
 

 

 
PARKS 
Michael Brantley, Director   

Item No. 14. 

 

District 2 

 
  
TO: Dr. Jackie R. McMorris, County Manager 
    
FROM: Michael Brantley, Director 

Dr. Jatunn Gibson, Agency Director 
    
DATE: March 14, 2023 
     
PURPOSE 
  
To authorize the submittal of the National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Power-Hyde Historic 
District to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, Historic Preservation Division for review and 
consideration. 
  
BACKGROUND 
  
The Power-Hyde Historic District (aka Hyde Farm), is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places. The National Register of Historic Places is the Country’s list of historical places and sites worthy of 
preservation. Nominations to the National Register in Georgia are administered by the Historic Preservation 
Division of the Department of Community Affairs.  Ultimately, the National Park Service (NPS) has the final 
determination on National Register listings.   
 
Located along the Chattahoochee River in Cobb County in north central Georgia, the Power-Hyde Farm 
Historic District encompasses an intact 136-acre historic farm landscape of terraced fields, woodlands, and 
historic structures dating from the 1840s to the early twentieth century.  Today, parts of the district are owned 
and maintained by the federal government and Cobb County. Cobb County owns 42 acres at the core of the 
district (including the historic house and structures) and the eastern portions of the district are part of the NPS 
Chattahoochee National Recreation Area. 
 
PARKS has collaborated with Cobb County Community Development's Historic Preservation Planner, to 
provide information for the development of the application and to confirm the accuracy of the application with 
regard to the method by which the historic farm structures were restored in 2015. 
  
IMPACT STATEMENT 
  
N/A 
  
FUNDING 
  
N/A 
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RECOMMENDATION 
  
The Board of Commissioners authorize the submittal of the National Register of Historic Places nomination for 
the Power-Hyde Historic District to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, Historic Preservation 
Division for review and consideration; and further authorize the Chairwoman to execute the necessary 
documents.   
  
ATTACHMENTS 
  
1. 02-27-23 Power-Hyde 10-900 V2 
2. Hyde Farm 
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

1

 
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not 
applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. 
Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a). 

1. Name of Property

historic name Power-Hyde Farm Historic District
other names/site number Hyde Farm

2. Location

street & number  575 Hyde Road  not for publication

city or town Marietta vicinity

state  Georgia code GA county  Cobb code 067 zip code  30068

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this     nomination   _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60. 

In my opinion, the property _  meets   _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered 
significant at the following level(s) of significance:

    national         statewide         local 

 
Signature of certifying official/Title: Dr. David C. Crass/Historic Preservation Division Director/Deputy SHPO    Date

Historic Preservation Division, Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources  
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property    meets    does not meet the National Register criteria. 

 
Signature of commenting official                                     Date

 
Title                                                 State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is:

   entered in the National Register                                 determined eligible for the National Register      
    

   determined not eligible for the National Register                    removed from the National Register
 

   other (explain:)                 _________________                               
                                                         

 
 Signature of the Keeper                                                     Date of Action 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
private building(s) 11 0 buildings

X public – Local X district 5 0 sites
public – State site 1 1 structures
public – Federal structure 0 0 objects

object 17 1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)      

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

N/A N/A

                      
6. Function or Use                                   
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Domestic / single dwelling Landscape / park

Agricultural / agricultural field Agriculture / agricultural field

Agricultural / animal facility

Agricultural / agricultural outbuilding

 
7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Vernacular foundation: Stone – native field stone

walls:
Wood – weatherboard, log, board and 
batten

roof: Metal – galvanized steel

other:
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a 
summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.) 

Summary Paragraph

Located along the Chattahoochee River in Cobb County in north central Georgia, the Power-Hyde Farm Historic 
District encompasses an intact 136-acre historic farm landscape of terraced fields, woodlands, and historic 
structures dating from the 1840s to the early twentieth century. The district boundaries follow county land lot 
lines established by the 1832 Land Lottery for approximately three land lots extending west from the 
Chattahoochee River and north by an additional half land lot at the center. These boundaries represent the entire 
136-acre farm as it existed since 1920 when the core portion of the Power family farm came under ownership of 
the Hyde family. The farm is centered on the Power-Hyde House which is composed of a single pen log house 
built by the Power family around 1840, with two 1920s additions by the Hyde family, and a 1996 addition which 
replaced the nineteenth century front porch matching it in size and footprint. Although altered over time, the core 
of the Power-Hyde House is an outstanding example of a single pen hewn log structure and one of the few 
examples of an early settler cabin remaining in the county. Outbuildings, dating to the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries are clustered immediately south, north and northwest of the house forming a central farm 
complex surrounded by historic agricultural fields, drives and woodlands that complete the historic farm 
landscape. Contributing resources include buildings (the main house, tool shed, gear house, old corn crib, barn, 
truck shelter and corn crib, goat house, brood house, two chicken houses, hog house), one structure (the well 
house) and five sites (historic terraced fields to the north and south of the farm complex, and a floodplain field). 
One structure, the privy, is the only noncontributing resource due to its late addition to the property. One of the 
last contiguous parcels of undeveloped land in the area, the property illustrates evolving Georgia Piedmont 
agricultural practices from the nineteenth into the mid-twentieth century through its landscape features and farm 
buildings. The farm was in continual operation from the 1840s through the early 2000s however, except for 
minimal alterations in the course of changing uses, the farm buildings and landscape have changed little since 
the mid-twentieth century. The last resident and steward of the property, J.C. Hyde Jr., died in 2004. 

Today parts of the district are owned and maintained by the federal government and Cobb County. Cobb County 
owns 42 acres at the core of the district (including the historic house and structures) and eastern portions of the 
district are part of the National Park Services’ (NPS) Chattahoochee National Recreation Area. Restoration of 
the farm structures was completed in 2015 and included the stabilization and rehabilitation of the house and 
restoration of the outbuildings to their historic appearance.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

The majority of the following is taken directly from a preliminary National Register nomination prepared by Keith S. Hebert 
and Ann McCleary, Directors of the Center for Public History at the University of West Georgia, who in turn relied on 
descriptions taken directly from Historic Structure Reports prepared in 2012 by Tommy Jones with the National Park Service. 
Revisions have been made to reflect changes in conditions and to reflect the rehabilitation completed in 2015. 

Located at the south end of Hyde Road on high ground along the Chattahoochee River in Cobb County, the 136-
acre Power-Hyde Farm Historic District includes Land Lots 216, 221, the southern half of Land Lot 222 and 
fractional lots 282 and 284 which Jesse Clifford Hyde purchased in 1920. The district includes the entire farm 
complex of house and outbuildings, historic upland fields, drives, remnant fields, woodlands, waterways, and 
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other features that make up the typical late nineteenth- and early-twentieth century farming landscape. The 
house, barn, and outbuildings are situated at the core of the district on the northern half of the Land Lot 221.1 

The Power-Hyde Farm covers two major periods of the two owners, that of the Power family (c.1840-1920) and 
that of the Hyde family (1920-2004). The Powers originally developed and farmed the district along with nearby 
land to the north and south (Figure 5). Joseph and Isabella Power and their children were early white settlers in 
the area who moved across the Chattahoochee River into Cobb County within the first decade of its 
establishment in 1832 after the forced removal of the Cherokee. Construction of the log structure at the core of 
the Power-Hyde house is attributed to James Cooper (Jim) Power, one of several Power siblings settling near 
their parents. Jim Power and his wife, Rosa Dodd Austin Power, resided at the Power-Hyde house until their 
deaths (1901 and 1894 respectively). Later generations of Powers continued to reside at and farm the land until 
1920 when the farm was divided and sold at auction and the present property purchased by Jesse Clifford Hyde. 
Lela and Jesse Hyde raised their six children on the property and farmed the land through the 20th century. The 
four daughters, Rosa Lee, Gladys, Maglee, and Pearl, married and moved away but maintained close ties with 
the family and property. After Lela and Jesse Hyde died, in 1961 and 1972 respectively, their two sons, William 
H. (Buck) Hyde and Jesse Clifford (J.C.) Hyde Jr. continued to farm the land. J.C. Hyde, the last resident and 
steward of the property, died in 2004.

A major restoration project to stabilize the buildings and structures of the Power-Hyde Farm was conducted in 
2014–15. It included the careful documentation, dismantling and reconstruction of most of the outbuildings with 
as much of the original materials as possible. During the rehabilitation, all structures and components were 
measured and photographed. Vertical and horizontal datum points to ensure historically accurate placement of 
the structure were recorded. All components that were disassembled were measured, numbered, and tagged, 
including decaying materials. Details on the restoration of each building are included below.

POWER-HYDE HOUSE
As noted in the Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report:

The Power-Hyde House is the product of several generations of changes over the more than 160 years 
during which it was occupied and used. That evolution has left a record in the fabric of the existing 
structure, especially so since neither the Powers nor the Hydes were prone to replacement of materials 
until that was absolutely necessary. As a result, large portions of the original house constructed in the 
1840s are still visible while most of the early twentieth century additions remain substantially as built.2

The Power-Hyde House faces north toward the south end of Hyde Road, the only public access to the property 
historically and today. It is a one-story, vernacular farm house with a side-gabled roof, rear kitchen ell, and 
stacked fieldstone exterior chimneys at each end (see House Plan in Figures). At its core the original single-pen 
log house is a traditional log building constructed with hewn log walls and sawn joists and rafters. Logs feature 
half-dovetail joinery and mortise-and-tenon joinery in the gable ends.3 A nearly square wood frame addition in 
1925 served as a sitting room and extended the house west, adding a second chimney and the present front 
entrance. The exterior fieldstone chimney on the west gable end is similar to the original chimney at the east end 
but features smaller and more irregularly laid stones (photos 15, 17). The wood frame kitchen addition off the 
rear (south elevation) at the west end was constructed in 1927. A shed-roofed addition off the log portion of the 
front (north) façade dates to 1996 when the original partially-enclosed shed-roofed front porch was removed. 
The 1996 addition includes a bathroom, utility room, and smaller open porch and matches the footprint and 
massing of the historic porch (photo 18 and Figure 7). Most of the house is on a pier foundation of stacked, dry-

1 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report (Atlanta: Southeast Regional Office, 2012), 3-4; National Park Service, Hyde Farm 
Outbuildings Historic Structure Report (Atlanta: Southeast Regional Office, 2012), 23.
2 Tommy H. Jones and the National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report (Atlanta: Southeast Regional Office, 
2012), 4.
3 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 61.
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laid fieldstone, wooden posts representing later repairs, and concrete blocks supporting the 1996 addition. The 
roof is galvanized steel sheet roofing. The house is sheathed in unpainted weatherboard except at the west end 
gable end and south façade of the log portion of the house which are unpainted board-and-batten. Additional 
exterior woodwork includes cornerboards, narrow boxed eaves and plain door and window surrounds on the 
1920s additions.

