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He seemed really out of place, and I’m sure I wasn’t the 
only one sneaking some “I wonder what he’s doing here” 
looks out of the corner of my eye. You don’t really expect 
to see a rough-looking, biker-type guy in a museum, 
especially one displaying biblical artifacts. 

But there he was—bearded, a bandana covering his head 
with a long braided ponytail snaking out the back, leather 
vest, tattoos covering his arms, big chain necklace—
looking like he would be more at home in a dingy bar with 
a motorcycle gang than perusing the Milwaukee Public 
Museum’s special exhibit of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

This remarkable collection of Bible relics was on display 
for several months in early 2010 and attracted tens of 
thousands of visitors. 

Including my wife and me—and “biker guy.”

So looking forward to that time
Lingering for different lengths of time reading the 

information panels, my wife and I gradually separated as 
we worked our way through the exhibit rooms. Eventually, 
she found herself standing next to biker guy looking at the 
20-foot-long replica of the Isaiah scroll. 

When I eventually caught up to her, she said, “You 
should have been here.”

“Why?”
“As we were looking at the scroll, when we came to the 

section from chapter 11 he began reading it out loud.” 
That’s where Isaiah lays out the marvelous vision God 

gave of the time after Christ returns to this earth. The 
words he recited in the English translation were these:

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
And a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 

Their young ones shall lie down together; 
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play by the

cobra’s hole, 
And the weaned child shall put his hand

in the viper’s den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My

holy mountain, 
For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
As the waters cover the sea.”
He paused for a moment, then, as if talking only to himself, 

said, “I am so looking forward to when that time comes!”

The good news that gives hope
This is not the first time I’ve been embarrassed by having 

to relearn the old lesson that “you shouldn’t judge a book 
by its cover.” You never know, just by looking at someone, 
what he has been through in life. One short statement, 
though, clearly revealed that something in biker guy’s past 
had instilled in him a deep desire for a far better world, one 
of peace and safety, of love for God and our fellow man.

Had you been standing there, you probably would have 
replied, “Me too!” Regardless of where you live, how you 
have lived, what you have experienced, I suspect that 
we all share with biker guy a sincere longing for a better 
world. And probably you have figured out that only God 
can bring that about. 

Reading the articles “You Need Some Good News” and 
“Learning to Live Again” reminded me of biker guy. It also 
reminded me of why we publish Discern. We try to provide 
a steady stream of helpful articles on godly living, but 
our deepest core value is this: We believe in Jesus Christ’s 
promise to return and bring a new world, and we are 
dedicated to proclaiming this good news—the gospel of 
the Kingdom of God—to all the world.

We hope that gives you hope! And we hope that you, too, 
are “so looking forward to when that time comes!”

H
THE GOOD NEWS AND THE BIKER

His comments were 
unexpected, but  
oh so meaningful!

Clyde Kilough
Editor

CONSIDER
THIS
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Christianity?
Decline of

Why the

Why are so many Christians 
losing their faith? Is Christianity 

irrelevant to people in the 
21st century? Or is it actually 

modern Christianity that is 
irrelevant to God?

By Clyde Kilough
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T
he evidence is weighty and 
undeniable—Christianity 
in the West is crumbling. 
Its authority and influence 
is fading; its adherents are 
disengaging.

The erosion started slowly, but has 
picked up steam. A quick Internet 
search on “decline of Christianity” 
brings up such headlines as:
• Christianity is dying in the  

United Kingdom.
• Losing faith: why Italians are 

spurning the Church.
• Australian census shows dramatic 

decline for Christianity, sharp rise 
of the “nonreligious.”

• Christianity is a dying religion for 
Millennials in Europe.

• The rise and fall of Christian 
Canada.

• The terminal decline of 
Christianity in New Zealand.

• U.S. church membership down 
sharply in past two decades.

While its numbers are growing 
in Latin America and Africa, 
Christianity in its historical power 
bases is in undeniable decline. Fewer 
people are claiming it, and even 
fewer of those who claim it actually 
practice it seriously.

Traditional Christianity is becoming 
irrelevant. I’m a Christian, and I 
couldn’t be happier. 

Or sadder.

The happy/sad 
conundrum

Happier? Because the silent voice of 
the masses walking away may finally 
grab the attention of those who have 
been ignoring the few voices crying 
out, “Something’s wrong!” Maybe the 

“church is irrelevant” message will be 

the “hello, it’s not working!” wake-up 
call we desperately need to hear. 

At the heart and core of Christ’s 
teaching is the need for change—deep, 
personal, relevant, transformation 
into a better person and society—and 
the path to it. 

So, connect the dots: The turning 
away from Christianity is telling us 
that what its proponents are offering is 
not motivating people, not producing 
relevant change, not satisfactorily 
explaining life’s biggest questions.

I’m happy it’s not working, because 
it’s only in seeing the reasons for 
Christianity’s problems that we are 
going to see the solutions and the 
need for the reemergence of what God 
originally intended Christianity to be.

But it’s also sadly tragic, because 
the “tossing out the baby with the 
bathwater” syndrome means many, 
while tossing out the bathwater of 
religion, assume the relevance of God 
should go with it.

And what takes religion’s place? The 
popular mantra “I’m spiritual, just 
not religious” is leading many to opt 
for creating their own belief systems. 
So they are going to the cafeteria of 
religious ideology and saying, “I’ll have 
some of this, a little of that.” In other 
words, they’re becoming their own god, 
creating their own religious universe. 

Time will prove that approach to be 
like drawing water from an empty well.

So, while studies are pretty 
consistent in describing the changing 
landscape of Christianity, what is 
inconsistent are the analyses of why.

At the risk of stepping on a lot 
of religious toes, what follows are 
three simple but scripturally based 
answers to the question of why the 
decline of Christianity. Ph
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Irrelevancy 
has become 
Christian

Christianity immediately started 
becoming irrelevant when irrelevancy 
started becoming Christian. 

What does that mean? First, a little 
biblical history: We humans have 
always had trouble doing even the 
simple things God asks of us. The 
Old Testament story of Israel and 
Judah reveals repeated cycles of their 
following God for a while but inevitably 
being drawn away. Often they were 
tempted to integrate their neighbors’ 
religious practices or to substitute 
their own ideas of righteousness.

We’ve been doing the same ever since. 
Christianity came on the scene, but from 
its inception, people quickly started 
altering nearly everything about it.

For humans to try to “improve” 
on God is not only arrogant and 
presumptuous, it also renders our 
religions irrelevant. The legitimacy of 
Christianity is totally dependent on 
whether its creator—Jesus the Christ, 
who was God on earth—is involved 
and active in it. 

If He isn’t, it’s irrelevant. 
Wouldn’t it seem logical that 

whatever Jesus and His apostles 
did, we should do; what they said, 
we should say? When churches 
desperately try to reinvent themselves 
to appeal to what people want, as 
so many are doing today, they 
abandon what’s relevant to God. True 
Christianity is about changing to 
find our relevance in God—not God 
finding His relevance in us. 

And if Christianity isn’t changing 
people, it isn’t relevant.

Jesus’ own words remain a 
devastating indictment of Christianity 
today: “Not everyone who says to Me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father in heaven,” He said. “Many will 
say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Your name, cast 
out demons in Your name, and done 
many wonders in Your name?’ And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

He wasn’t talking about Islam, 
Buddhism, Judaism or any other 
religion. He was targeting those who 
claim to represent Him—modern 
Christianity. He’s pretty clear: Slapping 
the “Christian” label on yourself 
doesn’t necessarily make you so.

If God says something is irrelevant—
meaningless to Him—then all the 
popular customs, Bible-quoting 
and righteous talk of humans 
cannot somehow override that. And 
what’s more, sooner or later, human 
religious inventions will fail to 
satisfactorily explain the spiritual 
questions for which we seek answers. 

Human explanations cannot 
satisfy spiritual voids, and people will 
eventually start looking elsewhere for 
relevancy. As they are today.

Most people 
eventually 
stop eating 
bad fruit 

They may move on to other bad 
fruit, but move on, they will.

Jesus had a lot to say about fruit 
when He came on the scene some 
2,000 years ago. The mainstream 
religious institutions and teachers of 
the day smugly assumed they were 
leading people to God, but to Jesus 
they had long ago become irrelevant. 

“By their fruits you will know them,” 
He said, and He was unsparing and 
withering in His assessments. Jesus’ 
harshest words were not aimed at the 
pagan Romans, but at the religious 
leaders claiming to follow God! Their 
carefully crafted religious practices 
made them appear pious, but He cut 
through their facade, calling them 
hypocrites, “whitewashed tombs” 
that are beautiful on the outside but 
inside are full of dead men’s bones 
(Matthew 23:27). 

They marketed their religion 
well, but their spiritual lives were 
reprehensible!

What would Jesus say if He 
was observing the fruit stand of 
Christianity today? A big reason 
people cite for walking away is the bad 
fruit of its leaders—abuse of people 
and power, scandals and immorality, 
cover-ups, confusion and opposition 
over moral and social issues, hypocrisy, 
greed and opulence, doctrinal disunity, 
embarrassing extremists. 

Bad fruit doesn’t just bring shame 
and embarrassment on churches. It 
makes Christianity appear irrelevant 
as a genuine, life-changing entity. 

1.

2.

The foundation on 
which Christianity 

stands is the 
truth taught 
by Christ and 
the apostles 
as faithfully 

recorded in the 
New Testament. 
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A counterfeit 
works only if 
it’s fooling 
people 

Once everyone knows counterfeit 
money is fake, it’s irrelevant. But until 
then, a lot of people can be cheated.

The same is true with counterfeit 
Christianity. Here are Jesus’ own 
words of warning: “Many will come 
in My name, saying, ‘I am the  
Christ,’ and will deceive many” 
(Matthew 24:5).

He established Christianity with 
two strong assertions: It would never 
die, He promised, but it would be 
corrupted. It didn’t take long for the 

“many” deceivers to come. 
Within just a few years, they began 

creeping into the Church, and in a 
matter of only decades, “Christianity” 
began to morph into something 
resembling little of His original 
church. It wasn’t long before the 
counterfeiters overwhelmed—both 
in numbers and popularity—the 
remaining “little flock.” Their primary 
tools of deceit—false doctrines—are 
now the unquestioned norm. 

