The Truth
We Continue to Believe
Class 2

How are we building?
gathering in • Genesis 11:1-2
one place • Acts 2:1-6,41-47
unity of
voice
making a
name

• Genesis 11:1,6
• Acts 2:4,6,14,39
• Genesis 11:4,9 (cp. 10:8-10)
• Acts 2:21,36,38

The Simplicity
of the Truth
The Scriptures

Clause 24
That at the appearing of Christ
prior to the establishment
of the Kingdom, the responsible
(namely, those who know the
revealed will of God, and have
been called upon to submit to it),
dead and living –
obedient and disobedient –
will be summoned before his
judgment seat ‘to be judged
according to their works’;
and ‘receive in body according to
what they have done,
whether it be good or bad’
(2 Corinthians 5:10; 2 Timothy
4:1; Romans 2:5,6,16; 14:10-12; 1
Corinthians 4:5; Revelation 11:18)

“Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him
openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink
with him after he rose from the dead. And he
commanded us to preach unto the people, and to
testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be
the Judge of the quick and dead.”

Acts 10:39-42

“For the time that is past suffices for doing what
the Gentiles want to do…with respect to this
they are surprised when you do not join them in
the same flood of debauchery, and they malign
you; but they will give account to him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead.”
1 Peter 4:3-5 ESV (cp. Diaglott, ISV)

“Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurances unto all
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. And when
they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked:
and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter.”

Acts 17:31-32

“Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them,
Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by
you this day…And after certain days, when Felix came with his
wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard
him concerning the faith in Christ. And as he reasoned of
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.”

Acts 24:21,24-25 (cp. v15)

“There shall be
a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and the unjust.”
Acts 24:15

The Resurrection of the Dead
both of the just and unjust
Who are the unjust?

• “…Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God” 1 Peter 3:18
• Here the word ‘unjust’ stands for all mankind
without our Lord Jesus Christ. The unbaptized
cannot be excluded from this class.
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The Resurrection of the Dead
both of the just and unjust
Who are the unjust?
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• “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished” 2 Peter 2:9
• Here ‘the unjust’ are those who are reserved for
the day of resurrectional judgment (v4 cp. Mt.
11:24). The unbaptized cannot be excluded from
this class.

The Resurrection of the Dead
both of the just and unjust
SLIDE 3

Who are the unjust?

• “…He maketh his sun to rise on the
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain
on the just and on the unjust”
Matthew 5:45
• ‘The unjust’ continue to receive rain from a
merciful Father. The unbaptized cannot be
excluded from this class.

The Resurrection of the Dead
both of the just and unjust
Who are the unjust?

• “Dare any of you, having a matter
against another, go to law before the
unjust, and not before the saints?”
1 Corinthians 6:1
• ‘The unjust’ here must refer to the unbaptized,
called ‘unbelievers’ in v6.
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The Resurrection of the Dead
both of the just and unjust
Who are the unjust?

• “Know ye not that the unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of
God?...And such were some of you”
1 Corinthians 6:9
• ‘The unrighteous’ are those who had not been
washed and sanctified in Christ. Unbaptized
Gentiles cannot be excluded from this class.
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The Simplicity
of the Truth
The Heritage of our Community

Brother Thomas

“He that understands the truth,
but declines
the obedience it commands ,
will be held accountable
for its rejection.”
Anastasis, as quoted in: The Christadelphian
Vol. 31, 1894
Vol. 37, 1900
Vol. 82, 1945
Vol. 130, 1993

True
Principles
and
Uncertain
Details
Brother Roberts

“All we can be sure about is that
when men are “without excuse”
knowing the judgment of God
(Rom. 1:20 , 32 ; 2:1 ); when they
have “no cloak for their sin” like
the men who saw the miracles of
Christ, and yet both “saw and
hated both him and his Father”
( Jno. 15:22 , 24 ), that they will
come forth at the resurrection to
receive punishment according to
the righteous judgment of God.”

True
Principles
and
Uncertain
Details
Brother Roberts

“But when, in our age,
are men in such circumstances?”

“There is no quarrel as to
the men who recognise the Bible
as the word of God,
and understanding it,
are aware of its demands
upon them to repent and submit
to the service of Christ;
and yet refuse submission
because of the present
inconveniences of submission.
The responsibility of these men to
the resurrection of condemnation
is without doubt.”

