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Happy August everyone! The world has not come to an 

end, so that’s a plus. Most of the big regional libraries 

are open for limited services, so that’s also a plus. Three 

other libraries will be open for curbside services on Au-

gust 3. These three libraries are Powder Springs, Sibley, 

and Stratton. After that, there are no definitive opening 

dates for any of the remaining libraries. As of this writ-

ing, Switzer, and by extension the Georgia Room, does 

not have an opening date.  Hold out hope for the end of 

the year. We miss you, so we certainly are.  

Ga. Room patrons 

The Patriots 
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Renovation Update 

The renovation is steadily plugging along. The shelving is starting to go 

in. You can tell it’s our shelving because of the yellow stickers with my 

terrible handwriting on them. The office is still a work in progress, but 

look at the view we’re going to have. These windows are huge, and gor-

geous, and look straight out on the Marietta National Cemetery. We’re go-

ing to have loads of natural light. Our conference room is also going to be 

big enough to host most of the programs that we and other societies gen-

erally throw.  



The Breman Museum 

On Thursday August 20th at 10 a.m., Marcia Jo Zerivitz  

will be presenting on Zoom a program entitled “Jews of 

Florida: Centuries of Stories.” This will be about the history 

of Jewish people in Florida, from the 1600’s to now.  Zeriv-

itz is the Founding Executive Director of the Jewish Muse-

um of Florida– Florida International University, as well as 

an author, historian, and cultural anthropologist. 
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 Program Updates 

 

 

 

Georgia Room programming has gone virtual. Katie 

has been hosting a program every couple of weeks 

since the beginning of June. All of these programs 

have been recorded, so that you can watch them lat-

er. They are all on the Cobb County Public Library 

YouTube channel and the topics were as follows: Ge-

nealogy databases, Genealogical Technology, and 

Georgia Signers of the Declaration. As all of you 

know, Katie’s programs are always fantastic and you 

should check them out.  
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Virtual Georgia Room 

Program Series! 
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Georgia Genealogical Society Cancellation! 
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Ancestry Library Edition’s at home service will end at the end 

of September. As a reminder, to use it you’ll go through the 

Georgia Room page and enter your Cobb County library card, 

just like you would for any of our other databases.  

Please remember that we have access to this too and we are 

eager to help. We are still taking research requests through 

our contact form or by contacting Katie directly at nel-

sonk@cobbcat.org. We are all at different branches at the 

moment, so come and see us if you want to talk in person. 

Update on Ancestry Library Edi-

tion! 
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Genealogical Society of Cobb 

County 

In Memory of Self 

and Comrades 

August 25, 2020 

7 p.m. 

Documentation: I won’t do 

it and you can’t make me! 

September 22, 2020 

7 p.m. 



Augusta Genealogical Society 
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Girl power everybody! The Augusta Genealogical Socie-
ty 2020 Symposium has gone virtual in the form of a 
day long webinar, and it’s all about female ancestors in 
honor of the 100 year anniversary of women getting the 
right to vote. There will be 
four different top- ics discussed 
throughout the day. The first is 
the fascinating story of a wom-
an named Rachel and her court 
case for her free- dom in 1800. 
The second is all about North Car-
olina records. The third is more 
general, about women in all 
subjects like politics, religion, geography, ledgers and 
etc. The last topic is road records, the crews that 
worked on them and the support behind them. 
Presenting all day will be Diane L. Richard. She’s been 
doing genealogy since 1987 and has been focusing on 
North Carolina since 2004. She’s been on several gene-
alogy based shows, she’s written hundreds of genealo-
gy related articles, has served as the editor for several 
genealogical journals, and is a member of several gene-
alogical societies. You go, girl! 
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Using DNA to Study Slavery 

Fair warning everyone, this one is disturbing. Researchers from 

23andMe conducted a study on slavery’s effects on African ances-

try. All the people included in this study consented to have their 

DNA used. For this study, they split Africa into four larger regions. 

Some conclusions were not surprising, but others highlight the dif-

ferences in regional racism and shed new light on ideas that had 

been purely theoretical. For example, African women contributed 

more to the African gene pool than African men. 

In the U.S., African women were often raped by their masters and 

then bred to create a bigger workforce, especially after the end of 

the transatlantic slave trade. 

In Latin America, there were a series of “racial whitening” policies 

that were for the purpose of diluting African bloodlines and encour-

aged Europeans to have children with Africans.  

Nigerians were overrepresented in the U.S. in proportion to how 

many of them are historically represented in the documentation. 

This leads to the high probably of trade between colonizing na-

tions, as most of these Nigerians would have come from British 

colonies.  

In contrast, there is an underrepresentation of Senegalese and 

Gambian people in the African gene pool, most likely due to death 

on the way from Africa or death on the rice plantations that they 

were often sent to.  



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… it’s time to vote! There is a runoff on 

August 11 and the Presidential election in November, so whatever you need 

to do to make you comfortable, do it. 

There are absentee ballots so that 

you don’t have to wait in line, you can 

register to vote at the library, and 

you can also look up your polling place 

if you plan to go in person. Go vote! 


