
Why the NASU is not uniting  
the Christadelphian Community 

 
Class Three 



“I fear that NASU could bring about more division 
in our community and frustrate the course of 
reunion even further. I hope I am wrong...” 

 
Written in 2003 



Summary of Talk 

Bible covenants and agreements 

NASU examined 

Concluding thoughts 

Towards a solution 



Bible Covenants and 
Agreements 

“And Moses came and told the people all the words of the 
LORD, and all the judgments: and all the people 
answered with one voice, and said, All the words which 
the LORD hath said will we do.” 

− Exodus 24:3 



Bible Covenants and 
Agreements 

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Judah” 

− Jeremiah 31:31 



Bible Covenants and 
Agreements 

“And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and 
write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto 
it.” 

− Nehemiah 9:38 

 

 



Bible Covenants and 
Agreements 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.” 

− 1 Corinthians 1:10 



The Historical Problem Analyzed 
Andrewism – “Man is a sinner by birth and by deed, and 
needs sacrifice to cover his sin... Justification from the 
‘offence’ of Adam is, therefore, necessary as well as 
justification from individual sins... Blood-shedding is needed 
to cleanse from physical, as well as from moral defilement... 
Sacrifice is as essential to take away sin in its physical, as in its 
moral, aspect.”  
 
Clean Flesh – human nature is not unclean in itself, sin is a 
spirit of rebellion only. Jesus had a free life. 
 
Central – sin comes from disobeying God by obeying the 
lusts of the flesh. Jesus had the same lusts that he destroyed 
on the cross. 



The Historical Problem Analyzed 

Central versus Extreme 

Andrewism/Clean Flesh Central 

 Convoluted 
 Confusing 
 Difficult to understand 
 Divisive 
 Hard to explain using 

Scripture alone 

 Simple 
 Practical 
 Easy to understand 
 Uniting 
 Easy to explain using 

Scripture alone 



The Historical Problem Analyzed 

 Does NASU solve the historical dilemma? 

 

 Does NASU allow for toleration of wrong ideas? 

 

 Does NASU enshrine wrong ideas? 



The Historical Problem Analyzed 

 How do we deal with false doctrine? 

 

 Allowing for it in an official document? 

 

Or 

 

 Disallowing it in an official document and educating about truth? 

 



NASU Examined 

Due Diligence? 

 Is NASU doctrinally sound? 
 Does NASU equate with the BASF? 
 Does NASU clarify or confuse matters? 
 Is NASU a politically-worded document? 
 Does NASU properly cover the dividing issues? 
 Is NASU more likely to divide than unite? 
 Are we better off with NASU? 



NASU Examined 

 “clear doctrinal statements” 

 “some brethren wanted more explicit clarifications... 
The Mutual Assurances... were very helpful in satisfying 
the desire for more clarity.” 

 “It is imperative that brothers and sisters invest the time 
to carefully consider for themselves... that it is an 
adequate basis for scripturally sound unity.” 

− Cover letter 



NASU Examined 

 “The NASU committee... continue to extend an 
invitation to any who genuinely seek scripturally sound 
unity, but who still have concerns, to sit down with open 
Bibles and take time to work through them directly with 
us.” 

 “Let us work together...” 

− Cover letter 



 
 Allows for the issue of Inherited Legal Condemnation 
 NASU Pg 3 Line 5-6 under Adams Sin 

 

NASU Examined 

The Term ‘fallen’ can 
be found in 

Unamended literature 
to denote INHERITED 

LEGAL 
CONDEMNATION.  
NASU implies there 

are 3 things inherited. 



Unamended (Advocate) teaching: 
• The “Christadelphian Advocate” Sept./86, page 

202 says: 
– “Physically – Adam was sentenced to death which 

changed his `very good’ condition to one in which he 
was a dying creature prone to sin.” 

– “Legally – Adam’s harmonious relationship with the 
Creator was destroyed and his transgression brought 
him into a state of condemnation with death as its 
inevitable result.  The physical and legal condemnation 
has been transmitted to all his posterity and resident at 
birth” 



What happens at baptism? 

FALLEN 
MISSING! 



What does it mean? 

 
 
Why not say "our nature (that is to say the natural impulses 
that come from the flesh) need to be subdued and killed and 
our bodies need to be changed“? 

• We inherit guilt because of our relationship to Adam (original sin)? 
• When we are baptized our nature is now clean? 
• At the resurrection our nature is cleansed? 
• Cleansed or destroyed? 



NASU Examined 

Resurrectional Responsibility Section 

(Daniel 12:2; Romans 2:5-8, 16; 1 Peter 4:4-7, 17-18; James 
4:17; Ephesians 5:8-10; John 3:19; 5:24-29; 2 Timothy 
4:1; Hebrews 2:3; 10:26-29, 32; 2 Peter 2:20-21; Luke 
12:47-48; Romans 6:3-6; Galatians 3:26-29; 2 Corinthians 

5:10; Psalm 50:4-5; Matthew 24:30-31; Romans 
14:10-12; Galatians 6:7-8) 

How did that get in there? 



Mutual Assurances 

D. It is mutually agreed that the commitment we make to be 
God's servants, when we enter covenant relationship 
through baptism, heightens our responsibility to Him... 

 

J. All agree that the overall emphasis of Scripture concerning 
resurrection is the positive hope of resurrection to life 
eternal for faithful believers... 

 

Maybe true... but watering down Clause XIV? 

 

 



Concluding Thoughts 

Potentially inflammatory language 

 ‘Adam and Eve fell from their very good state’ 
 ‘Unclean condition’ 
 ‘Fallen’ 
 ‘“sin” is used to mean both the unclean (defiled) 

nature...’ 
 ‘the same nature that was the result of Adam’s 

original transgression’ 



Problems of Second-Hand Teaching 

The Bible NASU 
 E.g. “justified by faith” 
 
 
 Scripture interprets 

Scripture! 
 “comparing spiritual things 

with spiritual” 
 Genesis 15; Romans 4 

 E.g. “Adam and Eve fell from 
their very good state” 

 
 What interprets NASU 

phraseology? 
 Compare NASU with... 

human reasoning? 
 ??? 



Conclusion 
* The need to work together in the spirit of Bible 

covenants and agreements 

* The NASU does not resolve historical differences in 
understanding 

* The danger of brushing issues under the carpet 

* The need to focus on Bible-based unity 



Dealing with Extremism 

Extreme Extreme 

Andrewism/ 
Williamsism Clean Flesh 

Where does 
the pendulum 

swing? 



Working Towards a Solution 

* We agree to work together with the united aim to come 
to a biblical understanding of the sacrifice of Christ 

 

* We can agree on common ground: 

- rejection of substitution 

- rejection of extreme historical teachings 

- emphasis on positive teaching concerning Christ's sacrifice 
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