” It’s a true statement because justice 
and peace come as a team. If a society, or an individual, 
does not practice the ways of peace, you will inevitably 
have problems with injustice. Conversely, when you 
practice injustice, you will inevitably destroy peace—
peace of mind, peace in families, peace between 
citizens and their governing agencies, peace between 
nations, peace between races. 

But God tells us something most people miss about 
how life works. In the 59th chapter of Isaiah, He says, 
“The way of peace they have not known, and there 
is no justice in their ways.” Why? “They have made 
themselves crooked paths; whoever takes that way 
shall not know peace. Therefore justice is far from us, 
nor does righteousness overtake us” (verses 8-9).

Do you see God’s logic? Unless and until all of us, 
in all of our ways, begin to follow the straight path of 
obeying God, we can’t create a just society! We can’t 
cry out for justice from others in one situation and 
ignore our own unjust behavior in other situations. We 
can’t find our way to justice when our paths—our ways 
of life, thinking and behaving—are crooked! 

Isaiah continues: “Nor does righteousness overtake 
us; we look for light, but there is darkness! For 
brightness, but we walk in blackness! We grope for 
the wall like the blind . . . We all growl like bears, and 
moan sadly like doves; we look for justice, but there is 
none; for salvation, but it is far from us” (verses 9-11).

It clearly pains God to watch His children, many of 
them sincerely and deeply concerned, sad and groping 
for solutions to create a better world, yet blind to the 
obvious—that pursuing His righteousness is the only 
path to justice. Only when every person begins to accept 
personal responsibility for behaving justly—honestly, 
fairly, truthfully, impartially—with God first and then 
each other, can justice begin to settle into society.

Will we do that? Earlier God had warned Israel, 
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who 
are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own 
sight!” (5:20-21). Have we learned from their mistakes, 
or are we today imitating the ancient Israelites?

Going on in chapter 59, verses 12-13, Isaiah confesses 
the spiritual state of the nation: “For our transgressions 
are multiplied before You, and our sins testify against 
us; for our transgressions are with us, and as for 
our iniquities, we know them: in transgressing and 
lying against the Lord, and departing from our God, 
speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and 
uttering from the heart words of falsehood.” 

When a people depart from God and sin against Him, 
the foundations of their personal lives and society begin 
to crack and decay, and collapse is predictable. The fall 
of justice is one of the chief indicators of sin. Isaiah goes 
on to say, “Justice is turned back, and righteousness 
stands afar off; for truth is fallen in the street, and 
equity cannot enter. So truth fails, and he who departs 
from evil makes himself a prey” (verses 14-15). 

The lesson is, before we protest against the symptom 
of injustice, we should first address the many root 
sins that cause it! But God also warns that those who 
“cry aloud, spare not” and who “lift up your voice like 
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a trumpet [and] tell My people their transgression, 
and the house of Jacob their sins” (58:1) will find 
themselves a prey—a target of scorn, ridicule and 
hatred. Isaiah himself, according to tradition, suffered 
a horrific martyr’s death (very likely one of the heroes 
of faith alluded to in Hebrews 11:37).

Why doesn’t God do something?
So where is God in all this? Isaiah continues, “Then the 
Lord saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no 
justice” (59:15). One might logically ask, “If God hates 
injustice so much, then why does He continue to allow it?” 

The simple answer is that the biblical record shows 
most people really don’t want Him to tell them how to 
live. It didn’t take Adam and Eve very long to turn their 
backs on their Creator and choose to follow Satan. The 
vast majority of their descendants followed their same 
path. So, God gave what we demanded. We have not 
chosen well. To add insult to injury, we chose to crucify 
His Son, who was sent to give His life to save ours. 

Does God know injustice? Oh, yes! If anyone has 
endured injustice at the hands of man, it is God and Christ! 

Nevertheless, though God has pulled back from 
interfering in human affairs, He has not abandoned us 
altogether. He’s waiting, for the moment (perhaps to 
let us learn these hard lessons), but at the time of His 
choosing, He will step in.

Continuing, “He saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore His 
own arm brought salvation for Him” (verse 16). The 
word wondered in Hebrew can mean “was appalled.” 

Do you, like God, see that there is no man who can 
solve the problem of injustice? Are you also appalled 
that there is no intercessor who can stem our moral 
and spiritual decline? If so, have you opted to turn 
your heart to seek God, to rest your hopes on His 
promise to bring salvation, to look for Christ to return 
and right the wrongs of this world? It is indeed time 
to fervently pray, as Jesus said, “Your kingdom come” 
(Matthew 6:10) and strive to “seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness” (verse 33)! 

God speed the day of Christ’s return and the fulfillment 
of this prophecy of Isaiah! “Listen to Me, My people; and 
give ear to Me, O My nation: for law will proceed from Me, 
and I will make My justice rest as a light of the peoples. 
My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, 
and My arms will judge the peoples” (Isaiah 51:4-5).

Keep justice, do righteousness
Meanwhile, we cannot individually transform the 
world, but with God’s help, we can change ourselves. 
He tells us in Isaiah 56:1, “Keep justice, and do 
righteousness”—remember, both go hand in hand—“for 
My salvation is about to come, and My righteousness 
to be revealed.” 

A short article like this cannot offer the final word 
on everything the Bible says about justice. But it can 
get to the essence of God’s message: there is hope in 
our future! 

God understands the pain of injustice. He is pained to 
see His children suffering at the hands of their brothers 
and sisters. He is pained by the greatest injustice of all—
that His children rejected Him and killed His only Son, 
sacrificed to give His life for all humanity. 

But He promises that “a change is gonna come!” 
Christ will return, will rule the earth and will teach 
His ways. And among the great changes this world will 
finally see is “ justice for all.”

To learn much more, download our newest booklet, 
The World to Come: What It Will Be Like. It will open 
your eyes to the fantastic future God has in store for 
all humanity!

—Clyde KiloughPh
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Three  
Ways  
the  
World  
Has  
Changed  
Since  
Sept. 11, 2001
The 9/11 terror attacks 
triggered trends that 
continue to transform 
our world 20 years later. 
What are the prophetic 
implications?
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Many people remember exactly where they were 
when news reached them of the attacks on the 
World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. Images 

of two planes flying into the twin towers in New York 
City, and the gaping hole left by a third that penetrated 
the Pentagon, are etched in their memories. 

Also ingrained are images of the smoking hole in the 
Pennsylvania countryside. Passengers of United Airlines 
Flight 93 had charged the cockpit where hijackers 
were steering the plane toward Washington D.C. The 
passengers’ brave acts still evoke memories of pride in 
their courage and deep sadness for their deaths.

These events changed the world in ways that are still 
being felt 20 years later. Here are three ways the world 
has changed since 9/11.

1. Security has become paramount.
In much of the world, security against terrorism 
has become central to government efforts. In the 
United States, terror threats led to the creation of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

The Transportation Security Administration was 
greatly expanded to verify the identification of 
passengers before travel and to screen them and their 
baggage for weapons. Similar security screening is 
now the norm all over the world.

According to Fred Burton, Stratfor vice president 
of intelligence: “Commercial air travel is now safer, 
despite terrorist threats. Spectacular hijackings and 
bombings of commercial aircraft in the 1970s and 
1980s forced the first wave of global counterterrorism 
cooperation. The 9/11 attacks forced another shift 
to more holistic security, explosives-screening 
technology and the international exchange of 
intelligence about threats and passengers aboard 
commercial airlines.”

This quest for security has led to ever more 
intrusive data collection methods, with facial 
recognition software, surveillance cameras and 
monitoring of anything that is being transmitted in 
an electronic format.

Mr. Burton explained how the development of 
biometric technology was driven by the 2001 attacks: 
“9/11 caused that paradigm shift to the point where 
this kind of technology was required . . . When you 
start looking at this from a pure tactical perspective, 
proving who you are, proving identity is critical. 

