
The Relationship of Doctrine 
and Fellowship 

Class 4 
Prepared by Bro. Ted Hodge Jr.  



1. Fellowship is a fundamental doctrine and practice  
 

2. Fellowship requires common doctrine; we must not 
fellowship false doctrine 
  

3. Fellowship is both inclusive and exclusive – it requires 
making choices 
 

4. Fellowship responsibilities exist personally, ecclesially 
and with the ecclesia i.e. the body of Christ 
 
 
 

Agenda 



Introduction to Fellowship 



Fellowship in the KJV 
• “Fellowship” only occurs  16x 

 2x in the O.T. 

 14X in the N.T. 

• But of course there are different forms of the same word. 

  

• In the Greek alone this expands the word study to at least 
70 occurrences. 

 

• There are so many other words and expressions that speak to 
the same subject.  It is literally a study of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. 

At first look – a very 
short study 



Fellowship in the NT 
“koinonia” 

• we may have a common faith 
e.g. Tit.1:4 “common”  

• we may share our material goods 
with those in need  e.g. Rom.15:26 “sharing”  

• we may participate in the emblems 
e.g. 1 Cor.10:16 “participation”  

• we may partner with others in the 
work of the truth e.g. 2 Cor. 8:23   “partnership”  



Biblical Concepts of Fellowship 
Other Terminology 

• as in those you are with as you walk to the 
kingdom e.g. Ruth 1:16,18 “with” 

• as in those you gather together with in 
order to worship e.g. 1 Cor.14:23 “together” 

• as in those you join in order to do an 
activity e.g. Acts 9:26 “join” 

• as in those you are at one with in mind 
e.g. Phil.1:27 “one” 

• as in those you agree with e.g. Amos 3:3 “agree”  

• as in those you welcome into fellowship 
e.g. Acts 21:17  “receive” 



Biblical Concepts of Fellowship 

• Fellowship language is mirrored by the fact that we are not 
“with” some (1 Pet. 4:4), we do not gather “together” with 
some (2 Cor. 6:14), we do not “join” some (Ezra 9:14), we are 
not at “one” with some (1 Cor. 6:16), we are not "agreed” 

with some (2 Cor. 6:16) and we do not “receive” some 
(2 John 10). 

• Highly incomplete is a study of our relationship to God and 
others even in terms of “fellowship” without reference to 

(e.g. Acts 19:9, 2 Cor. 6:14-18, Gal. 2:12).   

• It is like studying the “goodness” of God’s character 
without his “severity” (e.g. Rom.11:22)! 



Fellowship 
is a Fundamental Doctrine 

and Practice 



 KJV  Acts 2:42 And they 
continued stedfastly in 
the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and 

in prayers. 



There are actually four pillar practices to 
continue steadfastly in: 

(1) doctrine 
  
(2) fellowship  
  
(3) breaking of bread 
 
(4) prayer. 

Apostolic Fundamentals 



Fundamental Doctrine 
KJV 1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ… 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin… 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 



Because… 

(1) we must continue steadfast in it 

(2) it is about our relationship to the 
      apostles, God, His Son and one another 

(3) it is about salvation, reconciliation 
      i.e. the gospel message 

Hence our statement of faith refers to 
fellowship principles. 

 

Summary – Fellowship is a 
Fundamental Doctrine and Practice 



• “his blood cleanseth us from all sin”  
1 John 1:7 (clause 12)1 

• “if they confess and forsake their sins”  
1 John 2:1 (clause 14)2 

• “none being recognized as his friends except those who 
do what he has commanded”  
John 15:14 (clause 16)3  
  
1  exact words – walking in light results in fellowship and 
cleansing of sin 
2  also same point in 1 John 1:6-8 
3  “recognized” and “friend” correspond to fellowship; “do” 
and “commanded” correspond to basis of fellowship 
“walking in light” – identical concept 

Fellowship in the Statement of Faith 



 
A Statement of the  

Christadelphian 

 



Fellowship 
requires Common Doctrine ; we 

must not fellowship False 
Doctrine 



KJV 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have  heard,  
which we have  seen  with our eyes, which we have looked upon,  and our  
hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested unto us;)  3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare  we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And 
these things write  we unto you, that your joy may be full.  5 This then is the 
message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us.

what has been seen 



KJV 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have  heard,  
which we have  seen  with our eyes, which we have looked upon,  and our  
hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested unto us;)  3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare  we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 
And these things write  we unto you, that your joy may be full.  5 This then is 
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
  

what has been heard 



KJV 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have  heard,  
which we have  seen  with our eyes, which we have looked upon,  and our  
hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested unto us;)  3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare  we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.   
4 And these things write  we unto you, that your joy may be full.  5 This then is 
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 

  

what has been written 



KJV 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have  heard,  
which we have  seen  with our eyes, which we have looked upon,  and our  
hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested unto us;)  3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare  we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.   
4 And these things write  we unto you, that your joy may be full.  5 This then is 
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
  

what has been seen what has been heard what has been written 



KJV 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have  heard,  
which we have  seen  with our eyes, which we have looked upon,  and our  
hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested unto us;)  3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare  we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And 
these things write  we unto you, that your joy may be full.  5 This then is the 
message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
  

The word The truth The message The light 



KJV 1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have  heard,  
which we have  seen  with our eyes, which we have looked upon,  and our  
hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father and was manifested unto us;)  3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare  we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.   
4 And these things write  we unto you, that your joy may be full.  5 This then is 
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
  

what has been seen what has been heard what has been written 

The word The truth The message The light 



The Basis of Fellowship 

KJV 1 John 1:7  
But if we walk in the light, as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 

us from all sin.  

