
Welcome to 2022! Thank you for
continuing to be a newsletter
subscriber and supporting the Georgia
Room here in the Switzer Public Library.
We have quite a bit of news for you,
many fantastic programs and webinars
for you to check out, and a special
article from the Georgia Library
Association. 

Please note that all programs listed
within this issue are free to the public,
but may require registration. Any
additional fees will be listed with the
event. 

Let's Get Started!
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Hello all,

As we approach 2 years living in a world enduring a global
pandemic, I want to recommend one action to take, no matter who
you are: remember. Our ancestors have lived through their share
of historical events, leading to the lives we now lead. As a
genealogist, whether you're anywhere from a novice to a
professional, I'd like to invite you imagine how you wish to have
later generations comprehend life up to this point. Think about
what memoirs we have from them today and imagine how one
might document what's happening today in the life of someone
living in the 21st century. 

Write it down, create an art piece, or type it up and add it to your
online family tree.

Yes, I am saying to make your mark in history. Include how you've
worked on your own family tree(s) and what resources you wish
were available and what were invaluable. Maybe they'll be found
next month, next year, or in the next generation. This is not an
assignment or a contest. Genealogy is not only about finding facts,
but learning about the people who lived before us. Let's continue
telling our histories. 

Warmly,

Katie Nelson
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Digitizing 
Family History

Don't forget the Georgia Room now has digitization services
available in house every Tuesday.  Appointments can be made for
1-2 hour sessions to use either the flatbed scanners or our large
overhead Bookeye. To digitize outside of this schedule, please
make sure to contact us at your earliest convenience with a date
and time in mind and we will do our best to accommodate you. 

Not sure what to digitize? No problem! 

Our digitization capabilities are currently limited to documents,
microform (fiche and film), and photographs. The next time you
want to share a family memory or preserve an aging material,
keep us in mind!
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Georgia Room Programs:
February

The Metro-Atlanta Chapter of the Afro-American Historical and
Genealogical Society (AAHGS) will be presenting a workshop that
will be livestreamed in the Georgia Room's conference room on
Monday, February 7 at 6:00! Topics will include an overview of
African-American genealogy, steps to get started, and case
studies. 

Please RSVP by emailing Cole at halet@cobbcat.org
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Dr. Fred Carroll of Kennesaw State University will be
presenting a guest lecture in the Georgia Room on
February 21 at 6:00! His lecture will discuss how anti-
communism and the Red Scare influenced and splintered
black journalism.
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Georgia Room Programs:
March

Irish Civil War historian
Dr. Damien Shiels will be
presenting a guest hybrid-
lecture in the Georgia
Room on March 7 at 6:00
PM! 

His lecture will discuss the
250,000 Irish emigrants
who fought for the Union
during the American Civil
War, and the curious
reasons as to why so
many of them are buried
in Andersonville, GA.

For additional information or questions, please reach out to
the Georgia Room by phone at (770) 528-2333.
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Programs: 
Georgia Archives
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African American
Genealogy Day

Presented by the Atlanta Chapter of the
AAHGS and the Georgia Archives

This virtual event will take  place on
Saturday, February 5, in two sessions. 

The first one, which begins at 10 am, will
focus on an overview of Georgia Archives
collections documenting Reconstruction
and Civil Rights in Georgia.

The second session, which will take place
at 11:15 am, will include a brief overview
of the history of the Freedmen’s Bureau
and where the records can be found
online.

Both sessions will also include tips on how
to use these resources in genealogical
research. 

For registration and other information,
follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/5byu6ssz
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Programs: 
Georgia Archives: Lunch 'n Learn

Early Settlers and the
Vetting by the Trustees

Feb. 11
12 pm to 1 pm

 
Speaker: 

Ken Thomas

March 11
12 pm to 1 pm

 
Speaker: 

Sara Butler

Asa Candler, Jr. and the
Atlanta Speedway

The Georgia Archives Lunch 'n' Learn monthly lecture
series take place on the second Friday of every month
and its events are free to the public with no reservation
required. Just bring your lunch to the Archives and enjoy
sitting in for a variety of topics!



WHO NEEDED IT ANYWAY? GETTING
AROUND THE MISSING 1890 CENSUS

Webinars: 
Georgia Genealogical Society

Speaker: Sara Cochran
Date: Feb. 10 @ 8 pm

The loss of the 1890 Federal census is a source of great frustration for
American Genealogists, but all hope is not lost! Learn strategies and
gather tips for success in locating your family in other records between
the 1880 and 1900 Federal censuses.
(description from website).

Copy this link into your browser for more information and registration:

https://gagensociety.org/genealogy-events/who-needed-it-anyway-
getting-around-the-missing-1890-census/
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GLA Spotlight: 
The Georgia Room

The Georgia Library Association hosts a Spotlight feature in which the organization
highlights libraries, library programming, and special collections for a period of
time on their website. Approved submissions will be featured on the GLA website
for 4 weeks, published in their quarterly newsletter, and included in GLA social
media. 

On January 14, 2022, the spotlight shone on the Georgia Room. Here is a tidbit of
the published article:

"Throughout its tenure as a trusted archive of local history, the Georgia Room has
received many thanks from different groups and organizations. A favorite meeting
place for nearby chapters of the National Society for the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the conference room right inside the Georgia Room’s doors
make for a comfortable place for researchers and genealogists to connect and
collaborate. The Cobb County Genealogical Society encourages new members to
familiarize themselves with the collection, and the group frequently donates
materials beneficial to genealogical and local research. The collection, and
therefore the Switzer Public Library itself, serves as a stopping point for many
travelers as they pass through Cobb County and the Southeastern United States."

Check out the link to read the full article:
https://gla.georgialibraries.org/the-georgia-room/



Georgia Room Recs:
 Heritage Months
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If you've never been to the Georgia Room, then you're overdue
for a visit! We have more than a dozen topics divided amongst
the collection into sections that can be easily located with a map. 

However, sometimes researchers need to know a good place to
begin looking within those locations. Here are some
recommendations for the upcoming heritage months: African
American (February) and Irish American (March).

Check out a few resources for each heritage on the next page!
There are so many more resources available for your research
and we are always happy to help. Just give us a call, fill out our

online contact form, or come in and see us!



Georgia Room Recs:
Heritage Months
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African American Resources

 Irish American Resources

Association for the Study of African-American Life and History. The
Journal of African American history. 
Grundset, Eric. Forgotten patriots : African American and American
Indian patriots in the Revolutionary War.
Merritt, Carole. Historic Black resources : a handbook for the
identification, documentation, and evaluation of historic African-
American properties in Georgia.
Smith, Franklin Carter. A genealogist's guide to discovering your
African-American ancestors.

Dobson, David. Irish emigrants in North America.
Falley, Margaret Dickson. Irish and Scotch-Irish ancestral research : a
guide to the genealogical records, methods, and sources in Ireland.
 Grenham, John. Tracing your Irish ancestors : the complete guide. 
 O'Brien, Michael Joseph. Irish settlers in America : a consolidation of
articles from the Journal of the American Irish Historical Society.

This is a fraction of what's available, but gives some insight into what we
have in the collection. Please note that the locations may not be the same,

but all are listed in the online catalog, available at www.cobbcat.org. 



Contact Us:
Georgia Room

Charles Switzer Library 
266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060

(770) 528-2333
 

georgia2@cobbcat.org
georgiac@cobbcat.org

 
Visit us on the web at www.cobbcat.org/georgiaroom/