You’re trying to determine who is that potential 
suicide bomber or top 10 fugitive or an individual who 
could be circumventing a border.” 

Mr. Burton gave the example of the urgency of 
implementing this technology in the face of the 
huge immigration and refugee waves Europe has 
experienced. He asked, “How do you determine that 
that person in front of you is not [part of] Ansar al-
Sharia or al-Shabab?” 

Security concerns have also led to the proliferation 
of drones, both large and small. Mr. Burton said that 
the ability to call up drone surveillance, either for 
a potential target or just for observation to protect 
individuals in a high-threat environment, is “certainly 
one of the key developments since 9/11.” 

2. An era of a new and continuous kind of war 
has come.

In response to the 9/11 attacks, the United States and a 
coalition of allies took on the Taliban in Afghanistan, 
then invaded Iraq. These interventions were not quick 
or predictable. The conflicts have dragged on. Other 
Western nations, such as the United Kingdom and 
France, are also involved in counterterrorism missions 
in North Africa, the Middle East and Asia.

Conflicts have become decentralized and 
disconnected, driven by ideology rather than an 
organized command structure. 

Pulitzer Prize winner Mark Mazzetti writes in his 
book The Way of the Knife, “Much of the new war 
would be waged in dark corners of the world, away 
from declared war zones. It would look nothing like 
the infantry skirmishes of the nineteenth century, 
the trench warfare of the First World War, or the 
tank battles of World War II. The Pentagon needed to 
start sending soldiers into places where—by law and 
tradition—only spies had been allowed to go” (p. 20).

Additionally, places that were previously safe no 
longer seem so with the rise of lone-wolf attacks, often 
guided by political or religious ideology. These kinds 
of assaults are nearly impossible to foresee, and so to 
prevent. There is no end in sight.

3. Social polarization is on the rise.
Reporter Angelo Young explains: “Immediately 
after Sept. 11, 2001, it seemed that Americans had set 
aside their differences and lined up behind the flag, 
galvanized by a common goal . . .Ph
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“But that unity was short lived and traditional 
rivalries, political gridlock, and partisanship re-
emerged. Disagreements on issues such as climate 
change and school vouchers had existed before, of 
course, and the differences sharpened after 9/11. 
Social media has certainly had a compounding 
effect on public debate, but divisive issues around 
immigration policy, perception of Muslims and Islam, 
and America’s relationship with the rest of the world 
seemed to have been influenced by the 2001 attacks.”

Political polarization threatens social cohesion 
within nations but also their reputations and efficacy 
abroad. Rachel Myrick in Foreign Affairs notes, 
“Observing the polarized politics on display in the 
run-up to the 2020 U.S. presidential election, former 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
noted that many European leaders will ‘no longer 
take for granted that they can trust the U.S., even on 
basic things.’

“The fears are valid. Although foreign policy 
has traditionally been insulated from political 
polarization, that is no longer true. On such issues 
as multilateralism, climate change, and terrorism, 
Americans are more divided than ever. The bipartisan 
foreign policy consensus among both voters and 
the politicians they elect is eroding. But even worse, 
polarization has created broader, underappreciated 
consequences for the United States’ ability to enact 
foreign policy in the first place by chipping away at 
a key pillar of its power: its reputation for stability, 
credibility, and reliability.” 

What might these trends portend?
These three changes reflect prophecies in the Bible 
for the time just before the return of Christ. Intrusive 
government surveillance in the name of security may 
well lead to tighter government control in countries 
around the world. The specter of a 1984-style “Big 
Brother” state is less difficult to imagine now than 
prior to 9/11. Fear can lead even free peoples to 
accept autocracy in exchange for safety and order, as 
happened in Italy and Germany in the 1930s. 

The book of Revelation foretells the coming of a 
great politico-military leader called “the beast,” who 
will dominate much of the world. “And authority 
was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose 
names have not been written in the Book of Life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Revelation 13:7-8). 

The acceptance of increasing government 
surveillance is likely a step toward that future. See our 
article “Who Is the Beast?”

People will continue to long for security in an 
increasingly unsafe world. This is also prophesied: 
“But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, 
you have no need that I should write to you. For you 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
comes as a thief in the night. For when they say, ‘Peace 
and safety!’ then sudden destruction comes upon 
them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And 
they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).

The new kind of endless war fits with Jesus’ prophecy 
that before His return, there will be “wars and rumors 
of wars” (Matthew 24:6). All the public knows of some 
ongoing stealth conflicts is through rumor. Many 
truths remain classified. See our article “Signs of the 
End Times.” 

Polarization will ultimately lead to societal 
breakdown prior to the beast taking power. Jesus said, 
“If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot 
stand” (Mark 3:25). 

The United States and other Western nations are 
increasingly divided against themselves over a host 
of issues. As nations turn away from God and trust 
their own will, civil conflict will lead to weakness and 
destruction (see our booklet The United States, Britain 
and the Commonwealth in Prophecy).

Another change to come
The Sept. 11 attacks did change the world, mostly for 
the worse. We can be thankful that another, infinitely 
better change is certain to come. Humanity will reach 
the point where, without divine intervention, no 
people would survive (Matthew 24:22). But God will 
step in and end violence and bloodshed. People will no 
longer be motivated by fear, but will live in confidence 
and peace. 

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

—Joel Meeker

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/who-is-the-beast/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/signs-of-the-end-times/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/signs-of-the-end-times/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
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Things 
Are 

Looking 
Up

Rather, they will be 
soon. Now, everything 
seems to be spiraling 

downward, but the 
Bible promises a better 

world—a world where 
everything will be 

looking up! 
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In the United States the desire for opportunity and 
prosperity for our children has been called “the 
American Dream.” We want a better life for our kids, 

for future generations. But that dream doesn’t look so 
good for our children. 

Some say the American Dream is dying. There is a 
discouragement, a general malaise, and it’s not just 
in America. 

In this world, everything seems to be on a 
downward slide. Trust in government. Economic 
growth. The stability of families. Happiness. And 
especially morality.

The divorce rate has actually declined—but only 
because fewer people are getting married in the first 
place, and those who do are marrying later.

About a third of U.S. children are living in a 
household without married parents. Of these, 21 
percent are with a single mother, while 4 percent are 
with a single dad. And 7 percent of children in the 
U.S. are with cohabiting parents—often both of their 
parents, but without the benefits of marriage.

How many families, of any type, are truly happy 
today? Stress, anger, domestic violence, abuse and so 
many other evils are destroying family life and the 
stability, peace and love family should give—and will 
give after Jesus returns to set up the Kingdom of God.

The edge of the cliff
Today we seem to be on the edge of a cliff in many 
areas of life. Economists talk about the fiscal cliff—
when the bills come due and the economy crashes. 
Society seems to be on the edge of chaos. 

And I recently read a book called The Precipice: 
Existential Risk and the Future of Humanity. The 
author, Toby Ord, is a research fellow in philosophy at 
Oxford University, and his specialty is to study all the 
ways our very existence is threatened. Whether it is 
nuclear war or the artificial intelligence apocalypse, the 
world is looking over the edge into an endless abyss!

The author does believe we humans can turn things 
around, and in the book he shares his optimism 
for a humanistic solution for the sake of his young 
daughter. But reading the news and looking at human 
history, I don’t see evidence that humanity will really 
solve any of the core problems—the causes of all the 
other problems and dangers. These are spiritual 

problems of human selfishness, pride, greed, anger, 
revenge, violence and all the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

Where humanity is concerned, things are headed 
down. There’s every reason for pessimism if your only 
hope is in man. People are downcast. Our downward 
spiral seems unstoppable. 

But God tells us things will soon be looking up! To 
prepare for a world where all the key indicators will be 
looking up, we need to be looking up now. 

Why should we be looking up now?
The Bible tells us where to look for the real solutions to 
all this world’s troubles. Looking up helps us recognize 
our Creator and His limitless power and wisdom.

