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The irony was hard to miss, even for nonreligious 
people. Here was a militaristic, atheistic global 
power bringing to the world a peace gift inspired 

by—of all things—the Bible. 
It was 1959 when the Soviet Union presented the United 

Nations with a bronze statue of a brawny man wielding a 
hammer. With it, he was reshaping a weapon representing 
war and destruction, a sword, into a tool suggesting peace 
and goodness, a plow. 

Russia’s gesture rang hollow, coming from a regime 
that disdained the Bible, persecuted the religious and had 
recently slaughtered millions of its own citizens. But the 
words on this famous statue, “Let Us Beat Swords Into 
Plowshares,” strongly resonated in the hearts of people 
around the world, as they do to this day. 

When accepting this gift, Secretary-General Dag 
Hammarskjöld declared that “the ancient dream of 
mankind, reflected in the words of Isaiah” was the same 
dream that had inspired the creation of the UN.

The statue, regrettably, does not cite Isaiah’s exact words. 
But in a park across the street from the UN stands the 

“Isaiah Wall,” inscribed with more of the prophet’s quote: 
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more” 
(Isaiah 2:4, King James Version).

Nuclear giants and ethical infants
It’s remarkable how some of the most astute 

observations about peace have come from men whose 
lifelong profession was lifting up the sword. General 
Douglas MacArthur’s profound appraisal appears in the 
article “Pursuing Peace: UN 75th Anniversary Assessment.” 
Witnessing war’s ravages undoubtedly pushes some 
people to deeply ponder these matters. 

Another veteran of World War II, General Omar Bradley, 
offered these thoughts: 

“We have many men of science; too few men of God. 
We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected 
the Sermon on the Mount . . . The world has achieved 
brilliance without wisdom, power without conscience. 
Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. We 
know more about war than we know about peace, more 
about killing than we know about living.”

Most chillingly, General Bradley said, “If we continue to 
develop our technology without wisdom or prudence, our 
servant may prove to be our executioner.”

You might keep close at hand for future reference 
the lead article in this issue—“How to Overcome Fear”—
because Bradley and MacArthur are right. The world 
is bringing on itself a frightful time ahead, but God 
promises that bright days lie beyond!

The biggest battle right now
The UN just celebrated its 75th year, and Discern 

magazine just completed its seventh. We both yearn for 
the same thing—the cover article of our maiden January/
February 2014 issue was “Neither Shall They Learn War 
Anymore”—but we see a totally different path to that end. 

The “Consider This” column in that first issue explained 
that different path and our purpose for being:

“We believe humanity’s track record proves it’s 
impossible to comprehend these matters apart from God, 
the God who billions of people claim to know but who, 
in reality, remains largely ignored, misrepresented, and 
irrelevant in daily life. 

“‘My thoughts are not your thoughts,’ God says. But 
He assures us that we can learn to think His way, ‘if 
you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for 
understanding.’ 

“Yes, the biggest battle in the world right now is for 
the minds and hearts of every single person. And, yes, 
into this confusing clamor of ideas Discern now adds its 
voice. This inaugural issue gives you a little taste of what’s 
to come, a fresh view for 
examining the issues of life 
in the light of God and the 
timeless principles of  
His Word.”

Seven years down the 
road, we hope your thinking 
continues to be challenged 
and enlightened, and your  
life changed, by the power  
to discern.

Clyde Kilough
Editor

Can We Ever Beat Our Swords Into Plowshares?

CONSIDER
THIS

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/neither-shall-they-learn-war-anymore/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/neither-shall-they-learn-war-anymore/
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There’s much to 
fear in today’s 
world. Our 
worries can 
easily spin 
out of control. 
Here’s how to 
overcome fear 
and live with 
confidence 
according to 
the Bible.

Do you fear for the future? Does the world seem to 
be spinning out of control? Are you afraid societal 
and environmental changes might negatively 

affect the future for you and the ones you love? 
If so, you’re not alone. Research shows that more and 

more people are living with increasingly intense fear.

Security concerns
The Unisys Security Index has tracked global security 
concerns for 14 years, in particular in regard to business 

and financial concerns. The executive summary for 
the 2020 report begins, “Overall, the world remains on 
edge—global security concerns are at their highest level 
since the first Unisys Security Index in 2007.” 

Polling 15,699 people from a cross-section of 15 
different countries around the world, including France, 
Belgium, Germany, the U.K., India, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Brazil, Chile and Colombia, Unisys found 
that 99 percent of the respondents reported at least one 
security concern.

How to 
Overcome 

Fear
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various demographics, some people are naturally 
more fearful than others. 

By being aware of the mechanisms of fear, however, 
we can all learn to live in confidence rather than fear.

Fear TV
One cause of increased anxiety is what the authors of 
Fear Itself call Fear TV. “Researchers have found 
important connections between the consumption of 
media (mostly televised content) and fear, particularly 
concerning fears about crime and terrorism . . . Our 
analyses also showed a very strong relationship 
between media consumption and fear” (p. 22). 

To illustrate this, the researchers compared frequent 
viewers of Fox News, a conservative channel, with 
MSNBC, a liberal channel. Both sets of viewers had 
heightened levels of fear, compared to those who 
weren’t frequent watchers. 

Interestingly, while there was some overlap in their 
fears, they also strongly feared different perceived 
dangers. The study found that “each channel is 
exacerbating different kinds of fear” (p. 23).

The news outlets on the left or right aren’t trying to 
“convert” the viewership of the other side. They just 
want to keep their viewers coming back, because that 
equates to advertising dollars. 

Fear is a powerful magnet for attention and a 
motivator. Our fears are being monetized.

To overcome fear, it is important to be aware of the 
impact of Fear TV and to limit our exposure to it.

Gnosticism and conspiracy theories
Another finding of the Chapman University research is 
that heightened levels of fear are linked to increased 
belief in conspiracy theories. The higher one’s level of 
fear, the more conspiracy theories one is likely to believe.

One of the challenges the Christian Church faced in 
the first century was a belief that came to be known as 
gnosticism. Gnosis is the Greek word for knowledge. 
Gnosticism is the claim that some people had secret 
knowledge, into which one had to be initiated in order 
to know the whole truth. 

Paul fought early forms of this heresy in Colossians 1 
and 2, and the apostle John did so in his first epistle.

Of course the Bible does teach that God has hidden 
some knowledge in the Bible that not everyone can yet Ph

ot
o:

 iS
to

ck
ph

ot
o.

co
m

• 58 percent of people are seriously concerned about 
their personal safety. 

• 62 percent are seriously concerned about natural 
disasters and epidemics. This is up 8 percentage 
points from 2019, an uptick related in part to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• 67 percent report being seriously concerned about 
their family’s health.

• 66 percent are worried about their country’s 
economic stability.

Rising fear is an international phenomenon.

Fear in America
The Chapman University Survey of American Fears 
began in 2014. According to the 2019 survey, these  
are, by percentages of respondents, the top 10 fears  
of Americans: 
1. Corrupt government officials  77.2 percent
2. Pollution of oceans, rivers and lakes 68.0 percent
3. People I love becoming seriously ill 66.7 percent
4. Pollution of drinking water 64.6 percent
5. People I love dying 62.9 percent
6. Air pollution 59.5 percent
7. Cyber-terrorism 59.2 percent
8. Extinction of plant and animal species 59.1 percent
9. Global warming and climate change 57.1 percent
10. Not having enough money for the future 55.7 percent

Many of these findings are recorded in a recent book 
entitled Fear Itself: The Causes and Consequences of 
Fear in America. The researchers noted that “fear is 
a double-edged sword. It can keep us safe from harm 
and motivate us to take action to address potentially 
harmful future events . . . But all too often fears are 
unfounded, unnecessary, and psychologically, socially, 
and politically damaging” (p. 133). 

So, while some fears lead to appropriate caution and 
the taking of reasonable precautions, other 
uncontrolled and unrealistic fears can destabilize us 
and damage our well-being.

It should be noted that research shows that some 
demographics live in more fear than others. In 
general, women tend to be more fearful than men. 
People whose lives are more precarious—who have 
less money in reserve, less education or fewer job 
prospects—have more fear. Minority groups tend to 
live with a higher level of fear. And even within these 



6 DISCERN January/February 2021

understand. Some people’s minds are blinded to the 
truth of what God is doing (2 Corinthians 4:4). But the 
secret knowledge the gnostics claimed to have didn’t 
come from the Bible. A fixation on supposedly secret 
knowledge distracted them from the Word of God, 
causing them to twist its meaning.

Today gnosticism can be compared to conspiracy 
theories—beliefs that governments or international 
organizations are hiding the truth about something, 
but that some few have pierced the mystery. 

According to several polls, including the Chapman 
research, over 60 percent of Americans believe the U.S. 
government is withholding some information about the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy.

There are other conspiracy theories as well. Here are 
percentages of people who believe the government is 
hiding information about:
• The 9/11 attacks: 53 percent.
• Aliens: 50 percent.
• Illuminati/Bilderberg, a secret world  

order: 43 percent.
• Mass shootings: 43 percent.

One shocking conspiracy theory statistic is that 32 
percent of Americans believe that the U.S. government 
is not telling the truth about the South Dakota air crash. 
Why is that shocking? Because the researchers invented 
it and added it to the list just as a test to see how many 
would say they believed it.

This indicates that people can reach a level of fear 
high enough, and a frame of mind anxious enough, 
that they will say they believe a conspiracy theory that 
they’ve never heard before. This illustrates how fear can 
deform human reason. 

To overcome fear, it is important to distance one’s 
mind from fascinating ideas not known to be true, and 
to concentrate instead on objective truths one can  
know with certainty. It’s helpful to be suspicious of 
conspiracy theories.

