
 

 
COBB COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION 

October 10, 2022 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

 
100 Cherokee Street. 
3:00 p.m. 

 

Board Members Present Board Members Absent 
 

Tori Silas 
Jessica Brooks 
Jennifer Mosbacher 
Pat Gartland 
Steve Bruning 

 

Others Present: Janine Eveler, Daniel White, Erica Hamilton, Kara Pringle, Karlie Brooks 

Chairwoman Silas called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
• Eugene Williams (In Person)- Marietta Resident. 111 Challenges submitted today for people registered on the 

Cobb county election roll but there is no identifiable location where they reside. Many in apartment complex 
without unit numbers. Used Melissa website service to look for valid addresses. Challenged some registered 
through Kennesaw State locations no physical identifier. Tested by mailing letters out and they came back as 
undeliverable. Hopes Board will put them on challenge status today. MDJ had an article for the last meeting in 
September. Submitted 145 last meeting that were registered voters in FL and Cobb County GA and reside in 
Florida. Shouldn’t have a situation where they can choose which election they want to vote in. Cited Ga code 
21-2-217 for residency. 

 
• Caitlin May (In Person)- Voting rights staff attorney at the ACLU of GA. Nonpartisan organization to protect the 

right to vote of every Georgian. Recently sent a letter to the Board about why the voter challenges should be 
dismissed. The National Voters Registration Act prohibits the systematic removal of voters within 90 days of an 
elections, we are currently within 29 days of November election. For OCGA 21-230 board evaluate immediately 
and on its face without conducting outside research. Must decide if it meets probable cause to place a voter in 
challenged status. List of missing apartment or dorm numbers does not mean this request. If someone is placed 
in challenged status the ballot will be held and another meeting will be needed before certifying the election. 
Forcing a voter to place a challenged ballot should not be taken lightly. Staff is stressed, and board is not 
obligated to find individualized information it is on the challenger. The challenger must find individualized and 
rigorous research on the voter. The challenger in this case has not provided adequate information and the Board 
must dismiss these challenges. 

 
• Christine McKinnell (In Person)- Cobb County resident – extends gratitude to staff. She is a poll worker, and now 

poll manager. Listening to previous public comments, would like to share that each poll worker goes through 
training which is thorough. The team goes above and beyond to make sure the trainees are prepared. Trainers 
spend 1 on 1 time if needed. Poll workers do not sign up for the money. They do it to ensure accurate, safe, and 
accessible elections. Limited people and aging population make it harder to recruit. Encourages staff to look at 
millennials and gen z. Possibly increase pay and splitting to 2 shifts. Interactive maps available since 2016 to 
show locations and wait times. Many poll workers do not take any breaks while working election day. Polls are 
required to track wait times this should be published. If a wait time is over 1-hour Elections HQ or area supervisor 
is reaching out to see what can be done to reduce time. I do not see other government agencies doing that. 

 
• Kent Buis (In Person)- Powder Springs resident. Thanked Elections Board, Janine Eveler, and staff for their 

work. Canvassed almost 600 homes in area ahead of this election. Almost none of them said they would vote 



by mail this year. Many stated early voting instead. Board of elections to have vote by mail. Start mailing 10/11 
and start processing 10/24 so they have a chance to cure and correct if there are any issues before the election. 
During advance voting there needs to be enough check in stations. At General Election, we must be prepared 
to handle any emergencies that may come up. He signed up to be a poll worker this year and attended training. 
In 2020 he was a poll watcher and he witness some problems with a ballot marking devices. Would encourage 
Board to have a management and mitigation strategy in place to deal with issues that arise. Encourages board 
to reject challenges without a dorm number or apt number. For voting purposes, we still know what precinct they 
belong to vote. They have earned the right to vote and should not be disenfranchised due to a petty insignificant 
detail. Reiterated mailing out ballots as soon as possible. 

