
  

 
 
MYTH: Cobb County would have seen this economic activity even if Truist Park and The Battery 
Atlanta were not built. 
  
FACT: The share of Cobb County residents buying Braves tickets – and thus spending money 
on food and other costs at a game – increased during its first three years when compared to its 
last three in Fulton County. When non-Cobb County residents aren’t at The Battery for games or 
a show at The Roxy, the foot traffic is replaced by new commercial tenants enjoying the 
campus’ bars and restaurants.  
 
 
MYTH: Cobb County taxpayers paid for The Battery Atlanta. 
 
FACT: The public contribution only applied to the stadium and it covered 45% of the initial cost. 
The Braves paid for the remainder. Moreover, 100% of the development around the Truist Park 
was paid for by the Braves. 
 
 
MYTH: This is a mostly publicly funded investment in a ballpark, which are money losing 
ventures.  
 
FACT: The public contribution was historically lower than the median public share in the 1970s, 
when it was at 100%, or even the 1990s, when it was more than 90%.  
 
 
MYTH: The Battery isn’t a big economic driver because the Braves only invested $400 million 
into it. 
 
FACT: As of May 2022, the Braves’ investment in The Battery is now over $1 billion. Tenants 
have invested another $100 million on top of that figure. Additionally, there are several 
components in the pipeline valued at several hundred million dollars.  
 
 
MYTH: The Battery costs Cobb County about $15 million net annually.  
 
FACT: Previous studies have only looked at the 2017-19 period, which is an incredibly short 
period of time by economic standards. No company operates on that short of a time frame. 



  
Long-term projections show a significant return on investment for Cobb County taxpayers. Long-
term projections show there will be a fiscal plus ranging between $19.6 million and $125.6 
million.    
 
 
MYTH: Property values have not benefited from The Battery and Truist Park.  
 
FACT: The grand total real estate tax digest value in the Cumberland CID for 2021 was $4.837 
billion, which is a 51% increase since 2016. Over that same five-year period, employment rose 
more than 4%.  
 
 
MYTH: Consumer spending at The Battery comes at the expense of other Cobb County 
businesses. 
 
FACT: This is simply untrue. Zimbalist raises serious questions about the veracity of this claim, 
His own analysis shows the net “crowding out” effect of the Battery to be minimal, especially 
given the fact that Braves fans and music lovers from Cobb no longer need to travel outside the 
county to attend games or concerts. 
 