Isaiah 40:26 says, “Lift up your eyes on high, and 
see who has created these things, who brings out their 
host by number; He calls them all by name, by the 
greatness of His might and the strength of His power; 
not one is missing.”

How many stars are there in the universe? The 
numbers are so big, I can’t wrap my mind around 
them. So let’s just look at how many new stars there are. 
Astronomers tell us new stars are being born every year. 

The University of Calgary website says, “We can 
calculate that there are roughly 150 billion stars born 
per year in the entire Universe. This corresponds to 
about 400 million stars born per day or 4800 stars 
per second!”

That’s a lot of new stars! And God calls them all by 
name! He knows when they form, and He knows how 
and when they die.

Recognizing the mind-boggling creative power and 
majesty of God helps us look up to Him with humility 
and worship.

The wisdom from above
We also need to look up now to learn how to think as 
God thinks and act as God acts. 

James 3:14-16 describes the earthly, sensual and 
demonic wisdom of this world. These thoughts and 
actions lead to all the envy, self-seeking, confusion and 
evil that plague our world. These ways have led to our 
downward spiral. 

But in James 3:17-18, James explains the solution, the 
way of life we need to learn now and that everyone will 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/
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learn after Jesus Christ returns. We need to look up to 
learn the wisdom from above. 

Verse 17 says: “But the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.”

Imagine if all the leaders of the world had these 
characteristics of the wisdom that comes from God! 
That is what God wants for those He is training to 
help transform this world and be part of the reason 
everything in this world will begin looking up.

Verse 18 shows the results: “Now the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who  
make peace.”

This world does not know the way of peace, and so 
it is headed toward the worst time of war in human 
history. But we can learn the way of peace—the wisdom 
from above—now in preparation for helping to usher in 
that time of peace.

“Your redemption draws near”
In His Olivet Prophecy Jesus tells us where to look as 
end-time events unfold, as the Great Tribulation and 
then the heavenly signs occur. After telling about signs 
in the sun and moon and stars, He says men’s hearts will 
be failing from fear. Most people will be focused on the 
troubles and fears and depression they are experiencing, 
but Jesus tells us where we should be looking. 

“Now when these things begin to happen, look up 
and lift up your heads, because your redemption 
draws near” (Luke 21:28, emphasis added throughout).

Finally, after the seven trumpets and the seven last 
plagues, after Satan is bound and Jesus Christ rules, we 
will see what Isaiah described in Isaiah 17:7: 

“In that day a man will look to his Maker, and his 
eyes will have respect for the Holy One of Israel.”

Finally, mankind will be prepared to hear and heed 
the Creator! Finally, Jesus Christ will return, bringing 
the only real solutions to the downward trends in this 
world. Finally, the moral and spiritual downward spiral 
will be stopped, and things will begin looking up!

Visions of a better world
Bible prophecy tells us things will be looking up for 
the whole world soon!

When the Kingdom of God is established over the 
earth and people finally recognize their need to learn 

God’s ways, they will say, “Come, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in 
His paths” (Isaiah 2:3).

Health and healing
God promised in Jeremiah 33:6: “Behold, I will bring it 
health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them 
the abundance of peace and truth.”

This current world is a world of infectious diseases, 
pandemics, cancers, heart disease and every kind of ill 
health, and it will get even worse as we approach the 
end. But when Jesus Christ takes over, He and His team 
will provide healing and provide the instructions and 
the conditions necessary for vibrant health. The health 
of the people will improve. The future prognosis for 
the health of this world is looking up!

It will also be a time of restoration and rebuilding 
and great physical blessings (verse 7).

Spiritual transformation
But even more important will be the spiritual 
transformation: “I will cleanse them from all their 
iniquity by which they have sinned against Me, and I 
will pardon all their iniquities” (verse 8).

The people will repent and be forgiven. Living God’s 
way will have great benefits physically—it will be the 
cause of all the physical improvements. But more 
importantly, their relationship with God and their 
spiritual potential will be looking up!

What Peter told the crowds on Pentecost will also apply 
then: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

Peter also said in Acts 3:19, “Repent therefore and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.”

Peter showed that a time of refreshing and restoration 
will come at Christ’s return, and the most important 
kind of refreshing and restoration is of the spiritual.

“The voice of joy and the voice of 
gladness”
God promises that the streets of Jerusalem, which will 
become desolate at the end of this age, will again ring 
with “the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the 
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voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the 
voice of those who will say: ‘Praise the Lord of hosts, 
for the Lord is good, for His mercy endures forever’” 
(Jeremiah 33:11).

Marriage, family and religious worship will all be 
looking up. The world happiness index will reach 
unprecedented levels!

This won’t be just a temporary happiness that will 
disappear with the next wave of difficulties. God 
promises “everlasting joy” (Isaiah 61:7)!

A perfect government and a New 
Covenant
With the return of Jesus Christ, the promised 
descendant of David who is the Messiah and Savior, 
government will look up (Jeremiah 33:14-15). No more 
corruption, incompetence, gridlock, waste, brutality or 
chaos. True justice will reign. Jesus and those serving 
under Him will teach and promote righteousness.

Along with this perfect government, there will be a 
New Covenant—a new agreement that God makes with 
all who turn to Him:

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people” 
(Jeremiah 31:33).

With forgiveness and the benefit of the Holy Spirit to 
write God’s beneficial laws on our hearts and minds, 
everyone will have a close, personal relationship with our 
loving God. These spiritual blessings are the real reason 
the future is so bright—why things will be looking up soon!

“Great shall be the peace of your children”
God promises those who are afflicted now, “All your 
children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall 
be the peace of your children. In righteousness you 
shall be established; you shall be far from oppression, 
for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not 
come near you” (Isaiah 54:13-14).

Today our world is filled with oppression and terror. 
Our families are under attack. Everything in this 
world seems headed down in a cycle of sin and despair. 

But we can be so thankful for the chance to begin 
looking up now, in preparation for the soon-coming 
time when everything will be looking up!

We can begin to live out that dream today. It’s better 
than the American Dream or any other human dream. 
It is the vision of the wonderful world tomorrow. 
The vision of a bright future for our children and for 
everyone. It’s the vision of an eternal, joyful, loving 
relationship in the family of God!

Keep looking up!
—Mike Bennett Ph
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“Christ, our Passover, was sacrifi ced 
for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).

“They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And He will send 
His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
will gather together His elect” (Matthew 24:30-31).

An angel “laid hold of the dragon, that serpent 
of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years” (Revelation 20:2).

“They lived and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years” (Revelation 20:4).

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 
before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book 
of Life” (Revelation 20:12).

“Let us keep the feast, not with old 
leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:8).

“You shall receive the gi�t of the Holy Spirit  . . . 
The Lord added to the church daily those who 
were being saved” (Acts 2:38, 47).

The seven feasts of the Lord (Leviticus 23:2) continued to be 
important to Jesus Christ, the apostles and the New Testament 
Church. Their meanings summarize God’s plan of salvation.

*The Feast of Trumpets is not mentioned by name in the New Testament, but the 
meaning of the day—trumpets announcing Christ’s second coming—is found in 
several New Testament passages.