 



KJV  2 John 1:1 The elder unto the elect lady and her children, 
whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have 
known the truth; 2 For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and 
shall be with us for ever. 3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, 
from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
Father, in truth and love. 4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment 
from the Father. 5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I 
wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had 
from the beginning, that we love one another. 6 And this is love, 
that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, 
That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.  
7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 



KJV  2 John 1:9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.  

Responsibility of believers is to “not receive” those without the 
doctrine of Christ, do not support, bless or fellowship with them.   

“doctrine of Christ”:  his teaching - Matt. 7:28, 22:33, John 
7:16-17, 18:19, Acts 2:42 (same as “apostles doctrine”), Acts 
13:12, 17:19, Heb. 6:2 

“receive”: Acts 21:17; Rom 15:7, 16:2; 2 or 2 Cor. 7:2,15; 
Gal.4:14; Phil.2:29; Phile. 12,15,17; 2 John 10, 3 John 8,9,10 
 



Is this 
an open 
door? 

Yes  
– not wide open, 
but  nonetheless open 



KJV  1 Timothy 6:3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 
according to godliness;  4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil 
surmisings,  5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 

“from such withdraw thyself” omitted from modern 
translations – but exists in Textus Receptus and in Byzantine  
Texts and therefore the KJV 

Incorrect teaching the focus – but it would be wrong to 
conclude that “belief” is not relevant e.g.  Are we to withdraw 
from a single false teacher, but continue to fellowship with a 
whole group of believers who “consent not to wholesome 
words”?  

Withdraw for Doctrinal Error 



KJV  2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  
KJV  Titus 3:10 A man that is an heretick after the first and second 
admonition reject;  

Hereticks took people away from the truth with different 
ideas (heresy).  They were factious on the basis of wrong 
doctrine. 

Patience and forbearance are seen in two admonitions, 
followed by rejection. 

Withdraw for Doctrinal Error and Behavior 



KJV  1 Timothy 1:20 Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered 
unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme. 
 
KJV  2 Timothy 2:17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is 
Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that 
the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them 
that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity. 

Hymenaus did not “have fellowship” due to doctrinal 
problems. 

The litmus test for fellowship is not limited to agreeing that 
“Christ came in the flesh”, it also requires an understanding of 
the “things concerning the kingdom” including scriptural 
teaching on resurrection. 

Hymenaus and Philetus 



Wrong ideas uncontested eat away and destroy. 

The scriptures command us to follow a patient process in 
following up error e.g. Matt. 18, 1 & 2 Thess., Titus 3. 

Tolerance of wrong doctrine is foolish  -  it will lead to the 
destruction of the body – like gangrene. 

“Canker” 
• 1044 γάγγραινα gaggraina 
• Meaning:  a gangrene, a disease by which any part of the body suffering 

from inflammation becomes so corrupted that, unless a remedy be 
seasonably applied, the evil continually spreads, attacks other parts, and at 
last eats away the bones  



KJV Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because 
thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 
taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, 
to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15 So 
hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which thing I hate. 

 

Problem: False doctrine and practice 

What should they do? Not specifically told. 

 

Members relying on the scriptures would …  

   “warn”, “admonish”, “command and exhort” 
and if not resolved  
    “withdraw”, “refuse”, “have no company with” 

 

Revelation - Pergamos 



Fellowship 
is both Inclusive and Exclusive – 

it requires making choices 



Apostate or Divisive? 



Biblical Concepts of Fellowship 
Biblical relationships require an understanding of: 

“withdrawing” e.g. 2 Thes. 3:6, 1 Tim. 6:5 

“separating” e.g. Acts 19:9, 2 Cor. 6:14-18, Jude 19 

“avoiding” e.g. Rom. 16:17 

“rejecting” e.g. Tit. 3:10 

“cutting off” e.g. Mat.18:1-10 

“turn away” e.g. 2 Tim.3:5 



KJV  2 Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel?   16 And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.   17 Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you,   18 And will be 
a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 



Is this the scriptural model for 
fellowship? 



Where do you draw the line? 

Light 

Darkness 



Fellowship all but the extreme? 

Light 

Darkness 



Fellowship only if in full agreement? 

