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“I want all of you to stand up, close your eyes, and 
point to the direction that you think is due 
north,” the speaker said. Several hundred rose, 

oriented themselves and, after blindly aiming their 
fingers, opened their eyes.

The participants immediately burst out laughing 
as they surveyed the scene. People were pointing 
in every conceivable direction, including straight 
up! Everyone had an opinion, but only when the 
speaker produced a compass did the audience 
really know which direction was north. His “point 
north” exercise served to powerfully illustrate the 
real lesson he wanted to impress upon us: unless 
we have a compass to give us direction, we just 
wander through life heading in all sorts of random 
directions. 

Stephen Covey, most famously known for his 
book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, was 
the speaker in that seminar. Covey always tried to 
motivate his listeners to find success by defining 
and following their own sense of meaning and 
purpose, while sticking to the highest principles 
of integrity and morality. He often talked about 
developing a personal mission statement and 
learning the essential life skills that so many people 
seem to be missing. 

Even when God is holding the 
compass
Since seeing his seminar many years ago, I have 
often thought about that audience-participation 
exercise. It instantly came to mind again when I read 
the lead article in this issue, “A World Adrift With 
No Moral Compass.”

With regard to knowing the right way to go 
morally, the world is simply a big room of people 
blindly pointing every direction. Except this is the 
real world, not a seminar, and we don’t laugh about 
it because the consequences are painful. Neither do 
most of us sit back down, listen and learn, because 
we’re already pretty self-assured about our own ideas 
of morality. Plus, most of us are skeptical of anyone 
who says, “I have the compass; this is the way to go,” 
because (let’s admit it) we usually don’t like to be 
told what to do. 

And history shows, even when God is the One 
holding the compass, we want to decide for ourselves.

Absolutely certain, and absolutely 
wrong
I was once deer hunting and crossed paths with the 
teenage son of one of my friends. We chatted for a 
few minutes about our lack of success that morning 
and decided it was time to go to the truck for some 
lunch. We picked up our gear and took off, he in one 
direction and I in another.

“Where are you going?” I asked. 
“To the truck,” he said. 
“The truck is this way.” 
“No it isn’t, it’s this way.”
We debated for a couple of minutes until he 

grudgingly conceded to follow me. When the truck 
eventually came into view, he stopped, surprised, 
and admitted, “I was sure that you were wrong. I just 
knew it was the other direction!” 

“Had you gone the way you were heading,” I told 
him, “you probably would have gotten hopelessly 
lost, because there was nothing but seven miles of 
dense woods and swamps ahead of you.” 

He had no map or compass, but he was absolutely 
certain—and absolutely wrong—about which 
direction to head. The consequences could have 
been serious.

Finding our way to safety
Likewise, society has been wandering around, lost in 
the moral wilderness, without a compass, yet quite 
sure of itself. And as we reap the consequences, we 
scratch our heads and wonder what went wrong. 

But as you will see in the lead article, a moral 
compass does exist! None of us possess it inherently, 
because it is a spiritual compass, held only in the 
hands of God. 

The sooner we begin trusting Him for direction, 
the sooner we can safely find our way in life!

Clyde Kilough
Editor

Whose Compass Do We Use to Find Our Way in Life?

CONSIDER
THIS
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Morals and values are in flux 
today. Opinions about what is 
right and wrong divide nations and 
generations. Is there a solution to 
the moral confusion?

A World 
Adrift
With No Moral Compass
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What people consider right and wrong is 
changing at an astonishing clip. Through 
much of human history, many societal  

values seemed fairly rigid from decade to decade  
and generation to generation. For example, murder 
and theft and perjury were and are widely  
considered wrong. 

The norms aren’t normal any more
Now, however, the disruptions made possible by 

technology, media, materialism and the decline 
of religion have accelerated social trends in 

many areas. The rapid pace of change has 
led to growing disagreement about what 

the norms of society should be. 
Some long for the past, when it 
seemed there was agreement on 

what was right and wrong. But 
others ask, Should history be 

our guide to morality, when we 
consider the evils of previous 
ages? Each group and each 
generation sees the moral 
failings of the others. 

With secularism replacing 
religion as the dominant 
force in the Western world, 
naturally each person relies 
on what he or she feels 
is right and wrong in the 
current situation. 

But can a society survive 
long with a lack of moral 
cohesion? How long can we 

function when each group 
sees the need to counter 

and restrict the values of 
other groups and to push its 

own values through the media, 
education and even attempts at 

reeducation?
Does anyone have the moral 

authority to impose his or her values 
on others? Is there a real and unfailing 

moral compass? In order to answer 
these questions, let’s first consider a little 

background about where human morality has  
been and is going.

Has there ever been a time when so many strongly 
held convictions swirled through the same society?

“Everyone did what was right in his  
own eyes”
Though our situation is unprecedented in speed and 
scale, history does have some concerning parallels.

For example, in the epilogue to one of the saddest 
books in the Bible, tied to two of the most disturbing 
incidents in biblical history, we find this assessment:

“Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 21:25).

This book includes accounts of a man stealing 1,100 
pieces of silver, a tribe setting up its own religion, the 
men of a town committing a gang rape that resulted in 
the death of a woman, her husband cutting up her body 
to send a grisly message to provoke an attack on the 
town where it happened, a nation fighting a devastating 
civil war and then condoning the kidnapping of girls to 
be wives of the defeated side.

Moral failings mixed with moral outrage to produce 
near anarchy. 

When everyone does what is right in his or her own 
eyes, the result can be very wrong.

Trends in morality
Where are we at today? According to a Gallup poll, 53 
percent of Americans are very dissatisfied with the 
moral and ethical climate of the country, and another 
28 percent are somewhat dissatisfied. 

Agreeing things are bad doesn’t mean there is 
agreement on what is wrong!

The discord between socially conservative (often older) 
groups and socially liberal (often younger) groups keeps 
getting more contentious. But that doesn’t mean that 
conservatives or older people are holding fast to traditional 
biblical standards. Their views, too, are changing.

“The shift toward more liberal attitudes on a number 
of social and values issues has occurred across the age 
spectrum, not just among young people,” said Frank 
Newport, a Gallup senior scientist.

“Differences continue to persist between age groups, 
but what we have seen is a rising tide that has lifted all 
ships on this sea of moral behavior.”
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To illustrate how the tides of moral values have 
shifted over time, let’s look at one example that has seen 
dramatic changes over the last 50 years.

Example: changing attitudes about 
premarital sex
Healthline reported:

Public acceptance of premarital sex is at an all-time 
high in the United States, according to a study from San 
Diego State University.

“Researchers came to that conclusion after combing 
data from the General Social Survey, a national survey of 
33,000 American adults taken between 1972 and 2012.

“The researchers said they found substantial 
differences in attitudes toward sex among different 
generations.

“The biggest gap was between the World War II 
generation, born in the early 1900s, and their baby 
boomer children, born in the 1940s and 1950s. 
However, there was still a noticeable difference between 
millennials, born during the two decades before 2000, 
and their parents . . .

“The researchers said the national survey revealed 
overall acceptance of premarital sex has doubled in the 
past 40 years.

“In the 1970s, 29 percent of Americans said premarital 
sex between consenting adults was ‘not wrong at all.’ That 
percentage jumped to 42 percent in the 1980s and 1990s. 
It increased to 49 percent in the 2000s and then rose to 58 
percent in 2012.”

Though the trends in acceptance continue to increase, 
trends in sexual activity don’t always follow the same 
curve. According to the Healthline article, “The number 
of sexual partners a person has over a lifetime peaked 
with the baby boomers. Researchers said the average was 
about 2 partners for the World War II generation, nearly 
12 for boomers, and slightly more than 8 for millennials.”

Acceptance of many forms of sexuality has been 
following the trends for premarital sex. Gallup reported: 
• Acceptance of polygamy increased from 7 percent 

to 20 percent from 2003 to 2020.
• Acceptance of gay or lesbian relations increased 

from 40 percent to 66 percent from 2001 to 2020.
• Acceptance of pornography increased from 30 

percent to 36 percent from 2011 to 2020.
This acceptance did not include adultery. For married 

people having an affair, 89 percent of Americans still felt it 
was morally wrong in 2020, the same percentage as in 2001.

How do moral values develop, and how 
do they change?
Our consciences may have some inborn aspects, but almost 
everyone agrees they are shaped by family and society. 

Philosopher Patricia Churchland, author of Conscience: 
The Origins of Moral Intuition, traces conscience to the 
mother-child bond: “Attachment begets caring; caring 
begets conscience” (2019, p. 49). As she sees it, our 
conscience is then reinforced by society and involves “the 
internalization of community standards” (p. 14)

Throughout history, family norms and the norms of 
society have tended to be stable and persistent. 

That doesn’t mean the norms were always right or 
consistent or clear. Throughout history and across 
societies and cultures, individuals have often faced moral 
challenges such as:
• Holding competing values at the same time (the 

illogic of cognitive dissonance).
• Facing situations with no right answers, just less 

wrong ones (moral dilemmas).
• Desiring to justify an action considered wrong 

(moral compromise).
All these challenges, though, become supercharged in 

a world with competing value systems and rapid cultural 
change. When there are so many disagreements about 
what is right and wrong, moral ambiguity spreads. People 
seem to default to a natural desire to do what feels good 
and seems right. Situation ethics and moral confusion 
lead to people adrift and segments of society in conflict.