Explore the feasts and related holy days of the Bible and their meaning in more 
detail in our online section “Plan of Salvation: How God’s Festivals Reveal His Plan.”
LifeHopeandTruth.com/Learning-Center

Feasts    Bibletheof 

PENTECOST [FEAST OF WEEKS, HARVEST]
Exodus 23:16 
Leviticus 23:15-22 
Deuteronomy 16:9-10 

Acts 2:1-21; 20:16 
1 Corinthians 16:8

 FEAST OF TRUMPETS
Leviticus 23:23-25 
Numbers 29:1 
Neh emiah 8:1-3

Matthew 24:30-31
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
 Revelation  8:6 to 9:21; 
11:15*

FEAST OF TABERNACLES [INGATHERING]
Exodus 23:16 
Leviticus 23:33-43 
Nehemiah 8:14-17

John 7:1-2, 8, 10, 14

DAY OF ATONEMENT
Leviticus 16:15-22, 
29-31; 23:26-32

Acts 27:9 
Hebrews 9:7-28

LAST GREAT DAY [EIGHTH DAY]
Leviticus 23:36 
Neh emiah 8:18 

John 7 to 9

PASSOVER
Exodus 12:1-14
Leviticus 23:5
2 Chronicles 35:1-19

Matthew 26:2,  17-19 
Mark 14:12-16
Luke 2:41-42; 22:1, 7-20

John 2:13, 23; 6:4; 
13:1-30 
1 Corinthians 11:23-29

FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
Exodus 23:15 
Leviticus 23:6-8 
Deuteronomy 16:3-4, 8

Matthew 26:17
Mark 14:12
Luke 2:41-42; 22:1, 7

Acts 20:6   
1 Corinthians 5:6-8

LEARNING CENTER INFOGRAPHIC
Ph

ot
o:

 iS
to

ck
ph

ot
o.

co
m

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/


16 DISCERN September/October 2021

“All hope abandon, ye who enter here.”
The 14th-century Florentine poet Dante Alighieri greeted 

visitors to hell with this infamous phrase in his seminal work 
The Divine Comedy. 

For a medieval poet, Dante Alighieri’s lingering influence is 
remarkable. Dante’s inventive view of the afterlife has shaped and 
shaded the imagination of countless readers, artists, writers and 
theologians ever since. 

Dante’s political interests and activism, which centered on a dispute 
regarding the role of the papacy in civil government, resulted in his 
banishment from Florence. In exile, Dante composed his now famous 
poem The Divine Comedy. It recounts the author’s mythical trek 
through three canticles: Inferno (hell), Purgatory and Paradise (heaven). 

Dante’s  Dante’s  
Un-Un-Divine  Divine  
ComedyComedy
Dante died 700 
years ago, but his 
poetic visions of 
hell and heaven 
live on. How do 
they compare with 
what the Bible 
teaches about life 
after death?
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Inferno
The first, Inferno, included vivid depictions of sinners 
and villains, many of whom were real-life contemporaries 
of Dante, being eternally tortured and punished. This 
cemented a view of hell that continues to impact the 
Western world’s view of life beyond the grave. 

In the poem, Virgil, who served as Dante’s guide 
through Inferno and Purgatory, remarked at the gates 
of hell: 

I, thy guide, 
Will lead thee hence through an eternal space, 
Where thou shalt hear despairing shrieks, and see 
Spirits of old tormented, who invoke 
A second death.
In Dante’s twisted and fanciful view, hell is depicted 

as “an eternal space” where those condemned spend 
eternity in anguish, frustration and violence. This version 
of hell instills a degree of fear and shock to intimidate 
and coerce those who believe. The fantastic imagery and 
churlish behavior of those unfortunates stuck in Dante’s 
Inferno made his descriptions all the more convincing. 

Purgatory and Paradise
Likewise, Dante’s next canticles—Purgatory and 
Paradise—projected further fabled visions. Dante’s 
compelling imagery captured the imagination of 
many and further accentuated an incorrect concept of 
life after death. 

In Purgatory, the dead are presented as not being 
dead at all, but rather living eternally in a desperate 
struggle to reach Paradise. 

In Paradise, once again the dead are found to be 
alive—this time living eternally in a confusing array of 
planets and stellar formations. 

700 years later
Dante himself died 700 years ago, on Sept. 13 or 14, 
1321. Based on his theological viewpoints expressed in 
The Divine Comedy, it can be assumed he expected to 
enter hell, purgatory or heaven after his death. 

What really happened to Dante? 

Dante flames out
The Divine Comedy, part theology, part politics and 
part personal retribution, highlights the perennial 
question of what happens after death. Humans were 

created with a yearning to understand and discern 
something beyond our limited physical existence. 

In fashioning mankind, God “made everything 
beautiful in its time; also he has put eternity into 
man’s mind” (Ecclesiastes 3:11, Revised Standard 
Version). Largely rejecting God’s direction, mankind 
has invented countless myths about eternity. Every 
culture and civilization crafted views of the afterlife in 
an attempt to fulfill the yearning for eternity.

Much of the Christian world accepts the general 
premise that hell or heaven is the final destination 
after death. While generally rejected by Protestants 
and Orthodox Christians, the concept of purgatory 
continues to be espoused by the Catholic Church. 
Other faith traditions have similarly convoluted ideas 
about life after death.

What happened to Dante Alighieri and, by 
extension, everyone else who has died? In considering 
this topic, we should set aside traditional or literary 
depictions of life after death. Instead, we should 
consider what the Bible says on the topic. 

As it happens, Dante Alighieri was buried in hell—
albeit not the inferno imagined by Dante himself. 

What does the Bible say about hell, 
purgatory and heaven?
How does the Bible present hell? It is not the 
vindictive, eternal inferno described by Dante. A 
summary of the Bible’s teaching is found in our online 
article “What Is Hell?” As noted, one of the main words 
translated hell in the Bible is the Greek Hades, which 
essentially refers to the grave. Contrary to Dante’s 
imaginary place of sadistic, eternal punishing, the 
grave is actually a peaceful, silent place. 

Purgatory, portrayed by Dante as a place where the 
not-so-righteous but equally not-so-vile deceased could 
be prepared for entrance to heaven, is not mentioned in 
the Bible. This middle option was crafted from a blend of 
paganism and human philosophy (Britannica). It has no 
legitimate basis in biblical teaching.

What about heaven? Is that the reward for the 
righteous? Jesus plainly stated, “No one has ascended 
to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that 
is, the Son of Man” (John 3:13). A quick review of 
the Bible’s teaching is found in our online article “Is 
Heaven Real? What Is Heaven?” You will see that the Ph
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Bible does not teach that righteous people go to  
heaven at death.

What really happens when we die?
The writer of Ecclesiastes remarked, “For the living 
know that they will die; but the dead know nothing, 
and they have no more reward, for the memory of 
them is forgotten . . . For there is no work or device 
or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are 
going” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10). 

According to the Bible, the dead, both small and great, 
including Dante Alighieri, are in the grave now. There 
is no agony, joy or knowledge in the grave. In writing to 
the faithful Christians in Thessalonica, the apostle Paul 
compared death to sleeping (1 Thessalonians 4:13). 

There is no awareness in the grave. Instead, “all are 
from the dust, and all return to dust” (Ecclesiastes 
3:20). After death, the physical, mortal body decays 
and returns to dust. For more insight into the Bible’s 
teaching on this topic, download our free booklet The 
Last Enemy: What Really Happens After Death? 

But is going to sleep and returning to dust all there 
is? While the grave is the destination for our physical 
life, is there anything more? Why would God put 
eternity into man’s mind if there were no hope beyond 
a limited, brief physical existence? Was that just an act 
of divine comedy? Is there no hope for those who die?

A much greater plan
God has something greater in mind for mankind than 
just a few years of physical existence. 

God reveals His plan for the human family in 
His annual festivals (Leviticus 23). God’s holy days 
provide the framework of God’s purpose for you. That 
purpose and plan includes understanding the real 
future beyond the grave. For an in-depth explanation, 
download our booklet From Holidays to Holy Days: 
God’s Plan for You.

Consider the next festival this year—the Feast of 
Trumpets. This festival looks forward to the second 
coming of Jesus Christ, when “the kingdoms of this world 
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Revelation 11:15).

At Christ’s return to earth, the faithful saints will 
be raised from the grave. The apostle Paul provided 
clarity: “We who are alive and remain until the coming 

of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-16). 

Paul affirmed that those righteous saints who are 
asleep—who died in the faith—will be resurrected at 
Christ’s return. 

