
 

 

Introduction 

CloudPeel is a tool provided by C2S Consulting Group. It is available on the AWS marketplace in all regions except 
`us-gov-west-1` and `us-iso-east-1`. It allows you to visualize your AWS environment to see what resources you 
have available and their status.  

CloudPeel provides  

 cloud dashboard to view all of the activity in your AWS environment 

 real-time architecture diagram 

 support for scheduling starts/stops of EC2 instances and backups 

Version 2.0 introduces  

 cost visualization, so you can see how much you're saving 

 CloudTrail event viewer 

 support for best practices and insights, with a single-click fix functionality 

Use of CloudPeel is limited by the CloudPeel EULA. 

 

 

Initial Setup 

Releases of CloudPeel include 5 objects: an EC2 AMI, two CloudFormation templates, and two architecture 
diagrams (one for each template).  

The AMI can be launched without the templates, but you will have to manually configure an IAM policy and user 
for CloudPeel to use. Instructions for setting up an IAM user can be found later in this section. 

The two CloudFormation templates each use the included AMI to create a new IAM policy, IAM role, instance 
policy, and EC2 instance for CloudPeel.  

The quick-start CloudFormation template will also create a new VPC and subnet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://c2scg.com/
https://cloudpeel.com/eula.txt


Quick Start 

 

To launch CloudPeel into its own VPC, select the quick start CloudFormation template and click "Create Stack." 

Choose a name for the stack, select an availability zone, and enter the CIDR block that you want to be able to 
connect to CloudPeel from into the `IngressLocation` parameter.  

This will look like `11.22.33.44/32` for a single IP address.  

To find out your IP address, visit a public website like ipinfo.io, whatismyip.com or ipchicken.com.  

The other parameters can be left at their default values. 

Click continue until you are prompted to confirm that the CloudFormation template may create IAM resources. 
Check the confirmation box, and continue. 

Wait for the stack status to appear as `CREATE_COMPLETE`, then go to the `Outputs` tab.  

Record the instance ID from the outputs tab, this will be the password to log into CloudPeel (including the 
leading `i-`).  

The other output will be the URL for the first-time setup for CloudPeel; clicking this will take you to CloudPeel.  

CloudPeel initial setup will take 20-30 seconds, while it detects what regions you have major resources in, and 
records what AWS resources you have.  

When it is done, you will be automatically redirected to the dashboard.  

You can visit the dashboard early by clicking the link in the sidebar.  

CloudPeel will continue configuring itself in the background. 

 

To launch CloudPeel into an existing VPC, select the other CloudFormation template and click "Create Stack." 

Choose a name for the stack, select a subnet and a VPC, and enter the CIDR block that you want to be able to 
connect to CloudPeel from into the `IngressLocation` parameter.  

This will look like `11.22.33.44/32` for a single IP address.  

To find out your IP address, visit a public website like ipinfo.io, whatismyip.com or ipchicken.com.  

 The other parameters can be left at their default values. 

Note that the subnet you choose must be inside the VPC that you choose, and that both the subnet and VPC 
must be configured to automatically allocate new IP addresses to launched instances, or the stack will attempt 
to read a non-existent public IP from the instance to build the URL in the second output, fail to do so, and 
rollback the entire stack. 

Click continue until you are prompted to confirm that the CloudFormation template may create IAM resources. 
Check the confirmation box, and continue. 

Wait for the stack status to appear as `CREATE_COMPLETE`, then go to the `Outputs` tab.  

Record the instance ID from the outputs tab, this will be the password to log into CloudPeel (including the 
leading `i-`).  

The other output will be the URL for the first-time setup for CloudPeel; clicking this will take you to CloudPeel.  

CloudPeel initial setup will take 20-30 seconds, while it detects what regions you have major resources in, and 
records what AWS resources you have.  

When it is done, you will be automatically redirected to the dashboard.  

You can visit the dashboard early by clicking the link in the sidebar.  

https://ipinfo.io/
whatismyip.com
https://ipchicken.com/
https://ipinfo.io/
whatismyip.com
https://ipchicken.com/


CloudPeel will continue configuring itself in the background. 

