
Chief Magistrate Judge Brendan F. Murphy Appoints Five to the Magistrate Court Bench 
 
Chief Magistrate Judge Brendan F. Murphy has appointed Jana J. Edmondson-Cooper to serve as a 
full-time Magistrate Judge and Lauren R. Boone, Ronna M. Woodruff, Che A. Karega II, and 
retiring Cobb Solicitor-General Barry E. Morgan as part-time Magistrate Judges.  Those appointed 
were selected after an open application and interview process from a competitive field of well-
qualified candidates.   
 
On January 1, 2023, Judge-designate Edmondson-Cooper will fill the vacancy created by Judge 
Sonja N. Brown’s recent election to the Superior Court.  Ms. Boone and Ms. Woodruff will be 
sworn in next week and assigned to currently vacant shifts.  Mr. Karega and Mr. Morgan will begin 
their judicial service in early 2023. 
 
“Jana’s stellar legal career, tireless community service, passion for increasing access to justice, and 
excellent work ethic have well-prepared her for the fast-paced Magistrate Court bench,” said Judge 
Murphy, “We’re excited to add Lauren, Ronna, Che, and Barry to the People’s Court family.  
Collectively, they bring over 80 years of diverse legal experience to the bench.  Working in shifts 
around the clock for a fraction of the hourly rate they can earn in private practice, our part-time 
judges are the backbone of the Court, providing true community service.” 
 
The Magistrate Court operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year, with a heavy 
criminal and civil caseload.  Known as the People’s Court, the Magistrate Court provides an easily 
accessible forum to resolve disputes for tens of thousands of self-represented litigants each year.  
Presiding over the first three hearings in most criminal cases, the Court also plays an essential role 
in considering both public safety and the Constitutional rights of the accused. 
 
Judge-designate Jana J. Edmondson-Cooper 
 

 
 
Senior Trial Attorney Jana J. Edmondson-Cooper currently serves at the U.S. Department of Labor, 
litigating complex labor and employment matters.  She has previously served as a long-time legal 
aid attorney with the Georgia Legal Services Program, providing civil legal services to low-income 
Georgians.  There, she gained extensive courtroom experience in cases heard in the Magistrate 
Court—small claims, eviction matters, and domestic violence protective order hearings. 
 



“I am deeply humbled and honored that Judge Murphy has entrusted me to serve the citizens of 
Cobb and all who come before the court in this capacity,” said Judge-designate Edmondson-Cooper, 
“As a career public servant, I believe there is no greater privilege or honor than serving others.  I 
look forward to continuing my commitment to working to ensure access, equity, and justice for all.” 
 
Ms. Edmondson-Cooper is a well-known bilingual advocate for increasing access to justice across 
Georgia.  Speaking both English and Spanish, she serves on the State Bar of Georgia Access to 
Justice Committee and the Supreme Court of Georgia Commission on Interpreters.  She 
spearheaded the development of an innovative statewide plan to ensure qualified interpreters are 
available across the state.  Jana is frequently published and speaks around the country on timely 
legal topics.  She has received numerous honors, including Secretary’s Awards for her service at the 
Department of Labor, Distinguished Service to the Judiciary, National Outstanding Young Lawyer 
from the American Bar Association, and National Black Lawyers 40 Under 40.  
 
An alumna of Spelman College and Mississippi College of Law, Ms. Edmondson-Copper is an 
active member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, the Georgia Association of Black 
Women Attorneys, and other numerous Bar associations.  She resides in Mableton with her family. 
 
Judge-designate Lauren R. Boone 
 

 
 
Lauren Boone, Esq. currently works as in-house Corporate Counsel for a large, national insurance 
firm.  She has previously served as a felony prosecutor in the Fulton County District Attorney’s 
Office and as an attorney in private civil practice.  A graduate of Hampton University and Atlanta’s 
John Marshall Law School, Ms. Boone is a member of the Georgia Association of Black Women 
Attorneys and Cascade United Methodist Church.  She resides in Mableton. 
 
 



Judge-designate Ronna M. Woodruff 
 

 
 
Ronna Woodruff, Esq. has run her own Marietta law firm for a dozen years, focusing on bankruptcy 
and family law.  An educator, she also serves as an Adjunct Professor at Kennesaw State University 
and Instructor at the American International Institute of Polygraph.  Before going to law school as a 
second career, Ms. Woodruff was a dedicated and successful paralegal.  A graduate of Georgia 
State University and Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School, Ms. Woodruff is a Past President of the 
Cobb County Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Section and is active in numerous Bar associations.  
She resides in Kennesaw. 
 
Judge-designate Che A. Karega II 
 

 
 



Che Karega, Esq. has run his own Marietta law firm for 15 years, focusing on criminal and civil 
matters.  He previously operated his own law firm in Detroit and served as a Public Defender in 
Atlanta.  A graduate of the University of Michigan and the University of Illinois College of Law, 
Mr. Karega brings 23 years of hands-on litigation experience to the bench.  He resides in Powder 
Springs. 
 
Judge-designate Barry E. Morgan 

 

Retiring Solicitor-General Barry Morgan has served as Cobb’s elected prosecutor for all 
misdemeanor, traffic, and ordinance cases since 1998.  A Cobb native, Mr. Morgan previously 
served as a music educator and band director for Cobb County Schools and as a felony prosecutor in 
the District Attorney’s Office.  A graduate of Georgia State University and Atlanta’s John Marshall 
Law School, Mr. Morgan has served on the statewide Prosecuting Attorneys Council and with the 
YWCA (now LiveSafe Resources), assisting survivors of domestic violence.  Over the years, Barry 
has been recognized with numerous awards for his work in the courtroom and the community, and 
he continues to work with young musicians across the country.  He resides in Marietta. 


