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Happy New Year everyone!  The New Year brings hope 

that things can be different, and no matter what this year 

turns out to be, different is a relatively safe bet. I still 

have very little news to offer you on the reopening front, 

but there is a possibility of Switzer offering curbside 

service in the next couple of months. This is of course, 

like everything else, subject to change. When patrons 

will actually be allowed inside the building is un-

known. We miss you dearly, so check in with us via 

email. We would deeply appreciate hearing from any 

and all of you. 

As for now, enjoy the holidays that are coming up in 

whatever way you can. 

 

Ga. Room patrons 

The Patriots 
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Family Search Conference 

The Family Search RootsTech Conference will be February 25-27 and it’s 

free. Signups are open now for the completely virtual event. There are dif-

ferent experiences for families, individuals, and kids, so there is sure to be 

something for everyone. The conference is being recorded, so you’ll have 

access to all the great speakers and content all year round! As an interest-

ing additional tidbit, they are also taking ideas for classes right now. The 

topics they’re looking for are genealogical classes, food and cultural 

demonstrations, travel and world heritage, and clearing your mind activi-

ties, such as yoga, meditation, or exercise. Get out there and share your 

brilliance!  



The National Archives at Atlanta 
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Accessing the new Georgia Room page 

As of January 4, the Cobb County Library Website has been updated! 

Here’s some instructions on how to access the new site! 

1. Go to www.cobbcounty.org/library  

2. There is a black banner listing multiple topics. Click on Learning 

and Programs 

3. Along the left, there is a list of types of library programming. 

Georgia Room is the last one. 

4. The News & Events at the bottom is for the WHOLE library sys-

tem, not just the Georgia Room. 

5. If you remember the old website, there are a few changes.  

a. Under About: 

i. Georgia Room’s history as a collection 

ii. Contact Form  

iii. DISREGARD THE FLOOR PLAN 

1. The layout of the new Georgia Room will be 

updated once the collection is fully in place. 

b. Under Genealogy and History 

i. Resource documents of various parts of the collection  

ii. Links to databases, including Ancestry, Fami-

lySearch, and Fold3 

iii. Book-a-Genealogist – changes to this program 

will be announced at a later date 

1. Not currently active due to library closure and 

health concerns 

iv. Newsletters and Newsletter Archive 
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v. Contact Form 

c. Under Collections 

i. African American Collection 

1. Includes all links and information previously 

available on former site layout 

d. Under Presentations 

i. Once programming resumes, updated dates and infor-

mation will be present here.  

Email with any other questions! 
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Ancestry Library Edition’s at home service is still on-going 

and does not currently have an end date. As a reminder, to 

use it you’ll go through the Georgia Room page and enter 

your Cobb County library card, just like you would for any of 

our other databases. Please remember that we have access 

to this too and we are eager to help. We are still taking re-

search requests through our contact form or by contacting 

Katie directly at nelsonk@cobbcat.org. Take advantage of it 

while it lasts!  

Update on Ancestry Library Edi-

tion! 
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Dekalb History Center 

Pro-

gram!  
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Obituary of Judith Young 

One of our own died on November 10. Her obitu-

ary, posted in the Atlanta Journal Constitution on 

December 13, mentions that among the many won-

derful things she accomplished in her life, she was a 

devoted member of not only the Georgia Room but 

also the Daughters of the 

American Colonists, Daughters 

of the American Revolution, 

the United Daughters of the 

Confederacy, and the Southern 

Dames of America. 

Memorial contributions may 

be made to the DAR, "Be a Shining Star" Project c/

o Martha Adkinson, 4437 Central Drive, Stone 

Mountain, GA 30083 and the Glioblastoma Re-

search Organization, online at gbmresearch.org or 

154 W 14th Street, New York, NY 10011. 

We will all miss her dearly, as will the family she 

left behind, including a brother, sister, and numer-

ous other relations. 



Donations 
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It’s true that we are still not accepting donations until we 
officially open, but every so often we happen upon a 
special case. This donation is from the library of a wom-
an who did her PHD in Indiana history, and whose 
granddaughter donated it to us after she died. October 
Edwards and her family do not live around here and she 
and her parents were only in the area for a few days for 
a separate event. Going through the books now, as we 
decide what will go best in the Georgia Room, it’s aston-
ishing how thorough of a collection this truly is. Be sure 
to check out our newly beefed up Indiana section when 

the Georgia Room reopens! 



