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In 1482 the Portuguese, needing a place 
to store and protect all the gold they were 
gathering, constructed a massive stone fort 
on the Atlantic coast of what is today the city of Elmina, 
Ghana. Within a few decades, however, this and other 
similar forts along the Gold Coast were turned into storage 
facilities for a far different commodity—human beings. 
This fort came to be known as the Elmina slave castle.

Today it stands as a museum—a somber monument to 
one of the most sordid eras in human history. The Dutch 
ousted the Portuguese in 1637 and took over the lucrative 
slave trading business, but they were not alone. Other 
European nations competed heavily with them, their 
steady supply of slaves coming primarily from Africans 
who captured and sold their fellow man. 

As a New York Times article reported, “By the 18th 
century an estimated 68,400 slaves were exported from 
Africa each year, of whom about 41,000 came from West 
Africa, according to published accounts of the times. Of 
those, 10,000 left Elmina’s shores when the castle was 
operating at full capacity, according to Ghana’s Museums 
and Monuments Board.” 

The Elmina slave castle
I’m writing this from Elmina, and looking across the 

bay, I can see the castle dominating the skyline about a mile 
away. Until my first visit here in 2012, I knew nothing about 
this. But after you tour the museum, you can never forget it. 

Several things usually stand out to visitors. Standing in 
one of the dungeons, the guide closes the door, and with 
only tiny shafts of light piercing the darkness, you can 
scarcely comprehend how hundreds of humans stood here 
for days, enduring the squalid conditions he describes. 

In stark contrast, you later tour the luxurious 
accommodations above—where the officers and clergy 
lived—and the church dominating the courtyard. The 
religious institutions of the day, sad to say, were often 
complicit in these deeds. 

The door of no return
The most haunting view for most visitors 

is what was called “the door of no return.” 
It was the portal through which all these 
poor people passed to board the slave ships 
bound for the New World. Many, maybe 
the luckiest, would die at sea. Most would 
die only after enduring the physical and 
emotional pain of lifelong bondage.

The slave trade was officially abolished 
in the early 1800s, but going through an 

airport on my way here I saw posters telling travelers how 
to recognize the signs of human trafficking. Why? Because 
slavery has never really gone away. 

Slaves of sin
But one poster you’ll likely never see is one instructing 

us on how to recognize the greatest scourge of slavery that 
exists today—the bondage of sin!

Jesus once told a crowd, “You shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” They argued that they were 
never in bondage, to which He replied, “Whoever commits 
sin is a slave to sin.” 

Sin has taken all of us through the spiritual door of no 
return. We are destined to live under the cruelty of our 
taskmaster, Satan the devil, unless one thing happens. We 
can be “bought at a price,” as Paul described it, and be set 
free. The price was Jesus Christ’s life. 

You will see several articles in this issue of Discern that 
explain God’s teachings pertaining to spiritual freedom 
and how to attain it. I hope that you, unlike those who 
blindly denied Jesus’ words, can look around and see how 
we are indeed a world held captive to sin. 

In the Elmina slave castle is a plaque with this plea: 
“May humanity never again perpetrate such injustice 
against humanity.” It’s a noble quest. It will take each of 
us turning from sin, and turning to God in truth and 
obedience, to make it come true and to find true freedom!

T
SLAVERY AND TRUE FREEDOM

The haunting Elmina slave 
castle reminds me of the 
terrible atrocity of slavery. 
It also sparks sobering 
thoughts about spiritual 
slavery—and real freedom!

Clyde Kilough
Editor

CONSIDER
THIS



Does 
God 
Hate 
Me?

S
ome of the questions sent 
to our “Ask a Question” 
team are heartrending. 
Some ask, “Does God hate 
me?” Others despair, “God 
hates me! Why?” 

A recent message reflected the 
struggles and hopelessness so many feel:

“I’m facing too many problems in 
my profession. I have to face various 
struggles day to day. I’m very afraid 
about my job. I’m often praying [but 
God] is not at all listening to me. 
What can I do? Who else in this world 

Despair and hopelessness 
can lead us to wonder, Why 
doesn’t God love me? Why 
does He hate me? What 
does the Bible say to those 
who ask such questions? 
What does God really hate? 
What does He want us 
to know about His deep, 
eternal love?

By Mike Bennett
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will help me other than Jesus? I’m 
very helpless and also lost all my 
hope. Why [is] Jesus not helping me? 
Did I [do] anything wrong?”

Doesn’t God care? Do the flood of 
challenges and heartaches so many 
face show His lack of love? Or 
indifference? Or even hate?

God proves His love
John 3:16-17 is quoted so often, it 

may have lost its impact. But imagine 
yourself in the place of God the 
Father or Jesus Christ.

Imagine being willing to give the 
ultimate sacrifice for a world of 
people You had created but who had 
become selfish and sinful. Imagine 
the thoughts and plans, the hopes 
and dreams, the care and concern 
involved in delivering people from 
the death penalty and offering them 
an eternal family relationship with 
their Creator!

“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. For God 
did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.”

No greater love is possible!
More about this in a moment. First, 

it’s important to understand more 
about how the universe really works 
behind the scenes. Why are things not 
always as they appear? When we feel 
hated, who is it really who hates us?

The real enemy
The Bible tells us Satan is a cruel 

and wrathful enemy (1 Peter 5:8; 
Revelation 12:12). He hates God and 
hates humanity. He seeks in every way 
he can to thwart God’s loving plan 
and to cause humans to give up hope.

The book of Job gives us a glimpse 
behind the curtain. We see Satan’s 

vicious attacks on Job for what they 
are—hateful, desperate attempts to 
discourage Job and get him to give up. 

But Job did not understand what 
was really happening. He assumed 
the suffering was from God.

In his grief Job cried out to God, 
“Why do You hide Your face, and 
regard me as Your enemy?” ( Job 
13:24). To his three friends, who 
understood even less than Job did, he 
said, “He tears me in His wrath, and 
hates me” ( Job 16:9). 

The story of Job is not an easy 
one. God did allow Job’s terrible 
trial. But it was definitely not 
because He hated him. God’s love 
for Job—and for all of us—exceeds 
our ability to comprehend.

Misunderstanding 
suffering

Job’s miserable comforters insisted 
that Job’s suffering was a sign of 
God’s displeasure with Job, but God 
said they were wrong in what they 
said about Him ( Job 42:7). They were 
judging on appearances.

It is easy for us to base our feelings 
of being loved or hated on our 
physical circumstances. We naturally 
believe that if we are loved, we will 
live a blessed and easy life. If life is 
hard and painful, God must hate us. 

But circumstances and suffering do 
not give the whole picture. So many 
of the faithful, beloved people of God 
suffered terrible trials, and Paul tells 
Christians, “We must through many 
tribulations enter the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 14:22).

The following articles can help you 
explore this huge subject in the Bible: 
“Why Am I Suffering?” “When Life 
Doesn’t Make Sense” and “4 Ways to 
Find Joy in Trials.”

Trials do not automatically mean 
God hates us or is punishing us. But 

that is not to say we don’t bring bad 
consequences on ourselves many 
times. It is wise to examine what we 
have done and to repent of any wrong, 
to rectify what we can and to work to 
avoid making the same mistakes.

Breaking God’s law—sinning—does 
cause terrible suffering and 
ultimately eternal death. 

What does God really 
hate?

God does not hate you!
But the Bible does list some things 

God hates:
• Sin and lawlessness (Psalm 45:6-7).
• Pride, deception, violence, 

wickedness and discord (Proverbs 
6:16-19).

• Pagan worship and child sacrifice 
(Deuteronomy 12:31).

• Divorce (Malachi 2:16).
All these produce evil and suffering 

for those involved and those around 
them. God hates evil thoughts and 
acts and the destruction they cause. 

He hates sin, but loves sinners. He 

WHY DOESN’T GOD 
ANSWER ME?

The Bible has a lot to say 
about how and when God 
answers prayers. He can 
answer in different ways 
that we sometimes don’t 
recognize:
• Yes.
• Yes, but not yet.
• No, but I have something 

better in store for you.
See much more on this in 

our online article “Five Keys 
to Answered Prayers.”

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/why-am-i-suffering/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/why-am-i-suffering/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/why-am-i-suffering/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/joy-in-trials/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/joy-in-trials/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/what-is-sin/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/seven-things-god-hates/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/seven-things-god-hates/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/dont-copy-pagan-ways-of-worship/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/marriage/the-curse-of-divorce/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/five-keys-to-answered-prayers/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/five-keys-to-answered-prayers/
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loves them enough to deeply desire 
that they—that all of us—stop sinning. 

What about those few places 
where the Bible says God hates “the 
wicked” (Psalm 11:5) or a specific 
profane person like Esau? (See the 
sidebar “‘Esau I Have Hated’: What 
Did God Mean?”) These passages 
do not mean God’s hate and 
His love are mutually exclusive. 
Actually God loves even those He 
“hates.” He deeply desires for the 
wicked to change.

Even when we make ourselves 
hateful and when He hates what we 
do, His love for us remains steadfast.

God’s love and our 
response

The apostle Paul marveled at 
God’s great love:

“For when we were still without 
strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For scarcely for 
a righteous man will one die; yet 
perhaps for a good man someone 
would even dare to die. But God 
demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8, 
emphasis added).

God hates sin because of its 
terrible consequences. He doesn’t 
like to see us hurt ourselves. As Jesus 
told the woman caught in adultery, 
“Neither do I condemn you; go and 
sin no more” ( John 8:11).

God’s love for us requires—
deserves—a response. As the apostle 
John wrote, “Behold what manner of 
love the Father has bestowed on us, 
that we should be called children of 
God! … And everyone who has this 
hope in Him purifies himself, just as 
He is pure” (1 John 3:1, 3). 

Experiencing God’s pure love 
should motivate us to become like 
Him—to purify ourselves and to 
love as He loves.

“We love Him because He 
first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
How do we show that love? 
“Beloved, if God so loves us, we 
also ought to love one another” 
(verse 11). “By this we know 
that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and 
keep His commandments. For 
this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments. And 
His commandments are not 
burdensome” (1 John 5:2-3).

God’s 10 Commandments 
show us how to love God the 
way He wants to be loved, and 
to love other people in the way 
that promotes peace and godly 
relationships.

We respond to God’s love by 
repenting—changing our way of 
life—and living God’s beautiful, 
beneficial way instead. You can 
study more about this in two of 
our most practical and essential 
biblical resources: Change Your 
Life! and God’s 10 Commandments: 
Still Relevant Today.

When we accept God’s love 
and respond to His call through 
repentance and the conversion 
process, we no longer need worry 
that God hates us. Then “the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

God’s love is the strongest force in 
the universe. As Paul encouraged 
the Christians in Rome:

“For I am persuaded that 
neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor principalities nor powers, 
nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor 
any other created thing, shall be 
able to separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). D

“ESAU I HAVE HATED”: 
WHAT DID GOD MEAN?

