CHICAGO — The first meeting for the new CTBUH research project entitled “A Study on the Damping
Technologies Available for Tall Buildings: Comfort and Safety” was held on IIT Campus on May 19, 2015.
The project, funded by Bouygues Construction, aims to summarize the collective knowledge accrued
over the last few decades regarding the construction and design of structures with damping systems and
to trace future possibilities in the field.

Nearly 40 industry professionals and academic experts were in attendance, along with representatives
from Bouygues Construction and CTBUH. The meeting began with introductory remarks from Bouygues
regarding their objectives for the project. In particular, this research will result in a guideline entitled
“Tall Buildings with Damping Technologies” that would become a source for any interested parties in the
sector (including engineers, architects, developers, etc.).

The second phase of the meeting consisted of a series of short presentations led by experts in the field.
Each individual presented their work with damping technologies related to tall buildings. After each
presentation, an open discussion was initiated to define what major considerations would be useful for
the research. These discussions delineated the areas of investigation that the research should focus on,
as well as potential case studies for the project.

The meeting ended with a presentation by Bouygues addressing the major questions that this research
should try to investigate. With this meeting complete, a roadmap of major goals for the research has
been defined and future activities have been considered. Beyond these initial steps the main objective
of CTBUH and Bouygues is to begin research activities immediately.
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