 

To launch CloudPeel without using a CloudFormation template, first create a new EC2 instance from the 
provided AMI and ensure you can connect to it on port 80. 

Navigate to the instance's IP address in your browser, and enter the instance ID when prompted for a password. 

Open the `Settings` dropdown in the left sidebar, then select the `AWS Credentials` option. Follow the 
instructions there by opening a new page and visiting the IAM Dashboard in the AWS Console. 

Select 'Policies' from the left menu and click the 'Create Policy' button. 

Select the 'JSON' tab, delete all of the contents of the text box, and replace it with the following document 

{ 

  "Version": "2012-10-17", 

  "Statement": [ 

    { 

    "Sid": "cloudpeelnext0", 

    "Effect": "Allow", 

    "Action": [ 

      "ec2:StartInstances", 

      "ec2:DescribeInstances", 

      "ec2:StopInstances", 

      "ec2:ModifyInstanceAttribute", 

      "elasticloadbalancing:DescribeLoadBalancers", 

      "elasticloadbalancing:DescribeTargetGroups", 

      "elasticloadbalancing:DescribeInstanceHealth", 

      "elasticloadbalancing:DeleteLoadBalancer", 

      "ec2:DescribeSecurityGroups", 

      "ec2:RevokeSecurityGroupIngress", 

      "config:DescribeConfigRules", 

      "config:DescribeComplianceByConfigRule", 

      "config:DescribeConfigurationRecorders", 

      "config:PutConfigRule", 

      "ec2:DescribeAddresses", 

      "ec2:ReleaseAddress", 

      "cloudwatch:GetMetricStatistics", 

      "ec2:describeRegions", 

      "ec2:describeInstances", 

      "ElasticLoadBalancing:describeLoadBalancers", 

      "elasticloadbalancing:DescribeTargetHealth", 

      "ec2:describeSubnets", 

      "ec2:DescribeVpcs", 

      "ec2:DescribeVpcAttribute", 

      "s3:ListAllMyBuckets", 

      "CloudWatch:getMetricStatistics", 

      "s3:GetBucketLocation", 

      "ec2:DescribeVpcPeeringConnections", 

      "ec2:DescribeRouteTables", 

      "ec2:DescribeVolumes", 

      "ec2:DescribeSnapshots", 

      "iam:GetUser", 

      "rds:DescribeDBInstances", 

      "lightsail:GetInstances", 

https://console.aws.amazon.com/iam/home


      "sts:GetCallerIdentity", 

      "ec2:DescribeInternetGateways", 

      "s3:GetBucketAcl", 

      "codedeploy:BatchGetDeploymentGroups", 

      "datapipeline:ListPipelines", 

      "dynamodb:ListTables", 

      "kinesisvideo:ListStreams", 

      "kinesis:DescribeStream", 

      "datapipeline:DescribePipelines", 

      "kinesisanalytics:DescribeApplication", 

      "codedeploy:ListApplications", 

      "firehose:DescribeDeliveryStream", 

      "kinesis:ListStreams", 

      "elasticmapreduce:ListInstances", 

      "dynamodb:ListGlobalTables", 

      "codedeploy:ListDeploymentGroups", 

      "elasticmapreduce:ListClusters", 

      "firehose:ListDeliveryStreams", 

      "config:DescribeComplianceByResource", 

      "kinesisanalytics:ListApplications", 

      "codedeploy:BatchGetApplications", 

      "glacier:ListVaults", 

      "dynamodb:DescribeTable", 

      "ec2:CreateImage", 

      "ec2:DescribeImages", 

      "cloudtrail:DescribeTrails", 

      "s3:ListBucket", 

      "s3:GetObject", 

      "ec2:describeSnapshots", 

      "ec2:deleteSnapshot", 

      "ec2:deregisterImage" 

    ], 

    "Resource": "*" 

    }, 

    { 

    "Sid": "cloudpeelnext1", 

    "Effect": "Allow", 

    "Action": [ 

      "iam:SimulatePrincipalPolicy", 

      "iam:GetUser" 

    ], 

    "Resource": "arn:aws:iam::*:user/*" 

    } 

  ] 

} 

 

Click the 'Review Policy' button, give the policy a name like 'cloudpeel-policy', and click the 'Create Policy' 
button. 

