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T
A few years ago I heard this modern 

parable: A man walking in the desert 
heard a voice say to him, “Pick up some 
pebbles, put them in your pocket, and to-
morrow you will be both sorry and glad.” 

The man obeyed. He stooped down, 
gathered a handful of pebbles, and put 
them in his pocket. The next morning 
he reached into his pocket and found, 
instead of pebbles, diamonds, rubies and emeralds. Im-
mediately he was both sorrowful and glad—glad that he 
had taken some, sorry he hadn’t taken more.

In this little fictional story are some parallels to some-
thing very real. As we walk through the desert of life, a 
real voice is calling out, telling us to pick up something 
that is right in front of us—something that we can never 
get enough of, but whatever amount we pick up will ben-
efit us greatly.

The voice
The voice says, “She is more precious than rubies, and 

all the things you may desire cannot compare with her. 
Length of days is in her right hand, in her left hand riches 
and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold 
of her, and happy are all who retain her.”

The voice says, “She will preserve you. … She will pro-
mote you; she will bring you honor when you embrace 
her.”

Who is “she”? Wisdom. These words come straight out 
of the Bible’s book of Proverbs, which, if it were published 
today, would probably be titled something like, The Smart-
est Things Ever Said. But who listens to it today?

Please consider this short quiz about wisdom:
• Who is the wisest person you know?
• What is the wisest advice anyone ever gave you?
• Complete this sentence: I would be much wiser if I …
It requires considerable thought, doesn’t it? But how 

often do we think about the quality of wisdom? When 
is the last time you heard someone talk about wisdom 
today? Who tries to figure out who around them is wise? 
Who seeks to collect advice that comes their way so they 
can add depth and good sense to their lives? How often 
do we process the events of our own life, learning to 

become a wiser person? How many go to 
the source of wisdom God preserved for 
us—His Word—on a quest for wisdom to 
live by?

How wise?
Here’s another question: Observing the 

world today—how wise are its leaders and 
its citizens? Not how smart—intelligence 
is not the same thing as wisdom—but how 
wise are we?

Our history is a story of a people of 
brilliant intelligence who could never 
seem to learn life’s lessons, insisting 
on repeating time and again one of the 

most foolish mistakes humans have made. It’s the same 
mistake God said of ancient Babylon: “You have trusted 
in your wickedness. … Your wisdom and your knowledge 
have warped you. … Therefore evil shall come upon you; 
you shall not know from where it arises. And trouble shall 
fall upon you; you will not be able to put it off ” (Isaiah 
47:10-11). 

We are living in a rapidly changing world, which, in its 
human “wisdom,” is destroying God’s values and turn-
ing society into a spiritual wasteland. Then we wring our 
hands and ask, “Why is the world in chaos?” Our lead 
article in this issue addresses that, showing what God 
warned us about millennia ago. 

Yes, priceless jewels of God’s knowledge and under-
standing are there, right in front of us, in abundance. As 
always, our desire is to share with you, our readers, the 
gems of truth and wisdom that we have been blessed to 
collect from the Bible.

Will you heed the voice of wisdom—God’s voice—and 
fill your pockets?

PICKING UP THE PEBBLES

The noise around us all too 
often drowns out the voice. 
Will we hear and heed?

Clyde Kilough
Editor

@CKilough

CONSIDER
THIS

https://twitter.com/CKilough
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WORLDWATCH

“In a world with no systems, 
with chaos, everything 

becomes a guerilla struggle, 
and this predictability is not 

there. And it 
becomes almost 

impossible 
to save lives, 

educate 
kids, develop 
economies, 
whatever.”

—BILL CLINTON

“We need to use 
the United Nations 

Security Council 
and believe that 
preserving law 

and order in 
today’s complex 

and turbulent 
world is one of 
the few ways to 

keep international 
relations from 

sliding into chaos. 
The law is still the 
law, and we must 

follow it whether we 
like it or not.”

—VLADIMIR PUTIN

“Civilization must 
stand up and combat 

the current collapse of 
governance, the rise of 

violence, and the spread 
of chaos and fear in 

many parts of the world.”

—RUDY GIULIANI

“Let 
parents 

bequeath 
to their 

children 
not riches, 

but the 
spirit of 

reverence.”

—PLATO

Read more about 
honoring parents 

in our article 
“How to Honor 

Your Parents as an 
Adult” (PAGE 23).

Prayer Statistics
More than half (55 percent) of Americans report 
they pray daily, according to a 2014 Pew Research 
Center survey. Another 21 percent pray weekly 

or monthly, and 23 percent seldom 
or never pray. Interestingly, 20 

percent of even religiously 
unaffiliated Americans say 

they pray every day. More 
women (64 percent) than 
men (46 percent) pray 
daily. And those 65 and 
older are much more 
likely than adults under 
30 to pray daily (65 
percent compared to 41 

percent).

Read more about prayer 
in our article “Why Pray 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’?” 

(PAGE 15).

Read more about the chaos in 
today’s world in our article 
“Why Is the World in Chaos?” 
(PAGE 6).
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43.8  
million

Number of American adults 
who experience mental 

illness in a given year.

Read more 
about this 

in the article 
“Why Did 

God Let 
Jessica Die?” 
(PAGE 17).

Estimated numbers of cancer cases and deaths 
(thousands) in ages 0-14 years, 2010s.

INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR 
RESEARCH ON CANCER

20.8

7.4

1.1%

1 in 100 (2.4 million) 
American adults live 
with schizophrenia.

2.6%

6.1 million American 
adults live with bipolar 

disorder.

6.9%

16 million American 
adults live with major 

depression.

18.1%

42 million American 
adults live with anxiety 

disorders.

1 in 5 American adults 
experience a mental illness.
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D
eep-seated divisions between Americans have 
taken center stage since the election of Donald 
J. Trump as the 45th president of the United 
States. While differences had been building for 
years, the relative calm and business-as-usual 

approach within the country is now seemingly forgot-
ten as the media, citizens and international leaders 
try to figure out what the new administration is doing 
and what its effects will be upon the world.

It wasn’t like people didn’t see change coming. 
Stratfor analyst Rodger Baker explained: “If we step 
back from the politics of personality … we can see 
where and how Trump’s tactics fit into the evolution 
of U.S. policy as a whole. In Stratfor’s decade forecast 
for 2015-2025, we predicted two major elements in 
U.S. behavior moving forward: a partial disengage-
ment from the international system, and a domestic 
political crisis triggered by the decline of the middle 
class.”

Baker also noted: “Neither of these behaviors was 
dependent on the outcome of any particular U.S. elec-
tion; in fact, we identified them as trends that lie be-
neath the day-to-day vagaries of politics” (“The United 
States: Between Isolation and Empire,” Jan. 31, 2017). 

During his campaign for office, President Trump 
tapped into these trends, focusing on economic 
prosperity, illegal immigration and national security 
in light of rising terrorism. His solutions for America’s 
problems include tightening immigration, securing 
the nation’s borders, renegotiating trade deals and 
reexamining the nation’s role abroad. 

The new president’s efforts to implement his 
proposed remedies for these complex, divisive issues 
have been unsettling to many. The angst and disagree-
ment over his efforts have led to protest rallies against 
the president inside and outside the country.

Unrest around the world
The turmoil in America mirrors what is happen-

ing in other parts of the world. People in the U.K. are 
trying to make the best of their Brexit vote to leave the 
European Union. Remaining EU nations face econom-
ic challenges and are being overrun with immigrants 

fleeing impoverished and war-torn areas. Hard-right 
political parties opposing immigration are gaining ap-
peal and voice in many European countries. 

In eastern Ukraine, Russian forces have continued 
to fight alongside separatist forces against the govern-
ment. Neighboring nations wonder if anyone will 
assist them if Russia decides to invade their countries.

Moving to the Middle East, the civil war in Syria 
lingers on, and there appears to be no end to the 
sectarian conflict. Complicating the situation, the war 
is not just between the government forces and the 
rebels; it also includes the terrorist group ISIS, which 
had controlled large portions of the country. Russia 
supports the government forces of President Bashar 
al-Assad; the U.S. supports the rebels; and ISIS is 
intent on waging war against everyone who does not 
support it. 

The Palestinian/Israeli conflict—which includes 
groups in Gaza that regularly launch rocket attacks 
into Israel and Israel, which regularly responds with 
retaliatory attacks—has continued since the forma-
tion of the State of Israel in 1948. While there has 
been reconciliation between Israel, Egypt and Jordan, 
no peace agreement has been reached between the 
Israelis and Palestinians—and none seems likely. 

Many African nations are rife with political corrup-
tion and economic stagnation. North Korea threatens 
its neighbors and the Western world as a rogue nation 
with nuclear weapons. China is creating fear and 
distrust among nations with its economic might, cur-
rency manipulation and island building in the South 
China Sea.

So where are we?
Esteemed diplomat Henry Kissinger said: “The 

world is in chaos. Fundamental upheavals are occur-
ring in many parts of the world simultaneously, most 
of which are governed by disparate principles” ( Jef-
frey Goldberg, “The Lessons of Henry Kissinger,” The 
Atlantic, December 2016, emphasis added through-
out). 

Yes, the world is in chaos. But where are things 
headed from here? Will the future be brighter or 
darker? 

Unrest, war, poverty and 
extreme ideological divides are 
multiplying around the globe. 
How did we get in this mess? Is 
there a way out?

