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PROPHECY AND YOU
Today’s news and tomorrow’s predictions are often filled with bad 
news. But Bible prophecy reveals a better time is coming. And it shows 
what we should be doing in the meantime.

Prophecy: the foretelling or prediction of what is to come.
If you’re like most people, you are fascinated by the idea of 

being able to travel forward in time to see what the future holds. 
But can this happen? Can anyone actually see the future and 

accurately foretell what will happen? 
Yes, Someone can—and that Someone has told us of events 

that will shape the future!
In this booklet you’re going to discover that what lies ahead 

has been revealed, and it includes a far more beautiful and 
positive future than anyone could ever think possible. However, 
before that bright and wonderful world of tomorrow comes, a 
dark storm of trouble looms on the horizon. 

Bible prophecy foretells, in considerable detail, the future 
that will come to pass exactly as foretold. Furthermore, God 
doesn’t just tell us what will happen in the future, but also why 
it will happen.

He explains why troubled times lie ahead, and even the 
reason they must come, and He tells us why the world that will 
follow will be so wonderful. And, through His prophetic word, 
we are assured that He holds the solutions to all the world’s 
problems—and to your problems as well.

As you explore these prophecies, we believe you won’t just 
find them interesting and informative, but will be motivated to 
change the way you live.

So what does your future hold, and what can you do to 
prepare for it?
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God’s Revelation to Us: 
The Bible

“For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

CHAPTER 1

The foundation for understanding Bible prophecy is proving 
that God exists and that the Bible is His inspired Word. 
After all, if you doubt the existence of an eternal Creator 

God or the validity of the Bible, you have little reason to have 
confidence in its prophecies. But once you know God exists, you 
can build on that foundation by understanding that what God 
wanted us to know He revealed in His Word—the Bible. 

It’s not our purpose here to prove either God’s existence or the 
authority of the Bible, but we have two other publications that 
will help you with those topics. Download Does God Exist? and Is 
the Bible True? from our website LifeHopeandTruth.com.

Fulfilled prophecy
“For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none 
like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times things that are not yet done” (Isaiah 46:9-10).

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/does-god-exist
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/is-the-bible-true
https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/is-the-bible-true
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Within God’s Word are hundreds of prophecies. While most 
concern the future, some have already been fulfilled exactly as 
written. These fulfilled prophecies are compelling proof that God 
can—and does—accurately foretell the future. 

Here are just a few examples of fulfilled prophecies:
• God foretold, through Jeremiah, that the Jews would be 

captives in Babylon for 70 years, after which time Babylon 
would be defeated, and the Jews would be released to return 
to their homeland to rebuild the temple. This all came to pass 
exactly as God foretold it would (Jeremiah 25:11-12).

• God not only foretold when Babylon would be conquered, 
but how. He even named the Persian king who would do it!

“Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, and he shall 
perform all My pleasure, saying to Jerusalem, “You shall be 
built,” and to the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid” ’ ” 
(Isaiah 44:28). 
Isaiah lived some 200 years before Cyrus was even born! 
This was long before Babylon became a major world power, 
conquered Judea and took the Jews into captivity. 

Continuing in chapter 45, verses 1-2: “Thus says the Lord 
to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held—to 
subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings, to 
open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not 
be shut: ‘I will go before you and make the crooked places 
straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze and cut the 
bars of iron.’”

Historians tell us that when Cyrus took the city of Babylon, 
he entered its double gates during the night and took the city 
with little resistance, exactly as God had predicted. See our 
online article “The Fall of Babylon” for more on this.

Afterward Ezra 1:1-5 records the decree of the king of Persia, 
encouraging the Jews to return to their homeland and rebuild 
their temple. The name of this king? Cyrus—exactly as God 
had prophesied.

• God foretold through the Old Testament prophets not only 
the coming of the Messiah, but scores of details about His 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/what-is-babylon/fall-of-babylon/
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birth, life, ministry and death. These prophecies (far too 
many to list here), given centuries earlier, came to pass with 
incredible precision.

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
Only God could have directed the Old Testament prophets to 
write these things, and only God could have ensured they came 
to pass. That is why biblical prophecy stands alone as the source 
for understanding what lies ahead.
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Have you ever assembled a jigsaw puzzle? It came in a box with 
a picture of the completed puzzle on the front, which you 

referred to constantly for hints of where each piece would fit. 
The prophecies sprinkled throughout the Bible are like those 

puzzle pieces—and seeing where each piece fits requires an 
overview picture.

Here, then, is a view of the big picture of prophecy: 
• Humanity is cut off from God, but God is going to restore 

the relationship.
When Adam and Eve rejected God and chose to believe Satan 
instead, God evicted them from the Garden of Eden. Not only 
were they driven from God’s presence, they also lost access to the 
tree of life, which symbolized their potential to have eternal life. 

From then on, all their descendants have lived out their 
lives in a world cut off from God, and have died. The 
consequence of sin is death (Genesis 2:17; Romans 6:23; 3:23).

The Big Picture  
of Prophecy

Before trying to understand the details of Bible prophecy, it helps 
to start with an overview—the big picture.

CHAPTER 2
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But God made it clear He has a plan for bringing mankind 
back into the close relationship with Him that was broken in 
the Garden of Eden. 

• Satan is the god and ruler of this world. 
The Bible says Satan is “the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 
4:4). A significant aspect of end-time prophecy is the process 
of events by which God will remove and replace Satan as ruler 
of this world. 

• Christ first came to earth to make salvation possible and 
prepare to replace Satan as ruler of the world. 
Christ came to give His life in order to save all humans from 
eternal death, making possible the opportunity for eternal life 
(Romans 3:23; 6:23; Hebrews 9:22, 27-28). The first human, 
Adam, failed to reject Satan. Jesus—as a human—came as the 
“last Adam” (1 Corinthians 15:45-47), successfully rejected 
Satan (Matthew 4:1-11) and will soon replace him as ruler  
of the earth. 
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• Christ will return to remove Satan as ruler of the world and 
to establish His rule over the earth. 
The transition from this age, dominated by Satan, to Jesus’ 
rule over the earth will be turbulent and difficult. This is the 
focus of most end-time prophecy. At Christ’s return, He will 
banish Satan and his demons to a place where, for 1,000 years, 
they cannot influence humans (Revelation 20:1-3). We call 
this time period the Millennium (meaning 1,000 years). 

Those who survive the end-time troubles and live into the 
Millennium will enjoy God’s government, with Christ as King 
ruling the earth, and will no longer be cut off from God or the 
tree of life. God’s Spirit will become available to every human 
(Revelation 2:7; 22:14; Ezekiel 36:27).

• God’s “firstfruits” will be changed into spirit beings and 
assist Christ in governing the world. 
In agriculture the term firstfruits refers to the initial produce of 
a seasonal crop. In Scripture the term is used to refer to those 
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who, at the return of Jesus Christ, will be the first to be given 
immortality and a place in God’s Kingdom. From the time of 
Adam and Eve humanity has generally been cut off from God, 
but He has selected a few people throughout history to become 
the “firstfruits” of His Kingdom (James 1:18; Revelation 14:4). 

These are ones God has called to come out of this world’s 
ways, who have repented of their sins, surrendered their 
lives in obedience to God and received God’s Spirit as the 
“guarantee of our inheritance”—eternal life (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

When Christ returns, these “firstfruits” (consisting of those 
who were faithful to Christ who have already died and those 
faithful to Christ who are living at the time of His return) 
will be resurrected or changed into immortal spirit beings (1 
Corinthians 15:50-53). Those in this resurrection will assist 
Christ in administering God’s government over the earth 
(Revelation 1:5-6; 5:8-10; 20:4). 

• God will then give everyone a fair opportunity to enter His 
eternal spirit family. 
What about the vast majority of all humans who have ever 
lived and died? Are they doomed to be dead forever? 

No! God’s master plan is to give them the same opportunity 
that all humans in the Millennium will have—to repent and 
surrender to God, then receive His Holy Spirit, and ultimately 
be changed to immortal spirit as others before them have been. 

But how will all those humans receive that opportunity? 
After the Millennium, another resurrection of the dead will 
occur, called the “second resurrection” (Revelation 20:5, 12; 
the first sentence of verse 5 is a parenthetical phrase within a 
discussion of the first resurrection). 

This resurrection will bring to life all other humans who 
have lived and died before Christ’s return. 

The big picture
Once we understand God’s master plan, we realize that prophecy 
is not a separate subject from salvation. Rather, prophecy is 
ultimately all about salvation. 



LifeHopeandTruth.com 15

All end-time prophecies describe God’s plan to remove Satan 
from his earthly reign, establish Christ’s throne over the earth 
and offer salvation (eternal life) to all humans. 

Another term for God’s master plan is “the gospel,” from an 
Old English term meaning “good news.” All end-time prophecies 
ultimately point to the good news of God’s great plan for mankind.

That is the big picture. With these things in mind, let’s begin 
looking at important, specific components of prophecy that help 
us understand the details.
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Let’s look at the major players referred to in end-time 
prophecies: 

Ancient and modern Israel
To understand the future, we must begin with a bit of history. 

God determined to work with one nation first in order to 
carry out His great plan. He started this nation with one man, 
Abraham, and his descendants: Isaac, Jacob (whose name God 
changed to “Israel” in Genesis 35:9-10) and Israel’s 12 sons. These 
12 sons became the forefathers of the 12 tribes of Israel.

Israel’s family moved to Egypt, where they became enslaved 
for several centuries. God eventually rescued Israel from Egypt, 
brought them into a covenant (agreement) with Him, and settled 
them in His Promised Land.

Over the next number of centuries, Israel repeatedly followed 
the religious customs of their pagan neighbors instead of God’s 

Modern Identities of Nations 
and Powers in Prophecy

Many biblical prophecies involve one or more nations, but many names  
and locations have changed over time. Can we know who these  

nations are today? 