Breman Museum 
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 On Thursday February 11 from 10:30-1:30, Jeff Clem-
mons will give a program on Rich’s department store, 
moderated by Tim Asher of the Rich Foundation. It is 
free for members, and $10 for others. Registration infor-
mation can be found on the Breman Museum’s website.   
  
Apart from being the foremost historian on Rich’s de-
partment store, Clemmons has written two books, and 
been involved with several historical projects around At-
lanta. Last year he was among four people nominated 
for an Emmy for producing “Rich’s Remembered” for 
Georgia Public Television. 



Obituary of Bentley Fallis 
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 On December 7, 2020, Bentley Crowe Fallis passed 
away. He was a Cobb County Teacher for 31 years and 
an avid user of the Georgia Room.  He was also a famil-
iar face at sacred harp singings across the state of 
Georgia. 
 
 In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to the Cobb Library Foundation.  
 
 He is survived by his wife Sara, who he 
was married to for over half a century, his 
son Jeff, his daughter-in-law Jennifer Bog-
danich, his beloved granddaughter Phoebe, 
his sister-in-law Linda Sherrill, his niece 
Leah Bennett, his nephew-in-law Justin Bennett, and his 
great-nieces and great-nephew Braylin, Brynlee, and 
Bryson Bennett. To all of them we say that we are so 
sorry for your loss, because it is our loss as well. He will 
be missed. 
 
 To view the entirety of his obituary, follow this link: 
https://legcy.co/3r0U1wr. There was no picture provided. 



Digital Library of Georgia 
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 The Lee County Library Local 
History Collection is now availa-
ble online for free thanks to the 
Digital Library of Georgia. The 
items in this collection are dated 
between 1784-2000 and include 
local and regional church histo-
ries, specifically Baptist and 
Methodist, town histories of plac-
es like Smithville and Starkville, 

oral histories, documentation of 
one of the great natural disasters 
of the last century, 
Tropical Storm Alberto and the 
Great Flood of 1994 that was 
caused by it.  
 
 For more information about this 
vast and fascinating historic collec-
tion, checkout the link to the collec-
tion here: https://dlg.usg.edu/
collection/lep_lclhc. 
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When It’s Not a Cold Case 

 Most of the focus of genetic genealogy is on cold cases. 

These cases have been around for years or decades without 

being solved, and genetic genealogy is a last resort. But what 

about cases that are still actively ongoing? What about 

(relatively) new cases? 

 On December 10, the body of a young girl was found on the 

side of an Oregon Highway. The girl was identified as being 

between 6.5 and 10 years and 3 foot 10 inches and 4 foot 6 

inches tall. That was as close to an identity as they could get. 

According to authorities, she had been dead about a month 

by the time they found her. They have been unable to match 

her identity to any children currently identified as missing, 

though they have made a sketch. 

 DNA analysis is currently ongoing, and authorities plan to 

use genetic genealogy in conjunction with the DNA in order to 

identify the girl. This analysis could take from 3 to 5 months. 

 Oregon is no stranger to genetic genealogy cases, but they 

are currently feeling a budget strain that will make their nor-

mal system far more difficult. The girl’s age also presents 

challenges, as she may not have many records. She proba-

bly hasn't been fingerprinted, she may not have dental rec-

ords, or school pictures, or doctor’s records from broken 

bones and the like. Genetic genealogy in this case is a shot 

in the dark, unless someone comes forward to claim her.   
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Links for Genealogy in the News Story 

 Be aware that some links may be behind a paywall. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2021/01/we-are-throwing-

everything-at-it-genetic-genealogy-may-help-id-girl-found-off-

oregon-highway.html 

 

https://www.kdrv.com/content/news/Police-release-sketch-of-

child-discovered-dead-in-Oregon-state-park-573525281.html 

 

  



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… Corona-

virus has been hard on all of us. Georgia 

wants you to know that you are not alone. 

The Georgia Department of Behavioral 

Health and Developmental Disabilities has 

set up a completely confidential hotline to 

call to take care of your emotional health. 