But Jesus’ words then are just as 
true today: “You have made the 
commandment of God of no effect by 
your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did 
Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 
‘These people draw near to Me with 
their mouth, and honor Me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from Me. 
And in vain they worship Me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of 
men’” (Matthew 15:6-9).

That didn’t slow anything down, 
though. A history of the first few 
centuries of Christianity reveals a 
magnitude and pace of doctrinal 
change that was staggering. 

Regardless, Christianity’s real 
credibility is based on the truth of God, 
not ideas of man. The Bible’s testimony 
is that man’s ideas and ways have 
never ceased to fail. So if Christianity 
is failing today, a core reason is that 
so much of what masquerades as 
Christianity is man’s way, not God’s.

The foundation on which 
Christianity stands is the truth taught 
by Christ and the apostles as faithfully 
recorded in the New Testament. 
Humans cannot change the essence 
of something God created and expect 
success. False teachings may create 
an attractive building that looks great, 
but it sits on a foundation of sand and 
cannot stand the test of time. 

God will not be mocked, and He will 
not tolerate lies. Truth will eventually 
expose the many distortions about 
God and life that false doctrines have 
foisted off on people. 

It’s time for  
hard questions

If Christians are alarmed by their 
faith’s waning influence, it’s time for 
a long look in the mirror. It’s time for 
religious leaders to ask, Why haven’t we 
learned that we can’t take the Church 
Christ founded and turn it into whatever 
we want? If our spiritual forefathers took 
what Jesus taught and turned what was 
relevant to God into what was relevant 
to people, do we have the courage to 
admit it and turn it around?

It’s time to ask, If Jesus didn’t endorse 
the religious institutions of His day, 
what makes us confident that when He 
returns He’ll endorse the followers of 
nonbiblical practices and false doctrines 
that have been slowly integrated into 
mainstream Christianity? 

It’s time to ask, Where do I go  
from here?

What can you do?
True Christianity IS relevant—it’s 

meaningful, life-changing, and it 

gives sensible answers. But anything 
that masquerades as Christianity 
isn’t. The masqueraders have fooled 
millions of people for hundreds of 
years. It’s only the truth, Jesus said, 
that can make you free.

As Jesus told the Samaritan woman 
who was struggling to sort through 
conflicting religious views, the standard 
is truth. “The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for the Father is seeking such to worship 
Him,” He said. “God is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24).

Are you willing to swim against 
the tide and go on a quest for the 
truth? To “test all things; hold fast 
what is good,” as Paul wrote in 1 
Thessalonians 5:21?

If you know God exists and 
know the Bible is His Word, start by 
searching out what it really says, not 
what religious spin doctors tell you. 
How did the people in the Church 
Jesus built worship God? What does 
the Bible say about what He, and His 
followers, believed and practiced? For 
answers to these questions, see our 
booklet Where Is the Church Jesus Built?

Once that’s established, ask, How 
did the plain, simple teachings of the 
Bible and the practices of His Church 
come to be changed? Why were the 
practices of His Church discarded 
and substituted, mostly with ideas 
and traditions borrowed from old 
pagan religions?

Finally, find out from God—from 
His words in His Bible—whether or 
not it makes any difference to Him! 
Did all these changes mean anything 
to Him, or is He okay with our 
choosing any way we want to worship 
and relate to Him? 

A humble, sincere quest for 
truth—and then a willingness to live 
it—will make Christianity relevant 
in your life! D

3.

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/where-is-the-church-jesus-built
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Is 
God 
Real?

If there is a God, why doesn’t He seem more 
real to many people? How can we prove 
that God really exists? What makes this 

question so difficult to answer, and how will it 
eventually be resolved for all who doubt?

By David Treybig

T
he man I was talking 
with was highly 
accomplished. He 
was intelligent, well-
read and a successful 
businessman. But when 

it came to religion, he was unsure. He 
said he was an agnostic. 

He wasn’t an atheist—someone who 
is sure that God doesn’t exist. Instead, 
he simply didn’t know whether God is 
real, and as a result, he didn’t practice 
any form of religion.

How do we know God is 
real when there are so 
many reasons to doubt?

Agnosticism—not knowing 
whether God exists or not—is steadily 
increasing in Western societies. The 
reasons people don’t believe in God 
abound. 

For starters, unbelief is fueled by 
widespread acceptance of Charles 
Darwin’s theory of evolution, which 
offers an alternative explanation of 
our origin apart from God. Many see 
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the story of Adam and Eve is just a 
fable, Jesus Christ and the apostles 
affirmed that it was a historical 
event (Mark 10:6; 1 Timothy 2:13; 2 
Corinthians 11:3).

The Bible says that after God created 
Adam and Eve, He told them not to eat 

“of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil … for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17). 

Their Creator was giving them 
important advice that, had they 
obeyed, would have led to profound 
blessings. One of the chief blessings 
for believing in and trusting God 
would have been continued access 
to “the tree of life,” which represented 

eternal life (Genesis 3:22-24). 
Sadly, Eve fell for a lie told by an evil 

spirit being called Satan, who was and 
continues to be the adversary of God 
and mankind. This evil being, called 

“the serpent” in this section of Scripture, 
countered God’s instruction as he told 
Eve, “You will not surely die. For God 
knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil” (verses 4-5). 

Satan’s deception appealed to 
Eve’s intellect and desire for the 

belief in God as merely superstition 
for the simple-minded. 

Along with the challenge of 
believing in an invisible God who 
can’t be seen, some wonder how 
God can exist when there is so much 
suffering in the world. People ponder 
how a loving God could allow natural 
disasters, wars and inquisitions in 
the name of religion—things that 
have killed untold numbers of people 
throughout the ages. 

Others note variations in 
Christianity and arguments over 
how the Bible is to be understood as 
reasons for doubt. 

Another contributing factor for 
unbelief is immoral conduct and 
hypocrisy by some church leaders 
who were supposed to be leading 
exemplary lives. 

Additionally, some have considered 
how the Bible instructs people to live 
and have disagreed. They want to 
decide for themselves what standards 
of behavior are right, and they reject 
the possibility of a higher Authority 
having the power to tell them how to 
live. God’s standards regarding sexual 
conduct, for example, are considered 
by many to be overly restrictive, 
outdated and unnecessary. 

Why is there so much confusion 
regarding God’s existence? The Bible 
gives some insight, and it also provides 
two basic ways to prove that God is real. 

Reasons for confusion 
To understand why it is difficult for 

people to know whether to believe 
in God, we need to go back to the 
beginning of mankind’s history, when 
an event with ongoing consequences 
occurred. Though many today think 

freedom to choose. It implied that 
humans didn’t need God, that God 
wasn’t being fair, and that humans 
had the capability to reason and 
think for themselves apart from any 
other guidance. Eve fell for the lie 
and ate of the forbidden tree. Adam 
willingly followed Eve’s example (2 
Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14). 

This misrepresentation of God 
and His instructions for mankind 
continues unchecked today as Satan 

“deceives the whole world” (Revelation 
12:9). The philosophy that we can 
do everything on our own without 
God is a type of “blindness” or a 

“veil” that makes it difficult to clearly 
discern God’s existence (Ephesians 
4:18; 2 Corinthians 3:14-16).

And when people reject God, they 
lose their ability to think soundly. As 
the Psalms explain, “The fool has said 
in his heart, there is no God” (Psalm 
14:1; 53:1). Paul further explained that 
rejecting God leads to intellectual 
unsoundness (Romans 1:21-22, 28).

Proof God is real #1: the 
benefits of God’s way

God is not against people using their 
minds to prove His existence. One way 
to do this is by noting the results of 
obeying or disobeying His instructions. 
As God said to people who were 
rejecting His instructions, “Come now, 
and let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18).

What God was asking the people to 
consider was the fact that as a result of 
their sins, their nation was in serious 
decline. Their country did not have 
good leadership; the land was desolate; 
the cities were burned with fire; and 
the nation was being overthrown by 
strangers (verses 4-7). 

The fear of 
the Lord is the 
beginning of 

wisdom; a good 
understanding 
have all those 
who do His 

commandments.
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The downhill slide of the nation 
could have been reversed if the people 
would have changed their ways. “If 
you are willing and obedient, you 
shall eat the good of the land,” God 
said (verse 19). 

In this situation, God asked the 
people to compare the good results 
of what would happen if they obeyed 
Him with the bad results they were 
suffering for their disobedience. This 
lesson about blessings for obedience 
and punishment for disobedience 
was a timeless, ongoing truth that 
they were overlooking (Leviticus 26; 
Deuteronomy 28). 

Later in history, God suggested this 
same reasoning through the prophet 
Malachi. He invited His people to “try” 
or “prove” Him whether He would bless 
them for faithfully tithing (Malachi 3:10, 
also note King James Version). This 
principle of proving God’s existence by 
noting the positive results of obeying 
His beneficial laws continues today. 

Unfortunately, many people make 
the mistake of thinking they need 
to prove God’s existence before they 
obey His commands. But according to 
the Bible, this is backward reasoning. 

The psalmist understood this 
important point as he wrote, “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; a good understanding have 
all those who do His commandments” 
(Psalm 111:10). 

When we live as God directs, our 
thinking becomes clearer. Seeing 
the results of living God’s way of 
life compared to other philosophies 
provides proof of God’s existence. 

Proof God is real #2: 
creation vs. evolution

Another way to prove that God is 
real is to simply look at the world in 
which we live. The beauty, complexity 
and organization of the material 
world around us point toward a 
master Designer. Creation itself 
testifies that there was a Creator. King 
David said, “The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and the firmament 
shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). 

In contrast to the evidence of God’s 
existence indicated by creation, 
advocates of Darwin’s theory of 
evolution often proclaim that 
evolution is a scientific fact. The truth 
of the matter, however, is that their 
assertion is a deceptive half-truth. 

Microevolution—small changes 
within a species such as the different 
breeds of dogs—is indeed true. 
Macroevolution—the presumption 
that small changes within a species 
can over time produce new species and 
eventually all the vastly different kinds 
of life—has not been proven. In fact, 
the odds against this are astronomical! 
For additional explanation, see 

“Microevolution vs. Macroevolution.”
For many thinking individuals, 

including a growing number 
of scientists, there are serious 
deficiencies to Darwin’s theory of 
evolution. How did matter come into 
existence? If mankind evolved, where 
are all the missing fossils showing the 
gradual improvements of our species? 