By David Treybig
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Long-term implications
The National Intelligence Council, which provides long-

term strategic analysis for the U.S. Intelligence Community, 
publishes an unclassified report every four years on the 
global trends that will affect the world over the next 20 
years. Its most recent report, dated January 2017, antici-
pates weak economic growth that will challenge wealthy 
countries, exacerbate conditions for those living in poverty 
and spur migration from poor countries whose popula-
tions are growing.

The report also predicts that governing will become 
more difficult over the next two decades as nations strive to 
provide security and prosperity for their citizens. “Growing 
global connectivity amid weak growth will increase ten-
sions within and between societies. … Religious influence 
will be increasingly consequential and more authoritative 
than many governments. …

“The risk of conflict will increase due to diverging 
interests among major powers, an expanding terror threat, 
continued instability in weak states, and the spread of 
lethal, disruptive technologies.” Bottom line: “These trends 
will converge at an unprecedented pace to make govern-
ing and cooperation harder” (“Global Trends: Paradox of 
Progress,” p. 6).

In short, the world is messier and more dangerous than 
ever. Disagreements, political polarization, fighting and 
human suffering abound. The future will be challenging.

What many people fail to consider is that the current 
state of the world is the result of choices. Humans made 

choices that got us in this current situation, and the choices 
we make today will affect our tomorrows. The biblical 
principle has it right. We reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7). 
“The curse causeless shall not come” (Proverbs 26:2, King 
James Version). 

To make sense of the present and to foresee the future, 
we need to understand how humans make choices and 
God’s plan for His creation.

Where is God?
While many people don’t see a need for God or believe 

that He will control mankind’s future, the best hope hu-
manity has for survival, peace and prosperity is found in 
the plan its Creator has for His creation. 

God is often blamed for the loss of life in catastrophic 
events. “Where is God?” is a natural question in the face of 
extreme suffering. “How could a good God allow tragedies 
to occur?”

The painful truth is that God is not the cause of man-
kind’s suffering. Most often man is. Time and chance can 
be the reasons for a specific person’s suffering, but overall 
humanity brings suffering upon itself. Humans are the 
ones who chose evil from the beginning and who continue 
to choose ways of life that bring on suffering today. God is 
not responsible for the chaos in our world today. 

So how did mankind start down this misguided path? 
The story begins long ago with the first man and first 

woman in a place called the Garden of Eden. It’s a short 
read, but one with long-lasting consequences.

Clockwise from top left Protests immediately erupted after the election of Donald 
Trump to the U.S. presidency; the Brexit vote in Britain divided the nation; pro-Russian 
separatists continue to put pressure on the Ukrainian government.
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Why do people choose evil?
After creating Adam and Eve, God placed them in a gar-

den that had two special trees—one called “the tree of life” 
and the other “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” 
(Genesis 2:9). God told them not to eat the fruit of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil (verses 16-17). Disobey-
ing God’s instruction would lead to death. 

God’s command was not punitive. He loved His creation, 
calling it “very good” (Genesis 1:31), and as for humanity, 
God made us in His “own image”—an indication of the 
unique and special position mankind had in God’s creation 
(verse 26). God also offered a great reward to Adam and 
Eve, represented by the tree of life, if they would obey Him. 
Eating the fruit of this tree would bring eternal life (Genesis 
3:22). 

It was obvious that God loved humanity. Considering 
these simple facts—the first humans were living in a beauti-
ful environment and they could enjoy this forever if they 
would simply obey God’s instructions—obeying God was 
obviously the best choice. 

But then things got complicated.

The lie
The serpent, “who is the Devil and Satan” (Revelation 

20:2), came along and put a different spin on God’s instruc-
tions and motive. Making his pitch to Eve, the serpent 
countered God’s teaching that eating of the forbidden tree 
would lead to death by saying, “You will not surely die. For 
God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” 
(Genesis 3:4-5). 

The serpent accused God of being a liar and of trying to 
unnecessarily delay or prohibit mankind’s opportunity to 
be like God. Confused, and not knowing what to believe, 
Eve decided to investigate and make her own decision. “So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her 
husband with her, and he ate” (verse 6) 

So began humans’ exclusive reliance on their own 
reasoning and their disregard for God’s instructions. Sadly, 
humanity through the ages has followed and continues 
to follow Adam and Eve’s course of action. And history 
has shown God to be the One who told the truth and the 
serpent the one who was a liar and “murderer from the 
beginning” ( John 8:44). 

Just as God had said, Adam and Eve’s sin led to their 
deaths and their loss of access to the tree of life, which rep-
resented eternal life (Genesis 3:22-24). They were put out 
of the garden, and the consequences of their poor decision 
followed them for the remainder of their lives. Not only 
would they die, but their lives would include sorrow, pain 
and difficulty (verses 16-19). 

What we can learn from Adam and Eve’s sin
The lessons from Adam and Eve’s tragic mistake in the 

garden are often repeated in the Bible. Eve’s example of be-

ing wise in her own eyes is countered by several proverbs. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). “Do not be wise in your 
own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil” (verse 7). 

The prophet Isaiah encapsulated this mistake of trusting 
solely one’s own reasoning apart from God’s instructions 
when he wrote: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good 
evil. … Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:20-21). 

Addressing this same proclivity, God said, “For My 
people are foolish, they have not known Me. They are silly 
children, and they have no understanding. They are wise to 
do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge” ( Jeremiah 
4:22). 

Without the knowledge of the way of life that leads to 
peace and prosperity, the ancient peoples of Israel and Ju-
dah went into captivity. They paid a dear price for refusing 
to obey God’s commands. 

Given the chaos, suffering and misery that inevitably 
accompany the rejection of God’s instructions, why haven’t 
humans today realized that their choices aren’t working? 
Why can’t they see what they are bringing upon them-
selves?

Blindness healed
The reason the world is reeling in chaos and will con-

tinue its downward spiral is because humans have been 
blinded to the root cause of the problems. The “serpent of 
old, called the Devil and Satan … deceives the whole world” 
(Revelation 12:9; compare 2 Corinthians 4:4). 

Thankfully, this spiritual blindness is “taken away in 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 3:14). There is a relatively small 
number of people who are responding to God’s call now 
and are thus able to see the true spiritual condition of 
the world and prepare to assist Christ at His return. They 
will help bring spiritual insight, healing and peace to our 
chaotic world. 

For further study on the cause of chaos and suffering, 
see the article in this issue “Why Did God Let Jessica Die?” 
and our booklet Why Does God Allow Evil and Suffering? D

While many people don’t 
see a need for God or 
believe that He will control 
mankind’s future, the 
best hope humanity has 
for survival, peace and 
prosperity is found in the 
plan its Creator has for His 
creation.
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Change

v
iewing and reading about all 
the terrible things occurring 
today, we might question 
whether anyone has a sound 
mind. Human thinking can 
be so biased and distorted 

with human emotion and false prem-
ises. 

Is it even possible to have sound 
mindedness in this day and age?

The Bible tells us yes, it is possible. 
But in order to have right thinking, we 
need to acknowledge a few things first. 

The unsound mind 
The apostle Paul plainly gives a 

cause for wrong thinking in Romans 
1:21: “Although they knew God, they 
did not glorify Him as God, nor were 
thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.”

Paul describes the end result of 
deliberately rejecting the existence of 
God in verse 28: “And even as they did 
not like to retain God in their knowl-
edge, God gave them over to a debased 
mind.” A debased mind is not a sound 
mind. Looking at verses 28-32, we can 
see all kinds of problems that are now 
extant in the world around us—all 
because of people’s rejection of God 
and His words.

In fact, King David writes, “The 
fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no 
God.’ They are corrupt, they have done 
abominable works” (Psalm 14:1).

History shows us that humans have 
almost always given preference to 
their own knowledge over the revealed 
knowledge that comes from God. The 
result of human thinking, apart from 
God, has caused untold chaos.

Human thinking 
Many people today think their rea-

soning is just fine, and they don’t really 
consider God. The prophet Isaiah 
warns against this attitude: “Surely you 
have things turned around! Shall the 
potter be esteemed as the clay; for shall 
the thing made say of him who made 
it, ‘He did not make me’? Or shall the 
thing formed say of him who formed 
it, ‘He has no understanding’?” (Isaiah 
29:16).

For instance, Sigmund Freud de-
scribed God as an illusion, created by 
humanity to fulfill our infantile need 
for a strong father figure. Ac-
cording to this thinking, 
religion may have 
been useful for 
controlling the 
violent tenden-
cies of a devel-

How to Have a 

What is going on? 
Why all the violence, 

hatred and evil in 
the world? What is 

causing the unsound 
thinking, and what 
is the key to sound 

mindedness?

By John Foster
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oping civilization, but is unnecessary now when 
we can turn to reason and science. 

How’s that working out for this world? Looking 
at the continuing conflicts between people and 
nations and the deepening confusion about how 
to achieve lasting happiness and avoid devastat-
ing heartache, it seems humanity has not truly 
found sound reasoning.

God tells us the real solution in Romans 12:2: 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind.” 

The prophet Isaiah also records a related warn-
ing from God: “‘Woe to the rebellious children,’ 
says the Lord, ‘Who take counsel, but not of Me, 
and who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, that 
they may add sin to sin” (Isaiah 30:1).

Human reasoning, apart from God, cannot 
develop a mind that is sound. 

How to have a sound mind
The Bible tells us the real source: “For God has 

not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

What is Paul saying here? God’s Spirit, which is 
His power and mind essence, actually allows us to 
develop a mind that is temperate, disciplined 
and self-controlled. It is peaceful and full 
of wisdom.