Select 'Users' from the left menu and click the 'Add User' button. 

Name the user and check the 'Programmatic Access' checkbox, then click the 'Next: Permissions' button. 

Click the 'Attach existing policies directly' button, then find the policy you created earlier and enable it. 



Click the 'Next: Review' button, then the 'Create User' button. 

It will give you an Access key ID and a Secret access key. Enter these in the two input fields on the `AWS 
Credentials` page, then click Save. 

If you have `Autodetect Regions` checked, the page might take a few seconds to load. 

If it is successful, all of the features on the right should have green checkboxes next to them. If there was an 
error, it will be indicated at the top of the page when you click save. 

 

AWS Marketplace CloudPeel subscription walk-through: 

 

 

 Search for CloudPeel in the AWS Marketplace 

 Click on the button   

 
 

 

 Click on the button  

 

https://aws.amazon.com/marketplace/search/results?x=0&y=0&searchTerms=cloudpeel&page=1&ref_=nav_search_box


 

 Select a CloudFormation template from the dropdown menu 
 
 

 

 Click on the button  
 
 



    

 Select a launch action from the dropdown menu 
 
 

 

 The S3 template URL option is pre-selected 



 

 Enter a stack name 

 Enter an ingress IP address range 

 Select an instance type  

 Select an existing EC2 KeyPair 

 Select a subnet 

 Select a VPC 
 
 

 

 Optional setup parameters: tags, IAM role, rollback triggers 



 

 Summary page; ensure that the confirmation box is checked 
 
 

 

 CloudFormation stack creation page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cloud Dashboard 

The CloudPeel dashboard contains summaries of the other major CloudPeel components. 

 

 

 

The first summary displays the current best practice and insight score, as a percentage.  

The release of CloudPeel on the public market only includes five best practices and insights.  

If there is an error loading any rule, the text "Error" is displayed.  

For more information about the specific error, click the "View Details" link. 

 

The second summary displays the current estimated savings to date.  

This is the sum of all savings for all previous months, plus total estimated savings for the current month.  

If there is no billing bucket set up, $0.00 is displayed.  

For more information on billing, see the billing section. 

 

The third summary displays the number of running EC2 instances, including RDS and LightSail instances, where 
applicable.  

On the initial load of the dashboard, the number displayed is fetched immediately from the cache.  

The cache is then refreshed asynchronously in the background, and the number is updated once the cache has 
been refreshed. The number is only updated once. 

 

The fourth summary displays the number of alarms.  

An alarm is generated when a scheduled task fails for any reason.  

For more information, see the alarms and events section. 

 



In the bottom left, a donut chart is displayed, which includes a breakdown of EC2 instances (including RDS and 
LightSail instances where available) by instance type.  

Clicking "View Details" will navigate you to the inventory page, with a grouping set on the Instance Type column.  

This donut chart is also loaded immediately from the cache, then updated once after the load of the page when 
more recent data is available. 

 

At the bottom right, a list of recent alarms and events is displayed.  

This list does not refresh automatically.  

Clicking "View All Alerts" will take you to the Alarms and Events page.  

For more information, see the Alarms and Events section. 

 

Architecture 

The architecture page displays a live-updating diagram of your AWS resources.  

 

Currently supported resources include the following: 

 EC2 Instances 

 RDS Database Instances 

 S3 Buckets 

 LightSail instances 

 RedShift clusters 

 EBS Volumes 

 EBS Snapshots 

 Elastic Load Balancers (classic) 

 Elastic Load Balancers V2 (network, application) 

 VPC Peering Connections 

 Glacier Vaults 



 DynamoDB Tables 

 Kinesis Data Streams 

 Kinesis Analytics Streams 

 Kinesis Firehose Streams 

 Kinesis Video Streams 

 Data Pipelines 

 CodeDeploy applications 

 Config Rules 

 

Individual types can be enabled and disabled using the configuration panel on the right.  

