
Drownings can happen any time of the year but parents and 
caregivers must be particularly vigilant during warmer 

months, when the number of drownings skyrockets. The 
majority of pool-related incidents occur at backyard, apartment 
complex and subdivision swimming pools. Many of these facili-
ties are “swim at your own risk” and require extra diligence.
A technique called “Water Watcher” designates a responsible 

adult who agrees to watch 
out for pool patrons, 
especially children in 
the water. The idea is 
to periodically rotate 
the duties to another 
responsible adult, so as 
not to be intrusive on 
any one person. This is 
particularly important in 

situations where the pool becomes crowded or when there is no 
lifeguard provided. In order to stay safe and enjoy the summer, 
safety officials suggest following simple pool safety rules:
SUPERVISE: Never take your eyes off children in and around 

the water. 
USE BARRIERS: Fences, with self-closing/self-latching gates 

and secured doors with alarms can prevent young children from 
wandering into the pool.
AVOID ENTRAPMENT: Suction from a pool’s drain is so 

powerful it can trap an adult underwater. Be sure to check for 
and replace a missing or broken drain cover.
LEARN TO SWIM: To stay safe in the water, all family 

members should learn how to swim. Those who cannot swim 
should wear approved floatation devices. 
KNOW HOW TO RESPOND: Learn CPR and basic water 

rescue skills. 
For additional information on water safety, visit safekids.org.

Cobb parks provide summertime fun

Adult attention can prove crucial for children’s water safety during season

More than 1,100 people began their 
summer by coming out to opening 
day of Seven Springs Water Park in 

Powder Springs.
PARKS Director Eddie Canon said atten-

dence at the Cobb County facility in Wild 
Horse Creek Park grew throughout the 
Memorial Day weekend.
“They drove in cars. They came in buses and 

they walked from the neighborhoods around 
the park,” he said during a May 28 ribboncut-
ting ceremony. “This facility takes us to a 
new level of expectation in providing leisure 
services to the citizens of Cobb County.”
The new water park joins Sewell Pool and 

Splash Pad in Marietta, both funded by the 
2011 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. 
Canon said the SPLOST funded 172 projects 
in 50 parks.
“We have improved a park system that 

was built in the 70s to a new system ready 
to provide many hours of recreation and 
enjoyment in the future,” he said.
Admission prices for Seven Springs Water Park, 3820 Mace-

donia Road, Powder Springs, are the same as the county’s indoor 
aquatic centers: $2.12 for seniors age 60 and older, $3.50 for youth 
and $4.50 for adults. Cobb aquatic center membership passes 
are accepted at the water park. Hours of operation are 1-6 p.m., 
Friday-Sunday and 1-7:30 p.m., Monday-Thursday.
The water park has four unique areas. The activity pool is 4 

feet deep and has an in-water seating area and two basketball 
backboards. The spray-play area has many spray and fountain 

features. Behind the activity pool are two water slides. They exit 
into a 3.5 foot splash area that is connected to a leisure river of 
the same depth. There are pavilions available to rent as well as 
chairs and picnic tables on the deck. There is also a concession 
stand for food and refreshments.
Sewell Pool and Splash Pad, 2055 Lower Roswell Road, Mari-

etta, has also opened for the season. Hours of operation are 1-7:30 
p.m., Monday-Thursday and 1-5 p.m., Friday-Sunday. Groups 
are welcome and rentals are available. For more information, 
call 770-528-8465.
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The new Seven Springs Water Park in Powder Springs has already drawn crowds this summer. 
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A Cobb County police officer shows his motorcycle during a previous “Family Fun Safety Day.”

Senior events offer many activitiesFree movie nights at the Mable House 
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This summer, Cobb Senior Services staff will host evening 
activities at the East Cobb Senior Center. This will be an 
excellent opportunity for working adults ages 55 and older 
to participate and experience a glimpse of the variety of 
events and activities available at Cobb senior centers. To 
view the evening activities planned in July and August, 
visit http://communications.cobbcountyga.gov/documents/
EVENINGJulyAugust2015.pdf.

Since school has closed for the summer, families can gear up 
for some movie fun during the “Moovies at the Mable” series. 
The next movie screenings will be “Epic” Friday, June 12, and 
“Penguins of Madagascar” Friday, June 26. For more informa-
tion, visit mablehouse.org.
Admission and parking are free. Gates open at 7:30 p.m. and 

the movie begins at dusk. These are a rain or shine events. Bring 
your own food or purchase from concessions. 

Families are invited to the Cobb County 
Safety Village this summer to enjoy a fun-
filled time of safety awareness. 
Family Fun Safety Days will be held for 

the public 9 a.m.-noon, on Wednesday, June 
10, Thursday, June 25 and Friday, July 10. 
Activities available during the event will 

include a tour of Sparky’s House, water 
safety games, free finger printing kits and 
up-close looks at emergency vehicles.
Departments participating include the 

county police, fire and emergencies, 911, 
animal control, sheriff’s office, PARKS, 
Cobb and Douglas Public Health and  
Marietta Fire.
The cost will be $5 per person, with a 

maximum of $20 per family. Refreshments 
will be provided by Harry’s Farmers 
Market. 
For group rates of 20 or more, call 770-852-

3270. The Cobb Safety Village is located at 
1220 Al Bishop Drive, Marietta. 
For more information, go to cobbcounty.

org.

Safety focus of family fun

Many heroic celebrations for the 2015 Summer Reading 
Program are planned this summer at county libraries. This 
year’s themes are “Every Hero has a Story” for children, 
“Unmask!” for teens and “Escape the Ordinary” for adults. 
More than 400 free events are planned throughout the 
program. 
For more information on the entire 

Summer Reading Program and how 
your family can join the fun, go to 
cobbcat.org or visit one of our library 
locations.

Summer reading program kicks off 


