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Happy holiday season, everyone!

We've said goodbye to the warm weather (as far
as we know) and are heading into the coldest
months of the year here in the South. This year
has brought many changes to us  here in the
Georgia Room and in the entire genealogy
community. Enjoy our last issue of the year and
help us make next year a great one!
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In this issue:



Christmas Holiday Dec. 23-25

New Year's Holiday Dec. 31 - Jan. 1

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day Jan. 17

Holiday Closings

Please be aware that the library will be closed for the
following holidays. For additional hours and locations,
please check the library website at www.cobbcat.org.
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Please be aware as of this publication, masks are no
longer required in county buildings, including
libraries. The Georgia Room will continue to act in the
best interest of patrons and staff by sanitizing tables
and equipment each morning and between uses.

For the most up-to-date information, please check
the library's website at www.cobbcat.org. 
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Join us as we bring digitization to your fingertips!

Human error has caused the loss or destruction of
countless diaries, family photos, and the like. This
program will not only give those in attendance an
introduction on how to preserve these items, but
will also allow them to digitize their items with the
Georgia Room’s new Bookeye Scanner.

Contact Cole Hale via email at halet@cobbcat.org
or via phone at (770) 528-2333
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Learning about the 
Lost Tribe of Appalachia

Did you know about the “lost tribe of
Appalachia?” Actually, the tribe is not
one group of people but consists of
many families and communities in

the Southeastern states who
descended from Native Americans,

Africans, and Europeans. I am talking
about the Melungeon people. 

They are known for certain physical characteristics and labeled as “tri-racial
isolates” by researchers due to the complex nature of their ancestry, which
goes back to the 1500s. The term “Melungeon” first appeared in print in the

19th century, used in Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina to describe
people of mixed ancestry. A definition of the term may originate from the
French word mélange, which means “mixture.” Other possible etymologies

point towards mixed heritage, with some a bit more focused on the
superstitious aspect of darker skin tones. If you know of any Southeastern or
Appalachian ancestry in your family, you may want to take a look at some of

the resources listed down below!
 

"Melungeon Heritage Association: One People, All Colors."  Melungeon
Heritage Association. http://melungeon.org/
"Melungeon." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melungeon
"Melungeons." FamilySearch.
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Melungeons

References to Learn More

http://melungeon.org/


Check out some other CCPLS programs!
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Recording the
Unexpected Journey

In honor of the 20th anniversary
of The Fellowship of the Ring
premier, which occurred on
December 19, 2001, we are
celebrating the records and
primary resources provided by
those who came before us, by us,
and what stories we hope to tell to
those in the future. 

Have you ever wished to know the events of the past? Do you know the
motivations of your ancestors or the paths they took? Written records are
the most important aspect of genealogy research and finding handwritten
records from ancestors can provide a goldmine of information. We can
contribute so much to our family histories just by recording what we do
during holidays and celebrations. Even speaking about current events, no
matter how uncomfortable the topics may be, provides context to our
descendants about the lives we lead. 

Vacation diaries, photos, letters between relatives, and so much more can
tell the stories no government record ever could. This holiday season,
make sure to note how you celebrate during the festivities and preserve
the memories for the years to come.
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Genealogy Center programming:
AncesTRY Me

An interesting program to check out from the Allen County Public
Library Genealogy Center!

 
Students from the Wayne New Tech High School in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, conducted family history research and presented their

family trees in various media formats, including dioramas and video
games.

 
This program will take place virtually on December 28th. 
Link to program: https://acpl.libnet.info/event/5884316 
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It's that time of year again.
You're wondering what to get
for those you care about and
you want it to mean something
special. Or, possibly, you have
family who just loves to hear
about all the family history
you've found since this time last
year. Either way, genealogy-
inspired gifts are usually a fun
way to show appreciation and
inspire a new year of research-
centered fun (or, at least, a new
conversation starter when the
archives are closed). 

I'll include a few ideas for
genealogy-themed gifts on the
next couple of pages, but don't
let this be your limit! You never
know what you'll find and when
inspiration will strike.

Genealogy Gift Ideas
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Family Tree Makers
You can never go wrong with a simple family tree maker. Books
are the most common and easiest to find, but family tree making
software is also available. Make sure you know what
technological requirements are necessary for the software before
purchasing and ensure the recipient has assistance. 

Genealogy Gift Ideas (cont.)

Family Cookbooks
This is a fun and heartfelt way to
pass on family recipes! Whether
you have it printed or handwrite
everything yourself (ouch!), you can
include memories along with the
recipes that made them. I received
one a few years ago as a Christmas
gift and I absolutely love adding to it
when we find something
particularly yummy.

Photos
Whether on an ornament or
in a frame, photos are a
great go-to for gifts,
especially when the images
include relatives who
possess their own stories
within the family genealogy. 

GEORGIA ROOM REVIEW PAGE 12



Ancestry
Newspapers.com
Family Tree Magazine
National Genealogical Society

Memberships
Although I had website memberships in mind for this section, you
could also consider periodical memberships as well. Is there a
local or useful periodical the recipient may enjoy? Look around
and find out!
Some suggestions: 

I pulled some of these ideas from past programs, but here is an
article full of great ideas you may want to check out:
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/projects/gifts/best-genealogy-gifts/

See you in 2022!

DNA Tests
DNA testing companies typically have great sales around the
holidays, so it won't hurt your wallet too much if you decide to
gift a test to more than one person. Don't forget to research the
various companies and their privacy policies before purchasing.

Genealogy Gift Ideas (cont.)
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Contact Us:
Georgia Room

Charles Switzer Library 
266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060

(770) 528-2333
 

georgia2@cobbcat.org
georgiac@cobbcat.org

 
Visit us on the web at www.cobbcat.org/georgiaroom/
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