The Simplicity
of the Truth
The Scriptures

Resurrection to Condemnation
• “the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day” John 12:48

Resurrection to Immortality
• “…of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last day” 6:39
• “every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day”
6:40
• “no man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” 6:44
• “whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal
life; and I will raise him up at the last day” 6:54
• “I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last
day” 11:24

Resurrection to Condemnation
based on

rejection of
Christ’s words
• “He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath
one that judgeth him: the word
that I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day”
(John 12:48)
• “If I had not come and spoken
unto them, they had not had
sin: but now they have no
cloke (excuse) for their sin”
(John 15:22)

rejection of
Christ’s works
• “But though he had done so
many miracles before them,
yet they believed not on him”
(John 12:37)

• “If I had not done among them
the works which none other
man did, they had not had sin”
(John 15:24)

The
Christadelphian
Magazine
Volume 76, 1939

Brother Carter

“The teaching of Jesus brought
responsibility to the hearers
(verse 22 ). His works partook
of the same character as his
words. Both were distinct from
anything that other men had
done; both shewed that Jesus
was true, that his words and
works were divine. The
rejection of his message and
refusal to accept the evidence
of his works were equally
grounds of condemnation.”

The Confusion
of the UA08

Mutual Assurances
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General Principle: Rejection of God’s knowledge
and calling are grounds of condemnation and
punishment by God. The following are a few of
the scriptural references that reveal this principle:
Prov. 1:20-33; Luke 10:13-16; 12:47-48; John
3:19; 9:39-41; 15:22; Acts 17:30-31; James 4:17.
COMMENT:
This does not declare that knowledge and calling
are the grounds of resurrectional condemnation.

Mutual Assurances
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Application of General Principle to
Resurrectional Judgment: Divine wisdom and
justice alone will determine who should be
raised from the dead to be condemned and
punished on these grounds. It is certain that His
will is righteous and shall be done.
COMMENT:
The document does not make it clear if there
will be any unbaptized who will be resurrected
to give account in the day of judgment.

Mutual Assurances
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No human can identify or quantify individuals in
this category with certainty.
COMMENT:
The document does not make it clear if there
will be any unbaptized who will be resurrected
to give account in the day of judgment.

Mutual Assurances
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“E. Amended brethren emphasize knowledge of
God’s revealed will and calling to submit to it, as
a common basis of resurrectional judgment for
those in covenant relationship and those
without, whom God requires to give account for
their refusal of His gracious invitation to eternal
life.”
QUESTION:
Why is this not the common emphasis by both
Amended and Unamended in the UA08?

however…

Mutual Assurances?
“It has also been placed on record by one member
of the NASU committee that tolerance for different
viewpoints is allowed in the Mutual Assurances.
―The Mutual Assurances explicitly acknowledge
respect and tolerance for different viewpoints on
aspects of resurrectional responsibility… We have
not agreed that knowledge and calling are ― ‘the’
criteria for resurrectional responsibility. We have
acknowledged them as ‘a’ basis for condemnation.”
Union without Unity, Bro. Ron Kidd

UA08 (clarification #2)
“That it is affirmed, that: Men are responsible to the
resurrection to condemnation who refuse
subjection to the will of God when their
circumstances are such as to leave them no excuse
for such refusal, and that rebels and unbelievers,
who deserve punishment will rise at the
resurrection to receive that punishment without
reference to the question whether they
are baptized or not. It is impossible for any man to
say who are so deserving. We know that God is just
and will do no unrighteousness.”

however…

Clarification?
"... along with other practical details, such as the
effective date of the agreement, the continuance of
the BASF, the posting of the announcement, etc. are
not ‘scriptural principles’ per se, and are not part of
the doctrinal basis of the UA08, but are practical
considerations the three Unamended ecclesias also
agree to."

Unity Meeting Minutes, June 8, 2010 (quotation from January 23 meeting)

Simplicity or Confusion?
“The Unamended representatives acknowledged
that at no time had they indicated withholding
fellowship from other Unamended ecclesias that
were prepared to fellowship them. Indeed they
made it abundantly clear that when it comes to
fellowship practice, ―The lines are simply drawn in
a different place – a place that accepts Amended
Brethren as well as Unamended.”

Union without Unity, Bro. Ron Kidd

Simplicity or Confusion?
“If the fellowship terms were not acceptable (and
continue not to be for three of the original
Amended ecclesias) once the Unamended position
became common knowledge why would the
present Amended UA08 ecclesias believe that they
are more in-line with the Central community now;
what has changed? It is evident that whilst the
agreement hasn’t changed the mindset of the UA08
ecclesias has.”
Union without Unity, Bro. Ron Kidd

Are we truly of one mind?
The Enlightened Rejector
• How is it possible that after years of open
Bibles and mutual prayer, there is so much
confusion concerning the NASU’s teaching on
Resurrectional Responsibility?

A United Fellowship
• How is it possible that after years of open
Bibles and mutual prayer, there was so much
confusion among the signatory ecclesias
about Fellowship that some of them paused?

How are we building?
The Simplicity of
the Truth

The Confusion of
the UA08

• unified world-wide
fellowship
• Central fellowship
based on truths
epitomized in BASF
• God’s justice decrees
the resurrection of
enlightened rejectors

• fragmented worldwide fellowship
• Central has no
declared doctrine of
fellowship
• God will raise
whoever His justice
demands