The Amplified Bible translates 
this verse as: “For God did not give 
us a spirit of timidity or coward-
ice or fear, but [He has given us a 
spirit] of power and of love and 
of sound judgment and per-
sonal discipline [abilities that 
result in a calm, well-balanced 
mind and self-control].”

The apostle James delin-
eates the differences between 
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the wisdom that comes from God and the 
thinking that is in the world around us. “For 
where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion 
and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom 
that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy” 
( James 3:16-17).

People today often seek to achieve sound 
mindedness through the behavioral sciences; 
they strive to attain peace, wisdom and good 
judgment simply by personal commitments 
to do so. Of course, people can learn to reason 
clearly and develop common sense on the physi-
cal level. But on the spiritual level, right think-
ing can only come through exercising God’s 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:12-14). 

How do we receive God’s Spirit?
In Acts 2:1-4 the disciples were gathered 

together keeping the Day of Pentecost and were 
filled with the Holy Spirit. People from all over 
could not understand how they were hearing 
these Galileans in their own languages (verses 
7-12). The people were amazed, and so Peter 
explained that what they were witnessing was 
foretold by the prophet Joel, who said that the 
Holy Spirit would be poured out (verses 16-18).

So how do we receive that Spirit? Peter says 
in verse 38, “Repent”—this means to turn away 
from sin, from breaking God’s laws—“and let ev-
ery one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Peter continues by saying that the promise 
to receive the Holy Spirit is “to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call” (verse 39). 

So, to receive the gift of the Spirit that allows 
us to develop a sound mind—thinking from 
God’s viewpoint—one has to repent of sin and be 
baptized. This is truly a major behavioral change 
on our part. We have to realize that God is real 
and that we need Him—His power, love and His 
sound mind—within us. (For more details about 
receiving God’s Spirit, read our booklet Change 
Your Life!)

A sound mind carries responsibilities
Once God imbues us with the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, we must not quench it (1 Thessalonians 
5:19). In other words, we have to determine that 
our way of thinking must now be godly and not 
human-driven. In fact, we are told to have the 
very mind of Jesus Christ. 

The apostle Paul also gives examples of that 
mind-set:

• “Let nothing be done through selfish ambi-
tion or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem others better than himself. Let 
each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 
Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:3-5).

• “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in 
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, pro-
voking one another, envying one another” 
(Galatians 5:25-26).

Can we even imagine a world like that? Where 
people would always show concern for others? 
Where people would give deference to others, 
and where selfishness and conceit would be re-
moved from one’s thinking? Where people would 
be calm and peaceful and willing to yield? 

That is the kind of world God desires for 
all peoples—and it will come once Jesus Christ 
returns! 

Endure to the end
But until the Kingdom of God begins to rule 

on earth, the pressure is on. The world’s think-
ing is so pervasive that we must be careful not 
to fall back into having an unsound mind. For 
example, consider the many angry opinions and 
vicious comments that are posted to articles and 
news releases on the web. Everyone thinks his 
or her opinion is right. And even with the Holy 
Spirit, we must be careful not to get caught up 
in conceit or provocation, as “there is a way that 
seems right to a man, but its end is the way of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12).

The apostle Peter also reminds us in 2 Peter 
3:17-18: “You therefore, beloved, since you know 
this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from 
your own steadfastness, being led away with the 
error of the wicked; but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

Godly thinking helps us to never forget that 
God gives us His laws for our own good (Deuter-
onomy 6:24). And, as we internalize His way of 
thinking now, we will develop a sound minded-
ness that truly is a blessing—one that is made 
possible through having His Holy Spirit.

So who will have a sound mind? Those who 
repent, are baptized and receive God’s Spirit. 

And the most important question: Will you 
do what it takes to develop that sound mind God 
promises? If so, be assured that is the direction 
God wants you to go! D

For a deeper 
study of your 

next steps, 
download 

Change Your 
Life!

on the 

spiritual 

level, right 

thinking can 

only come 

through 

exercising 

God’s Holy 

Spirit.
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I
t seems like every day truly horrendous and 
abominable events occur that deserve our out-
rage.

A few of these stories are highly publicized. 
Uncounted others go woefully unnoticed. We 

couldn’t possibly grasp the enormity of the evil all 
around us—the millions of individual stories of suf-
fering hidden behind the statistics about child abuse, 
human trafficking, violence, cruelty, injustice, war 
crimes, prejudice, corruption and murder.

The effects of an evil world on God’s people
God does get angry about the sins that are bring-

ing our world to the brink of self-destruction, and 
He does want His people to “sigh and cry over all the 
abominations” (Ezekiel 9:4; see more in the Life, Hope 
& Truth articles “Why Is God Angry?” and “Ezekiel: 
Exploring His Emphasis for Today”). 

Peter highlighted the toll of these outrageous evils 

on godly people. He told of righteous Lot who “was 
oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked” and 
who “tormented his righteous soul from day to day by 
seeing and hearing their lawless deeds” (2 Peter 2:7-8).

We can be beaten down, depressed, even burned 
out by the evils around us. How can we keep them 
from negatively influencing us or causing our love to 
grow cold (Matthew 24:12)? What does God want us to 
do so we can endure to the end (verse 13)?

Peter shows where we should focus. The example 
of Lot shows that “the Lord knows how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust un-
der punishment for the day of judgment” (2 Peter 2:9). 

God is in charge, and He will make it all right in 
the end.

Avoiding fatigue
Does God want us to be constantly outraged to the 

point of frustration and burnout? No, the Bible shows 

We live in an age of 
outrage, and more 
destructive and 
infuriating things 
happen every year. 
How does God want 
us to react? How can 
we avoid burnout?

By Mike Bennett

Life

Dealing With
Outrage

Fatigue

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/america-in-prophecy/why-is-god-angry/
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God’s balanced plan for our spiritual growth and well-
being. He does want us to hate evil, not to hide our heads 
in the sand or to accept it. But He also wants us to have so 
much more, such as the fruit of His Spirit:

“Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). 

Paul’s advice to the Philippians is especially helpful 
to those feeling oppressed by all the evil news around us 
today:

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). 

The first step is to recognize that since God is in charge, 
we don’t need to be anxious. We can go to Him with heart-
felt prayers for our own safety and for the deliverance of 
the whole world through the return of Jesus Christ. 

It may seem unnatural to focus on thanksgiving at such 
a time, but gratitude is fundamental to having the right 
perspective. To be able to pray in faith without anxiety, we 
must remember the blessings we have and how God gave 
them to us. We can be thankful that God is going to bring 
an end to all the horrible suffering in this world.

And God’s response will be beyond what we can ask or 
think: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (verse 7).

Our mind is a battlefield, and God offers the guard we 
need to help protect us—if we follow His commands. 

Our mental marching orders continue in verse 8: “Fi-
nally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are 
pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”

Your mission
Putting our faith and hope in God does not mean ignor-

ing the evils today. It does not mean that we shouldn’t do 
what we can now, first, to remove evil from our own lives 
and, second, when possible, to alleviate the suffering of 
others. 

Paul told the Church, “And let us not grow weary while 
doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not 
lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith” 
(Galatians 6:9-10).

In an evil world of problems beyond human solution, 
weariness and burnout come naturally. But with the godly 
focus of faith and reliance on the God of hope, we can 
find rest from the frustration and futility. We can trust and 
seek to hasten the true solution, soon to be brought by our 
Deliverer, Jesus Christ.

In the meantime, we strive to do good to all. We start 
especially with the Church, since our brethren’s needs are 
best known to us, and they are our family responsibility (1 
John 3:17; 4:20). Outside, our efforts may be a drop in the 
bucket, but we should do what we can.

And God has commissioned His Church to do good in 
the way He considers most important and effective. We 
are to preach the good news of His soon-coming Kingdom 
(Matthew 24:14) and to “go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:19-20; see “What Is the Mission of the Church?”).

Participating in this mission of preparing for God’s 
Kingdom while living in territory under the sway of the 
enemy is not for the faint of heart. But God promises to 
infuse our hearts with His strength and to help us defeat 
the fatigue. 

“The Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints 
nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. He gives 
power to the weak, and to those who have no might He in-
creases strength. … Those who wait on the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run, and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint” (Isaiah 40:28-31).

With that focus, with that strength, we can overcome 
outrage fatigue and fulfill the mission God has for us. D

Read more in our free booklet 
The Mystery of the Kingdom.

To think more about this pivotal passage, see “Meditate on These 
Things” and “Christian Meditation.”

With the godly focus of 
faith and reliance on the 
God of hope, we can find 
rest from the frustration 
and futility.
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God

A
ndrea Bocelli did it. So did Gladys Knight, 
Perry Como and even the Beach Boys. Each 
sang the words of Matthew 6:9-13, com-
monly known as “The Lord’s Prayer.”

Even without the music, these verses 
are more familiar than almost any other passage 
in Scripture, but few of us ever really stop to mull 
over what they mean. When we do, we might find 
ourselves wrestling with questions. I know I did 
when I was young in the faith.

What struck me then was the statement Christ 
made just prior to giving us these famous words. 
In warning His disciples not to use “vain repeti-
tions” (verse 7), He tells them that the “Father 
knows the things you have need of before you ask 
Him” (verse 8).

If God already knows, then why do we need to 
pray? And why in the world do we need to pray 
for the Kingdom (verse 10)? Isn’t it presumptuous 
of us to advise God, saying, in essence, “Have You 
seen how bad things are down here? Shouldn’t 
You send Christ soon?”