The house has eight windows and four exterior doors. The original front door of the log house remains intact as 
an interior door (photo 53). Windows include four double-hung six-over-six wood sash windows in the 1925 and 
1927 additions that are original to those additions, two unmatched, fixed windows on either side of the east 
chimney which appear to be 20th century sashes in historic openings, and two contemporary double-glazed 
double-hung windows in the 1996 addition on the front (north) façade (photos 14-15, 17-18). Windows in the 
1920s additions include a minimal surround and sill, other windows have no exterior surround. The primary 
entrance, facing north, is in the center of the addition on the west end, the secondary rear entrance, facing south, 
is in the center of the kitchen addition. The front door is a manufactured door from the 1920s, with four lights 
over three horizontal panels, the rear door on the south gable end is constructed of three vertical boards attached 
to three horizontal battens and features a homemade pivot latch and a six-light window in the upper half. The 
original rear entrance in the log portion of the house is composed of vertical boards and fixed in place, an 
entrance in the front, 1996 addition, is wood and dates to the addition. The front stoop and a small deck at the 
rear entrance were reconstructed in 2015 along with the small shed roof awnings which cover the three exposed 
exterior doors (photos 14, 16).

On the interior, the house is finished in a simple utilitarian fashion with no decorative woodwork. The floors are 
made of sash-sawn, unjointed and unfinished pine boards in the log portion of the house, a mix of unvarnished, 
3”-4” pine, tongue and groove flooring in the 1920s additions, and unpainted plywood in the 1996 addition. The 
c.1840 log portion of the house is divided into two rooms and contains a steep staircase in the southeast corner 
of the larger room that is made of sash-sawn boards (photos 48-51). The gaps between the hewn logs have 
been covered with horizontal sash-sawn boards and contain the remnants of newspaper that was glued to the 
walls but had to be removed for restoration of the building in 2015. The ceiling is exposed to the loft flooring 
above. The fireplace at the east end includes a wide stone firebox with a stone lintel and a hearth composed of 
a single slab of stone extending about 18” into the room. 

The 1925 sitting room addition is the largest and most completely finished room in the house (photos 46-47). 
Walls and ceiling are finished with unpainted, tongue-and-grove pine boards on the floor, wall, and ceilings, 
which were very typical of this region during the early twentieth century. A contemporary lighted ceiling fan is in 
the center of the ceiling. Ceiling height is 8’9”. The fireplace in the west end is significantly smaller than the 
original chimney in the east end and features a poured concrete hearth that projects into the room about 27”. 
Not used since the 1950s, the firebox is covered by a sheet metal panel. A 5 ½” deep mantel shelf hangs on the 
wall above the stone and concrete firebox. The three doors in this addition are all early twentieth century 
manufactured doors but have different paneling designs. The only two windows are situated on either side of the 
fireplace; both are double-hung six-over-six sash windows with wood casings.

The 1927 kitchen addition has board walls covered with ½’-thick fiberboard panels 8¾” x 24¼” which are taped 
together with masking tape (photos 45-44). The room was built with ceiling joists 8’9” above the floor but had no 
ceiling until the 1960s when a suspended ceiling was installed. The current ceiling is of 24”-square acoustical 
tiles which were installed for their fire resistance. Above the stove a sheet metal panel is used instead of ceiling 
tiles. The current deck was reconstructed in 2014-15, based on the 2002 deck and ramp constructed for J.C. 
Hyde. In 2014-15 a chair lift was discretely added on the east side of the entrance (photo 16).

The large loft has not been significantly altered, retaining the original rafters and a window opening on each of 
the gable ends. The window opening on the western wall appears to be an original opening once covered by a 
window sash or shutter. The opening on the east gable end is a later addition evidenced by the cuts in the original 
siding and the placement of window frame, hinge, and door (photos 55-56).
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The 1996 addition, off the north side of the log structure, is accessed through the original front door opening 
which has an early front door in place. The addition is the same footprint and general massing of the historic 
front porch which was enclosed at either side by small rooms. The addition rests on cinder block piers and is 
covered with modern wood siding but log walls from the original house were left exposed on the northern wall of 
the porch. It contains the house’s first indoor bathroom in the northeast corner, a utility room and a small open 
porch. Interior finishes were never fully complete, walls are drywall, plywood overlays a 1” x 6” floor decking, and 
the ceiling is a suspended acoustical tile ceiling (photos 52-54).

In 2014-15, the house underwent a major restoration project. The house was carefully measured and 
documented. The structure was lifted and the existing stacked field stone piers were stabilized with concrete 
footings and anchor bolts while new foundation piers were added where they were not easily visible. Sills under 
the original portion of the house were replaced in kind due to significant deterioration. Elsewhere, wood flooring, 
siding and framing material was retained and replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was replaced in 
kind.

OUTBUILDINGS
The Power-Hyde Farm has twelve outbuildings and structures that remain at the core of Hyde Farm in addition 
to the Power-Hyde House. The old corn crib, gear house, tool house and barn, were constructed by the Powers 
in an arc around the farm yard south of the house. After the Hydes bought the farm in 1920, they made additions 
to the big barn, built two chicken houses, a brood house, and a goat house in the field west and northwest of the 
residence and added the hog pen and, finally, the truck shelter-corn crib in the 1940s. All of the structures are 
wood-framed, set on field stone piers, and covered with metal roofing. 

The 2014-15 restoration project to stabilize the outbuildings included the careful documentation, dismantling and 
reconstruction of most of the outbuildings with as much of the original materials as possible. During the 
rehabilitation, all structures and components were measured and photographed. Vertical and horizontal datum 
points to ensure historically accurate placement of the structure were recorded. All components that were 
disassembled were measured, numbered, and tagged, including decaying materials.

Well House 
The roughly 35-foot-deep well, located along the driveway in front of the house, was dug by the Powers in the 
1800s and deepened by the Hydes in 1929. The well house, also built by the Powers, is an open-sided structure 
supported by four posts designed to provide shelter for both the well and the person using it while also reducing 
the surface run-off of rain water. The well house stands on a small terrace that was leveled out of the bank on 
the southeast side of the drive. The simple structure features a gabled wood framed roof set on four cedar posts 
set directly into the ground around a wood platform. A wooden box covers the well itself. The overhead whirl and 
the poplar winder log with its hand crank and axle date to the Power ownership, but several parts of the pulley 
system have been replaced over the years. The axle for the log winder is believed to be the barrel of Jim Power’s 
muzzle-loading rifle. In 2014-15, the well house was disassembled and reconstructed according to careful 
documentation. The foundation was treated for termites, the framing and flooring materials were reused or 
replaced in kind where necessary, the corrugated metal roof was replaced in kind (photo 5; #1 on map).

Tool Shed 
The tool shed is a rectangular, wood-frame, gable-roof structure on stone piers located southwest of the Power-
Hyde House. The roof projects nearly two feet beyond the front façade creating a shelter. The double-leaf front 
door in the east gable end is composed of wide vertical boards. “Live edge” boards make up much of the exterior 
siding.4 The roof is a mix of corrugated and 5-V standing seam metal roofing. The tool shed has shelves for 

4 Live edge boards have not been cut straight on the edges, but left with the shape of the tree.
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storage on the northern wall. The interior walls are covered with “live edge” wood boards, similar to the surviving 
exterior clapboard. The floor boards are simply laid across but not nailed to the joists. At the west (rear) end an 
open-sided simple shed-roofed addition is attached. The tool shed is one of the existing structures present when 
the Hyde’s bought the farm and likely dates to the late nineteenth century. In modern years, it stored pick heads, 
hoe heads, shovels, sickles, mattocks, spading forks, rakes, post-hole diggers, a sledge hammer, and other 
tools, lending the building its current name.5 In 2014-15, the tool shed was disassembled and reconstructed 
according to careful documentation. The historic field stone pier foundation was stabilized with concrete footings 
and anchor bolts; the flooring, siding, and framing materials were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; 
the metal roof was replaced in kind. (photos 34, 38; #9 on map)

Gear House 
Virtually identical to the tool shed in form and size, the gear house, located between the truck shelter and the 
tool shed is a rectangular, wood-frame, gable-roof structure on stone piers. It is constructed with circular-sawn 
pine and oak posts and features flush-laid exterior siding, also circular-sawn pine and oak. The roof is a 
combination of 5-V standing seam and corrugated metal roofing, and overhangs the front (east) façade by about 
two feet. The floors are comprised of random-width boards laid across joints without nailing, suggesting that this 
building was used for storage and not animals. The two front doors, constructed using boards similar to the walls 
of the gear house, utilize a z-brace construction. The gear house is one of the existing structures present when 
the Hyde’s bought the farm and likely dates to the late nineteenth century.6 In 2014-15, the gear house was 
disassembled and reconstructed according to careful documentation. The historic field stone pier foundation was 
stabilized with concrete footings and anchor bolts; the flooring, siding, and framing materials were reused and 
replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was replaced in kind. (photos 34, 38; #8 on map)

Old Corn Crib 
The old corn crib is another one of the structures from the Power era that were present when the Hyde’s bought 
the property in 1920 and is believed to be the oldest farm building present, dating to the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. While it was certainly used for corn storage by the Hyde family, the existing structure, with 
its large square plan and lack of traditional features to facilitate proper ventilation, was almost certainly not 
constructed specifically as a corn crib and would be more accurately described as a single-crib barn. The old 
corn crib is the only outbuilding where the use of mortise-and-tenon joinery (which would be expected in the 
antebellum period) has been identified, but even there it appears only in association with the large, hewn wall 
plates which were almost certainly salvaged from another structure. The old corn crib has a puncheon floor 
system, typical of early 19th century construction, overlaid with floor boards. Facing in a west-northwesterly 
direction, the structure features a variety of wood types, including circular-sawn lumber for the posts along the 
studs, rafters, and hewn timbers salvaged from an older structure for the sills and wall plates. Vertical board-
and-batten siding of different dimensions covers the exterior walls. The Hyde’s apparently nailed the horizontal 
wood-end slats and old gates to the lower part of some of the interior walls, also probably to facilitate storage of 
corn. The loft, which is accessible through a door in the front gable, would have continued to be used for storage 
of hay.7 In 2014-15, the corn crib was disassembled and reconstructed according to careful documentation. The 
historic field stone pier foundation was stabilized with concrete footings and anchor bolts; the flooring, siding, 
and framing materials were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was replaced in kind. 
(photos 23-24; #5 on map)

Barn 
The largest farm building is the three-story transverse-crib barn built around 1910 and located at the south end 
of the farm yard. This wood-framed building is set on rock piers and faces north-northeasterly. The interior front 
crib on the northeast corner has a wood floor and was used for feed storages, while the other cribs are dirt-
floored animal stalls with manger to feed the horses, mules, or cows that were housed there. The upper floors 