The reality is that good science, 
sound reasoning and the existence of 
God are not mutually exclusive. For 
further study regarding science and 
God’s existence, see the many detailed 
LifeHopeandTruth.com articles in the 
section “Is There a God?”

Confusion about the 
reality of God will  
be removed

The Bible makes it clear that in order 
to receive all the benefits God wants to 
give us, including eternal life, we must 
believe that He exists and follow His 
instructions (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6). 
When we do, the “veil” of confusion 
about God’s existence and expectations 
of us disappear. As Paul put it, “When 
one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away” (2 Corinthians 3:16). 

Although the number of people 
currently being called by God and 
being able to clearly see through the 
confusion of this present world is 
small, a time is coming when this will 
dramatically change. The return of 
Christ will bring about clarity for all 
regarding God’s existence.

The Scriptures explain that at 
His return “every eye will see Him” 
(Revelation 1:7). Additionally, Satan 
will be bound for 1,000 years so he 
cannot continue deceiving mankind 
(Revelation 20:1-3). Then all people 
will be taught God’s ways as He rules 
over the nations (Isaiah 2:2-4). 

Under these utopian conditions, 
everyone will know that God exists 
(Hebrews 8:11) and will have the 
opportunity to receive eternal life. 
For further study of this wonderful 
future, read our booklet The Mystery 
of the Kingdom. D

To receive all the 
benefits God 

wants to give us, 
including eternal 

life, we must 
believe that He 

exists and follow 
His instructions.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/is-there-a-god/proof-of-god/microevolution-vs-macroevolution/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/is-there-a-god/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/booklets/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/booklets/


A successful 
pickpocket 
depends on 
distraction and 
misdirection to 
get the job done. 
What do you 
stand to lose if 
you’re not paying 
attention?
By Jeremy Lallier

DISTRACTIONDISTRACTION
DISTRACTIONDISTRACTION
DISTRACTIONDISTRACTIONWEAPONS OF MASS
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I
t’s one thing for Apollo Robbins 
to steal from someone without 
getting caught.

It’s another thing for him to call 
up a volunteer from an audience, 
explain exactly what he’s about 

to do, and then steal from him or her 
without getting caught.

That’s what Mr. Robbins does. 
According to his website, he’s picked 
the pockets of more than a quarter 
million men and women, including 
a member of Jimmy Carter’s Secret 
Service detail. And if you search his 
name on YouTube, you’ll find video 
after video of him doing exactly that—
calling an audience member onstage 
and then rifling through his or her 
pockets, completely unnoticed, while 
everyone else watches in a mixture of 
amusement and disbelief.

“What I think is interesting 
about the term misdirection is it’s a 
misnomer,” he explained on National 
Geographic’s Brain Games. “Most 
people think it means, ‘Look at this 
hand while I do something with this 
one.’ But actually, what I want to do is 
direct and control your attention—at 
least know where it is.”

Which makes sense—where you 
focus your attention will either help or 
hurt a pickpocket’s ultimate goal:

“Your attentional spotlight,” 
Robbins says, “is only the size of your 
thumbnail—one one-thousandth of 
your field of view. That means if I 
can see where your eye motion is, I 
can now navigate around that and 
do certain things. Plus, because you 
have to make choices between all your 
senses—your vision, your hearing, all 
those are coming into one spot—if I 
can tap into your priority system, I 
can now start hacking to reprioritize 
certain things so that other things will 
go under the radar.”

As Robbins explained to The New 
Yorker, “If you think about where the 

spotlight is, the dark space around 
that spotlight is where I dance. So 
basically I just play in the dark around 
where your attention is moving.”

A con man always  
has a goal

As much as I enjoy watching (or, 
more accurately, failing to watch) 
Robbins ply his craft, there’s something 
deeply unsettling about the whole 
thing too. It reminds me that Robbins 
isn’t the only one out there with that 
skill set.

Robbins does what he does for 
entertainment and education, but 
there’s another being who enjoys 
playing in the dark and manipulating 
your attention, and he has more 
nefarious aspirations. 

He’s had about 6,000 years to 
practice his tricks on the human 
race, and the Bible tells us he actively 
deceives the entire world (Revelation 
12:9). His name is Satan the devil—“a 
liar and the father of it” ( John 8:44).

But what’s his goal? What does he 
want from you? 

You have potential,  
and Satan hates it

You exist because a long time 
ago—before time began, technically 
(2 Timothy 1:9)—the eternal beings 
we know as God the Father and Jesus 
Christ decided to grow Their family. 

From the beginning, They created 
the human race “in the image of God” 
(Genesis 1:27), and since then, They 
have been steadily moving forward 
with a plan that will give everyone who 
has ever lived the opportunity to fully 
and completely join that family. Some 
people are receiving that invitation 
now (1 Corinthians 15:22-23), while 
the vast majority will be receiving it 
sometime in the future (2 Peter 3:9).

A long time ago, Satan tried (and 
failed) to usurp God’s throne (Isaiah 
14:12-15). Since that time, he has been 
active as an enemy of God—of His 
nature, of His plan and of His family. 
Satan is “the accuser of our brethren, 
who accused them before our God 
day and night” (Revelation 12:10). He 
wants to derail God’s plan, and he 
devotes himself tirelessly to that cause.

But he can only do so much. In fact, 
when God opens the doors to train 
for eternal life to a potential member 
of His family, Satan is powerless to 
shut those doors or to take away 
God’s offer. 

Jesus explained, “My sheep hear 
My voice, and I know them, and they 
follow Me. And I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them 
out of My hand. My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them out 
of My Father’s hand” ( John 10:27-29).

If we stay focused on Jesus Christ, 
“the good shepherd” ( John 10:14), if we 
dedicate ourselves to following and 
keeping His commandments ( John 
14:15), if we continue to repent of our 
sins (Acts 26:20) and seek first the 
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33), there 
isn’t anything Satan can do to take 
away the future God has in store for us.

That’s a lot of ifs. And because 
of that, Satan doesn’t need to take 
anything away from you to achieve 
his goals. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d54ydsKUNGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d54ydsKUNGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoUSO_Mj1TQ&t=73s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoUSO_Mj1TQ&t=73s
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He just needs your attention—and 
if he can get that, you’ll take care of 
the rest for him.

What happens if you 
wander off?

That’s Satan’s game. That’s his con. 
He can’t take away your future by force, 
but he doesn’t need to.

You can only pursue the teachings 
and example of Jesus Christ if you’re 
focused on them. You can only 
develop godly character if you’re 
focused on what goes into that 
character (2 Peter 1:5-7). And you can 
only seek first the Kingdom of God 
if that becomes your highest priority, 
your primary focus.

If Satan can capture your focus, all 
that starts to fall apart. It’s a two-sided 
coin: no one can snatch you out of 
the Father’s hand, but the Father isn’t 
going to stop you from wandering off 
either. You have your free will. You can 
look where you want to look. You can 
walk where you want to walk.

In fact, your enemy is sincerely 
hoping you will.

We have less attention to 
spare than we think

“They have control,” Robbins says, 
explaining his technique, “and that’s 
a big thing is them having the illusion 
that they’re in control.”

And we have control too, don’t 
we? Of course we do. We have lots 
of control. There are a thousand 
things we could choose to do at any 
given moment, and so many of those 
choices are perfectly acceptable 
activities. 

There’s nothing inherently wrong 
with using social media, for example. 
There’s nothing wrong with keeping 
up with the news. There’s nothing 
wrong with having a hobby, or with 
shopping, or with eating, or with 
exercising, or with watching a movie.

The problem is that these fine, 
perfectly acceptable activities all 
require your attention—and you 
probably have less of it to spare than 
you think you do. 

During his TED Talk, Robbins 
explained, “Now, for my job, I have to 

… play with your attention as a limited 
resource. So if I could control how 
you spend your attention, if I could 
maybe steal your attention through a 
distraction. …”

There is a fixed and unalterable 
limit on exactly how much time and 
attention we have available to invest. 
We all have the same 24 hours to 
work with every day, and we all have 
to decide where those hours go. Satan 
wants to convince you to sink as 
many of them as possible into things 
that will take your attention farther 
and farther away from the things that 
deserve your focus the most.

A little more time perfecting that 
Instagram post. A little more time 
working out. A little more time 
polishing your latest project. A little 
more, a little more, a little more, until … 

“If you could control 
somebody’s attention …”

Jesus told a parable about 10 
virgins who were waiting for a groom 
to arrive for his wedding. Only five 
of the virgins had come prepared 
with extra oil to fuel their lamps. 

The other five had to hurry off to 
the marketplace to buy some at the 
last minute—and as a result, they 
missed the wedding entirely. When 
they begged the groom to open the 
door, he replied, “I do not know you” 
(Matthew 25:12).

All 10 virgins had access to the oil 
they needed—but only five of them 
made it a priority to have that oil 
ready beforehand. We don’t know 
what the other five virgins were doing 
instead of preparing their lamps, 
but whatever it was, it couldn’t have 
been worth missing the wedding and 
standing outside the door  
in disgrace.

Here’s how Apollo Robbins closes 
out his TED Talk: “Attention is a 
powerful thing. Like I said, it shapes 
your reality. So I guess I’d like to pose 
that question to you. If you could 
control somebody’s attention, what 
would you do with it?”

Protect yourself from 
Satan’s weapons of  
mass distraction

Satan can’t take your future from 
you—but if you hand him the reins 
of your attention, he can keep you 
from it all the same. He can distract 
you from preparing for the spiritual 
wedding until the doors are locked 
and God’s response is, “I do not 
know you.”

Jesus told us, “Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also” (Matthew 6:21). Satan has 
plenty of distractions to offer us—
but if we want the future God has 
in store for us, it’s up to us to treat it 
like the treasure that it is.

Satan can only distract us from the 
things we’re willing to stop looking at.

For more about the wonderful 
future Satan wants to distract you 
from, read “The Greatest Story  
Never Told.” DPh
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https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/greatest-story-never-told/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/greatest-story-never-told/
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For many who are caught in the consequences 
of bad life choices, tomorrow seems to have 

no hope. But God will fulfill His promise to give 
everyone a chance for an abundant life!