Keys for overcoming fear 
Other suggestions the Chapman report offers for 
mastering fear in order to live in confidence include:
1. Lessen screen time and cell phone use. Many media 

producers want people to be afraid in order to keep 
them tuned in. They monetize fear. It’s better to get the 
news from slow media (by reading), rather than fast 

media that more directly strike emotions like fear.
2. Be skeptical of claims that all people of a certain 

category are uniformly bad and to be feared.
3. Face fears. Learn. Do research, and not just in the heat 

of a situation.
4. Remember that the news media will 

disproportionately show the most violent, unusual 
and strange acts of humanity, while usually ignoring 
what is good, kind and commonplace.

5. Don’t allow fear to undermine trust in all other people. 
Withdrawal and isolation enhance fear. Socializing 
reduces it. Connect with neighbors, be willing to reach 
out and make connections.

6. Remember that conquering fear means taking the 
reins of thought from our impetuous senses that 
are well-meaning, but that keep us always on guard 
against a threat. 

What does the Bible say about how to 
overcome fear?
Our Creator’s manual for living an abundant life gives 
important keys on how to overcome fear and live 
in confidence. These keys concern our personal 
relationship with God.

For example, Psalm 56:11 records these words of faith: 
“In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What 
can man do to me?”

The beginning point of confident living is to have a 
relationship with God so we can trust Him to protect 
and care for us. Many Bible passages portray God’s 
promises of protection to those who are faithful to 
Him (see “22 Encouraging Bible Verses About God’s 
Protection”).

The introduction to this particular psalm of King 
David says it was “a Michtam of David when the 
Philistines captured him in Gath.”

David had been captured by Israel’s enemies, the 
Philistines; he was in danger of being summarily 
executed. Yet he trusted in God and prayed to Him. 
And God made a way for him to escape. Though 
men can sometimes be cruel and frightful like the 
Philistines, David realized no human can overcome 
God’s strength.

David also said in Psalm 34:19, “Many are the 
afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him 
out of them all” (emphasis added throughout). 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/bible-study/encouraging-bible-verses/encouraging-bible-verses-about-gods-protection/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/bible-study/encouraging-bible-verses/encouraging-bible-verses-about-gods-protection/
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understand the depth and power of God’s love, we will 
not be fearful of His justice. But it is also true in a larger 
sense. If we live in the certainty of God’s love, justice and 
mercy, we will live in confidence, even in societies that 
have increasingly violent people and growing chaos.

It is a challenge to love some people: terrorists, 
murderers, those who abuse us, sometimes even 
difficult family members. 

How does God love the whole world, as it says He does in 
John 3:16? He takes a long view. He doesn’t only see how 
people are today; He sees their potential to change and 
become good in the future: “‘Do I have any pleasure at all 
that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not 
that he should turn from his ways and live?’” (Ezekiel 18:23).

This “present evil age” (Galatians 1:4) is full of fear, 
but it is temporary and passing. It will be replaced by “a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13).

It is important to look at others as God does, seeing 
their potential for change when they have the 
opportunity to truly know God. We get a glimpse of 
such a wonderful future time in Jeremiah’s prophecy:

“No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they 
all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest 
of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, 
and their sin I will remember no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).

Rather than seeing people only as a source of danger, 
we can regard them as future children of God.

A world free from fear
A final key to living in confidence is to understand that 
fear is temporary and will one day disappear 
completely. The Bible promises that in the future the 
entire world will be free from fear. 

“But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his 
fig tree [symbolizing material abundance], and no one 
shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of 
hosts has spoken” (Micah 4:4).

—Joel Meeker

If you’d like to learn more about this topic, or any 
topic within this Discern magazine, you can ask our 

authors a question here:
LifeHopeandTruth.com 

/ask-a-question

The list of fears compiled by the Chapman project 
includes 88 different fears experienced by Americans, 

everything from corrupt government officials to 
another world war, to spiders, to zombies (9.3 percent!). 

But whatever the fear or affliction might be, God 
promises to deliver His servants. This promise produces 
confident living!

Not a Spirit of fear
As the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:6-7: “Therefore 
I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. For God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind.”

Fear obstructs a sound mind. When fear goes beyond 
what is helpful in avoiding reasonable dangers, it warps 
the way one thinks. One no longer reasons soundly, 
which impacts emotional equilibrium and actions. 

The Holy Spirit, the very power of God, opposes 
inappropriate fear. God’s Spirit drives it out and 
replaces it with spiritual power, love for others and 
clear, accurate deliberation. 

God fears nothing; through His power, we can master 
fear and live confidently.

The Bible explains how we can receive the gift of 
God’s Holy Spirit to receive spiritual power. If you 
would like to know more about this, see our articles 
“What Is Conversion?” and “How Do You Know You 
Have the Holy Spirit?”

No fear in love
The apostle John also addressed how to overcome fear in 1 
John 4:17-18: “Love has been perfected among us in this: 
that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because 
as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”

Fear fights against love. This passage speaks first of all 
about a fear of God’s judgment and justice. When we 

Rather than seeing people only as a 
source of danger, we can regard them 

as future children of God.”

“

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ask-a-question/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ask-a-question/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/what-is-conversion/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/how-do-you-know-you-have-the-holy-spirit/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/how-do-you-know-you-have-the-holy-spirit/
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History and the Bible 
give us examples of 
zeal and passion. Are 
we passionate about 
the most important 
things? Or are we 
being distracted by 
other passions?

What Are You 
Passionate About?

Patrick Henry was passionate about the founding of a 
new nation.

Some common passions
It seems human beings are hardwired to have strong 
feelings about certain things. Not everyone feels 
strongly about the same things or in the same way, 
and certainly not all of our passions are of the same 
magnitude as founding a new country! 

But there are still a lot of different things that fire up 
the imaginations and passions of people. 

A few things people are commonly quite passionate 
about are fashion, art, health and fitness, hobbies, 
technology, sports and sports teams, hunting and 
fishing (or anti-hunting and maybe anti-fishing), 
animal rights and more. 

Oddly enough, a few days ago I was talking with 
someone who was very passionate about animal rights, 
specifically opossum rights . . . Okay, I’ve got to admit 
that was a new one for me. 

On a more somber note, today there are a lot of people 

What do you feel strongly about? What lights the 
fire in your soul and infuses you with focus 
and energy? 

What are you really passionate about in your life? 

Give me liberty . . .
An example of the kind of passion I’m talking about 
comes from U.S. history. In March of 1775 tensions 
between the American colonies and Great Britain were 
high. A man named Patrick Henry stood to address 
the Virginia legislature and share his view of the 
situation. It was apparently a rather impromptu speech 
about the need to separate from the British crown and 
form their own union—something about which Mr. 
Henry felt very strongly. 

Perhaps you’ve never heard or read the entire thing, 
but I’ll almost guarantee that our American readers 
know the last seven words of his fiery and impassioned 
speech. As he brought his relatively short oration to its 
crescendo, he thundered out to the audience, “Give me 
liberty, or give me death!”
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who are passionate and even violent about some prickly 
social issues. And many are very passionate about the 
political positions and platforms that are intractably 
connected to all those social issues. 

That’s a lot of passion, a lot of emotion! And chances are 
very good that you are passionate about some issues too. 

So maybe the more important question is: Are you 
passionate about the right things? 

Are you passionate about the right things?
While there is nothing wrong with strong feelings about 
sports, art, animals or other endeavors in life, there are 
some things that are more important and that deserve 
more of our attention than others. Are we overlooking 
something infinitely more important that most people 
miss, yet that we should be passionate about? 

“Zeal for Your house”
In the Bible we read an account of when Jesus Christ 
went up to the temple. He saw people who were doing 
business, changing money, selling animals to be 
sacrificed and so forth. 

Not only were they doing business on holy ground, 
but very likely they weren’t being honest and were 
taking advantage of those who came to the temple to 
worship and offer sacrifices. 

We read in John 2:15-16 that Jesus made a whip of 
rope, flipped over the money changers’ tables and 
with zeal drove them all out of the temple! In verse 
17 it says, “Then His disciples remembered that it was 
written, ‘Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.’” The 
English Standard Version puts it, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

Jesus loved people. He was compassionate toward 
those who were hurting and in need of healing and 
comfort, and He taught them continually the things 
that would really make a difference in their lives. He 
had a passion for people and for serving. 

But He was most passionate about the things of God—the 
standards, values and principles of the great Creator God! 

John Gill’s commentary on the Bible points out that 
Christ’s regard for His Father’s house “was typical 
of the church of God; and such his concern for his 
honour, ordinances, and worship, that when he saw 
the merchandise that was carried on in the temple, his 
zeal, which was a true and hearty affection for God . . .  

was stirred up in him, and to such a degree that it was 
like a consuming fire.” 

The standards, values and principles of God stand in 
stark contrast to those of this present world, which is 
focused on self-serving interests, immorality and blatant 
sinfulness. In fact, it is the Kingdom He will bring when 
He returns that is the only hope for mankind—and He is 
immensely passionate for that Kingdom!

What about us? How passionate are we for the 
standards, values and principles of God? Have we chosen 
to be passionate about what is really the most important? 

Enthusiastic about doing good things
Consider the words of the apostle Paul in Titus 2:11-14, 
as it is translated in God’s Word translation:

“After all, God’s saving kindness has appeared for 
the benefit of all people. It trains us to avoid ungodly 
lives filled with worldly desires so that we can live self-
controlled, moral, and godly lives in this present world. 

“At the same time we can expect what we hope for—
the appearance of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. He gave himself for us to set us free from 
every sin and to cleanse us so that we can be his special 
people who are enthusiastic about doing good things.” 

Battling distractions
Most of us want to have that passion, that zeal, that 
“fire in the belly” for the things of God. But with all the 
distractions swirling around us, with all the challenges 
and turmoil in the world, it can be easy for us to lose 
our focus and allow our greatest level of passion to be 
given to something else. 