If you don’t know where you’re going as an individual 
or a society, will you know when you get there? Can our 
society succeed without a shared moral compass?

The results of modern moral choices and 
our fractured societies
Have you seen any of these characteristics displayed on 
social media or other battlefields of the cultural war?

“For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, 
without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
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And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:2-5).
The apostle Paul predicted these would be symptoms 

of the perilous last days. And today we see these 
characteristics across the political spectrum. Claiming the 
moral high ground by expressing outrage at others’ failures 
cannot mask or justify anyone’s own moral failings. 

All the angry echo chambers lead to division, confusion 
and societies riven with violence and hatred. Representative 
governments too often work at cross-purposes, with 
episodes of whiplash.

Our world is adrift, buffeted by the competing currents 
and fluctuating winds of cultural wars. We are like the 
storm-tossed mariners the psalmist described:

“They mount up to the heavens, they go down again to 
the depths; their soul melts because of trouble. They reel 
to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at 
their wits’ end” (Psalm 107:26-27).

Can we find the relief the psalmist recorded?
“Then they cry out to the Lord in their trouble, and He 

brings them out of their distresses. He calms the storm, 
so that its waves are still. Then they are glad because 
they are quiet; so He guides them to their desired haven” 
(verses 28-30).

In search of a moral compass
Our stormy world is in desperate need of a guide to a safe 
haven. But is there a moral authority that can define what 
is right and wrong in a way no one can refute? Is there a 
moral compass that always points to the way that brings 
the greatest benefits to all people in the end?

Though we naturally do what seems right in our own 
eyes, the Bible warns:

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is 
the way of death” (Proverbs 16:25).

Some aspects of morality are not self-evident—people 
come to very different conclusions. The truth—the way 
that really works—has to be revealed to us.

The God who created us and truly knows what is best 
for us said through Moses:

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death 
and evil, in that I command you today to love the 
Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His 
commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that 
you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land which you go to possess” 
(Deuteronomy 30:15-16).

What is good? The apostle Paul noted, “Therefore the 
law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and 
good” (Romans 7:12).

Breaking God’s law is wrong and evil and leads to bad 
results and ultimately to eternal death.

God warns:
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who 

put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20).

Benefits of God’s strong moral compass
On the other hand, God promises blessings for those who 
choose to accept His definition of right and wrong:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil. It 
will be health to your flesh, and strength to your bones” 
(Proverbs 3:5-8).

God created us. He created morality. He provides the 
moral compass that leads to clarity, peace and the very 
best for everybody.

Only He can guide us on the right path that leads to 
real peace. Only He can lead us out of moral confusion 
and conflict.

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path . . .
“Great peace have those who love Your law, and 

nothing causes them to stumble” (Psalm 119:105; 165).
Take, for example, one of the premiere moral issues of 

all time: justice.
Today, the desire for justice inflames passions across 

the divides. God sees all sides and administers true 
justice—with mercy!

There is far more than enough fault to go around, 
but thankfully God’s justice is tempered by loving 
compassion and mercy.

God’s way produces true justice:
• “He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all 

His ways are justice, a God of truth and 
without injustice; righteous and upright is He” 
(Deuteronomy 32:4).

• “But let justice run down like water, and 
righteousness like a mighty stream” (Amos 5:24).
Learn more about His moral compass in the booklet 

God’s 10 Commandments: Still Relevant Today.
—Mike Bennett

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments


10 COMMANDMENTS
Taking a Closer Look at the

10 COMMANDMENTS
The Bible says there are 10, but it doesn’t number them. See the three main numberings and why we believe the numbering below is correct 
in “10 Commandments List” and “The 10 Commandments and God’s Way of Life.” Here they are in short form (Exodus 20:2-17) with their
spiritual intent and New Testament passages that uphold and magnify them.

Author
God (Exodus 31:18).

Jesus’ summary
• First four: “You shall love the LORD 
  your God with all your heart, with all 
  your soul, and with all your mind” 
  (Matthew 22:37).

• Last six: “You shall love your    
   neighbor as yourself” 
   (Matthew 22:39).

Written onWritten on
• “Tablets of stone” with the Old
   Covenant (Exodus 31:18).

• Hearts and minds with the
   New Covenant (Hebrews 10:16).

You shall not murder.
Matthew 5:21-22; 19:18; Mark 10:19; 

Luke 18:20; Romans 1:29-30; 13:9

You shall not commit adultery.
Matthew 5:27-28; 19:18; Mark 10:11-12, 19; 

Luke 16:18; 18:20; Romans 7:2-3; 13:9

You shall not steal.
Matthew 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Romans 13:9; 

Ephesians 4:28; 1 Peter 4:15; Revelation 9:21

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
Matthew 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; 
Acts 5:3-4; Romans 13:9; Ephesians 4:25

You shall not covet.
Luke 12:15; Romans 1:29; 7:7; 13:9; 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21; 
Ephesians 5:3, 5

You shall have no other gods before Me.
Matthew 4:10; Luke 4:8; Revelation 14:7

You shall not make idols.
John 4:23; Acts 15:20; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 

Galatians 5:19-20; Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 3:5

You shall not take the name of 
the LORD your God in vain.

Matthew 5:33-37; 1 Timothy 6:1; James 2:7; 5:12

Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.

Luke 4:16; 23:55-56; Acts 17:1-2; 18:4; 
Hebrews 4:9; 1 John 2:6

Honor your father and your mother.
Matthew 15:4-9; 19:19; Mark 10:19; 

Luke 18:20; Romans 1:29-30; 
Ephesians 6:1-3

Worship in spirit and 
truth. Images can’t 
truly represent God.

Honor and respect build 
families and bring 
blessings from God.

Love and value the life 
of humans created in 
the image of God.

Be faithful to the marriage union, 
which reflects the relationship 
between Christ and His Church.

Steer clear of any form 
of theft. Respect the 
property of others and 
practice the way of give.

Do not gossip or slander. 
Always speak the truth in 
love. Be honest and 
reliable.

Do not lust. Learn contentment 
and gratitude. Recognize what 
is eternally important.

Only God can make 
something holy. 
Since He made the 
seventh-day 
Sabbath holy, we 
should remember 
it, rest and meet for 
worship that day.

Treat God’s name 
with respect. Act in 
all ways to honor 
and praise Him.

Put God first. Love 
Him with all your 
heart, soul and mind.
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Is  
Back to 
Normal 
Good?

After the COVID-19 crisis, many look forward to life returning 
to normal. But what will the “new normal” look like, and is this 
a good thing? Yes! And, No!

Normal is an odd word, the way we tend to use it. It 
implies that normal is good, and abnormal is bad. 
So “returning to normal,” we assume, is naturally 

a good thing.
But normal can be a value-neutral word. By definition, 

it refers to what is usual, typical, common or expected. 
It is the average or typical state or condition, without 
regard to whether that condition is good or bad. 

Will we ever go back to normal?
For the long months we lived in the shadow of 
COVID-19, wearing a mask and social distancing was 

normal practice in public. As we look to emerge from 
pandemic-enforced protocols, we look forward to 
returning to what was normal before March 2020. 

But the pandemic has changed things—and some of 
those changes will continue even after we stop wearing 
masks. And other things not directly related to the 
pandemic have changed—some quite dramatically. 
During the pandemic, society has been evolving, so 
when we “return to normal,” it won’t be the same normal 
as before.

Will that be good or bad? The way we interact socially 
has been affected. Business and education have been 
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affected, with technology playing a much more 
significant role. International relations and politics 
have changed dramatically. 

Dramatic changes across broad spectrums of life over 
the past year ensure that returning to prepandemic 
standards of normal is not going to happen. 

Tech to the rescue
The integration of technology into virtually every 
aspect of life increased exponentially due to the 
pandemic. We 
became dependent 
on technology 
for everything 
from shopping 
to education to 
employment. 
Virtual interactions 
were safe from the 
coronavirus, so life 
moved online.

Amazon, the 
giant of the Internet 
marketplace, saw 
its profits double 
in 2020 and had to hire 175,000 workers to handle the 
load as online orders soared. From groceries to garage 
door openers, almost everything is being bought 
online now, in an increasingly cashless society. 

For millions of students, going to school meant firing 
up the computer—their classroom looking like the 
opening of an old Brady Bunch sitcom. 

For millions of workers, from paralegals to personal 
trainers, going to work meant meeting with clients and 
coworkers on Zoom. Even doctor appointments were 
increasingly handled through the new medium of 
telemedicine. 

Personal interactions became virtual. The Internet 
became our lifeline. Technology replaced touch.

Technology has been so thoroughly integrated into 
the fabric of life that it will not go away with the virus. 
It is here to stay, and it is changing the way we do 
things fundamentally.

Tech brings with it many conveniences that are 
beneficial and appreciated. Yet a Pew Research 
survey of 915 innovators, developers, business and 

policy leaders, researchers and activists found that 
47 percent of respondents said life will be mostly 
worse for most people in 2025 than it was before 
the pandemic. Only 39 percent said life will be 
mostly better for most people in 2025 than it was 
prepandemic (“Experts Say the ‘New Normal’ in 
2025 Will Be Far More Tech-Driven, Presenting More 
Big Challenges”). 

Tech is taking over. In a “tele-everything” world, 
humans will interact with “god-like technology,” in the 
words of biologist E.O. Wilson.