God said, “Jacob I have loved; 
but Esau I have hated” (Romans 
9:13). This is quoted from 
Malachi 1:2-3, and it is merely 
an expression meaning that 
God showed favor to Jacob 
instead of Esau who, as the 
firstborn brother, would 
normally have received the 
inheritance and birthright 
promises. The point in both 
sections is more on the subject 
of selection and rejection of 
descendants at that time, rather 
than His love for individuals.

So the promises God gave to 
Abraham’s descendants were 
extended through the line 
of Jacob, instead of Esau, 
who “despised his birthright” 
(Genesis 25:34). You can read 
more about Esau’s choices in 
our Daily Bible Verse Blog post 
“Esau Sells His Birthright.”

What about the word hate? 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s 
Commentary explains that 
God hated Esau relatively 
speaking, “that is, [God] did 
not choose him out to be the 
object of gratuitous favor, as 
[God] did Jacob.” God chose 
Jacob and his descendants to 
be His people and the ones He 
would continue His blessings 
through, rather than Esau.

In the end, God loves all 
people and has a plan that 
shows His deep love for each 
individual. You can read more 
about this in our articles “God 
Is Not Racist” and “Is God Fair?”

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/gods-10-commandments
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/esau-sells-his-birthright/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/12-tribes-of-israel/god-is-not-racist/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/12-tribes-of-israel/god-is-not-racist/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/last-great-day/is-god-fair/
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He was Indian and, you could say, 
a minority within a minority. That 
is, he was part of the barely 2 percent 
of people classified as Christians in 
India’s Hindu-dominated culture. 
In addition, after years of studying 
his Bible and finding within it 
many contradictions to what he 
had always believed, he was also 
growing more and more distant 
from even those of his own faith.

While his faith in religions had 
been shaken, his faith in God 
remained firm, but … where was 
He? What did God want him to 
know, to do? 

Finally, not knowing where else 
to go, he typed into the Internet 
search engine this simple question: 
“Where are you, God?”

Before you start 
searching

It’s a common question, a great 
question, one many people ask for 
many different reasons. It’s a search 
often triggered by times of trouble, 
when we are looking for help or 
encouragement. Sometimes it springs 
from doubt, when we’re needing 
assurance God really exists, really 

cares. It may come from intellectual 
curiosity, trying to comprehend big 
questions, such as the purpose for 
our existence. Even unbelievers and 
cynics pose the question, “Where is 
God when there is so much evil and 
suffering?” trying to cast doubt on 
whether He exists or cares.

What about you? Are you 
searching for God?

If so, two big questions need to 
be settled before you embark on 
your search. One involves critical 
understanding about God and 
His history with humanity. This 
two-part article series begins by 
focusing on this first question. The 
answer to the second question will 
determine whether you have any 
chance of finding Him.

Searching 
for 

 God“God, where are you?” he typed 
into the search engine. Millions 
of others have wondered the 
same thing. Why does God 
seem hard to find? What do we 
need to do to find Him?
By Clyde Kilough

H
e sat at his new 
computer, 
considering 
how to best 
phrase his 
question. 
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Is God hard to find because He’s 
playing some great cosmic game of 
hide-and-seek with us? In a way, 
yes—He tells us, in fact, that He is 
hiding—but it’s certainly no game. 

Multiple prophets, speaking to 
God’s chosen people Israel, told 
them He had gone into hiding. 
“Truly You are God, who hide 
Yourself,” Isaiah said. They were 
facing huge troubles, so why would 
God do that? 

The people “shall go to seek the 
Lord, but they will not find Him,” 
Hosea wrote, explaining, “He has 
withdrawn Himself from them.” 
Yet another prophet, Micah, said, 
“Then they will cry to the Lord, but 
He will not hear them; He will even 
hide His face from them at that 
time.” 

Why would God hide and not 
show Himself to those searching 
for Him?

Micah answered that question, 
summarizing the fractured 
relationship humanity in general 
has had with God since creation: 
“Because they have been evil in 
their deeds” (Micah 3:4). 

Look at it from God’s point of 
view. A consistent lesson in the 
Bible is the dismal track record we 
humans have in our relationship 
with Him. You can understand if 
God is more than a little skeptical 
when it comes to our saying we 
want to know Him. 

Who hid first?
It started with Adam and Eve. 

God created them, communicated 
with them, taught them, loved 
them, warned them about the 
danger of taking of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil—yet 
they coldly ignored Him and 
followed after Satan. 

And what did they do when “they 
heard the sound of the Lord God 
walking in the garden”? “Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God” (Genesis 
3:8, emphasis added throughout). 

Who hid first? Not God!
He offered, time and again, to 

reconnect with His children. When 
Israel cried out to Him in their 
bondage, He answered, “Here I 
am,” delivered them from slavery, 
gave them a home and promised to 
bless them in every way. What He 
justifiably expected in return was 
their respect and obedience. But 
for over 800 years Israel and Judah 
repeatedly rejected God, seeking 
Him only to bail them out of trouble. 

Later God revealed Himself even 
more directly, sending His Son 
in the flesh into a very religious 
culture. But He met with continual 
resistance and hostility from 

Can you 
find God 
if He’s 
hiding?1Question
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people who only wanted to relate 
to God on their terms, not His. 
Ironically, the people who were 
most stubborn and unwilling to 
listen were the religious leaders!

Jesus labeled them hypocrites 
because “‘this people honors Me 
with their lips, but their heart is far 
from Me. And in vain they worship 
Me, teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.’ For laying 
aside the commandment of God, 
you hold the tradition of men” 
(Mark 7:6-8).

Sad to say, ever since He gave that 
stinging indictment, the trend 
has worsened! We should not be 
surprised because it was Jesus 
Himself who also warned, “For many 
shall come in my name, saying, I 
am Christ, and shall deceive many” 
(Matthew 24:5, King James Version)! 

You can’t find God in 
the dark

Note Christ’s emphasis—not a 
few, but many will come. Many 
will be deceived by people using 
His name, claiming to represent 
Him! Religious deception, He 
said, would stand as a major 
sign of the end of the age! Look 
around, as the man in India did, 
at all of the contradictory and 
often contentious churches of 
Christianity today and ask yourself, 
“Was His prophecy true?” 

No one wants to think, or be told, 
they are deceived. These words still 
shock and offend people today as 
much as they did then. But God’s 
Word makes it clear that basically 
the whole world today lies in 
spiritual darkness, blinded to Him 
and His truth. 

Why? Again, Jesus Himself gave 
the hard truth in John 3:19: “And 

this is the condemnation, that the 
light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil.” 
He continued in the next verse, “For 
everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, 
lest his deeds should be exposed.”

So, yes, humanity struggles 
along in the darkness of 
deception, because of choices—
both ours and God’s. 

Paul, in Romans 1:21, summed up 
humanity’s choice: “Because, 
although they knew God, they did 
not glorify Him as God, nor were 
thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened.” 

“They did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge,” so God “gave them 
over” or “gave them up” to do whatever 
they chose to do (verses 28, 24). 

So, yes, God has allowed the 
darkness of deception to settle in and, 
in effect, hide Him from humanity.

But that doesn’t mean God has 
given up on us. His promises 
remain that Christ is going to 
return, that His truth will be made 
clear, that humanity is not lost 
eternally, that God will be known. 
Please read our booklets From 
Holidays to Holy Days: God’s Plan 
for You and The Mystery of the 
Kingdom to understand the full 
scope of God’s work of salvation. 

Between now and then, though, 
can God be found by anyone? The 
answer is yes, if …

Our part and God’s part 
in the search

Paul stated to the Greek 
philosophers in Athens that God 
had made “from one blood every 
nation of men … so that they should 

seek the Lord, in the hope that they 
might grope for Him and find Him, 
though He is not far from each one 
of us” (Acts 17:26-27).

God wants us to find Him, but 
for thousands of years He has seen 
billions of people offering Him lip 
service only. Are you one of the 
rare people willing to truly “seek 
the Lord,” to genuinely “grope for 
Him and find Him”—really wanting 
to know Him and His way and, 
unlike most, willing to obey Him? 
That’s your part of the search.

But God the Father and Jesus 
Christ the Son also have Their parts 
to play, without which our search is 
futile. They must draw and reveal. 

Think deeply about Jesus’ 
statement, “No one can come to Me 
unless the Father who sent Me draws 
[leads, impels] him” ( John 6:44). 

Couple that with what we read in 
Matthew 11:27: “No one knows the 
Son except the Father. Nor does 
anyone know the Father except the 
Son, and the one to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him.” 

Few today seem to grasp what He 
was saying! No one, He says several 
times, can come to Christ or know 
God unless God chooses to draw him 
or Christ reveals the Father to him!

Okay, let’s say God does “call” 
you—another term used in the 
Bible to refer to God’s drawing a 
person. What happens then?

That depends on the answer to 
the second big question. The first 
question we have examined in this 
article is, “Can you find God if He’s 
hiding?” The second question is 
just as important: “Can God find 
you if you’re hiding?”

We will look deeply into this in the 
next issue of Discern, and also finish 
the story of our Indian friend! D

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-kingdom-of-god
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Easter, a celebration 
not taught in the Bible, 
has become one 
of the world’s most 
important holidays, but 
the observance Jesus 
commanded is widely 
ignored. Passover is a 
reminder of the death 
of our Savior and King.

The Death of the King
By Jim Franks

O ne of the most 
important 
celebrations on 
today’s Christian 
calendar is the 
holiday called 

Easter. Even though there is 
evidence that the name itself derives 
from a pagan goddess of spring, it 
is popularly viewed today as the 
celebration of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior for mankind. 
But only passing attention is given 
to the day of His death.

Don’t get me wrong—the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ was a 

big event! We are saved by His life 
(Romans 5:10). But we must first be 
reconciled to God through Jesus’ death.

Jesus didn’t encourage or sanction 
the celebration of His resurrection 
or Easter Sunday, and He wouldn’t 
have approved of the many unusual 
symbols employed as part of the 
celebration. What do bunny rabbits 
and painted eggs have to do with 
the resurrection of the Savior of 
mankind? Nothing! In fact the bunny 
rabbits and painted eggs attest to the 
rich history of promoting a variety 
of gods, especially the goddess of 

fertility. Both rabbits and eggs are 
used as fertility symbols. (Learn 
more in our online articles “Origin 
of Easter” and “Easter in the Bible? 
Translation Error!”)

To focus on what Jesus did and 
what He wants us to do, let’s look at 
the story of why He was killed. He was 
accused of being a king—and so He is!

Jerusalem, A.D. 31
An amazing discussion took place 

in the city of Jerusalem the year that 
Jesus Christ died. Pontius Pilate, 
the Roman governor, had a real 
mess on his hands. The Jews were 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/origin-of-easter/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/origin-of-easter/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/origin-of-easter/easter-in-the-bible/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/holy-days-vs-holidays/origin-of-easter/easter-in-the-bible/
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on the verge of revolt because of 
the brutality of the Romans. In the 
spring of the year, as the Jews were 
preparing to celebrate the Passover 
and the Days of Unleavened Bread, 
tensions were reaching the breaking 
point.