EC2 instances cannot be disabled. By default, all services are enabled. 

 

All resources can be clicked on to open details about the item. Clicking the resource again closes the description. 

 

If a VPC or subnet has no EC2 instances, it will not be drawn. 

 

Stopped EC2 instances are indicated by having a red octagon behind them when `Use Service Icons` is enabled.  

When `Use Service Icons` is disabled, it is indicated with a red border. 

 

The diagram can be printed (including print to PDF) by clicking the `Print` button in the top right corner.  

This hides all unnecessary UI components, and restricts the width of the page to 8.5".  

The diagram will continue live-updating while in this mode. 

 

When `Draw Volumes` is enabled, EC2 instances will have either a volume icon, or a rounded rectangle with a 
number in their bottom left.  

Clicking the volume icon will open a description for the volume.  

Clicking a number will open a list of volumes attached to that instance, and each item in the list can be clicked 
to open a volume description.  

Each volume description has a list of zero or more snapshots associated with the volume, which can be clicked 
to open detailed information about them.  

Volumes not associated with an EC2 instance will be shown at the region level.  

Snapshots not associated with volumes will be shown at the region level if `Draw Unassociated Snapshots` is 
enabled. 

 

When `Draw CodeDeploy Applications` is enabled, EC2 instances that are part of a deployment group will have 
a colored dot drawn in their top left.  

Clicking the dot will open information about the CodeDeploy application they are associated with.  

The color of the dot indicates which deployment group the instances is part of, and has no bearing on the current 
status of a deployment. 

 



When `Draw Config Compliance Status` is enabled, VPCs, Subnets, EC2 instances and RDS database instances 
may gain an additional dot in the top right corner of the tile.  

This dot will be green if AWS Config determines the resource to be `COMPLIANT`, or red if `NON_COMPLIANT`. 

 Resources with a config status of `NOT_APPLICABLE` and `INSUFFICENT_DATA` are not drawn.  

Clicking the dot will open additional information about the compliance status.  

For subnets and VPCs, the dot will be drawn next to the name or ID, as applicable. 

 

The architecture diagram will attempt to update in the background every ten seconds.  

After some time, AWS may start throttling requests made by CloudPeel. T 

his may result in results that are as old as 70 seconds.  

CloudPeel makes every attempt to be as accurate as possible. 

 

If a refresh attempt fails, a message labeled "Connection lost.  

Trying again in 10 seconds" may appear in the bottom right corner.  

If this issue persists, please contact CloudPeel support. 

 

Scheduling 

The schedules page of CloudPeel displays a list of your current schedules, as well as links to update or delete an 
existing schedule, or to create a new schedule. 

 

Each schedule must have a title and either a start or an end time to be saved.  

Schedules can be enabled or disabled by modifying the `Schedule Enabled` checkbox.  

A schedule can be run once a day (`Daily`), only on a particularly scheduled date (`Once`), once a week 
(`Weekly`), or once a month (`Monthly`).  

If you select weekly, you must also specify a day of the week from the dropdown menu.  

If you select monthly, you must enter a day of the month.  

If the day of month does not exist in the given month (for example, specifying the day of month as 30, as 
February does not have 30 days), the schedule may or may not be run, depending on your other schedules, and 
what time CloudPeel is started.  



To be safe, always specify a day-of-month as 27 or lower. 

 

Actions that can be scheduled include starting and stopping EC2 instances (not including RDS or LightSail 
instances), and creating AMI backups of EC2 instances.  

For starting and stopping instances, either the start time or end time may be blank, or both may be specified, 
but it is not valid to specify neither.  

For AMI backups, the start time must be specified. 

 

You can select which EC2 instances you want to start and stop from the dual list box at the bottom.  

