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Say to Wisdom, “You are my sister.”
Proverbs 7:4a
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EDITORIAL

No

I can no longer identify with the
phrase “innocent women and children”!
This is not because I do not yearn to be
innocent, to be pure and righteous before
God and others. Nor is it because I am
confessing guilt for a specific crime of
which I am accused. Rather, I am facing the
undeniable fact that I am not a child. I
know of the existence of good and evil and
must make choices which affect the lives of
others. I can no longer hide behind a
division of labour in which men are held
responsible for the good and evil in the
“world out there” and women are assumed
innocent because of their sex. I must face
my own involvement in determining how
the church as the people of God lives in the
world.

During times of war and disaster
history has often described women as
innocent along with children. Because of
the division of responsibilities between the
domestic sphere and the public sphere it
was assumed that women were not
responsible for the effects of political
decisions. After all they lacked the
knowledge to do anything about wars. They
were too emotional and irrational to
participate in making crucial choices in
government or church. They were
physically weaker and therefore lacked the
ability to change the course of history
through brutal strength. Women were
therefore seen as wholly dependent on men
for their security and well-being. It was the
male leaders whose stories were told and
whose failures and victories were recorded
in the history books of both the nations and
the church.

It is now recognized that women read
newspapers and books. The resources that
they bring to their tasks arise not only out
of the particular experience of child-bearing
but also out of a more general experience of
involvement in the broader community.
Women are studying history, politics,
economics and theology in both formal and

Longer Innocent?

by Lydia Harder

informal ways. Their eyes can no longer be
closed to the issues of our day. They can no
longer claim “false” innocence.

I sometimes long for this lost
innocence. I remember the security and
warmth I felt in my home church during my
childhood. There in the front of the church
were all the black-suited men sitting on a
bench just in front of the choir. There was
my mother in the “baby room” in the back
of the church taking care of my baby
sisters. And there was I, sitting in the front
bench with my class-mates under the
watchful eye of my Sunday-school teacher.
I felt secure in the well-ordered universe in
which I was growing up. This was the
world as God intended it. I was free from
anxiety and care.

As I grew older some subtle changes
began to happen in my perception of
reality. I became aware of the conflicts and
hostility between members who had always
presented themselves as good church
people. I discovered the pain in the lives of
women and men who smiled on Sunday
morning. I realized that some children were
afraid and threatened by violence in their
own homes. Life was not as safe nor as
good as I had assumed. There was chaos,
oppression, evil.

Growing up has never been easy.
Teenage years are a time of insecurity, a
time of identity formation, a time of self-
differentiation from the nuclear family
while forming adult relationships and
taking on adult responsibilities. Women are
facing a similar time of transition in which

the assumed relationships between men and
women are being challenged. This can
become the opportunity to re-examine our
faith in God as well as our faith in the
adults who used to be our assurance. To
mature in faith today may therefore be
somewhat different from what it was for
our foremothers.

The writer of the book of Hebrews
gives us some advice for this time of
growing up in the church. As we are called
to become mature we will need to “train our
faculties by practice to distinguish good and
evil” as we gain skill in speaking the “word
of righteousness” (Heb.5:14). Let us not be
afraid to confess our failures nor to
experiment with new ways of being
interdependent in the work of the church.

Writing this article has given me the
opportunity to reflect again on my own
response to the challenges facing women
today. Having lost my “false innocence,” I
now realize that my next temptation may be
“false guilt,” a sense of over-responsibility
for everything that happens in the church
and in the world. That, however, is another
theme.

Lydia Harder is interim director of the
Toronto Mennonite Theological Centre in
Toronto. After receiving a doctorate in
theology from the Toronto School of
Theology in 1993, she spent one year as
visiting lecturer at Canadian Mennonite
Bible College in Winnipeg. Lydia lives in
Toronto with her husband, Gary, who is
pastor of the Toronto United Mennonite
Church. They have three grown children.
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AS WE SEE IT

One morning after Sunday School, | met a faithful senior
member of my congregation in the washroom. She was crying.
We had been discussing Our Daughters Shall Prophesy in the
adult classes, struggling to understand the scripture texts on
women in leadership. This exercise pushed into the limelight
our differences in thinking about this issue and our diverse
interpretations of scripture. | wanted to run from it all.