This is repeated in 1 Corinthians, where Paul explains 
that those “who are Christ’s at His coming” will be 
raised from the grave to a spirit life (1 Corinthians 
15:22-23). Paul elaborates, “We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed” (verses 51-52). This resurrected life will be 
incorruptible, eternal and spirit.

What a joyous understanding! Paul encourages 
Christians to “comfort one another with these words” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:18). 

God’s plan includes offering eternal life to every 
member of the human family. This includes those who 
lived, died and returned to dust without developing a 
relationship with God. 

The last festival in God’s annual cycle, often referred 
to as the Last Great Day, portends a second resurrection. 
This resurrection to a physical life will provide the rest 
of “the dead, small and great” the opportunity to learn 
about God, repent and choose the path to eternal life 
(Revelation 20:11-13). For more information on this 
amazing part of God’s plan, see our online article “The 
Last Great Day: The Final Harvest.”

Embrace God’s plan
God’s plan is much grander and more inspiring than 
Dante Alighieri’s quest in The Divine Comedy. Dante 
and many others who have returned to dust will have 
the opportunity to come to know God’s plan when 
they’re resurrected to physical life. 

What about you? God’s annual festivals highlight 
what He is bringing about for humanity today. Faithful 
Christians around the world celebrate these annual 
festivals each year. If you’re interested in God’s plan, 
you can begin keeping those festivals now. After all, 
eternity awaits!

—Jason Hyde Ph
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“I Am  
the Way,  
the Truth, 
and  
the Life”

What did Jesus mean 
when He uttered this 
well-known phrase 
recorded in John 14:6? 
What is its significance 
for us today?
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The Bible records many of the sayings of Jesus, and 
His statement “I am the way, the truth, and the life” 
is one that is controversial. As one of His seven “I 

am” statements, the implications of this pronouncement 
have special significance for all humanity.

The setting for “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life”
The last year of Jesus’ earthly ministry was a time of 
great stress for His disciples. 

As His final Passover approached, Jesus learned 
that His friend Lazarus had died. Lazarus lived 
in Bethany, which was located about 2 miles from 
Jerusalem. Intending to raise His friend from the 
dead and to observe the Passover with His disciples in 
Jerusalem, Jesus told His disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again” (John 11:7).

The serious danger they would be in by returning 
to Judea was clearly understood by Jesus’ disciples. 
Thomas “said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, 
that we may die with Him’” (verse 16). 

On the way, Jesus gave the disciples more explicit 
information about what lay ahead (Matthew 20:17-
19). After observing His final Passover, Jesus again 
reminded them that His death was imminent and that 
He would soon be leaving them (John 13:31-33).

Peter wanted to know why he couldn’t follow Jesus at 
this time. Echoing Thomas’ previous comment, Peter 
rashly said that he was ready to lay down his life for 
Christ (verse 37). But Jesus told Peter that he would 
soon deny Him three times (verse 38). 

At this point, the disciples were “completely 
bewildered and discouraged. Jesus had said He was 
going away (John 7:34; 8:21; 12:8, 35; 13:33), that He 
would die (12:32-33), that one of the Twelve was a 
traitor (13:21), that Peter would disown Him three 
times (13:38), that Satan was at work against all of 
them (Luke 22:31-32), and that all the disciples would 
fall away (Matt. 26:31). The cumulative weight of 
these revelations must have greatly depressed them” 
(John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, editors, The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary, comments on John 14:1-14).

“Let not your heart be troubled”
Perceiving how worried His disciples were, Jesus 
admonished them: “Let not your heart be troubled . . . 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself . . . And where I go you know, 
and the way you know” (John 14:1, 3, 4). 

Thomas, the disciple with a questioning and 
somewhat pessimistic personality (John 20:24-25), 
now forthrightly expressed his and the other disciples’ 
anxiety and lack of understanding: “Lord, we do not 
know where You are going, and how can we know the 
way?” (John 14:5). 

This was the setting and question that prompted Jesus 
to respond, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (verse 6). 

Jesus’ response provided the assurance His disciples 
needed, and it encapsulates answers to life’s most 
important questions today. His words speak to the 
path every human must take to achieve his or her 
amazing potential and purpose for life.  

Jesus was not simply saying that He had knowledge 
that could make life meaningful. A more complete 
way to understand Jesus’ words is to recognize that He 
was saying that He alone could provide the guidance 
every human needs.

Today people want to be free to plot their own way, 
to decide upon their own truth and to ascertain their 
own purpose for life. 

So Jesus’ statement that He is the only answer to these 
important issues is controversial. Since only 31 percent 
of earth’s population claims to be Christian, some 
believe Christ’s words are hate speech toward others. 

But Jesus truly is God. And as the One through 
whom God created all things, He has the perspective 
and authority to make such a statement (John 20:28; 
Colossians 1:15-16). 

We also need to keep in mind that God loves all 
people and that His plan includes giving every human 
the opportunity to know Him and understand His 
ways (2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 20:5). For some, their 
opportunity will be in this life. For many, it will 
be in a life yet to come. To learn more about God’s 
amazing and little-understood plan of salvation for all 
mankind, see “The Festivals Jesus Celebrated.”

Let’s focus on the significance of His statement 
phrase by phrase.

“I am the way”
In saying “I am the way,” Jesus was repeating His 
teaching about how humans should live. He said this 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/biblical-festivals/festivals-jesus-celebrated/
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was “the way which leads to life” (Matthew 7:14). He 
further explained that this was a “difficult” way and 
that “there are few who find it.”

Jesus set an example for us by the way He lived. 
He kept all of God’s commandments (including the 
command to keep the seventh-day Sabbath), and He 
observed the biblical holy days. Jesus’ disciples lived 
the same way and taught others that living the way 
Jesus did was an important part of true Christianity.

Peter wrote that we should follow in Jesus’ steps (1 
Peter 2:21). Paul taught people to imitate him as he 
imitated Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1). And John noted 
that people who say they are Christians ought “also to 
walk just as He [Jesus] walked” (1 John 2:6).

This way of life was such an identifying factor that 
first-century Christians were spoken of as followers of 
“the Way” (Acts 19:23; 24:14). 

“I am . . . the truth”
Truth has been hotly debated for a long time. Today 
it is popular to believe that each person or culture 
determines his or its own truth. Acceptance of 
multiculturalism—the belief that all values and beliefs 
are equally valid—is based on this premise. But Jesus 
forcefully countered this mistaken idea.

While being judged by Pilate, Jesus said, “You say 
rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and 
for this cause I have come into the world, that I should 
bear witness of the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 
hears My voice” (John 18:37). 

Pilate’s response was predictable. “What is truth?” 
he exclaimed. 

Unlike mankind’s vague and often-changing values, 
Jesus said He was a witness of the truth, not a truth 
that was variable. Explaining Jesus’ origin, John wrote 
that when “the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us,” He was “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Jesus came to bear witness of “the truth”—an 
unchanging, absolute explanation of the way people 
should live and the values they should hold.   

“I am . . . the life”
The enjoyment of life and the will to survive seems 
to be hardwired into us humans. And we don’t like to 
think of it coming to an end. Ideally, we would like 
to enjoy happy, healthy lives forever. Musing on this 

human desire, Solomon said that God “has put eternity 
in their hearts” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

How to receive eternal life was a question on people’s 
minds in Jesus’ day (Matthew 19:16; Luke 10:25). And 
eternal life was an issue Jesus often addressed.

Speaking of Himself in the third person, Jesus said 
to Nicodemus, “Whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:15). Jesus 
explained, “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life” (verse 16). 

As human beings, our temporary life is provided 
and sustained by God. But one of the amazing things 
about Jesus is that He, as God, actually has life within 
Himself. As John noted, “In Him was life,” and it 
was the Father who “granted the Son to have life in 
Himself ” (John 1:4; 5:26). 

