
Come Let Us Reason 
Together



Except the LORD build 
the House



Objectives
• BACKGROUND TO THE CURRENT 

UNITY ISSUE IN ONTARIO

• TO ESTABLISH THE TRUTH WE 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE & TEACH

• TO EXAMINE NASU/UA08 AND 
PROBLEMS IT PRESENTS

• TO EXAMINE THE RELATIONSHIP OF 
DOCTRINE & FELLOWSHIP



• Those who believe, 
practice and teach    
the same should be    
in fellowship

• We all want this unity

Endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. There is one 
body, and one Spirit, even 

as ye are called in one hope 
of your calling; One Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, One 
God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, 

and in you all.
Ephesians 4:3-6



Labourers & Watchmen

Except the LORD 
build the house,they 
labour in vain that 
build it: except the 

LORD keep the city, 
the watchman 

waketh but in vain.
Psalm 127:1

World trains us 
to be 

• self centered

• greedy

• business practices

We are under 
seige as a family 
of God

• lives

• families

• marriages

• ecclesia



  Love of self                     Love of God

Love of others           Love of others

                                  Love of self

 Love of God?

And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, 

soul, mind, 
strength... 

...thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as 

thyself...
Mark 12:30-31



•Cain’s way - 
Genesis 4

•World’s way - 
Gen 6:5

The LORD 
knoweth the 

thoughts of man, 
that they are 

vanity.
Psalm 94:11



       
              BABEL

Gen 11:4-6 - people is one

Gen 11:8-9 - God scatters

2 Samuel 7 - David favours a house 
for God
- God builds a house for David

Jer 52 - man insisted on “their 
way”, eventually it proved to be in 
vain

Acts 15:14 - God continues to build

Rev 21:7 - invitation to be part of 
this house

HOUSE OF GOD

DIVISION

UNITY
    “that God may be all in all” 2 Cor 15:28

UNION              UNITY



Sincerity and 
Truth

• say what you mean, 
mean what you say

Now therefore fear the LORD, 
and serve Him in sincerity and in 

truth...
Joshua 24:14

But the hour cometh, and now is, 
when the true worshippers shall 

worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth; for the Father seeketh such 
to worship Him.  God is a Spirit; 
and they that worship Him must 

worship Him in spirit and in truth.
John 4:23-24

But let your communication be, 
Yea, Yea; Nay, nay; for whatsoever is 

more than these cometh of evil.
Matt 5:37



1. counsel - encourage 
others to share the same 
beliefs and fellowship 
practice

2. to create two groups 
where there was one              
(Gk. Eng. Lexicon)

3. from knowledge - 
application of knowledge 
or fellowship

4. from knowledge - 
understanding of 
knowledge or doctrine

Now I beseech you, 
brethren,  by the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the 
same mind and in the 

same judgment.
1 Cor 1:10

3

4

1
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How Did We Get Here?

*NASU 

- no common statement of faith 
in North America

- the NASU document is now 
the basis for fellowship

19th
Century

Bro Thomas
Bro Roberts

1875
BSF

1898
BASF

NASU
2001

UA

NASU
2003

NASU
UA08
2008



How Did We Get Here?

Huntsville,
5 UA ecclesias in Midwest US

Orangeville, Kingston, 
Peterborough, Ottawa, 
Brampton, Niagara, 
North Bay, Barrie

Toronto East                     X 
Church Street                   X
Mississauga West               X
Toronto West                   X

NASU            NASU/UA08  
AMENDED
Greenaway

UNAMENDED
Guelph
Picton

Toronto North



How Did We Get Here?
• NASU/UA08 - Doctrinal issues

GOD CANNOT - Bro J.J.Andrew -BUSF

GOD MAY - Bro T. Williams  - NASU

GOD WILL - BASF Clause XXIV
2Cor 5:10; 2Tim 4:1; Rom 2:5,6,16; 14:10-12; 

1Cor 4:5; Rev 11:18

      Resurrectional Responsibility

CENTRAL - BASF  touchstone worldwide

NASU/UA08 - introduces ecclesias not joining Central & 
able to continue affiliation with existing BUSF ecclesias.
NASU is the touchstone in NA.