Our desire for the convenience and safety tech 
offers drives consumers to seek out smart gadgets, 
apps and systems, in the process giving up privacy 
and security to big technology firms. Entrusted with 
massive amounts of information, the firms use it 
to exploit their market advantages using tools like 
artificial intelligence (AI) “in ways that seem likely 
to further erode the privacy and autonomy of their 
users,” say experts. 

This broader dependence on the Internet heightens 
threats of criminal activity, hacks and other attacks. 

The conveniences coming with such a new, tech-
driven, tech-integrated “normal” have therefore 
brought significant new threats to privacy, security and 
personal autonomy. 

The Pew study also concluded that “misinformation 
will be rampant: Digital propaganda is unstoppable, 
and the rapidly expanding weaponization of cloud-
based technologies divides the public, deteriorates 
social cohesion and threatens rational deliberation and 
evidence-based policymaking.”

When it comes to the influence of technology, we 
won’t be returning to normal. We will be emerging 
from the pandemic to a new normal, both good and 
bad, in which, as the Pew study stated, “the best and 
worst of human nature are amplified.”

Violence has increased
“There’s some hope the U.S. can beat COVID-19 
someday,” reported Time magazine recently; “there’s 
far less optimism that leaders can end the gun violence 
scourge” (“Mass Shootings: This Is What Normal Has 
Come to Be Like in America”).

Definitions of mass shootings vary, but by any 
standard, the first quarter of 2021 has seen an increase 

There is danger in 
accepting sin as 
normal, regardless of 
how commonplace, 
accepted or approved 
it may be in a 
growingly secular and 
godless society.”
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https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/02/18/experts-say-the-new-normal-in-2025-will-be-far-more-tech-driven-presenting-more-big-challenges/
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/02/18/experts-say-the-new-normal-in-2025-will-be-far-more-tech-driven-presenting-more-big-challenges/
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/02/18/experts-say-the-new-normal-in-2025-will-be-far-more-tech-driven-presenting-more-big-challenges/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/mass-shootings-this-is-what-normal-has-come-to-be-like-in-america/ar-BB1eVKyx?li=BBnb7Kz
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/mass-shootings-this-is-what-normal-has-come-to-be-like-in-america/ar-BB1eVKyx?li=BBnb7Kz
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in the United States. Mass shootings, once rare, are 
regular fare in the media today. 

During the pandemic, there were also violent clashes 
between protesters and law enforcement, and riots 
in major cities. Businesses were looted or burned. 
Government buildings were defaced and broken into. 

Even apart from the riots, homicides soared in many 
cities, and 2020 had the highest death toll in more than 
20 years, according to the Gun Violence Archive.

Reflecting increased concerns for personal protection 
amidst fears that this kind of violence has become the 
new normal, 22.8 million firearms were sold in 2020—
almost 9 million more than the previous year. 

As we “return to normal” after the pandemic, 
violence and the fear of it have become an 
uncomfortable new normal. In His Olivet Prophecy, 
Jesus warned that the end times would be “as the days 
of Noah were” (Matthew 24:37)—when “the earth was 
filled with violence” (Genesis 6:11).

The drift toward increasing technology has been 
pushed forward by the crisis, and we accept its growing 
pervasiveness as the new standard for both good 
and ill. The natural proclivity within man toward 
contention and strife, normally contained at a fairly 
low level by commonly accepted morals and by law, has 
drifted to a new level of violence.

We find ourselves accepting these conditions and 
many others as part of the new normal.

The drift toward sin
The normal state of mankind is sin. That’s why we need 
a Savior. We read that “all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” and that “the wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 3:23; 6:23). 

Our hope comes from acknowledging our sinfulness to 
God and repenting—turning away from it. “If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Christ’s 
sacrifice can be applied for us, and we can receive God’s 
Spirit to strengthen and guide us in our commitment to 
overcome the sinful nature that is at work in us. 

In a society that is increasingly secular, the barriers 
to sin are cast off. The drift toward sin accelerates, 
the concept of what sin is gets redefined on human, 
secular standards, and sinful behaviors and attitudes 
become increasingly common—become “normal.” 
This also mirrors the days of Noah when “the 

wickedness of man was great” (Genesis 6:5). And it 
matches the evil end time attitudes the apostle Paul 
prophesied (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

Sin is not good. But it is normal in our society. And a 
growing acceptance of sin is not good!

Lot’s “new normal”
The Bible gives a stark example of the effects of 
accepting a new normal.

The biblical patriarch Lot is described in Scripture as 
a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7). For years, he lived with 
his uncle Abraham, and God prospered them. It was 
normal for them to serve and obey God faithfully.

But a minor crisis arose between the herdsmen of 
Lot and Abraham, which caused Lot to move with his 
family to the city of Sodom (Genesis 13:8-12). Obeying 
God was decidedly not normal for the people of that 
city. They were violent and exceedingly immoral, and 
the outcry before God because of its sinfulness was 
very grave (Genesis 18:20).

But over time it became “normal” for Lot to live 
in this environment surrounded by sin. He didn’t 
condone the wickedness done in the city, but he 
accepted it as the status quo, and put down roots. Some 
of his daughters married men of the city.

When Lot, encouraged by angels, warned his sons-
in-law to flee the city before God destroyed it for its 
wickedness, they thought he was kidding and stayed. 
Life there was normal, after all (Genesis 19:14).

Even Lot hesitated about leaving the city, and the 
angels had to drag him, his wife, and his two unmarried 
daughters out (Genesis 19:15-17). Even then, Lot’s wife cast 
her eyes back on the city, perhaps lamenting the loss of 
their “normal” life there, not fully appreciating the depth 
of depravity she had come to accept as commonplace.

The lesson for us
There is danger in accepting sin as normal, regardless 
of how commonplace, accepted or approved it may be 
in a growingly secular and godless society. 

As the world looks at turning the corner on the 
COVID-19 crisis, be careful to take stock of what it 
means to return to normal. Much has changed, and not 
all of it for the good. 

Learn more in our online article “How Has the 
Coronavirus Changed You?”

—James Capo

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/how-has-the-coronavirus-changed-you/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/how-has-the-coronavirus-changed-you/


LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 13

Does faith mean we believe that God will answer 
our prayers exactly as we asked? Or does faith in 
God mean accepting His answer, whatever it is?

W ith a stern 
face, the 
most 
powerful 
man 
in the 
known 
world 
warned 

the three young Jews not to disobey 
him. As they stood before his 
throne, he told them that, should 
they continue to refuse to worship 
the 90-foot image he had built, they 
would face a horrifying death—being 
burned alive in a massive furnace 
(Daniel 3:15).

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
Nego calmly refused the order of 
the Babylonian king, demonstrating 
remarkable faith in the true God. 
This dramatic story offers important 
insights into the nature of true faith.

But if not . . .
In their reply to Nebuchadnezzar, 
the three young Jews confirmed their 
belief that the God they worshipped 
was fully capable of delivering them 
from certain death (verse 17). They 
even expressed belief that God would 
deliver them. Both of these assertions 
refuted the king’s arrogant rhetorical 
question, “And who is the god who 
will deliver you from my hands?”

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
Nego followed up, however, with a 
startling statement:

“But if not, let it be known to you, O 
king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image 
which you have set up” (verse 18).

Notice the first three words: “But if 
not.” At first glance, the reader might 
wonder whether these Jews were 
wavering. Yet the resolute declaration 

Is Your 
Faith 
Misplaced?
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lets us know they were not suffering a lack of faith. So 
what are we to make of their admission that God might 
not intervene?

Faith or faithfulness?
First, we must consider what faith is. You won’t find 
the word faith anywhere in Daniel 3, even though this 
passage contains one of the greatest examples of faith. 
In fact, the word faith appears only twice in the entire 
Old Testament (King James Version). And the Hebrew 
in those two passages can be translated faithful or 
faithfulness instead.

Actually, words translated faithful, faithfully 
or faithfulness appear more than 50 times in the 
Old Testament (KJV). Clearly, the Old Testament 
emphasizes faithfulness over faith. How God’s people 
respond to God’s commands and how God fulfills His 
covenant promises are the measure of faithfulness.

Unlike the Old Testament, the New Testament does 
bring up faith (Greek pistis) extensively. Vine’s Complete 
Expository Dictionary notes that the word, as used in the 
New Testament, always refers to faith in God or Christ.

Refusing to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s giant 
image reflected the faithfulness of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego, who faithfully obeyed the 
Second Commandment prohibiting veneration of 
idols. It also reflected their faith, as defined in New 
Testament terms.

Hebrews 11, nicknamed the Faith Chapter, confirms 
this. The chapter almost certainly refers to Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego when it speaks of individuals 
who “quenched the violence of fire” (verse 34).

The true nature of faith
The apostle Paul wrote, “The just shall live by faith” 
(Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11), quoting Habakkuk 
2:4. However, the word translated faith in this Old 
Testament passage is one of the two verses mentioned 
earlier in this article. The word faithfulness would be a 
better translation.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, in discussing this 
clause, explains, “The discrepancy between ‘faith’ and 
‘faithfulness’ is more apparent than real, however. For 
man to be faithful in righteousness entails dependent 
trust in relation to God.”