5 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 31-33.
6 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 50-54.
7 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 54-62.
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were used for hay storage. The second floor is accessible through the doors in both gable ends. The third floor 
loft is only accessible from the interior. The shed-roofed additions to the east and west of the barn were added 
by the Hydes, probably early in the second quarter of the twentieth century. A fenced-in barnyard was historically 
located on the south (rear) side of the barn. In 2014-15, the barn was restored with the side bays being 
disassembled and reconstructed according to careful documentation. The structure was lifted and foundation 
was stabilized with concrete footings, existing stone was replaced for the foundation walls; the flooring, siding, 
and framing materials were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was replaced in kind. 
(photos 22, 25-29; #6 on map)

Goat House 
When the Hyde family purchased the farm in 1920, they not only remodeled and expanded the barn, but also 
rehabilitated existing outbuildings and added new outbuildings to accommodate their growing agricultural 
business, particularly their poultry operations. The first new outbuilding they built during the 1920s or 1930s was 
the structure later called the goat house. This building was constructed in the second quarter of the twentieth 
century for use as a brood house for baby chickens until they were old enough to survive without added heat. 
The building is a rectangular, eight by six, wood-frame shed-roof building constructed with hewn timbers 
apparently salvaged from a nineteenth-century building and circle-sawn pine in more or less standard modern 
dimensions. The door is located in the northeastern side wall. An opening on the northwestern wall is now 
covered by sheet metal. The building has a small flue hole in the ceiling for the stove used to keep the interior 
warm for the baby chicks. Around 1940, Jesse Hyde developed digestive issues and began keeping one or two 
goats which he would milk in this structure after a new brood house was built, thus this became the “goat house.” 
By the 1970s, it was being used only for storage, and by the early twenty-first century was in ruinous condition. 
In 2014-15, the goat house was disassembled and reconstructed according to careful documentation. The 
historic field stone pier foundation was stabilized with concrete footings and anchor bolts through existing stone 
pier foundations; the flooring, siding, and framing materials were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; 
the metal roof was replaced in kind. (photos 42-43; #11 on map)

Brood House 
Given their success with the chickens and eggs, the Hydes built a larger brood house in the late 1920s or early 
1930s. The new brood house with rock underpinnings was built across the driveway to the west of the well 
house. Here they continued to raise newly-hatched chicks to produce hens for their egg business. The 
rectangular, shed-roofed structure is framed with circular-sawn posts and covered with hewn and sawn wood 
salvaged from another building. The exterior of the brood house was covered with tar paper in the 1940s-50s 
when the Hydes began storing sweet potatoes here every September through December. The structure was 
wired for electricity after the electric service came to the farm in 1951. The brood house rests on low rock piers 
which may have come from the old kitchen chimney, dismantled by the Hydes when they removed the old kitchen 
in the 1920s. The current floor of the brood house is poured concrete and large flat stones. When the Hyde family 
ceased to operate the chicken and egg business, Buck and J.C. Hyde used this building to store sweet potatoes. 
In 2014-15, the brood house was disassembled and reconstructed according to careful documentation. Interior 
sections removed and reinstalled intact. The historic field stone pier foundation was stabilized with concrete 
footings and anchor bolts; the concrete and stone floor was restored; the flooring, siding, and framing materials 
were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was replaced in kind. (photos 6-8; #13 on 
map)

North and South Chicken Houses
Both chicken houses were built in the 1930s and demonstrate the thriving chicken and egg business that the 
Hyde family operated during the twentieth century, both through farmers markets and truck farming. The earlier, 
north chicken house, is situated in the field between the brood house and the goat house. Built later, the south 
chicken house is located to the west of the tool shed, gear house and truck shelter, facing these buildings in a 
south-southeasterly direction. Both chicken houses are wood-frame structures composed primarily of pine sawn 
on the property. Rafter and joists are notched and nailed. Both illustrate a typical long low shed-roof form for the 
early twentieth century chicken houses and are covered with 5-V standing seam metal roofing materials like the 
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outbuildings. The chicken houses sit on fieldstone piers, again, likely taken from the old kitchen chimney. The 
floors are comprised of five to six inch wide pine boards. The south chicken house has a puncheon floor system, 
parts of which were repaired or replaced in kind during the 2014-15 restoration. Both chicken houses retain their 
roosts and nesting boxes and each has a single board door at the east end. The south-facing sides are open at 
the top and covered with chicken wire, typical of chicken house construction at this time. Neither was ever 
substantially altered, although the south chicken house lost its door prior to the 1980s. In 2014-15, the north and 
south chicken houses, which were both partially collapsed, were disassembled and reconstructed according to 
careful documentation. The historic field stone pier foundations were stabilized with concrete footings and anchor 
bolts and the rock underpinning was restored; the flooring, siding, and framing materials were reused and 
replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was replaced in kind. A temporary chain link fence adjacent to 
the south chicken house was added c.2020 in order to accommodate chickens. (photos 6,10 and 39-41; #10 and 
#12 on map)

Hog House 
In the second quarter of the twentieth century the Hyde family built the hog house, located behind the northeast 
corner of the corn crib on the western edge of the hog lot which is not extant. This building is framed using four-
inch square corner posts with studs of the same dimension. Three hewn sleepers around three by ten inches 
run east to west are topped by three hewn joists around four by nine inches that run north to south. The siding 
and floor are covered with two-inch thick lumber secured by wire nails. To add more protection from the weather, 
sheet metal and plywood were added to the exterior sides. The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal. The 
two door openings and feed trough on the interior have been restored to their historic configuration. In 2014-15, 
the hog house was disassembled and reconstructed according to careful documentation. The structure was 
raised to account for rotted posts and the foundation was stabilized with concrete footings and anchor bolts; the 
flooring, siding, and framing materials were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof was 
replaced in kind. (photos 19-20; #4 on map)

Truck Shelter and Corn Crib
This dual-purpose building was constructed just after World War II to provide shelter for the truck and tractor and 
storage for corn. Classified as a “side-drive crib barn,” the structure faces in an east-southeasterly direction 
opposite of the old corn crib. The rectangular, gable-roofed structure is framed with circle-sawn lumber with logs 
for the loft joists and in places covered by yellow pine lapped siding. The corn crib is located on the northern half 
of the structure. The floor boards for the corn crib are nailed to the joists, unlike other outbuildings. A rough-
framed wall divides the interior of the corn crib from the truck bay, the interior is divided into an aisle and two 
stalls with a loft above. The front door is constructed using five vertical boards with Z-bracing on the backside 
and simple wooden pivot latch to keep the door closed. A small door located in the front gable opens to the loft 
and is constructed out of lapped siding similar to the exterior of the building. An additional opening on the south 
wall of the corn crib is covered by a pair of bottom-hinged doors that blend in with the siding. These openings 
enable loading and unloading of vehicles in the covered drive-through. The structure has had few, if any 
alterations since it was built, with the exception of addition of some of the rough framing that divides the interior 
of the corn crib. In 2014-15, the truck shelter was carefully documented and stabilized. The historic field stone 
pier foundation was stabilized with concrete footings and anchor bolts; new girders were inserted for stabilization; 
the flooring, siding, and framing materials were reused and replaced in kind where necessary; the metal roof 
was replaced in kind. (photos 32-33; #7 on map)

Privy 
The privy was constructed in the later part of the third quarter of the twentieth century, and moved to the Hyde 
property in the late 1970s, therefore it is a noncontributing structure. Facing south and located behind the 
northeast corner of the hog house, the privy is a wood framed building with corrugated metal used for siding and 
on the shed roof. Inside the privy is a bench with a single hole to the cesspit below. In 2014-15, the privy was 
stabilized and restored. The foundation was stabilized with concrete footings; nearly all of the wood flooring and 
framing was retained; the metal siding and roof was replaced in kind (photo 21; #3 on map)
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LANDSCAPE
Beyond the complex of house and farm outbuildings, the enduring landscape of the Power-Hyde Farm Historic 
District includes terraced agricultural fields, fences, drives, remnant fields, and woodlands. Like many pioneers 
to the Cobb County area, the Power family built their house on the top of a hill on the uplands above the 
floodplains where various farm outbuildings also built over the years, forming the working farm complex we see 
today. Several cultivated fields immediately surrounding the farm complex include the terraced fields on either 
side of Hyde Road approaching the farmstead from the north, the terraced fields extending southwest of the 
barn, and another smaller field directly south of the barn was cultivated as well. All fields are irregularly shaped 
to conform to the natural contours of the land and are terraced due to the often-significant slope of the land, 
hallmarks of manual cultivation in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A field west of the house, 
surrounded by woodlands, was also terraced but is now overgrown with trees. This field was first cleared for 
timbering and farming in the 1920s but has been fallow since the 1970s and is now overgrown with a variety of 
young trees including tulip poplar, sweet gum, and pine. The bottomlands fields, east of the house near the 
Chattahoochee River, are partly overgrown today but half of the fields are somewhat maintained. They covered 
a large rectilinear area on relatively level ground and date to the period of the Power family (see Figures 1-4).8

Fruit trees were once planted in the old mule pasture east of the house and  forming an informal orchard but few 
if any are extant. Other historic trees surrounding the home include a very old osage orange, black walnut, pecan, 
tulip poplar, Chinese chestnut, quince, sweetgum, and several species of pine and oak. The oldest tree on the 
cultivated part of the farm is the post oak which dates at least to the late 19th century and is located at the north 
boundary of the district along Hyde Road just inside the county gate.9

Like many farm houses, the Power-Hyde Farm has several drives and trails needed for the farming operations 
and to connect the farm to market opportunities. These drives are fully or partially contained within the National 
Register district boundary. Hyde Road, is the historic public road that runs south from Lower Roswell Road and 
enters the farm at the north side of land lot 222. The paved road ends in a cul-de-sac at the mailboxes and final 
gate before the Power-Hyde farm buildings. A private gravel and dirt road continues along the northwest side of 
the fence and farm buildings and continues southwest to the Winifred and George Power House (outside the 
district, listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2001). Within the farm there are several drives and 
trails that were used for various farming operations. From the mailboxes, a driveway heads south through the 
center of the farm complex, curving around the west side of the house where it forks, circling the tool shed, gear 
house, and truck shelter on one side and heading southwest towards the oat field and to the Winifred and George 
Power House on the other. An old road bed is also evident in the woods west of the farm buildings and leads to 
the back fields across and beyond the east fork of Mulberry Creek. Another dirt road called the “Old Wagon 
Road” leads northeast from the mailboxes curving through the woods and east down to the bottomlands along 
the Chattahoochee River (photo 2). While some historic trails are overgrown and neglected, others have become 
regularly used, unmaintained “social trails.” One informal path on lot 216 follows Mulberry Creek to the spring. 
Another trail once connected the Hyde Farm and the Winifred and George Power House through the woodlands 
in the eastern boundary of the upland fields.10

Farm families typically used fences to keep animals in as well as out of farm fields. By the early twentieth century, 
the surviving fences at the Power-Hyde Farm were constructed using wooden or metal posts with barbed or 
mesh wire. Cobb County removed the majority of the fencing in spring of 2010 because of its poor condition. At 
the entrance to the property from the cul-de-sac end of Hyde Road, wooden posts support a large metal gate 
added to the property soon after J.C. Hyde, Jr’s death in 2004.