CHAPTER 3
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laws. Their covenant-breaking became so flagrant that God 
finally evicted them from the Promised Land. 

In 721 B.C. the powerful Assyrians conquered the northern 10 
tribes of Israel and removed the survivors into slavery hundreds 
of miles away. 

The southern kingdom of Judah, along with the tribe of Levi 
and part of the tribe of Benjamin, remained for a time until 
the Babylonians took them into captivity in several waves of 
deportation culminating in 586 B.C. Some Jews later returned to 
Judea, while others gradually dispersed around the world. 

The Jews didn’t lose their identity, but not until the 20th 
century did they exist again as a sovereign nation. In 1948 the 
Jews gained recognition as a nation, which they named Israel. 
Many people today therefore mistakenly think the “Israel” 
identified in Bible prophecy is the literal nation of Israel today. 
The Israel of the Bible consisted of 12 tribes, of which Judah was 
only one.

So, what became of the other tribes of Israel? Their identity is 
critical to understanding Bible prophecy.

The lost 10 tribes
Within about 100 years after conquering the northern 10 tribes, 
the Assyrian Empire weakened and fell. Their Israelite captives, 
however, didn’t return to their homeland as many of their Jewish 
brothers did decades later.

God had determined that the tribes of Israel would survive, but 
due to their terrible example of disobedience to God, including 
profaning His Sabbaths, their identity would be lost to the 
world’s eyes. 

As time passed, they wandered and migrated, lost to the world 
but not to God. 

Notice how God described the loss of Israel’s identity, but also 
promised He would not lose sight of their existence: “For surely I 
will command, and will sift the house of Israel among all nations, 
as grain is sifted in a sieve; yet not the smallest grain shall fall to 
the ground” (Amos 9:9). 



LifeHopeandTruth.com 19

Over the next few centuries, these people migrated 
in a northwesterly direction into Europe and became 
many of the peoples who live there today. Their 
languages changed and their true identities faded  
from memory. 

To this day most consider them the “lost 10 tribes.” 
But were they lost to God? In Genesis 49:1 God inspired 
Jacob to reveal that the so-called lost tribes of Israel 
would still exist in the “last days,” and He gave clues 
about the nature and location of each tribe. 

The descendants of Joseph, through his sons Ephraim and 
Manasseh, were to become wealthy and powerful nations (verses 
22-26; also see Deuteronomy 33:13-17). 

The other tribes of Israel have also been granted a good 
measure of prosperity in the “last days.” There are indications 
that these tribes are now found among the European nations 
of France, Ireland, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
Luxembourg, Sweden, Switzerland, Norway and Iceland.

Why were Joseph’s sons given the greater blessing? God 
promised that the special birthright inheritance would be given 
to them. The story of how the birthright blessings unfolded on 
Joseph’s descendants is both amazing and fascinating. 

It is too long to recount here, but the full story, with biblical 
and historical proof, is spelled out in our booklet The United 

The descendants 
of the “lost” 
10 tribes 
migrated in a 
northwesterly 
direction after 
their captivity in 
Assyria.

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
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States, Britain and the Commonwealth in Prophecy. We 
strongly encourage you to download it free of charge from 
our website. Understanding this is critically important to 
understanding prophecy!

To make this long story short, prophecy and history seem 
to show the descendants of Ephraim became Britain and its 
Commonwealth, and the descendants of Manasseh became  
the United States of America. 

Therefore, when you see “Israel” mentioned in end-
time prophecies, it often refers to the U.S., Britain and its 
Commonwealth countries, and other modern-day nations 
descended from Israel’s 12 tribes. 

Also, since God changed Jacob’s name to “Israel,” prophetic 
references to “Jacob” or “Israel” are one and the same, and refer to 
the same modern nations today.

Ancient and modern Assyria
Assyria was one of the fiercest war machines in history, infamous 
for its cruel treatment of conquered victims. Many assume that 
after Assyria’s power declined and its capital, Nineveh, fell in 612 
B.C. the Assyrians just disappeared. 

But God specifically names Assyria in end-time prophecies. 
Zechariah 10:10-11, previewing the rescue and return of the 
scattered Israelites from foreign countries, says: “I will also bring 
them back from the land of Egypt, and gather them from Assyria. 
… Then the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the 
scepter of Egypt shall depart” (emphasis added throughout). 

What is amazing about Zechariah’s prophecy is that it came 
nearly two centuries after Israel’s captivity in Assyria, and 
almost a century after the fall of Assyria! So God obviously has 
preserved the identity of these ancient nations. 

The principle of prophetic duality
Assyria offers an example of a principle of prophecy called 
duality—that is, a prophecy fulfilled once will sometimes have 
another future fulfillment.

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-united-states-britain-the-commonwealth-in-prophecy
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For example, God named Assyria, through the prophet Isaiah, 
as the nation He would appoint to punish the “ungodly nation” 
of Israel (Isaiah 10:5-6), which indeed occurred. But Isaiah also 
refers to a defeat of Assyria coming in the Day of the Lord, just 
prior to Christ’s return, when it falls by a supernatural power, 
“not of man”:

“For through the voice of the Lord Assyria will be beaten 
down, as He strikes with the rod” (Isaiah 30:31).

“For in that day every man shall throw away his idols of silver and 

Symbols in Prophecy
Similar to the way we use metaphors, God often uses images 
or symbols in prophecy to portray something about the nature 
of the person, nation, entity or event. 

Christ is portrayed as a “Lamb” (Revelation 5:6), while Satan 
is depicted as a “dragon” (12:9). Angels are represented as 
“stars” (12:4), God’s Church as a chaste “woman” (12:13), the 
false church as an immoral, sinful woman (17:1-6). 

We see colors and clothing used to convey meaning. White 
garments portray righteousness, scarlet represents sin, and 
purple conveys wealth, royalty or power. 

In Bible prophecies a “beast” is often a symbol for a gentile 
kingdom or government. The term can refer to either the 
kingdom or its human leader (Daniel 7:17, 23). “Horns” 
likewise symbolize kingdoms or their leaders, the horn 
conveying power and something to be wary of. 

Another symbol for a government is a mountain. Waters 
and seas portray human populaces or great numbers of 
people spanning the earth (Revelation 17:1). Likewise, 
comparing a nation to an animal with wings, for example, 
portrays being swift in conquest.

There are exceptions, of course, but the context usually 
makes these meanings clear. The Bible itself often interprets 
its own symbols.
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his idols of gold. … ‘Then Assyria shall fall by a sword not of man, 
and a sword not of mankind shall devour him’” (Isaiah 31:7-8).

The ancient nation of Assyria no longer exists. The primary 
lands formerly inhabited and controlled by Assyria are now 
divided among the modern nations of Iran, Iraq, Syria and 
Lebanon. So who is this end-time Assyria to which God refers? 

Its modern identity is admittedly more difficult to trace, but 
in the light of other prophecies (both fulfilled and yet to be 
fulfilled) we see circumstantial evidence that “connects the dots.” 

Nearly 2,000 years ago the “Germani” (as the Romans called 
them, meaning “men of war”) poured into Europe. Where did 
they come from? Some historians trace their origins to areas near 
the Caucasus Mountains and Black and Caspian Seas (Smith’s 
Classical Dictionary, p. 361), which would be in the vicinity of 
ancient Assyria. 

As we will see later in this booklet, a future revival of the 
Roman Empire is prophesied to arise and become the new 
superpower of the world. 

The Bible describes it as the successor to the two ancient 
civilizations that historically conquered the descendants of 
Jacob—Assyria and Babylon. This European powerhouse will be 
instrumental in bringing down the modern nations of Israel. 

And one of the primary nations that has repeatedly been 
pivotal in European history is Germany. In the last century alone 
Germany was at the center of two world wars, both of which 
involved attempts to destroy the modern descendants of Israel. 
And afterward, with unprecedented aid from the U.S., it reemerged 
as the most powerful nation in Europe and a major force driving 
the effort to unite Europe into an economic and political power. 

Time will tell for sure, but the Bible is clear that a modern-day 
Assyria exists, and we believe evidence points to it being the 
Germanic peoples of modern Europe.

Four empires of Daniel
While the southern tribes of Israel (collectively called “Judah”) 
were enslaved in Babylon, God revealed to Daniel that a 
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sequence of four major non-Israelite empires would set the stage 
for the major forces that will ultimately bring this age to its close.

These empires that rose and fell after Daniel’s day are another 
example of prophecies fulfilled, precisely as God foretold.

In Daniel 2 we read God’s first revelation of these four empires. 
King Nebuchadnezzar had been pondering what would happen 
in the future (verse 29). God gave him a perplexing dream of 
a great statue, and then God gave Daniel the understanding to 
explain to the king the dream’s meaning. 

The statue represented different nations, all ruling in the 
spirit of Babylon, using brutality and violence to dominate the 
peoples they conquered. Starting at the top and moving down 
the statue to represent moving forward in time, the head of 
gold was Nebuchadnezzar, representing the Babylonian Empire 
(verses 37-38). 
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The chest and arms of silver correspond to the empire that 
overthrew Babylon—Persia (verse 39).

The belly and thighs of bronze characterize the Greco-
Macedonian Empire that conquered Persia (verse 39).

Next is the Roman Empire, which conquered the Greco-
Macedonians. Its two legs of iron pictured how it eventually 
divided into two parts—the eastern empire centered in 
Constantinople and the western empire in Rome. 

The feet represent events that have not yet come to pass. They 
indicate a revived Roman Empire that will arise in the end times, 
a confederation of political and religious entities that are not 
entirely unified (a mixture of iron and clay). The toes represent 
10 nations or groups of nations that will compose this empire at 
the time of Christ’s return (verses 34-35, 41-45).