By Isaac Khalil

Learning to 
Live Again
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Steve confesses that the heroin took 
control of him. It took everything 
from him and made him do things he 
normally wouldn’t have done. 

Both Brittney and Steve are now 
striving to live their lives without 
being controlled by drugs—learning 
to live again. 

Caught in the slavery of 
terrorism 

Halima had a good childhood and 
loved life. But at the young age of 14 
she was married off. Her husband 
was a member of the terror group 
Boko Haram, which means “Western 
or non-Islamic education is a sin.” 
Boko Haram promised people a better 
life by eradicating corruption and 
establishing a pure Islamic state in 
northern Nigeria. The terror group 
has been responsible for killing 27,000 
and displacing 1.8 million. 

Halima had to accompany her 
husband to the Boko Haram camps. 
She experienced thirst and hunger 
and saw newborns die from the 
terrible conditions. After several 
failed escapes, she was threatened, 
“If you flee again, we’ll slaughter you 
like an animal.” 

The last time she left the camp, she 
and six others were being forced to 
be suicide bombers with a mission to 
kill as many people as possible at a 
market in Chad. She hoped she could 
use the opportunity to escape, but 
they had drugged her, making her 
only half aware of what was going on. 

Instead of dying that day, she was 
saved by the villagers she was sent to 
kill. However, the explosion left her 
without legs, so now at the age of 20 
she walks with prosthetics and is in 
the process of learning to live again. 

Caught in the slavery of 
crime 

Those who spend time in the prison 
system for crimes they committed 
often want to start over but don’t 
know how. When some prisoners 
are released, they have little money 
and just the clothes on their back. 
They can feel overwhelmed even by 
mundane tasks such as making a 
call on a smartphone. After years in 
prison, they simply don’t know how 
to do things those on the outside now 
take for granted. 

Many return to crime and end up 
back in prison, the only environment 
where they know how to function. 

Some prisons have begun 
programs to help prisoners reenter 
society. Released prisoners get help 
to be able to overcome hurdles 
and function, find work, get health 
treatments, establish ties with family 
and friends and ultimately learn to 
be law-abiding citizens without need 
of supervision. 

One prison found that those who 
got a college education in prison 
rarely ended up in prison again. They 
are learning to live again.

Tomorrow is a promise
At the end of the BBC documentary 

Anna was asked what she would like 
to say to her mother. Fighting back 
her tears, she said she was sorry and 
that “tomorrow is not a promise for 
her or for me.”

Sadly, for many caught in the slavery 
of bad life choices, tomorrow seems to 
give no hope.

Yet despite all the hopeless situations 
we see today, Jesus Christ came to give 
us life. He said, “The thief does not 
come except to steal, and to kill, and 

Too many people today 
have no hope. Many 
are trapped in virtual 
slavery to drugs, 
crime, gangs and 
terrorist groups. 

Consider these heart-wrenching 
stories.

Caught in the slavery of 
substance abuse 

In a BBC documentary “The Rise 
of Fentanyl,” a young woman named 
Anna describes living in the full grip 
of her addiction to opioids.

“I don’t know how to live in any 
other way no more. Am I wrong? Like, 
we don’t know what else to do, do you 
understand? Like, when people break 
their arm and legs, they need rehab 
to walk. Like, we need rehab to learn 
how to live, like all over again.” 

Alex, aged 48, laments how his life 
is now such “a waste,” and he wouldn’t 
wish it on his worst enemies. He 
takes fentanyl six times a day just to 
function and says that without it he 
gets sick. He wishes he could beat the 
addiction and go back to being “a good 
son, a good brother, a good father.” 

The documentary ends on a sad 
note. Fentanyl has escalated the 
drug crisis to a whole new level. This 
synthetic opioid is about 50 times 
stronger than heroin, and it has 
caused a rapid increase in overdose 
deaths, including 72,000 deaths in the 
U.S. in 2017 alone.

But the documentary also shows two 
others, Brittney and Steve, who have 
gone into rehab to beat their addictions. 

Brittney vows that she will 
overcome her addiction. She is 
determined not to die from the drugs 
so she can live for her daughter. 

https://m.spiegel.de/international/globalsocieties/a-boko-haram-suicide-bomber-who-survived-a-1266671.html
https://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/us_55ad61a5e4b0caf721b39cd1
https://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/us_55ad61a5e4b0caf721b39cd1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KsaWpeCj98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KsaWpeCj98
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/16/us-drug-overdose-deaths-opioids-fentanyl-cdc
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/16/us-drug-overdose-deaths-opioids-fentanyl-cdc
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to destroy. I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly” ( John 10:10). 

Addiction, terrorism, crime and 
many other vices are like thieves 
that offer only false hope. They steal 
people’s lives away and rob them of 
their humanity, their relationships, 
their ability to succeed and function, 
their time, their joy and their hope.

A chance for those who 
have never had a chance

Christ came to enable His disciples 
to overcome this world and provide 
real hope for this life and the next. (For 
more on hope for this life, see “Hope for 
the Hopeless” and Change Your Life!)

The Bible reveals that those who 
have not known how to live the right 
way in this life will be given the 

opportunity to 
live again. This 
will not be a 
second chance 
for salvation, 
as we are told 
that we each 
will have only 
one chance 
for salvation 
(Hebrews 6:4-6). 
But it will be a 
second chance 

for life for those who never were 
called to understand God’s way in 
this life ( John 6:44).

They will be resurrected to stand 
before the “great white throne” in this 
second resurrection of human beings 
(the first being when the saints are 
resurrected at Jesus’ return). At that 
time, John writes, the “books [will be] 
opened” to them. This refers to the 
books of the Bible, as their minds 

will be opened to understand God’s 
way (Revelation 20:11-12). 

Revelation 20:12 continues, “And 
another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life.” This shows God will make 
eternal life available to all present. 

This begins a period of time when 
they will be judged by what is written 
in the Bible—the way of life that God 
prescribes that brings joy and hope. 
This period of judgment is similar to 
the judgment that God is conducting 
on His Church today (1 Peter 4:17). 
Throughout their lives, Christians 
prove that they are faithful followers 
of Christ. In the second resurrection, 
the difference will be that Satan’s 
influence will be removed. He will no 
longer be able to deceive the nations 
(Revelation 20:10).

It will be a period of time when 
drugs, terrorism, crime and many 
such vices will be things of the past. 

Hope for the future
The Bible reveals tremendous hope 

for the future when all people will 
learn to live again—the right way. 
• All shall know God: As  

successful prison 
rehabilitation programs 
include education, so, too, 
will education be a key focus 
in the Kingdom of God. The 
saints in the first resurrection 
will become kings and priests 
on the earth and will help 
teach people the right way to 
live according to God’s laws 
(Revelation 5:10; 20:6; Isaiah 
30:20-21). Eventually everyone 
will have a deep understanding 
of God and what He desires 
from us. God will forgive our 
sins, and there will be great joy 

(Isaiah 11:9; Jeremiah 31:34; 
Zechariah 8:4-5).

• Violence will be no more: 
Wars will become a thing of 
the past, and Christ Himself 
will judge the nations (Micah 
4:3). Even the violent natures 
of animals will be tamed 
(Isaiah 11:6-8). Satan, the 
one responsible for inspiring 
the terrorism and wars we 
see today, will no longer be 
around to influence mankind 
(Revelation 20:1-3, 10).

• Peace and righteousness 
will reign: Jesus is returning 
to set up a government, the 
Kingdom of God. This is the 
good news that He came to 
preach, and it’s a message 
that runs through the Bible 
(Mark 1:14-15; Hebrews 11:13-
16; Isaiah 9:6-7; Daniel 7:27). 
He was born to be a king 
( John 18:37), and when the 
righteous are in authority, 
the people will be happy 
(Proverbs 29:2). This new 
government will usher in a 
period of peace and happiness 
that will have no end.

A wonderful time is coming! As the 
apostle John records near the end of 
the Bible, “And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; there shall 
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, 
for the former things have passed 
away” (Revelation 21:4).

Learn more about that utopian 
world in our free booklet The Mystery 
of the Kingdom. And study more about 
the changes to the human heart 
that will make peace possible in our 
booklet Change Your Life! D

And God 
will wipe 

away every 
tear from 
their eyes.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/hope-for-the-future/hope-for-the-hopeless/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/hope-for-the-future/hope-for-the-hopeless/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
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You Need Some

GOOD NEWS
In a sad world drowning in bad news, it’s not 
wrong to long for good news. In fact, the 
message of the Bible is bad news and good 
news. And in the end, the bad can’t compare 
to the awesome good news God has planned!
By Mike Bennett

I 
follow the news. A lot. On 
the Internet, radio, TV, 
magazines. And you won’t be 
surprised that a vast majority 
of it is bad. Much of it is 
depressing and frightening. 

Some is downright terrifying.
One magazine I read regularly 

is The Week. It covers big stories 
concisely and clearly. And it even has 
a section called “It wasn’t all bad…” 
These three little “good news” stories 
are refreshing and uplifting. 

They take up a quarter of one 
page—out of a 40-page magazine.

Good news for a change
I’m not suggesting we should 

all ignore what’s happening in 
the world and immerse ourselves 
in as many feel-good stories and 
cat videos as we can. While God 
wants us to focus on the positive 
(Philippians 4:8), I believe Jesus also 
showed He wants us to be aware of 
world conditions when He said to 

“watch therefore, and pray always” 
(Luke 21:36).

He said this in His “Olivet Prophecy” 
in the context of the terrible end-
time prophetic events that would 
lead up to His second coming to 

save humanity from self-destruction 
(Matthew 24:3, 21-22, 30).

Jesus said the tidal wave of bad 
news would actually signal the 
good: “When you see these things 
happening, know that the kingdom of 
God is near” (Luke 21:31).

The Bible gives us a sneak peek 
into the news of tomorrow. Jesus 
will prevent us from annihilating 
ourselves! He will set up a kingdom of 
peace and prosperity on earth! 

This is indeed good news!

The gospel: Christ’s 
message of good news

The English word gospel is 
translated from the Greek word 
euangelion (Strong’s #2098). “This 
Greek word was originally used to 

describe the ‘good news’ of military 
victory brought from a messenger to 
his commander. It then came to mean 
simply a ‘good message’” (NKJV Study 
Bible, word study “Gospel”).