 
• Ahmad Salih (In Person)- Vinings resident- Believes the Democrats are using the wrong argument in their fighting 

the abortion ban. Instead of a Woman’s right to choose, they should be siting the 1st amendment. The 
Republicans are using the argument of life begins at conception, this is a religious opinion. He is a former Doctor 
for 28 years, he understands science and medicine. We cannot say when a soul comes into or out of a body. 
Whether you believe life begins at conception, you have a right to that belief, but you don’t have the right to push 
that on anyone else. Big government does not have the right to tell someone what to believe. Cited big push for 
Christian Nationalism now. Founding fathers were deists not evangelical Christians this government was formed 
to separate themselves from Religion like in England where they came from. Sited recent occurrences in media 
around the world. We will see what the American people believe next month. 

 
• Debbie Fisher (In Person) – Stated no one submits a name to remove a name to be removed from a voter roll 

to be vicious, they have an obligation and are trying to make them accurate. Requested clarification on a few 
topics. How will we be doing duplication panels this time around? We switched from hand marking to machine 
marking midstream during the primaries. Wants to voice extreme opposition to duplicating an absentee ballot 
that is hand marked to a machine ballot with a QR code. The ballot needs to be submitted in the original form. 
Alerted this morning to a new process, which was a pilot on poll pad software – opposed to the fact that it is so 
late in the cycle that we are informed. How long did the County know? In process of getting poll watchers 
certified and training in completed, we should not have been made aware today. Reading from the tab - 
application for in person absentee ballot, read sworn oath wording. Wants to know if this is the final version? We 
have had 2 special elections we could have tested this. The training video was done in 2020 so this isn’t new. 
Asked if she would get an answer. 

 
o Chairwoman Silas clarified that this is not a conversation and Ms. Fisher said she would email the Board. 

 
• Cindy Battles (In Person) – Director of Policy and Engagement for the Coalition for the People’s Agenda. There 

is an effort of Mass voter eligibility challenges across the State of GA. Challenges appearing today are similar to 
what other counties have dismissed or deferred. NVRA prohibits the board from removing within 90 days of a 
federal election. Difference between 229 and 230 timelines, sited court case in 2020 from Muscogee county and 
Judge found that you cannot make the distinction between 229 and 230 challenges this close to an election 
because the results are the same and the voter would not be allowed to vote on a regular ballot. Tomorrow is 
the registration deadline. Not enough time to notify the registrant. They would also not be able to vote in a runoff 
in December. Failed to establish probabl cause. If it is returned mail, NVRA has a procedure but might not be as 
fast as some Cobb County residents would like. Sited laws and NVRA codes supporting dismissing challenges. 

 
o Audience member requested to be added to list of public comment. Chairwoman Silas stated that they 

would have needed to sign up before the start of the meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
a. September 12, 2022 

 

Ms. Mosbacher motioned to approve, 2nd by Mr. Bruning, passed 5-0. 

 

ELECTIONS MANAGER (Kara Pringle) 
 

Ms. Pringle requested approval to change the polling place location for precinct Marietta 3A (MR3A) from Pleasant 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 566 Whitlock Ave. NW, Marietta, GA 30064 to Switzer Library, 266 Roswell St., NE, 
Marietta, GA 30060 beginning January 1, 2023. Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church has notified Elections that 
they will no longer be available to serve as a polling place. The Switzer Library is 0.7 miles from the existing polling 
place. There are 4,280 active voters in precinct. We will send new precinct cards and post signs. 



Chairwoman Silas asked if there were any questions. Chairwoman Silas asked if there is any discussion on splitting 
the precinct. Ms. Pringle commented that there is no discussion of splitting at this time and that Switzer Library is 
sufficient in size. Ms Eveler commented that the precinct was split 2 years ago to form Marietta 3B in the southern area 
of the precinct. 

 
Mr. Gartland motioned to approve, 2nd by Ms. Brooks. Passed 5-0. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN TORI SILAS 
 

Discussion of challenges presented to the Board by Ms. Karyl Asta and Mr. Eugene Williams. Board will determine if 
there is probable cause. Conferred with Board Attorney Daniel White as to whether executive session is needed. Daniel 
White stated you are permitted but it is not required. 

