
The Georgia Room Review 
 Jun/Jul  2020                     Genealogy Newsletter                                 Vol. 4,  No. 3 

Georgia Room, Charles D. Switzer Library 
266 Roswell St., Marietta GA 30060 

www.cobbcat.org 

 In This Issue 

 Renovation Update 

 Census Reminders 

 Library News 

 Photos 

 Genealogy in the 

News 

 Society Programs 

 IGHR Schedule 

 Special Announce-

ments 

 ...and more! 

Copyright © 2019 The Georgia Room, All rights reserved.  

So, there is good news, and there is bad news. The good 

news is that some libraries are going to start delivering 

and taking holds in the beginning of June, with limited 

opening by June 13. The bad news is that Switzer, and 

by extension the Georgia Room, will not be one of them. 

Switzer isn’t go- ing to 

open until the renova-

tion has been complet-

ed. The estimate on that is 

still September, and since 

the construction company 

no longer has to worry 

about anyone in the build-

ing, there is hope for  

that. The Geor- gia Room 

is still here, through 

email and this newsletter 

mostly, but the staff will 

also be spread out among the other opening branches. 

Think of it like a 

scavenger hunt.    

 

Ga. Room patrons 

The Patriots 
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Renovation Update 

I’m gonna go again with the good news and bad news, so indulge me. Bad 

news first this time. The bad news is that we had to pack up the Little 

Georgia Room and move it into the little Library across the hall. The good 

news is that we now have furniture. That seems like a sign that most of the 

indoor heavy lifting is done and they can start putting in things like 

shelves. Eventually, staff will be brought back in to put the books back, 

and that’s an encouraging thought. We might be almost done! 



Georgia Genealogical Society Webinars! 

The Georgia Genealogical Society is contin-

uing its series of free webinars with a pro-

gram called “Using Timelines and Tables to 

Analyze  Your Research .” The presenter, 

Cari A Taplin is a Certified Genealogist, 

lecturer, owner of her own company, and 

presumably, related to Roy Rodgers. This 

programs tackles pesky problems like men 

naming their sons after themselves for several generations and the 

inability to find records for women before and after they get mar-

ried. This program is on June 11 from 8 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. 

 

On July 9 from 8 p.m. to 9:15 p.m., 

Deborah S. Gurtler will be presenting 

a program of international signifi-

cance. Her program is called “My An-

cestor is From...but I Don’t Speak or 

Read the Language. Help!” With flu-

ency in Spanish, and the ability to 

read genealogical documents in three other languages, Gurtler is 

the perfect person to help with language dilemmas. This program 

will give access to translation and learning aids, as well as some 

basic skills to up your foreign language game. 

The Georgia Room Review                        page 3 



The Georgia Room Review                        page 4 

Virtual IGHR Course Schedule 

Monday  

 10:30 – 11:00 Course 1 Orientation (Koford) 

 11:00 – 12:15 Course 1 Introduction (Koford) 

 12:15 – 12:30 Break 

 12:30 – 1:45 Online Research Techniques (K. Powell) 

 1:45 – 2:30 Lunch 

 2:30 – 3:45 Early American Handwriting (Koford) 

 3:45 – 4:00 Break 

 4:00 – 5:15 Birth & Marriage Records (Koford) 

 5:15 – 5:30 Break 

 5:30 – 6:30 Project Management & Organization (Koford)  

Tuesday  

 10:30 – 11:00 Homework Review: Ancestor Background Summary (Koford) 

 11:00 – 12:15 Death & Cemetery Records (Koford) 

 12:15 – 12:30 Break 

 12:30 – 1:45 Introduction to US Military Records (Strauss) 

 1:45 – 2:30 Lunch 

 2:30 – 3:45 Federal & State Censuses (Koford) 

 3:45 – 4:00 Break 

 4:00 – 5:15 Introduction to Land Records (McGhie) 

 5:15 – 5:30 Break 

 5:30 – 6:30 Workshop: Finding Vital Records (Koford) 

Wednesday  

 10:30 – 11:00 Homework Review (Koford) 

 11:00 – 12:15 Newspaper Research (E. Powell) 

 12:15 – 12:30 Break 
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 Virtual IGHR Course Schedule Continued  

Wednesday 

    12:30 – 1:45 Maps & Gazetteers (Sayre) 

 1:45 – 2:30 Lunch 

 2:30 – 3:45 Introduction to DNA (Hobbs) 