This eternal life that Jesus possesses is something 
that He desires to give to us. As He told Martha, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). 

It is through Jesus that we humans can receive 
eternal life. There is no other way for people to 
receive this astounding gift. As Peter told the Jewish 
authorities, there is no salvation through any other 
person, “for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Summary of “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life”
After saying, “I am the way, the truth, and the life,” 
Jesus added: “No one comes to the Father except 
through Me” (John 14:6). It is thus only through Jesus 
that we can have a relationship with the Father.  

Jesus is the One who has taught us the way to live 
our lives. Through Him we learn what absolute truth 
is. And if we believe in Him, we will obey Him, and we 
can receive eternal life.

John summarizes these concepts as follows: “And we 
know that the Son of God has come and has given us 
an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; 
and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal life” (1 John 5:20). 

Yes, Jesus’ words are controversial. But they are sage 
advice that we would all do well to heed.  

—David Treybig
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generous. He points out some of the people to whom we 
need to be especially generous. He explains the attitude 
we need to have. And then He provides everything we 
need to be able to give to others—everything!

Why does He do that? And why does He say in 2 
Corinthians 9:7 to do it cheerfully? 

God as our Father wants us to learn the fine art 
of giving and to become good at it. But He does not 
want us to give just because we are required to. He 
wants us to be delighted about giving—to give with a 
willing heart.

Every good and perfect gift
What are the steps involved in being a good giver? 
Interestingly, it starts by being a good receiver. 

The Art  The Art  
of Givingof Giving

God gives every 
good and 

perfect gift, 
and He 
wants us 
to be like 
Him and to 
learn the 

art of giving 
from the 

heart. God loves 
a cheerful giver! 

When my children were young, they would 
bring something home from school for 
Mother’s Day every year. It would be cute and 

creative and usually had their picture or handprint on 
it. Skill level and perfection were not required! 

In order for this to happen, the teachers would 
remind the students that Mother’s Day was coming 
and would provide materials to make a gift and then 
assist in its creation. The children would go home 
with the treasure, shining with love and filled with 
excitement over having something to give. 

God is generous
God does the same things for us that the teachers did 
for my children. He reminds us that we need to be 
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All of the wonderful things that we have are actually 
gifts from God. He created all things. And He gives us 
everything we have—every breath, every bite, every 
opportunity, every ability and even the chance for 
salvation and eternal life. 

Every good and perfect gift comes from God 
(James 1:17).

There is a humbling that happens when we 
acknowledge that what we have is not by our  
might or power. We do not have what we have 
because of our greatness, but because of His! And  
He gives us what He does to help us be generous  
(2 Corinthians 9:11). 

And being a good receiver means we need to be 
actively thankful. Gratitude puts the credit for the 
blessings in the right place. It is pleasing to God, just as 
it is to us, when someone offers heartfelt thanks for a 
gift or a kindness. 

Talk to God about your blessings and how much 
you appreciate them. Thank God for the people that 
He uses to give you blessings. Ask Him to help you use 
your blessings in a way that is pleasing to Him. Ask 
Him to help you be generous.

Learning how to give
Paul said, “So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart” (2 Corinthians 9:7). To be a giver, we need to 
make it a goal and mission in our lives. We have to 
purpose in our hearts to be givers! 

Being generous is not an event; it is a way of life. It 
is always being mindful of other people and what we 
can do to make their lives better. Givers do more than 
just give physical things to other people. They share 
time, kindness, a listening ear, a helping hand and 
sometimes physical possessions. 

And the cheerful part? When we walk through all 
the steps, sharing what we have becomes a delightful 
outgrowth of the process. Being a cheerful giver 
means reflecting God’s attitude of love and generosity 
toward others. 

Giving wisely
So, how do I apply these principles in my world? Does 
this mean that tomorrow I need to go down to the local 
food bank and happily write a check that would empty 
out our family savings? Or do I need to find someone 
asking for a handout on the street corner and give him 
my car? Obviously not. 

We find that we must first provide for our families 
(1 Timothy 5:8), then church members, then others 
“as we have opportunity” (Galatians 6:10). 

So where is the balance? 

Pure and undefiled religion
Pure and undefiled religion is described in James 1:27 
as visiting the orphans and widows in their affliction. 
This sounds like a good place to start. 

How many widows do you know? How many 
children in single-parent families are you aware of? 
How many of them do you reach out to regularly to 
offer encouragement, time or a helping hand? Many 
times, a phone call can make someone’s day or week. 
And sometimes a phone call or a visit gives you a big, 
flashing arrow showing you a way that you can help 
with something others cannot do on their own. 

What about giving within your family? Do you 
give your children enough time, affection and 
encouragement? What about your spouse, your parents 
or your siblings? In this fast-paced world, family is 
often taken for granted. We should be mindful of and 
prioritize the needs of our family and cheerfully give 
them the attention, time and help they need.

We are told to care for the poor (Proverbs 19:17) and 
help the weak (Acts 20:35). Sometimes I know who the 
truly poor are, and sometimes I don’t. Sometimes I 
know the guy asking for a handout outside the grocery 
store is not among the truly poor. 

Stop and take a look around—at work, at church, at 
school. It is not hard to find people in real need of a little 
help. And it doesn’t always have to be money. Share a 
ride, share your garden produce, pass along clothes your 
kids have outgrown, have someone over for dinner. 

Honestly, it is not hard to find a way to be generous. 
The hard part—the character part—is going ahead and 
doing what we can cheerfully and wisely.

God loves a cheerful giver
Our children are all grown, but I still have some of 
the gifts they made and gave to me. I remember how 
delighted they were to give them. Like my children’s 
teachers, God enables us to give to others, and He 
delights in seeing us learning to be generous. 

Giving is a way of life—a mind-set, a mission. God is 
generous, and He loves to see us become cheerful givers!

For more, see our online article “Christian Giving.”
—Mary ClarkPh
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CHRISTIANITY
I N  P R O G R E S S

What Should Christians Do 
About Injustice?

This world is broken.
More to the point: this world is broken and 

cannot be fixed until Jesus Christ returns 
to establish the Kingdom of God. This is a central 
teaching of the Bible.

The human race has spent countless generations 
ignoring or outright rebelling against the 
commandments of God—divine instructions that show 
us the difference between right and wrong, good and 
evil. Now, our world is drowning in the consequences—
and not for the first time. When Isaiah looked at the 
nation of Israel thousands of years ago, he said:

“Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
brood of evildoers, children who are corrupters! They 
have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked to anger 
the Holy One of Israel, they have turned away backward. 

“Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt 
more and more. The whole head is sick, and the whole 
heart faints. From the sole of the foot even to the head, 
there is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises 
and putrefying sores” (Isaiah 1:4-6).

The head is sick. The heart faints. Not even the 
people of God can legislate or physically enforce the 
kind of changes this world really needs:

A change of heart. Repentance (see “What Is 
Repentance?”). A permanent end to the influence of 
Satan the devil. An understanding and embracing 
of the spiritual principles necessary for true peace, 
justice and prosperity. 

Those changes are coming. The human race will see 
the spiritual truths that are hidden from its eyes.

But not yet. That comes later. 

Two approaches to injustice
So what’s a Christian supposed to do?

We’re here, living in a world that Jesus wants us to 
be in but not “of ” (John 17:16-18). We are citizens of 
a faraway Kingdom (Philippians 3:20), strangers and 
pilgrims waiting for a city whose builder and maker is 
God (Hebrews 11:10, 13-16).

What are we supposed to do when we encounter 
injustice?

There are two obvious approaches we can be 
tempted to take.

The first is to get involved. To join a movement and 
campaign for change, knowing that we’re working 
within a broken system built on values that are 
incompatible with God’s way of life, hoping that 

The world is full of injustice, and Christians have a wide range 
of thoughts on how to deal with it. How does God say we should 
approach injustice?