8 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report (Atlanta: Southeast Regional Office, 2012), 40-41, 45-46.
9 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 65-68; T. Stakely, Existing Conditions: North Fields, Sheet 4 of 4, Map, (Atlanta: 
National Park Service Southeastern Regional Office, 2008).
10 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 48-49.
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Waterways are important features of farm landscapes and were the source of water for the Powers in the 
nineteenth century before the current well was dug. Mulberry Creek, partially within the district, flows 
southeasterly through lot 216, also has a smaller branch flowing southwesterly through lots 216 and 222 in the 
wooded area west of the fields and farm buildings. The creek separated the back fields from the farm complex 
and created a small, fertile field in which Buck Hyde used to grow beans and tomatoes. In 1975, several sewer 
lines from adjoining subdivisions were installed that have adversely affected the creek. Outside the district, a 
spring is located in the northeastern quadrant of land lot 216 near Mulberry Creek. The Power and Hyde families 
used it as a natural water source for cooling household foods.11

The woodlands on the property are situated east and west of the core landscape and supplied fuel, livestock 
forage, and building materials for the Power-Hyde farm buildings. The Hyde family also used the woodlands to 
hunt small game. Currently the woodlands provide a barrier between the historic farm and the modern subdivision 
development. The woodlands along the Chattahoochee River are owned by the National Park Service and part 
of the Chattahoochee National Recreation Area. The Chattahoochee River is outside of the district but 
constitutes the historic eastern boarder of the Power-Hyde Farm property.

In 1976, J.C. and Buck Hyde built a trellis support on the nearest terrace southwest of the barn and planted the 
farm’s first Cowart muscadine, a cultivar of Vitis rotundifolia (photo 30). In subsequent years, he rooted cuttings 
and extended the trellis the length of the row. In the 1990s, James Gunther, a parttime farmer and friend of the 
Hydes, rooted another Cowart muscadine vine to run on the pasture fence west of the house driveway.

A utility line crosses the Power-Hyde Farm northeast to southwest near Hyde Road and provides electricity and 
telephone service to the farm and the Winifred and George Power House. The standard wood utility poles support 
a central line just west of the core landscape and are an important feature of the historic landscape due to their 
association with the evolution of the farm and home (photo 30).12

INTEGRITY
Following the restoration and stabilization of farm buildings in 2014-15, the Power-Hyde Farm Historic District is 
in good condition. The house, outbuildings, and landscape retain a significant degree of integrity in all seven 
aspects. All buildings and features retain integrity of location and no features have been moved, even during the 
disassembly of some structures for restoration great care was taken to reconstruct the buildings in the exact 
locations. The integrity of the rural farm setting is retained for the district as well thanks to the conservation 
easement of the entire Power-Hyde Farm property extending down to the Chattahoochee River. The buildings 
on the farm retain their original features including evidence of vernacular construction methods and design, 
original materials and the historic organic layout of the working farm and all its features. Therefore the district 
retains integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. These qualities considered together convey historic 
significance and address architectural features and characteristics that express time and place. The character 
and feeling of the farm remain much the same way the Power and Hyde families experienced it in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries.

11 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 40.
12 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 26; National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 
54.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark “X” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

exploration/settlement
X

agriculture
A Property is associated with events that have made 

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. architecture

landscape architecture
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past.

X

Period of Significance

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 1832 – 1972

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Significant Dates

1832 – Power family obtained the property

1920 – Hyde family purchases the propertyCriteria Considerations 
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

2004 – J.C. Hyde, Jr., last resident, dies
A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 

purposes.

B removed from its original location.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked at left.)

N/A
C A birthplace or grave.

D A cemetery.

Cultural Affiliation
X

N/A
E A reconstructed buildings, object, or structure.

F A commemorative property.

Architect/Builder

N/A
G Less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The Period of Significance begins with the founding of Cobb County and division of Land Lots in 1832 and ends 
in 1973, the end of the historic period, to reflect the continuation of farming on the property. 
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
The Power-Hyde Farm Historic District has been substantially reconstructed during a 2014-15 restoration project 
and is therefore eligible with Criteria Consideration E. 

The buildings of the Power-Hyde Farm complex suffered significant deterioration after J.C. Hyde, Jr.’s passing 
and as final ownership of the site was settled, to the extent that a number of outbuildings had fallen in on 
themselves. Extensive research and documentation efforts resulted in the Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape 
Report, the Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, and the Hyde Farm Outbuildings Historic 
Structure Report, documents which would guide the restoration master plan. In 2013 Cobb County issued a 
Request for Qualifications for a contractor for the rehabilitation of the house and outbuildings, emphasizing the 
need for adherence to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and the 
explicit goal to restore the complex to a working farm while preserving the historic buildings and allowing public 
access for educational purposes. A final team was assembled that included an architect, structural engineer, 
farming consultant and others to develop specifications and a plan for the property. Once the final design and 
planning effort was complete, Cobb County hired Leatherwood, Inc. and PBG Builders, Inc. as contractors for 
the rehabilitation of the Power-Hyde House and restoration of the farm outbuildings. Work began on August 14, 
2014, and was completed June 30, 2015. 

It is unknown exactly what percentage of original fabric remains as it varies by building, but every effort was 
made to reuse as much of the original fabric as possible. The contractor estimates the grouping of outbuildings 
around the house (barn, corn crib, tool shed, gear house, truck shed, etc.) to have approximately 80% original 
fabric and 20% replacement materials. The chicken houses and goat house had more material that was in poor 
condition and could not be reused. The north chicken house had more original material that could be reused, 
specifically the support material, compared to the other chicken house, brood house, and goat house. Materials 
were cataloged and reaffixed as they existed historically. As each building was taken down, the materials were 
measured, labeled, and cataloged. Dimensions were taken of various aspects of the building in order to ensure 
original pieces went back to their original locations, as well as original spacing of materials and supports were 
replicated. If a piece of material could be reused, it was placed back in the same spot and manner as it was 
before being removed. 

Every effort was made to use replacement materials that matched in size and appearance. Reclaimed vintage 
materials were utilized when possible. Vintage materials were obtained specifically for the work at Hyde Farm, 
with the goal to even match the sizes and wood species (pine and oak). Any original material that could be 
reused was utilized, including exterior siding, rafters, support items, foundation stones, etc. When replacements 
were necessary, vintage material was used. New material was used only where it would not be visible (as in 
underlying structural elements) or, if visible, material was given a patina to match the character of the buildings, 
as is the case with the sheet metal roofing, which was acid washed so that the buildings would not look new. 

The Power-Hyde Farm is one of the last working farms in Cobb County, Georgia, which has been one of the 
fastest growing counties in Metropolitan Atlanta region. Other farmsteads constructed by early white settlers in 
Cobb County include the reconstructed c.1836 Kolb Farmhouse at Kennesaw Mountain Battlefield Park and the 
c.1845 George A. Power house just south of the Power-Hyde Farm and listed on the National Register in 2001. 
Nearby, in Fulton County, the c.1835 Hembree Farmhouse was moved from its original location to accommodate 
suburban residential development which now surrounds it. None of these historic properties retain the level of 
historic and architectural integrity of the Power-Hyde Farm and the association of a farmstead with house, 
outbuildings, and landscape/fields that was in continual use from the early 19th century to today that exists at the 
Power-Hyde Farm. A similar farmstead and landscape in nearby Paulding County, the Fannin-Cooper Farm, 
dates to the 1880s. The Fannin-Cooper Farm is still in use under private ownership and was listed on the National 
Register in 2012.
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The survival of this property amidst the rapid expansion of urban development in the area is extremely rare and 
is owed to the early recognition for the need for conservation of this historic farming landscape by the Hyde 
family and others. Although all elements of the Power-Hyde Farm have undergone a significant restoration 
including some reconstruction, the work was accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a 
dignified manner as part of a formal restoration master plan and the property remains eligible for listing as the 
sole remaining example of a farm complex of this type with homestead and outbuildings.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria.) 

The Power-Hyde Farm Historic District is significant under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A and C 
at the state and local levels of significance. The property has statewide significance under Criterion A in the area 
of exploration/settlement for its association with the Power family who were early white settlers of Cobb County 
and in the area of agriculture as an antebellum farmstead established with free labor and an excellent example 
of a continuum of small scale, Cobb County-area agricultural practices from 1832 through 1973. The district also 
meets Criterion C in the area of architecture for the excellent collection of vernacular farm buildings, including 
the main house, and in the area of landscape architecture as an example of the “landscape of work” as defined 
Georgia’s Living Places: Historic Houses in their Landscaped Settings and in Georgia’s statewide agricultural 
context Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage. The landscape of work is seen in the 
arrangement of the farmhouse, specialized outbuildings, and field patterns significant to settlement and farming 
in the Georgia Piedmont from 1832 to 1973. 

While there are historic farmhouses and farmsteads remaining in Cobb County, there are no other farms that 
have the significance of the Power-Hyde Farm. The property is unique in Cobb County in that it not only retains 
the farmhouse, but also a complete set of associated outbuildings, the original landscape and terraced 
agricultural fields. Established c.1840 by the Power family, the farm tells the story of the early white settlers in 
the area, and the Power-Hyde house includes the oldest intact single-pen log structure at its original site 
remaining in Cobb County. The survival of this farmstead is especially significant in East Cobb along the 
Chattahoochee River, where the farm has been under severe development pressure since the 1970s.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

EXPLORATION / SETTLEMENT
The Power-Hyde Farm Historic District meets National Register of Historic Places Criterion A in the area of 
exploration/settlement for its association with the Power family who were among the earliest white settlers in 
Cobb County following the Land Lottery of 1832 and the forced removal of the Cherokee. Construction of the log 
house at the core of Hyde Farm is attributed to James Cooper “Jim” Power, the son of Joseph and Isabella 
Ballew Power who were among the early settlers in DeKalb County and moved their family across the river to 
Cobb County shortly after the forced removal of the Cherokee opened up that county to white settlement with 
the Land Lottery of 1832. Jim Power and his wife, Rosa Dodds Austin, began farming what is now Hyde Farm 
in the 1840s and continued into the late nineteenth century.13

The first white inhabitants in Cobb County were traders and prospectors who moved through the county in the 
1820s. These pioneers seldom created permanent settlements or left much development behind them. In the 
1830s, when the county was carved from the Cherokee lands of Georgia, the permanent settlers moved in, 

13 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 2.
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usually just one step behind the land speculators. These settlers, of English, Scots-Irish, and occasionally 
German descent, came from two migratory sources. They originated from the Great Pennsylvania Wagon Route 
which ran from the middle states through Virginia and the Carolinas into Georgia and Tennessee. Most of North 
Georgia was settled by first- or second-generation migrants along this route. The other source of population was 
the coastal areas of South Carolina and Georgia, directly up the rivers and later by railroad. These settlers moved 
wherever the land was cheap and fertile, and then moved on when the soils were exhausted. They farmed, intent 
on subsisting, not on building centers or culture or commerce. 

