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2022 Cobb County Friendship Club Awards Recipients 
 
10 Women of Hope. 10 Women of Hope assists Cobb County single parent families who are 
experiencing a financial emergency.  The funding will be used to support those families with 
either a car repair, utility service payment, or other essential direct service that would otherwise 
create a financial hardship on the family. 
 
Aloha to Aging. Aloha to Aging empowers family caregivers, aging care recipients, and volunteers 
through structured day programs, support groups, and training. This funding will assist with the 
Aging 101 program which provides participants with the powerful experience of what it feels like 
to deal, both physically and emotionally, with cognitive and physical impairments while managing 
everyday tasks.  
 
Backpack Blessings.  Backpack Blessings provides nourishment for school children in Cobb County 

who might otherwise go without food on the weekends. It fills backpacks with shelf-stable, kid-

friendly foods and volunteers deliver the backpacks directly to the children in the classroom.  

Blue Thanksgiving. Blue Thanksgiving provides support and advocacy to the men and women who 
serve Cobb through law enforcement. These funds will be used to provide assistance to officers 
who are feeling the financial impact associated with lost time at work due to illness or 
catastrophic events in their families. 
 
Bravo Victor Fund. Bravo Victor Fund provides funding to support veterans participating in the 
Cobb County Veterans Accountability and Treatment Courts. The Fund provides critical and/or 
emergency resources that are needed to help them transition through the program.   
 
Camp Big Heart Civitan Club.  Camp Big Heart provides a unique overnight camp, offering a broad 
range of recreational activities for developmentally challenged children and adults. Camp Big 
Heart was awarded first place for Outstanding Service to People with Disabilities by Civitan 
International in 2018.  These funds will be used to for fund a camping experience for up to six 
special needs residents. 
 
Camp Kudzu. Camp Kudzu is an independent nonprofit organization which for 23 years has been 
serving children and teens living with type 1 diabetes (T1D). As Georgia’s largest provider of 
diabetes self-management education and support services, Camp Kudzu fills an important need 
for children and teens aged 5 to 18 living with insulin-dependent diabetes. 
 
The Center for Children and Young Adults. CCYA’s mission is to provide safe and suitable housing, 
youth development activities, and comprehensive supportive housing for at-risk homeless youth 
who have been abandoned, abused, neglected and/or sexually exploited.  In nearly 40 years, 
CCYA has served more than 7,300 young people.   
 
Cobb County FOP Charities. This organization works to build relationships between law 
enforcement and the community by providing programs that directly impact underserved 
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children and their families in Cobb. It works with individuals and school administrators to reach 
those in need. 
 
Cure Childhood Cancer. CURE is dedicated to conquering childhood cancer through funding 
targeted research while supporting patients and their families.  In 2021, 231 children living in 
Cobb County were diagnosed with cancer. CURE serves each of these families by meeting with 
them at the point of diagnosis and surrounding them with critical resources to help them navigate 
this journey, including financial support for rental assistance, living expenses, and medical costs. 
 
Essential2Life. E2L’s mission is to develop and empower Atlanta youth as emerging student 
leaders who will positively influence their families, schools, and communities.  Their vision is to 
end generational poverty one student at a time. The funds are to be used to help mitigate 
learning loss for underserved youth in Cobb, making sure that they graduate from high school 
and chart a path into post-secondary education and career opportunities. 
 
Georgia Lions Camp. Georgia Lions’ mission is to provide personal growth experiences for 
children, teens and adults with visual impairment through the use of recreation, education, 
socialization and rehabilitation programs in an outdoor setting. This funding will be used to 
support campers in need of financial aid to attend camp.     
 
Great Prospects. Great Prospects serves Cobb families with specialized programs for 
developmentally and intellectually disabled teens and adults in partnership with school 
counselors.  It assists students transitioning from the final year of mandated inclusion programs 
to the next steps as they and their families attempt to navigate appropriate day care, activities 
and social interaction of the young adult. 
 
