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It's Time For
River Rendezvous!

Volume 18 Issue 3

Saturday, June 5th, 2021 
8:00am - 1:00pm 
Cobb County Water Quality Lab 

The Watershed Stewardship Program and the Sierra Club Cobb Centennial Group are looking for volunteers who 
want to have fun and be outdoors while donating their time to a good cause! River Rendezvous is an annual event 
that looks at water quality at 30 sites along Rottenwood Creek. Volunteers will collect samples for lab analysis, 
perform water quality testing and habitat surveys, and clean litter from the creek. At previous events, volunteers 
have been integral in finding and reporting active sewer leaks. 

This year River Rendezvous looks a little different than years past. Instead of gathering in person, participants 
will attend a virtual orientation prior to the main event and caravan in teams to three monitoring sites each. 
This means each participant will be required to drive their own vehicle to each of their team’s sites on nearby 
Rottenwood Creek. The leader of each group, a trained and experienced Adopt-A-Stream volunteer or staff 
person, will lead the caravan with the equipment needed to collect samples and conduct the water tests. If you 
are not certified in Adopt-A-Stream, that’s okay, we still need your help! Once the three sites are completed, the 
caravan returns to the water lab and drops the samples and equipment off and their day is complete. There is 
plenty of opportunity to learn new water testing skills and get a closer look at our local waterways while you see 
portions of Rottenwood Creek that are typically not accessed.

This is a fun, all ages event. No experience in water testing is necessary, but come prepared to be outdoors and 
get your feet wet! Email water_rsvp@cobbcounty.org to for more information and to register.

Photo Source: https://tinyurl.com/12g21erw

http://www.cobbstreams.org
https://www.pinterest.com/waterrsvp/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cobb-county-watershed-stewardship-program
https://www.facebook.com/Cobb-County-Watershed-Stewardship-Program-268876371731/
mailto:water_rsvp%40cobbcounty.org?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/12g21erw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cobb-county-watershed-stewardship-program
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WATER SAVER

The arrival of warmer, and usually drier, weather means an increase in the use of a home’s irrigation system. An increase in water use through irrigation 
doesn’t have to mean wasteful water use. To minimize your wasteful water use, before you ramp up your outdoor watering spend some time inspecting 
your irrigation system to make sure you are watering efficiently and effectively.

Spruce up your sprinkler system with these tips from the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s WaterSense program: 

Check your system for clogged, broken, or missing sprinkler heads. A broken or 
missing sprinkler head can waste up to 25,000 gallons of water over a six-month 
irrigation period. If you don’t feel comfortable repairing broken sprinkler heads 
yourself, find an irrigation professional certified by a WaterSense labeled irrigation 
program to do the work for you.

Examine points where the sprinkler heads connect to pipes/hoses. If water is pooling 
in your landscape or you have large soggy areas, you could have a leak in your system. 
A leak as small as the tip of a ballpoint pen (1/32 of an inch) can waste as much as 
6,300 gallons of water per month.

Your driveway, house, and sidewalk don’t need water. Redirect sprinklers so they 
water only the landscape.

Pay attention to your irrigation controller clock. If you have a programmed irrigation system, make sure you are only watering before 10:00am and after 
4:00pm to avoid evaporation. Update your system’s schedule with the seasons, or select a WaterSense labeled controller to take the guesswork out of 
scheduling. As always, make sure your irrigation system isn’t running while it’s raining. Save water and your money and let nature do the work.

Since smart irrigation is only one piece of the puzzle when it comes to reducing outdoor water waste, here are a few more ideas to keep in mind when 
creating a landscape or irrigation system:

Promote Water-Smart Landscaping. When updating your landscaping, choose plant 
varieties that require less water, such as drought-tolerant plants or species that are 
native to your region. Once established, native and low water-using plants require 
little water beyond normal rainfall. Find a section of your landscape that is suitable 
for these plants to reduce watering requirements in that zone. And remember, 
sometimes plants will go dormant, but they should come back to life in the next 
growing season. 

Feed Your Soil. Healthy soil can hold more water and provide important nutrients for 
plants. Aerating and mulching are great ways to loosen the soil and retain nutrients 
in the soil. Healthier soil means that you will not have to irrigate as often. Organic 
and inorganic soil amendments can be mixed into the soil and increase how much 
water the soil can hold.

