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Hello everyone. We’re open!  Work is still being done on 

the parking lot, but the renovation is otherwise com-

pletely over!  If you haven’t, come check out our new 

space. We’ve received many positive comments about 

the windows, and the display cases, and simply the 

amount of space we have for our collection now. We of 

course agree with all positive feedback and know it has 

absolutely nothing to do with the little goodies we put 

in our new foyer. 

The Georgia Room is located at the back of the new li-

brary, so you’ll dead end right into us if you don’t see 

our fabulous new sign. Masks are not required, but they 

are recommended, and temperature checks are still be-

ing done at the door. 

Ga. Room patrons 

The Patriots 
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Fourth of July Parade 

The new Georgia Room has the best view of the Marietta Let Freedom 

Ring Parade. The windows in our new lobby look out right on the parade 

route. This year, it wasn’t too terribly hot, but in the years to come, we an-

ticipate the Georgia Room being the place the come to get out of the heat. 

Because of the view, we were able to get tons of great pictures. The picture 

on the left is of the Mobile Azalea Trail Maids. I can only imagine how 

grateful they were for the mild weather. Can you imagine wearing that in 

the heat we’re having now? The picture on the right is of the member of 

the libraries that volunteered to push 

book cars in the parade. Look at how 

patriotic those carts are! 
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Georgia Archives! 



The Atlanta History Center 
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Ancestry Library Edition’s at home service has been renewed 

until the end of the year. As a reminder, to use it you’ll go 

through the Georgia Room page on the new website and en-

ter your Cobb County library card, just like you would for any 

of our other databases. If it redirects you through Galileo, 

there is an institutional login in the middle of the page. The 

current Galileo password is bend. You can also use the An-

cestry Library edition in the Georgia Room as well as any of 

the libraries in the Cobb County Library System. Take ad-

vantage of this choice while it lasts! 

Update on Ancestry Library Edi-

tion! 
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National Archives at At-

lanta! 
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Program Update! 
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  On Saturday July 24, Katie Nelson gave a program 
on the Georgia Room at IGHR. This was a 30 minutes 
program that took place in one the breakout rooms and 
contained an overview of the Georgia Room collection 
and services. There were 20 attendees. Even if you 
weren’t there, you’ve got to check out this chart. How 
cool is that? 
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Atlanta Journal Constitu-

tion Article! 

 

 

 

 

 



Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 

Park  
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On Saturday August 7th at 11:00 a.m., Kennesaw Moun-
tain National Battlefield Park is presenting a program on 
their Illinois Monument. This program will take approxi-
mately two hours. 
 
Recently, this monument was vandalized, so this is a 
prime opportunity for the Kennesaw Mountain Park 
Rangers to educate people on the history and purpose 
of the monument. This program is outside, so be sure to 
hydrate! 



Breman Museum 
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 The Breman Museum is turning 25! On September 
19, from 5:30-8:30, the Breman Museum will be cele-
brating its 25 anniversary with an event they are call-
ing “Celebrate Chutzpah!” This looks like it will be 
some party, so come with all that energy you’ve had 
saved up from being cooped up indoors. 



Recent Donation 
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 The last week of June we received a donation of the 
Colonial Records of Georgia by Allen D. Candler and a 
copy of the Birch Family History from Brian Brown. The 
Colonial Records of Georgia donation is a set of 26 
books ranging from official minutes of councils to jour-
nals and original papers of government workers, all from 

the early 
to mid 
1700s. 
It’s 
amazing 
to get a 
complete 
set like 
this, and 
they’re in 
such 
good 
condition 
too! 
These 
and the 

family history will make great additions to our collection. 
Come in and see them! 
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“Sent Away”- Finding Ancestors in Asylums 

It’s hard enough to find ancestors that were institutionalized 

for criminal reasons. It’s even worse for those that were sent 

to asylums. These people were often never mentioned 

again, were potentially buried in mass graves, and the rec-

ords that do exist are often protected by HIPAA .  

With female ancestors, this process can be even harder. 

Women could be sent to asylums by husbands or male rela-

tives for practically anything and they had no control. Docu-

mented cases have included postpartum depression, inherit-

ed insanity, epileptic seizures, strokes, “female hysteria,” dis-

agreements with husband about anything, birth control or 

“menstrual suppression” as it would have been termed. 

In order to get the official records from the asylum, you need 

to prove that you are a direct relative to the person in order 

to satisfy HIPAA laws. If you aren’t a direct relative of the 

person that you are researching, one way to get records is 

through the probate courts. Committing someone to an insti-

tution often begins at a probate court and those records are 

easier to access than the official medical records, where 

they exist. Another idea is to comb the local newspaper for 

articles, as some newspapers published court proceedings 

and some cases became famous enough to make papers. 
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Links For Genealogy in the News Article 

 

 https://www.asylumprojects.org/index.php/

Asylum_Projects_Genealogical_Requests 

https://minds.wisconsin.edu/bitstream/handle/1793/6687/

Lunacy%20in%20the%2019th%20Century.pdf?

sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

https://www.gvnews.com/lifestyle/genealogy-today-searching-for

-ancestor-who-was-sent-away/article_e1370016-df40-11eb-

ab7d-abcc5a8a396c.html 



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Li-
brary  

266 Roswell St.  Mari-
etta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… We 

have two new databases! These are Black 

Life in America and Heritage Hub. These 

are both available through NewsBank 

and can be accessed through the Georgia 

Room page, just like our other databases 

and online resources.  