Sometime prior to that spring the 
Romans had brutally slaughtered a 
group of Galileans while they were 
offering sacrifices at the temple 
(Luke 13:1). Pilate led this massacre, 
no doubt, in an effort to intimidate 
the Jews and prevent any future 
violence. According to Josephus, the 
Galileans were extremely restless 
under Roman rule. It seems that 
Pilate took advantage of this incident 
in Jerusalem to send a message to all 
the Jews. 

Some speculate that this was part 

of the reason Herod Antipas, the 
Roman tetrarch for Galilee and 
Peraea, was at odds with Pilate. It was 
during the trial of Jesus that they 
patched up their differences (Luke 
23:12). Herod was flattered, it seems, 
that Pilate brought him into the 
decision-making process when Jesus 
was being tried. 

Pilate’s dilemma
As the Jews began to flood into 

Jerusalem for the Passover that 
year, Pilate sensed there could be 
violence in the streets unless he did 
something. Scholars believe that the 
population of the city would swell 

by as much as five times during the 
Passover season. Having that many 
visitors in Jerusalem gave Pilate 
sufficient reason to be concerned.

What could he do to minimize the 
potential for riots? 

Accusations 
This set the stage for a most 

unusual series of events. During their 
trial of Jesus, the Jewish leaders tried 
many ways to prove He was guilty. 
Eventually they asked Jesus if He was 
the Son of God. 

He answered, “You rightly say that I 
am” (Luke 22:70). 

With this, the Jewish leaders 
determined that Jesus was guilty 
of blasphemy. Since the Roman 
government didn’t allow the Jews to 
exact the death penalty ( John 18:31), 

they took Him to Pilate with charges 
of blasphemy, “perverting the nation, 
and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, 
saying that He Himself is Christ, a 
King” (Luke 23:2).

Pilate was looking for a way to give 
Jesus over to the Jews to let them 
punish Him—beat Him or hurt 
Him in a way that would cause the 
problem to go away. But the crowd 
refused Pilate’s statement, “I find no 
fault in this Man.” So Pilate decided 
to send Him to Herod once he heard 
that Jesus was a Galilean. 

“When Pilate heard of Galilee, he 
asked if the Man were a Galilean. 
And as soon as he knew that He 

belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he 
sent Him to Herod, who was also in 
Jerusalem at that time” (Luke 23:6-7).

The King and His 
Kingdom

For more than three years, Jesus of 
Nazareth had traveled from Galilee 
in the north to the Judean wilderness 
in the south. Wherever He went He 
preached that the Kingdom of God 
was at hand and the time for all to 
repent was now (Mark 1:15). The true 
gospel message is the good news of 
the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus Christ accepted the title King 
of the Jews, but He is much more 
than the king of the Jews. He is soon 
to be the “King of kings and Lord of 
lords” (Revelation 19:16). He will rule 
the Kingdom of God, which will be 

set up on earth at His second coming. 
He refers to this as “My kingdom” 
(Luke 22:30).

When Jesus was asked by Pilate if 
He was the king of the Jews, He 
responded, “It is as you say” (Luke 
23:3). The other charges against Jesus 
fell by the wayside, but eventually 
this one stuck. The Jews were under 
the subjugation of the Romans, and 
they had no king. Herod the Great 
was their last king. For Jesus to take 
the titles of King and Christ was 
dangerous. 

Even though Jesus knew He was 
going to die for this, He wasn’t about 
to deny who He was.

The Death of the King
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In keeping 
the Passover, 
we recognize 
each year that 
Jesus Christ 
gave His life 
to forgive 
our sins 

and provide 
the hope of 
eternal life.

The death of the King
Before the day ended, Pilate washed 

his hands of the whole matter, 
declaring Jesus to be innocent. 

Then Jesus was severely beaten, 
mocked and attacked for the next 
few hours. Finally He was nailed 
to a cross or an upright stake. 
(Scripture doesn’t definitively tell 
us the shape, and the Greek word 
stauros means an upright stake.) 
Then He suffered in excruciating 
pain for the next six hours. 

Darkness came over the earth for 
three hours, and afterward He was 
dead. The Son of God, the King of 
the Jews and the coming King of 
Kings died just outside the walls of 
Jerusalem. 

Remembering His death
If Jesus Christ had never died for 

our sins, we would have no hope of 
the resurrection. We commemorate 
His death each year on the night 
of Passover, as He commanded (1 
Corinthians 11:23-26). 

We deeply appreciate the 
significance of Jesus’ resurrection, 
but there is no biblical instruction 

to celebrate it. And it did not occur 
on Easter Sunday. Jesus rose from 
the grave late on Saturday afternoon 
(not the first day of the week), three 
full days and three full nights after 
being laid in the tomb. When the 
women showed up before sunrise on 
the first day of the week, Jesus was 
already resurrected and the tomb 
was empty (Mark 16:6). 

A different type of king
Throughout history, whenever a 

king dies, there has normally been 
tremendous pomp and ceremony 
honoring and praising the dead 
king. Jesus Christ was a different 
type of king. He was not the 
arrogant, “you must serve me” type 
of king. He declared Himself to be a 
servant. He stated that He came to 
serve (Mark 10:45). 

Imagine that! A king who sought 
to serve others. Historically, the most 
common trait of kings (and queens) 
has been one of self-indulgence: “I 
will live like a king, but not you. You 
are my servants.” 

A momentous death
On a lonely hillside outside the city 

of Jerusalem in A.D. 31, a king died. 
As He suffered, the world went 

dark for a period of three hours 
(Matthew 27:45). At His death, the 
curtain that separated the holy 
place from the holy of holies in the 
temple was torn in two (Matthew 
27:51). Graves were opened, and 
people known in the community 
who had died in the days prior 
were resurrected (Matthew 27:52-
53). An earthquake rocked the area 
(Matthew 27:54). 

All of Jerusalem knew that 
something of great magnitude had 
taken place. 

Yes, not just a king, but the King 
had died. He gave His life to make 
salvation possible. 

Passover: 
commemorating the 
death of the King

To obey this King, we, as Christians, 
are to gather on the evening of the 
14th of Abib, the first month of the 
Hebrew calendar. In Scripture it is 
called the Passover and is described 
by Paul in 1 Corinthians 11. 

In celebrating Easter, people use 
rabbits and painted eggs as 
religious symbols. But in keeping 
the Passover, we recognize each 
year that Jesus Christ gave His life 
to forgive our sins and provide the 
hope of eternal life. He is truly our 
King who came to serve! 

The resurrection of Jesus is an 
important part of God’s plan to 
save mankind, but without the 
death of our Savior, we would have 
no hope. For that reason we are 
commanded to commemorate the 
death of the King—Jesus Christ, the 
Savior of all mankind. D

Learn more about Passover and 
the other festivals of the Bible in our 
free booklet From Holidays to Holy 
Days: God’s Plan for You.

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days/
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What did Jesus mean when 
He said, “I am the resurrection 
and the life”? Jesus’ teaching 
and events following this 
statement reveal much about 
the resurrection of the dead. 
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Just days before His crucifixion, 
Jesus performed one of His 
most well-known miracles—
the raising of His  friend,   

 Lazarus, from the  dead. 
Recorded only in the 11th chapter of 

John, Jesus tells Martha, Lazarus’ sister, 
“Your brother will rise again. … I am 
the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, 
he shall live. And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die” (verses 
23, 25-26, emphasis added throughout).   

The resurrection of Lazarus and 
Jesus’ own resurrection, which 
would occur not long after, were 
examples of the types of resurrection 

that will take place in the future. 
These examples, coupled with Jesus’ 
instruction, provide important 
insight into the biblical teaching 
regarding the resurrection from the 
dead—the awe-inspiring hope for 
Christians and all mankind. 

Jesus’ teaching on this subject was 
rejected by the authorities who 
presided over the Jewish religion, 
even as these amazing miraculous 
events occurred. And, sadly, the 
biblical teaching on this subject is 
largely misunderstood today. 

Before focusing on Jesus’ words to 
Martha, let’s consider what transpired 
after Jesus’ conversation with her. 

The resurrection of 
Lazarus

Before Lazarus died, Jesus had 
learned of his illness and told His 
disciples, “This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that 
the Son of God may be glorified 
through it” ( John 11:4). Then after 
Lazarus had died, He said, “Our 
friend Lazarus sleeps [is dead, see 
verse 14], but I go that I may wake 
him up” (verse 11). 

After conversing with Martha and 
then her sister, Mary (verses 28-29), 
Jesus came to the tomb and asked that 
the stone sealing the tomb be taken 
away. He then prayed: “Father, I thank 

THE  
Resurrection  
AND THE LIFE

By David Treybig
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But while Jesus’ resurrection is 
widely agreed upon, the type of 
resurrection He experienced has 
created much confusion within 
mainstream Christianity. Perhaps 
this is why so many churches today 
refrain from addressing the future 
resurrections spoken of in the Bible 
and the comprehensive meaning 
of Jesus’ statement that He is “the 
resurrection and the life.” 

The unbiblical beliefs that humans 
have an immortal soul and that God 
is a Trinity have led to much error 
and misunderstanding about Jesus’ 

resurrection and what happens to 
humans after they die. To learn what 
the Bible actually teaches on these 
subjects, see “Do Humans Have an 
Immortal Soul?” and “The Trinity: 
What Is It?”

Because of the mistaken belief 
that humans have an immortal soul, 
many incorrectly believe that only 
part of Jesus died at His crucifixion. 
They erroneously believe that Jesus 
had a soul that continued to live and 
that only His physical body died. 

This mistaken belief raises 
critically important questions. If 

Jesus was 
the first to be 
resurrected 
to spirit, and 

faithful believers 
will likewise 
receive this 

same type of 
resurrection 
when Christ 

returns. 

You that You have heard Me. And I 
know that You always hear Me, but 
because of the people who are standing 
by I said this, that they may believe 
that You sent Me” (verses 41-42). 

Jesus’ next words were directed 
toward His friend who had died. “He 
cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 
come forth!’” (verse 43). And Lazarus 
did! He shuffled out of the grave 
still “bound hand and foot with 
graveclothes” (verse 44). Lazarus was 
soon set free, and just as Jesus had 
predicted, many of the Jews who saw 
this “believed in Him” (verse 45). 

The resurrection of Lazarus to 
physical life was an astounding 
miracle. Though the resurrection 
of the dead is addressed in the Old 
Testament ( Job 14:14-15; Isaiah 
26:19; Daniel 12:2), there had only 
been a few recorded resurrections of 
the dead back to physical life in the 
centuries leading up to Christ (1 Kings 
17:22; 2 Kings 4:34-35; 13:20-21). 

The Bible reveals that what 
happened to Lazarus is going to 
occur again, only on a much larger 
scale after Christ returns and reigns 
on earth for 1,000 years (Revelation 
20:5). Addressing this time, Ezekiel 
speaks of Israelites coming back to 
life and being given the opportunity 
to have God’s Holy Spirit reside 
within them (Ezekiel 37:1-14). 

