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As a new feature in the Georgia Room, Jeffrey Kurtz 

will be updating our social media page every month. For 

October, it’s National German American Day, which is 

October 6.  

Did you know that German religious refugees were 

among the first European settlers in Georgia? In 1731, 

one year before England established the colony of Geor-

gia under the leadership of James Oglethorpe, German 

protestants fleeing religious persecution established the 

settlement of Ebenezer, Georgia, just North of Savan-

nah.  

Immigrants from Germany brought their customs, tradi-

tions, and technological prowess. They are to thank for 

the Conestoga Wagon, the iconic wagon that transported 

settlers West across America.  The Pennsylvania Dutch 

also gifted America with the Christmas tree and intro-

duced us to Santa Claus.  

Some German-American authors you may want to check 

out at Cobb County Libraries: Cornelia Funke’s 

“Inkheart” trilogy, and  E. J. Feuchtwanger’s autobiog-

raphy as a Jewish refugee 

from Nazi Germany, 

“Hitler, my neighbor: 

memories of a Jewish 

childhood, 1929-1939.”  Ga. Room patrons 

The Patriots 
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Program Alert 

Dragon Con, like most other things this year, was virtual. Normally, the li-

brary volunteers by setting up a table there. This year, they reached out to 

Cobb, Fulton, and Gwinnett counties to do a series of virtual book talks off 

of a list. Our very own Katie Nelson took it upon 

herself to do one. She did her book talk on Resistance 

Reborn: Journey to Star Wars: 

Rise of Skywalker by Rebecca 

Roanhorse. This novel takes 

place between The Last Jedi and 

Rise of Skywalker, and while 

owning up to being more of a 

Oscar Isaac/Poe Dameron fan than a full on Star 

Wars fan, Katie does a fantastic job. Not that any one 

of us would doubt her for a moment, but it is worth noting. She says that 

the book starts slowly, but does encompass the general awesomeness ex-

pected from a Star Wars novel. General awesomeness can of course be an-

other name for now General Leia as well. Whatever your opinion is of the 

newer Star Wars movies, you should pick up this book. I know from expe-

rience that media tie-in novels can be better than the media they tie into. 

It’s amazing what different writers can do. To watch her full book talk, fol-

low this link: https://www.dragoncon.org/dragonaward/videos/

Media_Tie_In_Resistance_Reborn.mp4 



Atlanta History Center Program! 

On Thursday October 22 at 7 p.m., the 

Atlanta History Center will host a vir-

tual program on the book The Zealot 

and The Emancipator: John Brown, Abra-

ham Lincoln, and the Struggle for Ameri-

can Freedom by H.W. Brands. The book 

is about the two men and their radical-

ly different strategies for eliminating 

slavery in this country. These are strat-

egies that we still see with issues we face today: do you 

throw something completely out 

the window when you find it un-

just, or do you gradually drag it out 

legally? 

H.W. Brands has written several 

other books and was a Pulitzer fi-

nalist for his books The First Ameri-

can and Traitor to His Class. He is al-

so the Jack S. Blanton Sr. chair for History at the Univer-

sity of Texas at Austin. 
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 Working From Home During COVID 

Even though most of the branches are open in some ca-

pacity now, there was a month and a half where none of 

them were open at all. In the summer edition of Georgia 

Library Quarterly, Maxine Hines Chriszt and Susan Fos-

ter, both belonging to the Switzer Library Children’s De-

partment, chronicle exactly how to work at a library from 

your house.  

Maxine used CCPLS’s online resources to learn and 

then teach American Sign Language. I’ve never been 

good with languages, but I’d love to learn that one. 

Susan Foster also got into the world of virtual program-

ming, but she did so for virtual story time for the library’s 

youngest patrons. She even outlines the specific routine 

that she used to keep some kind of work-life balance 

while working from home. 
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Douglas County Genea-

logical Society Program 

Presented by our own 

Carolyn Crawford! 
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Family Search Conference! 

Family Search is putting on a conference in February. Better than 

that, it’s free! The Family Search RootsTech Conference will be 

February 25-27 of next year. Signups are open now for the com-

pletely virtual event.  There are different experiences for families, 

individuals, and kids, so there is sure to be something for every-

one. The conference is being recorded, so you’ll have access to all 

the great speakers and content all year round! As an interesting 

additional tidbit, they are also taking ideas for classes right now. 

The topics they’re looking for are genealogical classes, food and 

cultural demonstrations, travel and world heritage, and clearing 

your mind activities, such as yoga, meditation, or exercise. Go out 

and share your brilliance! 
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Ancestry Library Edition’s at home service is still on-going 

and does not currently have an end date. As a reminder, to 

use it you’ll go through the Georgia Room page and enter 

your Cobb County library card, just like you would for any of 

our other databases.  

Please remember that we have access to this too and we are 

eager to help. We are still taking research requests through 

our contact form or by contacting Katie directly at nel-

sonk@cobbcat.org. Take advantage of it while it lasts!  

Update on Ancestry Library Edi-

tion! 
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Georgia Center For 

the Book Program! 
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Genealogical Society of Cobb 

County 

In Memory of Self 

and Comrades 

October 27, 2020 

7 p.m. 

No Car - Did Your Ancestors 

Come By Passenger Rail 

Car? 

November 17, 2020 

7 p.m. 



Georgia Genealogical Society 
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Debra A. Hoffman will be presenting a webinar on 
“Colonial Research in Maryland” on October 8th from 
8:00 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. She will provide a literature re-
view of sorts and provide a guide to the kind of records 
that will be most helpful to a person doing research on 
ancestors from colonial Maryland. This guide will of 
course also include where these records are and how to 
access them. 
Hoffman is the owner of her own genealogical company, 
Hoffman Genealogical Services, and specializes in Mar-
yland and in German Research. She has a certificate in 
Family History from BYU and is the Assistant Director 
for The Genealogical Institute on Federal Records. Hoff-
man is also a member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists. 
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Unraveling the Lies We Tell 

In the Georgia Room, we always say that you’re family is al-

ways more interesting than you think. An extreme version of 

this comes out in the case of Robert Nichols. 

A man named Joseph Newton Chandler killed himself in 

Cleveland in 2002. When police went to identify next of kin, 

they found out that the real Joseph Newton Chandler had 

died in 1945. This man had been using the Joseph Newton 

Chandler identity since 1978. Using GED Match, the same 

site used to catch the Golden State Killer, and an old ad-

dress found on a rental application, U.S. Marshalls eventual-

ly found Phil Nichols. He identified the dead man as his fa-

ther, Robert Ivan Nichols, who he hadn’t seen since he ran 

off in the early 60’s. The address was his grandmother’s 

house in Indiana, where his father was raised, even though 

it was listed on the rental agreement as being in Columbus 

and belonging to Chandler’s sister instead of Robert Ivan 

Nichol’s mother. 

The reason that the police continued to look into the case af-

ter the alias was discovered was because of possible crimes 

committed. He spent time in California, so there was some 

speculation on him being the Zodiac Killer, but Phil Nichols 

disputes that claim heavily. He thinks it more likely that his 

father ran away from war and responsibility, as his father 

suffered trauma after returning from World War II. 



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… I’ll update you on the census one last 

time. Cobb County has officially passed the 2010 response count. There are 

still around 30% of people that have not 

responded, so fill out the census if you 

haven’t and send it in. The deadline is 

coming soon, so this is the last time I’ll 

pester you about it. Remember, Everybody 

Counts, and that means you! 