 
Get in the Zone. Your irrigation system may have different zones so that it can provide 
water to plants that have similar water needs (i.e., hydrozones). The plant and soil 
type in each zone will determine how long the system should run. Establishing 
different hydrozones in the landscape prevents different plant types from receiving 
too much or too little water. Get to know your zones by testing them one by one on 
the controller, so that you can adjust a particular zone. 

Get Control of Your Watering Habits. In an automated watering system, the irrigation controller activates each irrigation zone. A clock-timed irrigation 
controller can be set with a repeatable schedule, but since it does not connect to any weather service or weather device you will need to remember 
to change the schedule with the seasons. To automate seasonal schedule changes, consider installing a WaterSense labeled weather-based irrigation 
controller. These controllers connect to a local weather service or have an onsite weather sensor to adjust the irrigation schedule based on local 
weather, allowing watering schedules to better match plants’ needs. 

Photo Credit: Scott Denny
 https://tinyurl.com/v652lq3

Start Your Sprinkler Spruce-UpStart Your Sprinkler Spruce-Up

Photo Source: https://tinyurl.com/y82mb2lu

https://tinyurl.com/v652lq3
https://tinyurl.com/y82mb2lu
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Allatoona’s current level: 
840.11 feet, above full pool 

Chattahoochee River and tributaries: 
At normal ranges

Lake Lanier: 
1070.68 feet, below full pool           

COBB'S CLIMATE UPDATE
Declared Water Restrictions Status: 
Non-Drought Status
Outdoor water use: Irrigation permitted 
daily before 10 AM and after 4 PM. 

No restrictions on other outdoor water 
uses: car washing, pressure washing, and 
hand watering.        

OBSERVATIONS

As you take a walk in the woods this summer, you may hear the distinctive sound of woodpeckers foraging for 
food or communicating with other woodpeckers. There are six species of woodpecker you can find year-round 
in our area of Georgia. The Downey Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens), Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus), 
Hairy Woodpecker (Leuconotopicus villosus), Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus), Red-headed 
Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus), and Pileated Woodpecker (Hylatomus pileatus) range in size from 
6.25 inches to almost 19 inches long. Habitats range from moist wooded areas, along the forest edge, open 
fields, and some species can even be seen visiting a backyard feeder for suet. Woodpeckers diets include a 
wide variety of insects and can also include spiders, earthworms, nuts, seeds, berries, and fruit. 

Sources:  https://notonlybirds.com/woodpeckers-in-georgia/
                 https://georgiawildlife.blog/2018/01/13/whos-knocking-in-your-neck-of-the-woods/

U.S. Drought Monitor: None
Rainfall Level: Above Normal
• 2021 Total: 30.72 inches
• Jan-May Historical Average: 20.71 inches
Rainfall March - May 2021:
• March: 7.15 inches
• April: 3.11 inches
• May: 8.69 inches

Know Your Irrigation Rate 
Here in the Atlanta area, established plantings only need one inch of water per 
week. To know how long to run your system to reach that one inch, determine the 
flow rate of your system by consulting information available from the manufacturer. 
If you want an estimate based on the actual flow rate, follow these tips: Save several 
empty cans, such as tuna cans, and make a mark 1/2 inch from the bottom of each 
can. Place the empty cans around your lawn while you’re watering, and time how 
long it takes to collect 1/2 inch of water. Based on that time, you can determine how 
long to run your system to reach the one inch recommended watering amount. If 
you need help, a certified irrigation professional can help you make sure your yard 
is getting the water it needs. 

Cycle and Soak 
Give this a try if you see water pooling during irrigation: Run a single irrigation zone 
and see how long it takes for water to pool on the surface. Split your total runtime 
into shorter cycle intervals that will add up to the total runtime, and spread out 
irrigation events to allow the water to soak into the soil. For example, if it takes 15 
minutes to reach your recommended watering amount, set the system to water 
three times for 5 minutes. Allow about 30 minutes between cycles to let the water 
soak into the landscape. Repeat with the other zones in your landscape. 

Learn more about maintaining a water-smart yard by visiting the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s WaterSense website at www.epa.gov/
watersense/outdoors.

