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Item No. 66. 

 

District All 

 
    
TO: The Board of Commissioners 
    
FROM: Jimmy Gisi, Deputy County Manager 
    
DATE: February 14, 2023 
     
PURPOSE 
  
To approve a resolution opposing legislation that would increase the authorized truck size or weight on 
Georgia’s public roads. 
  
BACKGROUND 
  
Legislation (House Bill 189) has been introduced in the Georgia Legislature that increases the weight limits 
from 80,000 to 90,000 lbs. for all five-axle commercial trucks hauling industry products ranging from live 
poultry to forestry, solid waste, concrete, and other commodities.  Cobb County opposes legislation that 
increases allowable weight limits on local roads and bridges as increasing truck weights will result in a shorter 
lifecycle for county roads and bridges, costing county taxpayers more money to maintain and repair this critical 
infrastructure. An increase in truck weights also expands the number of bridges that need "posting" due to 
weight restrictions and there are also legitimate safety concerns. 
  
IMPACT STATEMENT 
  
N/A 
  
FUNDING 
  
N/A 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
  
The Board of Commissioners approve a resolution opposing legislation that would increase the authorized truck 
size or weight on Georgia’s public roads. 
  
ATTACHMENTS 
  
1. Resolution Opposing Legislation Allowing Sizes and Weights of Trucks 
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A RESOLUTION BY THE COBB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OPPOSING LEGISLATION THAT WOULD INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED TRUCK 

SIZE OR WEIGHT ON GEORGIA'S PUBLIC ROADS

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, approved by the voters of the State 

in November 1982, and effective July 1, 1983, provides in Article IX, Section 2, Paragraph 1 

thereof, that the governing authority of the County may adopt clearly reasonable ordinances, 

resolutions, and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Cobb County Board of Commissioners is concerned with the welfare of 

residents, pedestrians and motorists and the cost, quality, and reliability of our county's 

infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, for instance, during the 2021-2022 legislative session, Senate Bill 118 and 

House Bill 496 were introduced that, if passed, would have authorized trucks weighing as much 

as 100,000 pounds or with as many as six axles to be operated on Georgia roads;

WHEREAS, during the 2022-2023 legislative session, House Bill 189 has been 

introduced seeking to authorize heavier/larger trucks on Georgia roads;

WHEREAS, Cobb County opposed both previous proposed bills - and continues in its 

opposition to any legislation increasing the weight or size of trucks operating on Georgia roads;

WHEREAS, heavier truck loads would further endanger motorists;

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has concluded that trucks 

over the existing 80,000-pound standard had higher crash rates;

WHEREAS, in the States USDOT reviewed, such larger trucks had between a 44% and 

300% increase in crash incidence; and

WHEREAS, allowing heavier or longer trucks on the National Highway System would 

threaten the safety of the traveling public because heavier and longer trucks would be more

difficult to control, increase wear and tear on truck safety systems such as brakes, steering and 

tires, and increase crash severity; and

WHEREAS, of the 15,034 bridges in Georgia, there are 3,795 bridges that are in fair/poor 

condition - that is over 25 percent of bridges statewide, according to the Federal Highway 
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Administration (FHWA); and

WHEREAS, many local and municipal governments, like Cobb County, are 

experiencing difficulty maintaining public works budgets due to inflation; and

WHEREAS, the introduction of additional heavy trucks on State and county roads leads 

to accelerated degradation of the public roadway system, thereby resulting in unsafe driving 

conditions, greater costs for roadway repair and maintenance, greater traffic gridlock and 

ultimately a diminished qualify of life for the residents and citizens of Georgia.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Cobb County by and through its Board 

of Commissioners opposes any increases in truck size or weight at the federal or state levels and 

encourages our elected delegations to oppose related legislation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Cobb County staff are authorized to deliver this 

Resolution to the County's local delegation to the General Assembly as well as any other necessary 

parties - consistent with the objectives set forth herein.

So RESOLVED this  day of February, 2023.

COBB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Lisa N. Cupid, Chairwoman

Keli Gambrill, District 1 Commissioner

Jerica Richardson, District 2 Commissioner

JoAnn K. Birrell, District 3 Commissioner

Monique Sheffield, District 4 Commissioner
Attest:

Pamela L. Mabry, County Clerk
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