We need to make sure we are firmly connected to the 
Word of God. We must read and study it daily. With 
prayer and periodic fasting, we should ask God for the 
passion we need to have as His people. And we can 
ask Him for the guidance we need to negotiate these 
challenging times. 

If we are immersed in the Word of God, it is harder for 
other issues to steal all our time and energy!

I am sure we are all passionate about various things. 
But are we right now passionate about the most 
important thing? Do we have a Patrick Henry–level of 
passion for a new Kingdom, the Kingdom of God? 

Learn more in our article “Seek First the Kingdom of God.”
 —Tom ClarkPh
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https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/seek-ye-first-the-kingdom-of-god/
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As the UN recently 
turned 75, the 
challenges facing 
humanity led to 
somewhat subdued 
celebrations. What 
are the realistic 
probabilities of 
world peace?

UN officially came into existence—General Douglas 
MacArthur spoke to the world in a radio address. Even 
in the glow of victory, he pointed to the larger context 
and lessons of history:

“Men since the beginning of time have sought peace. 
Various methods through the ages have been attempted 
to devise an international process to prevent or settle 
disputes between nations. From the very start, workable 
methods were found insofar as individual citizens were 
concerned, but the mechanics of an instrumentality of 
larger international scope have never been successful. 
Military alliances, balances of power, Leagues of 
Nations, all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be by 
way of the crucible of war. 

“The utter destructiveness of war now blots out this 
alternative. We have had our last chance. If we do not 
now devise some greater and more equitable system, 
Armageddon will be at our door.”

Then MacArthur homed in on the core challenge  
we face: 

“The problem basically is theological and involves a 
spiritual recrudescence and improvement of human 
character that will synchronize with our almost matchless 
advances in science, art, literature and all material and 
cultural developments of the past 2,000 years. 

“It must be of the spirit if we are to save the flesh.”
MacArthur repeated this profound analysis to the 

U.S. Congress in his farewell address in 1951. But, as 
is the case with most words of wisdom, people tend to 

Born from the smoldering ruins of World War II in 
hopes of ensuring future international peace, the 
United Nations just spent the last year marking a 

milestone anniversary. 
Seventy-five years earlier, as delegates from 50 

countries met in San Francisco aspiring to form the 
UN, President Harry Truman soberly outlined for them 
what was at stake: “If we do not want to die together in 
war, we must learn to live together in peace.” 

One of the key players in the UN’s creation, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Ralph Bunche, also warned, “The United 
Nations is our one great hope for a peaceful and free world.” 

In hundreds of speeches and articles over the past 
months, pundits have assessed the UN’s performance 
these 75 years. For the most part, even the key figures 
leading the UN have been restrained in their praise, 
noting its significant accomplishments but tempering 
any talk of a bright future with cautions that world peace 
is being held together only by very fragile threads.

What lies ahead? Will we—you and I, our children and 
grandchildren—have a future of peace? Do we humans 
have it within ourselves to create and maintain peace? 

Or is it time to take a more pragmatic view of human 
nature and start looking for a different source of peace?

“It must be of the spirit if we are to save 
the flesh”
On Sept. 2, 1945—immediately after Japan’s surrender 
ending World War II and only seven weeks before the 

Pursuing Peace: UN 75th Anniversary Assessment
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Pursuing Peace: UN 75th Anniversary Assessment
contention, jealousy, anger, lust, envy, division, hatred, 
fighting, war, etc. Can one conclude anything but that 
we are acting like mere men? Isn’t the basic problem 

that we are not anywhere near acting like God?
What are the odds, therefore, of humanity ever 

finding peace?

“The way of peace they have not known”
The words of the ancient prophet Isaiah ring true today: 
“The way of peace they have not known, and there is 
no justice in their ways; they have made themselves 
crooked paths; whoever takes that way shall not know 
peace” (Isaiah 59:8).

The “way of peace” is a spiritual way. As Jesus said to 
His disciples in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My 
peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 
you” (emphasis added).

What kinds of peace does the world give? Typically, it 
comes through means such as military conquests, 

applaud them at the time then go right back to living as 
always. Little change ensues.

What are the odds we will find peace?
A couple thousand years before MacArthur, the Bible 
records the apostle Paul expressing the same principle, 
only in slightly different words: “For to be carnally 
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace” (Romans 8:6). “Carnally” literally means of the 
flesh, or, by implication, humanly.

Paul reduced the human condition to the simplest 
explanation possible: 
• We can think and be like God and have peace.
• Or we can think and be like man and never find it.

We crave peace, but one of the amazing lessons of 
biblical history is the speed with which humans can 
derail the peace process. 

Adam and Eve quickly lost their way with God. 
Within only one generation, their son Cain, in a fit of 
jealousy, “rose up against Abel his brother and killed 
him.” Whatever he used—a rock, a limb, his fists—
Cain ignited humanity’s most dreadful plague. His 
wickedness stemmed from an emotional outburst, but 
those who followed quickly began studiously perfecting 
the art of war, devising the most efficient, destructive 
means possible. 

Have we—speaking of the whole of humanity—learned 
nothing since? What do we see in society today? Every 
single day we see and hear of continual strife, conflict, 

You cannot change the direction 
of a world bent on hostility to God 
and one another. But you can have 
peace now—peace with God, peace 

of mind, peace with others.”

“
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah 59%3A8&version=NKJV
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cease-fires, negotiations 
and compromises, 
bargaining, shows 
of force, or even 
the oxymoronic 
“peacekeeping forces” 
of today’s UN. But 
those means are often 
tenuous, and certainly 
are not generated by 
“the improvement 
of human character” 
MacArthur described 
that will ensure 
permanent peace.

World leaders are keenly aware of that. On Sept. 21, 
2020, at the official commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
stated, “Today, we have a surplus of multilateral 
challenges and a deficit of multilateral solutions.” 

His assessment of what this portends was solemn: 
“Climate calamity looms. Biodiversity is collapsing. 
Poverty is again rising. Hatred is spreading. 
Geopolitical tensions are escalating. Nuclear weapons 
remain on hair-trigger alert.”

End-time wars
God has also assessed what this portends. 

While many world leaders may be well-intentioned in 
their desires and efforts to work toward peace, they 
can never restrain others who have designs set on evil 
intentions. God has already foretold that preceding 
Christ’s return an illusion of peace will exist, creating 
a false sense of security. But, as 1 Thessalonians 5:3 
forecasts, “For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then 
sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains 
upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.”

The Bible also prophesies about what are commonly 
called the end-time four horsemen of the Apocalypse. 
The second one, “fiery red, went out. And it was granted 
to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, 
and that people should kill one another; and there was 
given to him a great sword” (Revelation 6:4).

The ensuing conflicts engulfing the world will 
mushroom, Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 24:22, 
so that “unless those days were shortened, no flesh 

would be saved; but for the 
elect’s sake those days  
will be shortened.” 

“In Me you may have 
peace”
At Christ’s return we will 
finally be put on the path 
to peace! 

Nations will be united, but 
it won’t be through the 
United Nations. It will come 
because of the “Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His 
government and peace there 

will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and 
justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

Please download our free booklet How to 
Understand Prophecy for full details of how God will 
bring this about. 

Here is the simple truth: only God can bring us peace. 
“Lord, You will establish peace for us,” Isaiah wrote 
(26:12). Humanity will begin to learn how God’s way of 
life works, how to become spiritually minded and, as we 
do, “the work of righteousness will be peace, and the effect 
of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever” (32:17). 

But the promise Jesus gave to His disciples just before 
He died holds true today for those who will turn to God: 
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Yes, living in this world you will see tribulation, 
because that is the only way the world knows. And, 
no, you cannot change the direction of a world bent 
on hostility to God and one another. But you can have 
peace now—peace with God, peace of mind, peace with 
others—if you are ready and willing to turn from the 
world’s ways, and to learn the ways of God.

 —Clyde Kilough

If you’d like to learn more about how to truly be 
spiritually minded, a great place to start is with our 
booklet Change Your Life. And check out other helpful 
material, all free of charge, at our online Learning Center. Ph
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Thessalonians 5%3A3&version=NKJV
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
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 PEACE
“Shalom.” 

“Peace to you.” 
“May you have peace.” 
In various forms throughout many cultures around 

the world, the word peace is a common greeting and a 
courteous farewell. It’s been the subject of many songs, 
books and global summits throughout human history. 
Some noble individuals have made it their life’s purpose 
and have actively promoted living a life of peace. 

But what is it, really? Is peace something that can be 
found in the human heart? Can we actually have peace 
of mind? Is there really a possibility for world peace? 
And on the home front, is peace something that can be 
put into practice regularly in the family? 

What is peace? 
Peace is one of those words that can mean different 
things to different people based on context. It can be 

a sense of tranquility and calm, a feeling of safety, 
deep contentment and the list goes on. A biblical 
definition reveals an essential layer of meaning: “To 
be spiritually minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:6, 
emphasis added). 

So to understand and teach God’s version of peace, 
we must be able to think like He does and be 
spiritually minded. A helpful way to explain and 
define this concept to our children is this: “being in 
harmony with God.” We can think of the analogy of 
musical instruments as we teach this principle to our 
children. If we are the musical instrument, we must 
be “in tune” with God—or in agreement with Him. 
When we’re “out of tune” with Him and His purpose, 
we are no longer harmonious but discordant—in direct 
conflict with Him.

Peace is a blessing from God, offered to those who are 
actively pursuing it and applying it in their lives. “Grace 

Parents: This excerpt from a Bible study for parents is part of our Encourage, Equip & Inspire 
parenting resource. Find the rest on the Learning Center of our website.