Faith and faithfulness are interwoven, because both 
are based on our relationship with God. Both concepts 

are based on a covenant, or agreement, between God 
and His people. We agree to obey, and He agrees to 
provide, to protect and to bless.

And this understanding brings us back to our 
question about Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego. 
How could they admit that God might not deliver 
them and yet remain resolute in refusing to obey the 
king’s command?

The object of our faith
The three young Jews in Daniel 3 put their faith in 
God, not in a specific response to their crisis. They 
obeyed God, refusing to break His law by bowing 
down to the image Nebuchadnezzar had created. 
They were faithful.

Because they were faithful, they could also have a 
real faith that God would honor His own covenant 
promises. They could say, “Our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace” 
(Daniel 3:17). They could also say, “He will deliver us 
from your hand, O king.”

And when they added, “But if not,” they showed they 
had faith in God, regardless of what happened next. 

Is your faith misplaced?
So, is your faith misplaced? Have you put your faith 
in something other than God Himself?

As a Christian, you face the potential for 
disillusionment and disappointment if you have faith 
that God will heal you, or give you a better job, or 
provide you a mate. God might very well do any and 
all those things when we ask. But He might not!

Not receiving the answer we want does 
not automatically mean we lack faith. But 
disillusionment with God’s answer might be a sign of 
misplaced faith.

Like Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego, you must 
put your faith in God alone—in His character, His 
power, His promises and His love—knowing that 
He can do any of those things you ask. At the same 
time, you must say in your heart, “But if not,” I will 
still trust in God. Or as Jesus put it, “Not My will, but 
Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

To understand more about what the Bible says 
about answered prayer, see “Five Keys to Answered 
Prayers.”

—Bill Palmer

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/faith/hebrews-11-faith/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/five-keys-to-answered-prayers/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/five-keys-to-answered-prayers/
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Live  
Long  
and  
Prosper
It was designed as an alien greeting, but it expresses a deeply 
human desire. It’s a wish God desires to fulfill. What must we 
do to “live long and prosper”?

Live long and prosper.
That’s how Mr. Spock greeted others. What is 

now a ubiquitous phrase entered pop culture 
as a greeting from the alien Vulcan civilization in 
the original Star Trek series from the 1960s. It was 
accompanied by a Vulcan salute, “made by raising the 
hand with the palm facing out, extending the thumb, 

and parting the fingers between the middle and ring 
finger” (Live Long and Prosper Day website).

Origin of the Vulcan salute and greeting
The actual origin of the salute is interesting. Leonard 
Nimoy, who was cast as Mr. Spock in the television 
series, based the Vulcan salute on a gesture used in the 
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priestly blessing he saw in his youth at an Orthodox 
synagogue. 

The blessing itself is found in Numbers 6:23-27. God 
told Moses: “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This 
is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to 
them: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give 
you peace.”’ So they shall put My name on the children 
of Israel, and I will bless them.”

The wording “live long and prosper” is reminiscent of 
Deuteronomy 5:16 and 33.

It seems unlikely that Mr. Nimoy could have 
anticipated the viral nature of his salute and greeting. 
Yet the greeting has become a byword across cultures 
and generations.

Live long and prosper. It’s a succinct, noble goal—
one that speaks to a yearning within each human to 
experience a fulfilling, abundant life. 

And yet, too often, a fulfilling, rewarding life seems 
out of reach for many in today’s world. The COVID-19 
pandemic brought to light many economic, social and 
political fractures that crisscross the modern world. Civil 
unrest, violence and depression have impacted millions 
as the world balances precipitously on a razor’s edge of 
discontent and a future that, for many, appears hopeless.

Live long and prosper. Is this ideal even possible 
to achieve in the modern world? Is such an outcome 
offered to Christians? As we’ll see, this desired 
outcome, much like the basis for the quote itself, is 
rooted in a relationship with God.

Commandment for life and prosperity
The apostle Paul capitalized on this yearning when 
addressing younger Christians. “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father 
and mother,’ which is the first commandment with 
promise: ‘that it may be well with you and you may live 
long on the earth’” (Ephesians 6:1-3). 

That it may be well with you and you may live long on 
the earth. This sounds remarkably akin to live long and 
prosper.

Paul, writing to the Christian community in 
Ephesus, quotes the Fifth Commandment as recorded 
in Deuteronomy 5:16. This commandment forecasts 
the benefits from obedience: that it may be well with 

you and you may live long on the earth. Arranging 
one’s lifestyle and manner of thinking according to 
a godly standard, in this case showing honor to one’s 
parents, brings blessings and opportunities for a more 
abundant, rewarding life. 

It is worth noting that the age of the children is not 
limited. God didn’t include an age limit in the Fifth 
Commandment. Instead, this key to abundant living 
applies to humanity as a whole. All of us are children—
both in physical family relationships as well as in 
community relationships. 

While the Fifth Commandment directly addresses 
one’s own parents, the principle of honoring and 
respecting others includes the entire human family 
(Leviticus 19:32; Zechariah 7:9-10; James 1:27). 

In Ephesians 5 and 6 Paul addresses the dynamics of 
a Christian home. Those dynamics should align with 
principles embedded in Scripture. Wise King Solomon 
declared, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). The same applies to family life. 

When children learn to honor their father and 
mother, they are primed to learn the keys to right 
living. Cooperating with and respecting authority 
brings automatic benefits, while disrespecting 
authority brings automatic penalties. 

God’s way works
In highlighting the Fifth Commandment, Paul 
expounds on a foundational, spiritual principle. When 
human behavior and activity are governed or directed 
by the righteous laws of God, lives are enriched and 
living becomes more rewarding. God’s way of life works.

This general observation about human life is repeated 
in the Bible. There is a way of living that degrades and 
destroys; and there is a way of living that leads to a 
more rewarding, fulfilling existence. 

Note this guidance: “Therefore put to death 
your members which are on the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry . . . But now you yourselves are to put 
off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth” (Colossians 3:5, 8). These 
wrong behaviors and choices result in heartache, 
anguish and strife.

In contrast: “Therefore . . . put on tender mercies, 
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing 
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with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone 
has a complaint against another; even as Christ 
forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which 
also you were called in one body; and be thankful” 
(Colossians 3:12-15). These lifestyle choices facilitate 
joy, peace and harmony.

That abundant way of living is summarized within 
the 10 Commandments. For more detailed explanations 
of the 10 Commandments, see our free booklet God’s 10 
Commandments: Still Relevant Today.

To be clear, Paul’s explanation of the Fifth 
Commandment should not be interpreted as a 
promise of unending physical health and wealth. 
There are tragic examples where lives have been cut 
short by illness, war and accidents. And, in a world 
currently operating at odds with many of the right 
principles, the righteous will face persecution at 
times. For more information, see our online article 
“Why Am I Suffering?” 

A generational impact
The choice to live according to the guidance and 
boundaries offered by God is consequential. In Exodus 
20, the Fifth Commandment is preserved this way: 
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is 
giving you” (verse 12). 

This implies more than merely extending one’s 
own individual blessings. Rather, incorporating the 
commandments into how one thinks and interacts with 
others can make a generational impact. The character 
of a family often is passed on. Right character, reflected 
in obedience and submission to God’s principles for 
living, establishes an ongoing legacy of blessings that 
may extend for generations.

Perhaps the most vivid example is that of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God granted abundant 
blessings to Abraham and his descendants. Why? 
“Because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My 
charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My 
laws” (Genesis 26:5). 

It was Abraham’s obedience, and the character it 
built, that brought such prominent blessings. Those 
blessings then extended to future generations of his 

family. To learn more about the generational benefits 
of obedience, see our online article “God’s Promises to 
Abraham.”

In light of this, parents have a special responsibility 
to instill hearts of obedience and honor into their 
children by bringing them up “in the training 
and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). This 
requires a focused effort to instruct, guide and 
exhort our children. 

If you’re a parent who desires to teach your children 
about the right way to live, our “Encourage, Equip & 
Inspire” family resources can help. Take the time to 
examine what God says about family, and work to 
incorporate those ideas into your own family.

Long life and prosperity
Where, then, does all this lead?

The apostle Paul called his younger protégé Timothy 
“a true son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2) and “a beloved 
son” (2 Timothy 1:2). Paul reminded him, “For bodily 
exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for 
all things, having promise of the life that now is and of 
that which is to come” (1 Timothy 4:8). 

Living in a manner consistent with the Bible leads to 
the life which is to come. That life is eternal. Talk about 
a long life!

Jesus was asked, “Good Teacher, what good thing 
shall I do that I may have eternal life?” (Matthew 19:16). 
It’s a valid question—one we might all ponder at times. 
Christ was quite plain in His response: “If you want 
to enter into life, keep the commandments” (verse 
17). He was saying that obedience to God’s laws is a 
starting point. God’s way of living leads to long life and 
prosperity!

Live long and prosper. Is that something you want to 
strive toward?

As Jesus said, “If you want to enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” This means making the daily, 
disciplined decision to examine God’s Word for 
guidance on how to live and then taking active steps 
to implement that instruction in our daily choices. To 
help you get started, consider our free 11-lesson Bible 
Study Course.

God has a plan for you. It’s one that involves 
abundant living for eternity. Live long and prosper!