The lists can be searched by either instance name, or instance ID if no name is specified.  

As soon as you save the schedule, the next run date is computed and the action is immediately scheduled. 

 

By default, backups are never deleted.  

This can be configured on the Backup Settings page.  

For more information, see Backup Settings 

 

Changes in time zone will not affect schedules.  

For example, if you create a schedule with a time of 12:00 and a time zone of America/New_York, then change 
your time zone to America/Los_Angeles, the schedule will appear to be scheduled for 9:00. 

 

The last user to save a schedule associates a time zone with the schedule, and daylight savings time is computed 
for that schedule using that time zone until someone else saves it.  

Since America and Europe observe daylight savings time starting on different dates, this allows teams working 
in multiple countries to set schedules appropriately.  

Schedules created by users with US time zones will observe US-based DST, while schedules created by users 
with other time zones will observe DST according to the particular zone. 

 

Enabled start/stop schedules will display an estimate of how much money that schedule has saved to the right 
of the main form in the editor.  

For more information, see the cost and billing section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Best Practices and Insights 

The best practices and insights page of CloudPeel displays rules and best practices along with the current 
evaluation of those rules in all enabled regions.  

 

Each time you load the page, each multi-region rule is evaluated in all enabled regions, and each single-region 
rule is evaluated in your home region.  

For more information on configuring regions, see the regions section. 

 

In the public release of CloudPeel, there are 5 rules, and rules may not be individually configured. These rules 
include: 

 Low Utilization Amazon EC2 Instances 

 Unrestricted Ports 

 MFA on Root Account 

 Unassociated Elastic IP Addresses 

 Idle Load Balancers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Low Utilization Amazon EC2 Instances 

 

This rule fails if there are one or more EC2 instances that have either a low CPU usage or low network usage for 
four out of the last 14 days.  

This includes instances that have been recently resized.  

Results appear as a table of instances, with information about each instance.  

Each instance has a `Fix` button on the right side.  

Clicking `Fix` will redirect you to a page with information about your EC2 instance.  

EC2 instances that are not EBS-backed, not in a VPC (EC2-Classic), or launched from a PV-only AMI cannot be 
resized.  

If the instance can be resized, you will see a list of EC2 instance types to choose from.  

Select an instance type and click `Resize` to continue. 

 

You will be prompted about the fact that the instance will be stopped if it is running.  

If you are resizing to a `c5` or `m5` instance type from a different instance class, you may be prompted about 
NVMe drivers and advanced networking drivers.  

Follow the instructions in the prompts before continuing.  

 

Once you select next, the instance will be stopped if it is running.  

Once the instance is stopped, the instance type will be changed.  

If the instance was running at the start of the resize, it will be started again. 

 

 

 

 

 



Unrestricted Ports 

 

This rule fails if there are any security groups that allow ingress from any location, such as the IPv4 CIDR block 
`0.0.0.0/0` or IPv6 CIDR block `::/0`. 

 

The results will be displayed in a table, where each rule represents a rule in a security group.  

Clicking `Fix` on any row will remove that rule from the security group, leaving other rules unchanged.  

No redirect is required. 

 

MFA on Root Account 

 

This rule uses an AWS Config rule to determine if Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) is enabled on the root 
account. 

 

This rule is a single-region rule, and only executes in the context of your home region.  



For more information on configuring your home region, see the regions section. 

 

If AWS Config has not been set up in your home region, or there is no enabled configuration recorder in your 
home region, or the AWS Config role is missing the required `config:Put*` permissions, the rule will fail with an 
error. 

 

Please note that Amazon charges $1/month for AWS Config rules. 

 

Clicking `Fix` will redirect you to the Amazon documentation for enabling MFA on the root account. 

 

Unassociated Elastic IP Addresses 

 

This rule fails if there are one or more IP addresses allocated, but not associated with an EC2 instance.  

IP addresses not associated with an EC2 instance incur charges. 

 

Unassociated IP addresses are displayed in a table, with a `Fix` button next to each one. 