 Being in Harmony With God and His Plan

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/youth-development/
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to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ” is a frequent greeting found in the New 
Testament epistles. This was much more than just a 
way of saying “hello.” It was a heartfelt expression of a 
prayerful request that God’s people experience unity 
and a special blessing. 

Explain to your children that godly peace is a gift of 
God’s Spirit (Galatians 5:22), one that can be multiplied 
in our lives (1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:2). 

Barriers to peace 
Most people are more familiar with the opposites of 
peace in life. Our human history is a sad collection 
of wars and conflicts, which continue to this day. 
Breakdowns in peaceful communication lead to 
problems in relationships, readily evident in divorce 
statistics and domestic disputes. Even our hectic, fast-
paced lives contribute to a lack of peace. How recently 
have you or someone in your family experienced 
overwhelming stress, for example? 

We can’t control what happens on a global or national 
scale, or even what’s going on down the street, but we 
can control the barriers to peace that exist within our 
own homes and hearts. 
When events in our homes feel out of control and 
discord is flaring, it can be helpful to assess the 
following: 
• Is everyone getting enough quality sleep?
• Has the family routine been disrupted by travel, 

illness, death in the family, job or house transfer, 
or any other unexpected or traumatic event? 

• Does someone in the family have a major project, 
performance or exam deadline approaching? 

• Is everyone in the family getting enough regular 
exercise? 

• Is everyone eating consistent, healthy meals? 
• Have you and your spouse been arguing often 

and in front of the kids?
• Has the family recently experienced significant 

financial strain? 
Any one of these issues can create an upheaval in the 

security and stability of the family structure. Multiple 
disruptions in these areas can cause great distress, 
uncertainty and fear. 

Physical methods of coping with stress and anxiety 
can be helpful in promoting peace and tranquility 
within the home. Some practical coping methods  
may include: 
• Establishing a regular daily routine or rhythm. 
• “Unplugging” from electronics and minimizing 

screen time. 
• Getting out into nature and admiring God’s creation. 
• Listening to relaxing music. 
• Spending quality, one-on-one time with your child, 

engaged in a favorite activity or quality dialogue. 
• Expressing yourself through art or completing a craft 

project. 
• Removing excess clutter from the home. 
• Getting regular exercise. 
• Eating well. 
• Going to bed at a reasonable time each night. 

While these methods are all beneficial and can 
certainly help alleviate some amount of tension and 
distress, alone they will not get to the root issue of a lack 
of peace. Why? Because when we are lacking in peace, it 
is ultimately an issue of the heart—a spiritual matter. 

Perhaps the greatest barrier to the pursuit of peace may 
be from placing trust in ourselves rather than in God. 
This kind of wrong focus is certainly a spiritual issue.

The war in the mind 
Scripture describes our natural state of mind as the 
“carnal mind” which regularly wars against God 
(Romans 8:7). The apostle Paul aptly described this 
internal war in which our minds are the battleground 
(Romans 7:14-23). 

Jesus’ half-brother James explained that wars and 
conflicts arise among us because of our own internal 
battles, selfishness and envy, which make us enemies 
of God (James 3:14-16; 4:1-4). Other aspects of the 
carnal mind, or “works of the flesh,” likewise prohibit 
us from seeking God’s will (Galatians 5:17, 19-21). 

Such an internal, spiritual battle requires a spiritual 
solution. Reassure your children that though this great 
spiritual battle is being waged in our minds, God has 
mercifully provided us with the weaponry capable 
of winning each battle—and ultimately the entire 
war: “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 



LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 15

but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
casting down arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). Help your children use 
the imagery of these verses to visualize besieging a 
powerful fortress that simply crumbles into dust when 
we put these weapons to work. 

The armor of God 
A full suit of spiritual armor is described in Scripture 
(Ephesians 6:11-17). We can regularly put on this 
spiritual armor and outfit ourselves with the 
weaponry necessary to fight and defend against any 
spiritual attack. 

When we are experiencing a lack of peace in our 
lives, it can be helpful to determine where our 
spiritual armor might be weak and where it might 
need repair. A lack of peace in our lives can mean 
we are losing an inner battle somewhere: our great 
enemy, Satan the devil, has found a weakness and 
gained a foothold. Perhaps we have lost our focus on 
truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace itself, faith, 
salvation or the Word of God. 

Again, we can use imagery to make this analogy 
vivid and real in our minds and to engage our 
children. Armor is meant to be worn into battle. Our 
spiritual armor has already seen war; it is not pristine. 
It is dented, burned, dusty and stained from regular 
use—or it should be. 

Where our armor has been breached, we have patched 
and repaired it. The quality of our repair work is a 
reflection of our relationship with the Manufacturer 
of the armor itself. Ideally, after a battle that we have 
lost, our patched armor should be stronger and more 
resilient in that area—because we have learned from 
our mistakes or trials, appealed to God for the solution, 
and are better prepared for the next encounter with the 
enemy. Regular strife, anxiety or discord in our lives 
means it’s time to patch our armor again. 

The gospel of peace 
Peace might seem like a counterintuitive component 
of that spiritual armor: “having shod your feet with the 

preparation of the gospel of peace” (Ephesians 6:15). 
Just how does one go into battle with peace? And  
why feet? 

Simply put, a well-equipped soldier needs stable 
footing to be most effective. And we are soldiers (2 
Timothy 2:3). When at war, a soldier must have reliable 
footgear, ready to march into battle at any moment. 
Compromised footgear—or worse, no gear—will leave a 
soldier particularly vulnerable to attack, an easy target 
to immobilize. 

To avoid becoming immobilized, then, we must 
establish our foundation. That foundation is the 
message of peace and salvation described throughout 
the Gospel accounts and several New Testament 
epistles as the “kingdom of God” or “kingdom of 
heaven.” It is a message full of good news and hope for 
all humanity! This message began with Jesus Christ 
Himself (Matthew 4:17) and reflects a Kingdom of God 
that will be established for all eternity ruled by Him 
(Daniel 2:44; Luke 1:31-33; Revelation 11:15). (For a 
clearer picture of how this Kingdom begins, you and 
your children may wish to review the study “Feast of 
Tabernacles” in our Word of God section.) 

To be established in our preparation of that gospel of 
peace, we must make that Kingdom our base of 
operations—that which keeps us grounded as we 
encounter all obstacles in our daily lives. In that light, 
you and your children may enjoy making Matthew 
6:33 a special memory verse to keep that focus sharp: 
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you.” 

God’s Kingdom is described as “righteousness and 
peace and joy” (Romans 14:17). Ask yourself before 
reacting to a person or situation, Will my response 
reflect that Kingdom? Am I seeking peace? 

—Encourage, Equip & Inspire

Note: This is only the first part of the lesson on “Peace.” It 
continues with sections on getting self out of the way, 
peace of mind, rest assured, taking the first step, guard 
and guide scriptures and further recommended reading.

Find the rest of this lesson and many addition 
resources for parents by searching the “Encourage, Equip 
& Inspire” section online at lifehopeandtruth.com/eei.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/youth-development/shepherding-the-heart/peace/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/eei
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The Camera Doesn’t Lie
Always

s
For years, people have believed that the camera doesn’t lie—but 
cameras are more misleading than you might realize, and the 
truth is hard to photograph.

In 1824 Joseph Nicéphore Niépce took a picture with 
his camera.
That might not sound like a big deal—except for the 

fact that, until that day, no one had managed to take a 
permanent photograph before. Niépce’s camera was the 
end result of centuries’ worth of research and theories 
in the scientific community, and his picture marked the 
birth of the world of photography.

By 1839 the first commercially available cameras 
were on the market—and while it would be another 
half a century before George Eastman released his 
affordable Kodak model, it was now officially possible 
to document life through the lens of a camera.

The world would never be the same.

“The apparatus can’t mistake”
Thirty-five years after Niépce took his groundbreaking 
photograph, a play called The Octoroon debuted in New 
York. One of the characters has a camera of his own and 
is used to hearing “the homely folks” complain that 

their portraits don’t look right. He often explains, “The 
apparatus can’t mistake . . . You may mistake your phiz 
[face] but the apparatus don’t.”

(If they continue to complain that the photograph 
wasn’t agreeable, he follows up with a reminder that 
“the truth seldom is.”)

The apparatus can’t mistake. Sound familiar? Over 
time, the phrase has morphed a little, but the sentiment 
hasn’t. You’ve probably heard (or even used) the 
modern-day equivalent:

“The camera doesn’t lie.”
Strange thought, that. 
Niépce used a cumbersome box that had to be pointed 

at a subject for multiple days while the sun burned that 
image into the bitumen coating of a lithographic stone. 

Today, there are phones with lenses and sensors 
smaller than your fingertip designed to record not just 
a single frame, but entire videos—60 frames captured 
every second, each one recorded in 4K resolution and 
accompanied with perfectly crisp audio. 
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Two centuries of constant tweaks and upgrades, and 
yet the one thing that never really went away is the idea 
that the camera can’t lie.

Except, of course, it can.
And it does.
And it always will.

How the camera lies
It’s not really the fault of the camera. The camera 
is an impartial tool—but it’s a limited tool. It’s easy 
to think of a single photograph—or even an entire 
video—as capturing an accurate glimpse of reality. 
We like to believe that cameras capture the truth of a 
situation and preserve it for us to analyze with perfect 
objectivity.

But it’s not that simple.
Think about what happens when you click the shutter 

of a camera. You’re recording a specific fraction of a 
second, from a specific angle, using a specific depth of 
field, all filtered through a specific lens during specific 
lighting conditions. Change any of those variables—
just a single one—and the picture will change too. 
Sometimes dramatically.