—Jason Hyde

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/why-am-i-suffering/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/12-tribes-of-israel/god-s-promise-to-abraham/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/12-tribes-of-israel/god-s-promise-to-abraham/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/youth-development/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/youth-development/
https://bsc.lifehopeandtruth.com/
https://bsc.lifehopeandtruth.com/
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The study of family influence upon a 
child is a challenging endeavor. Given 
the fact that today’s families have so 

many variables, it can be hard to identify 
and quantify the impact a parent has.  

How does one find common denominators 
when researching adopted children versus 
biological ones, single parents versus two 
parents, biological parents versus one 
biological parent and a stepparent? 

And how much influence can a parent 
have upon children when they reach their 
teenage years? What about when they are 
in their 20s or 30s or 40s? And how much 

Family Influence 
How to 
Provide 
Sound 
Family 
Leadership
How much influence do you have in your 
family? The examples of Rahab and Achan 
provide timeless lessons about how we 
can impact our loved ones. 
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influence can one have upon extended family members 
no matter their age?

Given the fact that people ultimately make their own 
decisions about how they will live, is it worth our effort 
to even try to influence members of our family? 

I believe the answer is a resounding “Yes.” 

Two biblical accounts of leadership in 
the family
Tucked into the biblical narrative of the Israelites’ 
taking possession of Canaan are the stories of two 
families. Each had an influential member of their clan, 
and major events affecting these families occurred 
within days of each other. 

These family histories have enduring relevance for  
us today.

Rahab: an unlikely heroine 
The first of these two families included a person named 
Rahab. As the story begins, this woman—a gentile (a 
non-Israelite) harlot plying her trade in the city of 
Jericho—didn’t appear to be someone who would turn 
out to be famous (Joshua 2:1).

Two Israelite spies who came to check out Jericho 
prior to the attack decided to spend the night at Rahab’s 
house. They likely reasoned that such a choice would 
help them avoid suspicion from the city’s residents. 

Unfortunately, their presence at Rahab’s house and 
their identities were soon revealed to the king. The ruler 
of the city quickly asked Rahab to turn over the men.

The spies were surely surprised when this streetwise 
woman provided cover for them and risked her life to 
allow them to escape. Her response to the king was that 
the men had indeed come to her home, but she then 
lied by saying she did not know where they were from 
and that they had left just before the gate to the city was 
closed at nightfall. 

Later that evening Rahab told the Israelite spies 
that she knew that God had given them the land and 
that the fear of the Israelites had come upon the city’s 
residents. She then gave them additional instructions 
on how to leave the city to avoid being caught. Noting 
that she had shown them kindness, she asked them to 
return the favor. 

Please “show kindness to my father’s house” by saving 
alive “my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, 

and all that they have, and deliver our lives from 
death,” she said (verses 12-13).

The spies agreed, and the arrangements were made 
to identify Rahab’s house with a scarlet cord hung in 
a window. The lives of those relatives she brought into 
her home would be spared when the city was attacked. 

By her courageous actions and influence, she saved 
the lives of all her family members who sheltered in her 
home (Joshua 6:25). 

Rahab surely learned that harlotry and lying were 
sinful. Her faith would have led her to obey the God 
of Israel and His laws. Rahab married and became a 
respected member of Israel, and her son, Boaz, became 
part of the lineage of King David (Matthew 1:5-6). 

In the book of Hebrews she is listed as an example of 
faith (Hebrews 11:31), and James cited her as an example 
of how faith and works go together (James 2:25). 

Achan: a misguided leader
After the Israelites, with the miraculous assistance of 
God, successfully took the city of Jericho, they burned 
the city with fire. The only spoil to be taken was “the 
silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron,” which 
would be put in “the treasury of the lord” (Joshua 6:19).

Unfortunately, a man of the tribe of Judah named 
Achan coveted some of the spoils—a beautiful garment, 
as well as silver and gold—and buried them inside his 
tent (Joshua 7:21).

Achan’s disobedience did not go unnoticed by 
God. As the Israelites prepared to take the next city—
Ai—they decided that the city was so small that only 
2,000 to 3,000 men would be needed. They were very 
discouraged when the men of Ai prevailed, killing 36 
Israelites in the process. 

Joshua and the elders of Israel soon learned why they 
had been defeated. 

God said, “Israel has sinned, and they have also 
transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. 
For they have even taken some of the accursed things, 
and have both stolen and deceived; and they have also 
put it among their own stuff. Therefore the children of 
Israel could not stand before their enemies . . . Neither 
will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the 
accursed things from among you” (verses 11-12). 

The next morning the Israelites discovered that 
Achan was the one who had sinned. After recovering Ph
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the forbidden items, “Joshua, and all Israel with him, 
took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, 
the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, 
his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had . . . 
So all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned 
them with fire after they had stoned them with stones” 
(verses 24-25).

Achan did not provide the family leadership that 
would have protected his family. Instead, it appears 
that his bad influence led to the destruction of 
everyone in his immediate family. 

Why did God punish Achan’s family?
God does not hold family members responsible for the 
sins of other family members. As God had previously 
explained, “Fathers shall not be put to death for their 
children, nor shall children be put to death for their 
fathers; a person shall be put to death for his own sin” 
(Deuteronomy 24:16; compare Ezekiel 18:20). 

So why did Achan’s whole family perish? In this 
case, it seems that everyone in his immediate family 
was complicit in his sin. God—who knows all and 
sees all—indicated that there were several people who 
had sinned—“they . . . have both stolen and deceived” 
(Joshua 7:11, emphasis added).

In his commentary Through the Bible Day by Day, 
F.B. Meyer writes: “Achan’s family had been privy to 
this crime. It could hardly have been otherwise, since 
the goods were buried in the common tent” (notes on 
Joshua 7:16-26). 

An important lesson from the story of Achan is that 
our actions can greatly influence and impact others. As 
Joshua noted years later, because of Achan’s sin wrath 
fell on all the congregation of Israel: “And he [Achan] 
did not perish alone for his iniquity” (Joshua 22:20). 

Family leadership
There were other people in the Bible—including Noah, 
Abraham, Lois and Eunice—who positively influenced 
their families. These examples show that family 
leadership and influence can be very powerful. But how 
do we accomplish this for the good of our families?

Our own example is often the most powerful 
influence we can have upon our loved ones. While it 
is tempting to think that what we do is no one else’s 
business and that our actions don’t affect others, this 

reasoning is mistaken. What we say and do does impact 
others and especially our families. 

The ancient Israelites learned firsthand through 
Achan’s example the damage one person’s sin can have 
upon a family and nation. Some 1,500 years later, Paul 
likened the Corinthian congregation’s acceptance 
of the sexual immorality of one person to a little bit 
of leaven leavening “the whole lump” of dough (1 
Corinthians 5:1, 6).

Spiritual teaching
Providing a strong spiritual example is one of the 
best gifts we can give our families. The Bible clearly 
instructs parents to “train up a child in the way he 
should go” (Proverbs 22:6) and to teach children 
the benefits of carefully obeying God’s commands 
(Deuteronomy 6:20-25). 

This biblical instruction has been tested and proven 
by modern research. A Marripedia article titled “Effects 
of Religious Practice on Society,” says, “Considerable 
research has emerged over the past five decades that 
demonstrates the benefits of religious practice for 
society. Religious practice promotes the well-being of 
individuals, families, and the community.”

As for specifics, the article further states: “Regular 
attendance at religious services is linked to healthy, 
stable family life, strong marriages, and well-behaved 
children. Religious worship also leads to a reduction 
in the incidence of domestic abuse, crime, substance 
abuse, and addiction. 

“In addition, religious practice can increase 
physical and mental health, longevity, and education 
attainment. These effects are intergenerational, as 
grandparents and parents pass on the benefits to the 
next generations” (ibid.).

These benefits are seen from religious practice  
in general, and I believe that the closer one follows  
the teachings and values of the Bible, the greater  
the blessings.

For additional study about God’s design for marriage 
and family, see our booklet God’s Design for Marriage. 
If you would like to have biblically based instruction 
on how to raise your children, see “Practical Tips for 
Positive Parenting” and the accompanying articles on 
the LifeHopeandTruth.com website.

— David Treybig

http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_health
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_family_relationships
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_family_relationships
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_marriage
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_crime_rates
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_substance_abuse
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_substance_abuse
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_health
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_education
http://marripedia.org/effects_of_religious_practice_on_education
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-design-for-marriage-booklet
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/
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R elations between Australia and its biggest  
trading partner, China, have rapidly 
deteriorated as Canberra has recently taken 

a more muscular approach to Beijing’s increasingly 
assertive foreign policies. 

On Anzac Day, when Australia and New Zealand 
honor their war dead, Peter Dutton, Australia’s newly 
appointed defense minister, told the Sydney Morning 

Herald that Australia was “already under attack” in 
the cyber domain and warned that Chinese bullying 
of Taiwan could lead to a regionwide conflict. Home 
Affairs secretary Michael Pezzullo shockingly added 
that free nations were hearing the “drums of war” 
beating again.

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced 
a dramatic increase in military spending just before 

TRADE DISPUTE 
TURNS INTO A 
DIPLOMATIC BRAWL
Increasing provocations, tariffs and economic muscle-flexing 
have relations between Australia and China in a deep freeze. 
How did it happen? Where will it lead?
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https://au.news.yahoo.com/top-officials-sobering-speech-warning-war-involving-australia-010421076.html
https://au.news.yahoo.com/top-officials-sobering-speech-warning-war-involving-australia-010421076.html
https://au.news.yahoo.com/top-officials-sobering-speech-warning-war-involving-australia-010421076.html
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several newspapers published a confidential  
briefing by a former top general in the Australian 
Defence Force. He warned that Australia must 
prepare for the “high likelihood” of actual conflict 
because China was already engaged in gray zone 
warfare—aggressive state behavior that is often covert 
or deniable, and that falls short of acts of war, but 
includes political interference, cyber intrusions and 
economic coercion.

