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A Word From Pastor Jennifer on Holy Week 
As a community we need to draw near to Jesus Christ in his passion and resurrection, so that we can be strengthened as 
the church for living through this global crisis and reaching the other side of it.  This year Holy Week will be different.  We 
begin with worship on Palm Sunday. (In 2020, CMC’s Palm Sunday is also “bring your pet to worship day” since we’ll all be 
at home and Jesus himself was on a donkey!)   During Holy Week, we invite you to participate in a walk--individually or as 
a household--in Hillandale Park or Downtown Harrisonburg to follow the journey of Jesus. On Good Friday we will share a 
worship video with songs, prayers, scriptures and artwork.  Some have wondered whether we can celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection at a time like this.  Indeed we can.  We must.  It is precisely in response to global crisis that God spoke to us 
through resurrection.  And it is the church who is witness to this hope in every circumstance.  The Divine ministry to us 
and through us grows stronger in seasons of vulnerability.  May God bless you this Holy Week. 

-Pastor Jennifer Davis Sensenig 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HqUvxT5FS1tQTpFm447gwgbEKVKqCfXj
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13S4-vf9Tgn1BJFvf6-iQqtVxs8zQ90-A


 

 

Upcoming in Worship 

April 3rd - Palm Sunday - Worship Service Video 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11  

April 9th - Maundy Thursday 
Psalm 116; Luke 22 
Pastoral Team resource for your household 

April 10th - Good Friday - Tenebrae Worship Service Video 
Jesus’ passion in the Gospel of Matthew 
Gather 9 candles at home  and extinguish them (or switch off the lights one by one) 
during this worship service as we share music, prayers and scripture following  

April 12th - Easter Sunday - Worship Service Video 
Jeremiah 31:1-6; Matthew 28:1-10 
Virtual “Easter Breads” at 9:30 am 

April 19th - Second Sunday of Easter - Worship Service Video 
John 20:19-31, I Peter 1:3-9 

 

CMC Notes & Announcements 

Maundy Thursday Invitation 
Rather than gathering for a Maundy Thursday service in this season 

of distancing, Pastoral Team is offering this invitation. Consider 
gathering online with your small group, friends, or in person with 
your family household for sharing food together either on Maundy 
Thursday or some other time during Holy Week. At the beginning or 
end of the meal, share in the Lord's Supper (communion) together 
and offer a special snack and blessing for those not yet baptized. 

Any juice or water could be used as a symbol of Jesus' blood, 

poured out for us, and any bread or cracker item could represent Jesus' body, broken for us. Each person could have a 
small cup and a piece of the  

bread/cracker ready and the items could be taken together. One person can lead verbally with all others repeating these 
simple words. (continued on next page) 

 



 

 

God, bless and keep us as we remember the last supper with Jesus. 

In that meal, Jesus said, when you do this, remember me. 

Jesus said, this is my body broken for you. (eat) 

Jesus said, this is my blood poured out for you. (drink) 

And Jesus was known to cherish the children and young people, 

so we offer this snack of (fruit, cookie, other) as a blessing  

and reminder of God's love. (eat) 

God, thank you for the saving grace of Jesus, the Christ. 

-Brian Martin Burkholder, on behalf of Pastoral Team 

 

Fellowship With CMCers on Easter Morning 

Sadly, we will need to refrain from our traditional Easter Breads meal next Sunday morning. Instead, we invite CMCers to 
gather via Zoom at 9:30 am using this link.  Don’t worry, it won’t be a total free-for all!  Members of Pastoral Team will host 
break out groups so we can spend some moments meaningfully connecting with a few CMCers that we haven’t seen in 
awhile. We’ll wrap things up around 10 am or so, so folks can engage with the worship video before their Easter meals. 

-Ben Bailey, Church Administrator 

 

Patchwork Pantry Update 
It takes about 20 volunteers on a weekly basis to run Patchwork Pantry. We are trying to find ways to reduce the number 

of volunteers who need to be gathered at CMC on Wednesday nights to distribute food. One way to reduce the number of 
volunteers needed is by having standard grocery bags packed ahead of time. We are looking for families to come and 
pack grocery bags on Wednesday afternoons. One family would come to the church and use a provided list to pack 40 
standard grocery bags that could then be distributed later that evening.  

The process is simple. The non-perishable food is already out in the kitchen and the bags are provided. In assembly line 

fashion you drop the items into the bags and put the bags on the counter. That's it! If your family is interested in helping 
pack grocery bags for Patchwork Pantry, please complete this form.  Patchwork Pantry will get in touch with families to 
work out the logistics.  Thanks for considering!  

-Jennifer Ulrich 

 

https://zoom.us/j/559240105
https://forms.gle/k3McMwstjLkcwDNw7


 

 

Circa Coronavirus Crisis, Contemplative Service Continues in Cyberspace 

The Contemplative Service will continue its weekly service times again beginning this Sunday, April 5t, at 7 pm.  We will be 

using Zoom as our meeting platform, which will allow participants to listen and engage as they desire to.  Please use this 
link to access the online meeting space each week. The services will continue to follow the general format as outlined in 
the Contemplative Service Bulletin with some new and creative approaches being used within the virtual platform. We 
trust that this will continue to be a place of sacred space holding for individuals to nurture their relationship with the 
Divine in the presence of their beloved community.  