Swapping from a wide-angle to a telephoto lens can 
make people look like they’re standing closer together 
than they really are. Repositioning a few light sources 
can turn a cheerful scene into one that’s ominous and 
foreboding. Narrowing the depth of field can draw 
attention to a single detail while blurring out the rest of 
the scene.

Videos can be manipulated in similar ways—and a 
few more. Videographers have to make decisions about 
audio fidelity and frame rates, both of which impact 
how the finished product is perceived.

As historical records, pictures and videos are 
inherently imperfect—and that’s when they’re not being 
intentionally manipulated.

“The dry plate can fib as badly as  
the canvas”
As technology develops, it’s becoming easier than ever 
to create misleading images and footage—although it 
was never impossible. In 1895 the Lincoln, Nebraska, 
Evening News remarked, “Photographers, especially 
amateur photographers, will tell you that the camera 
cannot lie. This only proves that photographers, 

especially amateur photographers, can, for the dry 
plate can fib as badly as the canvas on occasion.” 

With the advent of post-processing software like 
Photoshop and After Effects, it’s almost a trivial thing to 
add, remove or completely transform elements of pictures 
and videos, turning them into records of moments that 
never actually happened. With filters and deepfake 
technology, you can even fake the shot before you take it.

But visuals can be misleading even without the use of 
fancy software—all you need is false or fuzzy context. 
Images—moving or still—are powerful, and often take 
on a narrative of their own. 

Take The Roaring Lion, the iconic portrait of Winston 
Churchill. You’ve almost definitely seen it—the steely glare 
of the prime minister who led his country through the 
darkest days of 
World War II. His 
look of resolute 
determination 
and indefatigable 
focus holds the 
gaze of the camera 
without apology. 

As the USC 
Fisher Museum 
of Art put it, 
“That defiant 
and scowling 
portrait became 
an instant icon of 
Britain’s stand against fascism.”

Do you know why Churchill was scowling in that 
portrait?

Because the photographer took away his cigar.
It’s true. Look it up. The photographer, Yousuf Karsh, 

didn’t want Churchill’s cigar in the photo, and when 
the already grumpy Churchill ignored Karsh’s request, 
Karsh decided to remove the cigar himself. 

“By the time I got back to my camera,” wrote Karsh, 
“he looked so belligerent he could have devoured me. It 
was at that instant that I took the photograph” (Faces of 
Our Time, 1971).

And that’s the story of the scowl—not a glimpse of 
Churchill’s determination to put an end to the Nazi 
scourge that threatened the world, but indignation at 
the audacity of the photographer who took his cigar.
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But the world didn’t know that (at least, not for a 
while). Deprived of context, the picture told an entirely 
different story—and that’s the story that stuck.

(There’s a second, less-famous portrait from that 
session—a smiling Churchill, amused by Karsh’s stunt. 
That’s worth looking up too.)

How skeptical should we be of pictures?
To recap: the apparatus can make mistakes. Cameras 
lie (or at least misrepresent the truth) all the time, 
automatically, unintentionally. Because of those 
inherent limitations, it is impossible for photos and 
footage to convey anything more than a fragment of 
the bigger picture. 

When we treat that fragment as the complete picture, 
it’s easy to walk away with a distorted view of a situation.

So what’s the lesson here? Treat every visual aid with 
extreme suspicion and always assume that everything 
you see is part of a bigger conspiracy to manipulate 
public opinion?

Not exactly. It’s important to be aware of the natural 
shortcomings and pitfalls of visual media, and it’s 
doubly important to be aware that there are people out 
there who are all too happy to take advantage of those 
shortcomings. 

But the real question here isn’t about how paranoid 
we should be—it’s about who we should trust.

God sees what the cameras can’t
To truly capture everything happening in a given 
situation, a camera would have to be omnipresent 
and omniscient—existing everywhere, observing 
everything. 

There’s not a camera in the world that can do that—
but there is a God who can.

The Bible tells us that “the eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth” (2 Chronicles 16:9). 
But God operates with more than just a satellite view 
of the earth: “And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account” (Hebrews 4:13).

Imagine being able to see everything.
All at once.
All the time.
And not just to see it, but to understand it, to 

comprehend it, and to know what to do about it. 

Imagine knowing all of that and then going one step 
further—seeing beyond the physical world and into  
the hearts and minds of the entire earth. “For the  
Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart”  
(1 Samuel 16:7).

That’s what God sees.

Trusting God to see what we can’t
Niépce’s incredible invention of the camera gave 
us a way to record moments in time and space—but 
that’s all they are. Moments. Slivers of a much bigger 
something. And even when we have access to 10,000 
of those slivers in high definition and with clear audio, 
we still aren’t seeing everything there is to see. We 
can’t possibly. 

And we do our worldview a disservice when we think 
a few minutes of footage or a well-framed picture is 
enough to give us perfect insight into every unseen 
layer and complicated facet of a given situation.

The good news is that we don’t need to have that 
insight. We just have to trust the God who does have it. 
And, in sharp contrast to the camera, which can’t help 
but distort the truth, the God that we serve “cannot 
lie” (Titus 1:2).

That’s an incredible description. This verse doesn’t 
say, “God, who will not lie,” but, “God, who cannot lie.” 
Deception and dishonesty are so far from His nature 
that the very thought of lying is abhorrent to Him 
(Proverbs 6:16-19).

As Christians, we have to trust that the God who 
cannot lie—the God who sees all things as naked and 
open—the God who holds the depths of the earth in 
His hands (Psalm 95:4)—has the power and wisdom 
and character to handle things that are bigger than us. 
We have to trust that He has the perspective and the 
knowledge to lay out the rules dividing “life and good, 
death and evil” (Deuteronomy 30:15).

Then we have to go one step further, putting that trust 
into action by following where He leads and living like 
He commands.

The camera always lies. Better to trust in the God 
who can’t. 

Want to get to know God a little better? Try our free 
seven-day Journey “Knowing God.”

—Jeremy Lallier

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/journey-1-knowing-god
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Probably one of the top Bible memory verses of all 
time is 1 Corinthians 10:31: “Therefore, whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 

glory of God.” 
These words have been emblazoned on plaques, note 

cards, shirts, mugs, magnets and bumper stickers. 
They’ve made it into countless books, blog posts and 
religious podcasts. 

And that’s wonderful. We should always keep this 
biblical teaching in the forefront of our minds. 

But there’s also a potential snare with this verse being 
so familiar. That is, we can start to assume we fully 
understand it, even if we don’t. We might only have a 
vague notion of what it really means to bring glory to 
God, and not take the time to consider what we should 
be doing to implement this command.

So what exactly does it mean to glorify or give 
glory to God? 

Dictionaries and Bible commentaries generally 
define the word glorify as “to bestow high esteem, 
respect, or reverence.” The word translated “glorify” is 
also translated in the Bible as “give honor.” We glorify 
or honor God when we acknowledge, value or exalt 
His attributes and acts—His holiness, perfect character, 
magnificence, wisdom and omnipotence. 

We also honor God when we think and act in ways that 
reflect Him and show evidence of His hand in our lives.

To truly honor God, we need to think about specific 
steps we should take to live by 1 Corinthians 10:31. If 
we don’t, it’s so easy to relegate this verse in our minds 
to simply a nice-sounding catchphrase.

I’ve talked with numerous ministers, as well as other 
individuals who I know take honoring God seriously, 
to get their thoughts on this subject. From these 
conversations, I’ve gathered 10 practical ways to glorify 
God in your everyday life.

1. Make time for God. 
When we truly revere God, we will pursue a close 
relationship with Him. That means setting aside time 
for prayer, Bible study and meditation each day. 

What does it mean 
to “do all to the 
glory of God”? How 
can we give glory 
to God? Here are 
10 practical ways 
to show honor to 
our loving Creator.

How to  
Honor God
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Give God your best time—typically at the start 
of the day, rather than late at night when you’re 
tired. Don’t let your work schedules, household 
projects, entertainment, recreational pursuits, social 
commitments or other activities preoccupy you to the 
point that you neglect your relationship with God. 

Making time for God tells Him you value His way of 
life and want His guidance and direction.

2. Praise God. 
To praise God is to glorify Him verbally. We do this 
when we sing hymns at church. We can sing worship 
songs at other times too. I know families who sing 
hymns together before or after dinners, or even when 
they’re in the car running errands.

We should also praise God in our prayers. Extol Him 
for His mercy, patience, faithfulness, righteousness, 
generosity and love, and for being our Creator, 
Sustainer and Life Giver.

Another idea is to start each day by reading a Psalm. 
One minister described the Psalms as “pure worship.” 
The objective of so many of them is simply to praise 
God or to express admiration for His creation. Reading 
the Psalms can help us learn how to better praise God. 

3. Thank God.
Giving thanks to God is another way we honor Him 
and glorify His name (Psalms 50:23; 86:12). We should 
thank God in our prayers for how He has blessed us and 
intervened in our lives, and for His plan of salvation 
and Jesus’ sacrifice. 

Expressing gratitude to God places our focus on 
Him and takes it off ourselves. When we thank God, 
we are telling Him how much we need Him and 
acknowledging that He is the One who gives us the 
strength and the means to live our lives.

Strive to keep a mind-set of gratitude throughout 
your day. Think about the many things God has given 
you and the situations He has helped you get through. 
If you’ve been successful at an endeavor of some kind, 
look for God’s hand in it and give Him the glory and 
thanks for what He has done. 

4. Trust God. 
Trusting God means believing His promises to 
care for us and depending on Him for everything. 

When things are going well for us, we must put our 
primary confidence in God—not our bank accounts, 
education level, intellect, abilities or connections 
with “important” people. When we’re facing trials 
and challenges, we should think, “I still trust God 
and know He won’t let me down.” We should “cast all 
[our] anxiety” on God (1 Peter 5:7, New International 
Version) and not allow ourselves to worry. 