But | learned there’s nothing like an urgent issue to make a
faith community turn earnestly to the Word, to search it, to pray
over it, to love it and to obey it. | also had to accept that | was
responsible for the searching and praying, alone and in
community. The process deepened my understanding of the
liveliness of the sacred texts and of their enduring power to
become God'’s word for me and for the church, in the time in
which we live. | learned that like many a growing up experi-
ence in childhood or adolesence, this one involved pain and
tears.

—Sarah Klassen

When I was young, | was not particularly proud of being
a Mennonite. In fact, there were aspects of being “Mennonite”
that | strove very hard to resist. When asked by my non-
Mennonite friends why | did not “look” like a Mennonite, |
made it very clear that not all Mennonite women wore head
coverings and no makeup and that my brand of Mennonite was
a little more “advanced.” | remember endless debates with
friends over whether being born into a Mennonite family made
one a Mennonite, insisting that it did not. At one young
people’s gathering a small group of us held a contest to
determine who had the least “Mennonite” accent. | was thrilled
to come out a winner! Even joining the church had more to do
with publicly confessing my faith in the only setting | knew
than it did with my becoming a Mennonite. Now, so many
years later, | find myself reaffirming that part of my identity. As |
reread our history, | am inspired by our tradition of faithful
discipleship. 1 see it still being born out in caring and peace-
making ventures all over the world. | have learned that
following Christ means more than being inwardly pious or
outwardly “different.” Holiness is practical. It applies to all of
life and can be costly. I'm glad | have grown beyond my
childish protests to begin to appreciate the faith tradition | have
chosen. 1 am proud to be a Mennonite.

—Fleanor Martens

I remember at five a minister with laughing eyes winking
at me. | remember him in a sermon being thankful for a little
girl who winked back at him. | remember at fourteen joining
the church, being allowed to play folk songs and explain to the
congregation what was important to me. Only one person
walked out. | remember at seventeen, newly converted,
convincing “contemporary worship” planners to do a series of
services on biblical passages. | remember a Baptist church that
fed my soul on Sunday evenings with salvation messages while
women in my family church found ways to clothe and house
the homeless. | remember at eighteen being told that women
were to be silent, take a back seat in church. | remember at
twenty-six struggling through a master’s thesis in Old Testa-
ment, trudging through the desert, God offering water to
quench my thirst. | remember at thirty-three struggling through
a homiletics class, finding ways to give voice to the gifts within
me. | remember at thirty-nine, still struggling, finding affirma-
tion and hope in the church community that still encourages
me to find that voice, to share God's gift, to grow up in the
church.

—Lori Matties

Freshly bathed and vacuum-packed into the family sedan,
it was all we could do to keep from killing each other before
we reached our destination: once in the doors, presto, chango,
happy smiles replacing ugly scowls. No place but church could
cause such transformation to take place!

Children were as highly regarded as the drifters, draft-
dodgers, refugees, middle-class white people, new Canadians
and Dutch Mennonites that congregated in this half-hidden
edifice on Danforth Avenue. This diversity told my young heart
that God was very big.

If you're ever in Toronto on a Sunday, drop by. You’ll meet
people you’ve never seen before but whom you’ve known all
your life.

—Linda Penner
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FROM THE SOURCE

look in new ways at these gifts of
leadership and to discern in new ways how
they are to be used. We need to lay aside
our abuse of power, both from above and
below, and assume a new understanding of
servanthood in our use of spiritual gifts.
Then perhaps we can get on with the task of
building up the body and witnessing to the
Kingdom.

