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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone!  Tech-

nically, the year is winding down, but this time of year 

always feel like winding up . You wind up and up and 

up and then crash mid-January.  Take some time out 

from your busy schedules and come and see us. It’s good 

for your sanity.  We’ve begun to decorate our little li-

brary, and we have our very own Charlie Brown Christ-

mas Tree. We intend  to give  it to our happiest holiday 

patron once the holidays have passed . By next year, we 

should be able to have a bigger one! Christmas is the 

time for encouraging thoughts , and that may be the 

most encouraging of all. 
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Renovation Update 

We’re on an adventure, and no adventure is complete without a few ob-

stacles. We’ve been working out the kinks in regards to our temporary 

heating system, 

kinks which as of 

now, have mostly 

been resolved. We 

also got a copier 

that isn’t older 

than I am! Look at 

how pretty it is! It  

has a place for a 

USB drive and 

everything! 



Georgia Genealogy Society Holiday Luncheon! 
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Happy Halloween! 

The Georgia Room was feeling festive this Halloween. Carolyn 

dressed as a witch, complete with black cat Edgar. Katie dressed as an 

elf. I was Cam Newton in one of his ridiculous press conference out-

fits. You can’t see it in this picture because I’m sitting down, but I was 

wearing a jersey to get my point across. Which reminds me, if you 

want a Cam Newton jersey, let me know. I’ll never wear it again. 
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Program Update: Genealo-

gy Crafts  
To get us all into the holiday spirit, Car-

olyn and Katie have done two programs 

about genealogy crafts, one at Gritters 

and one at 

Sew- ell Mill. 

They used 

wood- en Christ-

mas tree cut-

outs, popsicle 

sticks and other assorted knick-knacks to 

demonstrate preserving  family tradi-

tions and creating new ones. The Sewell 

Mill program even included two chil-

dren creating new memories with their 

mother. Go Carolyn and Katie! 
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Georgia Archives 

 

 

On December 13, The Georgia Archive is hosting a lunch and 

learn lecture: “God Bless us Every One”: How Charles Dickens ‘ 

A Christmas Carol Influenced Our Christmas Traditions. I don’t 

know about you, but it always managed to terrify me. Except 

for the Muppet one. I can handle that one. 
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The Gilmer County Genea-

logical Society and the First 

Families of Gilmer County, 

and the First Families Com-

mittee are collaborating on 

the much awaited book re-

lease of Faces of Our Ances-

tors. The First Families of 

Gilmer County is an offshoot 

of the Gilmer County Genea-

logical Society, created for 

those who settled in Gilmer 

County in or before 1840.  

The release party is on De-

cember 7th from 2-4 p.m. at 

the Gilmer County Library. 

The book is $80 and the 

Gilmer County Genealogical 

Society will be signing all 

books. 

Gilmer County Genealogy Society 

Book Release! 
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The Augusta Genealogy Society 

is having three programs in De-

cember and January!  

The first is “Discover the Value of 

City Directories for Genealogical 

Research” on December 7th. We 

were able to bring over many of 

our city directories, so now would 

be a great time to learn to use 

them. 

The second is “Navigating the In-

ternet for Genealogy Research” 

on January 11th at the same 

time. Afterwards, come in and use 

our databases.    

The third is “Cluster and Collateral 

Lines: Beyond Your Direct Ances-

tors” on January 25th.  

All programs are 10:30 a.m. until 

noon at 1058 Claussen Road, Au-

gusta, GA .     

Augusta Genealogy Society 
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Program List 
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A Little Reminder  

While we are still under renovations, it’s easy to forget how many things 

we can still do. I’ve compiled a  handy, though not at all exhaustive, list. 

 Programs  

We’ve been out like mad giving programs at branches. If there is a specific 

program that you want to see at a specific branch, tell the reference librari-

an. They can then schedule it with us.   

 Book-A-Genealogist  

If you want extended one-on-one genealogy help, sign up for Book-A-

Genealogist on our website. It’s Thursdays from 2-4 and you can get Car-

olyn or Katie all to yourselves. 

 Databases 

We have three computers in our little library space and they still house all 

of our databases. There is a full list on our website that includes Ancestry , 

Family Search and Fold3, among others. 

 Interlibrary Loan 

Now that we have opened up to the public again, we are processing interli-

brary loan requests. The interlibrary loan department is currently in a dif-

ferent building , but the system itself is fully functional and running 

smoothly. 

This is of course not an exhaustive list, but it does pick out a few of the 

things most likely to be forgotten during the renovations.  
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Switzer Library’s own Susan Foster was part of the All-
Star Holiday Choir during Macy’s 72nd Great Tree 

Lighting on Sunday, November 24. I could have sworn 
that that took place after the Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
but poor Thanksgiving never really gets its due, does 

it? 
Anyway, Susan Foster is a Library Associate in the 

Youth Services Department. She did not get to keep 
the red scarf, but she did get a $50 Macy’s gift card to 

begin her Christmas shopping.  
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DNA Tourism 

Let’s give the crime fighting a break for Christmas and talk 

about something fun, shall we?  

DNA tourism is when you have exhausted your resources and 

have to travel somewhere to continue your genealogical 

search. Aer Lingus, an Irish airline, has created a travel pack-

age for this very thing called “Discover Your Roots.”  It’s six-

eight nights and starts at roughly $1000.  

The first two are spent in Dublin, where you will have admis-

sion to EPIC: the Irish Emigration Museum, and you will have a 

90 minute consultation with a genealogy expert at the Irish 

Family History Center. When you book, you will be sent a list of 

things to bring to your genealogy consultation. These include 

the name, birth date, place of birth, religion and any known 

parents/siblings of each Irish ancestor, as well as death, mar-

riage or church records, boat passenger lists, naturalization 

records or WWI or WWII draft cards.  

The rest of the trip depends heavily on what you find out in this 

consultation. For example, Colleen Kratofil from People found 

out that Guinness has an archive of its employees and it goes 

back to 1759. It’s open Monday through Friday by appointment 

only. The package includes vouchers for Bed and Breakfasts 

all over Ireland, so go wherever the wind takes you, and have 

some fun. Not to soon to think about Christmas gifts, right? 



Contact Us: 

Georgia Room           

Charles Switzer Library  

266 Roswell St.  Marietta, Ga. 30060 

(770) 528-2333 

georgia2@cobbcat.org                                                     

georgiac@cobbcat.org 
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 Last but not least… here are our holiday hours for Decem-

ber and January. We will be closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. New 

Year’s Eve we will close at 5 

p.m. and we will be closed en-

tirely New Year’s Day. We 

will also be closed on Martin 

Luther King Day, which is Mon-

day January 20. 