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/what-is-repentance/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/what-is-repentance/
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we can bring about a net positive outcome without 
compromising too many of our own Christian beliefs.

The second is to keep our distance and watch it all 
burn. Knowing what we know—that we can’t fix the 
world around us, that things are destined to get worse 
before they get better—it can be tempting to absolve 
ourselves of responsibility. Things are bad. What of it? 
We can’t change it. 

The Bible tells us to help others
Can you spot the problem with those two approaches? 

They’re two ditches. They present a false dichotomy—
either we roll up our sleeves and get in the trenches to 
make this world a better place, or we wash our hands 
of it and watch dispassionately while it all falls apart.

But those aren’t our only options. The approach God 
wants us to take lies in between those two extremes.

We can hardly pretend that the Bible is a book about 
ignoring the suffering of others. The entire parable 
of the Good Samaritan—where a wounded man is 
ignored by his countrymen and rescued by a societal 
outcast (Luke 10:25-37)—expounds on the command 
to “love your neighbor as yourself ” (Leviticus 19:18) by 
reminding us that we’re all neighbors. 

John urged us to “not love in word or in tongue, but 
in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18). 

Asaph the psalmist wrote that God is looking for 
those who will “defend the poor and fatherless; do 
justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor 
and needy; free them from the hand of the wicked” 
(Psalm 82:3-4). Isaiah echoed, “Seek justice, rebuke 
the oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the 
widow” (Isaiah 1:17).

Paul admonished, “As we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all, especially to those who are of the household 
of faith” (Galatians 6:10, emphasis added throughout).

There’s no getting around it: a Christian who is 
content to turn a blind eye to the injustices suffered 
by others is missing the point of what it means to be  
a Christian.

The Bible tells us we can’t fix the world
But there’s no getting around this, either: a Christian 
who is looking to reform the institutions of this world 
by bringing them into harmony with the laws of God is 
also missing the point of what it means to be a Christian.

“Friendship with the world is enmity with God” 
(James 4:4), wrote James. “For all that is in the world—the Ph
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lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life—is not of the Father but is of the world” (1 John 2:16), 
wrote John. “The carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be” 
(Romans 8:7), wrote Paul.

Trying to reform “this present evil age” (Galatians 
1:4) ignores the simple truth that Jesus shared with 
Pilate: “My kingdom is not of this world. If My 
kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight 
. . . but now My kingdom is not from here” (John 18:36).

God’s laws cannot be integrated into this world, 
because they are at odds with this world. “Mostly right” 
is still wrong. Either we live by “every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4), or none of it will 
work the way it’s supposed to. And until the Kingdom 
of God is established on the earth, attempting to bring 
about that kind of change is an exercise in futility.

Which leads us back to: What should Christians do 
about injustice?

Learning from the Good Samaritan
And the answer, the balance between the two 
extremes, is this:

What we can, where we can.
No, you can’t fix the broken systems of the world. 

You can’t selectively patch those systems with godly 
principles. You can’t back a politician or a movement 
that can produce the change we need.

But you can do good to “those to whom it is due” 
(Proverbs 3:27). You can “open your mouth for the 
speechless . . . judge righteously, and plead the cause of 
the poor and needy” (Proverbs 31:8-9). 

When we see injustice that we can personally do 
something about—when others around us are on the 
receiving end of racism and other forms of prejudice—
whenever they are mistreated, mocked, insulted, 
abused or trampled by those who are bigger and 
stronger than they are—we should step in and help 
where we can (or perhaps contact the authorities when 
it would be unsafe).

If we want a practical example of what this looks like 
in action, the parable of the Good Samaritan is a great 
place to start. The hero of the story didn’t help by trying 
to reform the Roman justice system or campaign for 
societal change. He just stepped in and did what even 
the wounded man’s own countrymen wouldn’t: 

“When he saw him, he had compassion. So he went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when 
he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will 
repay you’” (Luke 10:33-35).

He helped. He didn’t try to fix the engine of 
injustice—but he did help one of the victims.

Jesus ended that parable with the command that we 
should “go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37).

What to do while we wait
Our intervention won’t change the world. It might 
not even change the immediate situation. But as 
Christians, we are citizens of a Kingdom that will one 
day change the world. 

Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). 
But He also taught us to conduct ourselves as members 
of that Kingdom.

Prayer is important, but God expects action as well.
“You are the light of the world,” Jesus told His 

disciples. “Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16).

What should Christians do about injustice?
The answer is not joining a movement or backing a 

political candidate. Amos said that when a society has 
shrugged off God’s law, “he who is prudent will keep 
silent in such a time, for it is an evil time” (Amos 5:13, 
English Standard Version). Our words and actions 
cannot pull this world back from the brink.

But they can make a difference in our interactions 
with others.

We should commit ourselves to doing the good 
works that make the glory of our Father in heaven 
impossible to ignore, doing good to all as we have 
opportunity, rebuking the oppressors, defending the 
fatherless and pleading for the widows.

It’s true: the world is broken, and we can’t fix it.
But while we wait for the Kingdom that can fix it, 

we should do what we can to make things a little less 
broken for those around us.

—Jeremy Lallier
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Technically, they’re dogs and they yip. But what 
they say is less fascinating than what they might 
see—or hear, for that matter.
God designed the foxes’ ears to be extremely 
sensitive—they can hear a watch ticking up to 
40 yards away. And their hearing is fine-tuned 
to pick up the exact frequencies of gnawing 
noises and rustling sounds prey can make while 
moving. Foxes can swivel each ear independently 
up to 150 degrees so they can pinpoint the exact 
location of sounds.
Coupled with that sensitive hearing is a unique 
way of seeing the world. Scientists have found 
that foxes can detect magnetic north, seeing it 

as a shadowy ring. They use the magnetic field 
as a kind of range finder—a powerful advantage 
while hunting. When they align this ring with the 
rustling sound of a mouse or vole that’s hidden in 
long grass, or even beneath a foot of snow, foxes 
successfully pounce to catch their unseen prey 
more than 70 percent of the time.
The fox’s remarkable hearing works together with 
its unique vision to make it a true wonder of God’s 
creation.

Pictured: red fox (Vulpes vulpes)

Photo by James Capo

Text by James Capo and Jeremy Lallier

What Does the Fox Say?



28 DISCERN September/October 2021

Ever since Discern magazine began back in 
January 2014, I’ve had the privilege of writing 
the “Christ Versus Christianity” column that 

appeared in nearly every issue—45 to be exact! 
The column’s title was designed to be challenging 

and provocative—after all, how could Christ be against 
the very religion that bears His name? Isn’t that an 
oxymoron? 

If you followed the series for the past seven years, 
I hope you saw the substance behind the somewhat 
radical title. The religion that claims Christ’s name 
actually contradicts many of the things He taught. 

In our first article, we based the premise of the series 
on one scripture: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). 

So according to Jesus, people can confess He is the 
Lord but not really be Christians because they don’t 
obey His will. Christ not only warned about false 
Christianity, but also directly predicted it would come 
(verse 15). He told us that some would claim to worship 
Him, but would teach something quite different 
(Matthew 15:9). Do their teachings reflect or contradict 
His teachings? 

So we did just that. We examined commonly held 
beliefs of different denominations of mainstream 
Christianity and compared them to Christ’s own 
words and the rest of the Bible. 

We saw that many doctrines commonly taught 
today blatantly, or subtly, contradict Christ’s words. 
Teachings like the rapture, the customs of Christmas 
and Easter, and the idea that all one has to do is 

In this article, we introduce our newest column, 
“Walk as He Walked.” What is this new column 
all about, and why is it important for you? 

Walk as He Walked

Walk as He
Walked
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“accept Jesus” to be saved. Misguided ideas about 
hell, the gospel, what Jesus looked like, what it means 
to be saved and many more. If you missed any of 
these articles, you can explore them by visiting 
lifehopeandtruth.com/discern/cvc. 