The resurrection of Lazarus was 
indeed a notable event in history. 
But those who opposed Jesus 
were not swayed. See the sidebar 
“Jewish Leaders’ Response to the 
Resurrections” for further explanation.

The resurrection of Jesus
Christ’s resurrection back to life after 

being crucified is perhaps one of the 
most universally agreed upon truths 
within Christianity. The evidence is 
overwhelming. See “Resurrection 
of Jesus: Can We Prove It?” for 
explanation of the biblical proof. 

Jesus had still been alive as a spirit 
being, what would have been the 
point in resurrecting His physical 
body? And if Jesus already had a 
spirit body, what was the composition 
of His physical body after it was 
resurrected? Furthermore, did Jesus 
really die for our sins? Or was His 
crucifixion just a show, an example 
to influence people? 

The simple truth is that Jesus—all 
of Him—truly died for our sins. He 
did not continue to exist after His 
crucifixion. He was completely dead, 
and this is why God the Father had to 
raise Him “from the dead” (Galatians 
1:1; Colossians 2:12; Acts 4:10; 
compare Acts 10:40; Romans 8:11). 

It couldn’t be plainer. Jesus was 
dead—not just partially or mostly 
dead. Again, if Jesus had still been 
alive as a spirit being, He could have 
resurrected His own physical body. 
But He didn’t and couldn’t because 
He was dead. 

When Jesus was resurrected, the 
Bible says that He came back as “a 
life-giving spirit” (1 Corinthians 
15:45). Now composed of spirit 
after His resurrection, Jesus on two 
occasions simply appeared to His 
disciples who were together behind 
closed doors ( John 20:19, 26). And 
when He desired, He could appear as 
a human, eat a meal and then vanish 
(Luke 24:30-31; John 21:1-14). 

The meaning of Christ’s 
statement

Now that we have seen the two 
types of resurrections that occurred 
within days of Jesus’ crucifixion—the 
resurrection of Lazarus to physical 
life and the resurrection of Christ as 
a spirit being—let’s focus on Jesus’ 
statement to Martha. What did 
Jesus mean when He said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life”?

The point Jesus was making was 
that He was the Author or One 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/immortal-soul/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/immortal-soul/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/holy-spirit/the-trinity/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/holy-spirit/the-trinity/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/resurrection-of-jesus/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/resurrection-of-jesus/
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responsible for the resurrection of 
humans back to life. Embellishing 
this point with a focus on the 
resurrection to spirit that believers 
can receive, Paul referred to Jesus 
as the One who had become “the 
firstfruits of those [believers] who 
have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 
15:20). It is through this type of 
resurrection that Christians can 
receive immortality (verses 40-49). 

Jesus was the first to be 
resurrected to spirit, and faithful 
believers will likewise receive this 
same type of resurrection when 
Christ returns. As Paul further 
explained, “Behold, I tell you a 
mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed—in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality” (verses 51-
53; compare 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

It is through this resurrection—
which will occur at Christ’s return—
that humans can become immortal 
spirit beings and members of God’s 
family. As humans, we do not 
currently have immortality via an 
immortal soul. 

This process is possible because of 
Jesus Christ. As John 1:3-4 explains, 
the Word, the member of the 
Godhead who became human, 
made all things and “in Him was life” 
(compare 1 Corinthians 15:45). 

When faithful Christians observe 
the Passover, they are reminded that 
Christ is the source of resurrection 
and eternal life. Speaking of the 
bread and wine, which represents His 
beaten body and shed blood in the 
Passover service, Jesus said, “Whoever 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at 
the last day” ( John 6:54). 

JEWISH LEADERS’ RESPONSE TO 
 THE RESURRECTIONS 

One of the great theological divisions between the Jewish 
religious authorities of the first century was over whether 
or not there is a resurrection. The Pharisees believed in the 
resurrection, while the Sadducees did not (Acts 23:8). 

When Jesus resurrected Lazarus from the grave, you might 
have expected that these Jewish leaders—or at least 
the Pharisees—would have been pleased that this event 
answered this question. Unfortunately, this was not their 
response. 

Instead of rejoicing over this miracle, they began plotting 
to put Jesus to death because this supernatural event was 
causing people to believe in Him (John 11:47-53). And only 
a few days later, when people began arriving in Jerusalem 
to keep the Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread, the 
Jewish religious authorities discussed ways they might also 
put Lazarus to death (John 12:9-11).

While the Jewish leaders did manage to orchestrate Jesus’ 
crucifixion, they were no doubt upset when they heard 
people saying that Jesus had been resurrected as He had 
previously said (Matthew 12:38-40; 17:22-23) and that more 
saints had been resurrected back to physical life (Matthew 
27:52-53). And consistent with their attitude toward these 
resurrections, they were “greatly disturbed that they [the 
apostles] taught the people and preached in Jesus the 
resurrection from dead” (Acts 4:2, compare verse 33).
Instead of having joy that people had come back to life and 
that through Jesus this could happen to all, the religious 
leaders were angry at the people who were eyewitnesses of 
these events. They tried to suppress their stories.

Our salvation (which includes 
being given immortality) and 
our opportunity to be reconciled 
to God the Father come through 
Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:9; 2 
Timothy 1:10; 2 Corinthians 5:18). 
Jesus is clearly the Author of our 
salvation and the One through 
whom we can receive eternal life 
by being resurrected from the dead 
or—if we are alive at His return—

changed into spirit (Hebrews 5:9; 1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17).

The resurrections are an important 
part of God’s plan for humanity. This 
article has focused on Christ’s role 
in bringing people back to life and 
identified the two types of resurrections 
spoken of in the Bible: resurrection 
back to physical life and resurrection 
to a spiritual body. For further study, 
see “Resurrections: What Are They?” D

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/
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After Sin:  
Lessons From Judas 

and Peter

Everyone sins, but what we 
do afterward is vitally 

important. Consider what 
these first-century men 

continue to teach us today.

By David Treybig
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We don’t 
often stop 
to think 
about it, 
but Judas 
Iscariot and 

Simon Peter had a lot in common. 
Both lived in the first century, both 
were included among the original 12 
apostles selected by Jesus, and both 
failed their Lord and Master. 
But after being unfaithful to the One 
to whom they had committed their 
lives, their responses were quite 
different. A careful examination 
of their actions provides timeless 
instruction about how God would 
like for us to respond after we sin. 

Judas Iscariot
Judas was the son of a man named 

Simon Iscariot ( John 6:71). “Judas 
was, as his second name indicates, 
a native of Kerioth or Karioth” 
(International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia, article “Judas Iscariot”).

The first reference to Judas by 
name is when he was selected by 
Jesus to be an apostle (Matthew 10:4; 
Mark 3:19; Luke 6:16). The next set 
of references lay the groundwork for 
what he is most remembered for—his 
betrayal of Jesus. 

Background to Judas’ 
betrayal

While all four of the Gospels record 
the betrayal, only the Gospel of John 
provides us with insight into Judas’ 
thinking prior to this event. 

As we consider what Judas did, we 
need to keep in mind that God’s plan 

from the foundation of the world 
was for Jesus to be crucified for the 
sins of mankind (Revelation 13:8) 
and that Satan was prophesied to be 
involved (Genesis 3:15). The biblical 
record shows that Satan undoubtedly 
influenced Judas (Luke 22:3). 

But there was also a preliminary 
incident that showed Judas had 
already yielded to ungodly thinking 
and activity. Just six days before 
Jesus’ final Passover and crucifixion, 
Jesus came to Bethany and enjoyed 
a dinner with His friends Lazarus, 
Mary and Martha. Lazarus was at the 
table with Jesus, and Martha served 
the meal ( John 12:1-2).

“Then Mary took a pound of very 
costly oil of spikenard, anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with 
her hair” (verse 3). Judas Iscariot said, 
“Why was this fragrant oil not sold 
for three hundred denarii and given 
to the poor?” (verse 5). 

John then explains Judas’ motivation: 
“This he said, not that he cared for the 
poor, but because he was a thief, and 
had the money box; and he used to 
take what was put in it” (verse 6). 

Prior to Satan’s entering Judas, 
Judas had thus already rejected 
Jesus’ teaching against greed and 
hypocrisy (Matthew 6:20; Luke 12:1-
3) and was regularly breaking the 
commandments against stealing and 
coveting (Exodus 20:15, 17). Sadly, sin 
tends to compound. When we commit 
one sin, it often leads to others. 

Judas’ betrayal of Jesus
Perhaps it was a combination of 

Judas’ greed and Satan’s influence 

that led Judas to betray Jesus. Judas 
went to the chief priests and, for 30 
pieces of silver, agreed to identify 
Jesus so He could be arrested away 
from the crowds (Matthew 26:14-15; 
Luke 22:3-6).

Leaving Jesus and the other 
disciples on the evening of Jesus’ 
final Passover, Judas finalized the 
details of his betrayal.

Knowing the garden where Jesus 
would go after their meal, Judas led 
“a detachment of troops, and officers 
from the chief priests and Pharisees” 
to the location ( John 18:1-3). The 
betrayal by one considered a friend 
was surely painful for Jesus. Adding 
to the insult, Judas betrayed Him 
with a kiss (Matthew 26:47-50; Mark 
14:44; Luke 22:47). 

Judas’ response
The next morning the Jewish 

religious leaders began their unjust 
deliberations that would lead to 
Jesus’ death. Seeing that Jesus “had 
been condemned,” Judas “was 
remorseful and brought back the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, saying, ‘I have 
sinned by betraying innocent blood’” 
(Matthew 27:1-4). 

When he saw that these leaders did 
not care about Jesus’ innocence, 
Judas became very distraught. He 
then “threw down the pieces of silver 
in the temple and departed, and went 
and hanged himself ” (verse 5). 

His sorrow didn’t result in true 
repentance and change, but seems 
to have been what the apostle Paul 
called “the sorrow of the world.” 
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“For godly sorrow produces 
repentance leading to salvation, not to 
be regretted; but the sorrow of the world 
produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10; see 
our online article “Godly Sorrow”).

Simon Peter
Simon and his brother Andrew 

worked as fishermen and lived in 
Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee. 
When Andrew, a disciple of John the 
Baptist, discovered that Jesus was 
the Messiah, he brought his brother 
to Jesus. 

Upon meeting Simon, Jesus told 
him that he would be called Cephas 
( John 1:35-42). The meaning of 
both Cephas and the Greek form 
of the nickname Petros is the same: 
“a fragment, a stone” (Zondervan 
Expository Dictionary of Bible Words, 
pp. 537-538). Peter and Andrew were 
among the 12 men Jesus selected to 
be His apostles (Matthew 10:2). 

Peter had an outgoing personality 
and was often the leader of the 12. 
He was also privileged to be with 
Jesus at notable events such as the 
transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-5) 
and the raising of Jairus’ daughter 
(Mark 5:37). 