For the members of the body, the goal
of these works of ministry is “unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God.” The writer is referring us to the
beginning of chapter 4, where he reminds
us that “there is one body and one Spirit,
...one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all.” Christians grow
together by acknowledging the one true
faith and not being distracted by their
differences. When they focus on growing in
their knowledge of, or intimacy with,
Christ, through the work of ministry, then
the whole body will become healthy. When
we don’t do ministry, the body becomes
dysfunctional and unity breaks down.
Growing up, then, is using our gifts for
ministry and the building up of the body
rather than focusing on our differences.

The end of unity is “maturity,” both of
the individual and of the body. Maturity
here means being spiritual adults, as
opposed to children who are “blown about
by every wind of doctrine, by people’s
trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful
scheming” (v 14). Maturity means growing
toward both individual and corporate
intimacy with Christ so that we become
“perfect” (another translation of the word
for maturity) imitators, “to the measure of
the full stature of Christ”:

God’s goal for believers is that
they grow up, that they become
responsible, self-disciplined,
well-adjusted, spiritually minded,
loving and considerate human
beings. He wants them to fulfill
their humanity, to be the men and

toward the body and of furthering the work
of the Kingdom that we will end the crisis
of ministry in the church. It is not a matter
of who is qualified to do the job but of all
working together, growing up into the
measure of the full stature of Christ. Then
the world will see in the church the vision
of the Kingdom as it really is.

women He envisaged when He
created the human race in the first

place. That is their destination
(Richard L. Strauss, “Like Christ:
an Exposition of Ephesians 4:13,
Bibliotheca Sacra 143:260-265
JI-S, 1986, p. 263-4).

Lori Matties, a member of River East MB
Church, is a freelance writer and editor

and the mother of two children. Lori edited
this issue of Sophia.

When we do not take hold of our spiritual gifts andsuse
them for ministry, not only the church suffers but the

world suffers, too.

Each is given a gift, but the goal is that
all attain maturity. We’re in this together.
Many gifts are needed. When we expect
one person, the pastor, to carry all the
responsibility for nurturing the body, we
deny ourselves the privilege of being part
of a healthy body working toward maturity
in Christ.

All gifts carry with them a certain
authority as long as they work toward the
goal of nurturing the people in their task of
doing the work of ministry and growing
toward maturity. It is only when we
understand these gifts in terms of service

MISSION STATEMENT: SOPHIA

Sophia offers a forum for women in the MB church. Her pages provide room for dialogue, room for women to speak to each other about their
place in the family, the church, the work place and the world. She recognizes that the MB sisterhood is rural, urban and suburban,; that it represents
all age groups; that it includes diverse interests and experiences; that its members speak with various voices.

Sophia offers herself as a rallying place for women in an uncertain, changing world. She is interested in women's stories,
in their aspirations and disappointments, their successes and failures. She invites expressions of joy and sorrow, concern and outrage.
She encourages women in the use of their gifts in all spheres of life.

Although Sophia was conceived and brought to birth by and for MB women and celebrates sisterhood, it is her desire to be inclusive.
She hopes to challenge both men and women; she welcomes their voices and invites them into dialogue.

Sophia acknowledges the authority of God, the giver of wisdom, and of the sacred Scriptures, the story of God's dealings with women and
men. "Oh the depths of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!" (Romans 11:33)
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Growing Up in the Church I:
A Conversation

nonite Brethren Missions/Services for 16
years. My role was the ministry to mission-
ary’s children. We had up to 54 children
living with us for 9 months of the year. We
were teachers, mentors, parents, whatever
we could be for them.

When we came back to Canada in
1973 1taught at MBCL. | enjoyed teaching.
Also, Rev. Neufeld contacted me soon
after | got back and said, “There’s a group
of young women who don’t wantto be part
of the older women’s group. Would you
start a Bible study fellowship with them?”
So | became a teacher and mentor to those
young married women. | didn’thave all the
answers, but in studying the Scripture to-
gether we could arrive at conclusions.

Many of those women today are in-
volved in Sunday school, in teaching, in
many different organizations in the city.
It's been fantastic to watch them. They are
now my support group. They pray for me
each week.

