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SOPHIA

Say to Wisdom, “You are my sister.”
Proverbs 7:4a
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EDITORIAL

by Lori Matties

mother sometimes reminds me that one of

&
_ald
her favourite poems is the one I wrote when I

was eleven or twelve years old, about a seed

in the ground, dreaming of new growth and bearing fruit. I
am glad that she, and my teacher, affirmed my creative
attempt to express an idea. The wonder of words, both my
own and those of others, has been a great gift to me. I now
watch my own eleven-year-old daughter writing short sto-
ries for her teacher, and I am grateful that she too has the
opportunity to learn the discipline of expressing her
thoughts through the written word.

From Sophia’s inception we have wanted to celebrate
the creative writing of women of faith in a “literary” issue.
And so, it is with great pleasure that at the beginning of
our tenth year of publication we offer this special edition
of poems, short fiction and life writing. The stories and
poems here are offered for the sheer delight of words
ordered in new and startling ways, but they are also
mirrors of ourselves. In them we see our own hope and
despair, our anger and our humour, our dreams for the
future, our understanding of the present and the past.
These are the stories of who we are; through them
we enrich one another with both our uniqueness and our
commonality. Through them we once again share the
wisdom God has given us.

I'want to thank Sarah Klassen who has helped
with choosing the writers and their work. Of course, the
selection has been limited by space, and we hope in t
he future to include more poems, short stories and creative
non-fiction. Submissions are welcome.

In our last issue we invited all of you to a meeting to dis-
cuss the future of Sophia. Thanks to those of you who
responded both in person and by mail. The meeting was
an affirmation of Sophia’s direction and goals, and also a
challenge to keep on providing a place to try out our ideas,
to push the edges, to explore new ideas. Sophia has a will
to survive. We are still in need of people to help on the
board, with promotion and with editorial work. You are
invited to keep on sharing your ideas about what you'd like
to see in the magazine. Let's keep in touch.

And finally, an offering of my own, from a series of poems
I have been working on, about my trip to India in 1997:

The Wonder of Words

India Poems

1
country of a thousand names 900 million faces
too many divisions, seething brown soil
saffron and red chilies heaping amid garbage
and shanty

markets vibrate with shouting desperate bodies
spill over with precious metals, worthless
trinkets, silk and handloomed cotton saris
stacked ceiling high

trains taxis rickshaws scooters always honking
- 3 million in delhi alone - choke the air while
exotic trees bravely flower

naked sadhus, petal-strewn pallets parade the gods
competing, contentious, to the buddha,

to the hours of prayer

to the one god

and everywhere, colour

spice is one more excess that leaves one
gasping for anything cool

and dark

and spacious

3
i stand on the roof
watching
through the morning’s haze, i am
burdened neither with speed
nor dignity
only with slow lessons
about the colour of my skin
my gender, my wealth
my rage and yes
fear

iam alien

SPRING 2000
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Prayer for the
End of the World

by Raylene Hinz-Penner

Not as they promised us it would be in the Rapture -
two to a plow but only one taken; the other shaken
but left on soggy earth to watch the bottomsides

of the righteous as they ascended, sucked up to God,
arms skewered, narrow feet dangling.

Let us rather be summoned by geese - the earth aflutter
with the bywinds of their liftoff - drawn from our beds,

our fragmented dreams by myriad flocks feeling their way to
formation, straggling southbound V’s. We would come

then, called, not running from frantic houses as if

from the first atomic bursts to hide in holes of concrete,

thin sweaters huddled against the wall.

Give us a cool blue dawn, awaken us with a moon too bright
to bear and the float of heavy bodies as they take the air,
primordial guides true to some sensual knowledge.

Audacious

by Raylene Hinz-Penner

Grateful for luck in this life

we all know we can't afford

cataclysmic highs - just occasional
surprise to make the muscles leap;
inside, some chemical collision

to force us to deeper breathing:

the red fox circling a plot

in the sunshine of Greenwood Cemetery
sniffing out traces of an afterlife.

Raylene Hinz Penner taught at Bethel
Mennonite College in Newton, Kansas,
for nineteen years before moving into
the College's Advancement Office, where
she now works. She is a member of the
Bethel College Mennonite Church.
Writing, she says, keeps her renewed
with its startling spiritual discoveries.

SPRING 2000
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