Fellowship - New Direction - “Central has got it wrong”



NASU/UA08 Position
1.The recognized basis for inter-
ecclesial fellowship is the NASU 
and (BASF or BUSF).
2.Fellowship is not restricted to 
ecclesias in the Central 
community.

3.The NASU/UA08  does not 
discourage ecclesias sharing 
fellowship with those who have 
not accepted its basis of 
fellowship.

4.The NASU/UA08 agreement 
does not require all parties to 
belong to the Central community 
nor does it recognize a single 
statement of faith.

Central Amended Position
1.The recognized basis for inter-
ecclesial fellowship is the BASF.

2.Fellowship is restricted to 
ecclesias in the Central community.

3.The Central community does not 
encourage ecclesias sharing 
fellowship with those who have 
not accepted its basis of fellowship.

4.All previous reunion documents 
concluded with all parties 
belonging to the Central 
community and accepting a single 
statement of faith (the BASF) for 
inter-ecclesial fellowship.



Inter-Ecclesial Fellowship

We agree to conduct our inter-ecclesial fellowship at the 
Memorial table of the Lord with members of North 
American Christadelphian ecclesias which declare their 
agreement with this understanding, and as set out in 
principle in A Guide to the Foundation and Conduct of 
Christadelphian Ecclesias (commonly referred to as “The 
Ecclesial Guide”, R. Roberts). It is further agreed that the 
touchstone for inter-ecclesial fellowship between North 
American ecclesias and Christadelphian ecclesias 
worldwide is the BASF. 

that agree

Formation

recognized

America

remains

Visitors in good standing from these ecclesias outside North 
America are welcome at the memorial table. NASU 2001

basis of
outside

Practice

/2003



NASU 2003

‣assessment
‣non-binding poll
‣straw poll
‣non-binding vote
‣vote
‣mandate

Was it?



“We now believe it will be helpful for all concerned to determine 
the support for the enclosed NASU Unity Proposal, before asking 
for a final decision to proceed with implementation” 

“Any decision in Phase 1 does not bind any ecclesia to a course of 
action”.  

“It is not until Phase 2 that ecclesias will be asked to express their 
support for a definitive course of action.” (Phase 2 never happened, 
the committee disbanded in 2006.)

NASU Committee 2004

In another communication the committee wrote:  “This vote was 
conducted to assess the will of the Christadelphian Amended and 
Unamended communities regarding the NASU Unity Proposal.” 

NASU  Committee April 11, 2005

Sincerity and Truth



NASU Survey Results 2005
Ecclesias Accept Reject No Decision

Complete Response 103 91 12

Incomplete Response 10 8 2

Incomplete No Decision 1 1

Total Responding Eccl. 114 99 14 1

Non-responding Eccl. 35 35

Total Ecclesias 149 99 14 36

Responding Eccl. % 86.8% 12.3% 0.9%

Total Eccl. % 66.4% 9.4% 24.2%

Amended Ecclesias



Results

• perspective

• ecclesias divided

• families divided

• effects on Bible Schools 
and fellowship activities

• ecclesial care/preaching 
efforts

Behold how good 
and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to 
dwell together in 

unity.
Psalm 133:1



What Have We Learned?
I. What is a first principle?

II. Role of democracy within the brotherhood

III.Arguments by exceptions

IV.Applying scriptural principles

V. Role of pioneer brethren

VI.Central fellowship

VII.Does the end justify the means?



What Have We Learned?

Gospel is more than a mere set of 
doctrines, it is a way of life in which the 
principles of Christ’s sacrifice and atoning 
work are expressed in our behaviour.