Later God again revealed to Daniel these same four empires 
(Daniel 7:1-8), only this time picturing them as animals, or 
“beasts,” symbolizing the nature of each empire.

Occurring in the same order as Daniel 2, the first empire was 
Babylon, whose first king was Nebuchadnezzar (verse 4). 

Second, Persia (which today is mainly the country of Iran) 
conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. (verse 5).

Third, the Greco-Macedonian Empire (verse 6) under 
Alexander the Great conquered Persia in 333 B.C. After 
Alexander died, his empire was divided into four parts, 
portrayed by the leopard’s four heads. Daniel foretold this—and 
many other specific details—in Daniel 11. 

Fourth, as prophesied, the Greco-Macedonian Empire was 
overtaken by a dreadful, fourth kingdom (verses 7, 19-20), the 
Roman Empire, which rose to power in the first century B.C. 

God also showed that this powerful kingdom would be on 
the scene at the time of the end. But how could that be, since 
the Roman Empire fell in A.D. 476? It would be, God said, 
revived (or resurrected back to life) not just once, but 10 times, 
represented by the 10 horns in Daniel 7:7.  

The first three horns existed with some overlap in history, 
while the last seven are more consecutive in their rise and fall.  As 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/daniel-11/


of this writing, nine of the Roman Empire revivals have occurred, 
with the final one yet to come. When it does, it will be a major 
player in the final events of this world, opposing and fighting 
Jesus Christ when He returns (Revelation 17:12-14). 

Christ will destroy it, however, and set up God’s Kingdom upon 
the earth, an event portrayed in Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45 by the 
stone supernaturally cut from a mountain. 

What were the nine revivals of the Roman Empire that have 
already occurred? While some aspects of ancient prophetic 
fulfillments can be uncertain, a study of history provides our 
best understanding from available information. (See the chart 
“Fourth Beast: Roman Empire and Its 10 Revivals.”)

Coming again soon: the Roman Empire
When Jesus was born around 2,000 years ago, Babylon, Persia 
and Greece had already risen and fallen. He lived within the 
Roman Empire—the fourth beast of Daniel 7. Six decades after 

LifeHopeandTruth.com 25
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FOURTH BEAST: ROMAN EMPIRE AND ITS 10 REVIVALS

Horn

These first three revivals 
were subdued in the 
presence of the papacy 
(the “little,” separate horn in 
Daniel 7:8, 24).

The last seven revivals 
have an association or 
cooperative relationship 
with the papacy or the 
official state religion, an 
arrangement that helped 
to unify the empire. These 
seven revivals are depicted 
by a beast with seven heads 
in Revelation 17:1-6.

1st horn/
revival

4th horn/
revival

7th horn/
revival

2nd horn/
revival

5th horn/
revival

8th horn/
revival

3rd horn/
revival

6th horn/
revival

9th horn/
revival

10th horn/
revival

The Vandals  
(about A.D. 429-533).

Began in 554 with the “Imperial 
Restoration” of the Roman Empire by 

Emperor Justinian, who again declared 
Christianity to be the official state religion.

Charles V was crowned king of 
Germany in 1520, then crowned by the 
pope as Holy Roman emperor in 1530.

The Heruli  
(about 476-493).

Began in 774. The Frankish king 
Charlemagne was crowned by the pope 
in 800 as emperor of the Roman Empire.

In 1804, at Notre Dame in Paris, 
Napoleon Bonaparte placed a laurel 

crown of the Roman emperors on 
his head, then took the Crown of 
Charlemagne from the pope and 

crowned himself emperor.

The Ostrogoths  
(about 493-554).

German King Otto the Great was 
crowned by the pope in 962 as 

emperor of the Holy Roman Empire.

Began with Italy’s reunification under 
Garibaldi in 1870, culminated in the 

1936 Rome-Berlin Axis between Hitler 
and Mussolini, and ended with the 
defeat of the Axis powers in 1945.

Yet to come, the revival of the Holy 
Roman Empire as a confederation of 10 

rulers or kingdoms.

Fulfillment

“The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom 
on earth, which shall be different from all 
other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, trample it and break it in pieces. The 
ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from 
this kingdom” (Daniel 7:23-24).

The 10 horns are 10 revivals or 
resurrections that would arise from this 
empire after its initial death.

The Roman Empire started about 31 
B.C. It fell in A.D. 476.
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His death, Jesus Christ gave the apostle John visions to record 
(Revelation 1:1) that revealed more detail about that powerful 
empire.

In Revelation He presents graphic imagery of these different 
“beasts” to convey details about this future end-time world 
power. Each depiction magnifies different aspects of the Roman 
Empire’s final revival.

First beast of Revelation: the Roman Empire
Revelation 13:1-10 shows a beast with seven heads and 10 horns. 
It is not coincidental that the animal heads in verse 2 sound 
familiar—they are the same ones depicted centuries earlier in 
Daniel 7.

The seven heads portray the Roman Empire having absorbed 
all the previous empires (Babylon and Persia with one head each, 
Greece with four, and the Roman Empire with one), as well as 
the most dominant feature of each. Verse 2 shows Satan having 
empowered the Roman Empire to carry out its great ambitions.
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The Roman Empire lasted until A.D. 476, then collapsed. But 
then it came back to life (verse 3), the 10 horns here portraying 
10 resurrections of the Roman Empire to follow. Each revival was 
a great military and political power (verse 4). 

Satan used the muscle of the Roman Empire to persecute and 
kill many of God’s true saints (verses 5-7). But God assures His 
saints that it will not get away with its aggressions indefinitely. 
The day is coming when God will avenge His saints, and the 
tables will be turned on the beast (verses 8-10).

Second beast of Revelation: a religious world empire
With its fourth revival (A.D. 554), the Roman Empire joined 
hands with the universal church of Rome, thus making it the 
Holy Roman Empire. With that in mind, the meaning of this next 
“beast” becomes clear. 

“Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had 
two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon” (Revelation 13:11). 

Remember, a “beast” symbolizes a gentile kingdom or 
government, or its human leader, so here is a government or 
kingdom giving the appearance it is Christ’s (the Lamb’s). 

After His resurrection, the apostles asked Christ if He would 
establish His Kingdom on earth at that time (Acts 1:6). He did not—
then or ever—say His Church was His Kingdom on earth. However, 
another church—which also became a government or kingdom of its 
own—did claim to be the Kingdom of God on earth. It also claimed 
to be directly led by Christ in the person of that church’s leader. 

“And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his 
presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to 
worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed” 
(Revelation 13:12). 

The “first beast” is the Roman Empire (verses 1-10). The 
second beast is another government claiming to be Christ’s, but 
exercising the power of the Roman Empire. During certain times 
in its history, this church wielded extreme power within the 
Holy Roman Empire, and at other times it was very weak. The 
relationship between church and state was historically tenuous.



LifeHopeandTruth.com 29

Even today, this church is the only religious organization in 
the world whose headquarters is its own sovereign city-state. The 
pope rules Vatican City as its supreme leader, with full legislative, 
executive and judicial power.

This beast will deceive people through astounding miracles 
(verses 13-14). Verse 14 also shows it making an image—a model, 
copy or counterpart—of the Roman Empire (the first beast, which 
died but revived). In fact, this church copied the governmental 
structure of the Roman Empire in forming its own government. 

The official website of the Vatican openly describes this fact  
in detail: 

“The relationship between Ancient Rome and the Holy See 
is deeper than simply the use of Latin. The City of Rome, the 
‘center of the world,’ became the center of Western Christianity. 
The Roman Empire became the Model for its structure. The 
Pope, who resides in Rome, is also called the Supreme Pontiff 
(Pontifex Maximus). This title, which can be found on official 
Vatican Documents and on Church and Vatican buildings 
around Rome (often shortened to ‘Pont. Max.’) was actually 
an official title used by the head of the college of priests in 
Ancient Rome. Even the famous, and of course not-Christian, 
Julius Caesar held the title of Pontifex Maximus in Rome. You 
can also notice the similarity of the College of Priests of the 
Roman Empire and the Vatican’s College of Cardinals who 
elect the Pope.

“The organizational structure of the Church and its base in 
Città del Vaticano (Vatican City), is also built upon Ancient 
Roman models. In the Roman Catholic tradition, territorial 
references are divided into Parishes, Dioceses and Provinces. 
These divisions and subdivisions of large areas, districts and 
neighborhoods which are still in use today by the Church, are 
territorial references used in Ancient Rome for secular purposes” 
(Vatican.com, “The Roman Empire and the Vatican”).

The church effectively became an ecclesiastical world empire. 
And it compelled all people under its dominion to cooperate 
and pay it homage or suffer the dire consequences (verse 15).

https://vatican.com/The-Roman-Empire-and-the-Vatican/
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The Mark of the Beast
One of the most intriguing statements about the power of this 
empire is what is popularly known as the mark of the beast, 
described in Revelation 13:16-17: “He causes all [when the 
10th resurrection of the Holy Roman Empire rises], both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on 
their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may 
buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the 
beast, or the number of his name.” 

Verse 18 expands more on this number: “Here is wisdom. 
Let him who has understanding calculate the number of 
the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.” 
Revelation 14:11 adds the phrase “the mark of his name.” 
So what is the mark of the beast? What is his name and 
the number of his name? And what does a person’s right 
hand or forehead have to do with it? Given its significance, 
people understandably have been speculating for centuries 
what this mark may be, and identifying “666” has spawned 
innumerable theories and calculations. 

For example, the word translated as “calculate” means 
to count, compute or add up. We are familiar with Roman 
numerals, where some letters are also used for numbers (I, V, 
X, etc.). The same is true in Greek, the language of the New 
Testament. In Greek Lateinos means “Latin man,” after Latium, 
the region in which Rome was founded. The numerical value 
of the Greek letters in Lateinos adds up exactly to 666, thus 
pointing to Rome (a government), and its king (a man).