Jesus came to preach a message of 
good news.

“Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15).

What is the gospel 
message?

The Bible often calls this message of 
good news “the gospel of the kingdom” 
(Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Mark 
1:14). The Kingdom of God is a theme 
throughout the Bible. It is the answer to 
the problems and evils that pervade the 
kingdoms of this age. 

God’s government will be a 
government of service and love 
(Matthew 20:25-28). It will bring peace, 
prosperity and health to people around 
the world. Everyone will have the 
chance to experience a meaningful and 
productive physical life and to prepare 
for a joyous and glorious eternal life.
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https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/five-prophetic-trends-to-watch/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/olivet-prophecy/
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The Kingdom of God is like the 
pearl of great price—of greater worth 
than anything else we have (Matthew 
13:45-46).

Peter, James and John were given a 
vision of that wonderful future, and it 
motivated them for the rest of their lives. 
(See Mark 9:1-9 and our article “What Is 
the Transfiguration of Jesus?”)

The good news of the 
Kingdom of God

Picture in your mind’s eye these 
descriptions of the glorious and 
peaceful world that will be the result 
of Jesus’ rule over the earth: 

“And there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ, and 
He shall reign forever and ever!’” 
(Revelation 11:15).

“Now it shall come to pass in the 
latter days that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established 
on the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and 
peoples shall flow to it. 

“Many nations shall come and say, 
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and 
we shall walk in His paths.’ For out of 
Zion the law shall go forth, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

“He shall judge between many 
peoples, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off; they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore.

“But everyone shall sit under his 
vine and under his fig tree, and no 
one shall make them afraid; for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts has 
spoken” (Micah 4:1-4).

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
be unstopped. Then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the dumb sing. For waters shall burst 
forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert” (Isaiah 35:5-6).

All this can seem too good to be 
true. But our Creator assures us it is 
coming, and beyond this 1,000 years 
of physical peace will be an eternity 
of spiritual joy. 

God encourages us to seek the 
Kingdom of God in spite of the 
troubles of today. Jesus said, “Do not 
fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

Christ’s gospel and a 
different gospel

Christ’s gospel of the Kingdom is 
indeed good news. Yet Paul warned 
about people turning away to “a 
different gospel, which is not another; 
but there are some who trouble you 
and want to pervert the gospel of 
Christ” (Galatians 1:6-7).

There are many different human 
ideas of the good news, but the true 
gospel is a biblical message that 
encompasses the plan of God. 

As we have seen, Jesus called it the 
gospel of the Kingdom of God—the 
righteous, peaceful government 
He will bring to the earth when He 
returns. 

Jesus Christ plays many vital roles 
in this plan. He will be the King in 
that coming Kingdom at His second 
coming. At His first coming, He was 
the Messenger of that Kingdom, and 
the Savior who gave His life so that 
God could by His grace forgive us 
and make it possible for us to have 
eternal life as children of God in that 
eternal Kingdom. 

The Kingdom of God is the same 
message the apostle Paul preached. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/the-transfiguration/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/the-transfiguration/
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Acts records that he preached 
the Kingdom of God on his first 
missionary journey (14:22), and he was 
still preaching it at the end of the book. 

Even under house arrest in Rome, 
Paul was able to meet with those who 
came to him, “preaching the kingdom 
of God and teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
confidence” (Acts 28:31).

Nonbiblical gospels
Different, nonbiblical gospels 

include many things, such as attempts 
to justify ourselves, as the Galatians 
were being tempted to do. (Only 
Christ’s death can pay for our past 
sins—we can’t justify ourselves.) 

Another different gospel says we 
don’t need to be resurrected—that we 
have an immortal soul now and go 
immediately to heaven or hell when 
we die. (See our article “Do Humans 
Have an Immortal Soul?”) 

Another gospel says there won’t 
be a Millennium of peace on 
the earth. (See our article “1,000 
Years—the Millennium.”) Related 
to that is another gospel that says 
the Kingdom of God is not a real 
kingdom, but is figurative or is the 
Church. (See our blog post “The 
Kingdom of God Is Real!”)

In contrast to these gospels and 
perversions of the gospel, the true 
gospel of the Kingdom of God is truly 
good news—the best news ever. 

The full message of God’s good 
news is the only hope this world has. 
Jesus came the first time to be our 
Savior from sin and its penalty, and 

He will return with power to save 
humanity from self-destruction. 

The wonderful eternity He 
is preparing is beyond our 
imagination (1 Corinthians 2:9), but 
we can still try! Our online article 

“The Gift of Eternal Life” can give 
your Bible study a jolt of positive 
good news.

Repent, for the Kingdom 
of God is at hand

The good news demands a response.
If you are being called to 

understand the good news of the 
Kingdom of God—if God is inviting 
you to have a part in that Kingdom—
He expects you to respond.

“Repent, and believe in the gospel,” 
He tells us (Mark 1:15).

Our booklets Change Your Life! 
and The Mystery of the Kingdom can 
help you study what God says about 
repentance and about the gospel of 
the Kingdom. These publications are 
concise, free of charge and solidly 
rooted in Scripture. 

Download them now and start 
preparing for your part in the best 
news ever! D
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of many of the movers and shakers in 
Western nations today. 

Freud was an atheist, openly 
opposed to God and the Bible. In his 
1927 book The Future of an Illusion, 
he described religion as “a system of 
wishful illusions” and “the universal 
obsessional neurosis of humanity.” That 
said, he had no problem with the occult. 

Ultimately, Freud’s teachings have 
undermined the Bible and morality 
and cast doubt on our Creator.

Suddenly, wrongful desires, 
shortcomings and sins (which should 
be viewed as problems to repent of ) 
now seemed acceptable. From that sad 
standpoint, Freudian psychology has 
indeed made a major impact on our 
modern world—but not a good one. 

On the surface, some of Freud’s 
ideas might seem harmless 
or reasonable. But we need to 
understand the ramifications of 

80 Years After His Death: Sigmund Freud’s 
Impact on Society

When references are made to 
Freud’s influence on Western culture, 
it’s almost always in terms of his 
philosophical ideas. Freud helped 
open the door for social changes that 
continue today. 

“Freudian theories have exerted 
an unrivaled influence on modern 
thought,” writes Robert Downs in 
Books That Changed the World. “Freud 
formulated ideas and terms that have 
now become part of our daily living. 
Virtually every field of knowledge—
literature, art, religion, anthropology, 
education, law, sociology, criminology, 
history, biography, and other studies of 
society and the individual—has felt the 
effects of his teachings” (1983, p. 303).

The truth is, while most of 
Freud’s theories cannot be proven 
scientifically, they are exactly what 
mankind wants to hear. Freudianism 
fits right in with the secular agenda 

T
his month marks 80 years 
since the death of Austrian 
psychiatrist Sigmund Freud 
(1856-1939), considered by 
many to be one of the most 
influential thinkers in history. 

Time magazine once called him one of 
the 100 most important people of the 
20th century. 

Freud authored hundreds of books, 
papers and essays outlining his views 
on the psyche, sexuality, society and 
religion. Several of these books are 
still best sellers today. 

Freud’s influence
Why is Freud considered such an 

important figure? It’s not because of 
his scientific contributions. Over the 
years, many of Freud’s psychological 
theories and methodologies have been 
discredited, debunked or derided by 
mental health professionals.

Freud’s philosophies 
greatly changed 

the world. What is 
the lasting effect 
of Freud’s ideas? 

Consider six aspects of 
his teachings and how 

they stack up to the 
teachings of the Bible.

By Becky Sweat
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Freud’s teachings, what they mean 
and how they’re being packaged, so 
we can avoid being taken in by them. 

What follows are six of the biggest 
lies promulgated by Freud, all of 
which are unbiblical, yet permeate 
our modern age.

Before Freud’s time, scientists 
understood that there’s a conscious 
mind, where our current thoughts 
and feelings reside, and a 
subconscious, which is the part of 
consciousness we aren’t actively aware 
of, but can recall from memory. 

Freud proposed that a third region 
existed: the unconscious mind. He 
theorized this is where irrational 
and disturbing thoughts (usually 

forbidden sexual and aggressive 
urges, or memories of traumatic 
childhood experiences) have been 
moved to and repressed.

Freud asserted that we can’t control 
what’s in the unconscious mind, 
or even know what’s stored there. 
Yet he claimed the unconscious 
mind determines human behavior, 
and the conscious mind is actually 
subordinate to it. 

These were radical concepts 
in Freud’s time. Today there’s no 
universal agreement among mental 
health practitioners regarding 
whether an unconscious mind exists, 
as it cannot be observed or tested 
scientifically. However, the concept 
seems to have taken hold in the 
general population. 

Many people believe their 
unconscious is the reason they blurt 
out things they shouldn’t, make bad 
decisions or are attracted to people 
with opposite personalities. At the 
very least, it’s become an easy excuse 
for their behavior. Some figure that 
since they’re not “in charge” of their 
actions, there’s no reason to try to 
overcome personal problems.

Yet the Bible nowhere indicates that 
there’s such a thing as an unconscious 
mind. Far from it. God gives us free 
will, rational minds and intellect so 
we can decide how to live our lives. 
Deuteronomy 30:19 tells us to “choose 
life.” Verses like Philippians 4:8 and 2 
Corinthians 10:5 instruct us to control 
our thoughts. Each of us can and 
must take control of what we think, 
say and do.

Freud’s conclusion that people 
aren’t really in control of their 
behavior leads to the next fallacy, that 
we aren’t responsible for our actions 

and are merely victims. We then pass 
the blame onto whoever (or whatever) 
we think is at fault. 

Very often the blame is directed at 
parents. “The common denominator 
of virtually all counseling and 
psychotherapy is the Freudian 
assumption that intrapersonal and 
interpersonal problems originate in 
childhood experiences, especially 
in one’s relations with mother and 
father,” explains E. Fuller Torrey, M.D., 
in Freudian Fraud: The Malignant 
Effect of Freud’s Theory on American 
Thought and Culture (1992). 

Factors like our upbringing, 
environment and heredity might 
influence or shape us, but we need to 
take responsibility for our mistakes, 
own up to them, and admit we’ve 
done wrong. Freudian psychology says 
that leads to guilt, which Freud viewed 
as unproductive and unfulfilling. 
But the Bible teaches that admitting 
mistakes leads to repentance and 
ultimately to forgiveness (1 John 1:9)—
something we all need. 

