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It’s a bit of a strange time, now isn’t it? Just because the 

library is closed doesn’t mean that there aren’t still 

things going on in the world. Spring has sprung, life has 

come back into the world, and the Georgia Room should 

be back open before the next newsletter comes. The lat-

est estimate is after April 15th. For now, life goes on! On 

the bright side, people with allergies can stay inside and 

don’t have to suffer as much I hope. 
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Renovation Update 

Between the rain, the snow, and the Coronavirus, renovation has been 

presented with obstacles at every turn. It has proceeded, sometimes slow-

ly, but progress is being made. Like in life, the obstacles should never de-

ter us from the final purpose, which is being with all of you in our new 

beautiful space! For 

right now, we have 

our own free mud 

bath when the rains 

come. It’s even 

been fashioned to 

the size of a pool! 



Georgia Genealogy Society Webinars! 

The Georgia Genealogy Society is 

hosting a series of free webinars 

while we’re all practicing social dis-

tancing. On April 9th from 8-9:15 

p.m. Timothy Macentee is present-

ing a program on the “unusual 

tools” of genealogy. These include 

Evernote, Microsoft Word and Mi-

crosoft Excel, and Google, to name a few. Macentee has been both a 

historian and a tech wizard, so this should be fascinating! 

On May 14, Patti Lee Hobbs will be presenting a program that’s a dif-

ferent type of technical. It’s called “DNA Painter: Taking DNA Analy-

sis to the Next Level by Visualizing, Mapping, and Recording Match-

ing Chromosome Segments.” It will cover how to map DNA segments 

from matches you might find from a DNA test, 

how to interpret any overlapping segments 

you might come across and how to find miss-

ing ancestors. This will be good brain food if 

you’ve overdosed on television since being in 

quarantine. It even connects to our long talked 

about topic of genetic genealogy! Hobbs has 

written several times on the subject and even 

teaches courses on the subject. 
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Program Update: Oral Interviews 

Carolyn and I went to West Cobb on March 

11 for what turned out to be one of our last 

programs before everything shut down. 

There were seven 

attendants initially, but 

West Cobb closed in the 

middle of our program 

and four of them left. 

Thankful- ly, West 

Cobb al- lowed us to 

finish our program. 

I’m just the tiniest 

bit biased, but I 

thought it went well, closure aside. Pro tip: 

There is an app on iPhones called Voice 

Memos. It comes with the phone and can be 

used to record your oral interviews and send 

them. 
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Georgia Archives Educational Series!  

(Check For Cancellations) 
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Ancestry Library Edition has historically been the only one of 

the Georgia Room’s databases that has been inaccessible 

from home. Good news! Ancestry Library Edition will be 

available from home until April 30! If you go through the 

Georgia Room page, you’ll enter your Cobb County library 

card, just like for all of our other databases.  

Since the Georgia Room staff also has access to Ancestry Li-

brary Edition from home during this time, we can still take re-

search requests through our contact form or contacting Katie 

directly at nelson@cobbcat.org. Do not call the library. Since 

there is no one there, no one will pick up. 

Ancestry Library Edition 
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Genealogical Society of Cobb 

County 

In Memory of Self 

and Comrades 

Michael Shaffer 

April 28, 2020 

7 p.m. 

The Two Colonial Georgias 

Larry Thomas 

May 26, 2020 

7p.m. 



Atlanta History Center 
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On Wednesday April 27 at 7:30 p.m. Rick 
Atkinson, author of the Pulitzer Prize win-
ning three World War II histories, will be 
promoting his new book about the Revo-
lutionary War: The British Are Coming. 
This is part of a planned trilogy of books 
which promises to be just as entertaining 
and well researched as his World War II 
books. Tickets are $10 for non-members, 
$5 for members, and free to insiders.  

 
On Monday May 4 at 7:30 p.m. Kathe-
rine Sharp Landdeck will be giving a 
program about her new book The Wom-
en With Silver Wings: The Inspiring True 
Story of the Women Airforce Pilots of 
World War II. The WASPS, as they’re 
colloquially were a group of 1,100 fe-
male aviators that served in World War 
II. These women faced obstacle after 
obstacle, but never stopped fighting for 
the recognition they deserved and the 

place in history that they earned. Tickets are $10 for 
non-members, $5 for members, and free to insiders. 



Update on the UDC Tea 

None of us in the Georgia Room were able to go, 

due to scheduling conflicts, but it looks as if the 

ones who did go had so much fun! 
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Pictured are Wade Kivette, Linda Allen, Patricia War-

ren, Cynthia Simmons, Lynda Wilson, and Dan Capetto 

Pictured are Michael Reither, Commander, 12 Brigade, Geor-

gia Sons of Confederate Veterans, and member David Sapp 
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Genealogy and the Corona Virus 

How do these two things connect? Better than you might 

think. 

My Heritage is hiring 150 workers for a corona virus testing 

lab in Israel. They are partnering with a Chinese genome 

sequencing company named Beijing Genomics Institute 

(BGI). BGI has already set up labs in Wuhan and Shenzen, 

but is claiming that the Chinese government will not be in-

volved in this venture. 

The lab is expected to open on April 9th and start out con-

ducting 10,000 tests per day, primarily for the Israeli Health 

Ministry. The goal is to get to 20 or 30,000 tests per day. 

The total in Israel as of now is 5,000 tests per day. My Her-

itage is funding the endeavor and BGI is providing supplies 

via airplane and will be training technicians. They will all ar-

rive with certification that they have been tested and the 

tests were negative. 

My Heritage is typically associated with DNA testing. The 

process they will be using in testing for the Corona Virus 

will not have anything to do with DNA. They will be testing 

RNA only with quantitative polymerase chain reaction 

(qPCR) machines. This cooperative is in addition to the 

66,000 tests that My Heritage has already sent Israel. 



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… the Census waits for no one and will not 

be deterred! The Census is being adminis-

tered online starting April 1. Since we’re 

all stuck inside for the time being, the only 

reason not to do this is if you don’t have ac-

cess to the internet. If you’re reading this, 

that’s not you. Think of it as helping out 

future genealogists. Y’all know how helpful censuses can be in genealogy. 