Peter’s denial of Jesus
Peter’s rejection of Jesus was 

different from Judas’ betrayal. Peter 
went to the high priest’s palace to 
observe what was happening to 
Jesus, and when he was accused 
of being one of Jesus’ disciples, he 
vehemently denied the claim three 
times (Mark 14:66-71). 

Following the third accusation, 
Peter “began to curse and swear, ‘I 
do not know this Man of whom you 
speak!’” (verse 71). 

Just a short time earlier Peter had 
boasted to Jesus that he would never 
“stumble” (Matthew 26:33). He said 
he was ready to go with Christ “both 
to prison and to death” (Luke 22:33). 

Jesus had then told Peter that he 
would deny Him three times before 
the rooster would crow twice (verse 
34; Mark 14:30).

After Peter’s denials, he 
remembered Jesus’ accurate 
prediction. Peter left the scene and 
“wept bitterly” (Mark 14:72; Luke 
22:61-62). 

From the results, we can see that 
Peter’s was a godly sorrow that led to 
repentance.

Peter’s response
The next few days after Jesus’ 

crucifixion were surely difficult 
ones for Peter, yet the next biblical 
account shows him running with 
John early Sunday morning to Jesus’ 
empty tomb ( John 20:1-7). Later that 
day Jesus appeared to Peter and then 
to the other apostles (Luke 24:34; 1 
Corinthians 15:5). 

Peter and his fellow apostles had the 
opportunity to see and converse 
with Jesus after His resurrection for 
a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3). While 
Jesus primarily spoke of “things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God” 
and how these men should preach the 
gospel (Matthew 28:19-20), He also 
had some very direct words for Peter.

Jesus asked Peter three times if he 
loved Him. Each time Peter 
responded that he did indeed love 
Him, Jesus charged Peter to “feed My 
lambs,” “tend My sheep” and “feed My 
sheep” ( John 21:15-17). 

Peter “was grieved” by Christ asking 
him the same question three times, 
but having denied Christ three 
times, perhaps he understood 
that this questioning by Christ 
was appropriate. Helping Peter 
understand that he was forgiven, 
Jesus then gave Peter a prophecy of 
his future and reissued His invitation 
to be His disciple and apostle saying, 
“Follow Me” (verses 18-19; compare 
Matthew 4:18-19). 

How to respond to sin
Both Judas and Peter were filled with 

remorse for what they had done. But 
after their sins, they had very different 
responses. Judas hanged himself, while 
Peter, along with the other apostles, 
boldly helped establish the New 
Testament Church. 

Peter clearly had the response to sin 
God desired. 

It seems evident that Peter recalled 
that Jesus’ ministry involved calling 
sinners to repentance (Matthew 9:13; 
Mark 1:14-15). Having just repented 
of his own sin of denying Christ, and 
having received the Holy Spirit, he 
was able to boldly advise believers on 
the Day of Pentecost that they, too, 
needed to repent of their sins and be 
baptized (Acts 2:38). 

In addition to being sorry for our sins, 
there is also another important element 
connected with repentance. This is the 
understanding and belief that God can 
and does forgive our sins when we truly 
repent (Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9).

After feeling remorse for our sins and 
repenting of having committed them, 
we also need to have faith that our sins 
have truly been forgiven. And then we 
need to move forward, changing and 
living our lives as God desires. 

In an earlier discussion with Peter, 
Jesus had said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, 
Satan has asked for you, that he may 
sift you as wheat. But I have prayed 
for you, that your faith should not 
fail; and when you have returned to 
Me, strengthen your brethren” (Luke 
22:31-32, emphasis added). 

The record shows that Peter’s faith 
did not fail. After he repented of 
His denial of Christ, He fulfilled the 
ministry to which he had been called. 

May we all likewise repent of our sins, 
change and move forward with faith that 
we have indeed been forgiven!

Study more about this important 
subject in our articles “Godly Sorrow” and 
“Please Forgive Me—I Have Sinned.” D

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/godly-sorrow/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/godly-sorrow/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/repentance/please-forgive-me/
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Money affects every aspect of our lives, and God’s 
financial principles can help us gain control and 
find peace of mind.

much of an aberration—for me or for 
the people I was in contact with. The 
fact is, our personal finances influence 
much of what we think about, talk 
about and do day in and day out. 

Often we’re worrying about whether 
we’ll have enough money to make 
ends meet, pay for an unexpected 
expense or retire. Some people 
become obsessed about amassing 
their fortunes and turn into 
workaholics. I’ve known people 
whose mood changed, depending on 
what the stock market was doing or 
how many bills were outstanding. 

Our finances affect where we live, 
our work schedules, what we do 
with our free time and on and on.

So it’s not surprising that the Bible—
the owner’s manual for living—has 
a great deal to say about money. 

What follows are six biblical 
personal finance principles, along 
with some elaboration from 
professional financial consultants. 

Follow a budget
The Bible doesn’t use the term 

budgeting, yet it offers clear 
direction on the importance of 
such planning. Simply put, a 
budget is a written plan to track and 
control income and expenses. 

Proverbs 27:23 says, “Be diligent to 
know the state of your flocks, and 
attend to your herds.” Put in modern 
terms, we need to be aware of how 
we’re using our income, so we can 
know whether we need to make 
adjustments in our spending.

“Budgeting helps us avoid impulsive 
and unnecessary spending, live within 
our means, and prepare for future 
needs,” explains Bill Gustafson, senior 
director of the Center for Financial 
Responsibility at Texas Tech University. 
“If we don’t carefully plan our finances 
and direct them where to go, we 
will one day find ourselves broke.”

To set up your household budget, 
figure out how much you spend each 
month for different categories (such 
as housing, food, transportation, 
entertainment, clothing, medical, etc.), 
and compare that to your monthly 
income. If your expenses are more 
than your income, you will need to 
cut out unnecessary purchases.

Six Biblical 
Personal 
Finance 
Principles

By Becky Sweat

The other day it seemed 
that just about every 
conversation I was 
part of or overheard 
related to money. 

At lunch, a friend 
told me she needed to take a 
second job to pay for her son’s 
college tuition. Another friend 
called me, discouraged about her 
upside-down car loan. A radio talk 
show host discussed consumer 
debt levels with his listeners. The 
couple behind me in line at the 
supermarket argued about whether 
they could afford certain items in 
their shopping cart. After receiving 
our latest utility bill, my husband 
and I had a long chat about how we 
could cut back on energy usage.

Truthfully, that day probably wasn’t 

1.
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Once you’ve established your 
budget, use either a ledger or a 
budgeting program on the computer to 
start tracking your monthly expenses. 
“If you get to the point where there’s 
no more money left for the month in 
a particular category, stop spending,” 
Dr. Gustafson says. “It’s going to take 
some determination to do this, but 
it’s a necessary step if you’re going to 
get your finances under control.” 

For more on budgeting, see our 
online article “The Bible, Budgeting 
and You.” It includes a downloadable 
sample outline budget.

Tithe faithfully 
The top priority on our income, 

before we do anything else with 
it, should be God’s tithes. God 
says in Malachi 3:10, “Bring all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My house.” 

A tithe is 10 percent of a person’s 
“increase” (Deuteronomy 14:22), 
which is given to support the 
ministry and work of the Church. 
When we tithe, we show God that we 
are putting Him first in our lives. 

Certainly God doesn’t need our 
money. Everything we have ultimately 
belongs to Him (Exodus 19:5). The real 
beneficiaries of tithing are those of us 
writing the checks. In the last part of 
Malachi 3:10 God makes the promise 
that when we faithfully tithe, He will 
“open … the windows of heaven, and 
pour out … such blessing that there 
will not be room enough to receive it.”

The blessings can be physical or 
spiritual. Financial expert Dave 
Ramsey explains in his blog that 
tithing teaches us to be good stewards 

of what God has given us and to live 
unselfishly. This can lead to improved 
household finances and can help 
us become better spouses, friends, 
relatives, employees and employers. 

Tithing can also help us learn to 
trust God more fully and build 
a closer relationship with Him. 
Often people who tithe can think 
back on times when—at least on 
paper—it didn’t look like they could 
afford to tithe. Yet they did and had 
enough—sometimes even more than 
enough—for their physical needs. 

One friend put it this way: “Tithing 
has helped me to stay more focused 
on God, to not just look at the 
‘facts’ from a human perspective, 
and to remember we can always 
count on God in all situations.” 

Avoid 
unnecessary 
borrowing 

The Bible warns against the use of 
debt. Proverbs 22:7 states, “The 
rich rules over the poor, and the 
borrower is servant to the lender.” 
If you become burdened with a 
heavy load of debt, in essence 
you’ve become a slave to your 
creditors. You no longer have the 
freedom to decide how to spend 
your paycheck because you’re 
obligated to meet those debts. 

The way to keep debt in check is to 
be careful about buying on credit. 
“Only borrow for purchases that 
will increase or hold their value, 
such as home or college tuition,” 
advises Erica Sandberg, a San 

Francisco–based money management 
consultant. “Don’t take out high-
interest loans for nonessential items 
that are likely to depreciate quickly, 
such as new automobiles, clothing, 
furniture, appliances or jewelry.”

According to a 2018 report from 
Creditcards.com, the average credit 
card interest rate in the United States is 
around 17 percent. This means you’ll 
pay $170 in interest annually on every 
$1,000 of debt. If you let the balance 
carry over month after month, you can 
quickly end up owing far more than 
the original price of your purchases.

Erica Sandberg recommends only 
using credit cards if you are able to 
pay the full balance on the statement 
each month, so you don’t have to 
pay any interest. If you have a lot 
of outstanding revolving debt, this 
should be paid off as quickly as 
possible, starting with the credit card 
that has the highest interest rate.

Save up before 
spending

Financial planners generally suggest 
saving at least 10 percent of your 
income every month. Have three 
different accounts: a short-term 
savings for major purchases (such 
as new household furnishings or 
vehicle repairs), a long-term savings 
(for your retirement or children’s 
college tuition), and an emergency 
fund (in case of a job layoff or 
large unexpected expense). 

“Saving up money before making a 
purchase is one of the smartest ways 
to keep out of financial trouble,” 
says Dr. Gustafson. “By having 

2.
3. 4.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/finances/the-bible-budgeting-and-you/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/finances/the-bible-budgeting-and-you/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/infographics/sample-outline-budget-reflecting-biblical-principles/
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money set aside for ‘big ticket’ 
items, you won’t be tempted to use 
credit cards to pay for them.”

This is another biblically based 
financial principle. Proverbs 21:20 
says, “Be sensible and store up 
precious treasures—don’t waste 
them like a fool” (Contemporary 
English Version). Proverbs 6:6-8 
describes the ant, who saves during 
a time of plenty for a time when 
there will be need. We, too, should 
save now for future expenses. 

Give to others
Everything we have—our money, 

physical assets, jobs and even the ability 
to earn money—comes from God 
(Ecclesiastes 5:18-19). After meeting our 
own needs, He wants us to share some 
of what we’ve been given with others. 