-Chris Hoover Seidel, on behalf of the Contemplative Service planning team 
 

Racial Equity & Reparations 
Once upon a time we had adult education classes that met in person.  Last year during the Racial Equity & the Church 

class we spent some time discussing reparations.  How do white people with generations of privilege individually and 
collectively make reparations to black people who have endured generations of economic oppression in this country? Last 
month one CMC household experimented with a way to take a step on the long road toward reparations and right 
relationships in the racialized landscape of our local community. 

Basically, this household, after expenses, was about to turn a profit of $1100 in a small business relationship.  Realizing 

that their expenses were met, they decided that rather than keeping the profit for themselves, they wanted to do 
something personal toward reparations.  Through networks of relationships they identified a young person of color who 
was living with a staggering debt load and now--in the wake of COVID-19--facing uncertain employment.  The CMC 
household sought my counsel and invited me to be part of an anonymous financial transfer, through a local credit union.  I 
then had the privilege of calling the recipient and explaining that our congregation is learning about reparations and that 
the funds in her account are one household’s step in this journey toward racial equity.  The recipient shared the following: 
I received it.  Thank you.  This does make a difference for me. I continue to reflect on this unique pastoral experience, 
especially with respect to how a reparations payment is different from a gift.  Thank you, CMC, for being a congregation 
which lives creatively into Hebrews 10:24--and let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds--even if 
we’re dismissing some of  v. 25 for now! 

-Pastor Jennifer Davis Sensenig 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/104035536
https://zoom.us/j/104035536
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cmcsitebackup/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/07152934/Contmplative-Service-Bulletin.pdf


 

 

Remedial Education Recommendation from Anti-Oppression Task Force 
There is a new online digital education platform for teachers, parents, and children to augment an often neglected chapter 

in our school systems' teaching of American history; the civil rights movement. Selma Online uses scenes from Ava 
DuVernay's Selma as a storyboard to bring the voting rights movement to life and invite the next generation to walk in the 
footsteps of the civil rights crusaders. Selma Online comes from the Hutchinson Center for African and African American 
Research at Harvard University. You may want to consider looking at it now, while we are social isolating; or you could 
save it for later when you feel more relaxed.   

-Mike Brislen on behalf of the Anti-Oppression Taskforce 

 

Kid’s Club has moved online!  
Activities will live stream on Wednesday evenings. Go to www.kidsclubhub.org and click on “videos”. 

-Pastor Jason Gerlach 

 

New Bridges Immigrant Resources Center Relief Fund 
A relief fund has been created for local immigrant families who will not receive COVID-19 Federal relief checks. Financial 

assistance will be available for situations which have arisen as result of the coronavirus. This new fund is a joint effort 
between Trinity Presbyterian Sanctuary House Church, Faith Allies (of which CMC is a member) and New Bridges. 
Tax-deductible donations are welcomed. Make checks payable to New Bridges Immigrant Resource Center, 64 W. Water 
St, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. Click here to give online and indicate "Relief Fund" on "other" line. 

-Tina Beachy, on behalf of Faith Allies and Outreach Commission 

 

Notes From the Harrisonburg Area & Beyond 
Online Family Singalongs: A “live” experience on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 1:23 p.m. ET from 

SmallTall Ministries and Bryan Moyer Suderman of Kitchener, Ontario, M.T.S.  CMC hosted Bryan in concert 

last year.  Now we can enjoy his ministry, message and music for people of all ages while we're at home. 

Park View Federal Credit Union is offering two scholarships for graduating high school seniors!  Click here to 

apply. 

 

https://www.selmaonline.org/introduction/
https://www.selmaonline.org/introduction/
https://www.selmaonline.org/introduction/
https://www.newbridgesirc.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f26ae12f001/e8c84edf-87ff-4095-a268-bdc9ea9ca916.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f26ae12f001/e8c84edf-87ff-4095-a268-bdc9ea9ca916.pdf


 

 

VMMissions launches Coronavirus Immigrant Care Fund: Many immigrant families, Latino and otherwise, 

depend on their weekly check for meeting the needs of their families. Unfortunately, the present coronavirus 

emergency has left many families jobless or with their work hours reduced to a minimum. VMMissions invites 

you to help share God’s love with our immigrant neighbors in need. Learn more and donate at here.

 

Need & Plenty 
CMCers are seeking… 

...a new-to-us kid’s baseball bat for wiffleball. Our’s broke (see photo). Contact Eric Saner.  

...both daytime and especially overnight home healthcare help for an elderly family 

member. If you or anyone you know of are interested, and especially if you need additional 

income at this time, please contact Rosemary Good for more details of the job description. 

...a smartphone holder tripod or something to hold a smartphone to enable steady videography.  Please 

contact the church office if we can borrow yours.  Thanks! 

CMCers are offering... 

...grocery shopping or help with other errands. Please contact Pastor Byron, there are CMCers who are glad to do 

shopping for others. 

 

 

Community Mennonite Church 

70 S. High St., Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 

cmcva.org 

 

https://vmmissions.org/cicfund/

