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1) Community Engagement Panel (CEP) member attendance:  

1) Present: Dan Stetson (CEP Chairman/Trustee-Executive Director, Nicholas Endowment), Hon. 
Victor Cabral (CEP Vice Chairman/San Clemente Council Member), Martha McNicholas (CEP 
Secretary), Michelle Anderson (Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Emergency Management 
Director), Garry Brown (Orange County Coastkeeper), Mike Balsamo (Sr. VP, Government 
Relations Rancho Mission Viejo and South Orange County Economic Coalition Board Member), 
Scott Kibbey (California State Parks, South Sector Superintendent), Hunter McDonald (alternate 
for Hon. Jim Desmond, San Diego County Supervisor, 5th District), Marni Magda (Sierra Club), 
Captain Mel Vernon (San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians), and Rob Howard (City of Oceanside 
Representative) 

2) Absent: Hon. Michael Villar (Dana Point City Council), Valentine “Val” Macedo (Laborers' 
International Union of North America, Local 89), Lisa Davis, (President, Capistrano Unified 
School District Board of Trustees), Ted Quinn (American Nuclear Society), Hon. Jim Desmond, 
(San Diego County Supervisor, 5th District and Spent Fuel Solutions coalition Co-chair), Hon. John 
Taylor (San Juan Capistrano City Council), Daniel Whitley (Camp Pendleton Community Plans 
and Liaison Officer), Hon. Katrina Foley, (Orange County Supervisor, 5th District and Spent Fuel 
Solutions coalition Co-chair), and Kelvin Barrios (alternate for Val Macedo, Laborers' 
International Union of North America, Local 89) 

3) SCE Representatives: Fred Bailly (SCE Vice President of Generation and Chief Nuclear Officer), 
James Peattie (SCE General Manager, Site Operations), Mark Morgan (SCE Regulatory Affairs 
Manager), Ron Pontes (SCE Environmental Oversight and Site Closure Manager) 
 

2) Virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams convened by Chairman Stetson at 5:30 p.m.  
 

NOTE:  VIDEO OF THIS MEETING, SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS, AND A TRANSCRIPT ARE 
AVAILABLE HERE; THIS DOCUMENT PROVIDES A SUMMARY  

 
The SONGS dismantlement update focused on key activities, regulatory compliance, and 
environmental updates. SCE provided a safety update, the project schedule and three major 
work streams: dismantling above ground structures, safely managing spent fuel onsite and 
advocating for offsite storage and disposal. The current phase of dismantlement including the 
containment domes is on schedule for completion by year-end 2028, with additional work and 
final status surveys to be completed in early 2029. 
 
SCE has reached over 3 million hours without a lost-time accident. SONGS safety culture focus is 
on compliance with programs and procedures, with an emphasis on hazard identification and 
situational awareness. SCE discussed a recent material handling incident which occurred on 
October 21, when the self-propelled modular transporter experienced a rollover event while it 
was being transferred from the Unit 3 containment building with the turntable lifting rod 
attached. No personnel were injured, and the equipment was recovered. The Investigation and 
evaluation to determine the cause and corrective actions is underway.  

https://www.songscommunity.com/community-engagement/meetings/cep-regular-meeting-songs-dismantlement-update
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SCE is currently working on large component removal from the containment buildings, 
controlled building demolition and reactor vessel segmentation. SCE presented before and after 
photos of the structural building removal progress for the tank farms and safety equipment 
buildings as well as photos of on-going work within the Units 2 and 3 reactor cavities as they 
demobilized reactor vessel segmentation equipment in Unit 3 containment for use in Unit 2.  

SCE shared the results of the July 2025 NRC inspection, which included three severity level IV 
non-cited violations. The violations were related to an unposted high radiation area, an access 
door that is credited as a barrier for Part 37 (protection of radioactive materials) purposes and 
an access door was at one point credited as a control to a locked high radiation area. In both 
access door examples, the issue was with the design of the door. There was no unauthorized 
access to radioactive materials nor overexposure of personnel. Level IV violations are the 
lowest of the four severity levels but are viewed by SCE as unacceptable. Corrective actions 
have been developed to prevent reoccurrence. 

The environmental update provided current monitoring results for groundwater tritium at Unit 
2 and 3 wells. Enhanced monitoring will continue until tritium falls below detection limits. A 
detailed explanation of the recent notice of violation from the Department of Toxic Substances 
Control relating to the ½ inch-deep sampling holes in the hazardous waste facility was provided. 
There is a potential for a water batch release before the end of this year. 
 
Dr. James Burns materials scientist professor (University of Virginia) participated in the meeting 
to answer follow-up questions related to the CEP Educational Seminar on October 16. There 
were none. 
 
CEP members expressed thanks to SCE for its transparency and sharing all canister inspections 
photos at the October 16 meeting.  
 
Shareables 
• Stay informed about SONGS Decommissioning by exploring www.SONGScommunity.com 
• Learn about inspection and maintenance of the spent fuel storage systems 
• Join the Spent Fuel Solutions coalition and support efforts to clear San Onofre of spent fuel 
• Request a SONGS walking tour 

 
3) Victor Cabral, and Martha McNicholas facilitated the public comment period 

a) No members of the public signed up to speak 
 

4) Meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 

https://www.songscommunity.com/
https://www.songscommunity.com/used-nuclear-fuel/continued-safe-storage-of-used-nuclear-fuel/inspection-and-maintenance-of-spent-nuclear-fuel-canisters
https://www.spentfuelsolutionsnow.com/
https://www.songscommunity.com/get-involved/request-a-walking-tour