A personal investment
The initial answers to my questions came from 

an unexpected source—the business world. Dur-
ing the past half century, leadership models have 
been evolving. Simply barking out commands and 
expecting employees to pursue company goals no 
longer accomplishes much.

Managers now seek to instill within their em-
ployees a passion for corporate objectives. Leading 
employees to “take ownership” of the company’s 
philosophy and perspective means bringing them 
to view those goals as personal.

Think of it this way. Do people renting cars or 
houses treat them with the same care that own-
ers would? Unfortunately, most renters don’t. 
The same holds true for just about everything in 
life. When someone is “personally invested,” that 
individual takes greater interest, cares more and 
works harder.

Why did Jesus Christ teach us to 
pray for the Kingdom?

By Bill Palmer

“Thy
Kingdom  
Come”?

Why Pray
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When we spend time praying for 
the Kingdom of God, we begin to 
take ownership. Not only that, we 
also begin to grow as Christians.

Praying for the Kingdom
When I first began to pray for the 

Kingdom, my thoughts were not yet 
what they should have been. To put 
it bluntly, foremost in my mind was 
my desire to be in God’s Kingdom. 
That hope is not wrong, of course, 
but it is not enough. It is, however, 
common among spiritual babes.

In fact, new Christians are much 
like babies, consumed by their 
own needs and fears. Babies can-
not change their own diapers or go 
to the kitchen to fix a snack. What 
they can do is cry to let their parents 
know they want to be changed, or to 
be fed, or to be held. The baby does 
not consider that crying at 2 a.m. 
means another restless night for 
Mommy and Daddy.

Unlike human parents, God does 
not need sleep. He never tires of our 
prayers, but He wants more from us 
because He wants more for us. He 
wants us to love our brothers and 
sisters, and that means considering 
their needs and fears. That means 
we should be doing what we can to 
help them, including praying for 
their needs. The No. 1 need for the 
vast majority of humanity right now 
is the return of Christ to save the 
world from self-destruction and to 
set up the Kingdom of God.

Sighing and crying
Ezekiel, a young man from the 

priestly line of Zadok, was still too 
young to serve in the temple when 
he was taken captive to Babylon. 
While living in this strange land 
during some of the most difficult 

years for his people, Ezekiel began 
his role as a prophet, first warning 
of impending destruction and then 
holding out hope for restoration.

In one striking vision, God Him-
self directed Ezekiel’s attention to 
the idolatrous practices pervasive 
throughout the land and even in 
the temple complex (Ezekiel 8). In 
the next chapter, God commanded 
an angel to “put a mark on the 
foreheads of the men who sigh and 
cry over all the abominations that 
are done within it” (Ezekiel 9:4). 
Then God charged six angels to go 
through the land, killing anyone 
without that mark (verses 5-6).

It wasn’t good enough for the 
people in question to avoid pagan 
practices themselves. They had to 
feel enough anguish to sigh and to 
cry. They had to lament the pain the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem were 
bringing on themselves. 

In the same way, we should pray 
for the Kingdom not merely for 
our own sake, but for the sake of all 
mankind.

When we look around at this 
world, we see people lost and suf-
fering, fearful and hurting. Hope 
is in short supply, and people are 
desperate for some good news. If 
we count ourselves among those 
blessed to understand the gospel (or 
“good news”), we should hunger for 
the Kingdom on behalf of a hopeless 
humanity.

But even this is not enough!

As a hen gathers her chicks
Consider Jesus’ example. He said 

something remarkable immedi-
ately after rebuking the scribes and 
Pharisees. As He presented each of 
seven major grievances (Matthew 
23), Christ exclaimed, “Woe to you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 
The reproach ends with verse 36. 
From this long passage alone we 
might assume that Jesus held noth-
ing but contempt in His heart for the 
scribes and Pharisees, but we would 
be wrong. Verse 37 sheds light on 
His true feelings:

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 
who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her! How often 
I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, but you were not 
willing!”

Even in rebuking these religious 
leaders, Jesus never stopped loving 
them. We do not think the same way 
God does, so we sometimes fail to 
understand that God yearns for the 
Kingdom. And this recognition leads 
us to our most important reason to 
pray for the Kingdom—it is God’s 
great desire to dwell with us!

Praying for the Kingdom to come 
is an investment of our time and our 
lives, and that investment actually 
transforms our hearts and minds. 
We are not convincing God of some-
thing He needs to do, but rather 
learning to see and hope and dream 
for what is best for the world and, 
especially, for what is God’s will and 
God’s great desire! D

Delve deeper by downloading our free 
booklet The Mystery of the Kingdom.

When we spend time praying for the Kingdom 
of God, we begin to take ownership. Not only 
that, we also begin to grow as Christians.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-kingdom-of-god/
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What could be more 
devastating and inexplicable 
than the death of an innocent 
child! Why? How could a 
loving God allow such a 
tragedy?

Life

Why Did 
God Let  

Jessica 
Die?

By Jeff Caudle

One morning last November a shocking photo 
flashed up on my computer screen. A little Eng-
lish girl lay in her hospital bed, her face and body 
clearly wracked by excruciating pain and agony. 

Four-year-old Jessica Whelan suffered from a rare form of 
childhood cancer—neuroblastoma. She had been diagnosed 
with her cancer at age 2. Her father, Andy, posted her photo on 
Facebook not to sensationalize or exploit his daughter’s terrible 
condition, but to hopefully bring about worldwide awareness of 
the disease and perhaps encourage more research for a cure.

Just a couple of weeks later, the night before Jessica died, her 
dad wrote on Facebook: “Every day has been a battle to … keep 
her comfortable using pain relief and sedatives.

“Through all the pain relief and sedatives she has still not 
had the comfort to allow me to do anything more than rest my 
hand upon her, perhaps hold her hand and occasionally kiss 
her dried pale lips.

“Last night however we managed to get her body to absorb 
enough of the medicines that this time when changing her 
bedding, instead of having to merely move her onto our bed, 
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Jessica actually let me and seemed comforted to 
have me pick her up and rest her on myself for 
around twenty minutes or so.

“I can honestly say it was probably the best 
and most cherished cuddle we have shared in a 
long time.”

The next morning he wrote again about his 
“princess”: “I feel both sadness and relief in in-
forming you all that Jessica finally found peace at 
7 o’clock this morning. No longer does she suffer, 
no longer does she feel the pain of the physical 
constraints of her body.”

Why … oh, why?
When we see (and feel) such tragedies, which 

happen all too often, we may ask ourselves 
“Why?” Why would God allow this to happen? 
And we try to find comfort amidst the terrible 
pain associated with losing a child, or anyone. We 
often identify with others, around the world, who 
also suffer immeasurably, perhaps losing their 
lives in the most untimely, cruel or inexplicable 
ways.

Jessica had the potential of a full lifetime 
ahead of her. Her parents loved her, cherished 
her, supported her. Some 100,000 people were 
following her struggle for life on Facebook. But 
none of that was enough. Despite all human and 
medical efforts, the fact remains—a small child 
died from a terrible illness.

God and children
How does God feel about children? Is it really 

His desire that they suffer?
God encouraged Adam and Eve, the first hu-

man beings, to “be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth” (Genesis 1:28). In other words, He wanted 
many, many children to be born, to eventually 
populate and fill the earth. God gave the same 
command to Noah and his family after the Flood 
(Genesis 9:1). 

Later, King Solomon wrote, “Children are a 
heritage from the Lord” (Psalm 127:3). Parents 
love and cherish their children, from their birth 
onward. They are irreplaceable. God Himself 
gives us our children. They are intended to be a 
source of great joy.

In New Testament times, Jesus Christ viewed 
children very positively, noting that their humble 
nature and attitude reflected His own way of 
life and His Kingdom (Mark 10:13-15). He took 
them into His arms and blessed them (verse 16). 
He prayed for them, knowing that little children 
need divine comfort and protection, physical 
provision and all good things in life. 

The apostle John wrote this remarkable pas-
sage about the people of God:

“Behold what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed on us, that we should be called chil-
dren of God! … Beloved, now we are children of 
God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is” (1 John 3:1-2).

The Bible says that faithful, obedient servants 
of Jesus Christ are—today—the children of God 
and one day will be like Him, in His family. We 
will be spirit as He is and inherit eternal life.

However, despite all this positive news, we also 
find examples in the Bible where God permitted 
children to die. In fact, the death of children is 
an ongoing topic in the Bible. In a terrible attack 
by Satan, all 10 of Job’s children died in a great 
calamity in one day ( Job 1:19). Can we even begin 
to imagine the grief Job and his wife must have 
felt? 

In this world, under the sway of Satan (1 John 
5:19), children die from disease, during child-
birth, by murder—some have even been burned 
as human sacrifices. All of these tragedies are 
recorded in the Bible. God allowed them. What 
are we to think?

All destined to perish
First, we must consider a baseline for all 

humans who have ever lived. Thousands of 
years ago Solomon wrote that all “go to the dead” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:3), and “the living know that they 
will die” (verse 5). The apostle James asks, “For 
what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears 
for a little time and then vanishes away” ( James 
4:14). 

Over the years I have served in the ministry, I 
have visited many sick people, many of them ter-
minally ill. I’ve performed funerals for the young 
and the old, for those who died suddenly and 
painlessly and for those who suffered at length. 
Some had been good people; some had not. 