European-American families who migrated from the Pennsylvania route ended up in North Georgia (the upper 
Piedmont region of Georgia) in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. White settlers moved further 
west as new lands opened up. In the early 1820s, settlers on the borders of the Cherokee Territory (i.e. on the 
eastern banks of the Chattahoochee River) would frequently cross the Chattahoochee River into Cherokee 
territory to hunt and plant their crops on the fertile river beds. During this period, and earlier, Georgia's leaders 
and residents lobbied the Federal government to remove the Cherokee from the state. After the forced removal 
of the Cherokee from northwest Georgia in 1832, Cobb County officially became part of the State of Georgia and 
settlers began to take possession of land distributed through the 1832 Land Lottery. 

The land lotteries tended to spread out the population and the settlers scattered over the countryside on their 
full or partial lots. This settlement pattern produced small, isolated farm sites scattered randomly over the land, 
some near roadways and trails, and some not. In most instances, the farms came first and then the roads. Thus, 
small farms like the Powers-Hyde Farm are indicative of early settlement patterns in Cobb County. When settling 
new land, families would live in temporary structures while permanent log homes were built. Often, extended 
family or neighbors would help each other build their homes. Early settlers gradually added barns and other 
buildings to support farming practices as they were needed.14

A farmstead of this period would have consisted of a small clearing for the house and outbuildings, with marker 
trees and close by kitchen gardens, fenced-in fields, and woodlands. The home would have at first been a crudely 
built log house with hand-hewn, probably squared logs. The larger the farm, the more dwellings and outbuildings 
and the more sizeable the fields; however, the components were alike. The grounds around the house and 
outbuildings would have little or no landscaping. There were no lawns, foundation plantings, and at first few 
ornamental plants.15

The land these initial settlers found in Cobb County was fertile especially the lands along the bottomlands of the 
Chattahoochee, which were estimated to be worth more than twice as much as any other lands, upland or creek 
bottoms, in the county. According to gazetteer writer George White, who in 1849 published Statistics of Georgia, 
Cobb County offered the settlers an excellent opportunity to grow corn, wheat, and cotton successfully.

The Power family followed the same path as these other settlers. Immigrants from Ireland, John and Sarah 
Power first settled in Pennsylvania, but later migrated to South Carolina. After the War of 1812, John Power’s 
sons Joseph, Thomas, John, and James made their way into to North Georgia, and on December 8, 1826, 
Joseph Power purchased Land Lot 83 along the Chattahoochee River in the 17th district of DeKalb (today Fulton 
County), the location of nearby Morgan Fall Park today. Here they raised their eight children, farmed, and 
operated a ferry across the Chattahoochee River. There is no evidence of Joseph Power having been awarded 
any properties in the 1832 Land Lottery but throughout the 1830s, Joseph Power purchased land in Cobb County. 
By 1840, he and his wife, Isabella Bellew, had moved with some of their family to the Cobb County side of the 
river, leaving Land Lot 83 and the ferry operation in the hands of his son William Power.16 As their other sons 

14 Sarah Blackwell Gober Temple, The First Hundred Years: A Short History of Cobb County, in Georgia (Atlanta: Walter W. Brown Publishing Company, 
1935), 18.
15 Darlene Roth, Architecture, Archaeology, and Landscapes: Resources for Historic Preservation in Unincorporated Cobb County, (Cobb County 
Historic Preservation Commission, Marietta, Georgia), 14.
16 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 15-16.
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James (Jim), George, and Pinkney Power, married and started families of their own, they built their own houses 
and farmsteads. Jim Power and his wife Rosa Dodds Austin built the single-pen log house at the core of the 
Power-Hyde Farm around 1840, and his brother George A. Power and his wife built lived and farmed land just 
south of the Power-Hyde Farm where the George A. Power, listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
2001, is extant.

AGRICULTURE
The Power-Hyde Farm meets National Register of Historic Places Criterion A in the area of agriculture as an 
exceptional example of conservative agricultural practices in the upland piedmont region of Georgia and during 
the periods 1865-1920 and 1920-1950 which saw the introduction of progressive farming techniques and the 
“birth of successful agricultural diversity.”17 Thanks in large part to the economy of the Hydes, and the necessary 
retreat into conservative methods of farming, the farm today reflects an intact agricultural landscape established 
by the Powers in the 19th century and retained throughout the Hyde family ownership. Located on high ground 
in the Georgia Piedmont, the landscape reflects that of the nearby Georgia mountain regions where farming 
landscapes are characterized by multiple discontiguous smaller fields. 

The Postbellum Era (1865-1920) “saw the introduction of progressive farming techniques as farmers and 
planters began to recognize the devastating effects that erosion had on piedmont agricultural properties.” Crop 
rotation and terracing, as seen at the Power-Hyde Farm, appeared in this era as agriculturalists shifted their 
focus to the long-term health and productivity of their properties.18

Like most nineteenth-century Georgia farmers, Piedmont families like the Powers grew cotton, a trend which 
continued until the economic panic of 1873 when cotton prices crashed. Low cotton prices continued to plague 
Georgia farmers through the remainder of the century, dropping to less than five cents per pound in 1898.19 
During this depression, farmers diversified their crops to combat the low cotton prices. At the turn-of-the-twentieth 
century, the price of cotton rebounded, only to face the arrival of the boll weevil in 1913.20 Many families stopped 
growing cotton by the 1920s. The mechanization of cotton production and harvesting west of the Mississippi 
reduced the need for cotton and many small family farms abandoned it entirely. Mechanization created a new 
phase in farming in Georgia. Corporate farms arose and the mechanized farming practices devastated small 
farms. The farmers who survived this change were forced to abandon cotton and find new ways to sustain their 
farms.21 

The answer to the cotton problem in Georgia was diversification and the time period 1920-1950, is characterized 
in Georgia by efforts to diversify Georgia’s agricultural production through crop diversification, soil management, 
and federal incentives to encourage farmers to leave land fallow. This resulted in changes to the agrarian 
landscape as well as structure, and the re-use of buildings for alternative tasks resulted in modifications to farm 
outbuildings during this period.22 Many farmers began to grow a variety of fruits and vegetables that they would 
in turn sell at local farmers markets or on truck routes, a practice known as truck farming. Truck farmers sold 
watermelons, lima beans, snap beans, cabbage, cantaloupe, cucumbers, lettuce, onions,  tomatoes, English 
peas, and Irish potatoes as well as meat products, including beef, pork, and eggs. In 1915, 25,000 truck farmers 
in Georgia took their product to the market and by 1945 that figure grew to 1,490,000.23 

17 Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage – a Context. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2001, 55-56.
18 Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage – a Context. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2001, 55-56.
19 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 20.
20 Willard Range, A Century of Georgia Agriculture 1850-1950 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1954), 173.
21 Jack Temple Kirby, Rural Worlds Lost: The American South 1920- 1960 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, 1987), 13-14; Willard Range, A 
Century of Georgia Agriculture 1850-1950 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1954), 175.
22 Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage – a Context. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2001, 55.
23 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 20.
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After acquiring the property in 1920, the Hyde family continued to grow cotton as a cash crop on a limited basis 
through the 1920s while simultaneously diversifying. In 1921, the Hyde family began making and selling charcoal 
as well as developing livestock sales and truck farming crops. The diversification into vegetable, egg, charcoal, 
and beef production allowed the Hyde family to sustain the farm without the need of crop allotments or 
government subsidy programs. The Hyde family practiced crop rotation, to help build or maintain soil nutrients 
and allowed some fields to rest while others were active. They reserved the field directly northeast and closest 
to the house for okra because it needed frequent attention during harvest. In the second half of the twentieth 
century, they turned to sweet potatoes as a cash crop. They sold corn, beans, peas, sweet potatoes, watermelon, 
potatoes, okra, and beef. The Hyde family established truck routes throughout the county and also sold their 
products at local farmers markets in Atlanta and Marietta. 

After the Hyde family abandoned cotton production in the 1920s, they used the bottomlands to raise beef cattle 
until the 1930s. In addition to the beef cattle, the Hyde family also kept a milk cow, mules, hogs, chickens, and 
goats. They kept the milk cows and mules in various pastures and the hogs in a penned area east of the barn 
(not extant).24 

As part of their truck farming operations, the Hyde family began to produce and sell eggs. They constructed what 
is today the “goat house” as the original brood house and the northern chicken house in the late 1920s. In the 
1930s, the family added a second chicken house to keep up with the growing demands for eggs due to the 
population boom in Cobb County.25 

The Hyde family continued many nineteenth-century farming practices throughout the twentieth century. Two 
tractors were purchased, one in 1945 and the other in 1951 which they used to prepare all the fields for planting 
and to carry tools and supplies to the fields as needed. They continued to work with mules and mule-drawn 
equipment to lay off rows, plant seeds, and cultivate the crops, particularly on the terraced land because of the 
short rows and sharp turns. J.C. Hyde Jr. last plowed the land, with some assistance, in 2003.26

The uses of the agricultural buildings at the Power-Hyde Farms changed over the years to meet the family's 
needs. When the Hyde family purchased the property in 1920, the farm featured the original single-pen log 
house, a well house, a tool shed, a gear house, a corn crib, and the transverse crib barn, but only the single-pen 
log house existed before the Civil War. Recycled materials in existing buildings suggest that there were other 
pre-Civil War buildings on the farm.27 From the 1920s to the 1940s, the Hydes added buildings to support their 
changing agricultural needs, including brood and chicken houses and a truck shelter with corn crib. They also 
changed the uses of the farm buildings as their agricultural practices evolved. 

Tenant Farming
Another agricultural trend in the 1865-1920 period that touched the Power-Hyde Farm was tenant farming. 
Tenant farming and sharecropping increased in Georgia after the Civil War. In 1900, 56 percent of Cobb County 
farmers rented their land and by 1930 the number rose to 62 percent.28 Sharecroppers rented land, tools, 
livestock, and anything else necessary for planting from the landowner in exchange for a percentage of their 
crops at the end of the season. Tenant farmers rented their land, but often supplied their own equipment, mules, 
and often fertilizer. At the end of a planting season, tenants paid the landowner with a percentage of crops.29 

24 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 32, 54.
25 Census data shows a population increase in Cobb County from 3 8,272 in 1940 to 61,830 in 1950. This increase coincides with an increase in egg 
production in Cobb County from 343,651 in 1940 to 522,097 in 1945; U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Agriculture, 1945 (Washington D.C. : U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1947); U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Agriculture, 1940 (Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1942); 
U.S. Census Bureau, "USA Counties," http://censtats.census.gov/cgi-bin/usac/usatable.pl (accessed June 27, 2013).
26 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 28-29.
27 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Outbuildings Historic Structure Report (Atlanta: Southeast Regional Office, 2012), 16, 26; National Park Service, 
Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 22.
28 Tom Scott, Cobb County, Georgia, and the Origins of the Suburban South: A Twentieth-Century History (Marietta, Cobb Landmarks and Historical 
Society, Inc., 2003), 54.
29 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 21.
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Some farmers found opportunity for upward mobility, but in most cases, the cost of renting prevented the lower 
classes from attaining enough money to allow them to buy their own land. After renters paid their portion of the 
crop to the landowner and the merchants to whom they were indebted, and then fed their families, there was not 
much left for profit. This cycle of debt greatly expanded the class of landless farmers in the South after the Civil 
War and through the early twentieth century. During World War I, however, rebounding crop production, 
increased agricultural demand, and labor shortages caused by the war allowed some farmers to accumulate 
enough money to purchase farms of their own.30

From 1874 through the late 19th century, James Alexander Hyde tenant farmed on the Power property. Farming 
at one point or another for each of the brothers, Jim, George, and Pinkney Power, including on the Power-Hyde 
Farm, working for one-fourth of the cotton and one-third of the corn he produced.31 His son, Jesse Clifford Hyde, 
also rented land from George Power, until 1911 when he was able to buy property of his own near Powder 
Springs.