God is glorified when we don’t doubt His Word, 
but instead see Him as the loving Father and faithful 
Creator He is (1 Peter 4:19).

5. Treat others with dignity.
God loves each of us—as imperfect as we are. We honor 
God when we, too, show love, concern, respect and 
kindness to other people. 

Scripture directs us to “be kind to one another,” 
“esteem others better than” ourselves and “honor 
all people” (Ephesians 4:32; Philippians 2:3; 1 Peter 
2:17). In everyday terms this can mean showing 
understanding to a waiter who’s provided poor 
service, not keeping our neighbors awake at night 

with loud music, maintaining a courteous demeanor 
after someone’s been rude to us, not disparaging 
government leaders (or anyone), or being patient with 
difficult coworkers or bad drivers. 

Every human being is created in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:27) and has the potential to be part of God’s 
family. Keeping this vision in mind can help us learn 
to see others as God does and to develop a greater 
appreciation for how God works with mankind.

6. Be generous. 
I know many people who are wonderful examples 
of sharing what they have to be a blessing to others. 
They’ll give away produce from their gardens, buy 

We honor God when we want 
what He wants and value what 
He values. Before we say or do 

anything, we should make sure it 
aligns with God’s Word.”

“
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unexpected gifts for people, house individuals who 
need a place to stay, contribute funds to those who are 
hurting financially, regularly host dinner guests, and 
on and on. 

Truly they are doing what it says in Proverbs 3:9: 
“Honor the Lord with your possessions.” This is 
something we all should strive to do, particularly if 
we’ve been blessed financially.

When we are generous, it shows God we are 
internalizing His values—that we are using our 
lives not just to amass fortunes for ourselves, but to 
develop an outgoing concern for others. Sharing is 
also a way to thank God for what He has blessed us 
with and to demonstrate our continued trust in Him 
to supply our needs.

7. Use your talents to serve others.
God has endowed each of us with certain capabilities 
or talents. In 1 Peter 4:10 Peter encourages us to be 
“good stewards” of whatever gifts we’ve been given. 
That might include music or art talent, listening or 
hospitality skills, management or teaching abilities, 
and so on.

As stewards of these gifts, we should be developing 
and using our talents to serve others. 

I can think of people who are good with kids 
who volunteer with their church youth program. 
I know others who have a knack for technology 
who regularly help senior citizens with computer 
installations and repairs. This can also mean using 
your job skills to do your best at work and to serve 
your boss. 

When we use our talents, we show God that we 
appreciate what He’s given to us. Moreover, serving is 
another way we tell God we’re concerned about other 
people and not just ourselves. 

8. Take care of your body. 
God expects us to also be good stewards of the 
bodies He has given us. This is basically what Paul 
admonished the Corinthians to do when he urged 
them to “honor God with your bodies” (1 Corinthians 
6:20, NIV). 

Try to eat a well-balanced diet, avoid using 
cigarettes and harmful drugs, don’t abuse alcohol, 
exercise regularly, keep stress levels down and get 

enough sleep. If we’re physically fit, we’ll be better able 
to serve and fulfill the roles God gives us. 

Choose clothing and groom yourself in ways that 
reflect godly values. We should dress modestly so as to 
not call improper attention to ourselves. God is holy 
and pure, and He wants us to be also.

9. Choose godly entertainment.
Our media choices, too, should reflect God’s 
values. The Bible tells us to “abhor what is evil” and 
“abstain from every form of evil” (Romans 12:9; 1 
Thessalonians 5:22). If we are entertaining ourselves 
with television shows, movies, websites, music, video 
games, novels, etc., that are loaded with profanity, 
violence, sexual immorality or demonic themes, we 
are giving homage to Satan, not God.

A friend told me that before she watches anything on 
TV, she asks herself if it passes the Philippians 4:8 test—
meaning if something isn’t true, noble, just, pure, lovely 
or virtuous, she doesn’t watch it. 

We honor God when we select entertainment that is 
compatible with biblical standards.

10. Align your will with God’s.
The bottom line is we honor God when we want what 
He wants and value what He values. Before we say or 
do anything, we should make sure it aligns with God’s 
Word. We mustn’t allow ourselves to desire something 
that contradicts God’s way of life or would make it 
harder to follow Him. 

As one person I know put it: “I might want to win the 
$100 million lottery, but I know that much wealth could 
distract me from seeking God, so I’m not going to set 
my heart on that.”

Christ said in John 14:15: “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments.” We glorify God by striving to follow 
the example of our elder Brother, Jesus Christ, who kept 
all of God’s commands. When we emulate Christ, we 
are placing God’s way of life in high esteem. It also puts 
on display what God can do in our lives. 

None of us will glorify God perfectly. But even when 
we fall short, we must keep working at it. We should 
never stop looking to God for direction. 

That is what God wants to see from us, and ultimately, 
how we truly honor Him.

—Becky Sweat
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Our readers live in countries around the world, 
and governments are changing all the time. I 
admit I don’t know which country you live in, 

or all the strengths and weaknesses of all the leaders 
around the world.

But still I strongly believe you should pray for the 
leaders of your nation. And the local leaders in your 
area. And the leaders of other nations as well.

I don’t mean just the good leaders, but all leaders. 
Why?

Praying for government leaders
Here’s how the apostle Paul explained it:

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for 

all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
reverence” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

We should pray for all people! When we pray for 
government leaders, who often have some influence 
over how hard or easy our lives are, we can ask for God 
to cause the leaders to allow us to live a peaceful life.

So many live under unfair, oppressive and corrupt 
governments. Their wish is for the government to just 
leave them alone.

You can see this sentiment in a scene from the 
musical Fiddler on the Roof. The rabbi was asked if 
there was a blessing for the czar. He replied, “May God 
bless and keep the czar . . . far away from us.”

Many living under oppressive regimes can relate, 

When God says we should be praying for leaders, does He mean the good 
ones? Or all leaders, good and bad? What will be the solution to our 
leadership crisis?

Praying for Leaders
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though I am not advocating the 
sarcasm. Paul said our prayers 
should reflect God’s view of all 
people. We must remember that 
each person is a potential child  
of God!

“For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Savior, 
who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (verses 3-4).

Good and bad leaders
Of course, it’s easier to pray for 
leaders when they do good things 
and promote justice. As Solomon 
wrote: “When the righteous are 
in authority, the people rejoice; 
but when a wicked man rules, the 
people groan” (Proverbs 29:2).

But it may be even more important to pray for 
leaders when they are not so good—and when their 
actions can impact your life and the mission of the 
Church to preach the gospel to the world.

Jesus did say His Kingdom is not of this world 
(John 18:36). In some ways, since Adam and Eve 
rejected Him in the Garden of Eden, He has taken 
a hands-off approach. He has allowed humanity to 
keep eating from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. All these personal choices about what we 
consider right and wrong have added up to the evil 
society we have today.

(All this raises the question: Why does God allow 
bad government and other evils? Our free booklet 
Why Does God Allow Evil and Suffering? explores this 
important question from the Bible.)

But God has not gone far off. He is not disinterested. 
He is still completely in charge.

God rules in the affairs of men
God tells us that He is ultimately in charge, even 
though He has allowed the mix of good and evil we 
have now. He even allows evil leaders—for a time. 

God allowed cruel King Nebuchadnezzar to gain great 
power, but at one point He corrected him by allowing 
him to live like an animal for seven years, “until you 

know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, 
and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Daniel 4:32).

In this context, Daniel even noted that God gives 
leadership over the kingdom of men “to whomever He 
will, and sets over it the lowest of men” (verse 17).

When Paul wrote to the Romans, the evil Emperor 
Nero was in charge! Yet Paul wrote:

“Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 
the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 
judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid 
of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same” (Romans 13:1-3).

We are to respect the position of authority, even if the 
leader filling it is not respectable or honorable. We must 
not be like those Jude warned about:

“Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and speak evil of dignitaries” (Jude 1:8).

But, even though God allows evil, corrupt and 
incompetent leaders now, He won’t allow them to rule 
much longer. There is good news on the horizon, and 
we need to pray for that too.

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”
With all the problems facing our world that are beyond 
human ability to solve, we most of all need to be praying 
for the return of the most important Leader, Jesus Christ. 

He promised to return to save humanity from 
self-destruction (Matthew 24:22). He told us to pray, 
“Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10) because God’s 
government is the only government that can truly 
bring justice, peace and prosperity (Micah 4:1-4).

Isaiah prophesied, “Of the increase of His government 
and peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:7).

No wonder Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God is 
called the gospel—the good news! And no wonder, when 
Jesus said, “Surely I am coming quickly,” the apostle 
John replied, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 
(Revelation 22:20).

Learn more about the good news of God’s perfect 
government in our free booklet The Mystery of the 
Kingdom.

—Mike BennettPh
ot
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https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/why-does-god-allow-evil
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
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CHRISTIANITY
I N  P R O G R E S S

God gave us temporary bodies.
It’s pretty easy to ignore that truth for the first 

couple of decades of our lives, but eventually 
the aging process catches up with all of us.

That process can be a depressing one. Sure, these 
might be temporary bodies, but they’re our temporary 
bodies. Watching them slowly become less efficient and 
less effective is hard.

As we get older, everyday tasks start taking more 
time to finish. Injuries take longer to heal. Aches and 
pains come without warning and refuse to leave. Eyes 
and ears see and hear less than they used to. The gap 
between what we want to do and what we can do begins 
to widen. The world feels like it’s changing faster than 
we can keep up with it.

Even in a congregation full of God’s people, there 
comes a point when it’s easy for elderly members to feel 
like a burden, unable to contribute the way they used to.

Maybe you’ve felt that. Maybe you’ve wondered, as 
you’ve gotten older, if you really have anything left to 
contribute at all.