Is war conceivable?
The idea of Australia on its own fighting a war 
against China appears preposterous. Australia 
is a nation of a mere 25 million people. With no 
nuclear weapons and a small navy, it would face a 
nuclear-armed China of 1.4 billion people, with a 
military budget estimated to be 10 times larger than 
Australia’s. China has a shipbuilding program that 
outpaces any other country in history and a navy 
recently transformed into one of the world’s premier 
blue-water navies. 

Yet Australian attitudes have nonetheless been 
hardened by Beijing’s heavy-handed approach. 

A war of words
As China, now celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the Chinese Communist Party, has grown into a 
powerful and increasingly coercive regional hegemon, 
diplomatic relations between the two countries 
have plummeted to an all-time low, and the tone has 
become more strident.

Conflicts inevitably begin with inflammatory 
language, and there has been no shortage of incendiary 
words in the press of both nations. The Chinese 
Communist Party’s mouthpiece tabloid, the Global 
Times, has struck a bellicose tone, warning that 
Australia will face “unbearable consequences” as it 
becomes the “poor white trash of Asia” and the “gum 
stuck on the soles of China’s shoes.” 

Diplomats or agitators?
While the media can be expected to focus on the 
sensational, the diplomatic front may be even more 
challenging. China’s diplomats are openly mocking the 
racial strife, decaying infrastructure, mass shootings 
and coronavirus death toll in Western nations, and 

preaching a message that prosperity lies in China’s 
future, not with the West.

“China’s ‘diplomacy,’” according to Australian 
Senator Rex Patrick, “is now little more than abuse” 
as their diplomats are “not working to build good 
relations—quite the contrary.” 

Australia has been under constant barrage from 
China’s newly empowered “wolf warrior” diplomats. 
As one pillar of President Xi Jinping’s goal for a China 
that stands “tall and firm” in the world, these “wolf 
warrior” diplomats—a phrase that comes from a Chinese 
film franchise about a Rambo-like soldier who battles 
American-led mercenary groups—make diplomacy 
more difficult with their confrontational rhetoric 
designed to sow chaos and deflect blame.

One of these wolf warriors, Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian, a known provocateur, says 
aloud what many Chinese officials say or think in 
private—that Beijing has too long been subservient 
to Western countries and too unwilling to hit back at 
their criticism. 

He has joined a chorus of state-run media criticizing 
Australia’s human rights record on refugees and 
Indigenous Australians. But when he put out a 
fabricated Twitter image depicting an Australian 
soldier with a knife to the throat of a child, angry 
Australians, including the country’s most-read 
columnist, Andrew Bolt, declared the doctored picture 
“another act of war.”

Evolving power and attitudes
Resource-rich Australia has been a vital depot of the 
commodities that have fueled China’s spectacular 
growth over the last half century. It is the world’s 
largest producer of iron ore—the vital component in 
the production of steel—and 80 percent of it goes to 
the world’s largest producer and user of steel, China. 

Australian attitudes toward Beijing, according 
to former Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott, 
have always distilled down to “fear and greed.” 
Australia has reaped incredible benefits selling 
China everything from iron ore and coal to liquefied 
natural gas and beef. 

Until COVID-19 struck, Australia had dazzled the 
world by surviving the 2008 financial crisis better 
than virtually any other nation and had a spectacular 
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29-year run without a single recession as it sent its 
signature goods to the world’s voracious No. 2 economy. 

The relationship turns sour
Recently, Australia has positioned itself at the front 
of a global effort to stand up to China. In August 2018 
Australia infuriated China when it became the first 
country to effectively ban Chinese tech giant Huawei’s 
next-generation 5G telecommunications network on 
national security grounds. Then it persuaded others to 
follow suit. 

Australia publicly detailed the human rights abuses in 
Hong Kong and provided chilling details of forced labor 
in Xinjiang, where a million Uighurs have been interned. 
Canberra was the first to call for an international inquiry 
into the origins of COVID-19—a turning point for China 
and one that had to be responded to.

Few countries have prospered from China’s growth 
as much as Australia, so in the eyes of China’s 
government, Australia is violating the most basic rule 
of China’s rise: If you get wealthy with our support, stay 
silent and grateful. 

Diplomacy by other means
Beijing lashed out angrily, wielding its economic power 
as a political weapon by imposing crippling trade 
sanctions on Australia. China struck at Australia’s weak 
point: its lucrative exports to China. 

Beijing either limited imports of or slapped 
punitive tariffs on critical Australian exports, 
such as iron, coal, barley, wheat, wine and sheep. 
The punishment is beginning to bite, as Chinese 
investment in Australia plummeted 61 percent in 
2020, on top of a 47 percent drop in 2019, and there 
is now concern that Australia’s economy will never 
return to its pre-COVID path.

An example and a warning
China’s economic offensive against Australia is partly 
designed to warn other countries against vocally 
opposing Beijing’s interests. Beijing intends the attacks 
on Australia to deter others, like Canada, the European 
Union and Japan, from joining a U.S.-led campaign to 
counter China’s rise. 

“It’s kind of like the canary in the coal mine,” said 
Heino Klinck, who was the U.S. deputy assistant 

secretary of defense for East Asia until January. “The 
Chinese have made it clear that they are going to pull 
out all of the stops to try and put Australia in a box. It’s 
not just about Australia. It’s just that the Chinese have 
decided if they can put the Aussies back into a box, that 
sends a message to everyone else” (quoted in Foreign 
Policy, May 4, 2021). 

The Australian spine stiffens
Australia has not retreated in the face of Beijing’s ire. 
If anything, the bullying tactics have strengthened 
hardened attitudes. According to the last annual poll by 
the Lowy Institute, trust in China has halved in the past 
two years, and an overwhelming 94 percent of Australians 
say the government should find other markets to reduce 
Australia’s economic dependence on China. 

Some Chinese investment projects have been 
canceled, and more than 1,000 other proposed deals 
have now been put under government security review. 
These include Belt and Road agreements with the state 
of Victoria and a potential deal for the port of Darwin. 

Wealth or security?
Australia has been involved in every major American 
conflict over the past century, but in recent decades 
Canberra has sought to balance sheltering under an 
American-led security umbrella and enjoying Chinese-
derived wealth. Like Japan, Australia wants to increase 
defense spending, but ironically is reliant on a successful 
economic partnership with China to be able to afford it.

China has long sought to intimidate and pry 
Australia away from the embrace of the United States, 
and Australia has been cautious not to provoke its 
greatest trading partner. According to the Global Times, 
China sees Australia as “a close collaborator of the 
U.S. in its anti-China strategy at the expense of China-
Australia relations” and a force multiplier for the United 
States in the western Pacific and South China Sea. 

China has amassed a huge arsenal of ballistic missiles 
and is rapidly building new aircraft carriers. Further, 
its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative is escalating 
Beijing’s economic strength—and potential military 
bases—in the southwest Pacific or Indian Ocean, which 
could easily threaten Australian shipping routes.

China’s actions prompted Prime Minister Morrison 
to openly reach out to what he terms “like-minded 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/world/asia/us-visa-china-communist-party.html
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countries” to form a unified front against what his 
government considers Chinese aggression. That 
has meant a newfound focus for the “Five Eyes” 
intelligence-sharing network that also includes the U.S., 
U.K., Canada and New Zealand. It is also focusing on 
the long-moribund “Quad,” or Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue—a loose security alliance with the U.S., Japan 
and India—that is being revived to form what some are 
calling an “Asian NATO.”

Taiwan in the crosshairs
While the current tit-for-tat clash may settle down, 
China is determined to displace the U.S. as the 
dominant power in Asia. Washington’s alliance 
partners, like Australia, are inevitably going to take 
positions that Beijing rejects. 

The most dangerous potential flashpoint in the 
region is the possibility of a Chinese invasion of 
Taiwan—a conflict that could ultimately involve the 
entire Asian region and even the U.S. 

China considers Taiwan part of its sovereign territory 
and has vowed to “reunify”—if necessary by force. It is 
increasing military pressure on Taiwan with regular 
amphibious assault exercises and menacing military 
overflights of Taiwan’s airspace.

Beijing lusts after the numerous high-tech companies 
based in Taiwan. Foremost among them is TSMC 
(Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company), 
arguably the world’s most important company, which 
designs and builds cutting-edge semiconductor chips 
generations ahead of American-made chips. 

Beijing (and the rest of world) craves these chips 
that provide the brains to not only computers, 
but also missiles, artificial intelligence, advanced 
telecommunications and robotics. 

Incredible blessings
Since Australia’s founding in the late 18th century, it 
has been shaped by unquestioned dependence on an 
alliance with a distant and dominant power. Britain did 
that job until 1942, with its mighty fleet possessing the 
strategically crucial seaports of Singapore and Hong Kong. 

The United States has done it since, with its powerful 
navy guarding the trade-heavy sea lanes of Southeast 
Asia, including the vital Strait of Malacca, which 
Australia depends on. 