Freud theorized that when people 
repress anger, it causes pressure to 
build up inside them, eventually 
resulting in an explosion of rage. 
His advice was to let out negative 
emotions before that happened. He 
believed this would reduce pressure 
build-up, lower people’s anxiety levels, 
and make them less aggressive.

Freud was the first to use this 
practice as a psychological therapy. He 
called it “catharsis,” but it’s also known 
as “venting.” Today it’s still used by 
therapists, but most people just do 

80 Years After His Death: Sigmund Freud’s 
Impact on Society

Dangerous Ideas 
That Changed the World

“I’m not the problem; 
I’m a victim.”2.

“Blowing off steam  
is healthy.”3.

“I can’t help how 
I am.”1.
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it on their own when they’re upset 
about something. We might gripe, yell 
or tell someone off—when praying 
about the situation or calmly talking 
about it would be better options. 

Contrary to what Freud espoused, 
venting doesn’t solve anything. Things 
we say when we’re mad are likely to be 
things we’ll regret later. 

Proverbs 12:18 compares rash 
words to the painful thrusts of a 
sword. If venting becomes a habit, 
it mars our character. Verses like 
Proverbs 29:11 dispel any argument 
that venting makes sense: “A fool vents 
all his feelings, but a wise man holds 
them back.” 

Expressing negative emotions may 
seem therapeutic from a human 
perspective, but it goes against 
biblical teaching. 

When we break one of God’s or 
man’s laws, feeling guilty afterward 
can be a good thing. Paul says, “Godly 
sorrow produces repentance” (2 
Corinthians 7:10). Remorse can help 
us identify our failings and motivate 
us to correct them. 

Freud, however, saw guilt as 
something to avoid. He was all about 
preserving the “self ” and getting rid 
of bad feelings, claiming feelings 
of guilt led to mental disorders 
(anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, 
aggression, etc.). In Civilization and 
Its Discontents (1930), he called guilt 
the “most important problem in the 
development of civilization.” 

This is not to say that all guilt is 
constructive. Excessive guilt can 
fill us with despair and drain our 
energy. But Freud claimed any type of 
remorse was damaging. 

His “remedies” included removing 
the “sinful” labels from the infractions 

(seeing morality in relative terms), 
blaming biology (taking the stance 
that mankind is wired to behave the 
way it does), and making excuses to 
justify wrong behaviors. 

This is exactly what humankind 
wants to hear—that it can continue 
sinning without feeling any pangs of 
regret for doing so. 

Freud saw sexual repression as 
a huge burden on mankind. He 
theorized people are compelled to 
repress their sexual impulses in 
order to comply with society’s moral 
and social standards. These urges 
are pushed into the unconscious 
mind where they create conflict 
with a person’s conscience, which 
also resides in the unconscious. 
This leads to feelings of guilt, Freud 
contended, and in turn, psychological 
disturbances.

Freud insisted that sexual 
desires should be released and 
gratified in any way desired, 
including premarital sex, infidelity, 
pedophilia, homosexual activity 
and pornography. He claimed that 
removing sexual restrictions improves 
one’s emotional health and reduces 
societal problems. 

However, the Bible sanctions just 
one way to fulfill sexual urges: within 
a husband-and-wife union. Any 
desires outside of that must indeed 
be repressed. 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 Paul 
admonishes us, “Abstain from sexual 
immorality; that each one of you know 
how to control his own body” (English 
Standard Version). Self-control is not a 
burden but a vital character strength, 

something we need to exercise in 
every aspect of our lives. 

Certainly the biggest lie perpetuated 
by Freud was that humanity doesn’t 
need God. Freud insisted that God was 
nothing more than a “psychological 
projection” that served to shield 
people from realities and problems 
they couldn’t cope with on their own. 
He thought a “truly civilized society” 
was possible only if humanity was “set 
free” from its belief in God.

Freud saw science as the answer to 
all of mankind’s problems. He said 
that religion needed to be destroyed 
so science could prosper. He said 
art, philosophy and religion were 
the three powers that could dispute 
the position of science but added, 
“Religion alone is to be taken seriously 
as an enemy” (New Introductory 
Lectures on Psycho-Analysis, 1933).

The irony is that while Freud put 
much work into studying neuroses, 
his theories were destined to be 
flawed. The subject matter of all 
his work was actually spiritual in 
nature. Controlling personal desires, 
understanding the mind, relating to 
others, responding to shortcomings, 
etc. all require godly understanding. 
His work could not be truly successful 
because he rejected the source of 
spiritual knowledge, God.

Freud’s ideologies were humanist 
in nature—based on human-centered 
thinking, rather than on God. No one 
can ever have a proper understanding 
of the human psyche when our 
Creator is left out of the reasoning 
process (Proverbs 9:10).

Like Karl Marx, Charles Darwin and 
other influential “thinkers,” Freud 
didn’t think God was the answer to 
mankind’s problems. In fact, God is 
the only answer. D

“Guilt is always 
destructive.”4.

“People should be 
able to satisfy their 
sexual desires any 
way they please.”

5.

“God is not the answer.”6.
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America, like Britain before it, 
has been undisputed ruler of the 
waves. But the winds of change 
signal growing conflict in the 
struggle for control of the seas. 
What does the Bible say about 
sea power and global trade in 
the end times?
By Mike Bennett

WHO WILL RULE 
THE WAVES?

USA Today reported, “Small surface 
combatants comprise the majority 
of China’s attack ships, while the U.S. 
dominates when it comes to larger 
combatants and aircraft carriers. 
Raw numbers aside, the U.S. has the 
war fighting edge when it comes 
to advanced technology, weapons 
systems and operational capabilities.”

But things are changing fast. 
Reuters reports that the Chinese navy 

as ruler of the waves seems to be 
fading, countries around the world are 
reconsidering their own naval strategies.

New naval arms race
Looking at just the three largest 

navies shows that serious competition 
is underway. Both Russia and 
China have more attack ships and 
submarines than the U.S., but total 
numbers don’t tell the whole story.

C
ontrol of the seas 
can mean peace. 
Control of the seas 
can mean victory. 
The United States 
must control the seas 

if it is to protect your security,” said U.S. 
President John F. Kennedy, June 6, 1963.

Leaders throughout history have 
realized the vital importance of sea 
power. And now as America’s reign 

“

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/06/30/world-powers-rush-build-huge-missile-laden-submarines/711058002/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/china-army-navy/
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/heritage/famous-navy-quotations.html
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“now has about 400 warships and 
submarines, according to U.S. and 
other Western naval analysts. By 2030, 
the Chinese navy could have more 
than 530 warships and submarines, 
according to a projection in a 2016 
U.S. Naval War College study.

“A shrunken and overworked U.S. 
Navy, which has ruled the oceans 
virtually unchallenged since the end 
of the Cold War, had 288 warships 
and submarines at the end of March, 
according to the Pentagon.”

Threats to continued 
American dominance

Competition is growing and U.S. 
vulnerabilities are being increasingly 
scrutinized and exploited. 

Some of the dangers it could face 
include: 
• Espionage providing various 

enemies with the vulnerabilities 
of U.S. vessels as well as plans for 
replicating U.S. technologies.

• Asymmetric attacks by small boats, 
divers, mines and even trained 
dolphins and beluga whales. 

• Crowded waterways and overtaxed 
crews leading to accidental or 
intentional collisions. 

• Cyberattacks.
• EMP attacks (electromagnetic 

pulse weapons frying a ship’s 
electronics).

• Anti-satellite weapons disrupting 
command and control.

Updated tech, outdated 
assumptions?

In light of such dangers, some 
believe U.S. military strategies and 
assumptions have made America 
more vulnerable.

Christian Brose, author of a 
forthcoming book on the future 
of warfare, wrote in Foreign Affairs 
that since the end of the Cold War, 
the U.S. military “assumes that 
any quantitative advantage that 

an adversary may possess will be 
overcome by its own superior ability 
to evade detection, penetrate enemy 
defenses, and strike targets. And it 
assumes that U.S. forces will suffer few 
losses in combat.

“These assumptions have led to a 
force built around relatively small 
numbers of large, expensive, and 
hard-to-replace systems. … What’s 
more, systems such as these depend 
on communications, logistics, and 
satellite networks that are almost 
entirely defenseless, because they 
were designed under the premise that 
no adversary would ever be able to 
attack them” (May/June 2019, p. 128).

Potential adversaries will have 
plans to exploit these vulnerabilities. 
Navy Times reported:

“China’s Rear Adm. Luo Yuan, the 
deputy head of the Chinese Academy 
of Military Sciences, added fuel to the 
South China Sea fire when he stated the 
key for Chinese domination in those 
hotly contested waters could lie in the 
sinking of two U.S. aircraft carriers. …

“‘What the United States fears the 
most is taking casualties,’ the admiral 
said, before adding that such an 
attack on two of the U.S. Navy’s steel 
behemoths would claim upwards of 
10,000 lives.”

Such threats are only part of the 
picture. The geopolitical realities 
are shifting, as Britain and the U.S. 
continue losing sea gates they long 
controlled.

Losing strategic sea gates
One key aspect of the rise of British 

and American naval and trading 
power has been their control over 
strategic sea gates or choke points 
around the world. You can learn more 
about this in our booklet The United 
States, Britain & the Commonwealth in 
Prophecy, especially the infographic 
on pages 78-79. 

This booklet traces the historical 
and prophetic significance of the rise 
of these nations—and their decline. It 
shows that national sins are playing 
a part in the dismantling of these 
strategic advantages.

Consider how their influence 
has been diminished or is being 
threatened in places like:
• The Suez Canal: under British 

control until 1956.
• The Panama Canal: since 1999 

controlled by Panama, and now 
run by a Chinese company.

• Strait of Malacca: under British 
control until 1957.

• South China Sea: the U.S. 
continues freedom of navigation 
exercises, while China builds 
islands and bases to reinforce its 
claim (see “Route of Contention” 
and “China’s Dream”).

• Sri Lanka: Chinese investments 
allowed China to gain control of 
a strategic port (“How China Got 
Sri Lanka to Cough Up a Port,” The 
New York Times).