In Acts 20:35 Paul quotes Jesus as 
saying, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” We should give 
unconditionally—even when the 
recipients cannot repay us (Luke 
14:12-14). That could mean donating 
to charity, buying someone a gift, 
having people over to dinner or 
buying food for a homeless person.

While we need to exercise wisdom in 
how much to give, we shouldn’t be 
so tight with our money that we’re 
reluctant to part with any of it. As with 
tithing, God blesses us when we’re 
generous (Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:6). 

There have been times when I’ve 
given and afterward seen a 
disconcerting emptiness in my 
pocketbook. But then seemingly 
out of nowhere I received some 
unexpected cash or other financial 
blessing that filled that gap. 

When we have the desire to share, 
God gives us the means to do so.

Of course, not everyone has the same 
financial means. We may genuinely 
be struggling monetarily. But even 
then, we can still give of the time, 
talents or other nonfinancial assets 
that God has provided for us. The 
point is, God wants us to use what 
He has blessed us with so we can be a 
blessing to others, not just so we can 
fulfill our own needs and desires. 

Put your 
confidence 
in God, not in 
your finances

When it comes to finances, people 
often go from one extreme to 
another. If our bank accounts, 
retirement portfolios and home 
values are increasing, we might 
start trusting in them. When we’re 
facing a job layoff, stock market 
losses or unplanned expenses, 
we may worry anxiously. Neither 
extreme is the biblical approach.

The Bible makes it clear that true 
security can only be found in God (1 
Timothy 6:17) and that trusting in 
riches will destroy us (Proverbs 11:28). 
Our wealth and possessions are 
temporary and can easily be wiped 
out in an instant, perhaps through 
theft, accidents or natural disasters. 

If we’re struggling with our 
finances, we must remember that 
God is our refuge, and that He cares 
for those who trust in Him (Nahum 
1:7). We shouldn’t be anxious about 

money problems (Philippians 
4:6). We must do our part—to not 
overspend, but to save and invest 
our money in what has eternal 
value. The rest is in God’s hands. If 
we’re seeking God’s Kingdom first 
and foremost, we can be assured 
that God will provide for our 
physical needs (Matthew 6:25-34). 

By committing to these financial 
principles, we will benefit from 
improved finances and financial 
peace of mind. There may be less 
tension about money at home 
and a better connection among 
family members as well. 

Most important, we will learn to 
trust God more fully, develop 
a deeper appreciation for His 
purpose for us and build a closer 
relationship with Him. D

5. 6.
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By Jeremy Lallier

CHRISTIANITY

I N  P R O G R E S S

Wrestling With Anxiety
No Christian is immune to the pulls of anxiety, but no Christian needs to be held captive 
by those pulls either. In this installment, we’ll explore ways God’s people can fight back.

A
nxiety is an ugly, 
vicious beast that 
excels at dragging 
its victims into a 
headlong, emotionally 
exhausting spiral, 

straining their relationships with 
others and leaving them burned-out. 
It’s a weapon that Satan employs to 
keep us both stressed and distracted. 
And it’s a foe every Christian has to 
learn to battle with on the path to the 
Kingdom of God.

One passage in the Bible seems 
to make it sound so easy. Paul told 
the Philippians, “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to 
God; and the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).

Be anxious for nothing. 
Simple as that. If you’re feeling 

anxious about something, well … 
don’t. Just stop.

Appreciating the 
complexity

Except if you’ve ever wrestled with 
any kind of anxiety, you know it’s not 
that simple. It’s not just some kind of 
switch that you can turn off at will, 
no matter how much you might want 
to. Paul wasn’t telling the Philippians 
to “just stop being anxious.” Anxiety 
isn’t that simple, and we do ourselves 
a disservice if we treat it that way.

In actuality, anxiety can take many 
forms. For some people, it’s just a 
general sense of unease or fear. But 
for others, it can manifest itself as 
everything from obsessive-compulsive 
disorder to panic attacks to social 
phobias. These aren’t things anyone 

can “just stop” at the drop of a hat. 
They’re obstacles that many people 
have wrestled with for years without 
gaining a definitive upper hand.

In this issue, we’re not going to 
“solve” anxiety or discover some kind 
of one-size-fits-all panacea. What 
we’re going to do instead is explore 
a handful of methods you can use to 
combat anxiety in your own life by 
drawing on the tools and promises 
given to us by God.

What anxiety means
But first, let’s get something straight:
Anxiety does not mean you have 

failed as a Christian.
Anxiety does not mean that God 

has abandoned you or that you are 
somehow less than those who don’t 
seem to struggle with it as much.

Anxiety means that situations in 
your life are causing you distress—
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perhaps health issues, financial 
challenges or relationship problems—
and you’re having trouble processing 
them. That’s all. You are still a child of 
God. You are still loved by the Creator 
of the universe. He still wants to help 
you get a handle on this. 

That’s what it means, and that’s 
where we’re going to start.

A promise of peace
Let’s circle back to Paul’s words 

for a minute. “Be anxious for 
nothing” isn’t a flippant command 
to just switch off our feelings. It’s an 
invitation to do something different 
with them. Peter says, “Humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand 
of God, that He may exalt you in due 
time, casting all your care upon Him, 
for He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7).

Together, these verses are a 
promise. No matter how much stress 
and anxiety we’re facing, peace is 
within our grasp. That’s not because 
of our own strength, but because of 
the mighty hand of God. The hand 
that shaped the cosmos is extended 
toward you, waiting for you to hand 
over the cares and anxieties that are 
eating away at you.

The more we learn to do that—the 
more we entrust our worries and 
concerns to God—the more we will 
find our hearts and minds guarded 
by the peace “which surpasses all 
understanding.”

That’s a promise. Not an outside 
possibility, not a likelihood, but an 
absolute, irrevocable promise from 
our Father in heaven.

Making a habit of it
Of course, if turning our worries 

over to God is not something we’re 

used to doing, it’s not a habit we can 
form overnight—and it does have to 
become a habit. We can’t leave our 
cares with God overnight and then 
take them back the next morning. 
When we take our worries to God, we 
have to learn to leave them with Him 
and trust Him with them.

One tactic that can help is learning 
to distinguish between what you’re 
capable of doing to help the situation 
and what you’re not capable of doing. 
Figure out what you’re powerless to 
change and take those things to the 
God who is far from powerless.

Then get to work on the things you 
can do something about. Focus on 
the change you can actually effect, 
knowing that God, in His infinite 
wisdom and power, is handling the 
things you can’t. “And we know that 
all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to His 
purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Not just some things. All things. 
Even the things that aren’t working 
out the way we want or expect. God 
is actively working out all things for 
good, and that’s something He’s far 
more equipped to do than we are.

What we can do
How we tackle our share of the 

to-do list can make a difference too. 
Imagine your goals as a pie. It would 
be reckless and unhealthy to eat 
the whole thing at once. You’d only 
end up feeling overwhelmed and 
useless. Instead, break those big, 
intimidating goals into manageable 
slices. Aim to eat a reasonably 
sized piece in a reasonable amount 
of time, and don’t push yourself 
beyond your capabilities.

Another tactic is to sit down and 
share your anxieties with a trusted 
friend who’s good at listening. But go 

one step further. With your friend’s 
help, try to work out which of your 
anxieties are most likely and least 
likely to actually happen.

As U.S. President Calvin 
Coolidge once remarked, “If you 
see ten troubles coming down the 
road, you can be sure that nine 
will run into the ditch before they 
reach you and you have to battle 
with only one of them.” 

Knowing the probability of 
potential issues can change how we 
feel about them.

What to remember
Again, this is just a starting point. 

Another thing to keep in mind 
is that some kinds of anxiety are 
going to be easier to tackle with 
professional help. Science and 
medicine can’t replace God, but 
they’re certainly not mutually 
exclusive from God, either. 
Professional counselors can be a 
helpful tool.

However you battle with anxiety, 
the most important truths to 
remember are:
• God promises us a peace that 

surpasses understanding. That 
peace is attainable. We can win 
this battle.

• You aren’t alone. In the Church 
Jesus is building, you have 
brothers and sisters fighting 
the same battles, and an even 
greater number willing to lend 
you strength and support.

• And no matter how long the 
fight takes, anxiety doesn’t 
mean you’re a failure as a 
Christian. It just means that, 
like the rest of us, you’re a 
Christian in progress. 

For more resources on anxiety, 
read our blog post “Dealing With 
Anxiety.”  D

Note: Thanks to the many ministers 
with years of counseling experience 
who gave their input!

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/blog/dealing-with-anxiety/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/blog/dealing-with-anxiety/
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Wonders of 

GOD’S Creation

This wonder of God’s creation hails from 
a small patch of tropical forest and sports 
both an impressive shock of white hair and 
a critically endangered status. The cotton-
top tamarin is a monkey native exclusively 
to northwest Colombia, and there are only 
an estimated 6,000 of them in the wild.

God didn’t design the cotton-top to be like 
most monkeys and have opposable thumbs. 
Instead, He gave it claws on every digit except 
the big toe. The squirrel-sized tamarin uses 
those claws to climb around the understory of 
the tropical forest, where it forages for insects 
and fruit. The tamarins’ fruit foraging causes 
them to naturally disperse seeds throughout 
their range, helping ensure healthy forest 
growth and making the little monkeys an 
important link in the carefully crafted and 
balanced ecosystem God designed.

Cotton-top tamarins are monogamous, 
and the father participates in raising his 
babies—an unusual arrangement in the animal 
kingdom! As well, the children (who are often 
nonidentical twins) will sometimes stay 
around to help raise their younger siblings.

Pictured here: cotton-top tamarin (Saguinus oedipus)

Photo by James Capo, text by James Capo and 
Jeremy Lallier

Great Hair; No Thumbs
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Will  
NATO  
Survive?

After seven decades, 
the trans-Atlantic 
alliance faces 
unprecedented 
challenges and a 
historic swing of 
opinion in Europe. Is 
NATO doomed to 
be discarded, made 
irrelevant or even 
replaced? Where will 
this lead?
By Neal Hogberg

World InSight
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For more than four centuries, 
between 1500 and 1945, rarely a year 
passed when the strongest powers 
in the world, the great powers of 
Europe, were not locked in battle. 
But for the last 70 years the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
has stood resolutely as a keeper of 
peace on the continent. 

According to influential historian 
Robert Kagan, author of The Jungle 
Grows Back, these last decades have 
been a “great historical aberration,” a 
brief respite from the war and tyranny 
that defined international relations 
for thousands of years (2018, p. 3).

Behind the celebration of NATO’s 
70th anniversary, the foundations of 
the alliance are crumbling.

A continent on the edge
In April 1949, in the aftermath of 

World War II, Western Europeans were 
terrified of the Soviet Union, which 
had just gobbled up all of Eastern 
Europe. Only through a massive airlift 
was West Berlin being kept alive, 
and many feared that the American 
army would soon go home, just as it 
had after World War I. The war-torn 
democracies were scared, not only 
that the Soviet Union would pick 
off the nations of Western Europe 
one by one, but also that Germany 
might quickly rebound to prompt yet 
another European war—the fourth in 
less than a century.  