Photo Credit: Evan Clements
https://tinyurl.com/37fff4zv

CONSERVATION TIP

Most spray sprinklers have recommended operating pressures between 30 pounds per square inch (psi) 
and 45 psi. Operating a sprinkler system at a pressure higher than recommended can cause significant 
water waste, due to excessive flow rates, misting, fogging, overspray, and uneven coverage. High water 
pressure can be caused by high supply pressure or changes in landscape elevation. High pressure can be 
managed by installing pressure regulators on the main line near valves that separate irrigation zones or 
sprinkler bodies that have internal pressure regulation. The location and number of pressure regulators 
will depend on where a system experiences high pressure. A pressure regulator on the main line will 
reduce incoming supply water pressure for the entire system. To test the water pressure at your home, 
you will need a water pressure gauge.  Since water pressure can vary throughout the day, make sure to 
test psi as close to the time of day that you would irrigate. If you find your pressure is too high, or notice 
your sprinkler heads are misting more than watering, contact a certified irrigation specialist to audit your 
system and repair if necessary.

Red-bellied Woodpecker
Photo Source: https://tinyurl.com/ypyj3ucs

https://notonlybirds.com/woodpeckers-in-georgia/ 
https://georgiawildlife.blog/2018/01/13/whos-knocking-in-your-neck-of-the-woods/ 
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoors
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoors
https://tinyurl.com/37fff4zv
https://tinyurl.com/ypyj3ucs
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FEATURED ARTICLE

How the humble woodchip is How the humble woodchip is 
cleaning up water worldwidecleaning up water worldwide

Australian pineapple, Danish trout, and Midwestern U.S. corn farmers are not often 
lumped together under the same agricultural umbrella. But they and many others who 
raise crops and animals face a common problem: excess nitrogen in drainage water. 
Whether it flows out to the Great Barrier Reef or the Gulf of Mexico, the nutrient 
contributes to harmful algal blooms that starve fish and other organisms of oxygen.

But there's a simple solution that significantly reduces the amount of nitrogen 
in drainage water, regardless of the production system or location: denitrifying 
bioreactors.

"Nitrogen pollution from farms is relevant around the world, from corn and bean 
farms here in Illinois to sugarcane and pineapple farms in Australia to diverse farms 
bordered by ditches in Belgium. We're all dealing with this issue. It's really exciting 
that bioreactors are bringing us together around a potential solution," says Laura 
Christianson, assistant professor in the Department of Crop Sciences at the University of Illinois and lead author on a new synthesis article accepted 
for publication in Transactions of the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE).

Denitrifying bioreactors come in many shapes and sizes, but in their simplest form, they're trenches filled with wood chips. Water from fields or 
aquaculture facilities flows through the trench, where bacteria living in wood chip crevices turn nitrate into a harmless gas that escapes into the air. 

This edge-of-field conservation practice has been studied for at least a dozen years, but most of what scientists know about nitrogen removal 
rates is based on laboratory replicas and smaller-scale experimental setups. The USDA's National Resource Conservation Service published a set of 
standardized bioreactor guidelines in 2015, based in part on Christianson's early field-scale work, and now more and more U.S. farmers are adding 
bioreactors. They're catching on in other countries, too.

The ASABE article is the first to synthesize the available data from full-size bioreactors on working farms across the world.

"After gathering all the data, the message is bioreactors work. We've shown a 20-40% reduction in nitrate from bioreactors in the Midwest, and now 
we can say bioreactors around the world are pretty consistent with that," Christianson says.

She adds bioreactors, like all conservation practices, have their limitations, 
but nitrous oxide emissions aren't one of them.

"People are worried we're just transferring nitrate in water for nitrous 
oxide, which is a greenhouse gas. We don't know the full story on nitrous 
oxide with bioreactors yet, but we can say with good confidence they're 
not creating a huge nitrous oxide problem," she says. "They're just not."

Christianson says farmers frequently ask her about monitoring the water 
in bioreactors, so she and her co-authors detail the process in the ASABE 
article. She also partnered with the Illinois Farm Bureau to create a series 
of step-by-step videos explaining how to test the water.

"For monitoring, there are two parts. You have to know how much water 
is flowing through the bioreactor and how much nitrogen is in the water," 
she says.

