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New record, new tour for Matt Hires

From the release of his latest record to his current tour with Parachute, Matt
Hires shares insight about his creative process and making 28-hour drives

to in it was the radio. I kind
of divided my time between
pop radio and NPR. I guess
in listening to a lot of the pop
stuff, a little bit of that influence worked its way in there. I
feel like that might have been
it. Also, a lot of it has more of
an edge.
Q: When working on songs
for this album, was your creative approach (writing lyrics

In Theaters
Q: Aside from "Restless
Heart," is there a song on the
album that you hope people
take to after listening to it?
A: For me, it would be the last
song on the record, it's called,
"When I Was Young." For me,
it's my favorite song that I've
ever written. I don't know if it's
necessarily the best song I've
ever written, but it's my favorite, because it's more personal
than any song I've written be-

“We were sharing stories of past girlfriends, experiences we've had with a kind of person who's
like a heartbreaker and moves from one guy to
the next. So we wrote this song, it was kind of
a compilation of both of our experiences. It's a
little bit angsty, like you said, it's a little bit of an
anti-love song.”

Matt Hires, on his single, "Restless Heart"
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By Kirsten Coachman
“An ultra-polished variation on the Americana-tinged
folk-pop now dominating
radio,” is how Billboard
described F-Stop/Atlantic
recording artist Matt Hires’
single, “Restless Heart.” The
song, which iTunes named
“Single of the Week” earlier
this year, is featured on the
singer-songwriter’s sophomore
record, “This World Won’t
Last Forever, But Tonight
We Can Pretend,” which was
released last month.
Produced by Eric Rosse
(Sara Bareilles), Hires’ new
record features tracks he crafted with fellow songwriters
Alex Dezen (The Damnwells)
and Busbee (Katy Perry). The
record's strengths lie in its
pop-tinged arrangements and
candid storytelling.
Hires recently hit the road
with pop-rock band Parachute. Their tour will be making a stop in San Francisco,
Calif. on Monday, September
16 at The Chapel.
I recently had the opportunity to talk with the Florida-based artist about his new
record, how a broken CD player influenced more of a pop
sound in his music and what
he’s looking forward to during
his tour with Parachute.
Q: Congratulations on the
new album – it’s fantastic.
A: Thank you very much.

Q: Was music something that
was always in the plan for
you, and did you grow up in a
music-friendly environment?
A: Well, no to the first part of
that question and yes to the
second. My dad was a drummer. And he played in bands
and stuff. He’d been touring
since he was my age. I did
grow up in a music-friendly
environment. Both my parents
encouraged my brother and I
to start playing instruments
at a pretty young age. But it
wasn’t something that was
always in the plan for me, I
guess. I don’t know, I didn’t
really feel like I could do it on
a professional level or whatever, if you will.
Q: Who were some of your
musical influences growing
up, and who were some of
your influences that impacted your new album?
A: Growing up, when I was
real young, as most kids do, I
listened to whatever my parents listened to. So I listened
to a lot of Beatles and Crosby,
Stills, Nash & Young, Simon
and Garfunkel, artists like that
growing up. As I got into high
school, I actually gravitated towards the more pop-punk and
emo kind of stuff. Probably
the artist who was most influential on my early songwriting, when I started writing
when I was 16 years old, I was
way into Dashboard Confessional. I guess I just never

heard that kind of honesty in
songs before and [they were]
writing about being heartbroken and falling in love and
things like that. I was 16 years
old, and that was very relevant
to my life at the time. I gravitated towards that and then
from there, after high school,
I got way into Bob Dylan. He’s
also a very honest songwriter
in so many different ways.
With this newer record, there’s
big Tom Petty influence and
more recently, I’ve gotten into
The National a lot, and Wilco
has always been a favorite. I
think I draw some inspiration
from them.
Q: So the title of your new
album, “This World Won't
Last Forever, But Tonight We
Can Pretend,” comes from
your song, “Wishing on Dead
Stars.” What made you decide on that particular lyric
for the overall title?
A: It kind of felt right. I compiled this list of like 20 different titles. I don't know if I'm
not good at naming things or
I just have a hard time naming
albums, naming songs, anything like that. I had this list of
20 possible titles and this one
that I landed on wasn’t even
on that list. I was just looking
through that song, “Wishing
on Dead Stars,” one day and
that line stuck out to me. I was
trying to figure out some way I
could make it shorter, like pull
part of that out and make it

shorter, but nothing really felt
right. I ended up with a long
title, but it feels right to me.
Q: Your previous work was
very much in the vein of a
traditional singer-songwriter, kind of the contemporary
sound we hear on the radio
right now and this album
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has a little bit more of a pop
sound to it. What brought
out the change in your musical style?
A: The pop side of it, I guess I
can attribute some of it to…I
had, I don't have it anymore,
but I had this '97 Toyota Camry, and the CD player broke in
it. The only thing I could listen
Photograph by Reid Rolls.