 

Gartland asked if these were the ones that resided in Florida. Chairwoman Silas clarified that these are not Florida 
residents these have incomplete addresses. 

 

Chairwoman Silas asked if there was a motion to move into executive session. Received no response. 
 

Chairwoman Silas asked for any more questions. Mr. Bruning asked if we need to vote individually or can we vote on all 
as one group. Chairwoman Silas responded that is something the Board can decide to do. The basis of the claims are 
all the same, incomplete address information. 

 

Chairwoman Silas noted that she has not visited any of these apartment or dorm residences but noted that at one time 
she lived in an apartment without an apartment or unit number. This Board is not required to make an individual inquiry 
but evaluate the challenges on its face. 

 

Ms. Mosbacher made a motion to dismiss all of these challenges because they lack probable cause. 2nd by Ms. Brooks 
passes 4-1 with Gartland opposed. 

 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Ms. Brooks- Asked question to Janine regarding poll worker training. Who is required to be trained in person and who 
can complete online training or refreshers. Where are we in regards to Poll Worker numbers and amount still needed. 
Ms. Eveler responded- That as of today we are 80% fully staffed (other 20% are standby workers) so we are considered 
fully staff. We do have some that will drop out. Training ends Saturday before election. Most people will attend in person 
there is an online requirement to the in person training it is not hand’s on like the classes. There will be a last-minute 
online clerk class for people hired last-minute or not able to attend class. Ms. Brooks asked if any of those trainings are 
available for Board Members. Ms. Eveler advised them to contact staff to attend trainings. Mr. Gartland asked if he heard 
correctly that we are fully staffed? Ms. Eveler clarified that essentially, yes. However, we like to hire 2 standby workers 
per poll in case someone drops out. That is the 20% not in place. Most of the time we end up using every standby. 
Chairwoman Silas commented that staff should be commended on diligence and efforts to ensure we are fully staffed 
and prepared for election day. 

 
Chairwoman Silas asked Ms. Eveler about early voting starting next week and if anything is needed from the Board. Ms. 
Eveler stated that she didn’t think there was. They are still planning and finalizing plans. Meeting with facilities to provide 
overflow parking at Elections Headquarters. New location is working out very well. Many benefits to having all 
departments in one location. 

 
 

Ms. Brooks asked for more details on the Last Call Absentee Ballot Program. Ms. Eveler clarified that drop boxes are 
only at advance voting locations and that end the Friday before elections. There is only one option to turn in a ballot after 
that (without this new program). That option was to turn in the ballot at the main elections office. Program started in 2021 
now uses 7 different libraries throughout the County. We will deputize registrars to collect and receive ballots the 
Saturday and Monday before the election. It will help people because it is on a weekend and possibly closer to a person’s 
house. It is generally too late to mail it. Elections will publish locations and getting the word out via social media. 

 
Ms. Brooks asked colleagues if they would like a blackout day or time for considering any challenges that may arise 
before Election Day. To ensure we have quorum. Clarified a date following election and before certification that we will 
consider them. Determined that they could handle these through email communications. Attorney Daniel White clarified 
a 230 challenge can be made up until the time they vote in person or 5pm the day before Election Day if they are voting 
absentee. Any challenges would have to come in before that. The purpose of hearing afterwards would be if probable 



cause had been sustained, and deal with those before voting day and certification. Usually the Board just handles the 
hearings on certification day. Chairwoman Silas stated she did not believe that any challenges had been sustained and 
placed in a challenged status. Attorney Daniel White clarified that no there wasn’t unless more come up. 

 

NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING 
November 8, 2022, 7:00pm – Observe Election Night Returns (995 Roswell St. NE, Marietta) 
November 15, 2022, 3:00pm – Election Certification & Monthly Board Meeting (995 Roswell St. NE, Marietta) 

Meeting adjourned at 4:00pm 