The short videos, which are aimed at non-researchers such as farmers 
and water quality volunteers, break the process down into five steps. 
Christianson notes her students, postdoctoral researchers, and lab staff 
all pulled together to create the series.

The videos are available at https://go.aces.illinois.edu/MonitoringMagic.

Bioreactor being installed on farm.

At 2,116 square miles, the 2020 hypoxic zone in the Gulf of Mexico is the 3rd smallest ever measured in the 34-year record. Red area denotes 2 milligrams per liter of 
oxygen or lower at the bottom of the seafloor. (Bottom panel) Long-term measured size of the hypoxic zone (green bars) measured since 1985, including the target goal 
established by the Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrient Task Force and the 5-year average measured size (black dashed lines). For more information: 
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/deadzone.html

By: Laura Christianson
Source: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/04/210415170716.htm

https://go.aces.illinois.edu/MonitoringMagic
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/deadzone.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/04/210415170716.htm
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Secrets of Snakes: The Science beyond the Myths
By David Steen

Snakes inspire extreme reactions. Love or hate these limbless reptiles, almost everyone is fascinated by 
them. Although snakes are widespread and frequently encountered, they may be more misunderstood 
than any other group of animals. From giant rattlesnakes to mating dances, there are dozens of myths and 
misconceptions about snakes. In Secrets of Snakes: The Science beyond the Myths, wildlife biologist David 
Steen tackles the most frequently asked questions and clears up prevailing myths.

In a conversational style with a bit of humor, Steen presents the relevant biology and natural history of 
snakes, making the latest scientific research accessible to a general audience. When addressing myths 
about snakes, he explains how researchers use the scientific method to explain which parts of the myth are 
biologically plausible and which are not.

Steen also takes a close look at conventional wisdom and common advice about snakes. For example, 
people are told they can distinguish coralsnakes from non-venomous mimics by remembering the rhyme, 
“red on black, friend of Jack, red on yellow, kill a fellow,” but this tip is only relevant to coralsnakes and 
two mimics living in the southeastern United States, and it does not always work with other species or in 
other countries.

Enhanced by more than 100 stunning color photographs and three original drawings, Secrets of Snakes: The Science beyond the Myths encourages 
readers to learn about the snakes around them and introduces them to how scientists use the scientific method and critical thinking to learn about 
the natural world.                     

Source: https://tinyurl.com/s6ao9e3 

We would like to thank Emily Seed, KSU Fine Arts and 
Graphic Communications graduate, for producing the 
artwork for our 2021 volunteer t-shirt. Emily says her 
approach to the design was to illustrate the “look into 
nature” aspect of the quote, bringing awareness to the 
environment. But looking is not as important as actually 
seeing and understanding. The animals illustrated are 
a red fox, bobcat, and black bear. Although maybe not 
directly affected, these animals still feel the effects of 
any water and environmental change.

Look Deep into Nature,

and then You Will Understand

Everything Better.    Albert Einstein_

Look Deep into Nature,

and then You Will Understand

Everything Better.    Albert Einstein_

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Every spring families and their furry friends get that itch to be outdoors. Whether you have a dog, a cat, birds or even 
backyard chickens, remember to always pick up pet waste and properly dispose of it into a trash can. When left on 
the ground,  rain can cause pet waste to travel into a storm drain, where it will wind up in our local waterways. Pet 
waste contains nutrients and bacteria that can disrupt the ecological balance of our local streams, rivers and creeks! 
One of the easiest solutions to “poo-llution” is to simply scoop the poop. It is a small, but powerful everyday habit 
that can help protect our waterways! If you have already taken up your civic doody always scoop the poop, we invite 
you to be a role model for our community and join our #PickItUp4Cobb Social Media Sweepstakes from June 1st 
through June 23rd, 2021. Three randomly selected participants will win a pet-themed goodie bag that will contain a 
pet waste bag dispenser, a refill, a bandana, and a collapsible pet bowl! Entering is easy! Here’s how:
1. Take a sheet of paper and write (make sure to fill in the blanks): 
     Hi, my name is _____. 
     My owner always picks up my poop because… ____. 
     #PickItUp4Cobb
2. Snap a photo of your dog and include the completed sheet in the photo. You can hold it up with your hand, fold  
    it so it props up, or get creative! 