There’s one clear fact: eventually this human 
life will end somehow, one way or another. And 
it’s never easy or simple for the living to fully 
understand or express what they feel in such 
circumstances.

Jesus Christ is returning to 
set things right and give hope 
to everyone who has ever 
lived, including Jessica and 
her dad. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/evil-and-suffering/why-does-god-allow-suffering/
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God lost His Son too
Stop to consider that fact. During Jesus’ 33½-

year human life, God the Father knew that He 
would watch His only Son—Jesus Christ—die a 
cruel, horrific death on earth. 

Why? Why did Jesus have to die? His death 
and sacrifice were the only way to pay the penalty 
of sin that hangs over the human race. Jesus 
Christ was willing to give His life so human-
ity can ultimately be freed from the trap of sin, 
death and so much suffering that Satan has laid 
for us throughout time.

As a result, our Heavenly Father deeply 
empathizes with human parents who lose their 
children, whether they are small children, teens 
or adults. Jesus also understands everything that 
we go through and cares every bit as much as His 
Father does (Hebrews 4:14-16).

So what is God doing?
To our limited, physical, human minds, death 

seems so final—the end of our relationship with a 
loved one. But God does not view death the same 
way we do, and He does not leave us hanging, 
without hope or solace.

The apostle Paul noted: “But I do not want 
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 
who have fallen asleep [died], lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 
with Him those who sleep in Jesus. … Therefore 
comfort one another with these words” (1 Thes-
salonians 4:13-14, 18).

God also has a plan for all who were too young 
or never truly understood the message of the Son 
of God. Many of these died untimely and tragic 
deaths.

We may never know in this lifetime why many 
children, including little Jessica, died when or 
how they did. And to us, that may seem terribly 
unfair. However, don’t despair. Consider another 
reality in the story of human history.

God has allowed Satan to exert his influence 
over the entire world (Revelation 12:9)—ever 
since the first humans rejected God and His 
way in the Garden of Eden. Prompted by Satan, 
mankind has acted in opposition and disobe-
dience to God ever since. Jesus described our 
adversary Satan (1 Peter 5:8) as “a murderer from 
the beginning, and … a liar and the father of it” 
( John 8:44).

The “god of this age,” but not for long
As the “god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4), 

Satan wreaks violence, death, wars, disease and 

mayhem in the affairs of men. Humans, exercis-
ing their free will in rejection of God’s ways, have 
made harmful choices over thousands of years 
that have led to the dangerous, disease-ridden 
world we see today. These choices have cut short 
far too many innocent lives. But it won’t be this 
way forever. Jesus Christ is returning to set things 
right and give hope to everyone who has ever 
lived, including Jessica and her dad. 

Death is not the end for mankind. God 
promises a resurrection of the dead—of all the 
dead (Revelation 20:5, 12). In fact, His own Son 
described Himself, saying, “I am the resurrection 
and the life” ( John 11:25).

Paul wrote that there is a time order of resur-
rections: “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
all shall be made alive. But each one in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, 
when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, 
when He puts an end to all rule and all authority 
and power. For He must reign till He has put all 
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will 
be destroyed is death” (1 Corinthians 15:22-26).

All will live again and have an opportunity to 
learn about God the Father, Jesus Christ and the 
wonderful future of the Kingdom of God.

The end of sorrow
There is a time coming when no children, not 

a one, will die. Neither will adults. The apostle 
John wrote these comforting and powerful 
words: “And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sor-
row, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for 
the former things have passed away” (Revelation 
21:4). D

To understand more 
about what happens 
after this life, read our 
free downloadable 
booklet The Last Enemy: 
What Really Happens 
After Death?

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy/
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Oh, good, you’re here! I wasn’t sure if you were 
going to make it or not.

That’s the thing about writing articles—they’re 
these weird, time-delayed, one-sided conversa-
tions, and there’s no way to know who might show 
up. It could be anyone!

Well … maybe not anyone. Discern magazine 
has multiple thousands of readers, but as far as 
I know, that number doesn’t include any world 
leaders or heads of state. It probably doesn’t 
include any officials of the United Nations or the 
European Union, either.

In other words, even though I have the ability 
to write to a decently large audience on subjects 
that matter to me, I can’t expect that anyone in a 
position of real power is going to take the time to 
read my articles—or even care that they exist. If I 
have a problem I want addressed, it’s not as if I can 
call the president and ask him to take care of it.

You probably can’t do that either. There are 

billions of people on this planet of ours, each 
with his or her own unique set of problems and 
concerns. Can you imagine what would happen 
if every single one of us had an open channel of 
communication with our world leaders? It would 
be impossible—complete and utter chaos. There 
are too many of us with too many problems for 
us to expect a small handful of leaders to listen to 
and address them all.

More than being heard
But what if your problem is really important? 

What if it affects more than just you—what if it 
affects your friends and family, or your neighbor-
hood and community?

Well, it turns out that a hundred voices are 
easier to hear than just one—and when a thou-
sand or tens of thousands come together to speak 
out about the same issue, they suddenly get a lot 
harder to ignore. A world leader might not notice 

Hello? Is this thing on?

What D
o I

Have to Do
God

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/discern/
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It’s easy to make noise, but hard to be heard. In a sea of competing voices, the Bible reveals the secret to being heard and finding the answers you’re looking for.
By Jeremy Lallier

a single person with a single problem, but a hundred thou-
sand raising their voices about the same problem? Well, 
that demands a response.

Unfortunately, it doesn’t always demand a favorable 
response. That’s the thing about marches and protests and 
movements—they’re powerful megaphones that can ensure 
you’ll be heard, but they can’t guarantee change. They can’t 
promise your cause will get anything other than a few mo-
ments in the spotlight.

For some people, that’s enough—but for most, the issue 
isn’t about just being heard. The issue is about being heard, 
understood and valued.

That’s what we really want, isn’t it? Not just to be heard, 
but to be heard by someone who gets us—someone who 
understands what we’re going through, who wants the best 
for us, and who has the power to do something about it.

And while we’re at it, we might as well wish for a uni-
corn too.

Who gives power?
Let’s face facts: that person doesn’t exist. The people 

with the greatest power to make change generally are too 
overwhelmed with major problems to really focus on the 

plights of people like you and me, and the people who do 
really care generally don’t have the ability to change our 
situation. Even if they did, there’s no guarantee they’d un-
derstand what we really need.

But it’s not as hopeless as it sounds. As it turns out, the 
presidents, prime ministers, chancellors and dictators of 
the world don’t actually have as much power as it appears.

When Jesus Christ was on trial, He stood silent as Pon-
tius Pilate interrogated Him. Pilate—a powerful governor in 
the Roman Empire—asked Christ, “Are You not speaking to 
me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and 
power to release You?” ( John 19:10).

Jesus’ answer is worth noting. He told Pilate, “You could 
have no power at all against Me unless it had been given 
you from above” (verse 11). 

It’s a concept Daniel the prophet introduced to King 
Nebuchadnezzar when he warned him that “the Most High 
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He 
chooses” (Daniel 4:25).

Now, that raises a lot of other questions with answers we 
can’t cover in this article—questions like, “Why does God 
give power to people who will misuse it?” and “Why doesn’t 
He take it away when they do?” The short answer is, “He has 

Have to Do to Be Heard?
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a reason,” and we cover the longer 
answer in our second Journey, 
“The Problem of Evil.” (You can 
sign up for our Journeys through 
the Life Hope & Truth Learning 
Center).

The takeaway for us in this 
article is simply that the people 
we often perceive as having all 
the power don’t actually have all 
the power. They only have what 
God gives them.

The God who hears
Now, let’s take a minute to talk about the God who holds 

all that power in His hands. If He were anything like many 
of the human leaders of the world, we’d be in trouble—He’d 
be too busy, too important, too disinterested to spend His 
time listening to us.

Thankfully, that’s not the God the Bible reveals. David, 
in one of his many recorded psalms, confidently states, “I 
have called upon You, for You will hear me, O God; incline 
Your ear to me, and hear my speech” (Psalm 17:6). 

Another psalmist sings, “I love the Lord, because He has 
heard my voice and my supplications. Because He has in-
clined His ear to me, therefore I will call upon Him as long 
as I live” (Psalm 116:1-2).

God is a God who hears. And the Bible bears that out. 
Again and again, we find stories in the Bible of a God who 
pays close attention to His creation. When a slave runs away 
in fear from her master, God speaks to her and promises 
her child a future, “because the Lord has heard your afflic-
tion” (Genesis 16:11).

When the nation of Israel cried out in bondage in Egypt, 
God sent them a deliverer with a message: “I have surely 
seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know 
their sorrows” (Exodus 3:7, emphasis added throughout).

And when Israel finished building God’s temple, He 
promised that, even in the middle of punishment for 
wickedness, “if My people who are called by My name will 
humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 
7:14).

God hears.

Better than picket signs
There are people in this world who desperately want 

to be heard—to be understood and valued. They’re trying 
their best to shout over the noise of so many other voices—
but the incredible truth is, there’s no need to shout. There’s 
a loving God who is eager to hear from and help you, and 
He’s never more than a prayer away.

One of the most effective 
prayers in the Bible came from 
a man named Hezekiah. His 
capital of Jerusalem was under 
siege by Assyria, a formidable 
war machine with a reputation 
for chewing up and spitting 
out its enemies. Hezekiah was 
outmatched and outflanked, 
and the king of Assyria knew it. 
He taunted Hezekiah, asking, 
“Who among all the gods of 
the lands have delivered their 
countries from my hand, that 
the Lord should deliver Jerusa-
lem from my hand?” (2 Kings 18:35).