All members have a role to play
That was never a question in Paul’s mind. He wrote that 
the Church, the spiritual Body of Christ, is “ joined and 
knit together by what every joint supplies, according 

to the effective working by which every part does its 
share” (Ephesians 4:16). 

“Every part.” There are no qualifications in that verse. 
Paul didn’t write that “every part does its share—unless 
it has nothing to contribute.” The very fact that you are 
in the Body of Christ means you do have something 
to contribute—that God Himself decided you have 
something to contribute. “But now God has set the 
members, each one of them, in the body just as He 
pleased” (1 Corinthians 12:18).

Anticipating that some members would feel unequal 
to the task, Paul added, “Those members of the body 
which seem to be weaker are necessary” (verse 22), 
explaining that God placed us where He did “that 
there should be no schism [or division] in the body, but 
that the members should have the same care for one 
another. And if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the 
members rejoice with it” (verses 25-26).

So, there it is. You have a role to play in the Body  
of Christ.

What does that role look like?

How elderly Christians can serve
It would be impossible to write an exhaustive list of  
all the ways elderly Church members can serve  

3 Valuable Ways Elderly Christians Can 
Serve Their Congregations
Old age has its challenges. The way we serve may have to change, but God has 
some special assignments uniquely suited to elderly Christians.
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their congregations. Every member is different,  
every situation is different, and every congregation  
is different.

And I’ll be the first to admit that I’m writing this from 
an outsider’s perspective. If you’re an older Christian, 
I don’t know exactly what it’s like to be where you are. 
I can’t pretend to fully understand what you deal with 
on a day-to-day basis, and I won’t insult you by acting 
like I can.

What we can do is look at a few broad strokes. The 
Bible has plenty to say on the subject, and while I’m 
not where you are, I can’t count the number of older 
Christians who have had a positive impact on my life 
through the years. That means I understand the impact 
you can have too.

The following are three specific ways you can serve 
your congregation—and while most Christians can do 
most of these things, you have the opportunity to do 
them in a special way.

1. Elderly Christians can build 
relationships.

You might be thinking, “Okay, sure, but can’t everyone 
in the congregation do this?”

You’re not wrong. Everyone in the congregation can 
(and should!) be making a concerted effort to build and 
strengthen relationships with those around them—but 
your effort can make the biggest difference of all. 

If you want to understand why, roll the clock back 
a few decades and think back to your coming-of-age 
years. How did you feel when people older than you 

welcomed you, accepted you and asked about your 
thoughts and opinions? How did you feel when they 
ignored you, snubbed you and mocked the things that 
mattered to you?

There’s the answer. 
The average congregation is made of multiple 

generations of Christians, and you have the ability to 
bridge those generational gaps in a way few others can. 
Paul wrote, “But now indeed there are many members, 
yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I 
have no need of you’; nor again the head to the feet, ‘I 
have no need of you’” (1 Corinthians 12:20-21). 

You can reach out to someone with less life 
experience than you and say through your actions, “I 
see you. I hear you. You matter.” That sort of approach 
could tear down generational divides and strengthen 
a congregation more than any single sermon ever 
could. 

It also opens the door to giving advice and sharing 
wisdom. You’ve spent more time on this planet than 
many people in your congregation, and as a result, 
you’ve seen and experienced quite a bit. You’ve 
learned valuable, hard-won lessons and gleaned 
pearls of insight into how life works.

But wisdom, advice and correction (especially 
correction) rarely translate well from one stranger to 
another. It’s a lot easier to hear, “That’s a bad idea,” from 
someone who knows you and loves you than it is to 
hear it from someone who hardly knows you at all. 

That’s part of what makes relationships so important. 
Building those bridges first makes it easier to give (and Ph
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sometimes even receive) both constructive criticism 
and advice in general.

2. Elderly Christians can set the 
example.

Of course, advice only counts for so much. What 
matters even more than your input is the way you live 
your life.

You are, first and foremost, a Christian. A disciple of 
Jesus Christ. The longer you’ve been living this way of 
life, the more apparent that should be in the things you 
say and do. When it is, others will notice. And when it 
isn’t, others will notice that too.

As an older Christian—especially if you’ve been 
following God for decades—you represent something. 
You are a living example of who a person can become 
after a lifetime of obedience to the Word of God.

Will others see a template they’d like to emulate? Or 
will they see a warning of what they’d like to avoid?

You don’t need to be perfect. No one’s expecting you 
to be. You’re a Christian in progress, just like the rest of 
us. But to many people in the congregation, you are a 
forerunner—someone who helped scout the trail the rest 
of us are walking. What others need to see from you is 
someone who is making an effort to do the right thing 
and whose life shows evidence of the fruit of the Spirit.

Paul told the Philippians, “Brothers, join in imitating 
me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us” (Philippians 3:17, English 
Standard Version). One of the best ways you can serve 
your congregation is by becoming an example others 
can follow.

3. Elderly Christians can pass the 
baton.

“Passing the baton” sounds a lot like “becoming 
obsolete,” but nothing could be further from the truth. 

In an actual relay race, as one runner approaches the 
end of his lap, the next runner starts running before 
the baton is passed.

Why? It helps keep the pace going. If the incoming 
runner had to grind to a halt while passing the baton 
to another stationary runner, the team would lose 
valuable seconds in their race. Instead, the baton is 
passed at a crucial moment—once both runners are in 
sync, running the same direction at the same speed.

In a spiritual sense, passing the baton isn’t about 
removing ourselves from the picture or becoming 
irrelevant. It’s about equipping the runners ahead of 
us to run their race—running in sync with them as we 
prepare them for the day when our portion of the race 
is finished. 

You won’t be here forever. Neither will the experiences, 
lessons and insights you’ve gained during your lifetime 
. . . unless you pass them on. That’s your baton; that’s the 
gift you can hand to the runner in front of you. 

You’ve learned so much during your race (both how 
to do things and how not to do things), and now you 
have the opportunity to share what you’ve learned with 
those setting out to run their race. 

As Paul approached the end of his race, he told 
Timothy, “But you be watchful in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also 
to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:5-8).

Paul cultivated a relationship with the young 
Timothy, he set an example Timothy could 
emulate, and he shared both hard-won lessons and 
encouragement with his “son in the faith” (1 Timothy 
1:2). As he neared his own personal finish line, he knew 
he had done everything in his power to pass on the 
baton God had given him.

Like Paul, you have the opportunity to confidently 
finish your race. God uniquely positioned you within 
the Body of Christ so that you can contribute to your 
congregation in a special way. Build relationships, set 
the example and, as often as you’re able, pass the baton 
to those who are starting to run. No one else can do 
these things quite like you.

—Jeremy Lallier

Suggestions welcome
This article was written at a reader’s suggestion. If 
you’d like to suggest a topic for future editions of 
“Christianity in Progress,” you can do so anonymously 
at lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/ideas/
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B a t s  a r e 
everywhere.
T h e y  l i v e  o n 
e v e r y  c o n t i n e n t 
(except  Antarct ica) , 
and they exist  across a 
spectrum of more than 1,200 
unique species. They’re mammals, 
but they’re the only mammals with wings, 
which makes them unique in the animal world.
Bats actually have pretty decent eyesight, which makes the 
old “blind as a bat” expression kind of amusing. However, most 
bats rely on a highly specialized technique known as echolocation in 
order to hunt their food. By emitting high-frequency pulses of sound 
(inaudible to the human ear) and listening to how that sound 
bounces off nearby objects, bats can target and capture 
tiny insects at high speeds. A whopping 70 percent of 
bats subsist entirely on insects, helping to control 
the local pest population and reduce the spread of 
insect-borne disease.
However, some bats, like the lesser long-nosed bat 
pictured here, eat mainly nectar and fruit and help 
with pollination like oversized bees. As they 
use their long tongues to reach the nectar 
in desert flowers, their face and neck 
fur becomes coated in pollen, 
which then gets taken to the 
next flower. 
Bats play valuable roles 
i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e 
ecosystems.

Pictured: Lesser long-
nosed bat (Leptonycteris 
yerbabuenae) sipping 
nectar from a desert 
agave plant
Photo by James Capo
Text by James Capo 
and Jeremy Lallier

Nifty Neighbors of the Night

Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation



28 DISCERN January/February 2021

Surprising Truths 
From the Olivet Prophecy:  
The Sermon Within the Prophecy 

CHRIST
CHRISTIANITY

VERSUS

Though Jesus’ Olivet Discourse seems primarily about prophetic 
events, embedded within its prophecies are spiritual lessons for 
end-time Christians.

Over the past year, we have been exploring Jesus’ 
Olivet Discourse in this column.

When we consider this passage, we typically think 
of prophecies and warnings—not instruction on 
Christian living. For that, most would read one of Jesus’ 
other teachings (such as the Sermon on the Mount). 
But though the emphasis of the Olivet Discourse is 
prophecy, it also contains guidance on how Christians 
should live their lives. 

Found within these prophecies, there’s also a 
sermon. Sometimes the points of this sermon are easy 
to recognize, and sometimes we have to dig them 
out—but they are there. When we isolate and examine 
these points, we discover Jesus gave a lot of spiritual 
instruction for end-time Christians. 

So let’s examine the points of this sermon.

Spiritually surviving the end time 
Since Jesus was talking about the events that will 

surround the end of the age, we can consider this 

sermon directly targeted to His people living in the 
end times. Perhaps we could title it “Seven Points for 
Spiritually Surviving the End Time.”
1. Don’t be shaken or troubled by what happens 

around you. After warning of the coming of “wars 
and rumors of wars,” Jesus admonished us: “See 
that you are not troubled” (Matthew 24:6). The 
Greek word translated “troubled” means to be 
“troubled in mind, to be frightened, alarmed.”