To the relief of an entire continent, 
the insightful American Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson helped 
midwife the birth of NATO. It 
consisted initially of just 12 members, 
comprising Western Europe, Canada 

and the United States. Mr. Acheson 
declared that an armed attack against 
one or more of them in Europe or 
North America would be considered 
an attack against them all.

At the treaty announcement, Mr. 
Acheson, a minister’s son, drew on 
the Bible for guidance to peacemakers 
and as a warning to potential 
aggressors. But the secretary of state 
also understood that the world was an 
international jungle with “no rules, no 
umpire, no prizes for good boys,” and 
deterrence relies on the perception of 
strength and solidarity. 

He further warned that the “control 
of Europe by a single aggressive, 
unfriendly power would constitute 
an intolerable threat to the national 
security of the United States.”

A benign military 
colossus

Europeans didn’t fear the 
Americans, who were not seen as 
aggressors looking to exploit other 
nations as previous world powers 
had. As Jean Monnet, one of the 
founding fathers of the European 
Union, observed, it was “the first 
time in history that a great power, 
instead of basing its policy on ruling 
by dividing, had consistently and 
resolutely backed the creation of a 
large Community uniting peoples 
previously apart” (The Jungle Grows 
Back, p. 55). 

But as Europeans grew dependent 
on the American security umbrella 
over the past seven decades, they 
became reluctant to sacrifice some of 
the good life for their own defense. 
“Being rich and weak,” according to 

historian Victor Davis Hanson, “is a 
dangerous combination.”

“Worse,” adds Hanson, “the subsidy 
has created European feelings 
of resentment toward the more 
powerful American big brother” 
(“The End of NATO?” National 
Review, Aug. 7, 2014). 

Old issues, new concerns
Spats over burden sharing, as well 

as a reemerging isolationist trend in 
the United States, are bringing things 
to a head. U.S. President Donald 
Trump has ripped off the thin veneer 
of niceties to raise questions both 
in the United States and in Europe: 
When is wealthy Europe going to 
address its own security, and is NATO 
even needed in the 21st century? 

According to a Jan. 4, 2019, Wall 
Street Journal editorial, “A historic 
swing in Europe’s public opinion, 
particularly in Germany—the EU’s 
most powerful state and one where 
trans-Atlantic cooperation was the 
bedrock of the political consensus 
since the end of World War II—has 
fueled this change” (Yaroslav Trofimov, 
“Is Europe Ready to Defend Itself?”).

As a result, “the push for European 
autonomy in defense—and even for a 
common European Union Army—is 
gathering momentum again, in part 
because of doubts in many European 
capitals about President Donald 
Trump’s willingness to defend the 
continent against a renewed threat 
from Russia.” 

The age-old “German 
question”

According to the alliance’s first 
secretary general, Lord Hastings Ismay, 
NATO’s unspoken doctrine was “to 
keep the Russians out, the Americans 
in, and the Germans down.” 

Secretary General Ismay, a key 
military adviser to British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, possessed 

History should,” according to British 
historian Niall Ferguson, “discourage 
us from overestimating the stability of 
the European continent.”

 ‘‘
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a remarkable understanding of 
how historical memory, geography, 
demographic realities and national 
character have always influenced 
European affairs. He understood that 
the age-old “German question”—how 
to deal with a Germany that is too 
rich, populous and powerful for the 
other European powers to balance or 
contain—was central to Europe’s future.

Recent years have seen Russian 
influence creep back in, while 
America increasingly seems 
inclined to exit the international 
stage. Meanwhile, Germany—which 
next year will celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of its reunification—has 
soared upwards. That observance will, 
as syndicated columnist George Will 
writes, be an occasion for the world to 
acknowledge that “today’s Germany is 
the best Germany the world has seen 
since it became Germany in 1871” 
(The Washington Post, Jan. 4, 2019). 

Though many hardly envision this 
“best Germany” swerving off the 
pacifist and neutralist path, Berlin 
still earns suspicion in Europe 
today, now more due to Chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s immigration policies 
and resentment of its economic 
domination of the continent. 

Fear of Germany by its neighbors is 
not new. Even immediately following 
World War II, the new threat posed 
by the Soviet Union was not nearly as 
worrisome as the threat of a powerful, 
united, militaristic Germany. U.S. 
Secretary of State James Byrnes said 

in 1946 that he believed a security 
arrangement was necessary to give 
the German people a “freedom from 
militarism” and the chance “to apply 
their great energies and abilities to the 
works of peace.” 

Moreover, the post-war partition of 
Germany, between free capitalist 
West Germany and communist East 
Germany, brought a wink-and-nod 
acceptance that a divided Germany 
was a safe Germany. But the fall of the 
Berlin Wall in November 1989 led to 
widespread apprehension as a united 
Germany emerged once again.

French President François 
Mitterrand warned of the reemergence 
of the “bad” Germans and that Berlin 
would have more European influence 
than Hitler ever had. British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher publicly 
questioned whether uniting the two 
Germanys would not be “by its very 
nature a destabilizing rather than a 
stabilizing force in Europe.”

Even the final Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev preferred a unified 
Germany in NATO, telling U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker, “We 
don’t really want to see a replay of 
Versailles, where the Germans were 
able to arm themselves. … The best 
way to constrain that process is to 
ensure that Germany is contained 
within European structures.” 

The guarantee that Germany 
would remain integrated within 
NATO and that U.S. troops would 
remain on German soil comforted 

Germany’s neighbors and kept the 
alliance relevant. 

The same, but different
While the world focuses on the 

Middle East, Russia and China, Mr. 
Kagan believes Europe remains the 
most important key to the future of 
the world. 

Mr. Kagan contends that “after a 
few remarkable decades of relative 
peace, prosperity, and democracy,” 
made possible by America’s security 
guarantees, “many became convinced 
that the human race had changed 
fundamentally.” But “deeply etched 
patterns of history, interrupted these 
past seven decades, remain and 
exert their pull.” So Europe is “like 
a garden … under siege from the 
natural forces of history,” a “jungle 
whose vines and weeds constantly 
threaten to overwhelm it” (The Jungle 
Grows Back, pp. 7, 9, 4).

Mr. Kagan fears that Europe is now 
returning to destructive old habits.

More than a dangerous 
fantasy

As the most powerful nation in 
Europe, Germany has long been 
the locomotive powering Europe’s 
financial and political unification, 
and it is also increasingly the 
driving force behind what could 
become a 28-nation military 
union. When the president of the 
European Commission, Jean-Claude 
Juncker, a former prime minister 
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of Luxembourg, floated the idea 
of a single EU army several years 
ago, it was dismissed as a pipe 
dream or as a feverish nightmare 
of British “Eurosceptics” who saw it 
as an ominous sign of an emerging 
European superstate. 

But in 2017, the year after the United 
Kingdom voted to leave the European 
Union, member states signed up to 
a European Union defense structure 
designed to create a “continental scale” 
defense force by 2025.

While not officially designated as 
the EU army, the new force, PESCO 
(Permanent Structured Cooperation), 
incorporated 25 members of the 
28-strong European Union. Hailed 
by Mr. Juncker as the awakening 
“sleeping beauty” of the European 
dream, it includes preparation for 
an EU battle group, shared military 
headquarters, fully integrated 
cybersecurity and merging of the 
more than 178 often incompatible 
weapons systems found in the 
European Union today. 

New enemies require a 
new army

The talk of creating an EU army 
leaped to the front pages when French 
President Emmanuel Macron called 
for a “real European army” while 
on a tour of Verdun. He was there to 
commemorate the centenary of World 
War I—a war in which some 116,000 
Americans lost their lives defending 
Europe. Yet he shockingly proclaimed 
that the purpose of an EU army would 
be to protect against China, Russia “and 
even the United States of America.” 

Just a week later, in a landmark 
speech to the European Parliament, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
backed calls for a “real, true, European 
army.” Brussels bureaucrats expressed 
their delight that Germany and France 
were leading the charge. Chancellor 
Merkel has declared, “The era in which 

we could fully rely on others is over to 
some extent. … We have to know that 
we Europeans must fight for our own 
future and destiny.”

Complement or 
challenge?

After 40 years of blocking the EU 
from having any military role, the 
United Kingdom—with Europe’s 
second most powerful military—
chose to remain committed to NATO, 
but not to join PESCO. 

With nearly all NATO members 
failing to meet current financial 
commitments, the idea of finding 
additional funding for a new 
European army, to exist side by side 
with NATO, seems preposterous. 
EU administrators looking to 
hedge against U.S. disengagement 
have assured NATO that PESCO 
would “complement” the work of 
the international Western defense 
alliance. U.S. officials warned 
Brussels not to threaten NATO with a 
separate EU army or drive a wedge in 
the defense alliance.

“The recent initiative to create a 
European army, or European combined 
armed forces, is not a good idea. It will 
undermine NATO over time and will 
further the division between the U.S. 
and our European allies and partners,” 
warned James Stavridis, former NATO 
supreme allied commander and 
retired U.S. Navy admiral (as quoted by 
Yaroslav Trofimov, “Is Europe Ready to 
Defend Itself?”).

A European colossus
EU leaders have talked about an EU 

military for decades. But now several 
factors are coming together to make it 
a reality. These include:
• The rise of Russia and nationalism.
• The spread of terrorism.
• Uncontrolled migration and 

economic insecurity.
• And the pulling back of the 

United States and Britain from 
European partnerships.

Bible prophecies have long 
foretold of the rift we are witnessing 
as current NATO members begin 
to move in opposing strategic 
directions. Long ago God 
prophesied that He would bring 
certain events to pass to accomplish 
His purpose (Isaiah 46:9-10; 
Revelation 17:17). 

Amazing as it may seem, we are 
given a prophetic outline of a final 
resurrection of the Holy Roman 
Empire rising in Europe, this time 
comprised of 10 kings (nations or 
groups of nations) who will be “of one 
mind, and will give their power and 
authority” to an emerging European 
colossus (Revelation 17:10-14).

The Bible describes how this 
economic superpower will be 
transformed into a dreadful and 
devouring, war-making beast (Daniel 
11:40-41; Revelation 13:2-4, 7) by a 
cunning and charismatic leader. 

Though this end-time 
confederation of European 
nations, referred to as the “king of 
the North,” will be fatally flawed 
with inherent weaknesses and 
incompatibilities (Daniel 2:41-43), 
it will be drawn into the turmoil 
of the Middle East and launch a 
massive military strike (Daniel 
11:40-45). This will cascade to the 
point that Jesus Christ must return 
to earth to bring an end to the 
destruction or mankind would be 
obliterated (Matthew 24:21-22). 

Sobering as these events are sure 
to be, these things must happen 
before the return of Jesus Christ to 
earth and the establishment of a 
wonderful 1,000-year time of peace 
(Revelation 20:4). 