ARCHITECTURE
The Power-Hyde Farm Historic District is eligible for listing under Criterion C in the area of architecture for its 
exceptional collection of vernacular building types built by Georgia farmers from the mid-nineteenth century 
through the early-twentieth century. The house, barn, and outbuildings at the Power-Hyde Farm illustrate the 
progression of building and agricultural practices in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The 
farmhouse is additionally significant as an excellent example of a single-pen log house with its chimney, logs, 
and historic additions and alterations. Such early architecture is rare in Georgia. 

The original house which is retained at the core of the existing Power-Hyde House dates to the 1840s and is a 
one-and-a-half story single pen log house with an exterior gable-end stone chimney. According to Georgia’s 
Living Places, this was a typical house type for Piedmont Georgia farms in the mid-nineteenth century and due 
to its small size, the single-pen house was usually enlarged with additions, as with the Power-Hyde house, with 
few existing in their original form.32 A board partition divides the interior into two rooms, a typical alteration of this 
house type. The attic end gables were constructed of mortise and tenon joinery, and the rafters were butted 
together and nailed. Early photographs reveal that the north side served as the front entrance and had a full-
length front porch which was eventually enclosed on either side of the front door (Figure 7). 33 The shed addition 
on the north side today has the same footprint and similar form as the nineteenth century porch.

Soon after the Hyde family purchased the property in 1920, they constructed two frame additions to the house. 
The sitting room was a one-room lateral addition with a stone exterior chimney, constructed in 1925 and in 1927 
they added a kitchen off the south side of the 1925 sitting room. The 1996 addition has the same footprint 
massing as the nineteenth century porch, it is covered with similar weatherboard siding much like that historic 
porch and so does not detract from the overall integrity of the house on the exterior. This and the rear porch with 
ramp access are the only non-historic additions to the house.

Several outbuildings at the Power-Hyde Farm are examples of common types of farm building architecture 
recognized in the statewide agricultural heritage context, Tilling the Earth. In addition to the log section of the 
house, four buildings remain from the Power occupancy in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century: the 
barn, old corn crib, gear house, and tool shed.34

30 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 21.
31 National Park Service, Cultural Landscapes Inventory: Hyde Farm, Chattahoochee Recreation Area, 2011, 31.
32 Georgia’s Living Places: House Types in Georgia, Historic Preservation Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 3.
33 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 8, 24, 50, 55-61.
34 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Outbuildings Historic Structure Report, 16, 26; National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 22.
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The old corn crib is not a true corn crib but an example of a single crib barn that was later adapted for use as a 
corn crib as was typical of the turn-of-the-century. It was one of the outbuildings present when the Hydes acquired 
the property in 1920. It is made of mortise and tenon joinery and contains hewn as well as circle-sawn timber. 
Most likely, this building was constructed after the Civil War with materials from earlier, antebellum structures on 
the farm.

The big barn, constructed in the late nineteenth century, is an example of a frame transverse crib barn with shed 
additions (by the Hydes) along both side elevations. A crib refers to one enclosed unit of space. The transverse 
crib barn is very common in Georgia and always has its entrance in the gable end. It consists of three or more 
adjacent cribs on either side of a wide passage. Because they are relatively large, transverse crib barns 
commonly have a hayloft under the roof and side shed additions, as at the Power-Hyde Farm.35

The tool shed and the gear house next to it were also present when the Hydes came in 1920 and represent a 
type of building with a long history. Henry Glassie, a leading authority on vernacular architecture, described the 
type in his study of material folk culture in the eastern United States. It is, he wrote:

. . . a distinctive building form, typified by a rectangular floor plan, a door in one gable end, and a gable 
roof which projected forward over the door. [It] was carried across Europe as a part of the neolithic 
complex, and continued to be employed commonly into the Iron Age on much of the Continent. . . . 
Settlers from the Continent introduced this form into America where it is found in upstate New York, and 
from Pennsylvania west and especially southward.36

Built in the 1940s by the Hydes, the truck shelter and corn crib is an example of a side drive crib barn. The 
building is nearly square in plan with a front-facing gabled roof. The corn crib and loft is in the northern half of 
the structure and features a drop down hinged door for loading the corn crib from the sheltered drive on the south 
half of the building. Air must circulate in a corn crib in order to allow the feed corn to dry slowly and prevent the 
growth of mold and mildew, therefore many corn cribs, like the one attached to a truck shelter at the Power-Hyde 
Farm, are small and narrow, set off the grown by stone piers and featuring slated walls for more ventilation.

Chickens were often allowed to wander at will, but as poultry and eggs became more important, nineteenth 
century farmers began to provide shelter in old sheds or poorly ventilated frame structure to protect the chickens 
from predators and the weather. Chicken house construction became more standardized in the twentieth century 
and included more open structures with a row of south-facing windows or screened openings to take advantage 
of the sunlight.37 The north and south chicken houses at the Power-Hyde Farm are typical of early twentieth 
century chicken houses found throughout the south.

The Hyde family were very utilitarian in their approach to building maintenance which was reflective of the 
economy of agriculture and values of the Hydes. As noted in the Hyde Farm Outbuildings Historic Structures 
Report, they appear never to have made an alteration simply for the sake of appearance, making functional and 
necessary repairs and always with a “make-do” quality that is a significant part of the buildings’ historic character. 
These “make-do” aspects were preserved and reincorporated into the structures during the restoration.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
Lastly, the Power-Hyde Farm meets National Register for Historic Places Criterion C in the area of landscape 
architecture at the state level of significance as an excellent intact example of the “landscape of work” due to its 
arrangement of farmhouse, specialized outbuildings, and field patterns which are significant to the settlement 

35 Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage – a Context. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2001, 70-71
36 Henry Glassie, Pattern in the Material Folk Culture of the Eastern United States, 8-9; National Park Service, Hyde Farm Outbuildings Historic 
Structure Report (Atlanta: Southeast Regional Office, 2012), 37-38.
37 Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage – a Context. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2001, 77
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and farming in the Piedmont region of Georgia. “Landscape of work” is an identified rural landscape defined in 
Georgia’s Living Places: Historic Houses in their Landscaped Settings and in Georgia’s statewide context Tilling 
the Earth. The landscape of work is a functional form occurring primarily in rural-agricultural settings designed 
to meet everyday needs while bringing a sense of efficiency, order, and neatness to the working environment.38 
According to Georgia’s Living Places,

Major components include a farmhouse, outbuildings, outdoor activity areas, a well, a small "kitchen 
garden" in a side or rear yard, agricultural fields and woodlots, and sometimes a small grove of fruit or 
nut trees. These components are linked by networks of paths, fences, and functional sight lines. 
Everything is arranged according to a simple, practical, but not always rigid geometry of straight lines 
and rectangles. There is often a straight path, unpaved, through the front yard from the road to the front 
door; this path frequently "extends" through the central hallway of the farmhouse to a rear porch and the 
back yard. Porches, both front and rear, and trees in the front and back yards provide shade for the house 
and outdoor activities.39

The Power-Hyde Farm exhibits the important elements of a historic farmstead including terracing, fence rows, 
paths, and drives. These elements are informal and organic in their design, with placement and layout of 
buildings based on convenience as much as topography which clearly defines the arrangement of terraced fields, 
drives, and fencerows. In addition, the layout of the Power-Hyde Farm exhibits all six aspects of farm settlement 
plans identified in a study of farmsteads near the Savannah River in northeastern Georgia and northwest South 
Carolina:

• The cluster of Power-Hyde Farm buildings are situated on a hilltop and exhibit the “random clustering of 
domestic and service occupations” based on convenience.

• Individual buildings have separate functions
• Dwelling, well, privy, storage shed and chicken houses are closely placed to be convenient to the house 

as they are associated with household activities.
• Barns, larger animal pens, forges and other male activity areas are at a slightly further distance from the 

dwelling cluster. At the Power-Hyde Farm, these clusters are closely related and yet a division is certainly 
seen as the barn, truck shelter and tool/gear sheds are clustered to the south while the chicken and brood 
houses are scattered in a field northwest of the house.

• The house faces the path of human approach and has long been well-shaded by trees.
• Fields are irregularly arranged and follow the natural topography. They are situated to make the best use 

of available lands.

Important landscape features contribute to the farm's integrity. Hyde Road is a historic road and today is a county 
maintained road that ends at the paved cul-de-sac at the mailboxes and gated entrance to the core of the Power-
Hyde Farm. The Power-Hyde Farm includes a network of unpaved drives. The main entry drive leads south from 
the paved Hyde Road around the west side of the house toward the barn. A private lane continues to the adjoining 
property of the historic Winifred and George Power House. In the 1940s, the Hydes rerouted a section of this 
dirt road northwest to be further away from their home and buildings. The path of the old wagon road that leads 
to the bottomland fields and the Chattahoochee River remains unchanged except where it leaves the northeast 
side of the paved Hyde Road at the cul-de-sac. Portions of the unpaved drive leading to the backfields on Lot 
216 are still evident and in use.40

The Power-Hyde Farm included fences made of wooden and metal posts and wire to separate the farm into 
fields and pastures. In the 1980s, most of the wire was replaced by Roho Gunter and in spring 2010 the fences 

38 Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage – a Context. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 2001, 62
39 Georgia’s Living Places: Historic Houses in their Landscaped Settings
40 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 49.
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were removed. In 2020, Cobb County installed a split rail fence running east and west of the metal gate at the 
driveway entrance onto the Hyde Road cul-de-sac.

The farm has two wire trellises which support muscadine vines, one is located southwest of the barn bordering 
the field and, in the 1990s, another trellis was added northeast of the Power-Hyde house. A planting bed used 
to start sweet potatoes before transplanting them to the larger field is located near the southern trellis.