Hezekiah realized any human response was futile.
So He prayed. The prayer recorded in the Bible isn’t long 

or fancy, but it was effective. He humbled himself before 
the God who “made heaven and earth” (2 Kings 19:15) and 
begged for God to hear the proud words of the Assyrian 
king and “save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that You are the Lord God, You alone” 
(verse 19).

In response, God sent word to Hezekiah: “Because you 
have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, I 
have heard” (verse 20). The tides changed. God struck down 
the Assyrian army and Jerusalem was saved—thanks in 
large part to that prayer.

How to be heard
The Bible is full of prayers that changed the course of 

history. “And what more shall I say? For the time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, 
also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the vio-
lence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised 
to life again” (Hebrews 11:32-35).

Not that every prayer brings the results we’re hoping for. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, prayed before His crucifixion: 
“Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; never-
theless not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). Christ 
understood what we, too, need to understand: God knows 
best. He’ll work out what is best, not what we think is best.

But He hears. He cares. And He has the power to bring 
about real, lasting change when His people cry out to Him: 
“The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are 
open to their cry” (Psalm 34:15).

So, what do you need to do to be heard?
It’s simple, really. Bow your head. Bend your knees.
The God of the universe is listening. D

For further reading, 
download our study 
guide How to Pray.

There’s a 

loving God 

who is eage
r 

to hear fro
m 

and help yo
u, 

and He’s 

never more 

than a pray
er 

away.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/how-to-pray/


LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 23

Relationships

When we leave 
home, we don’t 
leave the Fifth 
Commandment 
behind. But what 
does honoring 
our parents mean 
when we are 
adults?

By Becky Sweat

W
hen my widowed father first moved into our guest bedroom, I wasn’t so sure it was 
going to work out. In fact, I was fairly certain it was not going to be a positive expe-
rience—for either of us.

We were anything but close. When I was growing up, I used to wonder how I 
could possibly have a father with a personality, perspectives, interests and an approach to 
life that was so completely different from my own. 

I loved my father, but we were about as opposite as two people could be. His idea of fun 
was watching television, especially old Westerns, or going on a quiet walk or a fishing trip … 
by himself. He didn’t like being around crowds, and he avoided social gatherings and group 
activities as much as he could.

I rarely watched TV, and my lifestyle was anything but solitary. I liked having a lot of get-
togethers at our house—especially really big parties. If I was out running errands, I made 
conversations with anyone and everyone who made eye contact with me—cashiers, other 
customers standing in line, whoever. My father, on the other hand, avoided stores and 
restaurants where the employees were “too friendly.” He didn’t want to have to engage in 
conversations with people he didn’t know.

How to
Honor Your Parentsas an Adult

Ph
ot

o:
 iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m



24 DISCERN May/June 2017

And not only were my father and I opposites, we were 
basically strangers. When I started college, I moved to 
another city, about 100 miles from my hometown. After 
college, I moved to another state and for the next two 
decades, lived over 2,000 miles away from my father. 
During those years, we rarely saw each other. We’d talk 
on the phone every week or two, but it was only chit-
chat—not exactly “meaningful” conversation.

So what was it going to be like having my father liv-
ing in our house? How was this possibly going to work 
out?

The fact of the matter was, even if our home wasn’t 
the ideal match for my father, my husband and I be-
lieved taking him in was the right thing to do. My father 
had been dealing with some major health and financial 
challenges. If he didn’t move in with us, the other op-
tions would have been seriously detrimental to him.

Applying the Fifth Commandment
The Fifth Commandment, listed in Exodus 20:12, tells 

us, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is 
giving you.” We felt that to not help my father in his time 
of need, when we could, would have been to disregard 
this commandment. 

Obviously, this command doesn’t mean grown 
children need to obey their parents, but we still need to 
honor them. No matter our age, we need to show them 
respect, regard and esteem. If our parents are in need, 
we must try to make sure they’re well cared for.

If you’ve always had healthy relationships with your 
parents, it may be totally natural to bestow this kind of 
honor on them. But if you can relate to my story and 
have never connected that well with your mother or fa-
ther, this can be hard to do. It can be even more difficult 
if your parents were not honorable, or if you saw far 
more flaws in them than strengths. 

Still, the Fifth Commandment does not say we only 
need to honor our parents if they deserve it, or when 
they are good to us or honorable. We need to honor 
them even if they were difficult to get along with (see 
our online article “Dealing With Difficult People”). 

When we honor our parents, ultimately we are pleas-
ing and honoring God (Colossians 3:20). 

Some practical suggestions
There are many ways to express godly love and 

respect for your parents as an adult, regardless of the 
kind of relationship you have with them. Here are some 
practical suggestions:

If your parents want to reminisce about the 
good old days, let them. My father sure had his 
stories. There was the one about how his hive of 
bees swarmed onto the diving board of the neigh-
bor’s swimming pool. And how he won the local 
ice fishing exhibition one year. And how he met 
my mother—and on and on. I’d heard all the sto-
ries before and knew most of them word for word. 
Still, it was important to listen again.

Of course your parents may also want to talk 
about what’s currently going on in their lives—
about their jobs or hobbies, interesting experi-
ences, challenges they’re facing, etc. Whatever it is, 
give them your full attention. By listening to their 
stories, you are telling them that their experienc-
es—and lives—are important to you. 

Visit or call your parents on a regular basis. If 
you live in the same city, this may mean taking 
them to lunch, meeting them for coffee or invit-
ing them to your house for dinner. Ask them how 
they’re doing and tell them what’s going on in 
your life. If distance separates you, stay in con-
tact by phone or use a video chat service, such as 
Skype. 

I have a friend in Illinois who calls her parents 
in Europe every Saturday morning. Each of them 
has a web camera set up. They’ll fill each other in 
on their weeks while my friend and her husband 
eat brunch and, due to the time difference, her 
parents eat dinner. “It’s like having a face-to-face 
meal together,” my friend relates. “Mom and Dad 
feel a lot more connected to us knowing we have 
this regular time to talk.”

Even if you are just talking about routine, mun-
dane matters, don’t underestimate how important 
these conversations are to your parents. That’s a 
mistake I made with my father. But after he was 
living with us for a while, he told me how much 
those phone chats had meant to him—even if we 
were only talking about the weather.

1. Spend time with them.

2. Be a Good Listener.

We need to honor them even if they were difficult 
to get along with.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/honor-fifth-commandment/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/friendship/dealing-with-difficult-people/
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Show your parents how much their wisdom and 
experience mean to you by asking for counsel about 
life issues such as education paths, career decisions, 
choice of a mate, child rearing or dealing with trials. 
Tell them you’re asking because you value their 
insights. 

I have a son in college who is pursuing a degree 
that is similar to my own college degree. Sometimes 
he’ll ask me for my advice on which classes to take, 
how best to carry out a particular class project or 
how to word his resume. I can’t help but feel hon-
ored when he asks me for my perspectives.

In the end, you may or may not take your par-
ents’ suggestions, but as Proverbs 1:8-9 notes, their 
advice is definitely worth listening to.

Rather than dwell on your parents’ flaws, look 
for the positive ways they impacted your life and 
sincerely thank them for all they have done for you.

Focus on whatever is positive: that they provided 
for you, taught you about life, offered helpful advice, 
were patient, planned memorable family activities, 
offered you unique opportunities and so forth. 

Compliment them on their current-day ac-
complishments as well, whether it’s something 
job-related, a new project they finished at home or 
succeeding at some other endeavor. Parents want to 
feel appreciated for what they have done in the past, 
as well as for what they’re presently doing.

If your parents are elderly and live close by, you 
might offer to help them with their day-to-day needs 
by running errands, performing household repairs, 
doing housework or yard work, preparing meals, 
solving computer problems, etc. At some point, you 
may also need to help them financially and give 
physical care. 

When my father lived with us, in addition to 
taking him to doctor appointments and doing his 
bookkeeping, I tried to accommodate him in other 
ways too—like moving social events to the backyard 
so the house stayed quiet or renting Old West mov-
ies for him to watch. These might seem like trivial 
gestures, but they were important.

Getting older isn’t always easy. Depending on 
your parents’ age, they may be dealing with issues 
like empty nest syndrome, loneliness, retirement 
blues, declining health, financial problems, life 
regrets or the loss of a spouse, all of which can be 
very discouraging. It is important for you, as their 
children, to pray for God’s blessing on them—and 
let them know you are doing so. Knowing you are 
praying for them may be just the encouragement 
they need. 

Love and accept your parents, despite their idio-
syncrasies, flaws and mistakes. 

In practical terms, this means accepting your 
parents for who they are, not being overly critical of 
them and putting up with some of the things they 
might do that irritate you.

What if they’ve done a lot more than just annoy 
you? Be willing to forgive. Remember, there are no 
perfect parents. Everyone falls short now and then—
including your parents and including yourself. 
Forgive your parents, just as God has forgiven you 
(Ephesians 4:32).

If you’re struggling with this, ask God for help. De-
pend on Him to give you the strength, and even the 
desire, to not only forgive your parents, but to fulfill 
the Fifth Commandment in every way you can. 

I know firsthand this can be a struggle. My father 
lived with me, my husband and two sons for the last 
year of his life. It certainly wasn’t all smooth-sailing. 
But it wasn’t all bad either. During that year, my 
father and I had lots of time to sit around the kitchen 
table and talk, and even had some heartfelt conver-
sations. I saw some wonderful qualities in him that 
I hadn’t seen before, and I grew to understand and 
appreciate him in ways I had never thought possible.