• Strait of Hormuz: Iran threatens this 

Strategic sea gates  
and choke points

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/01/04/well-see-how-frightened-america-is-chinese-admiral-says-sinking-us-carriers-key-to-dominating-south-china-sea/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/blog/route-of-contention/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/discern/jan-feb-2018-discern/chinas-dream/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/25/world/asia/china-sri-lanka-port.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/25/world/asia/china-sri-lanka-port.html
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route of much of the world’s oil in 
defiance of the U.S. and Britain.

• Gibraltar: Brexit has reignited 
conflict with Spain over this 
strategic entrance to the 
Mediterranean.

All of this portends a significant 
decline in power for these nations 
that have policed the world’s oceans 
for centuries. Could it be a fulfillment 
of God’s warning to sinful people that 
He would eventually “break the pride 
of your power” (Leviticus 26:19)?

While China appears to be the 
greatest threat now, many other 
countries are upgrading their navies. 
In a world where America’s security 
umbrella is being doubted, even allies 
are scrambling for ways to protect 
their national and regional interests.

Considering these and other troubling 
trends, what will the future hold?

Ships, international trade and 
maritime conflict all play a part in 
end-time Bible prophecies.

Prophecy of end-time 
European naval power

One major event of the end time 
will be a final conflict between “the 
king of the South” based in the 
Middle East and “the king of the 
North” based in Europe. Daniel 
says, “At the time of the end the king 
of the South shall attack him; and 
the king of the North shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, horsemen, and with many 
ships; and he shall enter the countries, 
overwhelm them, and pass through” 
(Daniel 11:40, emphasis added).

Though Daniel described them 
using the military technology of the 
time, the ships and other equipment 
will surely be the latest in state-of-the-
art weaponry. The northern army and 
navy will rapidly overrun many nations 
in the Middle East (verses 41-43).

This European power, also known 
as “the beast,” will seem to have 

unmatched 
military power. 
People will 
marvel: “Who 
is like the 
beast? Who is 
able to make 
war with him?” 
(Revelation 13:4). 

This bloc of 10 nations or groups of 
nations will have a role in subjugating 
many of the English-speaking peoples 
(see “What Is Jacob’s Trouble in End-
Time Prophecy?”).

But no matter how great the end-
time naval powers become, they will 
be no match for the power of the 
Creator God. As human evil grows 
worse and worse, God will reassert 
His control over the waves.

The second trumpet 
plague strikes the seas 
and ships

Throughout the Bible, God warns 
that sin—breaking God’s beneficial 
laws—brings terrible consequences. In 
the end time those consequences will 
crescendo to a terrible climax. God 
warns of seven plagues announced by 
trumpets. The second of these plagues 
will strike the seas and ships:

“Then the second angel sounded: 
And something like a great mountain 
burning with fire was thrown into 
the sea, and a third of the sea became 
blood. And a third of living creatures 
in the sea died, and a third of the ships 
were destroyed” (Revelation 8:8-9).

Learn more in our article “Why Will 
God Send the Seven Trumpet Plagues?”

Sadly, even in the face of these 
plagues, John records that people “did 
not repent” of their sins and rebellion 
against God (Revelation 9:20-21).

The fall of Babylon
Near the end of Revelation we read 

of humanity’s last great effort to live 
apart from God. The wealth and power 

of this evil end-time Babylonian system 
is tied to its prowess in international 
trade. When this end-time Babylon 
falls, many will mourn. 

“‘For in one hour such great riches 
came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, 
all who travel by ship, sailors, and 
as many as trade on the sea, stood at 
a distance and cried out when they 
saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 
‘What is like this great city?’

“They threw dust on their heads 
and cried out, weeping and wailing, 
and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great 
city, in which all who had ships on 
the sea became rich by her wealth!’” 
(Revelation 18:17-19; see our article 

“What Is Babylon?”).
While the merchants and sailors 

will mourn, God’s people will 
rejoice to know that this evil system 
that persecutes and martyrs true 
Christians and trades in the “bodies 
and souls of men” will finally be 
stopped (Revelation 18:13, 20, 24). 

“As the waters cover  
the sea”

The end of this evil power will 
signal the beginning of a greater 
power that will produce even 
greater prosperity: the Kingdom of 
God. Jesus Christ will return to save 
humanity from self-destruction and 
will establish the Kingdom of God to 
rule over the earth and seas with true 
justice and for the good of all.

“Neither shall they learn war 
anymore” (Isaiah 2:4), neither on land 
nor on the sea. “They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, 
for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

In the end God will rule the waves, 
and the result will be peace.

Study more about end-time events 
leading up to the return of Christ in 
our free booklet The Book of Revelation: 
The Storm Before the Calm. D

Neither 
shall they 
learn war 
anymore.
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By Jeremy Lallier

CHRISTIANITY

I N  P R O G R E S S

Owning Your Calling
Your calling is of inestimable value. Do you know what it is—and what to do with it? 
When we don’t make the effort to own our calling, we miss out on what really matters.

T
he Bible is the most 
published book in 
the world. Billions 
upon billions of 
copies, translated into 
hundreds of languages. 

Reams of commentary, exposition 
and analysis by gifted scholars who 
dedicated their lives to understanding 
the linguistic and cultural nuances 
of the earliest available manuscripts. 
Two millennia of studying, 
memorizing, reciting and debating its 
31,102 verses.

And for all that, most people don’t 
get it.

Not because they don’t care enough. 
Not because they aren’t qualified 
enough. Not because they aren’t 
dedicated enough. Many of the people 
who interact with the Bible approach 
it with more passion, education and 
dedication than the rest of us can ever 
hope to muster.

No—it has nothing to do with any 
of that. Here’s the real reason so many 
people have opened the pages of the 
Bible and failed to see its most precious 
truths—truths about the nature of God, 
His ongoing plan for humankind, and 
the very reason you draw breath:

They aren’t called. Not yet.
That’s it. That’s the reason. That’s the 

big dividing line between people who 
“get it” and people who don’t. And it’s a 
line that has very little to do with us—
and everything to do with God.

God’s plan is still in 
progress

“For consider your calling, brothers: 
not many of you were wise according 
to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of 
God” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29, English 
Standard Version).

God is doing something big. 
Something enormous. He’s growing His 
family, and He’s doing it on a scale so 
colossal that it’s not always easy to grasp 
the full magnitude of what’s happening.

He created the entire human race to 
be His children—to become spiritual, 
immortal beings like Him and live 
forever in His Kingdom, in a world 
where “God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 
There shall be no more pain, for the 
former things have passed away” 
(Revelation 21:4).

But we’re not there yet. We’re 
physical, mortal beings made from dirt, 
and our world is very much filled with 
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You’re going to discover plenty of 
attention-sucking distractions. And 
sometimes, when the life and death of 
a loved one is on the line, you’re going 
to pray fervently to God for a miracle, 
and He’s going to say no.

What will you do with 
your calling?

Those are all opportunities for us to 
say, “This isn’t what I thought it was. 
These people aren’t who I thought they 
were. I don’t want to do this anymore.” 
And some people do just that.

But if God has called you—if you’re 
digging deeper and deeper into His 
Word and discovering more and 
more of His precious truths—then 
you have the opportunity to own your 
calling. To decide that the behavior 
of imperfect people cannot shake 
your faith in a perfect God. To keep 
God first in your life no matter how 
many things are crying out for your 
attention. To accept that your own 
understanding is incomplete and 
allow God to refine it, no matter how 
uncomfortable that process is. To 
trust that God knows all, sees all and 
understands all—and to trust that 
when He says, “No” or “Not yet,” He 
has reasons we can’t see yet.

It’s not easy, but being a Christian in 
progress isn’t supposed to be. You’re 
part of Phase One in God’s incredible 
plan to bring us all into a world where 

“the former things have passed away.”
He called you.
You’ll find a lot of compelling 

reasons to neglect that calling, but 
none of those reasons are good enough 
to give up on what’s ahead of you.

Own your calling.
You can do this.
We have four seven-day Journeys 

designed to guide you through what 
the Bible has to say about who God is, 
what He’s doing, and where you fit in 
all of it. Visit our Learning Center to 
start on Journey 1: Knowing God. D

Not because we deserve it. Not 
because we’re entitled to it. Not 
because we’re indispensable or the 
most qualified, but simply because 
God chose to call us.

We’re Phase One of this big, 
enormous, mind-boggling plan. God 
is starting with us in order to show 
the world what He can accomplish 
through the people it wouldn’t 
normally consider significant in any 
way. Phase Two starts when the world 
has had enough of trying to do things 
its own way and begins to look to God 
for guidance. And in Phase Three, 
God opens the floodgates—offering a 
place in His family to everyone who 
has ever lived.

And here we are, at the start of it all.

Our calling requires a 
response

But “being called” is passive. It 
happens to us without our own input 
or action.

Our job is to take the next step 
and own that calling—to “be even 
more diligent to make your call and 
election sure” (2 Peter 1:10).

Your calling.
Your blessing, your privilege—your 

responsibility.
You’re the one who has to own 

it—to accept it as your own, to make 
it part of your identity, to nurture 
it and develop it. Because, if it’s 
necessary to “make your call and 
election sure,” then it’s possible for 
those things to be unsure. We can 
neglect our calling, and if we do that 
long enough, it’ll be as if we never 
had it in the first place.

And there are going to be things 
that will make you want to neglect 
your calling. You’re going to be hurt 
by people—friends, leaders, fellow 
Christians who should know better. 

death, sorrow, crying and pain. What 
will one day be considered “the former 
things” are very much the current, 
inescapable things for us today.

God doesn’t call us based 
on merit

For a long time, the human race 
has insisted on trying to find its 
own path to happiness and peace. 
And although God is allowing that 
doomed experiment to continue a 
little while longer, He isn’t sitting 
around and doing nothing.

He’s calling people—opening their 
minds to His truths, helping them to 
understand who He is and why we’re 
all here. And He’s starting by calling 
the foolish things, the weak things, 
the low and despised things—the 

“things that are not.”
You and me.

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n:

 D
av

id
 H

ic
ks

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/journeys/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/journey-1-knowing-god


28 DISCERN September/October 2019

Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation
When you’re a small animal, conventional wisdom 
says the best way to avoid being eaten is to stay 
out of sight. Turns out poison dart frogs aren’t 
much for conventional wisdom.