Others have calculated ancient names such as Neron [Nero] 
Caesar, Romanus and Roman to numerically total 666. Still 
others have used counting systems to link modern names to 
666 in order to identify specific personages to these prophecies.

Many people misread Revelation 13:16-17, however. Notice it 
refers to receiving either a mark, or name, or number of his name.
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It does not say the mark is the number of his name. While we 
know 666 will be associated with the end-time beast power, no 
one at this time can dogmatically state how that will come about.

Equally important, though, is understanding that accepting 
the beast’s mark (or sign) in the “right hand” or “forehead” 
symbolizes our deeds (done with the hand) or beliefs 
(accepted in our head). Both the Roman Empire and the 
Roman church imposed their powers over people in these 
areas long ago in ways contrary to God’s Commandments. 

For instance, in A.D. 321 Roman Emperor Constantine 
declared Sunday as the day of rest throughout the empire. 
In about 365, the church’s Council of Laodicea went further, 
prohibiting anyone from observing the seventh-day Sabbath 
on pain of death. The church spoke, and the empire enforced 
it (often with torture).

This changing of God’s law was another fulfillment of the 
prophecy of Daniel 7 about the fourth beast and the single 
horn that was different from the other 10: 

“Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, … 
and the other horn which came up … namely, that horn which 
had eyes and a mouth which spoke pompous words. … I was 
watching; and the same horn was making war against the 
saints, and prevailing against them. … 

“He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, 
shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to 
change times and law” (Daniel 7:19-21, 25). 

These prophecies will play out in similar ways in the end 
time, since elsewhere in Revelation we see Satan will use a 
counterfeit religious leader and powerful political system to 
turn people against God. Exactly how and by what means these 
powers will emerge to control world commerce remains to 
be seen, but it’s clear great pressure will be put on people to 
accept—even seek—this mark of acceptance within the empire. 
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Many will fail to discern that subjecting themselves to this 
end-time version of the Holy Roman Empire—in order to 
purchase goods or services, hold a job or conduct any other 
business—will come at a great cost: disloyalty to God! 

Accepting the mark of this empire is clearly associated with 
disobeying God, and those who accept its mark and honor 
its church counterpart will incur His judgment: “If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on 
his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God” (Revelation 14:9-10). 

Two chapters later, Revelation 16 describes God’s wrath 
coming upon the earth, and the first sign is “a foul and 
loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of 
the beast and those who worshiped his image” (verses 1-2). 
Whatever the mark is, it will distinguish people as supporting 
the Roman Empire, and it will be the church connected to that 
empire that will convince people to accept it, or else. 

By contrast, those who remain loyal to God will be rewarded 
at Christ’s return. 

“Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not 
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4).

What identifies the people of God, who are subjected to 
these greatest of tests? “Here is the patience of the saints; 
here are those who keep the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12). 

Revelation 17: the false church astride the empire
Christ depicts this church-state arrangement with yet another 
graphic image in Revelation 17, portraying the powerful false 
church (pictured as a woman, a “great harlot”) controlling the 
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politics and affairs of the empire and spanning many nations 
(verses 1-2, 15).

This beast, ridden (controlled) by the woman, has seven heads 
(verse 3), symbolic of the last seven resurrections of the Roman 
Empire. It has 10 horns, which come into play during the final 
(10th) resurrection of the Holy Roman Empire. And it is a very 
wealthy church (verse 4).

Starting in verse 5, Babylon surprisingly comes back into the 
picture in connection with this church. “And on her forehead 
a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH.”

What is Babylon’s connection to the Holy Roman Empire? Why 
does Christ’s revelation of the end-time religious system refer to 
Babylon? Because the cultural and religious roots of the Roman 
church came from there! 

Babylon serves as a classic example of a civilization that opposes 
God. The first major event recorded after the Flood occurred in 
Babel, where humans began building a great tower in defiance of 
God. God intervened by confusing their languages and separating 
them (Genesis 11:1-9), but their disobedience persisted. 

The gods of the Babylonians migrated throughout various 
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Who Is the “False Prophet”?
Prophecy identifies two humans emerging as powerful key 
figures—the “beast,” who will be the human head of the 
revived Roman Empire (also called the “beast”), and the “false 
prophet,” which is a religious title. Several prophecies talk 
about this religious leader of the Holy Roman Empire during 
its final revival. 

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out 
of the mouth of the false prophet” (Revelation 16:13).

This same individual is also called “the man of sin,” “the son 
of perdition” and “the lawless one” in 2 Thessalonians 2:

“Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will 
not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of 
sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts 
himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so 
that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that 
he is God” (verses 3-4). 

“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 
will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with 
the brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one 
is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and 
lying wonders” (verses 8-9).

When Christ returns, He will bring the lives of these two 
agents of Satan to a fiery end:

“And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against Him who 
sat on the horse and against His army. Then the beast was 
captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs 
in his presence, by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone” (Revelation 19:19-20).
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civilizations and into the Roman pantheon. The Babylonian 
religious “mysteries,” their gods and forms of worship, were part 
of life in the empire. And it is remarkably easy to trace how these 
customs, traditions and teachings have been integrated into very 
familiar Christian traditions and teachings of today.  

“The Mother of Harlots” (Revelation 17:5) means daughter 
churches came from her. Nearly all major denominations of 
Christendom, ranging from the Orthodox churches found in 
Eastern Europe to the many Protestant denominations that arose 
from the Protestant Reformation, trace their roots to Rome. 
To this day, most Christian churches hold the fundamental 
teachings and traditions of the original mother church. 

The Roman Catholic Church even refers to itself as the mother 
to the various Protestant denominations. 

John A. O’Brien, a Catholic priest and research professor of 
theology at the University of Notre Dame, put it this way in 
his popular book The Faith of Millions: The Credentials of the 
Catholic Religion (1974):

“But since Saturday, not Sunday, is specified in the Bible, isn’t 
it curious that non-Catholics, who claim to take their religion 
directly from the Bible and not from the Church, observe Sunday 
instead of Saturday? Yes, of course, it is inconsistent; but this 
change was made … centuries before Protestantism was born. 
… They have continued the custom even though it rests upon 
the authority of the Catholic Church and not upon any explicit 
text in the Bible. That observance remains as a reminder of the 
Mother Church from which the non-Catholic sects broke away—
like a boy running away from home but still carrying in his 
pocket a picture of his mother or a lock of her hair” (pp. 400-401).

This church severely persecuted God’s true Church for many 
centuries, an action described in verse 6 as being “drunk with the 
blood of the saints.” And not only true believers, but many others 
in the empire were horribly tortured and killed for refusing to 
submit to its religious requirements.

Revelation 17:18 also identifies a city with this woman 
(church): “And the woman whom you saw is that great city which 
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reigns over the kings of the earth.” This clearly refers to the city 
this religious system carries in its name today—Rome.

During the Roman Empire’s final revival, this church will again 
exert tremendous spiritual, economic and political influence 
over the world. Revelation 18, however, describes how this 
ancient Babylonian system will suddenly dramatically collapse. 

The final 10 horns
Let’s look at the 10 horns on this beast. “The ten horns which you 
saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they 
receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. These are 
of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the 
beast” (Revelation 17:12-13).

These 10 kings (or leaders of kingdoms or states, depicted by 
the 10 toes in Daniel 2:42-44) will combine their strength to form 
the final resurrection of the Roman Empire. However, among 
the 10 will arise a leader, also referred to as “the beast” in other 
prophecies. 

To solidify their power, this union of 10 nations or groups of 
nations in Europe will ally with the church much as the political 
leaders of the Holy Roman Empire historically did. 

However, this union and its relationship with the church will 
not last forever. “One hour” coincides with the final 3½ years of 
this age (see chapter 4 of this booklet). The beast will still be in 
power when Christ returns and will even fight Him (Revelation 
17:14)! 

But before that point, the 10-nation union will become 
dissatisfied with its relationship with the church and turn 
violently against her (verse 16).

The king of the North and the king of the South
In addition to these symbolic beasts, end-time prophecy also 
includes a description of a conflict between a king of the North 
and a king of the South.

Daniel 11 holds this amazing prophecy, giving details about 
great empires, politics and end-time powers that will impact the 
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world leading up to Christ’s return. One of the most significant 
events it describes is an attack by the “king of the South” against 
the “king of the North,” and the counter attack that spills over 
into “the Glorious Land” (Jerusalem and environs).

Who are these kings? Who do they represent? A careful study 
indicates that the “king of the North” will likely be a revival of 
the Roman Empire (the fourth empire of Daniel 2 and 7 and 
the beast of Revelation 17). It also appears that Egypt will again 
either be the “king of the South” or be aligned with other nations 
in a powerful coalition. 

Why will the “king of the South” attack the “king of the North” 
to initiate this conflict at the end of the age? Perhaps it will 
be over economic disagreements. Perhaps it will be over the 
treatment of Muslims in Europe. Perhaps it will be a religious 
dispute because of the “king of the North” coming into the 
Middle East.

Regardless of the reason or reasons, this conflict sets the scenario 
for the fulfillment of other prophecies showing Jerusalem will be 
the focal point of conflict just before Christ’s return.  

For further study, see our articles “King of the South,” “King 
of the North,” “Egypt in the Bible” and “Daniel 11: The Most 
Detailed Prophecy in the Bible.”

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/the-king-of-the-south/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/the-king-of-the-north/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/the-king-of-the-north/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/middle-east/egypt-in-the-bible/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/daniel-11/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/understanding-the-book-of-daniel/daniel-11/
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By this point you have an idea of God’s plan and the identities 
of the major nations involved in end-time prophecies. But 

how do you make sense of numerous prophecies scattered 
through the Bible? God has given us an extremely helpful tool—
the framework outlined by the seven “seals.”