3. Post this photo on either Facebook, Twitter  or Instagram and include #PickItUp4Cobb in the description. Remember to include the hashtag.
Good luck, have fun, and remember to always Pick It Up!

https://tinyurl.com/s6ao9e3 
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PROGRAM NEWS

w e l cm e
DiHydrogen Monoxide 

Chemical Monitoring on Rottenwood Creek

Adopt-A-Stream Award Winners
Each year the Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program recognizes outstanding volunteers for their hard work and dedication. Three recipients from 
Cobb County were honored for their work in 2020. The awards were presented virtually in March at Adopt-A-Stream’s annual conference, 
Confluence. In addition to the three award winners, our fall 2020 high school intern, Annabelle Stultz, was selected to present during the 
science poster session on her research of the Chemical Effect of Schools Re-Opening on Allatoona Creek. Congratulations to all the 2020 Adopt- 
A-Stream winners!     

Leslie Atkins and Allie Walker, teachers at 
Tritt Elementary School, were recognized 
with the Excellence in Education Award for 
their ongoing efforts to provide the Adopt-A-
Stream experience to their students. 

David Zandstra and Ric Donato received 
the Excellence in Data Collection Award. 
Together they have monitored at Lakewood 
Colony since July 15, 2008. In 156 months 
of monitoring, they have only missed one 
month of monitoring!

CCWS's very own Shaundon Moore was 
named the New Trainer of the Year. 
Shaundon has been integral in teaching 
Adopt-A-Stream lessons and certifications 
to school groups and during community 
workshops. 

Stewardship Stars
Excellence in Data Collection

The following volunteers have submitted data each month during the
March, April, and May quarter:

Anne Ledbetter Anne Ledbetter - Chemical & Bacterial- Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Poplar CreekMonitoring on Poplar Creek
Beving on Lake Allatoona Beving on Lake Allatoona - Chemical & Bacterial- Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Lake AllatoonaMonitoring on Lake Allatoona
Cobb Progressives - Cobb Progressives - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Noonday CreekChemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Noonday Creek
Concord Woolen Mill - Concord Woolen Mill - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Nickajack CreekChemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Nickajack Creek
Connie Ghosh - Connie Ghosh - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Rubes CreekChemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Rubes Creek
Ernstes - Ernstes - Chemical Monitoring on Ward CreekChemical Monitoring on Ward Creek
Georgia Lake Monitoring - Georgia Lake Monitoring - Chemical Monitoring on Lake AcworthChemical Monitoring on Lake Acworth
Good Guy Greg - Good Guy Greg - Chemical Monitoring on Proctor CreekChemical Monitoring on Proctor Creek
Grams Collins Gals - Grams Collins Gals - Chemical Monitoring in Willeo WatershedChemical Monitoring in Willeo Watershed
Hannah Harris - Hannah Harris - Chemical Monitoring in Willeo WatershedChemical Monitoring in Willeo Watershed
Heidi Stevens - Heidi Stevens - Chemical Monitoring on Willeo CreekChemical Monitoring on Willeo Creek
Kaeden Hill - Kaeden Hill - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring in Chattahoochee WatershedChemical & Bacterial Monitoring in Chattahoochee Watershed
Lakewood Colony - Lakewood Colony - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring in Rubes WatershedChemical & Bacterial Monitoring in Rubes Watershed
Mud Creek Trocolli - Mud Creek Trocolli - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Mud CreekChemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Mud Creek
Pope High School - Pope High School - Chemical Monitoring in Sewell Mill WatershedChemical Monitoring in Sewell Mill Watershed
Richard’s Creek - Richard’s Creek - Chemical Monitoring in Allatoona WatershedChemical Monitoring in Allatoona Watershed
Sierra Club Centennial Group - Sierra Club Centennial Group - Chemical, Bacterial, & Macro Monitoring in Rottenwood WatershedChemical, Bacterial, & Macro Monitoring in Rottenwood Watershed
Simon Locke - Simon Locke - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Butler & Proctor CreekChemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Butler & Proctor Creek
Team Salty - Team Salty - Chemical Monitoring on Sope CreekChemical Monitoring on Sope Creek
Village North Highlands - Village North Highlands - Chemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Willeo CreekChemical & Bacterial Monitoring on Willeo Creek
Whitefield Academy - Whitefield Academy - Chemical, Bacterial, Habitat, & Macro Monitoring on Nickajack CreekChemical, Bacterial, Habitat, & Macro Monitoring on Nickajack Creek

            

Thank you for your hard work and dedication!      