& melodies) any different
for this album than previous
music you have worked on?
A: Well, the songs itself were
the same. Just writing with
my acoustic guitar at home
or writing with other people.
I did do a good amount of
co-writing in the time leading
up to this writing. The people
that I thought I clicked the
most with, I’d go back with
them and we’d write more
together. One of those was
Eric Rosse, who produced the
record. We did some co-writing for my first album and we
did some more on this record.
The other person was Alex
Dezen, who is a singer for a
band called The Damnwells.
We kind of got to be friends
and we wrote a lot of stuff
together too.
Also, there’s this one
song on the record called, “I
Am Not Here,” that instead
of like most songs, I write on
acoustic guitar, but with this
one, we wrote it on the piano.
Eric Rosse plays the piano, and
I wrote it with him. I felt like
something…something a little
different came out from writing the song with a different
instrument.
Q: Leading off the album is
your single, “Restless Heart.”
It’s a little angsty.
A: [laughs]
Q: What inspired the creation of this song?
A: It was the first song that I
wrote with Alex, and we were
trying to figure out the song.
We were sharing stories of past
girlfriends, experiences we've
had with a kind of person
who's like a heartbreaker and
moves from one guy to the
next. So we wrote this song, it
was kind of a compilation of
both of our experiences. It's a
little bit angsty, like you said.
It's a little bit of an anti-love
song. One of the lines in the
chorus is, "You say love is all
that you need, but you're not
going to get it from me."
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fore. It's very autobiographical.
With that one, probably two
years ago, I was going through
a little bit of writer's block. I
just wasn't happy with what
I was writing and I couldn't
finish any songs or anything.
With this song, I sat down and
I asked myself, "What made
you start writing songs in the
first place?" And this song
came out. It's kind of a special
song to me, so I hope people
get through to the very end of
the record, listen to that song
and like it.
Q: Switching gears, you've
been on tour quite a lot this
year, including a run with
Matchbox Twenty - how was
that?
A: It was awesome. It was
great. It was the biggest
audiences I've ever played to
before. They were just great
dudes, fun to hang out with
and all the crew was great. It
was a really cool experience
for me, and to see a band like
that that's been doing it for so
long that doesn't just kind of
kick back on their greatest hits
or whatever, they're always out
there pushing themselves and
innovating and still killing it,
you know?

Q: Definitely. Do you have
a favorite and least favorite
part of touring?
A: My favorite part is being
able to play music in front of
people every night and do
what I love to do every day.
My least favorite part, I guess,
would be some of the long
drives and being away from
home for so long can be a little
taxing sometimes. I actually
just drove - I'm about to start
another tour with Parachute and I just drove from Tampa,
where I live, to Denver, Colo.
where all the guys that play
in my band are living. I made
that 28-hour drive in two days,
so I'm definitely already burnt
from driving part of it.
Q: I would imagine!
A: [laughs]
Q: Now you're gearing up to
head out on the road with
Parachute. What are you
looking forward to about this
tour?
A: I'm looking forward to
playing in front of people who
have never seen me play or
heard my music before and
hopefully making new fans.
I'm looking forward to hanging out with the Parachute
guys and being on tour with
them. I hung out with them
one day, probably like 2-3 1/2
years ago. They're all great
dudes and I'm a fan of their
music and stuff, so I think it's
going to be a good fit and a
good tour.
Matt Hires will be performing
at The Chapel with Parachute
on Monday, September 16.
Time: 9 p.m. Cost: $15 (advance)/ $17 (doors)
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20 Feet from Stardom
Documentary. Starring Darlene Love, Merry Clayton, Lisa
Fischer. Directed by Morgan Neville. (PG-13. 91 minutes.)

Before Midnight
Drama | Romance. Starring Etahn Hawke, Julie Delpy. Directed
by Richard Linklater. (R. 109 minutes.)

The Conjuring
Horror | Thriller. Starring Patrick Wilson, Vera Farmiga, Ron
Livingston. Directed by James Wan. (R. 122 minutes.)

Monsters University
Animation | Comedy. Starring Billy Crystal, John Goodman,
Steve Buscemi. Directed by Dan Scanlon. (G. 104 minutes.)

One Direction:
This Is Us
Documentary | Music. Starring Niall Horan, Zayn Malik, Liam
Payne, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson. Directed by Morgan
Spurlock. (PG. 92 minutes.)

Star Trek Into
Darkness
Action | Adventure | Sci-Fi. Starring Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto,
Zoe Saldana, Benedict Cumberbatch. Directed by J.J. Abrams.
(PG-13. 132 minutes.)
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The Spectacular Now
Comedy | Drama | Romance. Starring Miles Teller, Shailene
Woodley, Brie Larson. Directed by James Ponsoldt. (R. 95
minutes.)

This is the End
Comedy. Starring James Franco, Jonah Hill, Seth Rogen, Jay
Baruchel, Michael Cera. Directed by Evan Goldberg, Seth
Rogen. (R. 107 minutes.)

World War Z
Action | Adventure. Starring Brad Pitt, Mireille Enos, Daniella
Kertesz. Directed by Marc Forster. (PG-13. 116 minutes.)

The Wolverine
Action | Adventure. Starring Hugh Jackman, Tao Okamoto, Rila
Fukushima. Directed by James Mangold. (PG-13. 126 minutes.)