 3:45 – 4:00 Break 

 4:00 – 5:15 Introduction to Church Records (Wells) 

 5:15 – 5:30 Break 

 5:30 – 6:30 Oral Interviews & Family Ephemera (Koford) 

Thursday 

 10:30 – 11:00 Courthouse Records (Koford) 

 11:00 – 12:15 Courthouse Records (cont.) & Virtual Tour (Koford) 

 12:15 – 12:30 Break 

 12:30 – 1:45 Workshop: Courthouse Research (Koford) 

 1:45 – 2:30 Lunch 

 2:30 – 3:45 Introduction to Law for Genealogists (Spratling) 

 3:45 – 4:00 Break 

 4:00 – 5:15 Wills & Probate Records (Koford) 

 5:15 – 5:30 Break 

 5:30 – 6:30 Workshop: Your Ancestor’s Courthouse (Koford) 

Friday 

 10:30 – 11:45 Local History & Urban Research (Koford) 

 11:45 – 12:00 Break 

 12:00 – 1:15 Workshop: Organizing & Analyzing (Koford) 

 1:15 – 1:30 Break 

 1:30 – 2:30 Summation & Critique (Koford) 
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Georgia Archives Educational Series!  

(Check For Cancellations) 
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Ancestry Library Edition has extended its from home service 

until further notice! If you go through the Georgia Room 

page, you’ll enter your Cobb County library card, just like for 

all of our other databases.  

Please remember that we have access to this too and we are 

eager to help. We can still take research requests through our 

contact form or  by contacting Katie directly at nel-

sonk@cobbcat.org. We can only do this through email at the 

moment. Since Switzer won’t be opening until the end of ren-

ovation, nobody will be around to pick up our phone. 

Update on Ancestry Library Edi-

tion! 
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Marietta Daily Journal 

talks about the reopening 

of libraries! 
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Genealogical Society of Cobb 

County 

Writing and Publish-

ing a Family History 

Josh Taylor 

June 23, 2020 

7 p.m. 

All of our lovely family histories are in 

storage, but if you miss them, be sure to go 

to this program. There isn’t a better time to 

start writing yours, and Josh Taylor is sure 

to show you all the in and outs of it! May-

be we can get one when you’re done! 



Augusta Genealogical Society 
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The Augusta Genealogical Society is taking its Geneal-
ogy 101 Workshops virtual. Genealogy can often feel 
abstract, just a list of names on a page. “What to do 
with all of those Personal Family Records,” aims to per-
sonalize it. This program is 
about studying diaries, letters, 
postcards, and pictures, and figur-
ing out how to place them in the 
puzzle of your family. These 
things can flesh out all the lit-
tle details that you wouldn’t be 
able to find otherwise. 
 
 
On Saturday June 27, the Au-
gusta Genea- logical Society will 
be talking about one of the gems of genealogy, though 
they might be a little biased. This is of course “Historical 
and Genealogical Societies as Resources.” As a genea-
logical society themselves, they are a primary source 
for this information and should be able to provide a 
wealth of information on the subject. 
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DNA in the Time of Covid 

Ancestry and 23andMe have both launched Covid 19 re-

search studies to see if there is a genetic component to 

why some people end up hospitalized or dead and some 

only have mild symptoms, even when all other things are 

equal. 

The idea immediately brings up privacy concerns, but 

thankfully Ancestry and 23andMe have both considered 

those concerns. First off, this is a completely voluntary sur-

vey that U.S. citizens over the age of 18 must opt into. In 

most cases, the participant must already have an account 

with either Ancestry or 23andMe, but 23andMe has ex-

tended the survey to people that don’t have an account 

with them. If they had Covid 19 and have recovered, 

23andMe will send them a free kit in order to add to their 

survey. The participants must be U.S. because of a review 

board that is reviewing the results.  

Both of these companies intend to publish their findings 

eventually, but right now are trying to get more partici-

pants. The dream number is one million. So far, 500,000 

people have opted into the Ancestry study and 600,000 

have opted into the 23andMe study. There is also an op-

tion to edit answers if they change. For example, someone 

might contract it after they’ve already filled out the survey. 



Contact Us: 
Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… only 60% pf the county has filled out 

the census. This would normally be the time 

that census workers would go door to door 

and pester the people who haven’t responded 

yet. Since that’s currently not feasible, 

I’m going to pester you instead. Door to 

door operations should start in August and 

you have until Halloween to respond. Let’s do this thing! 