 

Clicking `Fix` will release the IP address immediately. No redirect is required. 

 

Unassociated IP addresses allocated in EC2-Classic cannot be fixed automatically. 

 

 

 

 

 



Idle Load Balancers 

 

This rule fails if there are one or more elastic load balancers (including classic load balancers) that have 
processed fewer than 100 bytes per day for 3 or more days out of the past fourteen days. 

 

Idle load balancers are displayed in a table, with a `Fix` button to the right. 

 

Clicking `Fix` will redirect you to a confirmation page.  

Upon confirmation, the page will delete the load balancer, and then redirect you back to the Insights and Best 
Practices page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Inventory 

The inventory page allows you to see your EC2 instances (including RDS database instances and LightSail 
instances where available). 

 

The table allows you to group by Instance Type, Region, and State.  

Clicking a heading of an ungrouped column adds it to the end of the grouping list.  

Clicking it again removes it. 

 

For example, to see a breakdown of your instances by region and then by instance size, you would click the 
region heading and then the instance size heading. 

 

The inventory page does not automatically update with changes to your environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alarms and Events 

The alarms and events page shows events generated by CloudPeel internally.  

 

Actions that log an event include: 

 Failure to update the billing spreadsheet 

 Beginning to stop instances for a schedule 

 Stopping an instance for a schedule 

 Failure to stop an instance for a schedule 

 Beginning to start instances for a schedule 

 Starting an instance for a schedule 

 Failure to start an instance for a schedule 

 Beginning an AMI backup for a schedule 

 Creating an AMI backup for a schedule 

 Failure to create an AMI backup for a schedule 

 Completion of an AMI backup schedule 

 Deregistered an AMI for a backup cleanup 

 Failure to deregister an AMI for a backup cleanup 

 Deletion of a snapshot for a backup cleanup 

 Failure to delete a snapshot for a backup cleanup 

 

Events are sorted by timestamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CloudTrail Logs 

The CloudTrail logs page displays events in a searchable and filterable table, with data visualizations at the 
bottom. By default, the last hour of logs are shown. 

 

Above the main table is a date range selector.  

Select a start and end date and time and press `Go` to view different parts of the log.  

The filenames of the AWS S3 objects will be retrieved, and if there are a large number, you will be prompted to 
confirm that you want to download the files and parse their contents.  

 

Due to technical limitations, it is not possible to view all of the logs between a pair of datetimes without 
downloading one AWS S3 object per minute of logs per CloudTrail Trail per region per account.  

As each file must be downloaded individually, CloudPeel will cache the files so they don't have to be downloaded 
again at a later time.  

 

When browsing through the logs, in order to display pagination, and to enable searching and filtering and the 
graphs at the bottom, all log events for the given time range must remain loaded into memory.  

The web page may become sluggish when handling more than 10'000 log events at once. 

 

By default, the main table displays all results.  

You can use the built-in data table search to filter results, or the filtering panel on the right.  

By default, each column that may be filtered is unchecked, indicating that no filtering is being done on that 
column.  

Checking a column will open a list of all values that column takes over all rows.  

Unchecking one of these values will exclude rows with that value from the table.  

For example, you could check the `Source` box, then uncheck the `autoscaling.amazonaws.com` box that 
appears in order to remove all log events caused by AWS Auto Scaling.  



If `autoscaling.amazonaws.com` does not appear in the list, then no log events have that source. 

 

Alternatively, you may manipulate the filter panel by pressing the small red × (`×`) next to a value.  

For example, if a log event has a region of `us-east-1`, you can click the small red × next to it to automatically 
uncheck the `us-east-1` box from the filter panel.  

If the `Region` box was not checked, it is automatically checked first.  

This provides an easy way to filter out unnecessary noise directly from the results you don't want to see. 

 

Next to any log entry, you can click the info button to view the raw JSON data describing the log event, which 
contains more fields. 

 

The first panel on the bottom contains a donut chart that displays relative size based on name.  