The vernacular architecture and rural farm landscapes that were once commonly found throughout the Georgia 
Piedmont during the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries are now rare in the metropolitan Atlanta region 
due to the rapid growth of the area in the post-World War II era. Now, suburbs filled with planned developments 
such as shopping centers and subdivisions have replaced the rural agricultural landscape. The number of farms 
has dropped dramatically since World War II. The 1945 United States Census of Agriculture reported 2,614 
farms in Cobb County, but the number dropped to 684 in 1964 and then to 373 in 1969. According to the most 
recent census of agriculture, for 2017, Cobb County contains only 116 farms.41

______________________________________________________________________________________
Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

The Power Family
John Power, born c.1740 in Ireland, migrated to America in 1761 and settled in Pennsylvania where he married 
Rachel Duvall that same year, they had three children before Rachel died in 1774 or 1775. With his second wife, 
Sarah Woodall, John Power had at least seven more children and relocated to South Carolina. Joseph Power, 
their third son, was born in 1780 in Laurens County, South Carolina. Joseph Power married Isabella Ballew 
around 1812 and their first child, James Cooper (Jim) Power, was born June 12, 1814. Shortly thereafter, the 
family, along with Joseph’s brother Thomas, John, and James, soon moved to Franklin County in North Georgia, 
and from there on to the newly formed DeKalb County in the 1820s. On December 8, 1826, Joseph Power, 
purchased Land Lot 83 along the Chattahoochee River in the 17th district of DeKalb County. This property, was 
high ground in a bend of the river just above the Morgan Falls Dam today and just northeast of the Power-Hyde 
Farm. He and Isabella would raise their eight children, farm, and operate a ferry across the Chattahoochee at 
this location.42 According to stories from the Hyde and Power families, the Power sons and the Cherokee boys 
got together socially to hunt and have wrestling matches in what is now the Power-Hyde Farm. In later years, 
James Cooper Power would say to the Hydes, “it wasn’t right what was done to the Indians, you know it wasn’t.”43

After the forced Cherokee removal west of the Chattahoochee, the Land Lottery of 1832 divided the newly formed 
Cobb County into approximately 40-acre land lots and settlers began to flood into Cobb County from other parts 
of the state. Many of Cobb County's new residents came across the Chattahoochee River to settle the lands that 
they were already farming prior to Cherokee removal, however, it is unknown if this was the case with the Powers 

41 A “farm,” for Census purposes, is all the land on which some agricultural operations are performed by one person, either by his own labor alone or 
with the assistance of members of his household, or hired employees. The land operated by a partnership is likewise considered a farm. A farm may 
consist of a single tract of land, or a number or separate tracts, and the several tracts may be held under different tenures, as when one tract is owned 
by the farmer and another tract is rented by him. When a landowner has one or more tenants, renters, croppers, or managers, the land operated by each 
is considered a separate farm. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Agriculture, 1945 (Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1947), 24; 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Agriculture, 1964 (Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1967), 277; U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Census of Agriculture, 1969 (Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1972), 301; U.S. Department of Agriculture, Census of Agriculture, 
2017, online resource retrieved from www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus, August 20, 2022.
42 National Park Service, Cultural Landscapes Inventory 2011: Hyde Farm, Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area.
43 Interview with Morning Washburn
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at the Power-Hyde Farm. During this early period in Cobb County's history, land ownership changed frequently, 
allowing people to acquire large tracts of land for farming. Prior to the Civil War, a large portion of the population 
in Cobb County were listed as farmers in the Federal Manuscript Census. 

Joseph Power was not a lottery winner in the 1832 Land Lottery, but lands were frequently traded for or bought 
from lottery winners during this period to build land holdings.44 Throughout the 1830s Joseph Power accumulated 
land lots in Cobb County, and by the time of the 1840 census most of the Joseph Power family had moved across 
the Chattahoochee to farm. Joseph Power gave his son, William H. Power, the DeKalb County land lot 83 to 
continue ferry operations across the river. Joseph Power’s other sons Jim Power, George Abner Power, and 
Pinkney Joseph Power helped their father farm in the newly established county. As Joseph and Isabella’s 
children married and settled nearby on land that, according to family tradition, was given to them by their father.45 
Jim Power is credited with building the Power-Hyde House on land lot 221, meanwhile George and Pinkney 
Power built similar houses on adjacent properties. 

George A. Power, constructed a house on land lot 217 immediately southwest of land lot 221. The George A. 
Power House (extant) was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2001 and is now owned by Cobb 
Landmarks and Historical Society.46 George married Winifred Copeland in January 1843, and they raised twelve 
children on what ultimately became a 320-acre farm south of Jim Power’s farm. Winifred and George Power 
continued to reside on their farm until their deaths (in 1898 and 1914 respectively) and the George Power farm 
was inherited by their remaining children. 

Jim Power married Rosa Dodds Austin (1812-1894) around 1840 and likely built the Power-Hyde House shortly 
after as their first child was born in December 1840. In 1848, Jim Power purchased land lots 211, 221, and 226 
from his father, Joseph Power, for $200. In 1868, Jim Power purchased the southern half of Land Lot 222 from 
his brother Pinkney Power. It is not apparent through research when Jim Power acquired land lots 216 and 282, 
but after his death these lots were part of the estate.47 When Jim Power died intestate (without a will) in 1901, 
his property included all or parts of Land Lot 159, 160, 211, 212, 216, 221, 222, 225, 226, and 282 (see Figure 
5). This property was auctioned as part of the estate settlement. Land lots 216, 221, 222, and 282, encompassing 
what came to be the farm property today, were purchased by his grandson James Pearce Power on July 5, 
1906, who then, on October 29, 1906, conveyed the farm to his father William Reynolds Power, a fairly prominent 
citizen of Marietta in the late nineteenth century. Other pieces of Jim Power’s estate were purchased by his 
children Henry C. Power and Emily Bellah.  

The property continued to be farmed and it was during this period, around 1910, that the large transverse crib 
barn was constructed. In 1913, William Reynolds Power mortgaged the property to the First National Bank of 
Marietta for $1,500 and at William Power's death in 1919, the bank seized the property to settle the debt.48 This 
led to the Hyde ownership when Jesse Clifford Hyde purchased the farm at auction in January of 1920.

The Hyde Family
The Hyde Family, second owners of the Power-Hyde Farm, followed similar migration patterns at slightly later 
dates. James Alexander Hyde was born in 1847 to James N. and Hannah Hyde in South Carolina. Shortly after 
the Civil War, during Reconstruction, the Hydes began working their way from South Carolina with the intention 

44 The Winifred and George Abner Power family donated the original land lottery tickets/deeds for their land lots 154, 217, 220, 153,  and 218 to Cobb 
Landmarks in 2009.
45 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Outbuildings Historic Structure Report, 13-14; map showing multiple Power family homesteads in the 1860s, see 
Figure 6.
46 “George Power House,” National Register nomination, listed 2001.
47 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 11-12, 15, 105; National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic 
Structure Report, 13, 19; Many land records were lost when the Cobb County Courthouse burned during the Civil War.
48 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 105.
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of settling in Alabama.49 By 1868, the family had migrated to Franklin County, Georgia, and in 1874, James 
Alexander Hyde, who had married Carrie Stevens in 1871, moved to Cobb County, where they worked as tenant 
farmers for Jim Power on the present Power-Hyde Farm and elsewhere in the Mt. Bethel area.50 Carrie and 
James Alexander's son, Jesse Clifford Hyde also worked as a tenant farmer in the area. In 1903 Jesse Hyde 
married Lela Wallace and they live and worked on nearby farms, renting a house at one point west of Johnson 
Ferry Road and in sight of the ferry crossing. In 1911 Jesse Hyde and his older brother Robert (Bob) purchased 
farms in southwestern Cobb County near Powder Springs. Their father contributed financially to their purchase 
and lived with Bob, his wife Mary, and their children for the rest of his life.

On January 2, 1920, Jesse Clifford Hyde bought James Cooper Power's farm at auction from the First National 
Bank of Marietta at auction on the courthouse steps beginning the Hyde ownership.51 That property, consisting 
of Land Lots 216, 221, the southern half of Land Lot 222, and fractional lots 282 and 284, is the combined 
property now known as the Power-Hyde Farm. When the Hyde family purchased the property in 1920, the farm 
featured the original single-pen log house (with additions that are not extant), a well house, a tool shed, a gear 
house, a corn crib, and the transverse crib barn. These outbuildings all dated to the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. 
 
The Hyde family practiced a broad range of agriculture. During the 1920s and 1930s, the family sold their farm 
products in Atlanta and Marietta markets and neighborhoods. The Hydes continued farming through World War 
II with brothers Buck and J.C. driving the truck for deliveries, supplies and sales. In the mid-1950s, Lela and 
Jesse Clifford Hyde, Sr. gave the farm to Buck and J.C. in joint ownership. The four daughters, Pearl, Maglee, 
Gladys, and Rosalee had all married and were raising families elsewhere although they maintained a close 
connection to their family and the farm. Jesse Clifford Hyde, Sr. lived on the Power-Hyde Farm until his death 
on April 15, 1972. Buck and J.C. Hyde Jr. never married and continued to operate the farm much as it had been 
throughout their lives. Although they did use a tractor for farm work, the terraced fields continued to be cultivated 
with a mule drawn plow (Figure 9).

Historical Development of the Power-Hyde House
James Cooper and Rosa Dodd Austin Power likely built the single-pen house around 1840. Construction 
methods using half-dovetailed log construction are typical of this region. The logs for the walls were most likely 
cut from the site, and were split in half and flattened on the outside producing a trapezoidal shape. For sawn 
lumber, logs were likely taken to a local sawmill. Board-and-batten siding originally covered the exterior of the 
log pen with clapboards gable ends. The clapboards that remain on the eastern gable likely dates to this initial 
construction. The Power family added vertical board and batten siding to along the southern wall and eastern 
wall up to the loft floor by 1860.52 New siding was installed during the 1920s, when the Hyde family remodeled 
the home.

The log house had a front porch. The original full-length, shed-roof front porch along the north side of the house 
had an open central bay with a small wood-framed room on either side. Although the original intent of these 
porch rooms is unknown, many families used these for travelers or for additional work or sleeping space. Each 
year, from the 1920s until the early 1980s, the Hydes raised and butchered hogs for their own use. They kept 
their pork meat in a large salt box in the east porch room. Buck and J.C. slept in the west porch room before the 
1940s. Historic photographs of the home show that the porch sat on stacked fieldstone piers and had clapboard 
siding (Figure 7). Sometime before the 1970s the clapboard siding underneath the window was redone to raise 

49 National Park Service, Hyde Farm Cultural Landscape Report, 23-25; National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure 
Report, 25-26. Note: LL 284 is not mentioned in the transaction perhaps because it was such a small portion of the lot that it was overlooked.
50 The farm that James Alexander Hyde worked as a tenant farmer for James Cooper Power is the same property now known as the Power-Hyde Farm.
51 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 25.
52 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 55.
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the open porch railing (Figures 7 and 13). In 1996, the Hyde family removed the porch and added a modern 
bathroom and utility room for J.C. the first indoor bathroom at the farm (photos 13, 18).53

The floor plan and interior of the log pen illustrates a common early log house type in the north Georgia region. 
It began as a one room, rectangular log cabin with central door on the front and back walls and an exterior 
chimney. Soon after initial construction, the Power family added a vertical board partition that divided the one 
room into two and created a familiar hall-parlor plan. The exterior fieldstone chimney on the east gable end is 
original and provided a fireplace in the hall. The front and back doors created a cross passage along the added 
partition wall. The corner stairway in the southeast corner led to a full attic utilized for sleeping. The two windows 
on each side of the fireplace appear to be more recent additions added to older window openings. It is likely that 
a window was located on the west end of the house, but it was replaced in the 1920s by a doorway into the 
addition. 