Light 

Darkness 



Fellowship on the Fundamentals 

Truth 

Uncertain Details 

A Fundamental Difference 

False Christianity 



Reject this Fellowship Model 

Many scriptures speak against fellowship with 
darkness, idols, demons, unbelievers, false 
christianity.  Those who do so violate basic 

fellowship principles and should not be 
fellowshipped. 

Those with a common 
understanding (except on 

fellowship) who fellowship 
with darkness. 



Reject this Fellowship Model 

They are the same 
scriptures for 
rejecting this 

model. 

Assuming the 2nd circle in this 
case represents a fundamental difference 



Believe the same things?  
But fellowship with those who do not? 

Then we do 
not believe 

the same 
things! 

We believe 
that we are not 
to fellowship those 
that do not consent 
to the same 
fundamentals! 



UA08 – Not Recognized 

Truth 

Uncertain Details 

UA08 

Unamended 

False Christianity 

“light’ basis of RR 

Fellowship outside Central 

Inherited legal 
condemnation? 



Fellowship responsibilities exist 
personally and ecclesially as well as 

with the body of Christ. 



Fellowship Responsibility 

• Personal responsibility – choices necessary 
• If only personal = conscience-based fellowship 
• Ecclesial responsibility – fellowship issues are addressed to 

ecclesias e.g.  the Corinthians, the 7 ecclesias 

KJV  2 John 1:10 If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.  



 KJV  Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.   16 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established.  17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

Fellowship Responsibility - Escalation 

• serious matters of difference -  a patient progression aimed at 
reconciliation 

• may require separation if not resolved 
• based on follow up between cities in Deuteronomy 13, 17 
• apply to ecclesia as a whole and to individual ecclesias  

(note: individual ecclesias were not existent at the time) 



 KJV  Ephesians 4:14-16 That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  But 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ:  From whom the 
whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

The Ecclesia – The Body of Christ 

• Over emphasis on individual ecclesias, wreaks havoc in the 
body 



 KJV  1 Timothy 3:15 That thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth. 

The Ecclesia – The Body of Christ 

• Members collectively form the body of Christ 
• Share a responsibility to uphold the truth 
• Problems should be worked out scripturally such that 

fundamentals are maintained throughout the body 
• Jerusalem Conference – wider group in mind (Acts 15) 
• Common practices throughout body – (1 Cor. 11:16; 

14:33; 16:1) 



Summary and Conclusion 



• Fellowship is contingent on understanding the 
gospel and practicing it i.e. “walking in light” 

• Withdrawal is for those not adhering 
fundamentally to the gospel and those not 
behaving consistently with it 

• Withdrawal is a command to be followed for the 
benefit of the individual and/or the ecclesia 

• False doctrine is likened to gangrene – if it is not 
dealt with it will spread and infiltrate the body 

 

Summary 



• Division and apostasy are both of the flesh 

• Fellowship requires an understanding and 
commitment to separation from error 

• Fellowship includes people with different views 
on uncertain details 

• Fellowship excludes those with different views 
on fundamental teachings 

• It is a fundamental to restrict fellowship to 
those that believe the same fundamentals  

Summary 



1. Fellowship is not a doctrine. 
2. Fellowship may be a doctrine, but it is not a 

fundamental doctrine. 
3. The key to fellowship or breaking bread is recognizing 

a person’s baptism, not the doctrine they believe and 
teach. 

4. We should concern ourselves with the platform and 
our own ecclesia, other ecclesias approach to 
fellowship is not our concern. 

5. Fellowship is just something you have, it is not a 
matter of choice.  

6. Ecclesias should never withdraw from others because 
there is no Bible example of an ecclesia withdrawing 
from another ecclesia. 
 
 
 
 

Winds of Doctrine - Fellowship 



1. There is no common approach to fellowship 
practice from one ecclesia to another. 
 

2. Fellowship is not restricted to ecclesias in the 
Central community.  
 

3. The UA08 agreement does not require all 
parties to belong to the Central community or 
even the UA08. 
 

4. The UA08 does not recognize a single 
statement of faith.  Note: The UA08 is not 
equivalent to the BASF, it weakens the BASF. 
 
 
 
 
 

Serious UA08 Problems 



The ecclesia restricts fellowship (i.e., the 
partaking of the emblems) to those with the same 

basis of fellowship, as taught in the Scriptures, 
that is to members in good standing of Central 

Christadelphian ecclesias… 
 
 

From The Christadelphian Tidings Publishing 
Committee, Published in the December 2008 

Issue of The Christadelphian Tidings 
(excerpt only – please see entire article) 

 

Contrast UA08 with Central 





Conclusion 
1. Defend the teaching and require clear clarification on 

doctrine  – including the doctrine of fellowship. 
 

2. Appeal to UA08 ecclesias to return to Central 
doctrine and fellowship practice. 
 

3. Do not recognize or support the UA08. 
 

4. Emphasize prayer – for the good of all – healing from 
the new breaches and true unity. 
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