Scriptural Discussion
1 Cor 1:10 - same mind and judgmentImportance of 

same doctrine Acts 2:42-44 - same doctrine a 
prerequisite of fellowship

Resurrection and 
Judgment

Heb 6:1-2 - Paul considered these 
matters 1st principles

Acts 24:15 - resurrection of the 
dead (just and unjust)

Knowledge brings 
responsibility

Acts 17:30 - ignorance winked 
at but now repent

Deut 1:39-43 - no knowledge of 
good and evil not responsible



Scriptural Discussion
Ecclesial based 

fellowship
1 Cor 16:3 - Letters of commendation 

common in 1st century
Philemon 13-14 - respect for ecclesial decisions

Can an ecclesia 
withdraw from 

another?

Deut 13:12-16 - OT cities like unto NT 
ecclesias - sword like unto disfellowship

Josh 22:11-34 - Responsibility to diligently 
inquire if false doctrine or practice being 

followed in another ecclesia

Extracting 
principles

Matt 18:15-18 - Christ quotes from OT passages 
about idolatry to teach about general offences

1 Cor 5:13 - Paul quotes from OT passages 
about idolatry and adultery to provide 

instruction for dealing with incest



III - Arguments by exceptions

- ecclesia ‘x’ does...
- ecclesia ‘y’ accepts...

Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the 
things of others.  Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
                          Philippians 2:4-5

 Let us therefore follow after the 
things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify 
another.
                          Romans 14:19



V - Role of Pioneer Brethren

• voice of the pioneers

• human or ecclesial 
traditions

2 Thess 2:15

Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the 

word and doctrine.
                              1 Tim 5:17

Remove not the ancient landmark, 
which thy fathers have set.      

                               Prov 22:28                                                 

Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in 
the ways, and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls.  But they said, 

We will not walk therein.
                                 Jer 6:16



VI - The Ecclesia & Ecclesias

“Ecclesias are autonomous, and it is a 
principle to be jealously guarded that 
ecclesias manage their own affairs.  But that 
does not mean that an ecclesia can tolerate 
or eschew any belief or conduct without 
regard to other ecclesias.  Individuals have 
free wills, but that does not mean they can 
do as they wish.”

Bro. John Carter 1953



True Fellowship
“... as its individual members must preserve 
the unity of faith and practice, so each 
ecclesia must seek to maintain the unity of 
the brotherhood.  Ecclesial autonomy is not 
ecclesial freedom to do as we like.  It is 
freedom to run our own affairs in 
accordance with the accepted faith and way 
of life of the community to which we 
belong.”

Bro. Harry Tennant  1988



Ecclesias & Fellowship
“No ecclesia is free unilaterally to change this basis of fellowship; that would be a recipe for chaos.  
They exist to uphold it, and to act in accordance with it.

We can welcome to the Table at our ecclesia only those who are in fellowship with an ecclesia that 
meets on the same basis as ours.

We do not therefore carry out interviews at the door, as if a person can share our fellowship one 
week and someone else’s the next.  Nor do we invite anyone to share our fellowship, even if they 
agree with our Statement of Faith, when they are members of another group meeting on a different 
basis.

If artificial divisions exist because historical difficulties have been perpetuated long after a breach 
should have been healed, they are not solved by ignoring these principles of ecclesial fellowship. 
Divisions can only be ended by individuals or whole ecclesias leaving one fellowship group and joining 
with another in accepting a common basis of fellowship.

It is worth reminding ourselves that ecclesial autonomy does not confer the right to act without 
consideration for the wider community.  That would not be autonomy, but anarchy!

Ecclesias also have a responsibility to the brotherhood worldwide to ensure that they uphold our 
common basis of faith, and they should listen carefully to any comments brethren from 
surrounding ecclesias make who may feel this basis has been threatened.”

Christadelpian Magazine Committee 1992/1998



What are we to do?
These were more noble than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 

scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

                                       Acts 17:11

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God...

                                      1 John 4:1

 



What are we to do?

• Responsibility to the brotherhood               
- avoid division spreading elsewhere 

• Ensure clear basis for inter-ecclesial 
fellowship                                                   
- BASF the touchstone

• Agreement that is clear on what we 
believe, practice and teach



Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

                                            1 Thess 5:21

Strive for Unity