Always remember the very real rewards God 
promises for honoring your parents. That includes 
the blessing of a long life—and perhaps some unex-
pected gifts along the way as well. D

In Mark 7:9-13 Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for 
not taking care of their elderly parents. In 1 Timo-
thy 5:4 Paul teaches that grown children have an 
obligation to support their parents in old age or time 
of need, in effect repaying them a little for all their 
sacrifices.

3. Seek Their Advice.

4. Express Appreciation.

5. Provide for Them.

6. Pray for Them.

Be Forbearing and 
Forgiving.

7.



Change

Jesus Christ used startling 
statements to make a vital 
point—that our spiritual 
condition is far more 
important than our physical 
condition. Sin must be 
removed!

By Mike Bennett

“If Your Right Eye Causes 
You to Sin, Pluck It Out”:

What Did Jesus Mean?

Photo: Lightstock.com



J
esus’ famed Sermon on the 
Mount is full of shocking state-
ments that went against the 
grain of His society—and ours. 

Some of them have been repeated so 
many times that we might miss their 
full force. Focus on how these would 
have struck His audience:

• Love your enemies (Matthew 
5:44).

• Turn the other cheek (verse 39).
• Judge not (7:1).
• “Whoever looks at a woman to 

lust for her has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his 
heart” (5:28).

Jesus expanded on the letter of 
the law to show the spiritual depth 
and intent of God’s commandments. 
That last point greatly expands 
on the Seventh Commandment 
against adultery, and following it is 
a surprising statement that seems to 
encourage self-mutilation:

“If your right eye causes you to 
sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; 
for it is more profitable for you that 
one of your members perish, than 
for your whole body to be cast into 
hell. And if your right hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off and cast it from 
you; for it is more profitable for you 
that one of your members perish, 
than for your whole body to be cast 
into hell” (verses 29-30).

Wow! His listeners must have sat 
in shock and horror.

What He didn’t mean
Was Jesus literally advocating 

plucking out your eye? No. How do 
we know? First, consider that Jesus 
said “if.” Does your eye or your hand 
actually cause you to sin? No. Sin 
starts in the mind and the heart. 
Removing our eye or hand wouldn’t 
prevent sinful thoughts.

“One might put out his eyes 
without in the least quenching the 
lust to which they ministered,” as the 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Com-
mentary explains. 

And there are no examples in the 
Bible of people of God cutting off 

their hands or plucking out their 
eyes. Consider two examples of 
sexual sin.

David was plagued by lust that 
led to his adultery with Bathsheba, 
but he didn’t blame his hands or 
his eyes. Instead, he repented and 
asked God to cleanse his heart (Psalm 
51:7-10).

And when the apostle Paul 
reprimanded the adulterer (and the 
church) in Corinth, he didn’t tell the 
man to pluck out his eye. He told the 
congregation to put the man out of 
the church till his heart changed (1 
Corinthians 5:1-5, 11; 2 Corinthians 
2:6-11).

What we must really cut off—
kill 

God wants repentance—real 
change in our thinking and actions—
not penance or self-flagellation. 

He wants us to have the godly 
sorrow described in 2 Corinthians 
7:10-11: “For godly sorrow produces 
repentance leading to salvation, not 
to be regretted; but the sorrow of the 
world produces death. For observe 
this very thing, that you sorrowed 
in a godly manner: What diligence 
it produced in you, what clearing of 
yourselves, what indignation, what 
fear, what vehement desire, what 
zeal, what vindication! In all things 
you proved yourselves to be clear 
in this matter.” (Read more in our 
online article “Godly Sorrow.”)

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Com-
mentary says, “Our Lord certainly 
means that we are to strike at the 
root of such unholy dispositions, as 
well as to cut off the occasions which 
tend to stimulate them.”

The Bible uses the analogy of kill-
ing the “old man” and replacing our 
old carnal life with newness of life—
the “new man.” 

“But you have not so learned 
Christ, if indeed you have heard 
Him and have been taught by Him, 
as the truth is in Jesus: that you put 
off, concerning your former conduct, 
the old man which grows corrupt ac-

cording to the deceitful lusts, and be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
and that you put on the new man 
which was created according to God, 
in true righteousness and holiness” 
(Ephesians 4:20-24).

Through repentance, baptism 
and the gift of God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:38), we can start this new life no 
longer enslaved to sin.

“Likewise you also, reckon your-
selves to be dead indeed to sin, but 
alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your 
mortal body, that you should obey it 
in its lusts” (Romans 6:11-12).

Study more about this in our ar-
ticle “Putting to Death the Old Man: 
What Does That Mean?”

Dealing radically with sin
Jesus’ shocking statement was 

meant to get our attention. It was 
meant to show how evil sin is! Sin 
causes death—eternal death! To 
make it possible for us to live, Jesus 
Christ gave His own life! He hates sin 
and loves us that much.

Talking about plucking out eyes 
and cutting off hands should im-
press us with the need to “deal radi-
cally with sin” (Zondervan NIV Bible 
Commentary).

Turn to God for the help to cut off 
the old man—to control our hands 
and turn our eyes away from sin. Cut 
out habits, entertainments, relation-
ships, addictions—whatever contrib-
utes to sin. D

Study more about this process of 
conversion in our free booklet  

Change Your Life!
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World InSight

W
ith a common history, culture and 
language, the United States and 
the United Kingdom have a long 
track record of cooperation in de-
fense, trade, intelligence and a host 

of other areas, stretching from educational exchanges 
to the arts. This special relationship has been called 
the “beating heart of the free world” and has resulted 
in incredible freedom, stability and prosperity that 
has been the envy of both enemies and allies. 

Former French President Charles de Gaulle 
chafed under the dominance of what he called, with 
a contemptuous curl of the lip, “the Anglo-Saxons,” 
voicing the not uncommon fear that a Britain inside 
a European Union would be little more than a Trojan 
horse for the United States.

Bound to stay together
The next chapter of the special relationship may 

prove to be fraught with potential peril, as both 

nations have taken political turns toward national 
priorities and risk isolation from some long-held 
economic allies and political partners. 

“Unquestionably,” according to John Bew, a history 
and foreign policy professor at King’s College Lon-
don, reflecting on the global political and economic 
climate, “this relationship has assumed way more 
importance than it might have had even a year ago” 
(quoted in “Anglo-American Relations Are Back in 
Town in a Big Way,” Reuters, Jan. 26, 2017).

“Britain and the United States,” cautions an 
insightful Reuters commentary on March 24, 2017, 
“are bound—one might say doomed—to remain in 
a special relationship for one of the best of reasons: 
They will need each other.”

Drifting away from the Continent
Britain’s unexpected decision to exit the European 

Union—commonly referred to as “Brexit”—will likely 
mean that its privileged access to that single market 

A Renewed Theresa May met 
with President 
Donald Trump at 
the White House on 
Jan. 27, 2017.“Special  

Relationship”?

The United States and 
the United Kingdom 
have an enduring 
bond that is more 
crucial than ever with 
both nations now 
charting new courses 
following turbulent 
results at the polls. 

By Neal Hogberg



LifeHopeandTruth.com  DISCERN 29

of 500 million consumers on the Con-
tinent will be revoked or dramatically 
altered. Having moved into Downing 
Street without an election, and facing 
nearly half of the country opposed to 
the Brexit decision, British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May needs to avoid a trap 
in the exit negotiations. That won’t be 
easy, since Brexit is anticipated to be 
the hardest task any prime minister 
has faced since the Second World War.

In jeopardy is the status of London 
as global financial center and the 45 
percent of British exports that are sold 
to fellow members of the EU, support-
ing more than 3 million British jobs. 
A recoil from Europe will require al-
ternatives, and a comprehensive trade 
deal between the United States and 
the United Kingdom—the world’s larg-
est and fifth-largest economies—would 
be a great bargaining chip. 

In her speech to American congres-
sional leaders in January, Mrs. May 
stated that “such an agreement would 
see us taking that next step in the spe-
cial relationship that exists between 
us. Cementing and affirming one of 
the greatest forces for progress this 
world has ever known.” 

“Let us,” she continued, “renew the 
relationship that can lead the world 
towards the promise of freedom and 
prosperity.” The British government is 
also seeking to resurrect past econom-
ic ties and trade with its Common-
wealth partners to support the U.K.’s 
commercial well-being.

America needs a partner
The new U.S. administration will 

need Britain too. As a presidential can-
didate, Donald Trump set off numer-
ous diplomatic and economic alarm 
bells as he campaigned repeatedly on 
a promise to put “America first.” He 
declared he would revitalize America’s 
position in world trade by emphasiz-
ing protectionist trade policies, includ-
ing withdrawal from the 12-nation 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, halting 
negotiations to draft the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership 
between the U.S. and EU, and finding 
a way out of or completely revising the 
NAFTA pact with Canada and particu-
larly Mexico.

Because of his support for Brexit 
and for other countries who might 
want to follow Britain out of the bloc, 
the Trump administration created 
a political earthquake felt across 
Europe. EU Council President Donald 
Tusk went so far as to label Donald 
Trump as a major threat to the Euro-
pean Union—lumping him alongside 
the other hazards of radical Islam, 
Russia and China.

Leadership through partnership
Some believe that a U.K. that is 

strong on the world stage and able to 
act as a truly sovereign, independent 
nation would provide an outstanding 
partner for the United States. The U.K. 
is America’s largest foreign inves-
tor, and America is the U.K.’s largest 
export market. 