After purchasing the home and land in January of 1920, the Hyde family made the two additions to the house to 
accommodate their needs. The first change was the 1925 sitting room added on the west end of the original 
home. Jesse Hyde brought in a portable sawmill to cut the lumber on the farm for the two additions and 
outbuilding construction in the 1920s.The framing of the Hyde additions are irregular sizes not available from a 
1920s commercial lumber yard. All connections are made with wire nails and no mortise and tenon joinery was 
utilized. The additions were built on stacked, dry-laid fieldstone piers.54 The exterior fieldstone chimney on the 
west gable is similar to the original chimney on the log house but features smaller and more irregularly laid 
stones. The roof was constructed with wood shingles which were replaced with a 5-V standing seam metal in 
1927. The family began to use the northern door as the front entrance for the whole house beginning in 1925. 

The Hyde family cut a doorway in the west gable end of the log house to access the new room, removing a 
window. In the 1950s, the Hydes installed a wood burning stove in front of the fireplace to the heat the home 
more efficiently. The flue from this stove is extant. The Hyde family covered the hearth of the fireplace with 
concrete.55

In 1927, the Hydes added a kitchen on the south (rear) side of the sitting room, replacing the previous kitchen 
located on the south side of the original log house which was demolished. The 1927 kitchen addition is covered 
with rough sawn clapboard siding of a poorer grade than the 1925 addition. Once again, the Hyde family used 
stone piers for the foundation. It was at this time that the entire house was reroofed with 5-V standing seam 
galvanized steel roofing, replacing the previously used wood shingles. A Royal-brand cook stove, a gift from 
Vicki Aven, a neighbor on Hyde Road, still remains in the southeastern corner of the room, and the stove pipe 
goes through the ceiling and into the brick flue. In the 1960s the family installed a suspended drop acoustical tile 
ceiling, but added sheet metal panels over the stove corner. The Hyde family added a modern base cabinet unit, 
including a sink and Formica countertop in the 1960s along the eastern wall. 

The last major change to the buildings on the property came in 1996. After J.C. Hyde’s heart attack, his plans to 
completely rebuild the original porch were altered to construct a modern bathroom, utility room, and small porch. 
This was the first time the house had an interior bathroom. In 2002 a small deck landing, with a ramp, stairs, and 
railing was built off the rear kitchen entrance to aid access for J.C. Hyde and his sisters. 

Power-Hyde Farm, 1980s to today
Development in Cobb County picked up significantly in the 1970s and taxes for farmers skyrocketed. Buck 
(William H. Hyde) and J.C. Hyde were named parties to a lawsuit against the county that eventually resulted in 

53 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 55.
54 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 47-49, 53-55, 100.
55 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 9.
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a Georgia Supreme Court ruling that governments must consider existing use in determining the fair market 
value of vacant land. Buck and J.C. Hyde were frequently approached about selling portions of their property to 
developers, particularly that along the Chattahoochee. The Hydes, however, were determined to continue their 
life style and keep the farm together and out of the hands of developers.56 

In the early 1980s, Buck and J.C. designated their four sisters to inherit the farm property after both brothers’ 
deaths. When Buck died on March 6, 1987, J.C. received an inheritance tax assessment for over $500,000. J.C. 
chose to contest that assessment with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and needed to raise money for the 
inheritance tax. In 1989-90 he made a financial arrangement to allow Cobb County contractors from the Big 
Creek sewage expansion project to dump tons of blasted rock on the western fields in Land Lot 216. In 1992 
and 1993, he sold 40 acres of Land Lot 282 to the Trust for Public Lands (TPL) and granted the TPL the right of 
first refusal for any sale of Land Lots 216, 221, and 222 after his death. The National Park Service purchased 
Land Lot 282 from the Trust for Public Lands in 1992 and 1993.57

Upon J.C. Hyde's death in 2004, there was some litigation between the remaining Hyde family and the Trust, but 
in 2008 the Trust acquired the remainder of the farm.58 On January 29, 2009, the TPL conveyed 42.52 acres of 
the Power-Hyde Farm to Cobb County and on August 24, 2010, they conveyed the remaining 52.19 acres of the 
farm to the National Park Service. The Power-Hyde Farm is now jointly managed by Cobb County and the 
National Park Service.

56 Derrick Henry, “J.C. Hyde wanted no wealth but farm,” Atlanta Journal-Constitution, March 6, 2004.
57 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 33-34, 36.
58 National Park Service, Power-Hyde House at Hyde Farm Historic Structure Report, 36.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register X Federal agency

X previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  #____________ Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________  Name of repository:

National Park Service publications
Cobb County, Georgia
Georgia Historic Preservation Department

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):  N/A
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10. Geographical Data                               

Acreage of Property  136
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 33.963201 Longitude: -84.398186

2. Latitude: 33.963201 Longitude: -84.393766

3. Latitude: 33.965040 Longitude: -84.393766

4. Latitude: 33.965040 Longitude: -84.389452

5. Latitude: 33.963201 Longitude: -84.389452

6. Latitude: 33.963201 Longitude: -84.384230

7. Latitude: 33.959555 Longitude: -84.388138

8. Latitude: 33.959797 Longitude: -84.398186

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The 136-acre district boundaries are defined by the Cobb county land lot system encompassing Land Lots 216, 
221, the southern half of 222, and fractional lots 282 and 284.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The 136.16 acres follow county land lot lines for approximately three land lots extending west from the 
Chattahoochee River and north by an additional half land lot at the center. These boundaries represent the 
entire 136-acre farm as it existed since 1920 under Hyde family ownership, the second and last resident-
owners. The parcels within these boundaries are now managed by Cobb County and the National Park 
Service.

The Chattahoochee River bounds Hyde Farm to the east and suburban development borders the north and 
west. To the south, the NPS preserves open space and woodlands in the Johnson Ferry Unit of the 
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area.

Page 113 of 481



United States Department of the Interior 
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Power-Hyde Farm Historic District Cobb County, Georgia
Name of Property           County and State

29

  
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title   Keith S. Hebert and Ann McCleary, Directors
organization   Center for Public History, U. of West Georgia date September 21, 2013
street & number Maple Street

telephone (678) 839-6141

city or town Carrollton state  GA zip code 30110
e-mail khebert@westga.edu 

Fact checking and editing with the aide of Morning Washburn and Tommy L. Jones.

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

• Maps:  A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
See Location Maps 

   
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map. See photographic keys and floor / site plans.

• Continuation Sheets

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

name/title   Emily Burrows, Emily Taff, and Brian LaBrie
organization   Ray, Ellis & LaBrie Consulting date August 2022
street & number  Rhodes Hall

1516 Peachtree Street NW telephone (678) 612-2833

city or town Atlanta state  GA zip code 30309-2908
e-mail brian@rayandellis.com 
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Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Power-Hyde Farm Historic District

City or Vicinity: Marietta

County: Cobb State: Georgia

Photographer: Brian W. LaBrie and Emily Taff, Ray, Ellis & LaBrie Consulting

Date Photographed:  June 10, 2022 

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 of 56 View along Hyde Road, photographer facing south.
2 of 56 View of Hyde Road and the “wagon road”, photographer facing south.
3 of 56 Mailboxes and gate at end of Hyde Road, photographer facing south.
4 of 56 View across the end of Hyde Road and fields, photographer facing north.
5 of 56 Well house, photographer facing southeast.
6 of 56 View between brood house (right) and north chicken house, photographer facing west.
7 of 56 Interior of brood house, photographer facing west.
8 of 56 Southwest corner of brood house, photographer facing northeast.
9 of 56 View of fields and north chicken house (right), photographer facing north.
10 of 56 Interior of north chicken house, photographer facing east.
11 of 56 View house and property, photographer facing south.
12 of 56 View along drive to house, photographer facing northeast.
13 of 56 Front facade of house, photographer facing southeast.
14 of 56 View along front facade of house, photographer facing east.
15 of 56 View of drive and west facade of house, photographer facing north.
16 of 56 Rear of house, photographer facing northwest.
17 of 56 East end of house, photographer facing northwest.
18 of 56 Northeast corner of house (front addition), photographer facing southwest.
19 of 56 Hog house, photographer facing south.
20 of 56 Interior hog house, photographer facing southwest.
21 of 56 Privy, photographer facing northeast.
22 of 56 Big barn, east corner, photographer facing southwest.
23 of 56 Old corn crib, photographer facing east.
24 of 56 Interior of old corn crib, photographer facing northwest.
25 of 56 Detail northeast facade of big barn, photographer facing southwest.
26 of 56 Southwest facade of big barn, photographer facing northeast.
27 of 56 Interior center aisle of big barn, photographer facing northeast.
28 of 56 Interior east side big barn, photographer facing south.
29 of 56 Interior east side of big barn, photographer facing northeast.
30 of 56 View of trellis and fields south of big barn, photographer facing southwest.
31 of 56 View of outbuildings and house, photographer facing north.
32 of 56 East facade truck shelter and corn crib, photographer facing northwest.
33 of 56 Interior truck shelter and corn crib, photographer facing southeast.
34 of 56 View of outbuildings, photographer facing southwest.
35 of 56 Interior of tool shed, photographer facing northwest.
36 of 56 Gear house, photographer facing west.
37 of 56 Interior of gear house, photographer facing northwest.
38 of 56 Rear facades of outbuildings, photographer facing south.
39 of 56 Southeast facade of south chicken house, photographer facing northwest.
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40 of 56 Interior of south chicken house, photographer facing northeast.
41 of 56 Rear of south chicken house, photographer facing south.
42 of 56 Goat house, photographer facing northwest.
43 of 56 Interior of goat house, photographer facing west.
44 of 56 Interior house, kitchen, photographer facing southeast.
45 of 56 Interior house, kitchen, photographer facing west.
46 of 56 Interior house, sitting room, photographer facing west.
47 of 56 Interior house, front entrance in sitting room, photographer facing north.
48 of 56 Interior house, partitioned room in log portion, photographer facing northeast.
49 of 56 Interior house, partitioned room in log portion, photographer facing west.
50 of 56 Interior house, log portion, photographer facing east.
51 of 56 Interior house, log portion, photographer facing south.
52 of 56 Interior house, front addition, photographer facing north.
53 of 56 Interior house, front addition, original front door, photographer facing southeast.
54 of 56 Interior house, front addition, photographer facing east.
55 of 56 Interior house, attic, photographer facing east.
56 of 56 Interior house, attic, photographer facing west.
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