More common API calls are displayed with larger slices of the donut. 

 

The second panel contains a line graph that displays API calls per minute for each minute included in the result 
set.  

The exact timestamp of each API call is rounded down to the nearest minute for the generation of this graph, 
however it is still ordered by the second-based accuracy in the main table. 

 

Log entries hidden by filters will not be taken into account when generating these graphs, however searches 
will be ignored. 

 

 

AWS Credentials 

Under settings, the AWS credentials page provides a form to enter AWS programmatic access credentials.  

 



Time-based credentials, and credentials that require a session token, are not supported.  

For more information, see the Launch without CloudFormation subsection under the Initial Setup section. 

 

 

Time Zone 

The time zone page provides a form for changing your time zone.  

It can also be accessed by clicking on the dropdown menu in the top right and selecting `Settings` 

 

Each user has an associated time zone, which is either automatically detected, or defaulted to 
`America/New_York` on their first login.  

Time zones are primarily used for schedules, but all timestamps in CloudPeel, such as timestamps on CloudPeel 
events and alarms, creation times on EC2 instances, S3 buckets, and so on are automatically localized to the 
time zone of the currently logged in user. 

 

Schedules will be displayed in the user’s local time zone as well.  

For example, creating a schedule that runs at midnight on Tuesdays, then changing your time zone from `UTC` 
to `US - Eastern` will result in a schedule that runs at 7:00PM on Mondays.  

However, the schedule will still not observe daylight savings time until the user saves the schedule again after 
the time zone change. 

 

 

Regions 

CloudPeel must query all enabled regions to display the architecture diagram, and to evaluate best practices 
and insights.  



 

By disabling regions that you do not use, you will experience a performance benefit.  

Additionally, you can specify a home region, which will be used for global operations like listing S3 buckets and 
evaluating whether MFA is enabled on the root account. 

 

On first startup, the home region will be set to the region that the CloudPeel EC2 instance is running in.  

When you set up your AWS credentials, or click the first-time login link from the CloudFormation template 
outputs, CloudPeel will attempt to autodetect what regions you have resources in, and enable only those.  

Currently autodetection only takes into account the following resources: 

 EC2 Instances 

 EBS Volumes 

 EBS Snapshots 

 Elastic Load Balancers (classic) 

 Elastic Load Balancers V2 (network, application) 

 RDS Database Instances (where available) 

 LightSail instances (where available) 

 

Backup Settings 

By default, CloudPeel never deletes AMIs or snapshots that it creates when making scheduled AMI backups of 
instances.  

The backup settings page allows you to change this.  



 

When you adjust the backup settings, CloudPeel will automatically delete snapshots and AMIs that it has created 
when they are older than the specified number of days. 

 

The backup settings page also displays the number of AMI backups it knows it has created, as well as the number 
of instances that have been backed up. 

 

The number of days must be a non-negative integer; however, it may be zero.  

Setting the number of days to zero will immediately deregister all AMIs and delete all snapshots that CloudPeel 
has created. 

 

Cost and Billing 

The cost and billing page allows you to specify an S3 bucket that contains your AWS detailed billing information.  

 

When this bucket is set, CloudPeel will attempt to look through it to find the most recent advanced billing report.  

It uses this report to estimate how much money has been saved by the scheduled starting and stopping EC2 
instances. This number is recorded on a per-schedule basis for each month. 

 

When editing an enabled start/stop schedule, all estimated savings for previous months due to that schedule, 
as well as the estimated savings so far in the current month are summed together and displayed on the right.  



On the dashboard, the sum of all estimated savings for all previous months, as well as estimated savings so far 
in the current month are displayed. 

 

Billing data is refreshed from S3 every two hours, but various errors may cause this to fail.  

Additionally, AWS does not update the generated billing reports very often, and cost data may take up to 24 
hours to update. 

 

 

User Profile 

The user profile page can be accessed by clicking the dropdown menu in the top right, then selecting `User 
Profile`.  

The user profile page currently displays your username. 

 