Control of those vital maritime trade routes, or the 
virtually unlimited mineral wealth that Australia 
possesses, didn’t happen by chance, however. These 
blessings were promised to them thousands of years 
ago—not because of physical greatness, military might 
or racial superiority, but because of the obedience that 
one of their nation’s forefathers showed.

History in advance
In the book of Genesis, we learn about two peoples 
who would become world-leading nations in the 
decades leading up to Christ’s return. They are the 
modern-day descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh 
(Genesis 48:19-22; 49:22-26). Ephraim’s descendants 
would become a “multitude of nations” (Britain, 
Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand), 
and Manasseh’s descendants would become a single 
“great” nation (the United States). 

Scriptures detail that the physical blessings bestowed 
upon Abraham’s descendants would include bountiful 
population, abundant natural resources, military 
power and even control of strategic choke points of 
commerce (Genesis 12:2-3; 22:17; 49:24-26). 

Bible prophecies not only reveal the reason these 
peoples—including the people of Australia—rose 
together historically, but also how, at the end of the 
present age, they will decline and fall together. It will 
be because they will continue to turn away from the 
God who blessed them (Ezekiel 5:1-7). 

The modern-day nations of Israel will suffer the same 
punishments and sudden downfall (Deuteronomy 
28:20; Isaiah 9:13-14; 30:10-13) as ancient Israel 
suffered if they do not acknowledge and repent—both 
individually and nationally—of their sins.

These present-day Israelites have been 
magnificently blessed because of Abraham’s 
obedience. Eventually they and the rest of humanity 
will understand that blessings come from obeying 
God, and that punishments accrue to those who turn 
away from Him. 

The sure word of prophecy shows that disobedience 
to God’s law brings its own returns (Ezekiel 6:7-10), 
so the children of Israel were admonished—as we are 
today—to “choose life” so that God can continue to 
share His blessings with us (Deuteronomy 30:19-20).

—Neal Hogberg

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Deut 30.19-20
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With lidless eyes, a prominent, feathery headdress and a 
perpetually goofy-looking smile, there’s no mistaking the 
axolotl. (The headdress isn’t just for show. Those colorful 
stalks are actually external gills whose distinctive 
feathery filaments allow for a quick exchange of gases.)
These critically endangered amphibians are a neotenic 
species. This means that, like frogs, they develop lungs 
as they grow—but unlike frogs, they don’t lose their gills 
as they mature. Although grown axolotls can breathe air, 
they still must live underwater.
What truly sets axolotls apart as wonders of God’s 
creation is their ability to regenerate—not just their toes 

or limbs, but even portions of their spinal cord, heart, 
lungs and brain. They appear to be able to regrow a single 
limb many times without experiencing any scarring or 
imperfections.
Scientists are eager to understand how exactly this 
ability works, but it will probably take a while. Axolotls 
have the largest genome ever sequenced—more than 10 
times larger than our own.
Pictured: axolotl (Ambystoma mexicanum)
Photo by James Capo
Text by Jeremy Lallier

Axolotls: More Than Just a Funny Face

Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation
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CHRISTIANITY
I N  P R O G R E S S

Solomon warned, “Make no friendship with an 
angry man, and with a furious man do not go” 
(Proverbs 22:24). Almost 3,000 years later, it’s 

still a bad idea to include angry people in your circle of 
friends (or even your news feed). Why? “Lest you learn 
his ways and set a snare for your soul” (verse 25).

Maintaining a friendship with people who are 
regularly angry—or worse, furious—will influence us. 
The more time we spend with angry people, the more 
likely we are to learn their ways and start adopting 
their habits. That relationship will have a direct impact 
on who we become.

That’s the power of influence. It changes people. 
It doesn’t always mean a bad change, but the Bible 
spends a lot of time warning us not to underestimate 
the impact of influence in our lives. Solomon also 
wrote, “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but 
the companion of fools will be destroyed” (Proverbs 
13:20). Paul warned the Church, “Do not be deceived: 
‘Bad company corrupts good character’” (1 Corinthians 
15:33, Berean Study Bible).

There’s no way to switch this process off. We can’t 
become a “companion of fools” and expect not to be 
influenced by those same fools—but making it a priority 
to walk with the wise will guarantee a far more positive 
influence in our lives.

(What is wisdom and how can we get more of it? 
Read “The Importance of Wisdom and How to Become 
Wiser” for more on that subject.)

What Israel can teach us about influence
The story of Israel is a case study in the power of 
negative influence. God was sending them to destroy 
the Canaanites—wicked nations who offered their false 
gods “every abomination to the Lord which He hates 
. . . for they burn even their sons and daughters in the 
fire to their gods” (Deuteronomy 12:31).

But Israel didn’t follow through. “They did not 
destroy the peoples, concerning whom the Lord had 
commanded them, but they mingled with the Gentiles 
and learned their works; they served their idols, which 
became a snare to them. They even sacrificed their 

The 
Inescapable 
Power of 
Influence
The Bible has a lot to say about the power of influence. What can we do to avoid 
being negatively influenced and to seek positive influence?

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/holy-bible/old-testament/the-writings/proverbs/importance-of-wisdom/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/holy-bible/old-testament/the-writings/proverbs/importance-of-wisdom/
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sons and their daughters to demons, and shed innocent 
blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they 
sacrificed to the idols of Canaan” (Psalm 106:34-38).

Influence was at work. Influence is always at work. 
But not all influence is created equal. There are 

three factors that directly impact the strength a given 
influence has on us: proximity, respect and repetition. 
If we want to alter the amount of influence someone (or 
something) has over us, we can start by adjusting those 
factors accordingly.

1. Proximity
This is the most straightforward factor. How close are 
you to the influence? Lessening its impact means putting 
some distance—real or metaphorical—between it and 
you. If you’re not near it, it’s going to have a harder time 
pulling you in. And if it’s a good influence that you want 
to have a greater impact in your life, well, get closer. 

That might mean going out of your way to avoid 
certain people or making an effort to spend time with 
others. Or it might mean putting some objects (like 
your Bible) within arm’s reach, while making others 
(like a phone full of distracting apps) harder to access.

2. Respect
Of the three factors, respect is the only internal one. It 
can have the greatest impact on what influences us—
while being the hardest to change. We naturally want to 
be like the people and concepts we respect. Respecting 
someone who exerts a negative influence can make it 
that much more difficult to break free of it.

The key here is to spend extra time making sure we 
respect what God respects—and hate what He hates. 
The more we study His Word to find out what those 
things are, the more we’ll prime ourselves to respond to 
positive influences (and ignore negative ones).

3. Repetition
Whereas proximity is about our distance from a given 
influence, repetition is about how often we encounter 
that influence. The two go hand in hand—the closer 
you are to an influence, the more likely you are to 
encounter it on a regular basis. 

But repetition is sometimes easier to change than 
proximity. Even when you can’t change the distance 
between yourself and an influence, you might be able 

to change your routine in a way that brings you into 
contact with it more (or less) frequently.

Choosing the right kind of influence
Changing any of those factors will change the strength 
of an influence in your life. You might not always be 
able to change all three of them, and you might not be 
able to change each of them to the same degree, but 
every little bit helps.

If we are close to something, value it and routinely spend 
time with it, we’re more likely to internalize it and let it 
change us. If we’re far from it, disgusted by it and actively 
avoiding it, we’re more likely to remain unchanged by it.

By keeping some of the Canaanites around as their 
neighbors (proximity), developing an interest in their 
customs (respect) and continually mingling with 
them (repetition), Israel came “to do more evil than 
the nations whom the Lord had destroyed before the 
children of Israel” (2 Kings 21:9). This resulted in their 
own destruction and captivity.

Conversely, the apostle Peter (who considered himself a 
“sinful man” in Luke 5:8) was positively influenced 
 by the 3½ years he spent with Jesus Christ—years that 
were filled with proximity, respect and repetition of a 
better influence. When Jesus asked if the disciples wanted 
to give up and walk away, Peter replied, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

Influence is a powerful force, and for good or for ill, it 
will shape us. As Christians in progress, our job is to be 
aware of two important truths about influence. 

The first truth is this: We can actively choose who and 
what we’re influenced by. How? By adjusting the proximity, 
respect and repetition involved. Our responsibility is to 
pursue godly wisdom and steer clear of foolishness.

The other truth is this: Just as the lives of others can 
influence us, so, too, can our lives influence others. 
Whether that’s an influence that other Christians seek 
out or seek to avoid depends almost entirely on us.

—Jeremy Lallier

Suggestions welcome
This article was written at a reader’s suggestion. If 
you’d like to suggest a topic for future editions of 
“Christianity in Progress,” you can do so anonymously 
at lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas. We look forward to 
hearing from you!Ph
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What Is the Real Meaning 
of the Parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus?

CHRIST
CHRISTIANITY

VERSUS

The parable of 
Lazarus and the rich 
man can seem to 
tell of men going 
to heaven and 
hell after death. 
But is that the real 
meaning and lesson 
of this parable?

The parable of Lazarus and the rich man is one 
of Jesus’ most misunderstood parables. You can 
read it in Luke 16:19-31. This parable is often 

interpreted as being about the immediate fate of the 
dead. After all, a surface-level reading seems to show 
the beggar Lazarus dying and going to heaven while 
the selfish rich man dies and descends to hell. 