Find out what we've been up to!
Our 2020-21 Annual Report is now available 
online. Visit www.cobbstreams.org, under 

“About.”

Summer Library Series
June 9 • 3:30pm - 4:15pm • with Kemp Memorial Library
June 24 • 3:30pm - 4:15pm • with Gritters Library
July 14 • 10:30am - 11:30am • with Mountain View Regional Library
July 28 • 11:00am - 12:00pm • Cuento con temática de mascotas, en Español with Powder Springs Library 
Join us this summer as we partner with your local library for virtual story and craft time. This summer's story 
will be pet themed and we'll be making homemade Dog Treats together. Story and craft is geared towards 
preschool to younger elementary ages.

http://cobbcounty.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=277&Itemid=1395
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SEASONAL HAPPENINGS

Congratulations to the winners of our 2nd annual waterSmart photography contest! This photography contest, in partnership with the Cobb County-
Marietta Water Authority, is designed for Cobb County high school students who have a passion for both photography and our environment. Students 
were asked to submit images, taken in Cobb County, in one of six categories. Over 120 entries were submitted from 9 participating schools and winning 
entries were turned into notecards that will be distributed throughout the county. To view all winning entries, visit https://tinyurl.com/yhnc3wp4. 
  

Rain Barrel Make & Take Workshops
June 11 • 9:00am - 10:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Water Quality Lab's Wildlife & Rain Garden
July 19 • 9:00am - 10:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Water Quality Lab's Wildlife & Rain Garden 
August 18 • 9:00am - 10:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Water Quality Lab's Wildlife & Rain Garden
A rain barrel is a rainwater harvesting system that is connected to a downspout from a house or building. By collecting 
rainwater, you can save energy, water, and money. Rain barrels also help reduce erosion and storm water runoff 
and increase water quality. Participants will have the opportunity to make and take home a free rain barrel. Space is 
limited. One per household. Cobb County residents only. 

Fairy Habitat Workshops
June 15 • 10:00am - 12:00pm • Terrell Mill Park, 480 Terrell Mill Road SE, Marietta
August 11 • 10:00am - 12:00pm • Shaw Park, 900 Shaw Park Rd, Marietta 
Our youngest environmental stewards also fulfill a very important role in Cobb County. Participants in this workshop will learn what is necessary to 
create a habitat for small creatures, then practice their new knowledge by building a fairy house in Cobb County Parks. Designed to foster a foundation 
of service, an appreciation for being outdoors, and a sense of wonder for the natural world, Fairy Habitat Workshops strive to ensure all creatures 
have a healthy and secure home place. Every person attending, regardless of age, must be registered for the program. There will be a maximum of 
three registrations per person, those not registered for the program will not be allowed to participate. In order to ensure this program is available to 
as many participants as possible, please do not register and/or bring children who will not be actively participating in the workshop. Additional Fairy 
Habitat Workshops are planned for September and November. 

Lunch & Learn Series
June 25 • Plankton of Ponds with Kevin Spingler 
July 30 • Smart Irrigation 
August 27 • Household Hazardous Waste
In response to common questions and concerns about various topics related to water quality, pollution prevention, water conservation, and  other 
issues that the Water System can help with, these Lunch & Learns will be presented virtually, with time consideration for the typical lunch break. 
Cobb residents will better understand the ins and outs of our water supply, how to protect it, and how the system works for everyone. All Lunch 
& Learns are held from 12:00-12:45pm and presented online. 

Rivers Alive Stream Cleanup
August 14 • 9:00am - 12:00pm • Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area - Paces Mill Unit, 3444 Cobb Pkwy, Atlanta  
Rivers Alive is Georgia's annual volunteer waterway cleanup event that targets all waterways in the State including streams, rivers, lakes, beaches, and 
wetlands. The mission of Rivers Alive is to create awareness of and involvement in the preservation of Georgia's water resources. Rivers Alive is held 
annually each fall and is a program of the Georgia Environmental Protection Division Outreach Program.