Revelation 5:1 describes God the Father holding a scroll, bound 
shut with seven seals, in which are written the end-time events. 
Only Christ is worthy to open these seals and reveal the events 
contained within the scroll (verse 5).

Christ opens the first six seals in chapter 6, but the seventh 
seal contains so many details that the remainder of the book 
of Revelation is needed to reveal them. The seventh seal is also 
called the Day of the Lord, which is the predominant theme of 
the entire book of Revelation. 

The Seven-Seals Framework
Understanding the framework God used in the book of Revelation can 

help us fit together prophecies throughout the Bible.

CHAPTER 4
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Revelation shows these seals being opened sequentially by 
Jesus Christ. What do these seals represent? It was also Christ 
who revealed the meaning of them in the prophecy He gave on 
the Mount of Olives as He answered His disciples’ questions, 
“Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of 
Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). 

This chart comparing what He gave in the Olivet Prophecy 
to what He gave in Revelation helps us see the parallels and 
understand the meaning.

“The Lord’s Day” in Revelation 1:10
In Revelation 1 John explained how these visions of the 
future came to him from Christ: “I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice” (1:10). 

“The Lord’s Day” is simply a rephrasing of “the day 
of the Lord.” It is not—as many assume—referring to 
Sunday. Rather, it describes the time period that begins 
with the wrath of God being poured out for one year 
before Christ takes control of this world and, in a broader 
sense, continues throughout His reign of 1,000 years and 
beyond (2 Peter 3:10-13). 

As E.W. Bullinger’s The Companion Bible explains, the 
word “on” is correctly translated as “in,” and “the Lord’s 
Day” is “the day of the Lord.” It cites Isaiah 2:12 and  
1 Thessalonians 5:2 as evidence it has nothing to do  
with Sunday.

By being “in the spirit,” John meant the visions by which 
Christ put him into time periods and events of the future. 
He said the same thing in Revelation 4:2, “Immediately I 
was in the Spirit; and behold.” (Note similar expressions in 
Revelation 17:3 and 21:10.)
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Matthew 24 
(Olivet Prophecy)

Verse 5: “For many 
will come in My name, 
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ 
and will deceive many.”

Verse 6: “And you 
will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars … but 
the end is not yet. 
Verse 7a: “For nation 
will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against 
kingdom.”

Verse 7c: “… 
pestilences …”

Verse 7b: “And there 
will be famines …”

Verse 2: “And I looked, and 
behold, a white horse. He who 
sat on it had a bow; and a 
crown was given to him, and 
he went out conquering and to 
conquer.”

Verses 3-4: “When He opened 
the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, 
‘Come and see.’ Another horse, 
fiery red, went out. And it was 
granted to the one who sat on 
it to take peace from the earth, 
and that people should kill one 
another; and there was given 
to him a great sword.”

Verses 7-8: “When He opened 
the fourth seal, I heard the voice 
of the fourth living creature 
saying, ‘Come and see.’ So I 
looked, and behold, a pale 
horse. And the name of him 
who sat on it was Death, and 
Hades followed with him. And 
power was given to them over 
a fourth of the earth, to kill with 
sword, with hunger, with death, 
and by the beasts of the earth.”

Verses 5-6: “When He opened 
the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature say, ‘Come and 
see.’ So I looked, and behold, 
a black horse, and he who sat 
on it had a pair of scales in 
his hand. And I heard a voice 
in the midst of the four living 
creatures saying, ‘A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius; 
and do not harm the oil and 
the wine.’”

First seal—the white 
horse represents 
false Christianity. (In 
Revelation 19:11-15 
we see Christ on a 
white horse, but with 
a sword, not a bow.)

Second seal—the red 
horse represents war.

Fourth seal—the 
pale horse (literally 
chloros, a pale green 
color) represents 
pestilence, disease 
pandemics.

Third seal—the black 
horse represents 
famine.

Revelation 6 Meaning

Verse 21: “For then 
there will be great 
tribulation, such as 

Verses 9-11: “When He opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of those who had 

Fifth seal—the Great 
Tribulation: 3½ 
years of the worst 
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Verse 29: “Immediately 
after the tribulation of 
those days the sun will 
be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall 
from heaven.”

Verse 30: “And they 
will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power 
and great glory.”

Verses 12-14: “He opened 
the sixth seal, … and the sun 
became black, … and the 
moon became like blood. … 
The stars of heaven fell to the 
earth. … The sky receded as a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and 
every mountain and island was 
moved out of its place.”

Verses 15-17: “And the kings 
of the earth, the great men, the 
rich men, the commanders, the 
mighty men, every slave and 
every free man, hid themselves 
in the caves and in the rocks of 
the mountains, and said to the 
mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us 
and hide us from the face of Him 
who sits on the throne and from 
the wrath of the Lamb! For the 
great day of His wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?’”

Sixth seal—the 
heavenly signs: These 
are cosmic cataclysms 
that signal to the world 
the Day of the Lord 
(seventh seal) is about 
to begin. God is about 
to start the process of 
taking over the world. 
Joel 2:31 (written over 
eight centuries earlier) 
foretells, “The sun 
shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before the 
coming of the great 
and awesome day of 
the Lord.”

Seventh seal—the 
Day of the Lord: This 
seal consists of seven 
trumpets. The seventh 
trumpet includes 
Christ’s return and 
seven last plagues, 
God’s wrath unleashed 
to defeat God’s 
enemies.

Matthew 24 
(Olivet Prophecy) Revelation 6 Meaning

has not been since 
the beginning of the 
world.”

been slain for the word of God 
and for the testimony which 
they held. And they cried with 
a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You 
judge and avenge our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?’ 
Then a white robe was given to 
each of them; and it was said 
to them that they should rest a 
little while longer, until both the 
number of their fellow servants 
and their brethren, who would 
be killed as they were, was 
completed.”

period in all history 
for all humanity, 
including the saints, 
many of whom will 
be martyred. Other 
scriptures refer to this 
same time period as 
“forty-two months” 
(Revelation 11:2), “one 
thousand two hundred 
and sixty days” (verse 
3) and “a time, times, 
and half a time” (that 
is, 3½ “times” or years, 
Daniel 12:7).
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The Great Tribulation
Many other prophecies are connected to the coming 3½ 
years of Great Tribulation, the singular worst time period 
humanity will ever experience.

Jeremiah 30:7 “Alas! For that day is great, so that none is   
 like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble.”

Other prophecies reveal the modern nations of Israel   
 will be decimated by famine, epidemics, military invasion  
 and captivity.
Matthew 24:21-22   “For then there will be great    
 tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of   
 the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless   
 those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but   
 for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.”

Daniel 12:1 “And there shall be a time of trouble, such as   
 never was since there was a nation, even to that time.”

Daniel 12:7 “Then I heard the man clothed in linen … that   
 it shall be for a time, times, and half a time.” After Daniel 
 was shown a much brighter world with the newly 
 resurrected saints shining like the stars (verse 3), he   
 asked, “How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders   
 be?” (verse 6). In other words, from the time the great   
 trouble begins, how long until Christ’s return? The answer  
 is 3½ “times,” that is, 3½ years.

Revelation 6:9-11 During the fifth seal, many saints will 
 be martyred, refusing to worship the “beast” (revived   
 Holy Roman Empire). Figuratively, saints who were killed   
 earlier are told to “rest a little while longer, until both   
 the number of their fellow servants and their brethren,   
 who would be killed as they were, was completed.”

Revelation 3:10 While many saints will be martyred,  
 other faithful saints will be protected from Satan during
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 the Great Tribulation: “Because you have kept My   
 command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour  
 of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test   
 those who dwell on the earth.”

Revelation 12:13-14 “Now when the dragon saw that he   
 had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman 
 who gave birth to the male Child. But the woman was 
 given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into  
 the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for   
 a time and times and half a time, from the presence of  
 the serpent.”

Luke 21:20, 23-24 “But when you see Jerusalem    
 surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is   
 near. … For there will be great distress in the land and   
 wrath upon this people. And they will fall by the edge  
 of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. 
 And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the   
 times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

Revelation 11:2 “But leave out the court which is outside   
 the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given  
 to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city    
 [Jerusalem] underfoot for forty-two months.”

Revelation 11:3 “And I will give power to my two 
 witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two   
 hundred and sixty days.”

Revelation 13:5 “And he [the “beast” of the resurrected   
 Roman Empire] was given authority to continue for  
 forty-two months.”
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What Is the “Abomination of Desolation”?
In His Olivet Prophecy, Christ pointed to a specific event 
occurring just before the Great Tribulation. 

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” 
(Matthew 24:15). 

When this event happens in Jerusalem, people should 
flee that area quickly! Not only because “then there will be 
great tribulation” (verse 21), but Luke added, “when you 
see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation is near” (Luke 21:20).

What is this abomination of desolation? Christ referenced 
Daniel, who wrote, “And forces shall be mustered by him, and 
they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take 
away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of 
desolation” (Daniel 11:31).

This is a great example of the principle of multiple 
fulfillments of some prophecies. The initial fulfillment of 
Daniel’s prophecy of this terrible event occurred at the 
temple in Jerusalem in 167 B.C. The Greek empire had split 
into four divisions. One of its kings, Antiochus Epiphanes, 
brought armies to Jerusalem, where he prohibited all forms of 
worship and obedience to God, including Sabbath-keeping, 
circumcision, the laws of clean and unclean meats, and all 
temple sacrifices. Anyone who obeyed God was swiftly and 
brutally killed.

Antiochus desecrated the temple with abominations, 
including sacrificing pigs on the altar and erecting a statue 
of a pagan god. His soldiers committed further abominations 
with women in the temple courts. 

Then a second fulfillment of the abomination of desolation 
followed when the Romans destroyed the temple in A.D. 70. 
The Romans also set up idols there.
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Daniel 12, however, moves to an end-time context. Notice 
verse 11: “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken 
away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall 
be one thousand two hundred and ninety days.” 