Introducing our newest column
But after seven years of “Christ Versus Christianity,” 
we’ve decided to move on to a different approach. 
We’ve spent seven years examining many of the 
counterfeits. The natural follow-up is to transition to a 
more intense focus on the genuine article. 

And there’s no better way to learn about true 
Christianity than through the life and teachings of the 
Christ Himself. 

His life and teachings modeled what true 
Christianity is. After seven years of focusing on what 
Christ didn’t do and teach, we will now focus on what 
He actually did do and teach. As we do that, we’ll 
undoubtedly uncover more common misconceptions 
about Him. 

So with this issue, we begin our newest regular 
column, “Walk as He Walked.” 

Why “Walk as He Walked”? 
The new series is inspired by the apostle John’s 
inspired words recorded in 1 John 2:6: “He who says 
he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked” (emphasis added throughout). 

Those words—walk just as He walked—encapsulate 
Christianity in its most basic and pure form. In order 
to live and practice genuine Christianity, we must 
learn from the example of the One whose life defines 
it, Jesus Christ. That means His example and teachings 
must be the foundation on which we build our life 
(Matthew 7:24). We should think of His life and words 
as the ultimate template for us to follow. 

John was not the only one to write about the 
importance of learning from and following  
Christ’s example. 

The apostle Peter was a man who literally walked 
hundreds of miles with Christ on the dusty roads of 
the Holy Land. Like John, he had the opportunity to 
spend more than three years with Jesus Christ—giving 
him a front row seat to see how Jesus lived day in 
and day out. He watched Him in all situations—in 

times of stress, times of leisure, and both formal and 
casual situations. He had been both corrected and 
commended by the Man. No doubt those years spent 
with God in the flesh had an indelible impact on his 
life and shaped the man and leader he became.

In 1 Peter 2:21-22, Peter also underscored the 
importance of walking as Jesus walked: “For to this you 
were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that you should follow His steps: who 
committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.” 

Here Peter adds three more areas where Jesus set a 
perfect example—in how He endured suffering, how 
He resisted sin and how He used His words. Each of 
these areas of life are just as relevant today as they 
were then. 

The apostle Paul also lived and taught the same 
principle. In 1 Corinthians 11:1, he instructed his 
readers to “imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” 

Paul was a man who “walked the walk.” He strove to 
walk in the steps of his Savior and could confidently 
urge his readers to follow his example in order to do 
the same. Throughout his writings, Paul would often 
point to Christ’s example and urge his readers to follow 
it (Romans 15:3; Ephesians 5:1-2; Philippians 2:5). 

The principle of following Christ’s steps even goes 
all the way back to the Old Testament. In a prophecy 
about the future work of the Messiah, we read: 
“Righteousness will go before Him, and shall make His 
footsteps our pathway” (Psalm 85:13). Christ’s life of 
righteousness did go before Him. We must study that 
life in order to “make His footsteps our pathway.” 

“Learn from Me”
Jesus Himself also taught the importance of this in 
Matthew 11:29: “Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.” We study His life to learn 
from Him. As He pointed out here, two of the lessons 
we can learn from His example are gentleness and 
humility. We will undoubtedly circle back to these 
lessons in this series. 

In one of His most direct and famous statements, 
Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 

Could there be anything our world needs more than 
instruction on how to follow Christ’s example—the 
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way, the truth and the life—in all areas of life? This 
series will strive to clearly highlight His example and 
how it can be applied to life in today’s world. 

How can we know how He walked? 
As we have seen, there are many false portrayals of 
Jesus Christ in our world today.

Thankfully, the Bible tells us a lot about how He 
lived His life. We have four Gospels, which are four 
distinct accounts of Christ’s life, written by four 
different men. Two of those men, Matthew and John, 
were eyewitnesses who spent hundreds upon hundreds 
of hours with the Man Himself. Mark was likely an 
eyewitness of at least some events, but it seems he and 
Luke primarily wrote their accounts by interviewing 
other eyewitnesses. 

These four accounts provide not only four different 
perspectives and angles from which to study Christ’s 
example, but also four reliable witnesses that testify 
to what He taught and how He lived. When we study 
the Gospels, we focus on both His words and His 
deeds as described by those who were there and saw 
His example. 

We’ll strive to put a clear spotlight on the real Jesus 
Christ to help you discern the difference between 
Him and the many false depictions of Him that 
are out there. Paul warned about people preaching 
“another Jesus” (2 Corinthians 11:4). The best way 
to discern the difference is to closely study and 
understand the life of the genuine Jesus Christ from 
the pages of your Bible. 

In each article, we’ll focus on a specific episode 
in Christ’s life and carefully examine it for what it 
teaches us about Him and how we can follow His 
example today. Though we’ll base these articles on 
the Gospel accounts, we’ll also look at other passages 
in God’s Word that add depth and detail to Christ’s 
living example. 

It is our hope and prayer that this new series of 
articles will provide practical insights that will help 
you better follow the example of Jesus Christ in your 
daily life. 

In other words, may you walk as He walked. 
To learn more about the four records of Christ’s life 

in the New Testament, read our article on the Gospels.
 —Erik Jones
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It is the most contested region in the world, a land 
called holy by three of the world’s great religions. 
I have worked and toured in Israel several times, 

each more enriching than the last. There is no end of 
fascinating things to learn while walking where the 
patriarchs lived and where Jesus taught. Here is where 
Abraham offered Isaac. There is where Jesus raised 
Lazarus from the dead!

Today it is a land too often soaked in blood. Some 
Arab neighbors feel such antipathy toward the modern 
state that they refuse to pronounce the word Israel. 
They refer, rather, to the West Bank. But God called it 
something more evocative.

“Flowing with milk and honey”
As He prepared to free the Israelites from Egyptian 
slavery, God told Moses He was about to keep part of a 
promise made to Abraham hundreds of years earlier: 
“I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to 
a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites 
and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites 
and the Jebusites” (Exodus 3:8). 

It was a spacious land, a territory previously 
occupied by six nations (10 nations in the list of 
Genesis 15:19-21).

The description of a land flowing “with milk 
and honey” is repeated more than 20 times in the 
Scriptures. The milk would come from flocks of sheep 
and goats. Honey would be not only the sweet product 
of bees, but also grape juice and the drippings of fig 
and date trees.

But there was a proviso. For the land to be fertile, 
rains needed to fall in their seasons. Unlike Egypt 
with its constant Nile, or Mesopotamia with its ever-
flowing rivers, Israel has few natural sources of water: 
the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, a few springs here 
and there. 

Without rain, the flow of milk and honey slowed  
or stopped.

“Rain in its season”
God linked rain to obedience: “If you walk in My 
statutes and keep My commandments, and perform 

them, then I will give you rain in its season, the land 
shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall 
yield their fruit” (Leviticus 26:3-4). 

If they disobeyed, however, “I will make your 
heavens like iron and your earth like bronze” (verse 
19). The 19th-century Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch 
commented, “It is a land that makes it necessary for its 
inhabitants to be good.”

People throughout history have wanted to avoid 
consequences for their actions, or at least their evil 
behavior. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” demanded Cain, 
after he murdered his brother, which was to say, “Go 
away, leave me alone! I accept no responsibility!”

But God will not allow it. Everyone must eventually 
learn that there is a right way—and wrong ways—to live. 
There are consequences, good and bad, for our actions. 
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever 
a man sows, that he will also reap” (Galatians 6:7). 

Milk and honey, or iron and bronze? 
Our choice.

Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

A Land Flowing With Milk and Honey

Ph
ot

os
: L

ig
ht

st
oc

k.
co

m
; J

oe
l M

ee
ke

r

https://twitter.com/JoelMeeker


Download your free booklet
from the

 Learning Center on LifeHopeandTruth.com

But what will
the world 
be like?

Jesus Christ  will return and 
reign  on earth. 
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