
The Georgia Room Review 
 Jun/Jul 2021                     Genealogy Newsletter                                 Vol. 5,  No. 3 

Georgia Room, Charles D. Switzer Library 
266 Roswell St., Marietta GA 30060 

www.cobbcat.org 

 In This Issue 

 Renovation Updates 

 Programs 

 Library Updates 

 Photos 

 Genealogy in the 

News 

 Program Updates 

 Conferences 

 Society Programs 

 ...and more! 

Copyright © 2019 The Georgia Room, All rights reserved.  

It’s here!!!!! We open on June 1st!  There will be an offi-

cial ribbon cutting on June 16th, but all of you lovely 

people can come in after Memorial Day! The renovation, 

at least for the most part, is over! The pandemic appears 

to be winding down too, so life in this part of the world 

is returning to whatever version of normal we can scrape 

up. I can’t speak to any specific policy decisions, as 

those are made by the county government, so check our 

website for  specific procedures. See you soon! 

Ga

The Patriots 
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Renovation Update 

We are putting the finishing touches on the Georgia Room as  we speak. 

This involves hanging up pictures, filling display cases, and general tidy-

ing up and adjusting. The collection in the display case has been gracious-

ly loaned to the Georgia by Carolyn herself. It is a collection of Wedge-

wood Georgia Historical China plates in pink. We anticipate displaying a 

variety of collections in this case in the years to come. 



The National Archives at Atlanta 
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Ancestry Library Edition’s at home service has been renewed 

until the end of September. As a reminder, to use it you’ll go 

through the Georgia Room page on the new website and en-

ter your Cobb County library card, just like you would for any 

of our other databases. If it redirects you through Galileo, 

there is an institutional login in the middle of the page. The 

current Galileo password is bend. As of June 1, you can also 

use the Ancestry Library edition in the Georgia Room as well 

as any of the libraries in the Cobb County Library System. 

Take advantage of this choice while it lasts! 

Update on Ancestry Library Edi-

tion! 
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AJC Decatur Book Festi-

val! 

 

 

 

 

https://

decaturbookfestival.com/ 
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Program Update! 

The Georgia Room Review                        page 9 

 

  On Friday May 21, The Georgia Room participated in 
Cobb County Library System’s Summer Reading Kick-
off. It took place in the parking lot of Switzer library. 
There were games and music and booths from depart-
ments all over the county, from Legal Aid to Cobb Land-
marks and Historical Society. 
 The Georgia Room participated in this for the first time. 
As well as two fantastic posters, we also had a sample 
laminated family tree poster, how to access our website 
and a flyer, a crossword and word search using genea-
logical terms, and a handout from our Oral History pro-
gram on what questions to ask older relatives.  
 You can get more information or follow along with the 
summer reading challenge here: https://
www.cobbcounty.org/library/learning-programs/summer 
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Atlanta History Center 
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 On Monday June 7 at 7 p.m., the Atlanta History Cen-
ter is presenting a program about Juneteenth, the anni-
versary of the end of slavery in the United States. Pulitz-
er Prize winner Annette Gordon-Reed, in conversation 
with Virginia Prescott, will be talking about her book On 
Juneteenth, which talks primarily about the African-
American experience in Texas from Juneteenth onward. 
As well as documenting the history of African Americans 
in Texas, and the formation of Juneteenth as a holiday, 
Gordon-Reed also joins the push for Juneteenth as a 
federally celebrated holiday. It is now sporadically cele-
brated, mostly in Texas. 

Annette Gordon-Reed is also the author of The Hem-
ingses of Monticello, which won her the Pulitzer Prize, 
and is currently a professor at Harvard University. 



Recent Donation 
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 On Friday April 16, we re-
ceived a small donation of 
books on Massachusetts and 
Canada from David Coutu. 
Some of the books on Canada 
are in French, so that will add to 
the authenticity of our immigra-
tion collection, especially for 
material around Quebec. The 
material from Massachusetts is 
primarily marriage records, so if 

that’s the hole you’re try-
ing to fill in your genealo-
gy, you’re in luck! He has 
more material that he 
plans to donate another 
time, once he gets it all 
bound. Come in and see 
it when you visit us next 
week. Who knows, it 

might have gotten through cataloging and already 
be on the shelf. 
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Medical History in Your Genes 

 I’ve talked before about the bust of the DNA kit market, but 

there is one avenue in which that market is growing. That ave-

nue is medical testing. This is a great way for adopted people to 

get their medical history, and for other to see their level of risk 

based on their family history. 

 One specific example comes from a man named William Bry-

ant. He joined a  study in 2015 conducted by the National Insti-

tutes on Health on the role that genes play in health and  how to 

identify gene variants that cause disease. He then promptly for-

got about it, until he got a call in 2018 saying that his results 

from the study were ready. Bryant had a variant in one of his 

genes which increased his likelihood of having a condition 

known as multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2, which in turn 

heavily increased for thyroid tumors and cancer, up to almost a 

guarantee.  When Bryant then got tested and diagnosed with 

thyroid cancer, they caught it early enough that  his treatment 

consisted solely of removing his thyroid. There was no radiation 

or chemotherapy, and he was able to tell family members to get 

tested too. He didn’t have any knowledge of a family history of 

thyroid problems or multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2, so the 

study he participated in likely saved his life, as well as the lives 

of several of his family members. 

 Doctors are pushing for this type of testing to became a regu-

latory part of preventative care, especially for diseases like 

breast cancer, where early detection is key to survival. 
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Links for Genealogy in the News Article 

Be aware that some links may be behind a pay-

wall. 

https://www.biospace.com/article/demand-for-

genetic-and-dna-testing-spurring-adoption-of-

genealogy-products-and-services-fact-mr/ 

https://www.verywellhealth.com/population-based-

screening-new-project-5181690 

https://www.genome.gov/news/news-release/from

-one-genomic-diagnosis-researchers-discover-

other-treatable-health-conditions 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/

germline-genetic-testing-can-benefit-all-cancer-

patients-as-a-routine-practice-in-cancer-care-

301298272.html 

 

  



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Li-
brary  

266 Roswell St.  Mari-
etta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… We open on Tuesday June 1. This is 

day after Memorial Day, so come in 

full of the holiday spirit. This is not 

a limited services opening, but for a 

full list of what is required and what 

is simply recommended, check on the 

Cobb County Library website. 