Daniel had questioned (verse 6) when all these amazing 
events—including the resurrection of the saints to glory  
(verses 2-3)—would be fulfilled. The answer specifically sets 
the future “abomination of desolation” as starting 1,290 
days (or about 3½ years) prior to Christ’s return and the 
resurrection of the saints.

So when Christ spoke of the abomination of desolation as 
one of the signs preceding His coming, we know this latter 
fulfillment will involve military activity around Jerusalem 
and the stopping and desecration of any sacrifices being 
conducted at that time. As of this writing, sacrifices by Jewish 
leaders at Jerusalem are prohibited, but they will have to 
start at some point in order to be subsequently ended and 
desecrated by gentile forces.
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Who Are the “Two Witnesses”?
The final 3½ years before Christ’s return will be dominated 
by the rule of the beast and false prophet. God’s Church will 
be persecuted, many of its members martyred, while others 
survive under God’s miraculous protection. 

There will be a time when the Church will not be able to 
preach the gospel, as prophesied in Amos 8:11: “‘Behold, the 
days are coming,’ says the Lord God, ‘that I will send a famine 
on the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the Lord.’”

The false prophet will be vocal and powerful during that 
time. Who then will speak to the world for God? “And I will 
give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth,” 
Revelation 11:3 reveals. Sackcloth symbolizes humility, in 
contrast to the arrogant false prophet and church.

The power God grants to them includes testifying to the 
world’s sins and performing a wide variety of spectacular 
miracles. Because they “tormented those who dwell on the 
earth” (verse 10) and anger the powerful civil and religious 
forces of that time, God supernaturally protects them (verses 
5-6) for these 42 months (or 1,260 days—verses 2-3).

“When they finish their testimony,” God allows them to 
be killed (Revelation 11:7). Interestingly, the Greek word for 
“witness” is martys, from which the word martyr is derived.  
For 3½ days, their unburied bodies, lying in a Jerusalem 
street, are seen around the world, causing great celebration 
(verses 8-10). 

Suddenly, though, the rejoicing turns to fear as the world 
sees these two men come back to life! 

“Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life 
from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and 
great fear fell on those who saw them. And they heard a loud 



voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here.’ And they 
ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 
In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of 
the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were 
killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of 
heaven” (verses 11-13). 

For further study, see our online article “Two Witnesses.”
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https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/two-witnesses/
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Seventh seal—Day of the Lord
We find the phrases “Day of the Lord” and “Day of the Lord’s” 
(anger, wrath, etc.) more than 30 times in the Bible. It is also 
referred to as simply “that day” more than 100 times in the three 
Major and 12 Minor Prophets, almost all referring to the seventh 
seal. It bears further explanation.

The seventh seal is comprised of seven trumpets. Each trumpet—
sounded by an angel assigned to it—warns humanity of the 
next unfolding event. Then, when the seventh angel sounds his 
trumpet, seven last plagues will be poured out, one after another.

The seven trumpets and seven plagues are phases of warfare 
and other plagues upon the earth, during which Christ warns 
and pleads with rebellious humans to repent of their sinful ways. 

Jeremiah 25:31 describes His motive: “A noise will come to 
the ends of the earth—for the Lord has a controversy with the 
nations; He will plead His case with all flesh. He will give those 
who are wicked to the sword.”

Many prophecies describe the final death throes of this 
age during the tumultuous Day of the Lord, with many of 
them referring specifically to trumpets. You can find further 
information in our online articles “How 7 Trumpets of 
Revelation Will Affect Humanity” and “What Are the Seven Last 
Plagues of Revelation?”

For a summary of how Revelation describes the seventh seal, 
see the chart “Seventh Seal ‘Day of the Lord’” on the next page.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/seven-trumpets/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/seven-trumpets/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/seven-last-plagues/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/seven-last-plagues/
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S E V E N T H  S E A L  “ D A Y  O F  T H E  L O R D ”
First Trumpet Fifth Trumpet

(First Woe)
Third Trumpet

A third of earth’s 
foliage burned up.

Revelation 8:7

A third of freshwater 
sources ruined.

Revelation 8:10-11

A third of light from 
sun, moon and stars 

blocked out.
Revelation 8:12

Second Trumpet Fourth Trumpet

A third of sea turned 
to blood; a third of all 
within and upon seas 

destroyed.
Revelation 8:8-9
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S E V E N T H  S E A L  “ D A Y  O F  T H E  L O R D ”
Fifth Trumpet

(First Woe)
Seventh Trumpet

(Third Woe)
Seven Last Plagues

Warfare inflicted by 
beast power.

Five months of 
torment.

Revelation 8:13; 
9:1-12;  

Daniel 11:40-43

Attacks against the 
beast (including an 

army of 200 million).
Revelation 9:13-21; 

Ezekiel 38:1-6;  
Joel 2:4

Two witnesses killed 
(then raised after 3½ 

days).
Revelation 11:7-14

Christ returns at seventh trumpet.
Matthew 24:30-31;  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17;  
Revelation 19:11-16 

Seven last plagues (vials or bowls) poured out 
in Christ’s presence (see below).
Revelation 14:9-10; 15:1, 6-8

Christ descends on the Mount of Olives, and 
it splits.

Zechariah 14:4

FIRST PLAGUE
Sores on those with mark of the beast.

Revelation 16:1-2

SECOND PLAGUE
Seas turned to blood, remaining sea life killed.

Revelation 16:3

THIRD PLAGUE
Remaining fresh water turned to blood.

Revelation 16:4-7

FOURTH PLAGUE
Scorching heat.

Revelation 16:8-9

FIFTH PLAGUE
Darkness and pain upon the beast’s 

headquarters. 
Revelation 16:10-11

SIXTH PLAGUE
Euphrates River dried up. Armies gathered at 

Armageddon (then to Jerusalem to  
fight Christ).

Revelation 16:12-16

SEVENTH PLAGUE
Greatest earthquake in history, voices, 
thunders, lightning, islands destroyed,  

huge hailstones. 
Revelation 16:17-21

Sixth Trumpet
(Second Woe)
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While the Day of the Lord begins with the wrath of God prior 
to Christ’s return, the Bible also uses the term Day of the 

Lord to include the time beyond that (2 Peter 3:10-13). 
One way to think of it is that we are now living in man’s “day,” 

where humanity has been going its own way largely without 
God’s interference or intervention. God’s day—when Christ, on 
the Father’s behalf, takes the helm of this world—will replace 
man’s day. And the “Lord’s day”—when Christ is reigning—will be 
infinitely better than man’s day has ever been.

The return of Christ
When Christ returns, all suffering will not end one day with 
utopia everywhere the next day. The return of Christ itself is 

The Wonderful World  
to Come

There is good news on beyond the terrible end times. Jesus Christ will 
return to save humanity from destruction and to bring a  

utopian world of peace.

CHAPTER 5
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comprised of multiple events, described by these key points  
and scriptures.
• Christ returns visibly—every eye will see Him (Acts 1:9, 11; 

Matthew 24:30; Luke 21:27; Revelation 1:7).
• All the angels in heaven accompany Christ when He comes 

(Matthew 24:31; 25:31; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8; Revelation 
19:14).

• He will resurrect His saints (firstfruits) to eternal life, and they 
will meet Him in the clouds in the air (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).

• He returns to the exact place where He departed some 2,000 
years ago—the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:9-12), which, when He 
touches down, splits in two. The world’s armies, gathered at 
Megiddo, will move to Jerusalem (the Valley of Jehoshaphat) 
to fight against Him, but He will utterly defeat them 
(Revelation 16:16; Joel 3:2, 9-14; Zechariah 14:3-4, 12). 

• He will then, with the resurrected saints, fight and defeat all 
enemies opposing Him (Psalm 97:1-6; 149:5-9; Revelation 
2:26-27; 11:18; 17:13-14; 19:11, 15).

With His enemies negated, Christ will begin to implement 
astounding changes to every aspect of life!

The second exodus
The Great Tribulation is also the “time of Jacob’s trouble” 
(Jeremiah 30:5-7), a 3½-year period in which the modern 
descendants of Israel will be subjugated and held captive. When 
Christ returns, one of His first actions will be to begin their rescue. 

“‘For behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that I will 
bring back from captivity My people Israel and Judah,’ says the 
Lord. ‘And I will cause them to return to the land’” (verse 3). 
Verse 8 adds, “‘I will break his yoke from your neck, and will 
burst your bonds; foreigners shall no more enslave them.’”

Notice God mentions both Israel and Judah will be rescued 
from captivity, not just Jews (Judah). All 12 tribes suffer some 
form of enslavement. But is this for certain a prophecy for the 
future, not the distant past? 
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Jeremiah’s account is clear: “But they shall serve the Lord their 
God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them” (verse 9). 
King David is dead and in his grave (Acts 2:29), so this time setting 
of Israel’s rescue is after Christ’s return and David’s resurrection.

Based on Jeremiah 23:7-8, this future rescue of Israelites from 
slavery can be called “the second exodus.”

“‘Therefore, behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘that 
they shall no longer say, “As the Lord lives who brought up the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt,” but, “As the Lord lives 
who brought up and led the descendants of the house of Israel 
from the north country and from all the countries where I had 
driven them” ’ ” (Jeremiah 23:7-8).

Isaiah 11:11-12 adds, “It shall come to pass in that day that the 
Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the 
remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria and Egypt, from 
Pathros and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and the 
islands of the sea. He will … assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of 
the earth.” 

Many other prophecies speak of Christ’s promise to once again 
liberate His enslaved people. Consider Deuteronomy 4:27-31; 
30:1-4; Isaiah 27:13; 43:5-6; Ezekiel 20:34, 36-37, 41-44; 34:11-
13; 39:25-28; Hosea 11:10-11; Amos 9:14; Zephaniah 3:19-20; 
Zechariah 8:7; 10:8, 10. 

