
What is a Blue Earth Practice? 
For a classroom to earn Green Classroom status, at least one Blue Earth Practice activity should be 
facilitated. The option list for the Blue Earth Practice is as follows:  

Blue Earth Practices (Downloadable Resources are in blue) 

• Plant a GA native tree on campus  
o Georgia Forestry Commission Teaching Resources – K-12th  
o STEM: Plant a Tree - MS 
o Working Trees for Water Quality – MS-HS 

 
• Campus litter cleanup  

o Litter Free Action Project – K-5th 
o Litter on the School Grounds – K-3  
o Community Cleanup and Reflection 3rd – 12th 
o Litter in our Community – K-12th   

 
• Delineate a watershed  

o Watershed Delineation – 2nd – 5th 
o The Great Lakes Watershed – 3rd – 8th  
o Water Basins and Watersheds 8th-12th  
o Watershed Maps Assessment - HS 
o Delineate the Boundaries of a Watershed Using a Topographic Map - HS  

 
• Explore the ecosystem health of a watershed  

o Ponds and Rivers – K – 5th 
o Watershed – After the Flood: A Powerful River – 3rd – 5th  
o Children’s Book Watershed Biodiversity ES & HS 
o Liquid Assets - MS 
o Eutrophication Sketch Notes – MS-HS 
o Water Quality Indicators Sketch Notes – MS-HS 
o Water Quality Monitoring Virtual Lab – MS-HS 
o Watershed Lab – MS-HS 
o Interpreting Data to Support a Sustainable Ecosystem – MS, HS 
o Protecting Rivers from Climate Change – MS, HS 
o Eutrophication Comic Strip – HS 
o Riverine Food Webs: How Flow Rates Affect Biomass - HS 

 
• Mark Storm Drains on Campus or Nearby neighborhood  

o Water in your World – K-2 
o River Stewardship: How a Community Cares for their River - MS 

 
• Personal Water Audit  

o Water Conservation - MS 

https://gatrees.org/learn-explore/educator-resources/
https://gatrees.org/learn-explore/educator-resources/
https://www.plt.org/stem-strategies/plant-a-tree/
https://www.plt.org/stem-strategies/plant-a-tree/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/working-trees-for-water-quality-MS-HS.pdf
https://www.stopwaste.org/at-school/take-action-at-home/take-action-at-home-litter-free-action-project
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/rethinkwaste.org/wp-content/uploads/legacy_media/3rd-grade-post-tour-lesson-1.original.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/rethinkwaste.org/wp-content/uploads/legacy_media/3rd-grade-post-tour-lesson-1.original.pdf
https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/01-1/lp231_01.shtml
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/projectgreenschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/PGSScenicLesson_-Litter-in-Our-Community.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.uw.edu/dist/7/89/files/2017/11/Watershed_Delineation_Lesson_Plan_Heil-23tc8hs.pdf
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9bc04bc6-0fe3-4cf2-a20a-55ed94a97920/the-great-lakes-watershed-the-geography-of-the-great-lakes-curriculum/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/WaterBasins-and-Watersheds-8th-12th.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/WatershedMapsAssessment-HS.docx
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/lakes/docs/Lesson_1_delineate_Watershed.pdf
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ponds-and-rivers-nature-wy-video/nature-wy/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/watershed-after-the-flood-lesson-plan/watershed-after-the-flood/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/watershed-after-the-flood-lesson-plan/watershed-after-the-flood/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/ChildrenBookWatershedBiodiversity-ES-HS.docx
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/psu08-liq.sci.text.lpwatershed/liquid-assets-watershed/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/Eutrophication-SketchNotesMS-HS.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/WaterQualityIndicators-SketchNotesMS-HS.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/WaterQualityMonitoringVirtualLab-MS-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/WatershedLab-MS-HS.pdf
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/interpreting-data-support-sustainable-ecosystem/lets-go-enviro/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/protecting-rivers-from-climate-change-video/the-resilient-ones/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/EutrophocationComicStrips-HS.pdf
https://www.biointeractive.org/classroom-resources/riverine-food-webs-how-flow-rates-affect-biomass
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/plum14.sci.life.lpwater/water-in-your-world/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/river-stewardship-video/mountain-lake-journal/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ess05.sci.ess.watcyc.lp_waterconservation/water-conservation/


o Water Footprint Calculator – MS, HS 
o Is Water Cheap or Expensive – HS 
o Lowering Your Ecological Footprint Personal v Societal – HS 