Jesus knew that the frightening conditions of 
the end time could cause His followers to become 
paralyzed by the fear and horror surrounding 
them. Fear can cause Christians to lose faith and 
focus and to regress spiritually. 

We’ve witnessed a small taste of this over the past 
year with the pandemic. While we should certainly 
respect the danger and do all we can to be cautious 
and safe, we shouldn’t allow the virus to cause us to 
be “troubled” and paralyzed with fear. 

God’s people should approach the end times 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2360&t=KJV
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remembering these words of God preserved in 
Isaiah 41:10: “Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.”

2. Diligently maintain godly love. As He was talking 
about persecution and end-time deception, Jesus 
predicted that societal relationships will completely 
break down, causing people to “be offended . . . betray 
one another, and . . . hate one another” (Matthew 
24:10). Jesus warned that “the love of many will grow 
cold” (verse 12). 

Implied in His warning is encouragement to do 
the opposite:
• Don’t be offended. 
• Don’t betray one another. 
• Don’t allow hatred for others into your life.
• Keep your love warm and active. 

As we see the world growing more bitter, divided 
and hateful, it is important that Christians take 
this warning and encouragement seriously and 
not allow their love to “grow cold” as well. We have 
to maintain spiritual warmth. For more insight 
on this issue, read our article “Staying Warm in a 
Spiritually Cold World.”

3. Don’t grow weary and give up—endure to the end. 
Immediately after stating that the love of many 
would grow cold, Jesus made another statement 
with serious spiritual implications: “He who 
endures to the end shall be saved” (verse 13). 

Jesus was saying that only those who consistently 
and faithfully practice His way until His return (or 
until they die) will receive salvation. Throughout 
the ages, one of the greatest threats for Christians 
has been growing weary or distracted—and 
giving up. Some Christians start strong, but don’t 
maintain active, living faith throughout their lives. 

There are scores of scriptures encouraging 
Christians to remain steadfast and consistent. The 
apostle Paul made the point in a very powerful way. 
He said that eternal life (which is synonymous with 
salvation) will be given to “those who by patient 
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, 
and immortality” (Romans 2:7, emphasis added). 

For more insight on this important topic, read 
“Run With Endurance” and “Endure to the End.”

4. Be involved in preaching the gospel. Jesus 
prophesied that “this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached . . . and then the end will come” (Matthew 
24:14). This prophecy shows that the true gospel 
will reach the entire world. This is the work of the 
Church of God. Jesus not only commissioned that 
work through this prophecy, but also in His parting 
words to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20. 

The Church’s mission to proclaim the gospel to 
the world is not optional. It is actually a byproduct 
of point 2—maintaining love for others. 

God’s people are motivated to preach the gospel 
out of love for people. They want to see other people 
learn the truths of God’s Word and change their 
lives. So they work together to make sure those 
truths are taught and available to as many people 
as possible. 

That’s why we publish this magazine and produce 
all the other content on LifeHopeandTruth.com. 
We are trying to do our part to make God’s 
truth accessible to people. Christians also have a 
responsibility, as individuals, to set an example and 
be ready to share “the hope that is in you” when 
they have the opportunity (1 Peter 3:15).

5. Strive to be prophetically educated and watchful. 
When Jesus discussed the Great Tribulation and 
all the things that will occur before He returns, He 
interwove His prophecies with hints that His people 
would be able to look at events and know what is 
(and isn’t) occurring. His people would know about 
the abomination of desolation (Matthew 24:15), 
they would understand why they need to flee at a 
certain time (verses 16-21), and they would know 
the difference between impostor christs and the 
real returning Christ (verses 23-27). 

In order to know these things, they have to be 
knowledgeable of the Bible’s prophecies—and be 
watching the world around them. Later in the 
discourse, Christ plainly tells His followers to 
“watch” so that end-time events and Christ’s second 
coming don’t sneak up on them unexpectedly and 
find them unprepared (verses 36-42). 

So Christians today should be studying prophecy 
and watching what is happening in the world. That’s 
why we often write about prophecy and world 
news. Check out our booklet How to Understand 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/staying-warm-in-a-spiritually-cold-world/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/staying-warm-in-a-spiritually-cold-world/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/christian-living/run-with-endurance/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/endure-to-the-end/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
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Prophecy. It is designed to help you develop a better 
understanding of the grand overview of prophecy. 

6. Stay ready and be prepared for Christ’s return. 
The primary reason Christians should be educated 
about prophecy and aware of world events is so 
they will “be ready” for Christ’s return to earth 
(verse 44). Christ encouraged us to be on alert and 
spiritually prepared for His return. He went on to 
describe what a “ready” Christian will look like. 
“Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he 
comes, will find so doing” (verse 46). 

Doing is an important concept in the New 
Testament. True Christianity is to be an active way 
of life. Just having knowledge and a belief system 
isn’t enough—those who will be “ready” for Christ’s 
return are those actively living His way and doing 
His will. 

Paul said that only “the doers of the law will be 
justified” (Romans 2:13). Part of being a doer is 
learning about and actively obeying the law of God 
in our lives. James wrote that we are to be “doers of 
the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22). 

Those who will be ready for Christ’s return are 
“doers” of God’s law and Word. Are you doing 
that? The world is getting more dangerous, and the 
warning signs of end-time events are all around us. 
Now is the time to get serious about being a doer. 

Which leads us naturally into our final point. 
7. Don’t hold off to the last minute. Though Matthew 

24 ends at verse 51, Matthew 25 continues the 
Olivet Discourse. Jesus transitioned to a parable 
about 10 virgins. (A parable is a fictional story told 
to illustrate a central point or lesson.) 

These 10 virgins were involved with a wedding; 
they were waiting for “the bridegroom” to arrive. 
Five of the 10 brought extra oil for their lamps, and 
five did not. When the late-night call came that 
the bridegroom was arriving, the first five were 
prepared and had enough oil to illuminate their 
path to go meet him. The other five did not have 
enough oil, causing them to be late to the wedding 
and locked out. 

In the parable, the virgins represent those called 
by God, the oil represents the Holy Spirit, and the 
bridegroom represents Jesus Christ. The main 
point is that we can’t hold off getting and using 
God’s Spirit until the last minute—just before Jesus 
returns. We have to be like the wise virgins and use 
God’s Spirit to grow in advance of the end times. 
That way, we will be ready and prepared when 
events start spiraling toward Christ’s return.

Don’t wait till the last minute!

Inherit the Kingdom
The Olivet Discourse gives us a prophetic checklist of 
events leading to Christ’s coming and the end of the 
age. But built into these prophecies are spiritual lessons 
particularly relevant and applicable to Christians in the 
end time. By extracting those spiritual lessons from the 
Olivet Prophecy, we also have a checklist of action items 
Christians will want to do.

Jesus Christ encourages us to heed these instructions, 
so He can welcome us: “Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).

—Erik Jones

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/understand-prophecy-booklet
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In 1808, when John Colter returned from a solo 
trip into the Rocky Mountains in what is today 
Wyoming, he told astounding stories of bubbling 
mud and boiling geysers shooting into the sky. 

Incredulous listeners mockingly dubbed the place 
Colter’s Hell; he must have found a passage to the 
netherworld!

But the stories were soon confirmed. Colter’s discovery 
would, in 1872, become Yellowstone, the world’s first 
national park.

Visiting here is a primordial experience. Hot springs, 
geysers, mud and paint pots, terraces and fumaroles 
number more than 10,000! The 500 geysers constitute 60 
percent of the world’s total. The park has its own Grand 
Canyon through which the Yellowstone River tumbles 
over stunning falls.

Where the buffalo roam
The Lamar Valley is the home of the largest herd of wild 
plains bison in North America. Seasonal populations 
reach 5,500, attracted in part by a winter climate 
gentled by the geothermal features. Our August visit 
fell during the rut, when bulls mix with herds of cows. 
We lost count of how many times we had to stop our 
Jeep to allow herds to cross the road. In our four-day 
visit we spotted elk, pronghorns, wolves, and black and 
grizzly bears. 

The source of the geothermal activity making 
Yellowstone unique is one of the world’s largest 
supervolcanoes. The caldera covers a surface area of 
30 by 45 miles (about 50 by 75 kilometers); the rim is 
conspicuous in places.

Danger underground
Delighted in these wonders, I was still vaguely aware 
that a few miles underground a giant magma chamber 
was capable of an eruption so great, the ash, dust and 
resulting acidic rains would threaten life in all of North 
America, even the world. Such extinction-level events 
have happened in the distant past, so the Yellowstone 
Volcano Observatory constantly monitors to detect 
sudden earthquakes or volcanic gases that would 
indicate danger.

That such catastrophes have not happened for 
millennia doesn’t mean they never will. 

Underground and Behind the Scenes

Jesus prophesied the worst calamity that will ever 
come upon the earth: “For then there will be great 
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning 
of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And 
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 
saved [physically alive]; but for the elect’s sake those days 
will be shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22). 

Jesus foretold disasters both natural and man-made 
before His return (verses 7, 30).

Where is the promise of His coming?
Most people will refuse to believe it. Some will mock 
those who take care. They will say: “Where is the promise 
of His coming [ending this present age]? For since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of creation” (2 Peter 3:4). 

Jesus warned that most people will be oblivious to 
these world-shaking events: “But as the days of Noah 
were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For 
as in the days before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until 
the flood came and took them all away, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37-39).

Our Creator has given us many joys to relish in this 
life, but we must not forget there is more to the world 
than what meets the eye. The end of this age is certain to 
come violently, and for most, unexpectedly.

Where is the promise of His coming? Whether we 
believe it or not, it still stands.

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker
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https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/second-coming/
https://twitter.com/JoelMeeker
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