What a great hope for their future!

The millennial utopia
For the most part, the end-time events Revelation outlines are, as 
our booklet about Revelation puts it, “the storm before the calm.” 
But after Christ settles the storm, some of the most incredible 
and encouraging prophecies ever begin to unfold.

These millennial prophecies describe the new world Christ 
creates as being like the Garden of Eden (Ezekiel 36:35). They 
are so fantastic that many say they are only symbolic, that such 
things could never exist in real life. But why not? Who are we to 
say God cannot bring this about?

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/revelation
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What do these prophecies tell us of the wonderful world of 
tomorrow under Christ’s rule?

Healing, changes, restorations 
Miracles will begin on a large scale, completely changing the 
environment for humans, animals and the earth itself. 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert. The parched ground 
shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water; in the 
habitation of jackals, where each lay, there shall be grass with 
reeds and rushes” (Isaiah 35:5-7).

Isaiah 41:18-19 also describes it. “I will open rivers in desolate 
heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make 
the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 
I will plant in the wilderness the cedar and the acacia tree, the 
myrtle and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the cypress tree and 
the pine and the box tree together.”

God also promises to change the nature of wild animals so they 
will no longer have a predator-prey instinct of aggression and 
violence, which reflects the nature of the current ruler of this 
world (Satan). 

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and 
the bear shall graze; their young ones shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall 
play by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
in the viper’s den” (Isaiah 11:6-8; see also 65:25).

Ezekiel 34:25 previews that time when anyone can enjoy all of 
God’s creation without any fear: “I will make a covenant of peace 
with them, and cause wild beasts to cease from the land; and they 
will dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods.”

But these transformations will come not only by miraculous 
healings and building programs, but through a process of three 
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major dynamics: education, blessings for obedience and the 
giving of God’s Spirit.

Education
“Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow to it. Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:2-3). 

People around the world, seeing the astounding 
transformations and blessings Christ is bringing about, will soon 
want to learn His ways, and thus a massive reeducation program 
will spread around the world. 

One subject that will not be taught as it is today—war! 
“He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:1-3). 

People will be taught, presumably by the resurrected saints, 
everything of God’s way, as Isaiah 30:20-21 shows: “Yet your 
teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, but your eyes 
shall see your teachers. Your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
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saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn to the right 
hand or whenever you turn to the left.”

People will continue to sin and will have to learn the need for 
repentance and for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to pay the penalty 
for their sins. 

Humans need to be taught before they can choose to act upon 
what they have been taught, and Isaiah 11:9 shows the positive 
change this will bring. “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My 
holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 

Abundant blessings for obeying God
The millennial prophecies tell us we will see a world in which 
people are obeying God, and thus reaping His great blessings. 
Among them are promises such as: “They will dwell safely there, 
build houses, and plant vineyards; yes, they will dwell securely” 
(Ezekiel 28:26). “Everyone shall sit under his vine and under 
his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid” (Micah 4:4; 
Zechariah 3:10). 

And consider this: “Therefore they shall come and sing in the 
height of Zion, streaming to the goodness of the Lord—for wheat 
and new wine and oil, for the young of the flock and the herd; 
their souls shall be like a well-watered garden, and they shall 
sorrow no more at all. 

“Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, and the young men 
and the old, together; for I will turn their mourning to joy, will 
comfort them, and make them rejoice rather than sorrow. I will 
satiate the soul of the priests with abundance, and My people 
shall be satisfied with My goodness, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 
31:12-14).

Other prophecies, such as Amos 9:13 and Ezekiel 34:26-28, also 
describe such blessings.

The addition of God’s Spirit
The greatest of all blessings in God’s plan, however, is salvation—
the forgiving of sins and the imparting of eternal life—to all 
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humans who respond. For the first time, a spiritually darkened 
world will begin to see the light of God’s truth.

As people learn His way and repent of their sins, they will 
receive His Holy Spirit.

“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My 
Spirit on all flesh” (Joel 2:28). 

When will this prophecy be fulfilled? 
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: 

blood and fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood [the heavenly signs of the 
sixth seal], before the coming of the great and awesome day of 
the Lord [seventh seal]. And it shall come to pass [after Christ’s 
return] that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (verses 30-32).

Several millennial prophecies describe the spiritual conversion 
of the people of Israel. Notice the time setting in these 
prophecies. 

“I will gather you from the peoples, assemble you from the 
countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the 
land of Israel. … Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a 
new spirit within them … that they may walk in My statutes and 
keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, 
and I will be their God” (Ezekiel 11:17, 19-20; see also 36:24-30). 

“‘And I will not hide My face from them anymore; for I shall 
have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ says the Lord 
God” (Ezekiel 39:29). 

Israel is merely the forerunner for this happening to all nations!

What happens after the 1,000 years?
After this peaceful millennial time under Christ’s leadership, 
other dramatic events occur: “Now when the thousand years have 
expired, Satan will be released from his prison” (Revelation 20:7). 

This will test humanity—will they really be loyal to God? Many 
will not, despite knowing about Satan and his hatred of God. 

“And [Satan] will go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog [a representative term 
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for a confederation of people from multiple nations], to gather 
them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 
They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the 
camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down 
from God out of heaven and devoured them” (Revelation 20:8-9).

What happens next?
After putting down Satan’s final rebellion, Christ deals with 

Satan in what is presumably a preliminary, ceremonial event 
prior to his permanent incarceration far from God’s Kingdom.

“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they 
will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (verse 10).

The word are is more correctly translated as “were” or “were 
cast” (past tense). This refers to 1,000 years earlier, when the 
beast and false prophet perished in this fire outside Jerusalem 
(Revelation 19:20). “They”—those put into this fire (Revelation 
20:10)—refers not to the beast or false prophet, who perished 
1,000 years earlier, but to Satan and his demons. Their eternal 
torment lies in being forever exiled from humanity and God. 

Jude explains, “And the angels who did not keep their proper 
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; … 
raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering 
stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever” 
(Jude 1:6, 13).

Second resurrection—Great White Throne Judgment period
Once Satan and the demons are banished for eternity, we will look 
forward to the next phase of God’s great plan—the resurrection of 
the vast majority of all humans who have ever lived and died. 

By some estimates, 110 billion humans have lived since Adam 
and Eve. Consider the parenthetical phrase in Revelation 20:5—
“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand 
years were finished.” This refers to a second resurrection, since 
the resurrection at Christ’s return is clearly called the “first 
resurrection” (same verse).
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“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book 
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books” (Revelation 20:11-12).

These people will be resurrected to “stand” before God. “Small 
and great” includes everyone—the famous and unknown, elderly 
and infants, rich and poor. 

In another famous prophecy about this very event, Ezekiel was 
shown how the second resurrection will happen. 

Read it for yourself in Ezekiel 37:1-14, and note it is clearly 
a physical resurrection. This prophecy is for “the whole house 
of Israel” (verse 11), who will be given the chance for the first 
time to really come to “know that I am the Lord” and eventually 
receive His Spirit (verses 13-14). 
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But it won’t just be Israel. Jesus said that non-Israelites from 
places such as Tyre, Sidon, Sodom and Nineveh would be 
resurrected to judgment along with the Jews (Matthew 11:21-24 
and 12:41-42).

It’s important to understand that “judgment” is not merely the 
moment of passing a sentence upon a person. It also involves 
evaluating the evidence of one’s life over time. 

As Peter wrote, “For the time has come for judgment to begin 
at the house [Church] of God” (1 Peter 4:17). To completely 
understand the Bible’s teaching on judgment, read our online 
article “Judgment of God: The Real Story.”

Just as in this age and in the Millennium, those in this 
resurrection will be given the opportunity to understand and 
submit to God, to prove themselves by living according to His 
instruction and laws. At the end of this period of judgment, they, 
too, can be given the gift of eternal life in God’s Kingdom. 

Please note, this is not a second chance at salvation for these 
people—it is their first real opportunity to learn God’s truths and 
laws, to repent and receive God’s Spirit, leading to eternal life. 
Learn more in our online article “Is the Second Resurrection a 
Second Chance?”

Those who choose to live according to God’s words will have their  
names written in another book—“The Book of Life”—signifying they 
will ultimately receive God’s gift of eternal, spirit life.

The lake of fire and second death
Next we see in this passage a different group of people from 
those in Revelation 20:12 (who were raised in the second 
resurrection). “The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And 
they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death 
and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into 
the lake of fire” (verses 13-15).

Here we see humans judged by their works, but with no mention 
of books being opened to them or the Book of Life. In other words, 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/judgment-of-god/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/second-resurrection/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/second-resurrection/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/revelation/the-book-of-life/
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this resurrection is reserved for those for whom “there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of 
judgment, and fiery indignation” (Hebrews 10:26-27). 

These are not people who sin in ignorance or stumble, but 
incorrigible ones who willfully and consciously reject Jesus 
Christ and choose to go their own way. 

Malachi 4 describes their fate: “‘For behold, the day is coming, 
burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly 
will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,’ 
says the Lord of hosts. … ‘You shall trample the wicked, for they 
shall be ashes under the soles of your feet’” (verses 1, 3).

As Christ revealed to His apostle Peter, “But the heavens 
and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are 
reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:7).

New Jerusalem, new heavens and new earth
Then Christ revealed to John another amazing transformation in 
Revelation 21:1-2. “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there 
was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.” 

Verses 9-27 describe this incredible city in considerable detail. 
Even Abraham, the “father of all those who believe” (Romans 
4:11), looked forward to this future city: “For he waited for the 
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God” 
(Hebrews 11:10).

This New Jerusalem will become the capital of the universe, the 
new residence of God the Father. 

Notice Revelation 21:3: “And I heard a loud voice from heaven 
saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will 
be with them and be their God.’”