 
• Field trip to a nature park  

o Nature Journaling – MS-HS 
o National Parks Project – HS 
o A Guide to Hiking Trail Stewardship and Maintenance - HS 

 
• Reduce the use of single-use items (beverage bottles, eatery implements, etc.) 

o Microplastics: Little Plastic, Big Problems - MS 
o Upcycling – MS_HS 
o Recycled Fast Fashion Garment Project – MS-HS 

 Project Write-up 
 Recycled Fast Fashion Garment Rubric 
 Recycled Fast Fashion Sketch Rubric 

o Plastic Pollution and You Activity – HS 
o Plastic Table Talk – HS 

 
• Host a school-wide or community recycling day (electronics, glass, can/paper, clothing/textile, 

paint, tires…)  
o EPA Recycle City – MS-HS 
o PSA Trash Challenge – MS-HS 

 PSA Rubric 
 

• Create or maintain a certified pollinator habitat 
o Pollination and Community Action: Middle Schoolers Build a Pollinator Garden - MS 

 
• Create a Blue Earth Workshop  

o Blue Earth Workshop Lesson – HS 
 

• Create or maintain a functioning rain garden 
o How Rain Gardens Fight Pollution and Flooding – 3rd 
o Rain Garden Lesson Plan - MS 
o A Guide to Rain Garden Construction - MS 
o PBL: Design and Build a Rain Garden - HS 
o Rain Gardens - HS 

 
• Participate in the Outdoor Learning Symposium 

 
• Join/Renew GA EEA 

o Our Story (eealliance.org) 
 
 

https://www.waterfootprint.org/resources/interactive-tools/extended-water-footprint-calculator/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/IsWaterCheaporExpensive-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/LoweringYourEcologicalFootprint_PersonalvSocietal-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/NatureJournaling-MS-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/NationalParksProject-HS.docx
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/guide-to-hiking-trail-stewardship-video/a-guide-to-hiking-trail-stewardship-and-maintenance-mountain-lake-journal/
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/microplastics-little-plastic-big-problems-video/mountain-lake-journal/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/Upcycling-MS-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/Recycled%20Fast%20Fashion%20Project.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/RecycledFastFashionGarmentRubric.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/RecycledFastFashionGarmentSketchRubric.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/PlasticPollutionAndYouActivity-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/PlasticsTableTalk-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/EPA-RecycleCity-WS-MS-HS.docx
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/PSA-Poster-Rubric.pdf
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pollination-and-community-action-video/mountain-lake-journal/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cobbcounty.org.if-us-east-1/s3fs-public/2023-09/BlueEarthWorkshopLesson.docx
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/teacher-resources/lesson-plans/rain-garden
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/documents/nature-lab-lesson-plans/NLGardens-Water.pdf
https://www.teachengineering.org/activities/view/usf_stormwater_lesson02_activity4
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nature-works-everywhere-design-and-build-rain-gard/nature-works-everywhere-design-and-build-rain-garden-teachers-guide-lesson-plans/
https://kidsgardening.org/resources/lesson-plans-rain-gardens/
https://www.eealliance.org/outdoor-learning-symposium.html
https://www.eealliance.org/join-or-give.html
https://www.eealliance.org/


• Participate in Symbolic Migration 
o Migration Challenge – 1st-4th 
o Butterfly Migration Activity Guide – 4th 
o Making Sense of Migration - MS 
 

• Classroom Picnic lunch under a tree 
 

• Teach a lesson outside at least once per month 
 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/pbskids.org/plumlanding/educators/activities/pdf/MigrationChallenge_FAA_Eng_Span.pdf
https://www.neefusa.org/node/4548
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/lesson/making-sense-migration/