More information can be found on our calendar at www.cobbstreams.org.
Social distancing mandatory. Participant number limited.
Programs are subject to cancellation based on public health conditions.
Registrants will receive confirmations for all programs.

Christina Hulette  Allatoona High School
Veronica Sills  Campbell High School
Ava Ferguson  Harrison High School
Nathan NeSmith  Kell High School
Luke David Sullivan  Kennesaw Mountain High School
Quinn Lynes  Lassiter High School
Jasmine Mendoza  Pebblebrook High School
Amelie Woods  Walton High School
Hailey Marie Perez  Walton High School
Lydia Zeng  Walton High School
Emma Zeng  Walton High School
Arabella Brown  Wheeler High School

https://tinyurl.com/yhnc3wp4
http://www.cobbstreams.org
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June
5 River Rendezvous • 8:00am - 1:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory
9 Pet Themed Storytime & Dog Treat Bake-with-me with Kemp Library • 3:30pm - 4:15pm • Virtual Presentation
11 Rain Barrel Make & Take • 9:00am - 10:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
15 Fairy Habitat Workshop • 10:00am - 12:00pm • Terrell Mill Park
17 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
17 Adopt-A-Stream Bacterial Monitoring Workshop • 6:30pm - 9:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory
23 Adopt-A-Stream Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Training Workshop • 9:30am - 3:00pm • Nickajack Creek
24 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
24 Pet Themed Storytime & Dog Treat Bake-with-me with Gritters Library • 3:30pm - 4:15pm • Virtual Presentation
25 Lunch & Learn: Plankton of Ponds with Kevin Spingler • 12:00pm - 12:45pm • Virtual Presentation

July
8 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden

10 Community BioBlitz • 10:00am - 12:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
14 Watershed Cleanup in Sibley Forest • 8:30am - 10:30am • Contact for Specific Location

14 Pet Themed Storytime & Dog Treat Bake-with-me with Mountain View Library • 10:30am - 11:30am • Virtual Presentation
15 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden

15 Adopt-A-Stream Chemical Monitoring Workshop • 6:30pm - 9:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory
17 Community BioBlitz • 10:00am - 12:00pm • Allatoona Creek Park

19 Rain Barrel Make & Take • 9:00am - 10:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
22 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden

28 Cuento con temática de mascotas, en Español with Powder Springs Library • 11:00am - 12:00pm • Virtual Presentation
30 Lunch & Learn: Smart Irrigation • 12:00pm - 12:45pm • Virtual Presentation

31 Amphibian Hike • 6:30pm - 8:00pm • Heritage Park

August
3 Our Stream Stories • 7:00pm - 8:30pm • Virtual Presentation
5 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
11 Fairy Habitat Workshop • 10:00am - 12:00pm • Shaw Park

12 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
13 Amphibian Hike • 6:30pm - 8:00pm • Price Park
14 Rivers Alive Cleanup • 9:00am - 12:00pm • Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area - Paces Mill Unit
18 Rain Barrel Make & Take • 9:00am - 10:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
19 Adopt-A-Stream Bacterial Monitoring Workshop • 6:30pm - 9:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory
20 Great GA Pollinator Census Webinar • 11:00am - 11:50am • Virtual Presentation
21 Great GA Pollinator Census • 10:00am - 11:00am & 11:00am - 12:00pm • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
26 Rain Garden Work Day • 8:30am - 10:30am • Cobb County Water Quality Laboratory Wildlife & Rain Garden
27 Lunch & Learn: Household Hazardous Waste, Reading Labels, How to Make Non-toxic Cleaning Solution • 12:00pm - 12:45pm • Virtual Presentation
28 Noonday Habitat Demonstration Site Workday • 10:00am - 11:30am • Noonday Creek Trailhead 

This is an official publication of the Cobb County Water System, an agency of the Cobb County Board of Commissioners.

Cobb County Water SystemCobb County Water System
662 South Cobb Drive662 South Cobb Drive
Marietta, Georgia 30060Marietta, Georgia 30060

To register for these events,
visit www.cobbstreams.org. 

http://www.cobbstreams.org