These incredibly small frogs, some as small as a 
thumbnail, are about as brightly colored as you 
can get. That bright color is a warning to potential 

predators—some of these frogs are 
among the world’s most poisonous 

creatures. The 2-inch-long golden 
dart frog,  for instance,  is 

loaded with enough 
neurotoxin to kill 

20,000 mice—or 
10 men.

Evolutionists have a hard time explaining how 
the frogs developed the ability to secrete such 
powerful neurotoxins without destroying their 
own nervous system. “It almost seems unlikely 
that something like that would evolve,” said 
Rebecca Tarvin, a biologist at the University of 
Texas at Austin.

Poison dart frogs have an ever-so-slight difference 
in the design of their nerve receptors—just 
enough to keep the toxin from binding to those 
receptors, while still allowing them to function 
normally. According to NationalGeographic.com, 
“The frogs evolutionarily stumbled across this 
resistance on at least three separate occasions, a 
testament to that mutation’s usefulness.”

In fact, this resistance is a testament to the 
wisdom and intricacy of design in God’s creation.

Pictured below: mission golden-eyed tree frog 
(Trachycephalus resinifictrix)

Photos by James Capo

 Text by James Capo and Jeremy Lallier

Pictured above: Anthony’s poison arrow frog 
(Epipedobates anthonyi)

The Puzzling Poison Frogs of 
Central and South America

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/09/poison-frogs-toxins-venoms-resistance-animals/
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SURPRISING TRUTHS 
FROM THE OLIVET PROPHECY  
PART 1  
Jesus’ longest recorded talk on prophecy was given on the Mount of Olives 
not long before His arrest and crucifixion. To really understand this prophecy, 
we must first explore its background and context.
By Erik Jones

M
ost people think of 
Jesus as a great 
teacher or the 
prophesied Messiah 
or as the Son of God. 
And He certainly was 

all those things. 
But He was also something else 

that is not considered as much: He 
was a Prophet. 

Throughout His ministry, He 
prophesied many things that came to 
pass in His lifetime. For instance, He 
accurately prophesied His own death 
and resurrection and that one of His 
leading disciples, Peter, would deny 
Him three times. 

But He didn’t just predict events of 
His time. He also prophesied things 
that would occur many years in the 
future. 

His longest and most detailed 
prophecy was given just days before 
He was arrested, tried and crucified. 

It has come to be known as the 
Olivet Prophecy because it was given 
on the Mount of Olives (or Olivet). 
This article begins a series taking a 
closer look at these prophecies. In 
this article, we will explore some of 
the background to this fascinating 
prophetic discourse. 

A conversation about  
the temple 

The Mount of Olives is located on 
the east side of Jerusalem and, at the 
time of Christ, directly overlooked 
the majestic and beautiful temple 
complex that Herod had begun 
remodeling several decades earlier. 

When in Jerusalem, Jesus would 
often end a long day by heading up 
the Mount of Olives and retiring there 
for the night with His disciples. 

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and 
Luke record the prophecies He gave 
on that mountain a few days before 

His final Passover and the events 
leading to His arrest and crucifixion. 
He had just spent the day in the 
temple, which included, as it often did, 
heated confrontations with the scribes 
and Pharisees (Matthew 22 and 23). 

After those tense exchanges ended 
and the day was drawing to close, the 
conversations among His disciples 
turned to the temple complex itself. 
They started discussing the buildings 
and admiring the ornateness and 
beauty of the architecture (Matthew 
24:1; Luke 21:5). 

Herod’s temple complex was still 
a work in progress that wouldn’t be 
completely finished for about 30 
more years. Perhaps the disciples 
were admiring a specific portion of 
the complex that had recently been 
completed. It is interesting that the 
Gospel writers point out the disciples’ 
fascination with the stones of the 
temple complex. Mark records them 
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saying to Jesus, “Teacher, see what 
manner of stones and what buildings 
are here!” (Mark 13:1). 

The stones of Herod’s temple were 
enormous and impressive even by 
modern standards. Limestone was 
quarried locally and fashioned by 
skilled stonecutters into massive 
rectangular blocks that fit together 
almost perfectly. Because they fit so 
well, no mortar was needed to seal or 
reinforce them. Most of these stones 
weighed in the tons and averaged 
about 4 feet high by 10 feet in length.

I write this just after having returned 
from a trip to Jerusalem where we saw 
many of the Herodian stones of the 
platform on which the temple was 
built. What is fascinating is that 2,000 
years later, guides and tourists still 
gaze at these stones in admiration and 
wonder just how they were moved and 
put perfectly in place!

The comment that  
shocked the disciples

Whatever their reasons for 
discussing the impressiveness of the 
temple, what Jesus said next was not 
what the disciples expected. Instead of 

joining them in “oohing and aahing” 
over the beautiful structure, He made 
a statement that was shocking and 
probably somewhat deflating to them:

“These things which you see—the 
days will come in which not one stone 
shall be left upon another that shall 
not be thrown down” (Luke 21:6). 

Here was the Man they were 
convinced was the Messiah 
proclaiming that the most important 
structure in their country and religion 
was going to be completely destroyed. 
This was undoubtedly disturbing. The 
pain of the Babylonian destruction 
of Solomon’s temple and the 
thankfulness for the rebuilt second 
temple were still very much a part of 
the Jewish consciousness. 

The idea of losing the rebuilt and 
refurbished temple was unthinkable. 
Especially coming from the Man 
they expected would restore Israel’s 
glory and expel the Romans! But it 
wasn’t just the national and spiritual 
implications of what He was saying 
that shocked them, it was also the 
logistics of those massive stones they 
thought were so impressive being 

“thrown down.” 

This, of course, did happen almost 
40 years later when the Romans 
conquered Jerusalem and destroyed 
the temple under the command of 
Titus. (The temple itself was destroyed 
totally—not one stone was left upon 
another, but some foundational 
stones that were not part of the temple 
still remain and can be seen today.)

You can imagine the disciples 
following Jesus up the mountain in 
silence, somewhat discouraged and 
pondering what He had said about 
the temple being destroyed. They 
were starting to realize that what they 
had thought Jesus would do—restore 
the kingdom of Israel, expel the 
Romans and rule from Jerusalem—
was not going to happen immediately, 
as they had hoped. 

When will these things be?
So, when they finally got up the 

mountain, four of the disciples (Mark 
13:3) approached Jesus privately and 
asked Him the question that had been 
nagging at them:

“Tell us, when will these things be? 
And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?” 
(Matthew 24:3).

This question represented one of 
the rare moments when the disciples 
seemed to grasp that Jesus the 
Messiah wasn’t coming to rule Israel 
at that time. Perhaps they wanted a 
simple, short answer. Instead, Jesus 
gave them what has come to be 
known as the Olivet Prophecy. In fact, 
it is the longest answer Jesus gave to a 
question recorded in the Gospels. 

His answer not only dealt with the 
signs—both general and specific—that 
would precede His second coming, 
but also covered spiritual warnings 
for His people in the end times. 

In our next issue, we will begin 
taking a closer look at some of the 
most interesting—and surprising—
parts of Jesus’ answer to them. D
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BY THE WAY with 

Tourists come from all around to experience this most unusual sea 
where nothing can live. But there is a plan to heal its waters.

From Dead Sea to Living Sea
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WARMTH FLOODED MY BODY. THERE WAS AN 
unctuous feeling on my skin, and a sting in the small 
abrasion on my leg. I had the strange sensation of floating 
too far out of the water; it was impossible to sink. 

This was the lowest body of water on earth, in what is the 
lowest point on the planet’s land surface. It has been called 
the Primordial Sea, the East Sea, the Sea of Lot, the Sea of 
Sodom, the Sea of Asphalt and the Devil’s Sea. Today it is 
commonly known as the Dead Sea.

For thousands of years, water flowing from the 
watershed of Mount Hermon, through the Sea of Galilee, 
and down the Jordan River valley between modern 
Jordan and Israel, entered the sea where it died. There is 
nowhere else for gravity to take the water from this low 
place; the surface and shore are 1,412 feet (430 meters) 
below sea level. Its water can only escape by evaporation, 
leaving behind whatever minerals it carried along. Toxic 
concentrations of salts sting tender skin. To drink of it 
would cause illness or even death. 

The Dead Sea has its uses. Chemicals such as potash 
and bromine are harvested. Sufferers of skin disorders 
bathe in the water to aid healing. Tourists come in their 
thousands to see it and experience the strange sensation of 
floating on its waters.

Still, it is dead
Yet it is the Dead Sea. Fish cannot live in it; there are no 

aquatic plants. It cannot be used for irrigation. It cannot 
serve the life-giving function of water.

But that will change.

From Dead to Living Sea
At this time of year, Christians who follow the example 

of the New Testament Church observe the Feast of 
Tabernacles. This joyous festival illustrates prophecies to 
be fulfilled after the return of Jesus Christ to establish the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

One of the prophecies concerns the Dead Sea. The 
prophet Ezekiel was shown a vision of a great temple 
in Jerusalem, from which will flow a life-giving river. Its 
waters will heal even the Dead Sea and the desert valley 
around it.

“Then he [an angel] said to me: ‘This water flows toward 
the eastern region, goes down into the valley, and enters 
the [Dead] sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are 
healed. And it shall be that every living thing that moves, 
wherever the rivers go, will live. There will be a very great 
multitude of fish, because these waters go there; for they 
will be healed, and everything will live wherever the river 
goes. It shall be that fishermen will stand by it … [there] 
will be places for spreading their nets. Their fish will be 
of the same kinds as the fish of the Great [Mediterranean] 
Sea, exceedingly many’” (Ezekiel 47:8-10).

What a potent symbol of a transformed world. Waste 
places will become fertile; places of death will teem with 
life. How wonderful it will be to see the vitality of life in 
what could then be called the Living Sea. 

In this present world that knows too much suffering 
and death, the promises of God give comforting hope for a 
future of healing and life.

—Joel Meeker
@Joel Meeker

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/feast-of-tabernacles/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/feast-of-tabernacles/


Discover the Feasts of the Lord 
at the Learning Center on  

LifeHopeandTruth.com

God has a plan for you—and not just you but 
the whole human race, past, present and future. 

In this 10-part video series, we’ll explore what 
that future is and how you can be part of it.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/video-series/feasts-of-the-lord/