Kate’s Club.  For nearly 20 years, Kate’s Club has empowered children and teens facing life after 
the death of a parent, sibling or caregiver. It offers therapeutic and recreational programs that 
create meaningful experiences for participants. In 2021, Kate’s Club served more than 1,000 
children and their caregivers, representing an estimated seven percent of the newly bereaved 
youth in Georgia.  
 
Loving Arms. Loving Arms provides education and support to empower patients and their families 
to navigate the multiple challenges in their cancer fight. In various instances, it provides utility 
and urgent bill payments, gas cards, grocery cards and medical equipment as well was support 
group meetings. 
 
Tommy Nobis Center. Tommy Nobis has 45 years of service within Cobb County, working to 
educate, train, and employ Cobb County citizens living with, and impacted by, diverse types of 
disabilities.  These funds will be utilized in support the Early Youth Employment Services program 
for Cobb students with disabilities. Specifically, to support the continued expansion of 
educational services for Cobb students with disabilities during out-of-school time. 
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Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. This organization provides care for families along the entire 
journey when dealing with a pediatric brain tumor and helps survivors and families thrive.  
Funding will be used to provide emergency financial assistance, customized support and 
communications and emotional and mental health support. 
 
Ser Familia. Ser Familia’s Mission is to offer preventative family services and to equip Latinos with 
the tools, resources, and skills they need to move from crisis to thriving.  It will use this funding 
to support mental health and wellbeing services for vulnerable Latino families in Cobb as well as 
stabilizing families through immediate financial support for pressing utilities bills, transportation, 
or groceries. 
 
Southwest Christian Care. Southwest Christian Care serves Cobb children through respite and 
educational services for children with severe and/or multiple disabilities. It works with Cobb 
School Social Workers to help them bring specialized training into the classrooms for their 
students with special-needs and disabilities. Training with care providers and special education 
teachers will be done so that this innovative work disabilities can be replicated and multiplied. 
 
Special Needs Cobb.  Special Needs Cobb provides resources, respite, and residential care options 
to families with adults and children with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities as well as 
physical disabilities. It currently operates group homes in the Cobb area and offers stressed 
caregivers a break at a Respite Home, available for overnight, weekends, emergency, and day 
programming. 
 
Special Olympics Cobb. Special Olympics provides year-round sports training and athletic 
competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate 
courage. These funds will be used for equipment needs and meals.  Special Olympics National 
states that local programs are not allowed to charge money for athletes to participate.   
 
Star-C.  Star-C is a nonprofit organization, headquartered in Marietta, with a mission to provide 
affordable apartment community residents with free educational, wellness, food security, and 
eviction relief programs. These funds will be used to support direct costs associated with 
implementing Star-C’s programs at the Stratford Ridge program site for the calendar year. This 
includes direct costs associated with implementing all of the on-site after-school, summer camps, 
and wellness programs.  
 
Sunshine on a Ranney Day. Sunshine on a Ranney Day, an Atlanta-area 501(c)(3), has a sole 
mission since 2012 to provide handicap-accessible home modifications for children with special 
needs and long-term illnesses. The organization has served 14 children this year and will use 
these funds to secure pro bono building supplies and needed medical equipment.  
 
The Extension.  The Extension facilitates a transformation that empowers chemically dependent 
men and women to become sober, accountable members of society and to serve as a recovery 
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resource for the community.  This grant will be used to provide evening meals when volunteers 
are not available. 
 
Team Maggie for a Cure.  Team Maggie’s Dream offers grants to help fund fertility preservation 
for qualified men and women with cancer.  It works with young people age 15 to 37 who may be 
facing a life without the physical ability to have children and have been denied assistance by their 
medical insurance carrier or do not have insurance. 
 
Vision Rehabilitation Services.  Vision Rehabilitation Services teaches individuals of all ages living 
with blindness, low vision, or vision impairments how to use tools and techniques to function 
independently in all personal, social, and professional environments.  Vision rehabilitation and 
training programs are considered educational, not medical.  Therefore, they are only partially 
covered by insurance.  Grant funds would be used to cover the funding gap left by insurance and 
federal programs and assist those who cannot afford treatment. 
 
 
 