But a problem with this explanation of the parable  
is that there are several scriptures—many of them  
from the mouth of Jesus Himself—that contradict the 

idea that people go to heaven or hell immediately  
after death. 

How should we understand this parable? Is it really 
about what happens to people right at the time they 
die? Or did Jesus intend for us to learn a completely 
different lesson? 

What did Jesus say about death?
Jesus made clear statements throughout His ministry 
about what does and doesn’t happen after a person dies.
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In John 11, Jesus resurrected His friend Lazarus (the 
brother of Mary and Martha, not the character in the 
parable). Before doing so, He told His disciples: “Our 
friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up” 
(verse 11). When the disciples were confused about what 
He meant, Jesus clarified that He meant Lazarus was 
dead (verses 13-14). 

Jesus likened death to sleep—a state of 
unconsciousness. Jesus’ words harmonize with other 
scriptures that show the dead have no conscious 
thoughts (Ecclesiastes 9:5). So it would be contradictory 
for Jesus to teach that the rich man and the beggar 
Lazarus were very much awake after they died.

What did Jesus teach about going to heaven?
Jesus made a clear statement about going to heaven: 

“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven” (John 3:13). The New English 
Translation is even clearer: “No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven—
the Son of Man.”

So it would be strange and inconsistent for Jesus to 
say in one situation that no one has gone to heaven and 
then later say that Lazarus the beggar went to heaven. 

What did Jesus say about hell? 
In Matthew 10:28, Jesus said: “But rather fear 

Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell.” Jesus associated hell with destruction. When 
something is destroyed, it ceases to exist. Jesus 
described hell as a place of complete destruction 
rather than a place with conscious and tormented 
dead individuals. This is consistent with how other 
biblical writers described the fate of the wicked 
(Malachi 4:3; Romans 6:23). You can learn more about 
this topic in our online article “Eternal Torment?”

So these statements give us a clear understanding of 
Jesus’ teaching. After death people don’t immediately go 
to heaven or hell. Instead, they await a future time when 
they will be resurrected from the dead (Luke 14:14). 

What moral lesson was Jesus teaching? 
When examining a parable, we have to recognize what 
a parable is—and is not. A parable is a short, fictitious 
story designed to teach a moral or spiritual lesson. 

Many are surprised by Jesus’ comment that He did 
not use parables to make it easy for the crowds to 
understand, but so they wouldn’t understand (Matthew 

13:11-15). He often had to explain the meaning of 
parables to His disciples.

When Jesus wanted to teach something clearly, 
He didn’t use parables (as we see in His above clear 
statements about death, heaven and hell). 

Jesus designed His parables to be somewhat 
ambiguous on the 
surface (Luke 8:10). 
This, by itself, should 
show us that we have 
to be careful about 
interpreting a parable 
through a mere 
superficial reading. 
Instead, we must dig 
deeper to identify the 
core moral lesson Jesus 
was talking about—and 
not get lost in the details 
of the fictional story He 

used to deliver that lesson.
As an analogy, we can think of a parable as the 

wrapping paper concealing a gift. Instead of getting 
caught up in the details of the wrapping paper (what it 
looks like, how it’s wrapped, etc.), we should really be 
concerned with the gift inside. 

What was the core lesson Jesus taught with this parable? 
We have to begin by looking at the context in which 

He gave it. Right before He told this parable, Jesus had 
been in a conflict with the Pharisees. 

“Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also 
heard all these things, and they derided Him. And 
He said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves 
before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is 
highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the 
sight of God’” (Luke 16:14-15). 

Jesus was dealing with people who were fixated on 
the accumulation of wealth and who hypocritically 
put on a false front of being righteous before people. 
However, internally their hearts were unrighteous. 
Simply put, these people pretended to be righteous, 
but in reality were full of greed and lack of concern 
for others. Their “righteousness” was just a show. Jesus 
used the parable of Lazarus and the rich man to warn 
of the pitfalls and dangers of living a life driven by 
greed and a lack of love for others.

Get your priorities 
correct now. Instead 
of being greedy and 
hypocritical, prioritize 
loving God and 
serving other people 
above all other 
things—now.”

“

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-hell/eternal-torment/
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The context of the parable was not about death or 
what happens after death. The context was the danger 
of greed and hypocrisy.

The real meaning of the parable 
There are two main characters in this story—the rich 
man (who lived a posh life and ate well every day) and a 
poor man named Lazarus (who was covered with sores 
and it seems was unable to work to feed himself). 

Instead of helping Lazarus, the rich man 
coldheartedly ignored his suffering. 

They both eventually died. Jesus then transitioned 
the story to the afterlife. Here, the roles are 
completely reversed. Lazarus is healed and in a state 
of comfort, while the rich man is in a state of mental 
distress. (Considering the biblical timeline of the 
resurrections, this seems to refer to the short time 
discussed in Revelation 20:14-15 when the wicked 
who have already had their opportunity for salvation 
are raised and condemned to the second death in the 
lake of fire.)

The rich man begs Lazarus to comfort him, but it’s 
too late, and there’s nothing he can do to help. The 
rich man even begs that someone warn his brothers 
to repent and change their lives so they can avoid the 
same fate. 

The spiritual lesson is profound: Get your priorities 
correct now. Instead of being greedy and hypocritical, 
prioritize loving God and serving other people above 
all other things—now. Don’t put it off, because you 
never know when your life will end.

An additional lesson this parable teaches is a 
principle Paul wrote about later in 1 Corinthians 1:27: 
“But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to put to shame the things which 
are mighty.” 

At the beginning of the parable, Lazarus was as 
weak and powerless as any human being could be, 
while the rich man was wealthy and mighty. But in the 
end, those roles were reversed. Lazarus’ humility and 
righteousness resulted in his standing beside Abraham, 
and the rich man’s greed and lack of compassion led to 
his being brought very low. 

The meaning and lesson of Jesus’ parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus is relevant to all of us today! 

The web version of this article includes enhanced 
content in a sidebar to help you better understand this 
parable. You may also find the following article helpful: 
“Lazarus and the Rich Man: Proof of the Existence of 
Hell?” 

—Erik Jones

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-hell/lazarus-and-the-rich-man/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/what-is-hell/lazarus-and-the-rich-man/
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The Bahamas. The name evokes beaches, palm 
trees and fun in the sun. The massive cruise 
port in Nassau can disgorge 3.5 million tourists 

per year, to visit the historic capital and enjoy its 
attractions. 

Early in the 18th century, however, Nassau had a 
different distinction. It was a pirate republic, openly ruled 
by the most successful and infamous pirates of the day. 

The area around Nassau could shelter as many as 
500 smaller ships of the kind the pirates preferred, but 
the waters were too shallow, and the navigation too 
intricate, to admit ships of the line, frontline warships. 
This prevented legitimate naval forces from entering 
Nassau harbor to stop the predation. 

Pirate codes
A pirate museum in Nassau now tells the story of the 
rise and fall of the pirate republic. I was fascinated to 
learn that the only laws in the city were pirate codes 
to which the crews had to agree, to keep order, if not 
honor, among thieves. The codes limited drinking 
and gambling and forbade fighting among shipmates 
and bringing women on ships. Anyone not a pirate, 
however, had no such protection.

A long, sordid history
Because of sympathetic book and film representations, 
pirates are often viewed as mischievous heroes with 

Pirates in Prophecy?
hearts of gold. But, in reality, they were cruel, violent 
plunderers—the ruin and death of many innocent people. 

Piracy, using ships to prey on weaker or defenseless 
people on land or sea, has a long history. On the stone 
walls of the temple at Medinet Habu on the west bank 
of the Nile at Luxor, I saw carvings showing a massive 
pirate raid on the coast of Egypt, around 1200 B.C.! 
Some of those pirates, called the Sea People, may have 
later come to be known as the Philistines! 

Piracy is still a scourge along the west and east 
African coasts, in the South China Sea, and still, as 
long ago, in parts of the Caribbean. Scores of attacks 
are reported each year. As moral order breaks down in 
advance of the return of Christ, we can expect to see 
piracy of all sorts become a greater peril.

Pirates in prophecy?
Strange as it may seem, there is a prophecy about 
pirates in the Bible. It states that in the future, God 
Himself will put a stop to all such marauding. “Woe to 
you who plunder,” God warns (Isaiah 33:1).

Verses 21-23 continue: “But there the majestic Lord 
will be for us a place of broad rivers and streams, in 
which no galley with oars will sail, nor majestic ships 
pass by (for the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our 
Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; He will save us); your 
tackle is loosed, they could not strengthen their mast, 
they could not spread the sail. Then the prey of great 
plunder is divided; the lame take the prey.”

In Isaiah’s time, raiders sailed the Mediterranean, 
attacking ships, navigating up rivers to raid cities, 
plundering, kidnapping and murdering. This unusual 
prophecy promises that when the Kingdom of God is 
established, piracy, like all other forms of crime, will end. 

Rather than cutthroat pirate codes, the law of God’s 
love will rule in the minds and hearts of all people.

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker
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Why do so few Christians today observe the Sabbath?
Download the free booklet from the

 Learning Center on LifeHopeandTruth.com

Learn how keeping 
God’s Commandments 
can help you change 
your life. 

This ancient wisdom 
could help solve all 
the world’s problems.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/booklets/