And one of the most comforting prophecies of all is found in 
verse 4: “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there 
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shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

And on into eternity
Hebrews 2:6-8 records an intriguing question King David posed 
to God, along with an astounding answer: 

“‘What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man 
that You take care of him? You have made him a little lower than 
the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, and 
set him over the works of Your hands. You have put all things 
in subjection under his feet.’ For in that He put all in subjection 
under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now 
we do not yet see all things put under him.” 
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Verse 5 shows that “the world to come” will not be under the 
dominion of angels, but of humans (or, more accurately, “former 
humans,” for by then they will have become glorified spirit 
beings). God made humans temporarily lower than angels, but 
had in mind the incredible potential for humans to become 
glorified, spirit members of His own divine family and take 
ownership of the whole creation! 

In Hebrews 1:2 we see that God has appointed Christ as the 
heir of “all things,” and Romans 8:17 says the glorified saints will 
become joint heirs with Christ. “All things” includes the trillions 
of planets, stars and galaxies in a universe so immense it is 
unbelievably staggering. 

All this will be under God’s righteous dominion and rule, of 
which Isaiah said, “Of the increase of His government and peace 
there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:7). 

The future we have to look forward to in the new earth and 
new heavens is truly far beyond our ability to comprehend! As 
David said, “You will show me the path of life; in Your presence 
is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore” 
(Psalm 16:11).
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Most churchgoers today believe the Sabbath, holy days and 
festivals commanded by God in the Old Testament are 

obsolete or have no purpose. 
In fact, one can find nothing in the Bible that abolishes them. 

Jesus observed them and dogmatically confirmed the law of God 
(Matthew 5:17-19), and the New Testament Church continued 
observing the Sabbath and holy days.

The Sabbath and festivals restored
Prophecy tells us God’s festivals will all be in force and practiced 
after Christ returns. 

Zechariah plainly foretold of God’s festivals in the future: “And 
it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations 

Prophecy, God’s Holy Days 
and Master Plan

The neglected annual holy days of the Bible reflect seven steps in God’s 
plan of salvation. Rehearsing them sheds more light on the prophecies  

of the Bible.

CHAPTER 6
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which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to 
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16). 

In the next verses (17-19) we see that those who refuse to worship 
God on His appointed times will quickly experience the curses of 
disobedience until they learn keeping His Sabbath and festivals is 
for their own good. In fact, part of the meaning of God’s festivals 
is those who sin must repent and see the need for Christ’s sacrifice 
to cover their sins. People will learn the benefits of obedience.

Notice Ezekiel 44:24. “They shall keep My laws and My statutes 
in all My appointed meetings, and they shall hallow My Sabbaths.” 

The next two chapters in Ezekiel continue with a preview of the 
area around the temple and the activities that will be conducted 
at the temple. 

Ezekiel 45:17 proclaims, “Then it shall be the prince’s part to 
give … offerings, at the feasts, the New Moons, the Sabbaths, and 
at all the appointed seasons of the house of Israel.” 

The Passover and seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread will be 
observed (verses 21, 23), and the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles 
(verse 25). The next chapter speaks of the weekly Sabbath being 
kept holy (Ezekiel 46:1-4) and God’s festivals being observed by 
not only the priests but “the people of the land” (verses 9-11). 

Another millennial prophecy in Isaiah points to this same 
picture. “Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the 
Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His 
servants—everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath. … Even 
them I will bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
My house of prayer” (Isaiah 56:6-7).

What is the purpose of the festivals?
But why? What purpose would those festivals serve? Is it possible 
that God intended His festivals to portray and teach us about His 
plan of salvation? 

Actually, by observing God’s annual festivals, we rehearse how 
His great plan is unfolding. (For more about this, download our 
free booklet From Holidays to Holy Days: God’s Plan for You.)

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
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The chart below gives a clear overview of how God’s festivals 
portray His plan of salvation. The left side walks through the 
step-by-step phases of God’s plan. The right side lists God’s 
annual festivals and their meanings. The order in which they 
occur (see Leviticus 23) unmistakably parallels these steps.  

From the beginning, God made clear to 
humans that the consequence of sin is death 
(Genesis 2:17). Beginning with Adam and Eve, 
every human has sinned (Romans 3:23; 6:23). 
We can have hope for erasing sin from our 
record because our Creator gave up His own 
life to pay for our death penalty.

Before God will give His life-giving Spirit to 
anyone, He needs to know we have repented 
and are committed to eliminating sin from 
our lives and building habits of righteousness 
and obedience to keep sin out.

Though most people in the world are not 
being offered the tree of life at this time, 
God has been calling a few people as 
“firstfruits” (James 1:18; John 6:44, 65; 17:9, 
15-16). The firstfruits have received the 
down payment of eternal life by God’s gift 
of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14). They 
are now preparing to reign with Christ when 
He returns.

This present evil world is near its end. Christ 
must return before all life vanishes from the 
planet (Matthew 24:22). During the Day of the 
Lord (the seventh seal), Christ will administer 
judgments upon rebellious mankind, return to 
the earth, resurrect His firstfruits and change 
them to immortal spirit beings.

PASSOVER
We commemorate the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ through the 
symbols of bread and wine.

FEAST OF  
UNLEAVENED BREAD

We avoid leaven for seven days, 
symbolizing eliminating sin from 
our lives, and we eat unleavened 
bread, symbolizing becoming 
righteous.

FEAST OF PENTECOST  
We commemorate God’s 
imparting His Holy Spirit to the 
“firstfruit” group of humans after 
Christ’s ascension, at which time 
He also established His Church.

FEAST OF TRUMPETS
This day depicts the seven 
trumpets (which comprise the 
seventh seal) that usher in the 
Day of the Lord and Christ’s 
return at the seventh trump.

The Phases of God’s Plan God’s Festivals 
Leviticus 23
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Christ will then “arrest” Satan, the evil ruler of 
this current world, and banish him (Revelation 
20:1-3), thus paving the way for humanity to 
be reconciled to God and reminding everyone 
that the only way to be reconciled to the Father 
is through the sacrifice of His Son.

With Satan gone, Christ—and His then-immortal 
firstfruits—will initiate 1,000 years of peace as 
He sets up God’s Kingdom on earth. Utopian 
conditions will expand around the globe, and 
all living humans will have God’s truth and the 
tree of life made available to them.

During the Millennium, the vast majority of 
humans who have ever lived and died will 
still be dead in their graves. After the 1,000 
years, they will be resurrected back to life in 
order to have their first opportunity to know 
God’s truth and be offered salvation.

DAY OF ATONEMENT
This day of fasting pictures 
Satan’s removal from the earth 
and the beginning of man’s 
reconciliation to God.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES
We rejoice for seven days 
with biblical instruction, 
abundant food and fellowship, 
while staying in temporary 
dwellings (depicting our 
temporary existence now), 
picturing the wonderful 
millennial future world.

EIGHTH DAY OR  
LAST GREAT DAY 

We look forward to the new life 
for the vast majority of humans 
who have ever lived, and their 
first chance for salvation.

The Phases of God’s Plan God’s Festivals 
Leviticus 23
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WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN  
FOR YOU NOW?

This world is getting worse and worse, but Bible prophecy promises a 
better future, plus it tells us how to be part of that better world. What 

should we do now to prepare for it?

Prophecy is one of the biggest subjects in the Bible. When we 
realize what God is telling us about the future, what are we 
supposed to do with all this knowledge? God’s own words answer 
that question.

Watch and be ready!
After giving the Olivet Prophecy, Jesus warned, “But take heed 
to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you 
unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell 
on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray  
always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man” (Luke 21:34-36).

Matthew recorded it this way: “Therefore you also be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” 
(Matthew 24:44).

He did not mean we must keep up with hundreds of details  
in the daily news, but He did mean that we must stay alert  
and wakeful. 

Jesus used the budding of trees as an example: “Look at the fig 
tree, and all the trees. When they are already budding, you see 
and know for yourselves that summer is now near. So you also, 
when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom 
of God is near. Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no 
means pass away till all things take place” (Luke 21:29-32). 
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Clearly, we need to be soberly watching for major trends 
developing in the world as they relate to Bible prophecy. 

How to respond
“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the 
time is near” (Revelation 1:3). 

“And he said to me, ‘Do not seal the words of the prophecy of 
this book, for the time is at hand.’ … 

“‘And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to 
give to every one according to his work’” (Revelation 22:10, 12).

How not to respond
Sad to say, an opposite, foolish response is prophesied to be the 
predominant attitude as the end draws near: 

“Scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their 
own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of creation’” (2 Peter 3:3-4). 

The attitude of people in Noah’s day is being repeated in this 
end time. 

Jesus warned, “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
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until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know 
until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37-39).

Prophecy should motivate us to change
God plainly intends understanding of prophecy to motivate 
us. Knowing what is coming in the near future—both the 
dark storms and the bright new world to follow—should stir 
us to surrender our lives to God now. This is the healthy and 
appropriate fear of God that Christ said we need to have. 

“But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, 
after He has killed, has power to cast into hell [gehenna, the 
lake of fire]; yes, I say to you, fear Him!” (Luke 12:5).

Knowing that these prophecies are certain should compel us 
to develop our relationship with God. The fear of God is part 
of our love, deep reverence and respect for our Father. 

We need to have a habit of prayer, not only to draw close to 
God, but also to “be counted worthy to escape all these things 
that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” 
(Luke 21:36).

Knowing that Satan will push humanity to the brink of 
destruction should regularly remind us to earnestly pray, “Your 
kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10). It’s our only hope! It should 
help us fervently “seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). 

May this booklet be only the beginning of your spiritual 
development, and may you keep growing in the “grace and 
knowledge of our Lord  and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18), 
motivated by what you are learning about God’s plan for  
the future!
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