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By entering a new year, we have reached the official end 

of the holidays, but there are plenty still to enjoy, even if 

sometimes they are more technically categorized as 

events or if they’re nontraditional: the Super Bowl, Val-

entines Day and the day after, aka Half-Priced Candy 

Day, Mardi Gras, St. Patrick’s Day, and etc.  

It’s also Black History month. We’re giving two pro-

grams on African American research this month, and 

we’re certainly not the only ones to do so. Come check 

us out at one of our programs or one of the others going 

on across the state and the country. Don’t forget, of 

course, that our programs are on the move while we’re 

under renovations and you can request a program to be 

held at your location. 

 

    

 

Ga. Room patrons 

The Patriots 
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Renovation Update 

This renovation is mostly an inside job, but construction has begun on the 

few outside tweaks to be done. The patio is being demolished to make 

room for a new children’s space where story times will be held in good 

weather.  We have the best view of the demolition from the Georgia Room 

window. 

The book drop off location is also 

moving.  



Georgia Genealogy Society Program! 
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DAR Program! 
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Program Update: Family History 

Through Your Recipe Book 

Carolyn and Katie went to South Cobb on 

January 8th to present a repeat program on 

Family Recipes. There weren’t as many peo-

ple as the previous program, but they made 

up for it with their en-

thusiasm. Carolyn and 

Katie brought in visual 

aids to show off their 

own family traditions.  

Katie is pictured with 

her mom and sister, 

and Carolyn with 

several genera-

tions of her fami-

ly. The kid in the 

hat is now as old 

as me. 
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Georgia Archives Educational Series! 
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Yes really. According to a recent Gallup poll, people visited li-

braries twice as much in 2019 as they visited movie theaters. 

These stats are affected by demographic. Women are twice 

as likely to visit the library than 

men are. People aged 18-29 visit 

the library more than any older 

age group, though this may be 

skewed by college attendance. 

The library is visited most by low-

income individuals. High-income 

individuals are more likely to attend live sporting events or 

theatrical events. There are also regional differences. People 

in the Midwest visit libraries the most times per year, while 

people in the South visit them the least. In this case; howev-

er, the gap isn’t that large. To read more information and to 

see more specific numbers, the Gallup poll is included here: 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/284009/library-visits-outpaced-trips-

movies-2019.aspx  

More People Went To Libraries in 

the Past Year than Movies! 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/284009/library-visits-outpaced-trips-movies-2019.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/284009/library-visits-outpaced-trips-movies-2019.aspx
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Afro-American Historical and Ge-

nealogical Society Program at the 

Georgia Archives! 
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Program List 
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Program List Continued 

 



Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia  
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On Sunday March 22, the Breman Museum will host 
Adrienne Rusher of the Shapell Roster. The Shapell 
Roster is based on a list made by Simon Wolf of Jewish 
soldiers in the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican 
War, and the Civil 
War. The Shapell 
Roster focuses on 
the soldiers in the 
Civil War, verifying 
their service and 
whether in fact they 
were Jewish. They 
have already added 
over 1200 new 
names to a list over 
8100 names long. 
According to a video on the Jewish Genealogical Socie-
ty of America’s website, many of the men used aliases 
so that their relatives in the “old country” wouldn’t worry 
about them. 
The time of the program has yet to be determined, but it 
promises to be utterly fascinating. 



The Last Day to Buy Tickets is February 1! 
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DNA Downturn 

Boom and Bust. Isn’t that just the way of the world? 

It appears that the DNA test boom has ended. 23andMe 

has officially laid off 14% of its workforce, which equates to 

100 people, in the wake of declining sales. 23andMe 

Founder and CEO Anne Wojcicki  has no definitive proof of 

why sales have plummeted in the past year, but she does 

have a couple of theories. 

Theory number one is the privacy Issue we’ve been follow-

ing for months. She worries that  the heightened aware-

ness of police use has turned people of the use of DNA 

tests and that  tech industries need to “better communicate 

privacy standards to build trust.” 

Theory number two is economic. People fear that market is 

headed for a downturn, and therefore don’t want to spend 

their extra money on DNA tests. 

There is a third theory that she doesn’t posit, but deserves 

some thought nevertheless. DNA tests are not a repeat 

purchase. Not only that, but even the close family members 

of people who have bought DNA tests don’t need to buy 

them. There is a possibility that this is a cyclical market and 

right now it’s headed for a down. 



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… it’s already time for the Spring Book 

Sale!  It starts on Friday the 13th, but 

don’t worry, the only unlucky thing would 

be not going. It goes from 9am Friday, 

March 13 to 5pm Sunday March 15. It’s 

still at the Civic Center and we have up-

dated what materials we will be offering: 

no more VHS tapes, so get ready! 