Another changing role for me was
conference work, first on the Board of
Christian Education, thenfor 6 yearson the
Committee of Reference and Counsel. My
role was not just to serve on the committee
but to bring the issues into the church, to
make people aware of what’s happening
in the Conference. For me Conference is
important; it isn’t “out there.” More re-
cently I've been serving on our Seminary
board.

Right now | have a new area of work,
as an assistant pastor. | feel I'm a bridge
builder. I'll be able to evaluate how it's
gone later.

Katie: | grew up knowing | had been dedi-
cated to God and his service. | read that in
my mother’s open diary once when | was
dusting in her bedroom. When you see it
written black on white it makes an impres-
sion.

I had a love for music, so | pursued
studies in music. | taught music at MBBC
forthree years. After my marriage to John—
he was involved in Home Missions in
Ontario—my role was re-defined. | con-
sidered myself a team player with him. |
assisted him and prayed for him. We'd

bounce ideas off each other, sometimes
we'd agree, sometimes we’d disagree. We
shared insights. We became each other’s
closest confidantes. | used my musical gifts
where they were needed, in the church or
elsewhere, and not least of all to supple-
ment income because we were sometimes
on very meager salaries.

I've served as an unofficial greeter in
the foyer. | learned that people appreciate
beingacknowledged and heard and loved.
I've met pastor’s wives who have negative
feelings about that role, but I've enjoyed it
and consider it a tremendous privilege,
probably because John and | work well
together.

continued on next page

Sherryl Koop
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Irma: I've always needed approval, | guess,
to continue. It really hurts when one is
wounded. | think being wounded happens
to everyone in ministry, because you’re
public, you advocate change. I'm still try-
ing to learn to live with it. My father
frequently said, it comes with the territory
and you'd better be prepared. And where
you are wrong, you'd better be very sure
that you own up.

Sophia: What concerns and challenges
you most in the church today?

Irma: For me it’s: how do we walk through
change in a constructive way? We come
from diverse backgrounds. How do we
speak with one another, rather than to one
another about one another?

Another thing that’s concerning me a
great deal is, for lack of a better word,
individualism. There is loyalty toward the
local church but people aren’taware of the
bigger picture. How do we develop loyalty
to the Conference, our institutions, the
colleges, the seminary? To our mission
programs? How do we develop the idea
that the brothers and sisters in Zaire are
brothers and sisters to us?

Katie: | agree with what Irma said. Another
thing mentioned earlier was the music
issue. It reminds me of growing up with the
German/English divisions. That we should
be divided over styles of worship and
music is painful to me. | just find it so
difficult. And I'm sorry we're losing our
choral tradition.

Another is the division over the wom-
en’s issue. We're not showing love and
acceptance of each other that allows us to
differ on a non-confessional issue. Other
concerns | have are the lack of Scripture
memory by children today, and the “Free-
dom 55” mentality of our many well-to-do
middle-agers. If we could harness that
retiree group!

Sherryl: I’'m delighted that we have issues
that bring controversy. The women's issue
is a great challenge. It's opening the way
for other issues that will challenge us. The
homosexual rights issue will come knock-

ing at our door far quicker than we’d like.
We've been very good at letting the world
know we're pretty good and we're okay,
and it’s time to admit we’re not.

A concern of mine would be an as-
sumed spirituality when putting people in
leadership positions. I’'m on our church
nominating committee and all we do some-
times is try to fill slots. We don’t ask the
right questions or pray for discernment as
often as we should.

That ties into a second concern, that
we model real honesty in what it means to
have a life of faith. Good honest day-to-
day testimonials need to be at the front of
the church more often than they are. The
times people have risked to admit to strug-
gles have opened the floodgates for others
about those same issues. It's unfortunate
that those times are few and far between.

Another concern is that the College
and Career age people of many churches
feel thatifthey warmthe pew that’s enough,
because in their life of studies, relation-
ships, part-time jobs, how can the church
ask anything more? They flock to places
where they aren’t known and where they
can slip in and out. We need to foster a
sense of responsibility and ownership in
the church community, and openthe doors
for even the very young to be involved.
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