Learn more about the timeline of 
end-time prophecies in our online 
article “Where Are We Now in Bible 
Prophecy?” D

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/the-king-of-the-north/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/the-king-of-the-north/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/where-are-we-now-in-bible-prophecy/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/end-times/where-are-we-now-in-bible-prophecy/
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CHRIST
CHRISTIANITY

VERSUSDID JESUS  
REAFFIRM ALL 
10 COMMANDMENTS?  
Does a Christian have to keep all of the 10 Commandments? Some believe the answer is 
no—that if Jesus didn’t reinforce a commandment, it’s no longer binding. Is this true?

By Erik Jones

I
n last month’s column, we asked, 
“Did Jesus’ Commandments 
Replace the 10 Commandments?” 
We looked at the idea that 
the 10 Commandments were 
replaced by the simpler new 

commandment of Jesus to love 
others. We showed that the new 
commandment didn’t abolish the 
10 Commandments, but was Jesus’ 
example of how to show love to others. 
Love has always been the intent of the 
10 Commandments. 

But there is another common 
misunderstanding we need to 
examine: the idea that only the 
specific commandments Jesus 
reaffirmed are required for us today. 

Let’s take a deeper look at this 
premise and see if it aligns with what 
Jesus taught. 

Did Jesus need to reaffirm 
each commandment?

First, consider this: Did Jesus say 
that only the commandments He 
specifically mentioned are binding 
on Christians? That is easy to answer: 
No. If you read the Gospel accounts, 
you will find no such statement. 

Did Jesus say that all of the 

Commandments would remain 
intact and relevant? In fact, He did. 
Shortly after giving the Beatitudes, 
Jesus addressed “the Law” and “the 
Prophets” and whether or not He 
came to abolish all or parts of them. 

Let’s dissect what He said in 
Matthew 5:17-19: 
• “Do not think that I came to 

destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill” (verse 17).

Jesus plainly said He did not 
come to “destroy” the law. The 
Greek word translated destroy 
(Greek, katalyo) can also be 
translated “dissolve,” “demolish,” 
“abrogate” or “deprive of force.” 
Instead of abolishing the law, 
He came to fulfill (pleroo) it—
which means to “make full,” 
“fill up” or “accomplish.” Not 
only did He come to fulfill Old 
Testament prophecies, He also 
came to perfectly obey the 10 
Commandments and, by doing so, 
fill them with greater meaning and 
relevance—just as the Messiah was 
prophesied to do (Isaiah 42:21). 

• “For assuredly, I say to you, till 
heaven and earth pass away, one 

jot or one tittle will by no means 
pass from the law till all is fulfilled” 
(Matthew 5:18).

Jesus used this graphic figure of 
speech to reinforce His previous 
statement. As long as heaven and 
earth exist, not the smallest detail 
(a jot was the smallest letter in the 
alphabet, and a tittle was a small 
stroke used in writing) would 
pass away from God’s law. This 
reinforces every detail of the 10 
Commandments. (See also our 
online article “Did Jesus Fulfill 
the Law?”)

• “Whoever therefore breaks one of 
the least of these commandments, 
and teaches men so, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does and 
teaches them, he shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven” 
(verse 19).

Jesus made it personal by 
saying that anyone who knows 
better yet teaches against any of 
God’s commandments will not 
be in God’s Kingdom (compare 
Matthew 5:20 and 19:17). The 
Greek word translated “break” 
means to loose, destroy or 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/did-jesus-commandments-replace-the-10-commandments/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/did-jesus-commandments-replace-the-10-commandments/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G2647&t=KJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G4137&t=KJV
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/the-sermon-on-the-mount/jesus-and-the-law/jesus-fulfilled-the-law/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/the-sermon-on-the-mount/jesus-and-the-law/jesus-fulfilled-the-law/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G3089&t=KJV
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dissolve. Sadly, this strongly 
worded warning applies to many 
professing Christian leaders who 
teach their followers that all or 
parts of the 10 Commandments 
were abolished. 

In these three simple yet powerful 
verses, Jesus affirmed that the 10 
Commandments—every single one 
of them—were carrying forward into 
New Covenant times. They would 
continue to be binding as long as the 
heaven and earth still existed. 

Later in the Sermon on the Mount 
He singled out two specific 
commandments (the prohibitions 
against murder and adultery) to 
teach about the spiritual intent 
behind those laws (Matthew 5:21-30). 
Of course the other eight have deep 
spiritual meanings as well, but He 
covered only those two at that time.

Jesus reciting the 
Commandments

But despite Jesus’ clear words, 
some still argue that if He 
didn’t specifically mention a 
commandment, its relevance to 
Christians is questionable. But 
consider Jesus’ discussion with a man 
identified as “a certain ruler.”

This man asked Jesus, “What shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 
18:18). Jesus answered that the 
basic starting point was keeping the 
Commandments, and then He listed 
five of them: “‘Do not commit adultery,’ 
‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ Do not 
bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father 
and your mother’” (Luke 18:20). 

Jesus only listed five commandments, 
so does that mean the other five are 
irrelevant and nonbinding? That 
reasoning would mean: 

• We are free to place any other god 
before the true God (Exodus 20:3).

• We are free to make and worship idols 
of anything we wish (verses 4-5).

• We are free to revile and misuse God’s 
name as much as we want (verse 7).

• We are free to do work on the 
seventh-day Sabbath (verses 8-11). 

• We are free to covet (verse 17). 
Sadly, this is taught by some—but in 

reality, it’s usually only used to zero in 
on one of the above commandments 
(the seventh-day Sabbath). 

Jesus’ statement in Matthew 5 
proves this isn’t true. But still, by 
listing only five, did Jesus ignore some 
of the 10 Commandments? Not at all! 

Next time we will take a closer 
look and discover that the New 
Testament actually does specifically 
reinforce every single one of God’s 
10 Commandments.  D 

When speaking to the rich ruler, Jesus said that 
obedience to the Commandments was necessary 
and then listed five of the 10 Commandments (Luke 
18:18-20). Why would He do this? Here are some 
possibilities.

We don’t know exactly what this man was a “ruler” 
of, but he could possibly have been a member of the 
Pharisees (who ruled the synagogues). The Pharisees 
had developed their own commandments, which 
were very burdensome and in some cases actually 
led people to disobey God. Jesus had little regard for 
their law, which He called “the commandments of 
men” (Mark 7:6-7). 

By listing a few of the 10 Commandments, He was 
clarifying exactly which commandments were 
necessary for eternal life: God’s 10 Commandments, 
not the cumbersome laws of the Pharisees. 

But why would He have chosen the five examples 
He did—adultery, murder, stealing, lying and 
honoring parents (Luke 18:20)?

One of the major problems with the Pharisees’ laws 
was that they often led to the abuse and mistreatment 
of other people. For example, in Matthew 23 Jesus 

Christ strongly rebuked them for putting unnecessary 
burdens on people (verse 4), abusing widows (verse 
14), neglecting justice and mercy (verse 23) and 
even being complicit in the murder of righteous men 
(verse 34-35). In another place, He scolded them for 
inventing a loophole that allowed them to avoid 
caring for their elderly parents (Mark 7:11-13). 

The main flaw was neglecting to show love to their 
fellow man.

If the rich ruler was a Pharisee, it would make sense 
that when Jesus mentioned a few commandments as 
examples, He chose ones about loving other people 
(Matthew 22:39). These were five commandments the 
Pharisees needed to hear. But, of course, that didn’t 
mean the other commandments dealing with loving 
God and not coveting were any less important. 

In fact, after the man answered that he had 
obeyed these commandments from childhood, 
Jesus challenged him to sell his possessions and 
follow Him—which, it appears, the man was 
unwilling to do. This demonstrated his unwillingness 
to fully obey the other commandments to love God 
and to not covet. 

WHY DID JESUS LIST ONLY THOSE FIVE COMMANDMENTS?
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WE HAD SET OUT EARLY IN THE MORNING from 
Abidjan to make the eight-hour trip to Man, near the 
triangular border of Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia and Guinea. 
Stretches of road were potholed and broken; some were 
only dirt. Our 4WD jinked back and forth until we 
arrived at the checkpoint at Daloa.

Corruption is a problem in many places. In much of 
sub-Saharan Africa autocratic regimes seek to control 
their populations, so police and military checkpoints 
dot highways and roads. Their official purpose is to 
maintain security. The purpose they more often serve is 
one of extracting money from hapless travelers. 

Vehicles stop at spike-stripped checkpoints, where 
police or military demand ID cards, car registration, 
proof of insurance, to see the fire extinguisher or to look 
in bags. They announce a real or imaginary violation 
and threaten a hefty fine or even arrest. The result is a 
palm greased by powerless people. 

But today, refreshingly, would be different.

Camera vs. corruption
My DSLR camera lay in my lap as the policeman 

approached with a jaunty air. A Westerner this far out in 
the bush should mean a larger “motivation,” as extortion 
is often called. 

Just as he opened his mouth to tell us to produce 
our documents, he glanced down and saw the camera. 
I watched his face as his eyes widened and the mental 
wheels turned in what I imagined was some version of 
this: “that is a pretty big camera … the kind a journalist 
might use … he might already somehow have taken a 
photo of me … which he could use to document my 
corruption.” 

Suddenly, his mouth popped shut. He waved us 
through the checkpoint and spun on his heels to walk 
briskly away. We didn’t laugh until we cleared the 
uniforms, then we roared. We had seen a hilariously 
graphic display of human nature: pride, greed, corruption, 
hypocrisy and the desire to avoid getting caught.

Short-term thinking
We humans nurture the illusion that, if we’re careful, 

we can get away with bad behavior. Sometimes in the short 
term it appears we can. “Because the sentence against an 
evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11).

But not in the long term. God says He won’t allow 
it; the sentence will eventually be executed. “Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows 
[our actions], that he will also reap. For he who sows to 
his flesh [following the evil penchants of human nature] 
will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit [following God’s instruction in right living] will of 
the Spirit reap everlasting life” (Galatians 6:7-8). 

It’s a law we all must learn.

Like a boomerang
People are shocked and confused when, after a long 

while, a consequence arrives, like a boomerang that 
hung whirling in the air for years before unexpectedly 
connecting to the back of a head. God erases the 
spiritual penalty of our sins when we repent, but that 
doesn’t mean He takes away physical consequences. The 
Bible shows that God lets us learn painful lessons for 
our ultimate good (2 Samuel 12:1-14). Those corrupt 
policemen will one day reap what they’ve sown. Later 
yet, they’ll understand why. 

On the other hand, people who sow good actions 
will reap unexpected blessings far down the road, and 
finally eternal life. This is the best motivation for living in 
accordance with God’s will. 

What will you reap?

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

BY THE WAY with 

The corrupt policeman strode toward our vehicle with a confident 
smile. I prepared myself for the inevitable confrontation.

A Better Motivation
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For thousands of years mankind 
has searched for answers to 
questions like “What is the 
purpose for humanity?” and “Do 
we have a future after we die?”

What if the answers were there all 
along in God’s Word, the Bible?
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through Scripture to discover the 
amazing purpose God has for you!
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the purpose for your life?
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