London and Washington col-
laborated in every major military and 
diplomatic action of the 20th century 
with only the briefest of squabbles. 
Critics of the special relationship often 
claim that it is based purely on the 
U.K.’s following Washington’s orders, 
but as former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher once explained, 
“The special relationship does exist, it 
does count and it must continue, be-
cause the United States needs friends 
in the lonely task of world leadership.”

New leaders and intertwined 
agendas

Though already linked by the na-
tionalist sentiments that brought them 
both to office, a clear signal was sent 
that the Anglo-American alliance will 
be at the heart of strategic thinking 
in the Trump administration when, 
just a week after inauguration, British 
Prime Minister Theresa May was the 
first foreign leader to meet with Mr. 
Trump in Washington. 

President Trump—who took to 
calling himself “Mr. Brexit” during 
his election campaign—bonded with 
Mrs. May, according to a Politico report 
from Jan. 28, 2017, over their shared 
admiration for the teamwork of 
conservative icons Ronald Reagan and 
Margaret Thatcher. Trump said that he 
wanted their relationship to be “even 
better” than that one. 

Britain is open for business
Mrs. May displayed a cautious, de-

liberative resolve in the steady march 
to triggering Article 50 of the Lisbon 
Treaty, the legal exit mechanism that 
has initiated two years of negotiations 
that will end with Britain becom-
ing the first country to opt out of the 
political structure of the EU.

A proponent of free trade and 
globalization, Theresa May has been 
promoting her post-Brexit vision of a 
“Global Britain” that’s “open for busi-
ness.” The prime minister’s political 
hand has been strengthened by the 
performance of her nation’s economy, 
which remained buoyant in spite of 
the doom-laden scenarios predicted 
before the vote. 

While the U.K.’s position is current-
ly strong, it is also brittle. The prime 
minister is attempting to thread the 
needle in achieving a clean and final 
break—she avoids the term divorce 
because of the potential “emotional 
backlash”—from the European Union, 
while striving to maintain free trade 
with the bloc, reject EU immigra-
tion mandates and avoid paying the 
EU anything near the estimated £50 
billion ($60 billion) bill that Brussels 
negotiators regard as Britain’s share of 
financial liabilities.

The history behind the historic 
bond

The close relationship between 
U.S. and British leaders is especially 
exemplified by Winston Churchill 
(who coined the term special relation-
ship) and Franklin Roosevelt. They 
forged the Atlantic Charter of 1941 
as the British and their empire were 
standing alone against Nazi Germany, 
thus launching a military alliance on 
which the world still relies more than 
many people care to admit. 

Recalling that historic bond 
between leaders facing uncertain 
times, Mrs. May, as a personal gesture, 
presented Mr. Trump with a copy 
of Churchill’s famous speech to the 
American people following Japan’s 
attack on Pearl Harbor. She shared 
with Mr. Trump that “the sentiment” 
Churchill had expressed—“of a sense 
of unity and fraternal association 
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between the United Kingdom and the 
United States—is just as true today as 
it has ever been.”

“We pledge our lasting support to 
the special relationship,” stated Presi-
dent Trump emphatically.

The relationship through thick 
and thin

The special relationship has 
outlasted the individuals that have oc-
cupied the White House and Downing 
Street. Lyndon Johnson and Harold 
Wilson, for example, sparred over 
Vietnam; Richard Nixon and Edward 
Heath reportedly couldn’t stand one 
another. But the partnership blooms 
when a president and prime minister 
work well together. 

Shared national histories and 
mutual interests are important, but 
personal relationships have oiled 
the machinery and made it hum. 
Roosevelt and Churchill. Reagan and 
Thatcher. Bush and Blair. And now, 
perhaps, Trump and May.

Fast friends and shared 
commitments

The defining image of U.K. and U.S. 
relations was of Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher and President Ronald 
Reagan. The grocer’s daughter and 
the Hollywood film star had a rapport 
based on their shared commitment to 
small government, economic liberal-
ism and anticommunism.

Later, when President George H.W. 
Bush seemed to be wavering in the 
face of the challenge from Saddam 
Hussein during the run-up to the First 
Gulf War, Mrs. Thatcher famously 
encouraged him, “This is no time to go 
wobbly, George.” He did not, and they, 
too, became fast friends. 

“The Anglo-American relationship,” 
she later said, “has done more for the 
defense and future of freedom than 
any other alliance in the world.”

To the front of the line
In recent years the relationship 

turned decidedly sour, as former U.S. 
President Barack Obama, who never 
pretended to be an Anglophile, told 
British voters that, if they chose to 
secede from the EU, they would go 
to the “back of the queue” for a trade 
deal with the U.S. As it turned out, his 
intervention backfired spectacularly, 
with four opinion polls published the 
following week all registering a large 
swing to “Vote Leave.”

President Trump reversed direction 
immediately, pledging that Britain 
was “not at the back of the queue, but 
the front of the line” in terms of bilat-
eral trade agreements with America, 
and the special relationship took on 
new life.

Is the special relationship just 
coincidence?

While the special relationship 
between America and Britain has been 
the world’s most powerful bilateral 
partnership for over 70 years, it actu-
ally goes far deeper than most com-
prehend. The existence, identity and 
blessings of these two nations fulfill 
prophesied roles that are rooted in 
the biblical story of God’s promised 
rewards to Abraham and his descen-
dants. 

Prior to his death, the biblical pa-
triarch Jacob (grandson of Abraham) 
prophesied to his sons what would 

happen to their descendants “in the 
last days”—described in the 48th and 
49th chapters of Genesis—because 
of Abraham’s obedience. It is not a 
coincidence that a great company 
of nations followed by a single great 
nation rose to a global dominance 
unparalleled in human history. 

The time of Jacob’s trouble
While obedience brought spectacu-

lar blessings, rampant sins will bring 
national punishment (Hosea 4:6-10; 
5:5, 9; 10:13; Jeremiah 2:19) for both 
the United States (Manasseh) and Brit-
ain (Ephraim) in a catastrophic period 
of tribulation that both nations will 
face together ( Jeremiah 30:5-7). 

As the end of this age looms, these 
two nations will likely adhere to 
each other more closely for mutual 
survival. D

For more about the incredible history—
and future—of this special relationship, 

read our booklet The United States, Britain 
and the Commonwealth in Prophecy.
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“We pledge our lasting 
support to the special 

relationship,” stated 
President Trump 

emphatically.
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 AS WE APPROACHED 70 FEET (21 METERS) 
under the surface of the South Pacific, the dark hull 
loomed. I watched the dive leader, my daughters and my 
wife pull themselves down the guide rope, bubbles trail-
ing from their regulators. We were about to visit one of the 
most impressive accessible shipwrecks in the world.

The SS President Coolidge was a luxury liner transformed 
into a troopship by 1942, as the U.S. fought World War 
II. It was able to carry more than 5,000 soldiers at a time, 
which was the case when the ship steamed to the island of 
Espiritu Santo in today’s nation of Vanuatu. Captain Henry 
Nelson chose the most obvious channel into port, but he 
had not been given charts showing the underwater mines 
laid to protect the port. The Coolidge struck two and began 
to take on water. It was ordered run up on the beach. 

The evacuation was successful, and only two men died. 
One was killed in the initial explosion, and the other was 
an Army captain, Elwood Euart, who went back in and 
saved trapped men but then was unable to again escape 
himself. 

The ship filled from the stern, finally slipping backward 
to sink in shallow water.

Back in time
Today the wreck is open to recreational divers, which 

is why we were there. On the bow deck we found a 3-inch 
canon. On the promenade deck, we passed military hel-
mets, gas masks, a typewriter, rifles, bayonets and other 
flotsam of war. 

On a second dive we took flashlights and penetrated 
deep inside, scissoring slowly through black holds full of 
gear. Our lights revealed mounds of medical supplies, vials 
of powders and a barber chair still bolted down. Some-
where down there was the U.S. Army’s entire supply of qui-
nine in 1942. And somewhere were the remains of Captain 
Euart. (These were finally found in 2012; the officer was 
buried with full military honors in Rhode Island in August 
2016.)

Our expedition was at once exhilarating and daunting. 
The immensity of the ship, the value of the cargo loss and 
the human tragedy were all astonishing. And it was all 
caused by the lack of a chart—missing information and a 
wrong assumption. 

Missing charts
I couldn’t help thinking of Proverbs 14:12: “There is a 

way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of 
death.” 

Humans enter the world missing important spiritual 
charts. We don’t naturally recognize everything dangerous 
in life—what choices might later hurt or even kill. An ac-
tion may seem advisable and safe, as eating the forbidden 
fruit did to Eve, but instead lead to calamity and carnage.

There is only one place to find such charts: in the Bible. 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path,” 
wrote the psalmist (Psalm 119:105). God’s Word enables us 
to choose a clean course and escape spiritual mines lurking 
under life’s surface. But we must consult His Word fre-
quently to stay on course. 

The old maxim is correct: A man who does not read 
good books has no advantage over the man who cannot 
read them. And there is no better “good book” than the 
Bible. Steer clear of the fate of the President Coolidge.

—Joel Meeker
@JoelMeeker

A dive on a sunken troopship from World War II sparked thoughts on how we can 
avoid spiritual dangers.

A Deep Lesson From a Shipwreck
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Barnacles now cover 
the deck gun on the 
bow of the SS Coolidge.
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